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Interview with Elliott Dynes
Interviewed by Ben Tufts

Elliott Dynes
Here we go.

Ben Tufts
So this is for Columbia College Chicago's capturing quarantine. I'm BT. | am currently in Crown
Point, Indiana. It is November 25. And I'm interviewing Elliot, Elliot one to introduce yourself.

ED
Hello, my name is Elliott Dynes. Right now I'm at 30 East Balbo in the south loop of Chicago.
And it is currently 2:09pm. And I'm excited to be here.

BT
All right. Let's just get right into it or do some background information first. When and where
were you born?

ED
| was born in Irvine, California, on April 9 2001. I've lived there my entire life up until | moved to
college.

BT
Gotcha. Were both your parents from California?

ED

No, my mom. Well, my dad. He's from Ohio. And my mom's from California. So my mom. She is
from uh she's in San Diego. And she was born in 1962. My dad was also born in 1962. And he's
from Cincinnati, Ohio. And he moved to, he moved to San Diego and that's where they met. And
then we, you know, moved to Irvine.

BT
Gotcha. So is Irvine like a suburb of San Diego?

ED

No, Irvine is like it's it’s own city. It's not like a giant city. But if you've ever heard of like UC
Irvine, like in the UC system, that's what they're talking about. Like, it's a city. Like, right
between kind of Los Angeles and San Diego. So like in the space between those two cities.
That's where Irvine is.

BT
Gotcha. It's like the St. Louis of California basically.

ED
Basically.

BT
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Cool. Gotcha, gotcha. Okay, um, what year are you in school? And what's your major?

ED
Right now? | am a second year. I'm a sophomore, and my maijor is filmmaking with an emphasis
in directing.

BT
Gotcha. So your concentration is directing.

ED
Direction.

BT
What are your preferred pronouns? And how do you self identify?

ED
My preferred pronouns are he, him, his, and | self identify as a male.

BT
Gotcha.

All right, then we're just gonna jump into early childhood here. What's your favorite memory from
being a child?

ED

Hmm, favorite memory? Huh? That's got to that's, um, that's the kind of hard one man feels like,
| don't think back on that too much. Um, well, one of my favorite ones, is, um, when | was
younger, | had this, | had friends from like, across, you know, across the street that like | used to
hang out with because, um, | was really blessed to have like, my entire street filled with kids,
you know, who were nice. And my age too. Well, um, yeah, we also we used to do all these kind
of, uh, we used to, like, you know, hang out all the time. And then for like, Fourth of July, his
parents would always, like, blow off fireworks too. So, you know, we'd have little parties that like,
I'd help put on for like, the entire street and like, the entire block and all the neighbors would
come. And it was, it was a really nice communal event, because kind of in the place | am like,
there isn't a huge sense of community. Like most of the houses look the same. Like in
California, it's a very different environment from the Midwest, like, every single house is spaced
out really close to each other because we're by the beach. So like, maybe if you go to a suburb
here, there'd be like an acre of land. It's probably not right, you know, the right measurement to
use, but there'll be a good amount of land around the house. That is not the case in Irvine. It's
like house house house house and that land around our house is supposed, is like the beach
basically. Um, yeah, we didn't have a big, my town didn't have like a really big community feel.
But the fact that | had like, great neighbors and friends, my street. Yeah, um, | was really that,
you know, blessed to have that and just community events like that at some of my favorite
memories.
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BT
Yeah, so like being friends with all the neighbors made that small amount of land kind of feel
bigger.

ED
Yeah, Mm hmm. Yeah. We had like, | lived in a, | live in a cul de sac. So, you know, they're just
kind of like, right across the street from me. Um, yeah.

BT
Gotcha. Gotcha. That's cool. Um, what rules did you break as a child?

ED

Rules? Well, um, yeah, | have to think about that, too. So, like, my parents were actually kind of
strict. So like, there was a, not a decent amount of fear in my childhood, but like, um, the, so you
know, | used to, like, I'd get in trouble and shit, but like, I'm sorry | just cursed. Don't do that
again. I'm doing. Yeah. But in general, like, the way they kind of like, ran the houses. They
weren't super strict with me, but like, they made punishments seem like a really big deal. So |
was like, pretty, kind of, you know, just scared to be a rule breaker. And like, that was kind of
like, engraved into me, like | still am now. So | did not get, I'd get in trouble and stuff. But um,
yeah, | think I'd have to think about it for a little while to think like, what specific rules | broke, |
guess.

BT
So you were more well behaved you'd say.

ED

Yeah, | was more well behaved. | guess. Like, | don't know, sometimes. | wish | wasn't. Because
I'm like, it really wasn't that, you know, big of a deal honestly. But yeah. | mean, it's like the
consequences couldn't have been that big.

BT
Yeah yeah yeah.

ED

Yeah, | didn't really learn that until kind of high school to like, really stop thinking about, you
know, the rules, like, kind of just like rule breaking or like, you know, being, you know, worried
about what other people will think of me like, you know, yeah, it was very present when | was
younger, but like, | didn't learn to kind of stop caring about that till | was older.

BT
Yeah, so you got more independent, like in high school?
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ED
Yeah.

BT
Gotcha. Um, what was your favorite activity to do with your parents when you were a child?

ED

My favorite activity for us to do was. Well, um, you know, we’re kind of like, we tried to be as
much of a family as possible, like, do family events and stuff. So, um, there, we'd have a lot of
family dinners. You know, eating breakfast, breakfast is family. But | think one of my favorite
things was to probably like, visit my grandparents when | was younger, because they live, at
least on my mom's side. They live in San Diego. So we were in Irvine, it's a two hour drive,
basically. So um going down to see them with my parents. Like, it was always such a fun thing
to do. And so they're not alive anymore. But when they were, it was, that was a really great time.

BT
So it was just kind of more of an event.

ED

Yeah, that was probably like one of my favorite things to do with them. Because like, they were
there. | got to spend a lot of time with them. And then | got to see everyone else too and it was,
you know, such a, such a positive environment.

BT
Yeah yeah, that's real good. That kind of ties into the next one. What is your favorite memory of
like being with your parents or doing something with your parents?

ED

Man, | wish | could have prepped for these questions. Um, my favorite memory?

Well,so maybe Whistler um, well, here, I'll try to just, I'll try to pick just a fond memory. So we
you know, we can keep, keep the interview rolling. Because | can then | could like sit here for
like, five minutes and just like think back.

BT
Yeah, favorite is kind of relative, you know, but, uh.

ED

Huh. Yeah. Let's see, oh, my favorite memories of my parents. A favorite memory of mine. It
would. Okay, it would definitely be like, you know, so we took a fair amount of fun trips when |
was younger. So | was real, that was really positive. But it would, | am, it might have to be
Whislter. So when | was young when | was in third grade, we, | left the country for the first time.
And | went to Whistler Canada. And | think it was that entire trip was just like, really great. Like,
it's one of my, like, favorite trips ever. So, um, but | think one of my favorite memories would
have to be when we, oh man, we took like a gondola almost up, and a to like, the mountain
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basically, nearby and just kind of like hiking and like seeing that the, you know, natural beauty
around Whistler like with them. That was like, one of my favorite memories. Probably.

BT
Yeah, that's cool. So you guys were like a big vacation family?

ED

Um, well, we didn't like leave the country too much. That wasn't until, like more recently. Um, so
like, but we visited a lot of places in the West, like, I've been to most western states like Arizona,
Nevada, Utah, Oregon, Washington. You know, we spent a lot of time like on the west coast
and it wasn't until | got a little bit older that we kind of ventured more off to like the eastern
states to go check out. Like, | had never been to Chicago until | was visiting it. Um, yeah. | never
until | was visiting it in December. Nope. February of 2019. So when | was checking it, checking
it out for college.

BT
Yeah, that's cool. That's cool. Um, how is your relationship with them changed since childhood,
like over the years?

ED

While since childhood, um, I think it's changed quite a bit. And there's a couple events that
probably like, you know, was responsible for that. Um, so, as a child, like, you know, they
always seemed kind of like, just big figures in my life. And they still are really big figures in my
life. But like, | guess, in turn, so when they kind of like, told me to do something, like, | always
felt like, it's what | had to do. And it's like, their opinion. They're, what they want, for me is what
like, is for the best, | guess. Because there werem they were always like, the ones were
advocating for me, since | had like an IEP when | was younger. So | was always like, Okay,
what they want for me is always the best, but | didn't really take enough time to think what I, you
know, really wanted for myself. So, um, my mom, she got kidney disease when | was in seventh
grade. And that, no, it was. Was it seventh grade? It was, | think it was sixth, sixth or fifth grade.
Because it didn't go away till | was in like, like, it really didn't leave our lives until | was in 10th
grade. You know, we had like good memories in between then. But like, it really stopped being
like a factor in our lives to take into consideration until | was in 10th grade. Um, and basically,
what happened is, when she got sick, | kind of had to learn to do more things on my own. So
yeah, and then also, like, at the college, the high school that | went to, like, | went to arts high
school. So that place really taught me to take initiative towards what | want. So when she fully
recovered and like, | think she felt guilty and tried to take more, she be more present in my life,
that kind of like, same parenting like you need to do what we tell you to do, like was present
again, and | was like, no, this is this is not good. This is not what's best for me.

BT
Right? Yeah

ED
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Yeah. Um, I'd say like, | become a little bit more independent of them.

BT
Cool. Could you excuse me for one second, | gotta close the door my goddamn dog just barged
in on me.

ED
It's all good.

BT
I'm sorry about that. | thought | closed the door all the way and then she just came walking in.

ED

So yeah, it's cool. | have like, | closed my door and | put a Do Not Disturb, um, kind of like post it
note on the door. Because like, my roommate and | are pretty closed and like | could definitely
see them walking in. And like just seeing what's up.

BT
Yeah. All right. Sorry about that. All right, let's get back on track. So um, follow up to the last
point, you said you had an IEP when you were younger, what was, what was that for?

ED

Oh, um, | have, I'm very, very high functioning, but | do have autism. And then I'm also what it
was mainly for it is | have this other thing with my eyes. It's called Nystagmus. So, um, when |
was younger, it doesn't really affect me as much anymore. But it was really hard for me to read,
because I'd be reading something and basically, like, the processing speed of what | was
reading was, like, pretty slow. So like, | kind of grew up, not really liking reading that much. And
this persisted for a pretty long time. And then kind of when | got into middle school, and like, it
kind of exited my life, | almost like grew out of it. And | kind of started to learn to enjoy reading a
lot more. But because of that, | enjoyed a lot more visual medias and kind of just reading was
more of a chore for me. It was, um, it wasn't so much like a kind of thing that | would do in my
leisure time. There is. Yeah, it felt like more of a chore or like an insecurity of mine. And that
really didn't change till later.

BT
Gotcha. Okay, | didn't yeah, | didn't know that. Um, so like, when and how did you first find out
that you were like, pretty creatively minded?

ED

Hmm. Well, in terms of creativity, um, | was kind of like, | always loved drawing and doodling
and taking parts in the arts. But when | didn't kind of, like, really put that into play until | was like,
in middle school, because in middle school, | started to, like, | started to bird like, you know,
birdwatch, almost and kind of take it, take a tally of like, you know, how many species I've seen.
| still do, but more on the down low, like, | will go out to different places in Chicago and try to find
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birds. We'll talk, we could talk more about that if you want. One, but basically, uh, so I first
started to do that. And then I'm like, Okay, | see all these people with cameras taking pictures of
them. So | wanted to do that, too. So | started taking pictures. And then one of my best friends
who | met in middle school, he had a YouTube channel, and we got really close. So | started
helping him out with his YouTube videos, and they're almost like little short film skits. So um,
after | started doing that, | discovered that like, | really enjoy film, too. And what he said is, |
should apply for the Orange County School of the Arts, which kind of around my area, it's like an
art school for, and, and you know, people, you have to audition to get in there. And you spend a
lot of time if you do get in there for whatever conservatory you do, you'll spend a lot of time
focusing on like, | don't know, film, or musical theater or acting. So | applied my ,for | applied my
freshman year of high school. So | had one year of kind of, like, conventional public school. And
then | got in and | spent three years there. But at that point, like, you know, | just film became a
really big thing in my life. Om and , | kind of just was like, okay, this is what | want to do. Yeah.

BT
Yeah. So that that kind of bleeds into the next question. What was like your first, like, creative
project that you undertook? Like, how would you describe that?

ED

Hmm, my first creative project, that that it was solely me undertaking, | think was my audition
film for the high school, basically. Um, so at first, | thought | wanted to do something kind of like
a little bit more skit related, but my friend who had been taking classes there, and you know, he
knew more about, like, scripts and story development than than me he's like, he kind of pointed
out all these flaws and like, okay, sure, maybe | can continue on with this idea. But like, if | want
to really show this high school like that, | know kind of like about story development, and | can
make a compelling story, | really shouldn't do it. So since | kind of, um, | was a much more
socially awkward person back then. So | just decided to, um, under take a film about like, a
college professor and like, trying to get closer to like his students and because he was pretty
socially awkward, so like, | spent time | spent like an entire week thinking of like scenarios of
like, how the professor could get like closer to his students. But in general, like when | kind of
like pitched the logline to my friend, he was like, Yes, exactly. Like, that's kind of like the way
that's a good start to a story. So he really didn't help me that much with a project. It was really
just me like before, like, I'd be working on film projects for his YouTube channel. So

BT
Yeah. So that's kind of like, branching off on your own. then that leads us into high school, how
did you spend like a lot of your time in high school?

ED

Um, when | was a freshman in high school, so when | was at public school, | was in lacrosse.
So | spent a lot of time doing lacrosse. And | mean, | still really like to do it. But it's been a
couple years since I've like really picked up a lacrosse stick. So, but basically, | spent a lot of
time going to games, and you know, like, spending time with the team. And then kind of like
when | figured that actually got to be a more important thing in my life than film. So when | got |



309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352

did, | found out that | got into this art school, | was like, man, is this really what | want to do? And
it turns out, it was really what | wanted to do. Yeah. And what, um, it kind of it was like, at the
time, it was a decision, like, really? Should | really go here? And, you know, | ended up going,
because | felt like | couldn't, you know, um, like, give up that opportunity. Um, but yeah, so |
spent a lot of my freshman year doing that. And then my sophomore, junior and senior year, you
know, | spent a good amount, like work going on film sets. I'm, like, kind of just taking part in like
activities at my school. And then also, like, you know, | mean, | think | had a really great friend
group there, too. So we hung out. And we made a lot of a lot of good memories, you know, for
my freshman, sophomore, junior year. And then when | was a senior, like, | started dabbling in
music production, too. So that became a pretty big thing at the time too. Yeah, but yeah, mainly
mainly going on film sets. I'd say.

BT

That's cool. That's actually a perfect lead into the next question. So like, since you since you
went to a private art school, even for high school, obviously, you decided early on that you want
to study film, like when and why did you decide film?

ED

Early on, | decided to film just because it's what | got into, like, in terms of the arts high school.
So before it was because | was helping my friend out with his, you know, YouTube channel. And
he, see he recommended like that apply. But basically, since | was kind of just doing something
film related with him, | was like, okay, this is fun. You know, I'm having a great time doing it, like
I'm having a great time doing this. So why wouldn't | go into film? Like, | mean, | also dabbled in
acting, and oh, | also did hip hop dance when | was younger. But in terms of those, like, | kind of
stopped doing both of those, like, after a little while, because | just felt like it wasn't for me. Like,
| want to try something new. Yeah, that's just just kind of film was what clicked, | guess.

BT

Yeabh, it was just there. And so it was easy. And then it turned out to be what you love. So yeah,
that's really cool. So you said you had like a really good group of friends when you were in high
school? How have you stayed in touch with them now since like graduation, and now that
you've kind of gone separate ways.

ED

Um, the way I've stayed in touch with them is, well, we'll still text and everything while I'm here.
Most of yeah, most of them, they'll, they'll still reach out to me too, which is great. Some of them
like my relationship, we're really not as close as we were in high school. And that's, that's okay.
You know, people who you know, grow apart from each other, and they might grow back
together. But, you know, I'm kind of comfortable where I'm at, with, like my friend group right
now, but basically, will still hang out when I'm back home. They'll still text me, I'll still text them.
My, so two of my good friends, we're still like regularly in contact, like pretty much all the time
from my high school. And then a couple of them like we'll talk occasionally. And then we'll like
maybe hang out like once or twice while I'm back home.
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BT
Yeah, | mean, it's good that you still stay in touch with them. Yeah.

BT
Um, all right now moving on to college. What were your like ambitions and goals when you
graduated?

ED

My ambitions and goals were actually so even though I've been doing film for a little while, like,
it was a little unclear what | really wanted to do. Because | kind of dabbled in all these different
things in high school, but for me, like picking a niche and like only focusing on that was like,
actually a pretty big decision. So, um, my goal, my goals when graduating from college, um,
well, | know now it was to be a director, but when | first kind of, like, came here, I'm like, | don't
know, | could be a director, | can be an editor. | can be a dp. | don't know. But you know, after
kind of like, taking several different classes now | kind of like know, | want to, like, do the
directing. Um, yeah. But basically, you know, and uh. Yeah, basically, that's what, you know,
when | first got into college, |, like didn't really know what my like goals and expectations were. |
just kind of like, wanted to see what would happen. And so far, we're doing good.

BT
So you entered just general film and then chose a concentration later on?

ED
Yeah, that's right.

BT
Gotcha. Um, what made you decide like Colombia, specifically, like what made you decide that's
for you?

ED

Hmm. | was actually, | think this is actually a pretty big point in my life. Because, um, my high
school made college applications seemed like the biggest thing in the world. And they like really
kind of, | feel like they really stressed the students out about it, because they made it sound like,
if you don't get into like, your dream school, then you're kind of just like a failure in life, like,
you're not gonna make you feel you yeah, you're not gonna make it in the field that you want to
go into. So, um, at first Columbia was a safety school for me. And | wanted to get into like, the
Chapmanss the USCs is the, | don't think | applied to NYU, | didn't really want to go there. Um,
the Emersons the Florida States, like kind of schools with good film programs. And | didn't get
into Chapman. And | didn't think I'd get into USC, but | didn't get in there either. Um, and | got
into Columbia. And at first I'm like, okay, | don't, I'm not sure if I'm going to go here yet. But |
want to see, like what these other colleges say, before | decide on like Columbia. And as it
turned out, | got into Emerson. And then | also got into UC Santa Cruz, which doesn't have a
really great film program, but it's, a it's a good college, and it has a great campus, | think, um,
but basically, | visited Columbia, in February, and | really loved it. Like, | was really impressed



397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439

with the other students who | met there, and their facilities. And that was like, man, | think |
could really learn a lot about film here. And | think it would be a great environment for me. Um,
and then | visited Emerson, which | also got into, and then I'm like, okay, it's kind of like the
more prestigious one. And then | love Boston, but they're the film program. Like, | was not
impressed at all by like, the staff there. | don't think they gave me you know, a lot. They didn't
really like. They did not seem, make it seem as if, like, the, or they try to like present to me and
like, you know, I'm, why am | struggling on this? It just, it wasn't as impressive to me, like, the
film look like Columbia had so much better facilities, like better staff, better, everything, pretty
much. So um, even though like, the only reason I'd be going to Emerson is because the like, the
kind of like, I'd be buying the name almost.

BT
Yeah yeah yeah.

ED

Yeah. Um, but because of that, it was like, between, like, Emerson and Columbia for a while,
and then I'm like, okay, so | can't afford Emerson. But when it comes down to it, | don't think the
staff and | don't think the facilities are as good as Columbia, so it only makes sense to go to
Columbia.

BT
Right. Yeah, that makes sense. That makes a lot of sense. Um, so why did you decide to move
like halfway across the country to go to school?

ED

Oh, my goodness. | like | was so excited to get away from California. Like, | look like, if, when if
and when you ever move there, you're gonna realize that a lot of Californians kind of live in a
bubble. And the world is a really big place, like really big place. So when | got here, | mean, like,
| kind of, | met people from like, all across the country, like, I'd met, you know, people from the
Chicago suburbs, from North Carolina, from lowa, from France. And like, there were just so
many like, people and like, it just kind of like, showed, you know, what a big what a big world it
is. And like how many, you know, different, like, people who come from, like, different, you
know, backgrounds and places and how | can, like, connect with them. So, to me, that was like,
a really exciting thing. And | feel like | just did not get that at all in California. | lived in like a,
almost like a bubble. Um, and when | got here, and like, you know, discovered the kind of
amazing amount of different people who live here and who, and who are like, you know, just
attending Columbia, who like | can get to know, it was just, really, it was really great. But when it
comes down to it, it's just | wanted to have a different envi-, | wanted to be in a different
environment. And it was a pretty, | think it was a pretty big kind of intimidating decision. Um,
because, like, none of my other friends, they all stayed in state and like, they still have not
traveled really, anywhere, like lived anywhere else. So for me, | was like, Okay, well, I'm leaving
this place I've known my entire life for someone for, for somewhere where | know absolutely no
one. So it'll be a fresh start. But like, a completely fresh start, like, no one from my old life is
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going to be here. And as it turns out, | think that was a good thing, actually. Because it was like,
you know, | could just be a new me almost.

BT

Yeah, that's always exciting. You know? How did you feel? | mean, you kind of answer this, but
like, how did you feel about like moving so far away from the rest of your life and leaving
everything you've ever known behind?

ED

| felt a little scared. But almost | was, | was actually kind of excited for it. | had no idea what was
coming to me, again, pretty, like, | had no idea who | was going to meet there. how it was going
to go, | sometimes what I'll do is like, I'll kind of envision like, an event or situation | know is
going to come in the future. But | just like, | don't know how it's going to go. And it's me moving
into my college dorm. So like, what what | would be able to see is like, my, you know, parents
kind of like, leaving leaving me in college and me being like, okay, well, what now, but when we
actually moved, um like, | got to meet my roommates, | got to kind of, you know, see this the
thriving, um, the thriving city and like, the excitement of being in a big city, so when they left, I'm
like, okay, bye bye and I'm just kind of like, what now you know. So | was really excited to kind
of dive into college life and let life just hit me. You know, like, because I'm me in general. I'm in
kind of like the history me being alive, like, | haven't really enjoyed change. But when | got here,
I'm like, okay, this is a change that I'm really excited to implement into my life.

BT

Huh. Yeah, but yeah, that makes a lot of sense. Um, so you know, you, you had your first
semester as an entirely normal semester. How did that, how did that compare to your
expectations of like, what college life was going to be?

ED

| think, um, the first semester of me being here blew my expectations away actually. Because,
and, like, | was really fortunate to have three other really great roommates. And also my dorm,
the first semester, | think it was also really spacious and comfortable too. So that was that, that
was really great. We had a lot of really great memories together. And then | met kind of literally,
on the first day of classes | met, what would become my new best friend here and then after
that, when | finally got to my film classes, | was | was put into like a group almost for, like a film
project that like, or a documentary, where like, four of us would help each person make a
documentary about someone else in that group, and the three other people who | was in the
group with, like, we all became really close too. And then also dorm life, which is I'm not sure if
you're planning on living on campus, which | really suggest you do. Kind of in a non COVID
world, um, there were all these, you know, like my, I'd be bringing people into the dorm, and
like, my roommates could be bringing people in the dorm, and like, I'd go and hang out with
them, too. And then, like, you know, a week, spend nights like walking around the city and
making memories. It was, it was amazing. Like, | was kind of like on a living hiatus. Almost. And
| think the very first day of classes is actually like a really great representation of how the rest of
this, that semester would go too because | had math first period. And then after class, like | got
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into the elevator, start talking with a senior, and he's like, hey, do you want to go hang out with
my friends and | we're about to go get lunch before next class. I'm like, oh, yeah, sure. That
sounds that sounds good. So | went to hang out with them. And | met four people, right off the
bat found four new friends. And then later on, when | got to my next class, | recognized one of
my roommates’ friends, and | wanted to go hang out with them and the two other people who he
was with, so we kind of kicked it off. And now that's two more friends. So we got six friends in
one day. And then lastly, | went to the music building because | started doing music production.
And this is where like, my best friend comes into play. He was with one of his friends. And that
person kind of reached out to me, and she was like, hey, what are you doing? I'm like, Oh, you
know, learning to make 808s on Logic. And, you know, it kind of just took interest in what | was
doing. And kind of we just hit it off from there. Like, | brought them up to my dorm. We
exchanged music we've done like, we kind of just really hit it off. But the fact that | made eight
new friends in one day, like, is just crazy. Yeah. Like, I've never had a first day of school that
was that good.

BT
Yeah. Um, yeah, so it sounds like you had a great first semester. Um, so like, how busy were
you prior to COVID and everything shutting down?

ED

Um, pretty busy. Like | was, | was a pretty busy, pretty busy person, um, something that made
COVID really hard, and we'll get, I'm sure we'll get into it later. But, um, is that the fact that I'm a
kind of very high maintenance person, and I've had to learn to not be as high maintenance, but
basically, when, when | got to school, I'm always like, | want to get as much out of this college
experience as | can. So | felt like, | always had to be hanging out with someone, | always had to
be on a set, | always had to be on a job. So | tried to, like one of my rules was like, get outside
at least once every day, or like, you know, try to meet up with a friend as much as possible. So,
um, you know, that was really great and everything, but like, when COVID shut everything
down. It was like, really hard to kind of adjust my lifestyle. But yeah, no, | was, | was, | was
pretty busy the first semester and just before COVID in general. .

BT
So like prior to COVID you were pretty busy. Um, so like, do you remember what you were
doing when you found out that Colombia was going remote?

ED

Yes. Yeah, | do. Um, very vividly. | think I've talked with a couple friends of mine about it, but
like, kind of looking back on it. | feel like um Coronavirus is going to be kind of like one of those
things where like you just remember where you were when you heard about it, like, almost like a
911 or like a Kobe Bryant thing. Like you just remember where you were, you know, where you
were when you heard that person died, or this happened. So um with me, it wasn't so much like
where | was, but it was the events leading up to it. Like the entire week is kind of just engraved
in my memory, because it started off completely normal. And then like, really wasn't at the end
of the week. So what basically happened is the, at the start of the week, like it was just a normal



528 Monday. You know, | went to actually no, | don't have class on Mondays. | just did my thing.
529 Then Tuesday, we started hearing talks about like, you know, Coronavirus and them being like,
530 okay, if you feel like you're sick, just stay home and you know, you won't get like, counted tardy
531 or absent or you won't, you won't lose points, you know? So I'm like, Okay, cool. Um, and the
532 entire time, they're like, there's no chance that the school is going to shut down because of like,
533 this virus going around. Um, and then on Wednesday, | went to my lighting class at eight AM.
534  And | talked with my professor about it, I'm like, do you think that like, the, the school is going to
535 close down and he's like, oh, there's no chance pretty much like no chance that's going to

536  happen. Um, and, yeah, then like, it was just a normal class period, | did my thing for the rest of
537 the day, | was working on a presentation. And my roommate, he got off the phone with his

538 girlfriend, and his girlfriend goes to DePaull and the, | kind of went out in the living room with my
539 other, you know, roommate. And he was like, hey, so it turns out DePaul just closed down, like,
540 they're forcing all the kids off campus. And I'm just like, wait, what? Um, and then we like, all
541 like, I just could not work for the rest of the night, we spent the rest of the night researching

542  about COVID and how it's shutting down the NBA too. And, like, just the whole night, the

543  takeaway from the night was that it wasn't if the college would close down, and it's just when it's
544  going to close down. So going to class the next day, everybody was pretty quiet. Because like,
545  we knew what was going to happen. So like, even, you know, my, my editing teacher at the
546 time, she's like, she referred to as, like, when it happens, because | feel like everyone kind of
547  had like, a similar night to me on Wednesday night, where we're like, yeah, this, the college is
548 gonna close down. So what happened is | got back from class, and then | was going to go to my
549 second class that day, and also like, the last one in the week, but the teacher was like, oh, so |
550 have a kind of a cold today, | don't think | have any symptoms of COVID but I'm just going to
551 exercise, like the policy, the policy and just cancel class for today. Um, and then, or like it, you
552 know, to kind of promote that it's okay to do this. So then, | think at, you know, one or 2pm, my
553 roommate and | were just kind of, were sitting down at our desks in like, the room that we

554  shared at the time and we got like, the Columbia notice on our phones, like an important email,
555  you know, was just sent to your 365 account, please go check it out. And then one of his or at
556 the time, his friends texted him. And he told me, he was like, it's, it's the email, and we check it
557  out and at first it was like, so there won't be any school for the next three weeks, it will just be
558 online. Then the three weeks turned into no online school for the next three weeks. Just, you
559  know, you're going just like no school for the three weeks. Okay, cool. And they didn't allow
560 people into the dorms anymore, either. So for the rest of the night, um, | just kind of kicked it
561  with my roommates, because | knew it would be like the last time because what they did is that
562 night they take, they were talking and they're like, Hey, | think I'm gonna have to go back home
563 tomorrow. So one of my roommates, he went back home the next day and the other roommate,
564 he went back home that Monday, and then | spent about a week, | spent another week in the
565  dorm with the roommate who I'm currently rooming with right now. And it was just, it was just
566  sad it was like, you know, every day something new, something new was going to go wrong. So
567 like we kind of just like, went to bed like, oh, what's gonna go wrong today? So that’s what it
568  was like.

569

570

571



572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604
605
606
607
608
609
610
611
612
613
614
615

BT

Yeah. So that whole process was just kind of like a downward spiral. Transition transitioning into
like, um, the beginning of all of that, like into the current day. Like, so, um, you moved home
right? When all of this happened.

ED
Yes, | did go home.

BT
Um, so like how did that announcement affect your living situation? Like did you know right
away, like, okay, I'm going to have to go back?

ED

Um, at first | was like, Oh, you know, | could just quarantine in my dorm room. Like they're not
taking us out of the dorms. I'll just quarantine here. And then, um, my mom, she was like, Elliot,
you're coming home. | think it was March 28th. And | was like, Oh man, like, I'm going to have to
go home? What? Um, and, uh, then March 28th turned into March 20th, um, really quickly. And
I'm like, wait, why are you guys forcing me to go home? It's not like they're kicking us out of the
dorms or anything. Like, | have no reason to go home. Um, |, like, | thought | could just
quarantine, you know, with my roommate in my dorm and it would be fine. Uh, and then what
happened is, uh, the, the dorms announced that they're going to like kick everybody out the
Sunday after | was going home. So if | was going home on Friday, the 20th, they're kicking
everyone out on the 22nd. So I'm like, oh, | guess | have to go home then. Yeah. But it was hard
for me cause like, you know, | was talking about like being on kind of like the living hiatus almost
the first semester. So transitioning from that to cope, it was just like, what is happening? Like life
does not make sense right now. This is not a day like Elliott wake up, wake up.

BT
Yeah, yeah, yeah. It had to be rough. Um, when did like COVID first like appear on your radar?
Like when did you first become aware of all of this?

ED

Hm. When | first became aware of all of it, um, it would have to be, | think | was scrolling
through Snapchat and they were talking about like having 30 COVID cases in India and I'm like,
Oh, looks like they're going through it. They're going through it right now. Um, and then what
happened is | was working a TV job and two people who | was talking with, they said, oh,
there's um, two COVID cases now in Chicago. And uh, the only two places in the entire country
that where COVID was, was, um, in Chicago and in Orange County. So I, | just remember kind
of funny, cause like | live right next to Orange County in Irvine. Irvine is like 20, 30 minutes away
from Orange County. And then like | also live in Chicago, so | was like, Oh, wherever | go, I'm
still still around COVID those were the first two moments where like, | really like learned about it,
but | didn't think it was a big deal. I'm like, okay, two people have the virus. So what, so when
they closed the dorms now and I'm like, wait, there's like thousands of COVID cases no?. So
that’s like totally under my radar. | thought it was like a couple people here and there had it.
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BT

Yeah. Um, so |, | know that you've said before, like just through us talking, like you did a lot of
freelance gigs with editing and directing and stuff prior to COVID. So like how did COVID affect
your employment and stuff like that?

ED

Mm, how it affected my appointments is | was, I'm lucky to have like two or three kind of
freelance jobs while | was in quarantine. Um, | had an internship that didn't last super long and
then | also worked for another person as a video editor. And then, um, |, uh, | was just finishing
up a job with a third person and | was a video editor for like a short film he was doing in LA. And
like, we finished that up kind of at the start a quarantine, like, um, in the first four weeks or so,
like I'd been working on it since October and we finished it up and, uh, what was it? Uh, May
yeah. So yeah, that's kind of like it, it affected it. Like | was not doing nearly as many in-person
things, but, um, it was, I'm just grateful that | was able to do a couple of things in quarantine.

BT
Yeah. Yeah. Um, so then, like how did COVID affect your work ethic and like motivation?

ED

Motivation? Um, | was weird. So when | had to move home for Coronavirus, um, in terms of,
since | was still in that really high maintenance mind state, and | had nothing to do, um, when
the teachers put out homework, as opposed to most people being like, Oh, I'm stuck inside all
day. Like, | don't really want to do it. Like homework was kind of like, just it gave me something
to do. So, um, you know, | just, | just, | did it, you know, I'm like, okay, sounds good. I'll do all the
homework. It's cool. It gives me something to do.

BT
Yeah. So you're like one of the rare cases where you actually got more motivated by all this?

ED

Um, | wasn't more motivated, but like, | think my grades wouldn't have been as good as they
were if COVID didn't happen. Like, um, | don't know. | think | had like a couple, you know,
mostly Bs in my classes, um, my second semester, and then those all jumped to As because all
the teachers kind of like, um, watered down most of the assignments cause they were, they
were aware of everybody's situation. So |, uh, for me it was just like, Oh, okay, just get this done
and this done and this done. Yeah.

BT
Um, what, what, like aspect of your life was most affected by all of this?

ED
Um, this is, this is actually coming out of, | think, left field, but, um, this is easily the biggest thing
I've been struggling with since COVID arised, but, um, about three and a half weeks then
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actually had a change to my physical health. And | think it was, it was definitely due to COVID,
but it's still with me right now and I'm just hoping it goes away. I'm kind of in denial about it, but,
um, um, imagine film, grain, like, you know, like if you're looking at like an image and you kind of
see film grain on it, like a low quality image, do you know what I'm talking about?

BT
Yeah yeah yeah.

ED

Imagine seeing that like in real life, like just kind of everyday, like it's called, um, visual snow. So
what happened is, um, | think three and a half weeks in, right after | turned 19, cause | had, |
had like a COVID COVID birthday. Like, uh, my, my birthday was April 9th. So like it was in the
heart of COVID. Yeah. But a week afterwards | started seeing like this, a weird double vision
and the entire week | was kind of like stressed out about my eyes cause | was still in like a really
high maintenance, um, mindset, mind state, and um, exactly a week after | turned 19, | started
seeing this really weird visual kind of like grain haze and uh, yeah, it's um, like | don't, | know
almost nothing about it. Um, my eyes are fine. |, but, so | think it's caused by my brain. Um, but
it's just kind of like, it really consumed my life the entire time during, uh, coronavirus, like my
entire kind of like, or during quarantine and like my entire, um, schedule was like based around
trying to, uh, fix it, trying to make it go away. And uh, so | was, you know, unsuccessful, it's still
with me. Um, but like, you know, it was just a really big deal and like more recently it's kind of,
it's forced me to learn, to relax, to not be so much high maintenance, um, to like learn how to
de-stress. Because | think that's kind of like what caused it in the first place, but you know, who
knows, like not trying not to think about it as much, but like if, you know, if | didn't have this then
like, you know, | think like COVID, | could definitely, um, you know, | could have handled it a lot
better, you know?

BT
Yeah. So like just seeing every day to now is like kind of like watching like a burned out tape or
something.

ED

Seeing almost like that. Seeing every day is so there's definitely aspects of my life where like,
it's not really as prevalent, but like let's say, uh, if you look towards like the sky or if you look at
at a blank wall, then like you really notice it, but maybe if you're in like a forest or if you're in like
a busy city street, there isn't very much, there aren't very many areas where you could really
notice it. So in my suburban house where like, um, you know, I'm kind of looking at the same
thing every day. Like it's, it was really easy for me to just obsess over it. So now that I've had
like friends who, | can really talk to about this. Um, and not, not too many people know about
this. Like, um, it was, um, my closest friends know about it. Um, and they know kind of like what
I'm going through, but you know, like now that I've been kind of back in college, I've had a lot
more things to focus on.

BT
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Yeah, yeah. Um, yeah, that is kind of a big effect. Um, so you're back on campus. Um, describe
your current living situation

ED

Right now. I live in 30 East, um, with two other roommates. Uh, we don't live in like the same
like bedroom. Like we kind of, we, we share overall the same room, but like | have a bedroom,
they have a bedroom and the other one has a bedroom. Um, right now I'm living with the person
who | like physically like was in the same room with last year. So we were really good friends
and I'm glad that | get to live with them again. You know, I'd probably would've gone crazy, like if
they weren't living with me.

BT
Yeah. Um, so like how, how has the pandemic changed your relationship with your parents?

ED

Um, | think it's changed in some negative ways in some positive ways, like in a positive way, like
looking back at it. Um, it's kind of, it's kind of pointed out a lot of like toxic things in my life that |
really just need to get rid of. Um, and then in like a negative way, it's like, I'm kind of like even
more sick of like the environment of being back home because of the pandemic. Like, um, in
there, | think there's a lot of positive changes that | could have made that | kind of learned to
make in the pandemic. Like if you look at how | like didn't make too many decisions for myself,
um, that was like the, my, um, awareness of that was even amp- so much more amplified in
quarantine. So learning to be my own person, um, that was a big, that was a big change that
was really through them, um, learning to distress and not be so high maintenance. Um, that was
also through the pandemic. Um, and through kind of like the way | like converse with them and
uh, yeah, just being an authentic me, you know, like | think that the pandemic really brought that

up.

BT
Yeah.

ED

The, um, in the negative way, it's like, I'm more I'm so I'm more sick of them. Um, | like, uh,
really kind of just kind of dread going back home. Like | love them and everything, but | just
don't want to be thrown back into that quarantine, um, like, uh, living situation again. Um,
because like, since they're kind of the ones who have like, you know, made me so high
maintenance when like | go back home, it like I'm thrown right back into that mind state again,
like when | came, when | came back to Chicago for the semester and like my two best friends
came to help me move in. They're like, hey, Elliot, chill, relax. Because | was like in such a, like
a, you know, uh, high maintenance mind state. Um, so I'm worried that I'm going to be like
thrown back into that when | go back home, but now I'm more aware of it. So I'll, I'll know how to
like, you know, resist | guess.

BT
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Yeah. Yeah. That makes sense. Um, how have your practices like to avoid COVID how has
that changed and evolved?

ED

Um, it went from not knowing very much about COVID to being way too concerned and about
getting COVID to kind of like easing away a little bit. So it started off with like, you know, when
we first heard about the pandemic and | was still in Chicago, like, | didn't know how big of a deal
it was. Um, and like, | didn't really have very much protective gear like that entire week. | was
still here. Like | went back home on the plane without a mask. | just had gloves on. So, you
know, doing that today, that seems crazy. But back home, like, you know, back in March, | was
like, yeah, sure. Why not? Um, so when | got back home, my mom, since she had, um, she had
kidney disease, she's immunocompromised. So, um, it was like a really big deal that we like
could not get that we didn't get COVID because if we get COVID, then she's probably gonna get
COVID and like, she's going to be much more affected by it than we are. So, um, like | was
really, like, | wore gloves all the time. | wore masks all the time. I, | saw almost nobody. And
then, um, as the months went on, like, as we got into kind of July and August, like, well, maybe
well, I'll, I'll back it up a little bit, like kind of the end of May and like into June, um, | maybe saw
a friend around my area, like once a week or so, and then that kind of turned to like once or
twice a week in July and August. And then when | got back here, um, | kind of went out every
day with like protective gear and, uh, eventually | stopped using gloves because like, | didn't
really see the need for it anymore. And, um, | saw my close friends, uh, definitely, definitely a
good amount. Like, um, I'm not being nearly as kind of like, paranoid and like, | guess, safe too
here. Um, like I'm still, I'm still staying safe, but I, um, am seeing close friends and I'm seeing,
you know, I'm hanging out with my roommate and I'm like, you know, kind of making sure, like
I'm going outside a good amount while staying safe and, uh, kind of reconnecting with people
who | knew from before COVID. Yeah.

BT
Speaking of staying connected, like, how are you communicating with your professors?
Because | know that that's kind of a big thing.

ED

Um, | mean, | communicate with them by sending emails, like in terms of before and after
COVID like, really that hasn't changed. Like, if | have a question, I'll just send them an email and
then, um, I've tried to like make conversation and connect with them too. So like, um, with a
couple of my professors, like after, you know, everyone leaves the zoom call, we'll still talk for
maybe 30 minutes or so. Um, yeah, so there's that sure. Like, well, you know, kind of like
staying connected with them through zoom, um, and like actually verbally speaking with them
and making conversation that changed, but in terms of reaching out to them through like email
and stuff that really hasn't changed.

BT
Gotcha. Um, so with zoom and all that, how has the transition into online learning kind of gone
for you?
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ED

| hate online learning. Um, so I'm going, so with this, it's, it's kind of interesting. So | love in-
person teaching so much more, but it's like, it's kind of it's, | am almost scared to like go back
into in-person teaching because, um, since | see things a little bit differently now, um, | feel like
still, even to this day, | feel like | need to kind of like, get this figured out before | can kind of like
resume my life almost like, uh, | definitely think it's, you know, due to like the pandemic and
being super stressed out and it's just the way that I'm dealing with it. Um, but like going back to
in-person class or like, um, going back into like, um, you know, a classroom environment, it's
almost like, oh my, you know, | don't want like half to kind of like, you know, be super distracted
about how I'm seeing things in that in-person class. Um, and, uh, so like in terms of zoom, like, |
kind of just know how I'm going to see things through zoom, but with like in-person class, like |
really want to resume again. But then in the back of my head, I'm also like, Oh no, no, no, no,
you have to get this figured out first. So, uh, yeah, the, the, the transition to online learning is
like, | hate it, but, you know, | kind of just have grown accustomed to it. Um, yeah. And I'm like, |
can't wait for online, online learning to end, but then again, like also in the back of my head, I'm
like, I'm like, this needs to go away before, like, you know, in-person learning can resume for
me. So.

BT
Yeah. What, um, like what were hybrid classes like for you, have you had any of those?

ED

| had four hybrid classes this semester. Um, the name hybrid is really misleading because the
way they made it sound like is, um, I'll be going to class every two weeks or no, once every two
weeks or once every three weeks. Um, I've had, | have four hybrid classes. I've been to class
about five times this semester, literally. Yeah. Um, so like | had an economics class that was
hybrid. We met twice, twice. Um, and then my camera seminar class, we met twice also. Um,
and then for my intro to digital cine, we met once and then my image design wasn't even like, |
don't even consider it a class. It was literally like five people, including me and the teacher,
learning about how to, um, check out equipment from the film cage at the 1104 building. So
yeah, I've had five classes a semester. Um, and yeah, the rest of it is pretty much been online
learning.

BT

Um, so, you know, since obviously you hated online learning when it started last semester, like
why'd you decide to continue with college in the middle of all of this rather than just, you know,
taking maybe a semester or so off?

ED

Um, | mean, | like maybe if | feel like, um, I'm really not getting as much out of my college
experiences as | could be, like next semester, | might decide to take a leave of absence for
maybe a semester or so. So | don't have to like pay tuition during that time. But, um, | don't
know. | mean, | just feel like it's, it's still right. Like, | still want to kind of like, finish my education,
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even though this is going on. | think, um, it would have been a much different scenario if this
happened when | was still in high school, because if | were still in high school, like, | didn't, one,
I had, | wouldn't know how good Columbia would be, you know, kind of like, you know, from like
the, you know, all the events that happened my first year. So what | probably would have, so,
but with the decision between Columbia Emerson and, um, Santa Cruz, |, uh, probably just
would take a year off, honestly. Um, and maybe like reapplied to those colleges later and see if |
gotin. Um, yeah, but now that | was now that I'm in college, I'm like, you know, the pandemic
will be over when it's over, but | just, like, | don't know. | think | still need to like, continue my
learning.

BT

Yeah. Um, okay, so moving on to current events, because we all know there have been a lot of
those this year. So, like, have you found yourself, well, how have you found yourself more
interested and active about like, global and national issues lately?

ED

I mean, | think | find myself more active about global and, you know, national issues through
like, films that I'm making through like the internet through like, | mean, | feel like | have to do it
through the internet, because last semester, when it comes to, | don't know, BLM, like they're
saying, like, get educated. So not to say that | wasn't educated before. But like, | spent a lot of
time, you know, at kind of BLM events at open mics at like, you know, just really learning a lot
about the African American culture in Chicago. So like, when they said get educated, I'm like,
yes, | have been doing this for the last nine months. So, but the way I'm doing it right now,
needs to be through online because with you know, Coronavirus going up in Chicago. Um like, |
just, I'm not super comfortable with like, marching. Maybe | would if | were like 10 feet away
from everybody else. You know, yeah. It's, like, I'm still definitely staying active. Just, you know,
maybe not in person. Like when Biden won, um, you know, there was a parade near the Trump
Tower, but like, | couldn't, | couldn't go to that, you know, just cuz of like COVID is really going
up. Or, during the BLM protest, | did go to a protest around my area in Irvine. So it was a bit
more of a smaller one. But | was just comfortable in that setting. Because | was, you know, |
don't know, at least nine feet away from everybody else.

BT
Hmm. So with Black Lives Matter, like, how did you find out about George Floyd and everything
that went down this summer?

ED
Um, | found out about it, like, through just online like, through, through social media posts. Yeah,
I just, | just found out about it on Instagram.

BT
Like, what was your response? You know, like your reaction?

ED
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My reaction, it was like, it's, it's just so ridiculous, like, so we are in 2020. And things like this are
still happening. That's just kind of crazy to think about. Um, so of course, | would, you know, it's
an injustice and needs to be, you know, resolved.

BT
Um, how do you think social media has affected all of it?

ED

| think social media has been, it's, um, spread a lot of awareness, but not so much change, |
guess. Like, because there's a lot of people who have, you know, posted about it, like, | am in
support of BLM. But like, with COVID, it's like, it's, there's a difference between, like, being in
support and like, actually, being active in that community, you know, and like, really helping that
community. So, a lot of people | think, | think because of that, um, there has been a lot of
awareness, but maybe not so much a lot of change. So maybe that change will come up when
COVID ends and like, you know, we can meet in person again, but um, yeah,

BT
Yeah, makes sense. Um, how did you vote this year?

ED

| voted. Oh, like through, okay, | voted for Biden, and | voted through a mail in ballot. At first |
wanted to vote in Chicago, but it turns out, you have to be a resident for six months before you
can do that. So um, you know, that's just a kind of, | think that just kind of means that like, if you
live in a dorm, then you're not like a permanent resident because you're like moving around
every four months. Yeah. So, | voted through mailing. My parents sent me the ballot in for
California, and | mailed it in there.

BT
Gotcha. Uh, how did you react when you finally finally found out the results of the election.

ED

| was really excited. And | mean, it didn't completely feel real. I'm like, wow. Biden’s president.
That'sm that's kind of crazy. I'm almost no way how it didn't feel like Trump was really president
in 2016. Yeah, it was. Oh my gosh, like, we did it. Yeah. Because on, on Tuesday night, like, |
was just really | was really scared, because of like, all the Republican votes coming in, and I'm
like, Oh, my God, oh my God. Oh my God. Oh, my God. But then when the mail in ballots came
in, you know, it was like, oh, is there a glimmer of hope? Um, yeah. And then over the next day,
I'm like, oh, my goodness. Like, he might actually pull it off. And then, you know?

BT
Yeah. Um, oh, um, has the, has the election and, you know, current politics. Has it affected any
of your relationships? Like with friends or family?

ED
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Um, maybe, so, | guess, | guess not really, because, um, a lot of my friends have a similar
outlook on politics to me, like, they're, they were for Biden, they were for BLM. So it was like,
you know, at least the the friends here, you know, they took part in it and everything. And then
my friends back home, there were a couple people who | think lean more Republican. But in
general, they were like, for Biden, and they were also for BLM. And | think the couple friends
who | have back home, who might not kind of like lean that direction. | actually didn't hang out
with them too much during quarantine. So it never even really came up. You know?

BT
Yeah, yeah. | know, this is kind of a dumb question. But like, how do you feel about mask
mandates and social distancing all that

ED

You need to do it. | feel like, if we did it right the first time, then we still wouldn't be living like this.
Because like, the whole reason for quarantining is so the virus can die out because it has
nowhere to like, transfer to next. So, um, when everything opened back up, | think after
Coronavirus was going down, you know, we shouldn't have done that. Like, we should have
been in quarantine for maybe another month or two, even though it's really hard. And | know
everyone was getting stir crazy. Like, | think it was just something that we had to do. So I'm, I'm
okay with, you know, waiting for a vaccine now. And the way we're living right now, but | think
it's definitely necessary. Like, we need mask mandates. And we also like need to socially
distance just for our own health.

BT
| figured that would be the answer. But you know, you never know. It's, it's weird. Um, how is
COVID affected like your overall attitude and outlook on life and your mental health?

ED

It's really affected my mental health, in | think, in many different ways, like, with COVID and
mental health, well, because of, | think, um, | would | think if COVID didn't happen, a lot of the
things that | struggled with mentally and also physically wouldn't have happened either. | think |
wouldn't have been so in my head, and like, | think | wouldn't have | don't know, if the situation
never really came up. Like wouldn't be something I just don't think | would like, have struggled
with mental health as much as | did. Like with like, depression of being in this situation. Because
since | had such a great first year, transferring into quarantine, like, it was almost surreal. And
the entire, the entire time | felt like no, no, no, this isn't happening, like I'm going to wake up or
when, | when | fell asleep for like the first two months for the first two weeks. Like, | would kind
of just almost relive an event that | had in college with like, you know, a dream twist to it, like
moving out of my dorm after COVID or like, | don't know, going out with friends, you know, or
um meeting friends just really, really weird. Really weird stuff. Really weird stuff. Uh, and then
how has it affected my mental health? | still, | still think, like a part of me also, like, hasn't
accepted the fact that you know, COVID is here, like | know definitely it is here. And like, it's not
going anywhere for just a little bit a little while longer. But a part of me is still like, I'm going to
wake up and it will be March 13. And I'm going to go take my lightning midterm. Part of me will
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be like, you know, it's time to wake up, like, just close my eyes. And | like | wake up in my old
dorm. And, you know, this is never an issue COVID is never an issue. It's March 2020. You
know, | have an 8am class.

BT
How do you deal with like, those feelings? And like, who do you talk to about it?

ED

Um, well, | talked to my dad a lot. Um, | talked to other friends, | think | didn't, um, stay as
connected as | wish | could have with my Columbia friends and also with like, friends around my
area too, because we, we talk every, maybe one like once a week or once every two weeks. But
like, | think | really could have kind of like, stayed up to date with them a lot more than | did. And
I'm sure like, a lot of mental health and physical health problems really wouldn't have come up.
If I did do that. Um, and then, so with my, with my dad, he's a good listener. And I think that's
where | kind of, like inherited that from. So like, he'll kind of like, let me say, my piece. And then
after I've already got it off my chest, it's like, okay, what can we do about it now? With my mom,
she's kind of like, find a solution right away, or like, she's, it's almost like she's on an agenda.
You know, like, when, when | had my first in this is not in COVID related. But like when |, when |
was having my first real in person class, and | was still really paranoid about my eyes. I'm like,
man, I'm like, scared of going to in person class tomorrow, because I'm going to be seeing
things a very different way. And she's like, if you feel like you can’t take it and tell me so you can
drop out and I'm like, oh, thanks so much. I'm really like, that's definitely what | want to hear.
Okay, you can’t deal with it? Okay, just drop out of college. Oh, perfect. Yeah, exactly what |
want to do. Yeah. Oh, yeah. Because of that, | think | bottled up a lot of things. And that just,
you know, resulted in so many things going wrong. But, you know, it's more okay, now. It's not
okay. But, you know.

BT
Yeah, hopefully, it will be. What aspects of your life did you take for granted before COVID?

ED

Um, every. So | took for granted, man, so many things like, human. So there's, | think there's
several different points in 2020, where | realized what I've been taking for granted. Like, when it
first closed down, it's like | just took for granted being able to be in college, and being able to go
out freely, and hang out with friends, like, you know, without any protective gear and just have a
normal life. | took a normal for granted. And then, when this happened, | took all my body parts
acting completely normally for granted. Like, um, it's, it's a really big thing, too. And then when |
moved back to college for the, this semester, for the first two weeks, like | had, there was
nobody here so | was just alone in my head. And like, you know, that was kind of that was hard
for me to deal with. So | took for granted even though | didn't really like my situation, at least if I,
you know, was feeling lonely, | had to do is go downstairs and someone was there. And now I'm
about to, even though this semester still feels surreal to me, it feels like it almost hasn't started
yet. And I'm about to leave again to go home. So I'm about to probably take for granted again,
what I've been able to do while I've been here.
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BT
Yeah. Um, how do you feel about like the national response to the pandemic?

ED

Really, really bad. Um, | think there's uh the, at least one positive thing about the national
response to the pandemic is the fact that like, maybe Trump wouldn't have lost if he didn't
respond the way he did. Like, | think what happened is, um, if so one thing that Democrats really
knew about Trump is like, he's kind of a big baby, like, you know, he says a lot of stuff, but when
it's time to act, he won't act. So when the Coronavirus came up, and he didn't act, you know,
like, we were forced into a situation that we don't want to be in. And he's not, he was not taking
us out of it. And he's still not taking us out of it, like COVID is going up again, we're probably
gonna have to quarantine again. So when people realize that it's like, no, like, this person
cannot stay in power.

BT
Yeah.

ED

So | think there was a, there is, |, on one hand, | really wish that he would have made everybody
quarantine longer. And | really wish he would have taken more initiative to make sure everybody
is safe. But on the other hand, you know, at least | know that, like we have a brighter future
ahead of us.

BT
Hmm, um, how do you think COVID is going to carry into the next year? Because | think at this
point, it's foregone conclusion that it will, but how do you think it will?

ED

Oh, yeah, that was definitely going to conclude in into the next year. Uh, | think it's the way that
life has been going on right now is going to kind of like, um just put itself into the next year. And
maybe by summer of 2021, we will have a vaccine that everybody is taking. So even though
probably, we'll still have mask culture, we'll be able to maybe drive many different places, or
we'll be able to, like, see friends pretty regularly. So COVID is definitely still going to be with us.
But you know, we won't have to live in fear of it as much anymore. At least for the first no, for
the second half of the year.

BT
Yeah. Um, so how do you compare America's current situation to foreign countries who have
reacted differently?

ED
Um, | compare America's response to, not as good. In, in foreign countries, like, | think, like, let's
say Spain, or ltaly, or France, they were hit a lot harder with COVID. So they really knew to like,
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they took a lot of initiative to quarantine. Like, if you looked at the way Italy was quarantine, like,
you know, animals started swimming back into the canals in Venice, because no one was no
boats were like, driving around, it's the water was really clean. Yeah. Um, so | think because of
that, like, and just other countries taking it so much more seriously, now, they're able to kind of
live a little bit more loosely than we are. Because, you know, just there's not as much COVID in
the country.

BT
So like, just generally, how do you feel about the future moving forward from where we're at
right now?

ED

I'm hopeful, but I'm also really scared. Um, | think I'm more scared for personal reasons. But |
think if we, if | put my situation personally to the side, | think we if we have a positive outlook on
the future, between Biden becoming president, at least, you know, something that I'm excited
about is we'll take climate change a lot more seriously, even though we really should have been
four years ago. So | think that's, | think that's positive. | think that we're going to take COVID a
lot more seriously when he gets in office too, which I'm, you know, I'm really excited about and |
think that with the vaccine has a 90% um, what is it? 90%? working?

BT
Yeah, one has a 90% one has a 95% effective rate.

ED

Yeah, exactly. So | think because those two things like we have a lot to look forward to, um, in
my personal situation, like I'm really scared because something that's on my mind a lot is that
This and | almost makes me see time differently because, um, let's say so one, | have no idea
when it's going to go away or if it will go away. So because of that I'm scared of the future. I'm
much more than | have been in the past. And then let's say it also kind of affects the way | see
the past too, because maybe | haven't, let's say, | haven't watched a movie in a while, like, I'm
on Netflix. I'm like, oh, | haven't watched that in forever. And then I'll be like, yeah, the last time |
watched it was before this came up, and then like, that'll automatically pop into my head, and I'l
be like, I'll watch it later.

BT
Yeah yeah yeah.

ED
It's, it's a really big like, it makes me almost paranoid. So, um, | think I'm scared for my future.
But | think the future of the country is moving in a really positive direction.

BT
So you'd say that, like visual distortion has been like a big, big effect on your life?



1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131
1132
1133
1134

ED

Yes. Less of a big effect now so. And do | think it's going to permanently be with me? No, |
don't. Um, but in terms of like, the effect that has had on my life, right now, like, | can't deny, you
know, how it's kind of changed my outlook.

BT
Yeah. Um, and just finally, generally, is there anything else you'd like to add to the interview?
Any other points?

ED

Um, maybe, huh? | don't think so. | think, I think, okay, maybe one last thing that I'd like to add
to the interview, is that, um, even though, | think my expectations, just like last year, for this
semester, were much lower than what | really got. Um, because when | came back to Chicago, |
was around a positive environment again, where | didn't have to be so stressed or worried about
what was going on around me. And I'm really thankful that like, | was able to see my roommate
again, | was really able to see best, my best friends again, | was really thankful that I'm able to
kind of like walk around the city, and go to restaurants | loved last year, or reconnect with
people who | knew before COVID. Um, and like, the, you know, that did not have to happen, |
could be at home, doing the, you know, online learning right now. And | could still be in that
same mind state of like, being super high maintenance and like, you know, kind of like, what's
wrong with life right now? Just kind of controlling my mind state. But that didn't happen. So I'm
just, I'm thankful for all the things that I've been able to do this semester. Is it what | want? No,
you know, yeah, but, um, am | thankful I've been able to do a lot.

BT
Yeah um, yeah, makes sense. Well, thank you, Elliot. It was, it was good. It was a lot of fun. |
feel like | learned a lot. | hope you had fun.

ED
Yeah, no, thanks so much. I, this was great.

BT
Yeah, thanks. Yeah.



