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Clare Cinelli: Alright, so this is the Oral History Capturing Student Life During

Quarantine project. My name is Clare Cinelli, it is May 4%, Monday at 11:39.
Clare Cinelli: And what is your name?

Jayla Sims: My name is Jay’La Sims and it is May 4",

Clare Cinelli: And what is your year of birth?

Jayla Sims: 2000.

Clare Cinelli: And your location?

Jayla Sims: I'm in Dallas, Texas.

Clare Cinelli: And I am in Chicago, Illinois. And what is your major?
Jayla Sims: Comedy writing and performance.

Clare Cinelli: And your year of graduation?

Jayla Sims: 2023.

Clare Cinelli: And then your place of birth?

Jayla Sims: Henderson, Texas.

Clare Cinelli: And were you also raised there?

Jayla Sims: Yes, for four years.

Clare Cinelli: And your mother's year of birth and place of birth?
Jayla Sims: 1969 and she was born in Pampanga, Philippines.

Clare Cinelli: And then father's year of birth and place of birth?

Jayla Sims: 1979 he was born and Henderson Texas as well.

Clare Cinelli: All right, and to start the questions, what is your earliest memory?

Jayla Sims: Uh, my earliest memory is when I fell into a ditch, I was like riding a four
wheeler, and I fell into a ditch and I like skinned my knee. I think that was my first

memory.
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Clare Cinelli: And what do you remember growing up—What do you remember most
about growing up in Texas?

Jayla Sims: Um Well, I guess, all of the apartment complexes that I've lived at
because I've lived on the same street for like a very long time. So I guess just this one
street.

Clare Cinelli: And what's your favorite activity as a child?

Jayla Sims: Playing with dolls in my room. I liked making them talk to each other, so.

Clare Cinelli: What was your favorite part of high school?

Jayla Sims: That's hard. Um, I would say, my friends, my friends were the best part of
it.

Clare Cinelli: And what was the most challenging part?

Jayla Sims: A lot of judgment from everyone, including the teachers. I think that's
really challenging.

Clare Cinelli: Tell me about your favorite high school teacher.

Jayla Sims: It's hard, I hated high school so much. Wow. I-1 was not expecting this.
I'm gonna go with Christopher Chambers, because I had in my senior year and he
taught math and he passed me with the 90 even though I didn't know anything in the
class. So he was very nice for that.

Clare Cinelli: So what were your expectations and or ambitions when you graduated
high school?

Jayla Sims: I knew that I was going to go to Columbia. I knew that I wanted to
somehow be in comedy in some shape or form. I wasn't sure if it was writing or stand
up, or just acting and comedy, but I just knew that that was the route that I was going
to take.

Clare Cinelli: And why did you decide to choose Columbia College over any other
college?

Jayla Sims: I got really good scholarships, and when I toured the school I really liked
it. Like I liked everything that I saw.

Clare Cinelli: And what was it like moving from Texas to Chicago when you first
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started college?

Jayla Sims: It was very new, because I obviously never been anywhere else I've
grown up in the same place since I was like four. So it was just very, very new, but
also really refreshing, in a way, it felt like I got like a new page in my book kind of.

Clare Cinelli: And what was challenging and what is still challenging about living in a
dorm in a big city?

Jayla Sims: Um, sound. I feel like there's just a lot of sounds going on constantly and I,
like live next to a train. So that was a little bit challenging but yeah.

Clare Cinelli: What was your favorite part about going to school in Chicago?

Jayla Sims: All the new people that I got to meet from like so many different places, I
think was one of my favorite parts.

Clare Cinelli: So when did you first become aware of the coronavirus?

Jayla Sims: I got a text from my— well I read it on the internet, first and I was like, oh,
interesting. And this was in like the end of January, and then I got a text from my
mom that was like there's one case of the coronavirus in Chicago. Bring hand sanitizer
on the train. Please be safe and all this. And then I was like okay, love her.

Clare Cinelli: And what did you fear the most when learning about the dangers of the
virus?

Jayla Sims: What I feared the most was just the effect of everyone else around me.
Like T know that like I could get the virus, but it might not be that bad, but then
people with underlying conditions and the people that live in dorms that have like a
lot of people in it or people that eat at a cafeteria that have a lot of people in it and I'm
like, oh, that's gross, but yeah.

Clare Cinelli: And where were you when you first found out that Columbia was
transitioning to remote learning?

Jayla Sims: I was in my dorm. And—yes, [ was in my dorm and it was five minutes
before I was about to go to one of my classes. It's like, oh, and then that whole entire
class period, we just talked about classes going online. So, yeah.

Clare Cinelli: How did your peers feel about transitioning to remote learning?

Jayla Sims: Hated it, hated it, didn't understand the concept of it. We were just like,
how are we gonna improv through the computer and all this stuff and it was just like,
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It-there were a lot of concerns. Like everyone was really concerned I think, about it.
Clare Cinelli: How did your spring break plans change?

Jayla Sims: I never really even had spring break plans. So, I mean, I guess they
changed in the way that [ wasn't in Chicago anymore, but not that much.

Clare Cinelli: How did the virus and the college closing impact your living situation?

Jayla Sims: So I live in a dorm, so I had to move out. Um, so I wasn't living with my
old roommates, or in my own room anymore. So now I live with my mom and my
sister.

Clare Cinelli: Describe the process of moving out and having to move out fairly
quickly after learning about the virus.

Jayla Sims: Oh my god. So it was just a lot of planning, like where are we going to
put our stuff, you know, how are we going to do this, like in the safest way possible.
And we had a time limit of two hours to move out so we had to like, schedule a time
with our with our housing and we did that, but we showed up early and we even went
like over the time because I don't think anyone can pack in like two hours, but we
couldn't, so.

Clare Cinelli: How did you decide what things you wanted to bring back to Texas?
Jayla Sims: Hm?

Clare Cinelli: How did you decide what things you wanted to bring back?

Jayla Sims: Oh yeah, that was hard as well. I was just like, do I, I was like, can I see
this next year? Like, that's what I kept asking myself, like can I, not next year, but like
next semester. I'm like, can I wait to see this item until next semester? Okay, put it in
the box.

Clare Cinelli: Describe your current living situation.

Jayla Sims: Um, I live in an apartment with my mom and my sister. My mom has her
own room and I share a room with my sister, and that's a little bit, uh, rough because
she always says it's not my room and she never wants me to do anything in there so, I

just like own the living room now, I guess.

Clare Cinelli: How did your family react to you coming home from school for the rest
of the semester?
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Jayla Sims: My mom was actually like really happy but I think that's because she
missed me and she wanted to see me, so she was like really happy to see me again.
She was like yay! like when I got to the airport and hugged me but she was still like
very sad for me. She was like, this sucks. And I was like, yeah. My sister was fed up.
She didn't want me to come back because she was having a good middle schooler life
with her own room and she was like ew, now I can't talk to my friends at midnight.
Yah, okay.

Clare Cinelli: And how did the pandemic change your relationship to your immediate
family?

Jayla Sims: Um, I guess I care for them and worry for them. I'm not saying I didn't do
that before, but I do it a lot more now.

Clare Cinelli: How has your family's careers and income been impacted by the virus?

Jayla Sims: So my mom is the only person working in our household right now. And
she's a nurse and it— um, well, it could have affected her because in Texas they were
saying that if you work in a nursing home, you can only choose one nursing home, but
she works at two. Because, like, that's just how she makes her money and she works
one on on the weekend and one on the weekdays and she didn't want to choose
between one. But I don't know, something happened with that law, whatever it is.
She's still working at both of those places. She's just mainly mad that she's not, she's
not getting a raise at all. Nothing's really changed. She works the same hours.

Clare Cinelli: What fears, do you have about your mom working in a high risk
situation?

Jayla Sims: I have fears that she could bring it home. I have fears that she could
spread it to other people. I have fears that she will, I don't know, lose her job or I also
have fears about her stress because I know she's very stressed, like all time, like
working and she just she would she would really like as a raise. But I don't know, 1
stress about things like that.

Clare Cinelli: And how did the infection prevention restrictions and recommendations
in your location in Texas differ from Chicago's?

Jayla Sims: They differ in the way where yes, we're supposed to wear masks and
public and a lot of people don’t though and now we're reopening a lot of our
restaurants to like 25%. I don't know. That means you just let 25% of people in it, I
think. But yeah, where we were reopening like movie theaters and shops and stores
and stuff like that. So I guess that's different. I didn't see that when I went to Chicago.

Clare Cinelli: And what precautions have you been taking when going out in public?
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Jayla Sims: Um, I just wear a mask and I make sure to wash my hands and sanitize
them after I get out and not to touch certain things that obviously don't need to be
touched so.

Clare Cinelli: So what is the most challenging part of online classes?

Jayla Sims: Finding motivation to do my work because I really don't have a good desk
or place to work and I also live in a small apartment so I don't have much time alone.
And if I do there sounds everywhere and so it's not like a lot of time for me to focus,
especially when my couch is right in front of me. I don’t know.

Clare Cinelli: Why do you do better either online or in person setting?

Jayla Sims: I do better in person, but I mean I'm bad at both because I, just, learning
stuff, but I think I'm better in person, because I can just, I'm a little more attentive. I
say little, but I just feel like in person it's better for me to learn and more hands on. I'm
like a really hands on learner.

Clare Cinelli: Are there any unexpected positives about your online classes?

Jayla Sims: My teachers are being a lot nicer about Grading which is good and I think.
Hmm. It gives me more time, I get to pick and choose the time where I do my work
kind of because some classes. I don't have any more. So I can do work in between
those instead of if was in Chicago I would have to be going to those classes and.

Clare Cinelli: And how are you and your professors communicating?
Jayla Sims: Mostly through our outlook emails. I guess I would say.

Clare Cinelli: And what keeps you motivated when continuing to do school work
during this time?

Jayla Sims: Um, I don't know. I'm just like, I already had these classes. So it's, it's
kind of just a mood of I'm already here, but the motivation like rarely comes, but
when it, when it does I'm just like, I'm already here, I have two more weeks left, 1
want to get something out of this course and everyone's here just like me. So.

Clare Cinelli: How did you feel about Columbia's decision to allow all classes to be
pass or fail?

Jayla Sims: Um, I supported that I support that. I was like okay good like I think a lot
of people might need that right now.
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Clare Cinelli: And did you elect for any of your classes to be pass fail? Why?

Jayla Sims: Um, I think. Okay, so I was about to and I signed up for it and then they
were like email your guidance counselor or a counselor or whatever. And then I was
like, nevermind. I was like, nevermind. I'll just, I'll just take the grade that I have.
Because to me, grades don't really mean that much. So, and I knew that I was gonna
pass all of my classes. So I didn't think that my GPA was going to take a hard fall.
Anyways, and, you know it didn't seem necessary.

Clare Cinelli: And what is your ideal grading system during a time like this?

Jayla Sims: No grading system.

Clare Cinelli: On a normal weekday, what do you do well at home during the
pandemic?

Jayla Sims: Um, I just spend a lot of time on my phone. I would say screen time and
um, | guess, talking to my sister and, and just watching shows on Netflix.

Clare Cinelli: What new hobbies have you picked up during this time?

Jayla Sims: No new hobbies, I guess. I mean, YouTube. Watching a bunch of
YouTube videos in a row. I guess I never really, I didn't used to do that. I guess now I
do it now. That can be a new hobby.

Clare Cinelli: And how do you and your friends keep in touch during this time?

Jayla Sims: Mostly though Instagram, or I see them on Twitter a lot and we Snapchat
each other and text kind of, and facetimes. So social media and FaceTime.

Clare Cinelli: Has your relationship with your friends changed at all?

Jayla Sims: Not really. I think the only thing that's changed is I see them through a
screen now, but that's about it.

Clare Cinelli: And how much did breaking protocol to see your friends, cross your
mind?

Jayla Sims: Too many times, too many times, especially because there are some
people that like live in my neighborhood that are not taking it seriously, that text mean

and are like, you want to hang out? And I'm like, sorry, no.

Clare Cinelli: How do you feel about the people not taking the pandemic seriously?
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Jayla Sims: I wish they would stop. So like it's just kind of selfish in a way I think just
to everyone else, and to everyone that's out there working and to everyone that has
underlying conditions. It's just kind of selfish.

Clare Cinelli: And what goals do you have for yourself and your space during
quarantine?

Jayla Sims: A goal I have for myself is the same goal that I've always had, is just to
continue working on myself trying to be a better person A goal I have for my space is
that my family could maybe get along a little more just be nicer to each other. I guess
that's the goal for my my space, my home.

Clare Cinelli: And what are some unexpected positives about spending time at home
and with family?

Jayla Sims: I feel like I'm learning a lot more about my sister and my mom than I than
I would have if if we weren't in quarantine because now we're always together. So I'm
always seeing some part of them, so that's that's been really positive.

Clare Cinelli: What have you learned or what has changed about your family
dynamic?

Jayla Sims: Well, I've learned that my mom likes to stress herself out a lot. Um,
something that's changed about my family dynamic, I guess I'm growing a little bit
closer to my sister. I mean, we are always close, but this time I feel like she would go
to me before my mom if she really had something if she really had something she
personally needed advice about.

Clare Cinelli: Has anyone you know, been sick or affected by the virus? Describe
their experience that they had.

Jayla Sims: I don't know anyone that's been sick by the coronavirus but I do know my
mom's ex-coworker, she doesn't work with this woman anymore, but she's a nurse and
her facility actually got the coronavirus. It's not a facility my mom works at, but it's
one of my mom's friends, so, and they said that they separated a hallway for people
with the virus. So only people with a virus are going to be in a certain hallway and
that some nurses are like I'm not going in the same hallways and if they put me in the
hallway, I'm not showing up, but that's that's secondhand so.

Clare Cinelli: And how do you deal with feelings of depression or anxiety during this
time?

Jayla Sims: I don't. just kidding. Um, I guess I I try to talk to my friends about it. I try
to talk to my friends about what's going on at home and um just how I've been feeling
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overwhelmed lately and stuff like that. I think it's always good to talk to a friend. I
don't see my therapist anymore because I can't do virtual therapy because I don't have
any privacy, but I'm going to try to book a session because I don't know. I need it.

Clare Cinelli: What resources did you or do you use to monitor current news about the
coronavirus?

Jayla Sims: My mom always keeps our TV on the news, which is terrible, but she
does that, so I'm always seeing a lot of stuff related to the coronavirus and I guess just
the news app on my phone, or just the internet, that's really where I really do get most
of my information from.

Clare Cinelli: And how did the news and or social media coverage of the pandemic
influence your thoughts about it?

Jayla Sims: It made me really scared, I guess, because every time I'm on the news. It's
just like, It's all that's there. And then, especially on the internet, people are crazy.
And they will say things that make no sense.

Jayla Sims: Can you hear that?
Clare Cinelli: [shakes head no]
Jayla Sims: Okay. Okay, good. There's like kids outside playing basketball. Sorry.

Jayla Sims: Um, yeah, and they're like people on the Internet will just lie or say like
really weird things about it that are not true and I'm like, that scares me, but I know
it's not true. So I guess scared.

Clare Cinelli: What are your thoughts about misinformation being spread during this
time?

Jayla Sims: This is a terrible time to do that because everyone is already scared, with
the the true information that they've received so misinformation is just really a really,
really bad influence for people right now.

Clare Cinelli: So since you moved out of the dorms on May 1%, what are your feelings
towards Columbia when moving out?

Jayla Sims: If I get the coronavirus it is Columbia College Chicago's fault and nobody
else's. That's what I'll say, I also just think it's a level of information that needs to be
given because really students that live in housing really weren't given that much
information, whereas other schools, they were like, okay, move out, move out now,
which is also very last minute. So I'm very like on two sides about this.
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Clare Cinelli: Describe your experience moving out.

Jayla Sims: So, I was on the road for 12 hours traveling from Dallas to Chicago,
which was just a really long time. We didn't want, We didn't want to ride a plane
because we just had too much stuff and it was just a little bit too dangerous for us. Um,
so, yeah, I mean, moving out was just really hectic because we had so. Wow. Yeah.
We had so much stuff. And we had to put it in a in a storage room for next year and
decide what was going back and what wasn’t, and they only gave us two hours, but
we showed up early and we needed like five hours. Yeah.

Clare Cinelli: How were other people in the building reacting to the pandemic?

Jayla Sims: The two security officers at the front desk both had on masks and there
was hand sanitizer in the lobby. Um, the residents that just stay in the housing that
aren't students look fine. I saw a guy walking his dog. He looks fine. There was also a
man, leaving the apartment. He didn't have a mask but he had on workout clothes and
he he seemed find. The workers were really sweet about the whole moving out thing
also like very calm and understanding if we took longer.

Clare Cinelli: Okay—what do you think life will look like a month from now or even
four months from now?

Jayla Sims: Hopefully better. I think maybe people will still be taking precautions. I
feel like some people even just start wearing masks, even after this is all over I feel
like everyone will be a lot more precocious if we are, if we aren't in quarantine
anymore. Um, but I also feel like people will be a lot more joyful and and thankful for
what they have in front of them and won't really complain about hanging out in
friends with friends. Maybe they will probably but, yeah.

Clare Cinelli: How are your plans for the summer changing?

Jayla Sims: I wanted to go to LA during the summer. But I was supposed to work at
least for a month or a little bit full time at a restaurant that I used to work at but that's
changed because I just don't think I'm going to go to LA this summer, just because of
everything that's going on. So it's changing the way that I'll probably go, I don't know
for spring break or winter break or something. Um, so that's how my plans for
summer have changed. I'm still hopefully going to get a job in some way in some
shape or form.

Clare Cinelli: What kind of job are you going to consider looking for?

Jayla Sims: Centering looking for my first retail job because I really want to get into
that side just, I've never really worked with clothing before but I've always wanted to

10
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know people say to not and if I didn't get a job in retail I was just going to go back to
my old job, which is tortilla tacos.

Clare Cinelli: What are your fears about working either in retail or in the food
business once restaurants open?

Jayla Sims: Um—Germs, the virus itself. Yeah, just like a second wave of the viruses
is really scary and definitely a probability. So I would be fearful of that and. Yeah.

Clare Cinelli: What other travel plans have changed for the near future?

Jayla Sims: Um, I don't think any other travel plans have changed. I was, it was just
me going to LA for the summer that is has really changed. But other than that, I really
wasn't going to travel anywhere else.

Clare Cinelli: And how is your relationship with school changed?

Jayla Sims: It's changed in a way that I have less respect for the teachers that expect
100% right now or expect everyone to be on top of their A game. I feel like teachers
like that are are just, they're really, they don't think about their students as much as
they should think about their students. So I've been able to just recognize teachers like
that and how teachers really just aren't as as different as, as we are. I mean, yes, there
the teacher and where the student, but they're also human and they do make mistakes
and they should have like empathy for their students.

Clare Cinelli: How have you expressed these concerns to the college and or your
professors?

Jayla Sims: I haven't. I guess through my course evaluations. I could but, no, I really
haven't expressed it to the college at all, or to any of my teachers, I just, that's just
something I- I guess I could say I've expressed it by not showing up to some of my
classes, but not really because I still show up to my classes, there's only been like a
few.

Clare Cinelli: And how do you feel the college's handling communication? And do
you think that they are doing all that they could to help out students during this time?

Jayla Sims: Um, I think as best as they could, they are kinda very indecisive um, I
mean, | get emails that are like if you need extra help email if you're having problems
financially, please email us back if you need to talk about any of your classes or you
have concerns, you know, please email us back. So I think the communication
through email has been good. But the communication through like access and what
everyone has access to and what some people don't have access to. There hasn't been
good communication with that.

11
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Clare Cinelli: Describe more about, um, like access.

Jayla Sims: I think they didn't really just describe to the teachers. I mean, even though
teachers that are already know this, we're in a pandemic, how much students can
really be affected by this. And how important it is to change the grading, a little bit or
change how you grade or how you view students as good or bad, because no one's, no
student is going to be giving their 100% right now so I feel like they should have
communicated that to the teachers and to and to everyone.

Clare Cinelli: What classes have continued successfully online? And how did they do
it?

Jayla Sims: I'm a class that's continued successfully somehow is my Writing and
Rhetoric two class which is and it's an honors class which is really weird because
before when we weren't online. I was doing a really bad job in that class and I could
not keep up. But now that we've transitioned to online classes he holds zooms on
Tuesday. But they're not mandatory to go to. So you don't have to go to any zoom
meetings and for his class he posts, all of the work like weeks ahead so you know
when to do it. Mostly everything is worth five points, except for our final essay. Um,
so it's really good. That class has been going really well online and we meet up with
the group to to discuss our essays, but we get to schedule a time like when we get to
meet up with those groups. So it's really flexible.

Clare Cinelli: And what classes had a harder time transitioning to online?

Jayla Sims: My voice class for non-theater majors somehow, but it makes sense has
been going very terribly. It doesn't feel like a class anymore. Um, I just realized, we're
being recorded and people can watch this, but I don't think my voice teachers going to
watch this, but I just realized that, um, it doesn't feel like a class anymore. And our
teacher’s always having problems with the her Wi-Fi, which makes me honestly
really happy because I don't want to have a zoom voice class because we're just it's
just us making like weird noises through the computer and like moving our mouths
and a really weird way.And she also gives us— which is which works a lot better in
real life, but she also gives us like lesson plans and, and monologues to do, but none
of them are assignments. They're just like. They're not assigned. She doesn't put them
in as assignments, so you can do it whenever so I that's a good part of it, but it's just
been going badly because I don't think anyone wants to do the work. I think because
this is an extra credit kind of class like it's not as serious as the other ones.

Clare Cinelli: So besides those two classes, how have your other classes transitioned?

Jayla Sims: Um, my comedy survey classes online now so she will record her lectures
and then we'll do a creative assignment, and then we'll do a response. And then we'll
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do a worksheet all based off of the lecture that we get for the week and we have a 48
hour grace period for that class. So that's in the bag. That's easy. Um, my comedy
foundations class meets every single Tuesday and Thursday, which is a little bit much,
but it's still fun because our teacher, Rick, is just a really nice guy and he always says
that it's his favorite part of the day. So it's just a really sweet class. And we've been
doing monologues through the laptop. So that's how we've adjusted and, yeah, oh and
my, my oral history class, which has been going good.

Clare Cinelli: And how do you feel about your learning objectives being fulfilled in
your major during this time?

Jayla Sims: Eh, I mean, I feel good about it. I know that I am learning probably just as
much as if I would have been in person. But also probably not because I'm not as
attentive when it's online. But they are giving me all the information that I would have
needed when we were together.

Clare Cinelli: And do you feel like you're still at a good pace to learn everything
about comedy and performance that you need to before graduation?

Jayla Sims: Yes, definitely. Definitely.

Clare Cinelli: And how was your ability to learn about comedy or how is this
pandemic kind of affected your skills in comedy?

Jayla Sims: Huh. Hmm. It's kind of helped in a way that I try to find more things
funnier. Because in situations of stress that's just what I naturally do. Um, it's also
helped in a way just to see how my classmates react to it and how how they're doing
as well. And just like what we can do to help each other stay creative and work
because I have one classmate and she is, she's been posting like writing prompts to do,
and she's doing them herself, but she's inviting everyone to do it. And I just think it's
really cool to see things like that.

Clare Cinelli: And how have you personally worked to stay creative during this time?

Jayla Sims: Um, I just try to first, I have to find like a peace of mind to to be in the
state to work or not even a piece of mine actually just, I just try to create even when I
don't want to, in some shape or form, whether it's small or or big or if it's just writing
one thing down. I'm like okay I keep my juices flowing like it's fun. Like, I don't have
to, I don't know. I don't have to make a mural every single day or write a 10 minute
sketch every single day.

Clare Cinelli: And what are your fears about next semester and how the virus might
affect future classes?
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Jayla Sims: I'm really scared that we might have to go online for the first month or a
few months, I just think that would really suck. So that's what scares me the most
going online for fall semester really scares me.

Clare Cinelli: Why?

Jayla Sims: Because yes, online is cute and fun, no actually no online is not cute and
fun or really good for my major at all. I mean, it's good right now because we, we
were already halfway through the school year, when this happened. So we're kind of,
you know, finishing things off like these last four weeks or so, but to do it for a month
or just to begin with online school like to have that be the start of your classes is really
not fun, especially just for a performance major.

Clare Cinelli: How will your ability to perform after your graduated be affected by not
having this time in person?

Jayla Sims: I hope it won't be affected that much. I hope for it not be affected that
much because I know that I'll be able to make up time. I know that I'm still studying
right now in some shape or form. Um, so I hope that it's not affected them.

Clare Cinelli: And how difficult is it to perform comedy through zoom and what are
the changes in the effectiveness of performance?

Jayla Sims: So we'll do like monologues. And I think it's so right now we're doing
comedic monologues. But before we were doing dramatic monologues. And it's just
weird because you have to place your computer certain way and then I'm like, Okay,
I'm going to pretend that my computer's not there. And I don't see like twelve boxes
of faces on my laptop right now and I'm going to perform this monologue. And that's
really weird. And I think performance is really important in person because we're
learning in person performance like we're learning live theater, live stand up just like
doing everything in front of an audience. So to not have an actual audience there and
have it be your computer is terrible and also lagging, there's just a lot of like lagging
and the ability to to shut your laptop really gives you less motivation in a class, I
think.

Clare Cinelli: What do you think professors could do and the college could do to aid
students in performance majors to like successfully complete the courses?

Jayla Sims: Um, hm, I don't know. I'm not so sure. I mean, | really just don't even
think we should be having class right now. If I'm gonna be super honest. But—

Clare Cinelli: Why do you feel that way?

Jayla Sims: Hm?
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Clare Cinelli: Why do you feel that way?

Jayla Sims: I just feel like there's a lot going on right now. And a lot of people, their
heads are genuinely somewhere else and you also just don't know what certain people
go back home to and and what we have access to and just. I don't know, my mom, the
other day, she was like, why are you all in school, you're not in school and I was like,
thank you, like, we're not we're not like on the campus. We're not with the teachers
we're not in the buildings, we're not, we're not present. I think you've been like during
class, we're just is not present and you can feel that.

Clare Cinelli: What do you think the college will learn from going remotely and how
do you think they might change in person classes?

Jayla Sims: Um, I think they will learn what a lot of students struggle with, or how a
lot of students struggle. Like, I think they will get a lot of personal stories and they
will just like see, also they'll see how many people have changed their grades pass fail
and just how much grades can affect people and how much school is really a vital part
of some people's lives. And I don’t know, it's something that you have to adapt. so
maybe they'll learn how to adapt a lot better to certain things or certain students needs,
I hope.

Clare Cinelli: And how do you think society is going to change permanently and
impermanently?

Jayla Sims: Impermanently we're going to be happy to be outside for a little bit, but
then I can tell we're going to, I think people that are introverted are going to be like,
oh, never mind. I'm like, I feel like, well, I'll be able to get like that one friend out of
the house that like never goes out like after all this, they'll go out, but then they'll
probably stop. So that will be impermanent. But permanent, I think. I think some
people will continue to wear a mask. I don't know how real, that is, but in my head,
that just feels like sensible and kind of cool if we just became a masked society if we
were just like, wearing masks everywhere we go. It is. It's cute. It's a fashion
statement. I'm here for it.

Clare Cinelli: And what negatives do you think society might continue with after the
virus?

Jayla Sims: How some people reacted to it and how some people didn't. Like I feel
like there, there will be Trump supporters that are gonna be like I wasn't even scared
of this virus. Like I was outside like fighting for you all to come outside and like now
you all are out here, scaredy cats, and then I just think there's some people that are just
going to be quarantined forever because they're scared. And they should be. But I
think there's going to be like a lot of fear in the air of like, oh this is not permanent.
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Like, there can always be something to come in and change, and change your
everyday life. So I feel like a lot of people are going to be living with that fear in the
back of their head.

Clare Cinelli: And how did you feel about people's reactions when they were buying
toilet paper excessively and when they were, you know buying diaper and clearing
shelves?

Jayla Sims: Um, again, fear, like just a lot of fear and stress just going around. I think
just those people were scared, but then those people were also selfish, just like people
that don't want to social distance right now. I mean, they're, they're scared that they
have people that aren't practicing that they are probably scared of it, not as scared as
everyone else but still scared, maybe even just more scared to lose their friends, but
still selfish. Or people who want to get haircuts. I don't know. They're scared that their
average day life is like going to be taken away from them, but also like selfish.

Clare Cinelli: And how do you think your life will change permanently after this?

Jayla Sims: Um, I definitely will be viewing my relationships in a different form or in
a different way, I guess, um, I just really care about the friends who keep in contact
with me, maybe not even every day. But even some other months, and I understand
that it's a pandemic, so people can’t, you know, check up on you or text you because
everyone's in their own state of mind, but it is really important to see the people who
call and care and I think I would always have like a love for them in my heart for that,
for being for us being with each other like during these tough times.

Clare Cinelli: What are some aspects of life that you took for granted before the
virus?

Jayla Sims: Everything, I mean I, yeah, I definitely took like eating inside of a place
for granted because I don't cook. I don't cook. So I took. I took that for granted. I
guess I took cooking in my house for granted to, because that's really important and
that will save your life in times like these, so that and eating inside of places with a
table. I guess kind of having a job, but not really. I don’t really like that. So I guess
like being a cashier and like making money and like having like a line of like 30
customers out the door was actually important if I wanted to make money. It was
actually important. And even though I hated it.

Clare Cinelli: What are your feelings towards taking it at risks job during this time?
Jayla Sims: I saw this sign on the freeway that was like thank you to essential workers.
That's it. That's the sign. And that was like a sign that like Texas put up but essential

workers don't get paid more don't really get any fair treatment, still like everything is
still the same. So my feelings towards being an essential worker, just like an at risk
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worker during this time is. It's the same. You are treated the same. The only thing is
you're working, you're working for money to help you survive and that's okay.

Clare Cinelli: And what was the most significant change in your life due to the virus?

Jayla Sims: I would say this online schooling has been a really significant change. I
mean, because I would be in Chicago right now and I would be on campus so that that
has been the biggest change.

Clare Cinelli: Was the most challenging part of quarantine for you?

Jayla Sims: Staying in this apartment with my family. [ mean, yeah, I mean, my mom
goes to work, so I don't see her every day, but I do see my sister a lot and I don't. I
don't know. It's hard to find a form of privacy. I love them but that's that's really been
challenging to like find my own peace of mind my own time to be quiet and my own
time to be alone you and I'm never alone.

Clare Cinelli: Um, what do you think Columbia should have done differently when
handling news about the pandemic?

Jayla Sims: A lot. I feel like there should have been more updates, more emails before
March, even just about the virus in general and to stay safe and stuff like that and
more information. I think a lot of people definitely could have used a lot more
information because even on the last week, uh the week before we got the news that
class we're going to be online, people were like are we saying in the dorms? like, are
we still going to be in the dorms? Are our class is going to go online? Like we were
asking all these questions a week prior that some colleges already got the answer to.
So.

Clare Cinelli: How do you feel about the future, both academically and in your
personal life?

Jayla Sims: Um, I feel hopeful. I think this quarantine will give me a lot of inspiration
to just want to get out there and do the things that I couldn't right now, like all the
things that I should be doing right now or all the resources that I should be using right
now. I think it'll give me a lot of inspiration to use it.

Clare Cinelli: What resources do you feel like you should be using right now?

Jayla Sims: Um, the study rooms for sure because I really don’t have privacy here.
The open rooms where I can practice with other people that also do comedy, like
practice improv. Or like the rooms that we would use to to write together or just throw
ideas around to each other. I think that was really important and just the classroom
and the teacher and like, like what we had before when all of us were working
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together. It's really important.
Clare Cinelli: What is the first thing you want to do when society opens?

Jayla Sims: See, my friends. Um, I guess, specifically, yeah. See all my friends. I
mean, yeah, just see them. We don't even have to do anything we could just be at the
at their place, but. Yeah.

Clare Cinelli: How do you think COVID-19 will affect the future for you and your
family?

Jayla Sims: Um, my mom definitely will not, not talk about this. I think because this
will just be remembered as a really stressful time for her. I mean, stressful time for her
and it will be remembered as a really stressful time for me as well. And I just. So I
think moving forward. We will be like, remember that time when we were all stuck in
the house together. We were all gonna kill each other. Look at us now. I think, I think
it's going to be like a really like thankful thing. But it's also, again, like I like I said
like fear. I feel like there's always just going to be this underlying fear of, like, oh no.
Could this happen again? Or could this be taken from under our feet again?

Clare Cinelli: What are you most grateful for when thinking about life during the
virus?

Jayla Sims: My family, even though they drive me crazy and I yeah my family. I think
I'm most thankful for them because they keep me sane and they're going through the
same thing as me.

Clare Cinelli: What else would you like to add?

Jayla Sims: Wash your hands. Social distance. Be thankful for what you have. Yeah.
Hug your friends while you can.

Clare Cinelli: Is there any advice you would give to future people who didn't go
through the virus after going through a pandemic?

Jayla Sims: Um, try not to spend so much time on your screen. It's really just not good.
And it really sucks to be on a screen all day. Like be thankful for what you have in
front of you. Or the people in front of you like the actual people that you're in the

same room with. Yeah.

Clare Cinelli: All right. Well, that is all the questions that I have. Thank you so much
for being part of the interview.

Jayla Sims: Thank you.
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