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Transcription
Interview with Clare Cinelli

(Recording accidently started earlier than intended, Clare was preparing recording on her
computer at time of start)
Snore Doumbia: That would be amazing.

Clare Cinelli: Cool [Okay] , so does it give you the option now when you hit record to do local
or cloud?

Snore Doumbia: Yes, it does.

Snore Doumbia: Just let me know whenever you’re ready.

Clare Cinelli: T am all ready, so, I’ll also hit record. Oh, I don’t have permission.
Snore Doumbia: Oh. Um, There.

Clare Cinelli: Okay, cool.

Clare Cinelli: All right.

Snore Doumbia: Well, this is Oral History Capturing Quarantine. I am the interviewer Snore
Doumbia. It is May, first, 2020, and I'm in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Clare Cinelli: Hi, I am Claire Spinelli. I am in Roselle, Illinois the suburbs of Chicago.

Snore Doumbia: Great! And then would you be able to state your title and expected year
graduation?

Clare Cinelli: [-——so my you mean my major?
Snore Doumbia: Yes.

Clare Cinelli: Okay, so my major is graphic design and I'm expecting to graduate next year,
fingers crossed with all this.

Snore Doumbia: Awesome so we’ll get right into it. What is your earliest memory?

Clare Cinelli: All right, so my earliest memory is—I was in my house that I'm currently in. I've
lived here all my life, and I was in the backyard with my parents and a white cat kept coming
by our house and my parents had put out some like random pink blanket that they found and the
cat came up to us, even though it was like stray and probably feral.
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Clare Cinelli: And uh- that's about all I remember.
Snore Doumbia: Where did you live and go to school?

Clare Cinelli: So, I've always lived in the suburbs of Chicago. I went to school in the same town
and then my high school is actually in walking distance, so I would walk there every day.

Snore Doumbia: How comfortable was your family financially growing up?.

Clare Cinelli: Um, my dad lost his job for a while. He was on unemployment for a couple of
years when [ was young so we struggled a bit when I was like six or seven—but then since my
parents own their own business, my mom does hair and my dad, he was in construction and he
had his own business. And since he kind of lost that for a while—after he got a new job as a
superintendent it got a lot better.

Snore Doumbia: What was your relationship with your parents like?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I've always been super close with them. My dad has two boys from another
marriage, so I've got two older brothers. One is thirty and the other one is thirty-six. The oldest
one has four kids now so that's fun, but I was always super close with my parents, especially
my mom, [ still am. It's been nice being able to live at home and not have any arguments or
anything so far. (Clare laughs).

Snore Doumbia: So then what would you and your family generally do in your spare time?

Clare Cinelli: We have a park by my house. We would ride our bikes. When I was young, I
would—I had a couple of friends who lived down the street that I would play with. We would
watch TV together sometimes, but my parents, sometimes talk way too much during the movie
or TV show, so I have to not watch with them anymore.

Snore Doumbia: So, what were your family traditions?

Clare Cinelli: Something—the only thing I can really think of off the top of my head is my
grandma always made us do those like Christmas poppers where you would like twist the
cardboard thing and you'd get a crown and the toy and she'd always make us wear the crown at
Christmas. That's the only reason I can think of right now, I really don't have money. We're not
religious, so we don't go to any church on holidays, so we don't really follow too much.

Snore Doumbia: What's your favorite memory of being home growing up.

Clare Cinelli: Probably- I had a birthday party when I was young. This is like real young and I
had all my friends from kindergarten over and we need little drawings of dogs, but like out of
paper scraps and it was like the weirdest birthday party, but I remember that being the most fun
when I was a little kid. More recently- in the house- my parents always go to Florida for New
Year's Eve and they let me have friends over here. So those are some also some good
memories.



93

94

95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137

Snore Doumbia: What's your least favorite memory of being home?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I'd say like my family's had a lot of health issues and deaths in the more
recent years, probably from like 2015 to 2017. We had like four deaths in the family. So, [we]
spent a lot of time at home with other members of the family here because our house is kind of
where like the family gathers especially like during hard times. So I feel like being home can be
either really good or really bad sometimes depending on- you know- the situation.

Snore Doumbia: When would you describe as a time that you felt that you had gained
independence?

Clare Cinelli: When I got my driver's license. When I was 16. A couple of days later, when I
got my first job, and that's really when I felt the most independence, because I also was starting
to get my own money and I would drive my parents car to my job. And even though I hated the
job. I worked at an ice cream shop and it was like disgusting the things that like you had to
clean out of the dishwasher, like old milk. But it—at least I had something to do. That was my
own that my parents didn't have to drive me to and my best friend at the time worked at the
same ice cream shop so it was nice. | could hang out with her after work, and I felt very grown

up.
Snore Doumbia: So what made you decide to attend Columbia College Chicago?

Clare Cinelli: So Columbia's actually the only school I applied to I don't remember how I first
heard about it. Probably just googling schools near me. And honestly, I just thought it was like
such a cool campus. I didn't know what I wanted to do. I came in and decided that, but I knew
I—like there was something at the school that I wanted to do. I wasn't—I wasn’t into going to
like a big state school. I wanted to commute. Well, I wanted to stay near home and there wasn't
any like sports that I was going into or anything through college. So I figured I wanted to do
something artistic but since I didn't know exactly what I wanted to do yet, I just applied to
Columbia and saw what happened and then ended up getting a good scholarship. So I was like,
well, I guess I'll go. It's the only school I applied to.

Snore Doumbia: What does going to school at Columbia mean for you?

Clare Cinelli: Um, Columbia's taught me a lot more than I thought it would- being an artsy
school. I think I learned a lot more than just anything about graphic design. I think just from the
people that I meet. I've learned a lot more about, you know, people very different from me. I've
met, [ mean, so many different professors and students that have just kind of like taught me a
lot about living in the city. And, you know, the issues that have been going on.

Clare Cinelli: Yeah, I mean, Columbia has been great. I feel like you learn a lot more about
business and how to market yourself than you think you would from a liberal arts school. It's
more about developing a lot of different traits to become better at what you do.
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Snore Doumbia: So then what would you say were your expectations for college when you
graduated high school?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I expected it to be a lot more work and to be a lot more time consuming, but
it actually ended up being the opposite. I feel like I was in all these honors and AP classes in
high school and they were really difficult and really—you know about science and math and
Economics and then they come to Columbia and it's like you show up and you try and you get
good grades and that was nice for me because I always had testing anxiety and the fact that
Columbia doesn't test has been or doesn't test often and really kind of shows like your skills,
your projects and other assignments, other than—than just testing is really what I liked about it.
I mean, I expected—I don't know it to be a lot harder than it was which is interesting because
high school always told you that, “No you’re preparing you for college. It's going to be so
hard,” and it was the opposite.

Snore Doumbia: So, what was your transition into freshman year like?

Clare Cinelli: I feel like it wasn't—I struggled a lot going to Columbia, because I commuted so
it was hard for me to meet anybody in my classes. My very first class was an art history class
and it was fairly big and it was in the auditorium. So it was— you didn't really connect with
other students. It was just like a lecture class and since I commuted I would basically, you
know, spend hours on the train, and then on buses through like horrible weather, and then I
probably be upset from train delays and everything and then I'd get to class and basically just sit
through a three hour lecture and then go to a coffee shop and wait for the next class and— and
then I go home and I feel like—I felt very different from the rest of my friends who went away
to college, because they all had roommates, and friends, and dorms, and activities; and I
basically just went to school and came home and tried to do much else just because of, you
know, living on the train schedule. I didn't want to (want to) stay and chat, because I just
wanted to get on the train, and I still feel like I do that but from freshman year to now I've
definitely tried to connect with people more in trying to meet new people and meet new friends
because a lot of my friends from here [Roselle, IL] went off to school, so I kind of struggled
with feeling like I didn't have anybody here or at Columbia, but now I've met some more people
once I kind of got over just having to get home and trying to do other things.

Snore Doumbia: And how did you expect for that to change for this coming year— for this
year?

Clare Cinelli: Well, I was hoping, especially this semester. Now that like the weather's getting
better. I was hoping with my classes that I could meet more people. And, you know, hang out
with people from Colombia, but now that we're in quarantine. It's kind of all been set back

Snore Doumbia: When did you first hear about the virus?

Clare Cinelli: I first heard about the virus the beginning of March. And it was weird how fast
everything went from, we heard about it, to everything shutting down. I feel like once
everybody started like kind of not hugging and getting a little bit freaked out it was like a few
days later and it felt like everything was locked down. When I first heard about Colombia being
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shut down, My mom was actually doing my hair and it was a couple days before my birthday.
My birthday was supposed to be well— my birthday was in March, which was that Monday
that school did shut down and I was at first excited that I didn't have to go to class on my
birthday, but then I realized that I had have to sit at home and be sad on my birthday, and I
couldn't see anybody that I wanted to see which was—yeah—at first [ was excited and very
quickly went away. Yeah, that's kind of how I found out.

Snore Doumbia: So then what was your initial response to the preposition of Columbia going
online?

Clare Cinelli: Sound sounds bad, but I was super excited because community is hard. (Laughs)
I mean, I would get up at 6 a.m. meeting 5:30 a.m. to make my 8:30 classes, you know,
Monday through Wednesday and I was sick of it. Honestly, I mean, I want to live in the city,
but can't financially, so I— I try and get online classes, but where I'm at, in my major there is
no online classes offered. So I personally like online classes. I think I'm good at managing my
time with them. I'm pretty strict with myself about my grades, just, I've always been that way.
So I think I'm—I'm pretty good at getting things done, but I know that like my best friend who
is actually a vet [veterinarian] major she is in organic chemistry and like failing and she's got
really bad ADHD and can't study at home. And she's got all these siblings. So, I know like [— I
feel really lucky, being able to effectively do online classes because there's so many people that
you know live in, you know, a house that has a lot of noise and have trouble focusing or have
trouble meeting deadlines, so I'm doing okay with it.

Snore Doumbia: So how do you feel about the overall response that Columbia had to the
pandemic?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I feel like I was a little overwhelmed with all the emails coming in. I didn't
know exactly what pertained to me. I felt like a lot of—a lot of the struggles with going online
had to do with people who lived in the dorms and who lived far away, trying to get out. So
since I just came home and I didn't have to pack up any of my stuff it for me. I feel like
Columbia did fine, but I know it probably would have been a completely different situation. If [
had to deal with— like housing and I mean, I'm honestly not sure how they're handling a lot of
things about housing and refunds and everything. But— yeah, [ mean it didn't, it didn't affect
me all that much. I thought that they were— they did have a lot of communication with
students, which I appreciated, even if it felt like way too much at some points.

Snore Doumbia: So then, before the lockdown in Chicago, how are you and your friends
responding to the virus?

Clare Cinelli: Before the lockdown?
Snore Doumbia: Um-hm.

Clare Cinelli: Um,
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Clare Cinelli: Before we are fully locked down. I did hang out with friends. It was a nice
because they’re all back from school and I hadn't seen them and they were supposed to be
coming back for spring break, and my one friend was coming back for my birthday, actually.
So it was still exciting to be able to see them. And then I mean so fast. It felt like I couldn't see
any of them at all and I feel like sometimes FaceTime and Zoom as much as it is nice to
communicate with that. It's just, it's not like being with somebody and going out and doing
things. So it's, it's definitely been a struggle.

Snore Doumbia: How did your parents react to the lockdown on the school’s closure.

Clare Cinelli: Um, so my mama. She runs a chair at a hair studio. So she's completely self-
employed.

Clare Cinelli: She was freaked out, because especially well she's got [crohn’s disease], which is
an autoimmune disease, so she's already more high risk than other people for getting the disease
[COVID-19]. So her work wasn't very good about responding to the virus right away, they
stayed open as long as possible until they were forced to shut down, but she stopped working
about a week and a half before they actually did shut down because of her own worries about
her health and since she is fully self-employed she doesn't play— pay into unemployment and
so she doesn't get it. And that's definitely been rough for her. She's been trying to sell hair color
at people's doorsteps like her clients and she drops it off and they— they apply it themselves.
And it's definitely been weird because she's just trying to make some money while she can't
even though there are people from her salon that are like kind of sneaking in and putting on hair
color, the clients in dark secret and she feels very annoyed by this because people really aren't
following the protocols that they should and— thinking that— some clients have also been
super pissed off for her for not doing their hair at their homes, even though she's got a disease
that makes her more high risk so it's been weird the response from her clients. And then my
dad, He is still working. He's a superintendent for a company that does construction and he's not
around a ton of people, but he like manages other people doing work on the building so he's still
going, trying to wear masks and gloves when possible, but then also having to deal with people
in the building, not wearing them and like shared elevators and stuff. And plus, he doesn't want
to bring any diseases into the house for my mom, especially because she's high risk so it's been
difficult for them, for sure.

Snore Doumbia: When did you start to see the virus as serious threat to yourself?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I think, fairly early on, I was more worried about my mom and what she
could get. And at first it was like only, you know, older people are going to get the virus only
people with health risks and then a couple weeks, more like later march, is when they started
finding that young people could get the virus and could potentially die from it as well. And they
were having all these cases of young people dying from it or people with no underlying
conditions. And then I started getting kind of fearful for my own health. Especially because I
would still go to the grocery store, obviously, with masks and things, but it's still you can't
control everybody else being precautionary, so I was trying the hardest that I could, but then
also fearful that I could get it. I was more fearful that if I got it that I would spread it to my
mom, so I think I took it seriously, very quickly, just because I had somebody that I knew in my
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household, but I know I had some friends who for sure weren't taking it seriously quickly.
They're like, “oh I'll be fine. I'm just going to go out anyways,” because they don't feel like
staying home. So that's been frustrating too.

Snore Doumbia: what resources did, or do you monitor to get news?

Clare Cinelli: I use CNN mostly. Like more liberal news sources. But honestly, at first |
watched the news a ton. And I would get freaked out by it and I would hear all this conflicting
information from articles that I was reading online from all sorts of news outlets and the articles
would say something different. And then the people on the news would say something
different. And it was overwhelming because I didn't know what was factual and what I should
be afraid of. And what I should be doing. So I tried not watching the news very much anymore.
Like maybe every other day I'll watch it for maybe half an hour, at most, but I had online
therapy with my therapist and she was like, maybe you shouldn't be watching the news. And I
was like, that is a good idea because I don’t think it's good for my anxiety anyways to get all
paranoid. At one point I thought I did have the disease. So I was like, I'm going to freak myself
out too much if I keep watching this.

Snore Doumbia: So what are some coping skills that you did you use to help deal with your
feelings of anxiety caused by the virus?

Clare Cinelli: Lexapro. (laughs) No. I mean that that helps, but I'm definitely— it's stopping
watching the news more has been helpful because a lot of it's all the same. Anyways, if you
watch it for more than a half an hour they start repeating what they were saying a couple
minutes ago anyways. ['ve been trying to not be on my phone too much. I feel like even when
I'm not actively looking for me for information about the virus. I'm finding out more scary
things about it just from being on Instagram and Twitter. I recently got a dog. So I've just been
trying to put my phone down and go on walks with him or go on bike rides go outside. I feel
like that's been helping out the weather's better that I don't have to stay inside because I think
that was also it was making me anxious was feeling like I wasn't being productive, but then if I
do something outside it feels like at least I'm getting something out of it.

Snore Doumbia: So then how would you describe your current living situation?

Clare Cinelli: Um, it's been good. I mean, I've lived at home with my parents before this all
happens to not much feels different. Except for everybody's home alone more often. So like
finding time to be alone is definitely something I've been like seeking out, because I was home
alone a lot when they were working and when I was at school or on my days off or going out
and doing things. So I'd say it's not too bad.

Snore Doumbia: So how would you describe your relationship with your parents and your
family now that you're in the home together?

Clare Cinelli: Not too many arguments, except for I'm always trying to make bread or like other
random food items now that I have nothing better to do. And I get like yelled at if I don't clean
up just right or if I don't make my bed fast enough. It's like you're— you're with them too often
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there's not even anything to talk about anymore. So that's been irritating, but at the same time, I
think we all kind of get along fairly decently. So it hasn't been too bad.

Snore Doumbia: What things in the dynamic of your family have changed?

Clare Cinelli: Um, So usually since my mom and dad work. It would be like a switch off of,
like, who would make food, but now that my mom's completely out of work and my dad still
going to work. It's more like she'll do the cooking and or I'll do it. And then there's like less
responsibility. It's been different about. Like, who does what, because of my dad being at work
all the time. And then my mom and I being home. But other than that, not much has changed.

Snore Doumbia: So then, how has the income in your home been affected by the coronavirus?

Clare Cinelli: Um, we've definitely been not buying things like be used to because my mom.
I've— I've been getting unemployment, because my work was furloughed. I work in retail and
honestly I'm making more with unemployment than I was at my retail job. But I've been trying
to save it, because I know that, obviously I don't know how long I'm going to be out of work.
And I think at a certain point, you stop receiving unemployment. So I'm trying to save it, but
my arms getting absolutely nothing because she can't get on women, even though at one point,
she thought that she could. So she's been trying to not spend any money, but it feels like. All we
do is spend fun to the grocery store and nothing else. So that's like where most of our money
has been going is just the grocery stores and like bills and everything. But my mom supposed to
pay rent for her chair at the salon, which is like thousand dollars and— even though she's
making no income. So there's also been like kind of a battle between her and the work because
she still has to pay even though she's not making anything so it's definitely been difficult with
that. But luckily, my dad's loves his job and he makes good money. So it's been— at least we
have that. And at least he's not out of work, but there's always a fear that since he is newer to
this job that he could possibly lose his job, just because if they start cutting people he would be
one of the first to go so I think there's also that underlying fear that if he loses the job, then
we're on unemployment or getting nothing. So there's some daily fears behind that.

Snore Doumbia: How was your home life affect your ability to study?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I mean, even just for this interview. It was like, Mom, you cannot turn on the
TV because it uses too much internet and Zoom will be all gross if we try and use two make
devices at once. Like a battle of who is using the internet or not. But since it's just the three of
us and my dad's done for most of the day at work. And my mom will walk the dog for me if I'm
like on Zoom classes, it's— it's been okay because I can come in my room and I get a decent
amount of quiet time. So I've been able to study pretty effectively.

Snore Doumbia: So then, what changes have you seen in your academic habits?

Clare Cinelli: I'm, you know, I thought I was on top of my work. But I think I've put it off more
because I've been feeling less motivated to do my work. I was as a person that would always get
my things done early. Just so I'd have more time to do other things later in the week if [ had to
work all weekend or if I you know happening with my friends, I would try and get all my
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schoolwork done like really early. But now sometimes Sunday night I'll still have, you know, a
couple of assignments and it's a bit like the lack of not been motivated to do my drawing
homework for sure because I don't feel creatively inspired to draw anything. I kind of put that
off the most of any of the creative classes. I just kind of want to get the assignment done. I don't
want to spend a lot of time on it, even though I've got nothing better to do. It feels like not much
is inspiring to be creative anymore, which is definitely been a bummer.

Snore Doumbia: So then how would you say that the pandemics affected your ability to learn
anything from your classes?

Clare Cinelli: Yeah, that's a good question. I'm still trying to take away some things like I'm
learning a lot of Adobe programs like Photoshop and Illustrator and InDesign. And I'm trying to
learn technical skills because I feel like I can stay focused on now but when it comes to like
upping my drawing ability, since I'm going into graphic design it's kind of like a prerequisite to
be able to do some artistic things, ['ve definitely I've still been trying to develop my skills. I
just, I'm not as happy with the work as I was when I was at school. Because it's also hard to
force myself to sit down for an hour to and just work on it because when I'm at home. I'm like, I
guess ['ll just do laundry are all organized this closet instead of doing what I actually should be
doing, which is just focusing on school more, but actually, I've been working on my portfolio, a
lot more now that I've had this time, I feel like I didn't have time before with my job. I was
always working or if [ wasn't working I was trying to sleep. I was not taking much of my free
time to work on school outside of school and developing that portfolio. So I've been slowly
picking away at that and I'm proud of what I've done so far. It's just saying | have something off
for a while. So there are some things that have definitely benefited even though there are some
things that I definitely feel less motivated to learn.

Snore Doumbia: What are some things that you excel that before the pandemic record and
versus now?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I think I was good at designating time to do things because I had, I was
commuting and I have long train rides and bus rides. [ would do a lot of the assignments that |
could do on a computer, my phone. I would designate time obviously because I was stuck on
the train to just do it or I had like a couple hours in between classes on Wednesdays and [
would go to the honors lounge. And I would do a ton of work because I had three hours in
between my classes. So I had all that time to do work, and I felt very focused, but now besides,
like scheduled Zoom meeting or classes I don't focus too much, or I don't set aside like specific
time just because if the whole days clear, it feels like to do whenever. And then they end up
pushing it off a little bit too much. So, because I don't have like super hard deadlines anymore
either. I feel like a lot of assignments. You don't have to get done right away. Especially
because it's the end of the year. And a lot of the projects are final project. So it's due like May
thirteenth and it's may fourth so I’'m like going to work on it later. And then it's kind of piling
up a bit.

Snore Doumbia: So then, which classes have you resumed su—successful with the online
learning and why?
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Clare Cinelli: My design lab class is really easy to do online. Because I'll have my iPad and my
computer. And it's actually easier to see what the professor is doing when he's got the screen
sharing on because the whole class is basically just following along what he does on the screen.
So [— it's actually been easier to learn for me sometimes through Zoom to learn like the Adobe
suite things, but drawing class like that's impossible to do through Zoom. It's basically just
going over like objectives for the week and then going off on your own and doing it. I have a
Photoshop class. It's been going well because it's the same thing. Basically, it’s the design lab
class where I'm just learning Adobe features and doing things I have a foundation studio class
that is not going as well, just because It's hard to create things. The whole— the whole purpose
of the class was basically to use the shop at Columbia to work with like wood and materials and
laser cutter and everything and now that we can't use any of that the projects are like, “make
something out of cardboard in your house,” and I feel like that isn't the learning objectives that
we're going for. So it's definitely there are some classes that were way better than others.

Snore Doumbia: So what classes have struggled with the transition to online learning?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I think all the professors have done a good job communicating. I think
sometimes it's just the structure of the entire class that suffers a bit. I haven't had any issues
with professors not responding or not being able to make the Zoom calls. I mean, everybody's
been good about that and giving us opportunities to get help if we need it.

Clare Cinelli: It's just— yeah, that foundation studio class and the drawing class have definitely
taken a turn, because it's kind of ‘rely on yourself” to take something out of the class, you don't
really have time to like sit in the studio and draw or like sit in the workshop and learn how to do
something. I was looking forward to learning the laser cutter for sure. Excellent via I make
earrings and I wanted to make them out of acrylic and the only way I could do is through
Columbia so that's been disappointing for sure because I don't think that foundation studio
class, we're really getting much out of it anymore. Like our final project is making a mask out
of cardboard that keeps people three feet away from you and I mean like, Sure, it's useful, but I
don't think it's— it's what the final project was meant to be for sure. So yeah, it's a little
disappointing for some things

Snore Doumbia: So how have you and your professor has been communicated?

Clare Cinelli: Mostly through email. I don't do like one on one Zoom sessions with professors. I
haven't yet just because I haven't had any issues that I needed to do that. I'll ask little questions
here and there. I feel like I email my professors more now. After the whole pandemic, just
because there's things that aren't clear on the canvas page or there's, you know, things that are
working as well. But yeah, it's not been bad with professors. They've all answered my emails,
for the most part, so it's been pretty good.

Snore Doumbia: So then what would you say has been your biggest struggle in converting to
online class?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I would say, time management. Like designating certain times to do my
work. And I've been getting a little bit better at it, even though at the end of the semester. I've
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been trying to say like, okay, I'm going to finish the classes work by the end of this day. I'm just
so it doesn't all pile on to the weekend because obviously, even though we can't go out on the
weekends, I'd still rather have certain days where I could not have to do schoolwork. So, I—
I've been learning from it, but at the same time that it's definitely been hard to not have a
routine anymore because then I feel like I don't do the things that I used to do what scheduled
times

Snore Doumbia: How have you stayed motivated during your time.

Clare Cinelli: Um, it's definitely been hard to stay motivated. Sometimes I don't get out on my
pajamas all day and then it just feels like a wasted day, but at the same time, if I can get up and
get ready I think that's been more motivating personally just because at least, even though I'm
not going anywhere. It feels like I have some kind of routine that I can control still and if I like
make my bed and wash my face at least like al did something and I'm not just going to crawl
back into bed and go to sleep. Yeah, going outside has definitely been more motivating because
the weather's nice, but on the super rainy days, it's like, I'd rather just stay inside and do
nothing. So [ think it's dependent on the— the factors in my environment now rather than
actually having planned things to do.

Snore Doumbia: Why do you think it's important to stay in class during this time? Or why do
you think it isn’t as important?

Clare Cinelli: Um, stay in class, like the Zoom calls or just continuing classes anyways?
Snore Doumbia: Both

Clare Cinelli: For some classes I think the Zoom calls are good. Like, especially where I'm
learning something with from screen sharing with the professor. I still feel like I get things out
of that that Zoom call experience or the class continuing Honestly, that foundation studio class
isn't the best class to continue and I'm not sure if you know we're still online in the fall, how
that fast even continue to be honest, because kind of the whole point of it is learning things at
the Columbia shop and everything that we've been doing at home like— an example— I made a
project where I made little clay frogs and I just feel like I didn't get much out of that, like it was
just something— It was just something that I feel like it's not the professors fault at all. I mean,
nobody knew it was going to happen. But the online learning curve for— For a really hands on
class is definitely a lot harder. There's some classes too were like the Zoom calls you don't learn
much. It's just like catching up with people and sometimes they feel like a little bit of a waste of
time. But it is nice that we have that time to ask questions, even though for some classes, things
have been pretty straightforward.

Snore Doumbia: How do you feel about the pass/fail system?
Clare Cinelli: Personally, I wouldn't use it just because I'm happy with my grades so far. And I
think online they've improved, but I feel like teachers are being really lenient with grading,

especially with the pandemic. Just because everybody's super confused and maybe not putting
in like their 100% best effort, just because there's a lot of mixed feelings going around and

11



505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550

again a lack of motivation so since my grades have been okay I don't consider a pass/fail. But
for a lot of colleges I don't like the idea of a pass/fail. I'll use my friend, as an example, just
because that's what's been like hitting home the most to me, but since she's a pre-vet
[Veterinarian] major she If she chooses pass/fail she's less likely to get into grad school because
they don't see like her actual progress. They just see like she passed or she failed it. Especially
with like really important classes so I don't like the idea of it for some people but for our school
since it is liberal arts and for a lot of things and we don't have super— I don't know how to
describe it. We don't have classes that are as like life changing as some other like pre-med
[medicine] classes, that a lot of us could do pass/fail and probably still get into grad schools, but
I guess it just depends on the majors well. A good grading system that I saw was people were
doing like the ABC grading system where like a 100 to like a 75 was an A, and so on. And that
nobody failed, but everybody just got like modified grades. I think that's good for a lot of
students just because, like, this is a really weird time where some people like feel no motivation
to do school, especially people who have dealt with Illness or, you know, knowing somebody
who's being sick so I think there is some more consideration that could have gone into the pass
fail, but I still understand why the school did it.

Snore Doumbia: Do you what things do you have planned for after the endemic?

Clare Cinelli: Um I supposed to go to Canada. This summer, and I don't think I'll be able to. I
haven't even been able to get a passport, so not to keep passport photos so I was hoping to still
do that later in the fall, but now I'm not so sure. I don't know. I'm hoping to just do anything but
I considering the fact that nothing is going to be the same as it was anymore. Like, I see
documentaries of— of people like famous people hugging strangers at meet and greets from,
you know, years ago, and now it feels so weird to see people hugging or being close to each
other in public or going to restaurants anymore just because of the current state. And I'm not
sure we're going to get there until we have a vaccine. I just kind of don't see how it's going to
work at least personally, I'm not sure how I'm going to feel comfortable again going around
people just because— Again, my mom still has autoimmune disease, whether you know, the
viruses down curve or not. So I still want to be as cautious as possible. I guess I'm worried
about other people, for sure. After the pandemic, I just feel like— I don't know when they'll be
an after if it'll even come during this year I'm hoping people learn from it, though, to be honest,
like it's interesting how the environments kind of healing. During this time, like all of those
articles. I've been reading about like pollution has been at an all time low and people aren't
driving and I hope people learn from this and that they kind of appreciate some things more. |
think we kind of took our lives for granted before this being able to, you know, do what we do
every day and be around so many people. So I think there's some good that can come from it.
But I'm just not sure when that's going to be

Snore Doumbia: What would you have done or wish had been done to better prepare yourself
for the social distancing period?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I wish I knew more about the virus before the social justice thing period.
I'm, to be honest, it felt like a lot of weird conflicting information. Even before we were like,
We have to stay at home order. I went to work a couple of days before that happened and a
couple of days before our workshop down. It was like, people were like solving a little bit more
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than usual. But I don't think we knew enough that it wasn't enough, and especially like how
many people I was around. I just wish I knew information sooner. I wish I would have not
worked as close as I did to the stay at home order. I feel like that definitely put some people at
risk. We didn't know about having to wear masks or anything. So I think now that I do know all
the dangers of it. I wish that I had known sooner. Just because I feel like I wasn't as well
prepared as I thought I was my dad's in construction. So he had all these and 95 bass in the
basement. From like years ago that we just conveniently had for some reason. And since my
mom just hair she's got gloves. So at least I felt fortunate that we had some things because |
know that it was so hard for people to get them for so long. So I felt fortunate to have the
supplies. Yeah, that’s about here.

Snore Doumbia: How did your social circles change from before the virus?
Clare Cinelli: Sorry, what do you mean by that?

Snore Doumbia: Like how did your social interactions change with people from before the
virus to now?

Clare Cinelli: Oh, I'm— I feel like even though It was my niece's birthday. A couple weeks ago
and we drove by their house and we're like, waving to them who we're talking to them far away
from the car. And it made me realize how much I miss like hugging people, I think I never
realized that I did it so often, but me, even people I don't know all that well. Like when I go into
my mom’s shop. There was always a people who knew me from when I was younger, that were
there and he would just like hug them even though you didn't know them all that well. And now
people that are closest to you like your, you know, family who lives one town down from you.
You can't even hug them. So I think that's definitely been kind of sad. And I think also, you
realize who like your closer friends are during this time because some people are good at
communicating. I definitely have some friends that I haven't talked to from like most of the
time during the pandemic so far. And I think it's just because we realized like, who you want to
make an effort to stay in contact with versus who you hang out with just because they're around
or just because you're used to it so I've definitely like figured out kind of who the most
important people in my friend group and the people in my family who stayed the most
connected, who are the closest. I think you realized kind of who cares more or like who cares.
The most personally before this. Sometimes you you know see people and family at events
and— and then they weren't like really that close to you if you thought they were so that's
definitely changed.

Snore Doumbia: So that, how have you maintained stimulating relationships with those that you
don't share space with?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I've been trying to text my friends and family to check in on them. I feel like
I didn't do that before and now I kind of wish that I had done that. Seeing like not only how
school is going, or like financially how they're dealing with it kind of mentally. I Think a lot of
people are dealing with this in a lot of different ways. And some people need more support than
others. So I think I've been trying to reach out to them like text phone calls, Zoom calls, but I
don't know, there's just something weird about face timing. Sometimes I never used it much
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before the pandemic and I just don't feel like I connect with people in the same way, especially
because there's like so many distractions with your phone that at least in person. If you're doing
something we could put the phones away. But I think the constant like news and social media
all the time. It's kind of just still too distracting to really connect with somebody in any way so
it's definitely changed a lot. That way, I hope that after this we kind of realized the importance
of being around people I know I'm going to definitely appreciate being around people more for
sure. [ think I, I didn't before and I kind of regret it now.

Snore Doumbia: What hobbies activities of people, have you tried to use to get through this
challenging time?

Clare Cinelli: Um, I ordered a cheap painting set and I haven't painted in years. And I did art in
high school and then I kind of I dropped it for a while and then I obviously being at Columbia.
There's definitely a lot of opportunity to be creative. So I've been trying to paint. I made earings
before the virus, it actually stopped making them. just because I was selling them with shop
Columbia, but obviously I was making them for that. So now that they're closed down. I haven't
had any reason to and I already have so many that it feels like I didn't need to make any more
earrings. So...

Clare Cinelli: What else have I done? Like I said, I got a dog. So I wouldn't call it a hobby, but
it definitely is very time consuming and I think that's actually been the best for me. I dealt with
things it before the pandemic, but especially being at home and feeling like I'm not getting
enough done or I'm not doing what I should be doing. If I have a distraction, like a puppy. It's
definitely been a better way of distracting myself, for sure.

Clare Cinelli: I feel like that's what everybody's doing right now is distracting themselves
what's going on and it feels kind of sad, but at the same time, I feel like I've been able to have
the time to try painting again or to try organizing my space in a different way. So that's
definitely been kind of fun, even though not fun at the same time.

Snore Doumbia: What is the pandemic made you realize?

Clare Cinelli: Um, It's made me realize a lot about my own life and society for sure. I think It's
made me completely rethink our society structure and how-- how interconnected everybody
was before all this. Personally, my own life, I realized that I didn't take all the opportunities that
I should have to connect with people, especially at Columbia. I feel like kind of sad that I never
found all that many friends at Columbia because of commuting depending on what happens and
still hoping to move to the city next year, ['ve been trying to save up for a while so that I can
have kind of more of those experiences of meeting people and doing things, but I think there's a
lot of times where I chose not to go out or chose not to do things just because I was tired or I
just didn't feel like it but I think now I've realized that I should take more opportunities. Even
like in developing my portfolio. I think there was always like classes. I could have taken or
things I could have done to better my skills that I just kind of chose not to for one reason or
another. And now that I have all the time to do it. I think like that is important and yeah, I'm
going to try and take away a lot from this actually

14



643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675
676
677
678
679
680
681
682
683
684
685
686
687
688

Snore Doumbia: So how would you say the pandemic has changed you currently?

Clare Cinelli: Um, Just like-- like personality wise or sorry, like what do you mean my change
me?

Snore Doumbia: Like, how has a going through everything that you've been through with the
pandemic made you who you are now versus how you would have been?

Clare Cinelli: Oh okay, I think if this didn't have occurred. I wouldn't think about other people
as much. It sounds strange to think that way. But I'm like an Asian cultures people wore masks
when they were sick to not get other people sick and here we would wear them to protect
ourselves from getting sick. So I think it's made me think about others simply in that way. Like,
how could you help another person or think about somebody else. Yeah, I find it interesting
how that happened like how everybody started wearing masks. I think it's just changed my
outlook on everything, and it made me just think more about my own life and what's kind of
important to me. And now I think I didn't even thinking more about like my career path being
stuck at home all this time. And what I actually want to learn from online classes. Because I
think when you're going to classes every day, you're too busy thinking about everything else to
think about the future. And now that we're all to heat up the future constantly in daily. I think
it's opened my eyes to kind of thinking about how I want my portfolio to develop and how I
want to use like my career. To impact society in an important way. So I think there's a lot of
things that I just kind of opened my eyes to with all this newfound time

Snore Doumbia: So how do you feel about the future.

Clare Cinelli: Um, if you-- to be honest, I don't know when things will open up or how people
will react to it, but personally in my own future, I think. [ mean, as long as I still graduate and
keep working on my portfolio and bettering myself as a graphic designer. I am hopeful. I'm
definitely going to be way more cautious-- cautious and public now. With, like what we touch
and how we clean things and what protective gear we use, I think. Maybe we should have been
doing all this stuff during flu season even earlier. I mean, not as intensely, obviously. But |
think there's some things that will continue for the rest of all future times in public because
people are now realizing that, you know, we're not always protected like we think we are. And
we're not invincible. Like we think we are. So I think it's kind of humanity, realizing its own
destruction. And that kind of way.

Snore Doumbia: So then, before the spread of COVID-19. Where did you think you would be
today?

Clare Cinelli: I'm probably today. I probably would have been working for sure. I still would
have been commuting. Hopefully, it would all now that it's the end of the semester I hopefully
would have been planning going to Canada, um, yeah, I think I would. Since it's nice out
probably be with friends who are coming home around this time to. I know a lot of kids are
getting out of school in this next week, so yeah, I would have been doing a lot more, but I think
I haven't had time like this to sit and think because I feel like I was so busy before. So, at the
same time, it has been kind of nice thinking about the things and thinking about the future in a
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different way. Instead of just focusing on like the present and everything I do for work in
school. I'm kind of thinking about long term now. So it's only been a shift, but kind of in a good
way for a lot of things.

Snore Doumbia: So what would you say has been the most significant imp-- change for you,
due to the virus?

Clare Cinelli: Um, definitely not working. And I think and going to school online, but at least
I'm still doing school. I actually became really close with a lot of people from work and that
was a lot of who I saw on a daily basis. Since my friends were all the way at college. It's been
weird not seeing the same people and-- and not working and making money. I felt like very
strange not doing something all day long. Especially physical work like I would walk
sometimes nine miles a day being a manager. [ was like, always doing something and always so
busy that now, like doing nothing, It almost feels normal now. And I kind of don't like it. And
like, Yeah, that's definitely been the biggest change like not being as active like home workouts
just aren't I can't do them. I just don't feel like-- I just feel weird about it. So definitely like the
lack of activity has been the biggest change.

Snore Doumbia: What do you think all of this will impact society moving forward and you and
your family.

Clare Cinelli: Um, I think people are going to start thinking about how what they do affects
other people. There's been a big shift mentally. I think about that. I'm hoping people appreciate
healthcare workers more. I think that was a thing that everybody's starting to appreciate. Now
that maybe wasn't as appreciated before. Yeah, I think there's going to be just a whole different
outlook on life in general and kind of how fragile, it can be sometimes, and how easily
sometimes things spread, and how we can kind of prevent that. Yeah. And personally, I'll do the
same.

Snore Doumbia: Well, that is all the questions that I have for you today. It was great
interviewing you.

Clare Cinelli: Thank you so much.

Clare Cinelli: Okay, I stopped my recording
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