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Nicholas Borelli: Uh, I don't have recording permissions.

Nolan Flavin: Oh. Is it going now?

Nicholas Borelli: Cool.

Nolan Flavin: Okay, so this is capturing quarantine with Columbia College Chicago. It is April
4t at seven p.m. Uh, I am Nolan Flavin, the interviewer, and I am in St. Louis, Missouri. Could
you state your name?

Nicholas Borelli: Nick Borelli

Nolan Flavin: And where are you?

Nicholas Borelli: Belmont, Massachusetts.

Nolan Flavin: And what is your year of birth?

Nicholas Borelli: 2000.

Nolan Flavin: All right. And your year at Columbia?

Nicholas Borelli: Sophomore.

Nolan Flavin: Major?

Nicholas Borelli: Film.

Nolan Flavin: You had-

Nicholas Borelli: Acting minor.

Nolan Flavin: Um, and then what is your housing on campus?

Nicholas Borelli: Currently, on campus housing in 30 East. Next semester, off campus
apartment.

Nolan Flavin: Okay, sweet. So, that's, that's all the basic information. So, starting off—with the
background information. Where were you born?

Nicholas Borelli: Uh, I was born in Boston, um, because there aren't any hospitals in Belmont.
But I have never moved from this house.
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Nolan Flavin: Okay. And where were your parents born and raised?

Nicholas Borelli: They were both, uh, born and raised in Massachusetts.

Nolan Flavin: What is your earliest memory?

Nicholas Borelli: I have very vague, probably fake memories of being changed at a very, very
young age. Um, my first actual memory would probably be playing video games at, like, four
or five years old with my brothers.

Nolan Flavin: Hm. Come—what kind of games did you guys play?

Nicholas Borelli: We used to play, like, uh, on the N64. We'd play like Mario Party or some of
the old Zeldas—stuff like that.

Nolan Flavin: And what are your brothers’ names?

Nicholas Borelli: My closest in age brother to me is John. He's turn—he's 24. He just turned 24.
Brother older than that is Vincent. He's 27. And then I have a sister named Tina who's 30.

Nolan Flavin: Cool. What was your neighborhood like?
Nicholas Borelli: My hometown neighborhood?
Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm. Where you grew up.

Nicholas Borelli: It's very small. Um, it's very, very small. There's like—I could be wrong
about this. I think there's only, like, two or three thousand people that live here. Um, but it's
pretty small, and it's—my parents have often said the reason they live here is because
everything is walkable. You can walk pretty much anywhere, in any direction. If you walk ten
minutes, you are going to hit a store or a gym or a tennis court or a school. Um, and it's—that's
really all it is. It's just a pretty tightly knit small town with everything you could need.

Nolan Flavin: Did you enjoy growing up there?

Nicholas Borelli: Yeah, um, I think—I think everybody kind of dislikes the place they grow up
for at least part of their life. But I think being in college now—being in Chicago—I have
mostly only good memories of growing up. I like all the people here that I know. I like the
schools that I went to, for the most part, and the things I did. So, yeah, I’d say so.

Nolan Flavin: What did your parents do for work?
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Nicholas Borelli: Um, my mom is retired. She used to own an advertising company called
Tweedy-Borelli. And my dad owns an insurance company called Borelli Insurance.

Nolan Flavin: Where did you attend High School?
Nicholas Borelli: Belmont High school, about fifteen minutes away from where I live.
Nolan Flavin: Was it a big high school?

Nicholas Borelli: Uh, yeah, it's, it’s a sizable high school, but they're actually—they're currently
knocking it down and building one double the size because the grades—the years keep getting
bigger and bigger, and they could barely fit all of us when I was there.

Nolan Flavin: Who were your closest friends in high school?

Nicholas Borelli: Um, I had a few. Uh, my friend—Rafi, was a co-improv captain with me, and
so, we were close friends, doing a lot of extracurricular stuff, all the time. My friend, Sammy,
who was always a grade below me—but I met him in middle school-—he and I did a lot of
theater stuff together, and any time I would make a movie he would, he would usually act in it.
Um, my friend, Owen Pickett, who I've known since I was very little, he didn't go to my high
school. He went to a private school up the street, but we still hung out all the time and still do.
Um, and then, you know, I had a few other friends, here and there, from, from theater groups
and other things, like my friends, like, James and Dylan and, and Miriam and Liz and people
like that.

Nolan Flavin: What kind of a student were you in high school?

Nicholas Borelli: Not the best. Um, I did a lot of extracurricular stuff, like, a ton of it. Um, and
I seemed to do very well at that, but I would often ignore a lot of academic responsibilities. |
think because, and I'm not sure if this is me just making an excuse or actually the reason, um—
but I've wanted to be a filmmaker for very long time. And I think there was part of me in high
school that was like, “Some of this stuff just isn't ever going to come back in what I want to do.
And my extracurriculars will or might.”

Nolan Flavin: So, what were your expectations when you graduated high school?

Nicholas Borelli: To go to college, study film, and either get some kind of job and leave college
early or graduate college and head to L.A.
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Nolan Flavin: And you said that you had been doing high—ubh, theater in high school, but you
had always known you want to be a filmmaker? When was it that you clearly knew that you
wanted to start focusing more on film?

Nicholas Borelli: I mean, I, I remember wanting to be a filmmaker since I was, like, six or
seven. I kind of discovered theatre in eighth grade when some friends of mine were doing the
school musical, and they wanted me to join so we could all hang out. And then I did—I just did
every theater thing in high school because it's really fun, and it's, it’s incredibly adjacent to
filmmaking. It's—I've kind of operated under the assumption that anyone who wants to be a
director should know a little bit about acting and what acting is. Uh, and that's really all it
was—something I enjoyed. And I felt like it was, in some way, furthering me towards that kind
of world (indistinguishable) —wasn’t any film program at the school.

Nolan Flavin: Why did you decide to attend Columbia?

Nicholas Borelli: I liked the idea that most of the professors were working professionals. I liked
the campus. Um, and everything I, I read about programs and things seem interesting. I also—I
didn't get into that many school—I didn't get into that many schools, as I said, with my
academics not being great—mnot like I had a ton of options. But I did okay in the college
admissions process, and Columbia seemed like the best bet to me at the time.

Nolan Flavin: How have your classes been since you've been here?

Nicholas Borelli: Good. Uh, first semester, freshman year, felt like, uh, kind of a waste of a
semester in terms of education. Uh, and maybe it's just me, but I kind of think that there's some
classes I took second semester, even third semester, that felt like better introductory film
courses than the actual introductory film courses. Um, but everything after first semester, I've
taken out least one or two classes that have been genuinely insightful and interesting in some
way, especially the screenwriting and directing programs. The teachers and those are really—
they really know their stuff.

Nolan Flavin: How have you been able to engage in the film program here?

Nicholas Borelli: Pretty well. Uh, I like some of the people I meet. Um, the ones I don't, it's not
that hard to tune out. Um, yeah, I feel like I've done well. I am a person who kind of—I'm a
little too mean to myself sometimes, when it comes to not doing enough, probably from the
amount of stuff I was doing in high school. But honestly, it's been—it's been pretty good so far.

Nolan Flavin: That's good to hear. What have been your favorite parts so far?

Nicholas Borelli: I just like all, all the people I've met, more than anything—um, a lot of really
interesting people that I would never—I would never hear some of the perspectives that have
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been brought up. I would never hear those here or an area in New England. I've met some really
interesting, nice, and intelligent people.

Nolan Flavin: And you mentioned wanting to come here for the faculty and the work
experience they had. How has your interaction with the faculty been so far?

Nicholas Borelli: Um, pretty good. I mean, I think it's, it's like—it's like most schools right
there's professors who everybody seems to like, and they, they know what they're doing. They
know what they're talking about. And I have gotten along with all of those people. There have
been the kind of middle of the road professors that did their job. I might have learned some
things, but they won't have any kind of lasting impact on me. And then there's been one or two
professors where I'm like, “I'm going to be quoting this professor for years because of how
much I disagree with them. And they're teaching people.” For the most part, pretty good.

Nolan Flavin: How have you participated in the school outside of the classroom?

Nicholas Borelli: (sighs) I did—I tried a little improv. Um, my freshman year I tried doing the,
the improv club at Columbia, because I, I came from such a big improv background. But it
wasn't really for me. It wasn't, um, it wasn't nearly as, as structured as I'd like it to be. Uh, I just
wasn't really into it. But I've done plenty of extracurricular film work. Um, I've made two music
videos for my friend’s band. I've written plenty of stuff just in my spare time, uh, and I like—I
like traveling the city a lot. I've gone on—with friends—I've gone on a lot of, like, day or night
expeditions around Chicago.

Nolan Flavin: Well, so, that actually leads me to my next question I was going to ask. What is
your life like in Chicago outside of Columbia? What sort of things do you like to do around the
city?

Nicholas Borelli: I like to explore. I like mainly, um—my friend, uh, Charlie, is a huge foodie.
He, he loves talking about and exploring new kinds of food. So, he'll drag me along and all
kinds of trips to try new things, like, “Oh, there’s a—oo0, I heard there's a weird burger place
four miles from here.” Um, so I do, I do that a lot of fun, but I also really just love walking
around Chicago and listening to music. And that's usually where I get my most—as cheesy as it
sounds, a lot of my general ideas for writing something or making something, I'll be—I'll be
just walking around Chicago, listening to music and letting my mind drift, and it'll be like, “Oh,
that might be something.”

Nolan Flavin: How did you become involved in Table Write at Columbia?
Nicholas Borelli: Uh, I really enjoyed the screenwriting classes, uh, but I want to be—I want to

specialize and directing and there's just, there's some issues, understandably, with the amount of
courses you can take in both if you're trying to specialize and in, in just one. Um, but I love
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screenwriting, and I have a few friends who love screenwriting. And my friend Brady and I
were kicking some stuff around off and on, and then one day he, he basically said to me—he
was like, “What if we just started a club where people write stuff or we talk about stuff, or a
club related to screenwriting so that we have extra time to this stuff?”” And we talked about it a
little bit and we landed on, “Oh, it's, like, we could do club where people could bring in either
school work or personal work and read it, and people talk about it and do that like an extension
of any class period.” And we grabbed two of our other friends who were, who were into
screenwriting, Blair and Lauren, and we just kind of started it. And it's been going pretty well
so far, um, quarantine notwithstanding.

Nolan Flavin: You guys have been doing anything over quarantine at all, or has it ended for the
semester?

Nicholas Borelli: It's ending for the semester, I think. It’s, it's just hard, dude. I think people
aren't nearly as motivated to attend or write. I know that a lot of people been saying, “Oh, it's
the perfect time, um, to work on things.” But I think—I don't know. I think the perfect time to
write something is when it’s easy to talk to other people, it's easy to—be connected with
someone and, and get inspired and have inspiration. I don't think being trapped in your house is
great inspiration. You're writing out of boredom, more than anything.

Nolan Flavin: How do you think the, the quarantine and the coronavirus is going to affect Table
Write?

Nicholas Borelli: Ah, well, I'm just gonna have to wait and see what Columbia says about clubs
and when we come back. [—everything that's going on right now is, is scary. Like, the
government seems to not be listening, people seem to not be listening, everyone's getting
conflicting information. I have no idea if this is still going to be a thing in the fall or not. My bet
is probably. And, if it is, I don't know what Columbia is going to do about gatherings.

Nolan Flavin: When did you first become aware of the coronavirus?

Nicholas Borelli: I remember—I, I think—and this is just because I, I got so sick of hearing
Trump's voice that at some point I just stopped watching the news. And I think it was mid-
February, or something, there was that quote where Trump said, “This thing is a hoax. One day
it’s going to disappear.” And I was like, “If I know anything about Trump, he's wrong about
that. Uh, and I think that was genuinely the first time I heard about it.”

Nolan Flavin: How did you feel about it at the time?
Nicholas Borelli: I think I made a mental note in my head. I was like, “That's going to come

back. This is not the last I've heard of this.” Uh, but I’'m going to keep trucking, you know? I
don't think people—it takes—I think it takes a certain kind of anxious person to hear about
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something like that and immediately jump into emergency mode. I think people prefer to
assume things will be okay. Um, and obviously, ever since the lockdown, I've been taking the
recommended precautions and trying to, you know, social distance and stay inside. But at the
time I was just kind of waiting and seeing what was going to happen.

Nolan Flavin: When did you hear that COVID-19 was in Chicago?

Nicholas Borelli: There was like a week—was like a week to a week and a half before
Columbia canceled classes, because people were talking about it, and several people were—I
know were saying, “Is Columbia going to cancel cat, classes. What are they going to do?”” And
then, you know, I heard—was [—I think—I could be wrong on this timeline—I'm pretty sure it
was like a week and a half before we cancel classes, Harvard cancel classes just in Boston. So,
near where I grew up, Harvard cancel classes, and people in Columbia were talking about it.
And, then, I have friends who go to Loyola and DePaul and Northwestern, and all of those
schools closed before us. And I was just sitting there thinking, “So we're, so we're going to
close, right? And Columbia didn't say anything. And then eventually they did.”

Nolan Flavin: Hm. What were you—what were your thoughts at the time when you were
thinking that we might close?

Nicholas Borelli: I didn't want us to close. Uh, I was just kind of—I was just kind of worried
because—not in the, like—obviously, I want them to close if it's safe. But there is a personal
sadness about, “I am paying money to, to be here, and I'm excited about this stuff, to physically
be doing these things and working in this environment away from home. And I really don't
want that environment to change, where I have to go home and look at a computer screen and
hear someone tell me something, that the lesson is then dumbed down to essentially a YouTube
video because of this virus that is no one's control.”

Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm. When did you start to realize the seriousness of the whole thing?

Nicholas Borelli: Um, it was weird because of how many conflicting and nonsense reports there
were. Out in, out in the world, before we were canceling classes, people were so concerned. My
dad was saying—he was like, “I don't know why, but they're telling me to come home. That
seems crazy to me.” I think he—he basically was very convinced everything was going to be
fine. But, I think, as soon as they told us classes were cancelled for the rest of the semester, and
within days of that more and more reports were coming out about the symptoms, and that they
didn't really understand this thing; I was, I was well aware of the seriousness of the situation.

Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm.
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Nicholas Borelli: Besides, I always think it's—you—I think in a situation like this, you want to
overreact, because the worst case scenario of under-reacting is you die. The worst case scenario
of overreacting is you don't see your friends for a few weeks.

Nolan Flavin: And when did you start self-quarantining?

Nicholas Borelli: As soon as I got home from school. I just was waiting on information. Um,
and I haven't really, I haven't really seen anyone. I've gone on a few walks, you know, around,
around the town. But I haven't, I haven't broke social distancing or quarantine at all since I got
back.

Nolan Flavin: So then how did the announcement that college is closing impact your living
situation?

Nicholas Borelli: I mean, I just had to get out quick. Um, I, I guess I was still—when they told
us to come back initially, I was still under the impression that there would be a chance to come
back, which was dumb on my part. Um, so, I left a bunch of stuff there, and, actually, today I
had to have movers go and store all my stuff that's left there, um, because, for whatever reason,
I was like, “Oh, they're gonna, they're gonna figure out some precautions and then—they’re
going to figure out some precautions because they're initiating spring break early. And then
they're going to have us come back with new rules and guidelines and things.” But that didn't
happen.

Nolan Flavin: Hm. Well, then, what could Columbia have done, you think, that would have
made the moving out process a little bit better for you?

Nicholas Borelli: I, I think they should have—I, I think they did a good job, all things
considered, because this is a hard situation. But it would have been—I know that there's a lot of
factors that go into this, but it would have been nice if they acted a little sooner and gave us
more days’ notice because they basically gave us—they were like, You can stay, but you can't
have guests here after this day. And you're probably going to want to move out before we say
you have to move out, which might happen. And so much of it was just kind of up in the air and
unclear. And it felt like an, an administration with that many people should be able to deliver a
clear plan of where everyone is going.

Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm. How did you get back home?

Nicholas Borelli: I flew. Um, I waited a few days for O'Hare to clear up because, when
Columbia was—the day Columbia classes were canceled, there were reports that there was
hundreds of people in line at O'Hare. Um, I waited a few days, it cleared up, and I took a flight
home.



333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374

Nolan Flavin: What was it like at the airport?

Nicholas Borelli: Um, surprisingly scarce in the areas I was. There was basically no one on my
flight.

Nolan Flavin: Hm. What sort of precautions are they facing—were they taking at the airport
when you were there?

Nicholas Borelli: None that I saw.

Nolan Flavin: Mm. So then, back at home, how, how are the local restrictions and
recommendations different from in Chicago?

Nicholas Borelli: Uh, if you're outside you have to wear a mask. Um, I don't know if Chicago is
implemented that yet. Probably. I haven't really been keeping up with it. But, in Massachusetts,
the government declared, “You have to wear a mask if you're outside,” uh, “You have to be six
feet away from anyone or you will be fined.”

Nolan Flavin: Mm. And how seriously do the people in your area—if you talk to them—seem
to be taking it?

Nicholas Borelli: Like, my friends from my hometown?
Nolan Flavin: Yeah, or people in your neighborhood.

Nicholas Borelli: I think everyone's taking it pretty seriously. Um, it's a very—not that, not that
I want to label a virus as conservative or liberal or anything—it's a very, it's a very liberal town,
inside a liberal state. And [—and 1it, it, at least to me, appears that liberals are—seem to be
listening more than conservatives are, um, to a lot of the rules that have been in place. So, |
think everyone in my, in my town’s been following it pretty strictly.

Nolan Flavin: That's a really interesting observation. So, what's it like at home now?

Nicholas Borelli: Well, my dad still goes to work because he can do basically all business over
the phone. Um, my brother works for my dad. So, he goes with him. And most days it's just my
mom and me at home, doing whatever. Sometimes we'll—watch a movie or something.
Sometimes we'll both just be in separate rooms, doing whatever. Um, I recently introduced
her—a few weeks ago, I introduced her to the good place. And she watched the whole thing
during quarantine. So, that happened. Um, I tried to show our BoJack Horseman, and she went,
“It's not a good place.” And I went, “You're not wrong.” Uh—

Nolan Flavin: (laughs)
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Nicholas Borelli: But BoJack Horseman’s also very good. Um, but yeah—I mean, [ haven't
really been doing— (sighs) I was telling someone the other day that it feels like spring of senior
year of high school all over again. I have work. I'm not super motivated to do it. There's not
much of a point to doing a lot of it, other than the stuff I need to pass. And it just feels like I
don't leave my house—or do much of anything—on days that [ don't have something pre-plan.
Nolan Flavin: Hmm. So—

Nicholas Borelli: So, that same headspace.

Nolan Flavin: It, it’s feeling more like high school?

Nicholas Borelli: Yeah, not a great way.

Nolan Flavin: Not in a great way?

Nicholas Borelli: Not in a great way.

Nolan Flavin: What do you mean by that?

Nicholas Borelli: I don't know. [—I don't like feeling lazy, and I definitely feel—I, I feel like if
I was at Columbia, with the exact same workload I have right now—if I was in Chicago right
now, all of my work for next week would already be done.

Nolan Flavin: Mm.

Nicholas Borelli: But, because I'm home, it probably will not be done for at least four more
days.

Nolan Flavin: (laughs) Why do you think being home puts you in that space?

Nicholas Borelli: I don't know. Maybe it just—maybe it just doesn't feel real when I'm not
actually there.

Nolan Flavin: Mm.

Nicholas Borelli: Something about online classes feels so distant and disconnected that I think
part of my brain is just like, “Eh, you'll deal with it tomorrow.”

Nolan Flavin: Yeah, yeah. So, then what does your average day in quarantine look like?
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Nicholas Borelli: Um, shockingly, I am a person in high school—in high school, I would go to
bed super late and wake up just in time to get to school—often not in time to get to school and
would be late. And there were plenty of jokes and people my grade about how I'm the person
who sleeps at very weird hours. And, if you need something at three a.m., text Nick. Um, I've
been going to bed in quarantine, on average, at, like, ten p.m. every night and waking up at
seven or eight. And my day consists of eating, watching movies, playing video games, or doing
homework. And that's all I do, every day.

Nolan Flavin: And how do you feel about that?

Nicholas Borelli: It's really boring. It feels—it feels like—a summer vacation where you can't
see anyone.

Nolan Flavin: (laughs)

Nicholas Borelli: And, also, you're taking, like, a class at a community college

Nolan Flavin: Mm. How have you been dealing with any feelings of depression?

Nicholas Borelli: Just kind of, um—no, I've developed, in recent years, this mentality that if
something sucks in the moment, you have to treat it like you know when it will be over. I know
we don't know when quarantine will be over, but—have you been at work and you—and it's,
like, a really tiring shift, and you look at the clock, and you're there for four more hours, and
you can just think to yourself, “Okay, in five hours, I'll be home on the couch”—

Nolan Flavin: Oh, for sure.

Nicholas Borelli: —and that makes it a little better? That'ss basically what ['ve been doing. I'll
be, like, “Well, if I'm feeling this way now, I might not be feeling this way tomorrow,” you
know?

Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm.

Nicholas Borelli: I don't know what else I can do—uh, call my friends, I guess—which I've
done a little bit of.

Nolan Flavin: Who have you been talking to you during this time?

Nicholas Borelli: A lot of friends from high school. Um, obviously—the usual: I'm talking to
Owen and Sammy and Rafi, but I've also been talking to—some other theater or non-theatre
friends. Uh, some of them I’ve already mentioned in this interview. Just—I think people are
just looking for connection to this point. So, I’ve been talking to some people that I didn't



459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493
494
495
496
497
498
499
500

12

expect to talk to ever again after school (laughs). Only—only in like brief conversations that
don't mean much of anything, but, you know: it's something.

Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm. And what's kind of the mindset behind that? Why do you think you're—
you're reconnecting with all these people?

Nicholas Borelli: Um—this quarantine is kind of—if you've been on Twitter at all, every day,
it's just this acceptance that everyone is in this same space. And, for once, we're all likely doing
the same thing. Like, almost everyone in the country is doing the same activities as everyone
else, every day. Um—and, I think, people from your hometown—you're just kind of looking
for—yeah, like, they're also quarantined in this place, with nothing to do. I know that if
someone texted me right now, I would have no reason not to respond, because I'm not doing
anything.

Nolan Flavin: How have you and your friends or your family been able to help each other out
during the quarantine?

Nicholas Borelli: Um, I mean, company’s always nice. Uh, I mean, as I've said, ['ve hung out
and watched stuff with my mom just because it's nice to have someone else in the room. But it,
it sucks to just kind of sit on your—on your own all the time, nothing to do. I've also done some
movie nights where some friends and I will get on a call, and we'll just watch the same movie,
um, at the same time. And those are—those are always nice. I think it's j—it's just nice to have
company when you're locked up.

Nolan Flavin: So— (door opens)
John Borelli [Nick’s Brother]: Did someone say company?
Nicholas Borelli: That was my brother.

Nolan Flavin: (laugh) All good. As a student of film, how has your creative work been
impacted or inspired?

Nicholas Borelli: Um, well, I have this—I had—Iast summer, I shot this, um, like, three part—
this three miniseries with my two friends, Owen and Ben. We each we each wrote and directed
a different episode, and that wrapped up last summer. And so it's been in editing to this point.
Um, and we wanted to do—we wanted to do minor reshoots on a few scenes in, like, mid-
March. And that's been pushed back because of this whole situation. Um, so that project that I
was putting all my focus on has been interrupted in that way. And I've been trying to write a
little bit, but it's hard to find the motivation or inspiration to, uh, when there's nothing really to
inspire you or get your brain moving.
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Nolan Flavin: Has the coronavirus itself inspired anything in your writing? Has that made you
think about any stories or anything like that?

Nicholas Borelli: I don't—(sighs) I know that artist is supposed to imitate life in a way, and
it—it could help us—get through this kind of thing. I don't find the coronavirus particularly—
enjoyable. And I also don't find it very—tense or stress-inducing, because I'm very, very lucky
to be in the situation I'm currently in, unlike some people—um, who are very unfortunate. So, I
don't really want to make anything about the coronavirus, because I don't think people need to
immediately be reminded of it after its owner—over or while they're living it. Um, and I don't
really have any interest in the stories, because I don't really fully relate to them.

Nolan Flavin: Mm. So—

Nicholas Borelli: Someone will make something cool, though. I’'m sure.
Nolan Flavin: (laughs)

Nicholas Borelli: It's just not going to be me.

Nolan Flavin: Mm. Where were you when you learned that Columbia was transitioning to
remote learning?

Nicholas Borelli: I was on my couch, in my living room, watching Grosse Pointe blank with my
mom. And my roommate texted me, “Columbia just canceled all classes.”

Nolan Flavin: And how did the news of the transition make you feel?

Nicholas Borelli: I was—I was disappointed. I think my parents were more disappointed—um,
whether that's because they wanted me to get what they're paying for or because they just
wanted me out of the house. Maybe a mixture of the two. Um, but I understood. I knew that it
was going to be a weird situation, no matter what.

Nolan Flavin: Ever since you moved back home, has school seemed different?

Nicholas Borelli: Yeah, I mean, I think—everything ['ve been saying to you on this call, I think
the teachers are all feeling too. I think all the teachers are feeling a little unmotivated, a little—a
little depressed, a little stressed out. Um, so, school is just a little less energetic, enthusiastic.
Film school has this interesting quality where it feels like everyone who's teaching and
participating class is genuinely interested in what's happening, even, like, the dumbest, smallest
thing. Um, and I think the teachers are, are being hit just as hard as we are. I don't think they
enjoy this at all, and—I think they're a little scared that this is going to go on for way too long.
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Nolan Flavin: How have your projects been affected by transitioning to online learning?
Nicholas Borelli: Class projects or personal projects?
Nolan Flavin: Class projects.

Nicholas Borelli: Um, well, my lighting class got, basically, reshaped entirely because we
couldn't do—it was a class based entirely on—you show up once a week, for four hours, and
you do a bunch of lighting work on this set. That was the whole class, and you can't do that in
quarantine. So, it's mostly been trying to make mini sets in our homes and take pictures and,
and compare them during class time.

Nicholas Borelli: Obviously, there's this project, which has changed—its topic, but has stayed
mostly the same otherwise. Um, and everything else has mostly just become a paper. Like,
every teacher’s just told me to write a paper at this point.

Nolan Flavin: What challenges have you faced as your classes have moved online, with getting
used to it or practical, practical problems?

Nicholas Borelli: Every time I have class, I have to convince myself to join the call. Every
single time I have class period now, I'm like, “Can I just—can I skip it?” (indistinguishable) “Is
it really going to affect my grade that much?” Like, I have to genuinely convince myself to, to
go to class now.

Nolan Flavin: Mm. What grading system you prefer for the semester?

Nicholas Borelli: I didn't, um, do any pass/fail. I'm still on letter grades, um, mostly because I
think I was—I was in a pretty solid place before the quarantine, and it's not that hard to—from
where—from the position I was in, it's not that hard to keep it up. I think the, the grading thing
as a super complicated issue. It kind of—I, I think Columbia did, did a bad thing in giving the
option. I think they should have just either said all classes are now pass/fail or all classes are
grade-related, and then said a pass is equivalent to this kind of grade, because the option creates
such a weird, uneven playing field with everyone. Um, like, it's—if pass/fail doesn't mean
anything, which is essentially what they said, then, like, this semester doesn't—help people who
are already struggling or being badly affected by the virus. They're basically getting a semester
where they're doing all the work and learning all this stuff, and it's not reflected in their GPA,
because of an extraordinary circumstance.

Nolan Flavin: What resources do you feel like you needed that Columbia did not provide?

Nicholas Borelli: In relation to Corona or just in general?
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Nolan Flavin: In general.

Nicholas Borelli: I feel like—I feel like Columbia gave me everything I needed. I just wish it
was easier to—I wish there wasn't a huge process to allow film majors—the biggest major in
their college—to shoot a movie somewhere. You try shooting a scene in a stairwell, and the
security guards are like, You can't be here; or, you try shooting somewhere, and you can get in
trouble if the—if you catch the wrong person on the wrong day. And it just feels weird that you
have to go through a whole, obnoxiously long vetting process to do the thing that you're
supposed to be there to do.

Nolan Flavin: And what about for quarantine?

Nicholas Borelli: I think—I think they did—close to the best that they could have. I mean, I
already mentioned earlier—I think they could have acted sooner—think that was a genuine
mistake on their part. But, as far as their actual implementation afterwards, it was fine. It was—
it's a crazy time, it's hard to keep up with any of these things, but they tried.

Nolan Flavin: How has the pandemic changed your relationship with your parents?

Nicholas Borelli: I think getting real sick of me. Tell you what, um, it feels—it feels just like
high, high school again of—Um, you know, I’ll hang out in, in the basement, doing whatever,
for most of the day. And they'll hang out in the living room. And then, when I come upstairs
from the basement at some point, it feels like coming home from school. Um, it, it feels the
same—another, like, “Been here before, never thought I'd be here again,” kind of way.

Nolan Flavin: What financial challenges have you or your family faced because of this?
Nicholas Borelli: Can you repeat the question?

Nolan Flavin: Yeah. What financial challenges have you or your family faced because of this?
Nicholas Borelli: Um, luckily, I don't think any, because my dad is still been working, and my
mom was already retired. I think my mom is worried about her retirement account because she
has a lot of it in the stock market, which is not doing great right now. Um, I think it came up
again today, but it's so fickle at this point because of quarantine. Um, so, she's worried about

that. But I think other than other than that, we’re fine. I'm very lucky.

Nolan Flavin: Oh, uh, and if you don't mind backtracking a second, I meant to ask you: how do
you feel about the possibility that the fall might be online as well?

Nicholas Borelli: Um, I've, I’ve thought about it, I talked it over with my parents. If, if the fall
is online, I wouldn't blame them if they did that. As it is right now, it's probably going to
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627  happen, and it's probably the safest bet. I'm just going to take a break semester because—I'm
628  fine with a couple weeks at the end of the semester. You know, it's annoying, but it's a unique
629  situation. It's what it is. But I, I'm not going to take a whole semester online.

630

631  Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm.

632

633  Nicholas Borelli: You know?

634

635  Nolan Flavin: Yeah. So, how do you feel about the future?

636

637  Nicholas Borelli: Just in general?

638

639  Nolan Flavin: Yeah, for you.

640

641  Nicholas Borelli: Um—excited and terrified. You know, every, every piece of advice about
642  being a filmmaker starts with, “If you can do anything else, do that thing instead,” um, because
643  it's so hard. But I, I have hope that we're entering a new age where there's way more jobs in film
644  for anyone, with how much new technology that exists—

645

646  Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm.

647

648  Nicholas Borelli: —that there's just so much more space that's going to be made available for
649  jobs and people of all levels and degrees. And I'm gonna—you know, I'm gonna try my best
650 and give everything my best shot. And if it doesn't work out, it doesn't work out, but at least |
651  tried.

652

653  Nolan Flavin: And in what ways do you think that the coronavirus has affected this?

654

655  Nicholas Borelli: Well, I'm worried about—there's been a lot of articles recently about

656  production companies talking about changing the way—the ways we make movies because of
657  the coronavirus, and a way to prevent it. But, um—and, also, there's a lot of companies losing
658 money, and movie theaters are going bankrupt. It's a very scary time to be in something

659  filmmaking-related, but I have hope that it'll turn out okay.

660

661  Nolan Flavin: What do you think has been the most significant change in your life due to the
662  virus.

663

664  Nicholas Borelli: Um—not being able to see my roommates—or my girlfriend on a regular
665  basis. I haven't seen either my roommates or my girlfriend since I left Chicago, and they've
666  been replaced by my parents and my brother, um—in terms of who I see, not in terms of who's
667  my girlfriend. Um, I just—Ilike, it's just crazy that a few weeks ago, my, my daily social circle
668  was completely different.
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Nolan Flavin: How have you and your girlfriend been doing, long distance?

Nicholas Borelli: Okay. I mean, I don't know. It, it is what it is. No one expected this or wanted
this.

Nolan Flavin: Mm-hm.

Nicholas Borelli: I don't know really how it's going to go or what it's going to happen, but it's—
whatever happens, it's not really going to be anybody's fault.

Nolan Flavin: So then, if you have one, giant sort of take away—something that's the most
significant thing that you've gotten from the situation—what would it be?

Nicholas Borelli: (long pause) I, I always considered myself—I'm a very extroverted person. I
mean, | did—I did, you know, theater all through high school, and I want to be a filmmaker.
And I've been giving plenty long answers to your questions. I'm a very extroverted,
communication-type person, but I did always feel, in high school—I was like, “I do like getting
a break from people.” It was nice to have nights in high school, where I would just—hang by
myself and do whatever I wanted, because it can be exhausting. But I think quarantine’s made
me realize that it's—it's more about—those nights are more about mental check in, and I really
do thrive off of and appreciate communication with the people I know, because I really miss
everybody. Like, talking over the phone or texting—it's not the same.

Nolan Flavin: Cool. Well, that'll be—that'll be it. Thank you.
Nicholas Borelli: Thank you.

Nolan Flavin: Go ahead and stop the recording.
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