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Transcription
Interview with Jayce Lewis

Ryan Pollock: We are here for the project titled Capturing Quarantine Interview. My name is
Ryan Pollock. I'll be the interviewer today and | am joined by my interviewee. Could you please
state your name?

Jayce Lewis: Jayce Lewis.

RP: The date is Saturday, May 2nd. It is 11:00 a. m., and | am broadcasting from my downtown
Chicago apartment. Jayce, where are you joining me this morning?

RP: 1 am also in my downtown Chicago apartment.

RP: Jayce, what was the date of your birth?

JL: 1t's 1999, September 28th.

RP: And what is your job title?

JL: Student.

RP: What years have you been involved?

JL: 2017 to present.

RP: And what are your primary locations as a student?

JL: 1 was in New York and then | came to Chicago.

RP: What is your current year in school?

JL: I'm a junior.

RP: What's your mother's place of birth?
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JL: Seattle, Washington.

RP: And what's her date of birth?

JL: July—I want to say 18th. | feel bad for not living this specific day, but she was born in 1964.

RP: And same for your father. Where was he born? And when was he born?

JL: In Independence, Missouri, in 1962.

RP: Perfect. All right let's get started with just a little opening question. What was the earliest
memory that you have as a child?

JL: Probably just from elementary school, like recess. My friends and I were really imaginative,
so we would play games and run around and have fun. So, I just remember, like, my elementary
school had this gigantic like playground yard area behind it. And there was this garden where we
were all allowed to like grow stuff like food and flowers and stuff. So, me and my friends would
hang out over there during recess.

RP: What grade was that in?

JL: It was when | first got to Texas. So, it was around like—I want to third or fourth grade.

RP: That's your earliest memory?

JL: Yeah, | don't remember too much from my childhood.

RP: Yeah. (laughs) So when you when you moved up and you went into high school, what was
that experience like overall in high school?

JL: Well, it was interesting because | went to a performing arts based high school. So, I majored
in musical theater forall four years of high school. And it was interesting because my class had
around like when we started it had maybe like 20 kids. And then as the years went on, people
would drop out of the program. And so, we graduated with like 12 or 15 students in my senior
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class. So, it was interesting because it was this ensemble that we created, and we were just
always around the same people. But it was good. I really enjoyed high school. So—

RP: How did you choose to go to a performing arts high school as opposed to a regular old
traditional high school?

JL: Well, I've always been interested in theater since | was really little. | started acting when |
was like nine years old. So, | always knew theater was something | wanted to do. And | was very
fortunate to live about an hour, an hour and a half away from a performing arts high school
program. So, when | heard that they were doing auditions, my friendsand | in middle school, we
all got stuff prepared and and went and audition.

RP: So, would you say your overall experience in high school was positive or negative? Looking
back on it?

JL: Yes. | wasn't, you know, like cheerleader or anything. | wouldn't say | was like the coolest
kid in school, but I had my group of friendsand I really enjoyed it. | feel like it was a great time
of my life. I learned a lot about theater, and | learned a lot about myself. So yeah.

RP: What was your expectation of post college or post high school life?

JL: I was nervous about it because | we do these things in theater called the unified auditions.
When you're in your senior year, the February of your senior year, you can either go to Chicago,
New York, or L.A. and you audition for like giant groups of colleges at once. And I had applied
to 42 colleges because | was very worried that | wasn't going to get into a school. And so, it was
it was weird because | applied—In high school | pursued computer science very heavily in
addition to theater. And so, | applied to half computer science schools and half theater schools.
So, I didn't really know what | was going to do. And my one, like, I don't want to say a rule, but I
guess my one expectation was if | got into my dream college for theater, then I would just
completely drop the computer science thing. And then I did. I got into NYU and so | was like,
I'm pursuing theater. So that was kind of—But | didn't know what it was going to be like because
New York is very different from San Antonio.

RP: Yeah. How did you trace over from—You got accepted to NYU, and then how did you end
up here at Columbia? And why did you choose Columbia?
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JL: NYU did not really work for me. | went for a year. | was 17 years old and | was majoring in
acting. And it—I don't think I was old enough. 1 don't think I was like, ready for New York. If
that makes sense. And I-I was put into this program at—at Tisch called Playwrights Horizons,
and it was the biggest studio, so there was like a giant amount of kids in this program. And we
were all young and we were all like—Ilike too many chefs, you know, in the kitchen. It was just
not--We—we weren't able to find a balance and it really just took a toll on me in terms of like
mental health and stuff. So, | was like, I—I'm dropping out of this when I can't do it.

RP: How long did you go to NYU for?

JL: I wentto NYU for a year. So, 2017 to 2018.

RP: You said you applied to 42 different schools in high school?

JL: Yes. (laughs)

RP: Wow. What did—did—was Columbia on that original list? And if so, what did you like
about it at that time that made you not choose it?

JL: | liked Columbia. I came to Chicago for unifiers. I chose Chicago as like my city to go to.
And so I toured Columbia in like 2017. And I really, | really liked it, but I felt like 1 would get
better opportunities from a school more closely associated with Ivy League.

RP: And when you came to Columbia, what were the first—what were the first sort of things that
you started to compare with NY U and when you got here, like, what made you think of it as a as
a positive place?

JL: Well, 1 applied to Columbia, to be completely honest, because of rolling admissions. | was
kind of a little late on the college train and I didn't want—in terms of like transferring | was a
little late and Columbia is rolling admissions. And so, I—I made this pro/con list of like,
whether—when | was making the decision to leave NY U, | made this pro con list. And | feel like
Columbia has a lot to offer in terms of—for theater majors. In terms of being able to make things
for yourself, which NYU didn't really allow us to have for your entire—almost your entire
undergraduate at NYU you you weren't allowed to audition for, like, separate projects and you
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couldn't be in a show at all your freshman year. Like you weren't allowed to act in any of the
Tisch performances. Where Columbia like as soon as I got here, | was putting on cabarets with
my friends and | was in the musicals. And I—you know, | feel that | was—I'm a lot more
appreciated and useful at Columbia than 1 wasat NYU.

RP: So, with all of that in mind, describe your daily life at Columbia before the pandemic and
before the quarantine. Describe that for us.

JL: Yeah. So usually if I'm in a show, or like working a show, my day's like completely busy. I
wake up at six a.m. every day because my cat makes me wake up at 6:00 a.m. every day. And |
get ready and I normally have nine a.m. classes so by like 8:30, I'm out of the apartment. | go to
Dolloped coffee every day. | get a vanilla latte and then I go to class all day, and if I have an
hour or an hour and a half break in between classes, | go to the theater building and I'll sit in the
basement of the building and get my work done. Or I'll go to like the stage management, like
offices and and get work done with them. I do a lot of stage work at Columbia. And I'll use you
out until 3:00, sometimes 6:00, depending on my schedule, and then I'll come home—if | do get
out at 3:00, I'll come home, and I'll hang out for like an hour and then I'll go to rehearsal. And
rehearsal last normally until like 10:00, 10:30 p.m. And so then when rehearsal is over, | come
back to my apartment, and then | do my homework. And then | go tobed and I doit all over
again forever.

RP: Sounds like a packed day. (both laugh) At least you got coffee at the beginning of the day to
start you off. What's your favorite—What's your favorite course this semester? Give us a little
bit—Ilike an overview of some of the courses that you're in too.

JL: This semester, I'm taking a stage management course that's for the people who are production
stage managing, which is kind of like the head stage manager, which I really enjoy. | am taking
my theater classes, so I'mtaking like dance and I'mtaking theater history with Brian Shaw, who
Is so amazing and talented and smart. 1'm a review in the arts course, which is really interesting
because I—I do love writing and writing about theater is something that interests me because |
love theater. So, it's really cool to learn about how to write about art and like think critically
about art while also being able to provide your own like—Ilike surface level funny opinions. |
would say that my favorite class this semester is probably my stage management class. | got to
direct, or not direct, | got to stage manage—a tap showcase halfway through J-term into this
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spring semester because of that class. And I love the teacher and I think all the stage
management majors at Columbia are really cool. So, yeah, that's been my favorite class.

RP: What's your best experience that you've had at Columbia?

JL: Oh, that's interesting. My best experience—probably my first show here, | was cast in
Allegro, which is a really old musical that totally flopped, and Columbia did a staged reading of
it. And it was my first time really meeting any of the musical theater majors. | found it really
difficult when I first came to Columbia to make friends that were in my grade because when |
came here, they didn't accept any of my—well not—they didn't accept a majority of my credits
from NYU. So | had to take all these freshman level courses my sophomore year. And while 1
loved the freshmen and I'm friends—or | guess they're sophomores now, but while | love those
kids and I'm—I'mstill really good friends with them now, I—(unintelligible) connect the people
that were my age. And so when | was in Allegro, there was a bunch of people in my grade in
there, and so | was able to hang out with them outside of rehearsals, and I got to show my stuff
because I had a solo, which is really cute. And I got to work with Justin Brill and Endre, who
both teach at Columbia, and they're amazing people, very talented. So I'm just very grateful for
that experience.

RP: How do you think the 2020 Jayce at Columbia College is different, looking back, from the
Jayce in high school? How do you think you're different than that person?

JL: I'm like really chill now. It doesn't really seem like it because I'm so busy and very high
strung still. But when | was in high school, I was like—I just had no chill at all. | was very
stressed out, like all the time about things and very intense about things. And I didn't know just
how to like, look at a situation that was maybe going wrong or not the way that | didn't—a—a
situation that wasn't going the way | wanted it to. And now I'm able to step back and be like, it's
fine. You know, we just got to work with—with the issues, roll with the punches and keep going.
—S0, yeah, | guess I'm just a lot less stressed out.

RP: I guess that that will kind of foreshadow what we're going to talk about here a little bit with
the pandemic. I'd like to see how that plays in with that. But you said you also majored, or you
were thinking about majoring in science. How do you think that that has tied into musical
theater?
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JL: Well, it was computer science. So, it wasn't really like—it's like programming, you know,
and stuff like that. So, it doesn't really apply into theater that much at all. I guess problem
solving. It ties into my stage management work a little bit. I used to go to competitions. | was on
the competitive computer science team in high school and they would just give us these word
problems and we would have to create a computer program to solve the real-life issue that they
had given us on paper. And we had to be really quick on our feet because it was timed and it was
like the faster you answer the questions and solve the problems, the more points you get. So, |—I
think that the competitive aspect computer programming really taught me to think on my feet. It
also taught me to—to be able to go back and recheck my work a million times. Because when
you're programming if you have like one thing that's off in the entire program, a lot of it won't
work. And so, you got to like go through each line and like make sure every single thing is right,
which has really helped me create paperwork for stage management and like, go through and
really get detailed about things.

RP: Yeah. Where were you at when this all went down at Columbia, when Columbia decided to
shift over to online courses because of the pandemic?

JL: I was in a rehearsal for a show that | was in that never—we never got to do. And | was in the
theater building with all my friends. And we all got in this like circle (laughs), it was very, it was
very theater major of us. We all got very sad (laughs) because we weren't gonna be able to do the
show. They hadn't told us that yet, but we all just kind of assumed that since no one was able to
meet up, we weren't going to be able todo it. And we all just kind of like cried (laughs) and sat
in a circle and like hugged each other fora really long time. And we didn't really do anything at
rehearsal. And thenwe all went home. —So that was really kind of depressing. | wish I—I kind
of wish | was able to process it by myself and then come into rehearsal because after that day we
still had like a week or so of classes left. So, I still had to go to rehearsal every day after that,
even though the show wasn't going to go on anymore. So it was just weird that | was processing
it this whole time, like with a group of like six people.—But, you know, it was what it was, it
was nice to have a group, though, in the same aspect it was nice to be around a bunch of people.

RP: How is the shift to online courses affect your learning, affected your learning experience at
Columbia?

JL: I'm not good at it. I'm not good at this whole online thing. | get distracted way too easily.
And so, something will be happening and then I'll be like, oh, my cat's over here doing
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something funny. I'm not going to listen to the teacher for 20 minutes or, I'll—I'll get distracted
by anything. And I think that, they've piled on so much work now that we're online, at least my
teachers have, that I—I'm finding it difficult to separate work and home. Like where before
corona | was able to be out all day and get my work done in a space that wasn't where | lived.
Now, like everything is happening in my apartment, which, and this is kind of going off on a
tangent a little bit, but it I don't enjoy having school in my apartment at all. I'm non binary, right,
so | use they/them pronouns, and that's not something that a lot of people really respect at all, at
Columbia especially, which is really interesting because it you know—they preach this whole
thing of—of diversity and inclusion but now that we're in these online classes like teachers or my
peers will like misgender me or something. And it's like, I'min my apartment and | can't really
like separate those spaces anymore. It's kind of the same deal where like, academically | can't
separate my spaces between learning and relaxing. So, it just makes my apartment into this like
weird energy, if that makes sense.

RP: Do you think you've been misgendered more online or in-person at Columbia?

JL: I—online. Online, for sure because 1—in person I—I speak up about it. I'm not afraid to say
anything about anything in class. So, if a teacher does misgender me in class, |1 can—I can say
something about it, we can have a conversation, or we can move on. And then they'll remember,
at least for the rest of that day, that—that it—you know, it is what it is. And that if they mess up
next week, I'll correct them again, but at least it's only the one time. But when you're on, Zoom,
it's—it's difficult, especially in these lectures, to—to be able to turn on my microphone or—or
turn on my video really fast and be like, 'Hey, excuse me, misgendered me. 'Because people will
just keep talking cause they're not thinking about what they're saying. Like no one is doing it on
purpose. You know what I mean? So, it's difficult for me to interrupt them or to say something
because they keep talking, and then | turn on my microphone and you can't really have a bunch
of people talking at once on Zoom. So, they either don't hear me or it gets lost somewhere over,
you know, the computer. And so, it just keeps happening. And, you know, no—no students ever
speak up about anything related to transgender rights on campus unless they're also trans
students. So—and I'm—I'musually only one of—of two maybe trans kids in any of my classes.
So, it's just been more difficult online, | feel. And I don't know why it doesn't say it right now on
my little name [referring to the name that is visible in the lower left corner of the Zoom call], but
normally it says "Jayce Lewis, they/them" in parentheses like | put my pronouns on my Zoom
name so that maybe someone would read it. And that does not seem to be helping at all. So, |
don't really know (laughs) what to do about it right now.
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RP: Right now, at the bottom of my screen | see said "sadflowersociety".

JL: Yeah that's like—before | deleted all my social media that was like my social media handle
and | changed it for Zoom, and for some reason it's not letting me actually change it for real.

RP: (laughs) Maybe I regret? (laughs)

JL: Yeah. Yeah, a little bit. (laughs)

RP: How do you feel your major has been affected in ways that other majors haven't?

JL: I mean, | feel like a lot of the arts majors have been impacted in the same way, but | do feel
like my major is a little more impossible to—I don't know to live in now because we can'tdo a
show over Zoom, or at least | don't particularly want to do a show over Zoom. Especially not a
musical. But that just doesn't really make sense to me, and | don't think it's a very good idea. So,
the actual like production of the craft of the thing I'm majoring in kind of seems a little
impossible. They've closed down all the theaters in Chicago anyways because you can't gather.
So, it's just kind of like on hold. But in terms of classes that pertain to my major, they're still
trying. | still take voice and I still take dance and we just do it over video. But | don't feel very
productive doing those things. | feel a little silly and like I'm not getting as good of an education
as | would have gotten if I could be in person with the teachers.

RP: How have the teachers adjusted for you to learn at home?

JL: In terms of my major classes, it's—it's just kind of doing the exact same thing, but over
Zoom. Like fordance, my teacher will just set it up in her living room and she'll—she'll like
mirror us, which makes it kind of difficult because I'm always confused about if I'm on the
wrong arm or not cause sometimes she'll like face the other way. And then I'm like, 'Whoa,
what's happening?' But yeah, it's just kind be exact same thing, but—»but over video.

RP: Do you feel like you've been able to maybe pay attention more or do you feel like it's
tougher to—do you think like you're focusing harder on the movements that you're doing? | don't
know what the correct terminology is or the choreograph that you're doing? Or do you think it's
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tougher because it is on screen? Do you think that you'll come out of this maybe paying attention
closer to it or will it be tougher?

JL: | think that in some aspects | pay more attention to it. I—I don't want to do a half assed job.
Am | allowed to—are we allowed to curse? | don't—

RP: (laughs) We'll find out! (both laugh)

JL: I don't wantto doa bad job in my classes. So, I—you know—I still try and like 1—like
squeezing is a big thing and dancing, (speaking in a laughing voice) and this all sounds probably
very silly. But, you know, I still, like, engage and like try my best. But I think it's a lot easier for
me when | have the tools that are necessary to do the thing, you know? So, like for ballet, for
example, we still do ballet every Monday in dance. And in ballet there's you know a ballet bar,
you know, that everyone holds onto while they're kicking their legs or whatever. And | don't—I
don't have that in my apartment. And so, | use this like TV stand thing, and I put my hand on it
and it's way too low. And so, I, like, can't do the things that | need to do. So, | feel like I'm not
doing them right or like focusing as well. Because after a certain point of doing it wrong because
| don't have the necessary tools, and getting told, like, 'Jayce, you're doing it wrong." | just kind
of give up in some ways. —But for jazz on Wednesdays, | go hard. We do sit ups and we do like
this whole like core workout. And | always do that because then—no one's going to catch me
slipping during interview. I'm going to still work out and stuff.

RP: What—how are you communicating with your professors about these things?

JL: Well, | feel very comfortable just e-mailing my professors about things. | don't—I never
really used office hours in the first place. Like when—Dbefore quarantine | didn't really use office
hours. So, I—1 still don't Zoom office. But if I—don't— if | need an extension or something
over—over quarantine—is that the way to say it? If | need an extension now, | feel a lot more
comfortable being like, 'Hey, I'm stressed out can | have two more days on this thing?' | feel like
teachers are a lot more lenient with deadlines and—and showing up to class and stuff. Not that
I'm going to abuse that, but | feel like teachers are a lot more lenient. So, | do feel a lot more
comfortable communicating with my teachers now that we're in this situation.

RP: Talk to me about your thoughts on Columbia reissuing or refunding money for the time that
students have lost in-person classes.
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JL: That's a difficult one because | would really love it if we could get money back, because 1
feel like I'm paying for things that I don't have access to and I'm paying for things that I'm not
allowed to use. Like, we have a music building with pianos and instruments that | use for voice
and for auditions, and | don't have access to that anymore, obviously. And I'm not asking for
access to what | want everyone to stay at home and stay healthy. But | don't have that | don't
have access to like a dance room. | don't have access to anything. All the shows | was gonna do,
I was working on about four productions before Columbia closed and they all shut down, and |
put in time and energy. And like gyms like I don't have—not that I live in a dorm, but for people
who do live in dorms like the access to the gyms, the access to a printing center, the access to a
place to live is like something that we don't have any more or they don't have anymore, |
thankfully live in my own apartment. But | feel like we should be getting some kind of money
back. But on the other hand, I don't expect Columbia to just magically have a bunch of money to
give all of us. Like, I understand that we do pay a lot of money and intuition. But, | think it's a
little silly or maybe a little bit naive of—of some of these people who are—are asking for like 50
percent of the entire tuition or a full refund of tuition.—I just feel like it's impossible for us to
pretend that colleges or any institution has money just growing on trees or saved in this big
secret bank like they're hiding it from us or something. I do think that schools should be
releasing their financial stuff, Like the information about what they're doing with our money. I
feel like that should be completely transparent during this time so that we can maybe work out
some time for the amount of money to get back or see that maybe it would be impossible to get
money back just so we can have something substantial other than a video from the school
president or something like that saying like, "Y ou know, we're doing what we can.' It's like,
'‘Okay Doctor Kim.'

RP: What do you think about Doctor Kim's videos and his messages to Columbia students?

JL: Well, 1—I only watched them once because as soon as he started—okay 1—I do respect Dr.
Kim. He's a very smart man. He doesa lot for the school. I—I'mnot trying to dis on this guy, but
| do feel like he is kind of like a meme on campus, you know? So, | just didn't—I don't really
take what he says very seriously. Also, in the sense that | don't really take authority seriously in
general in my life. So, | would just—it just kind of seems like—he's like the face of the school,
you know? So, he's going to say what they need him to say, and we're all just going to have to
either accept the rules that they're making us go by now or we have to open some kind of
dialogue. But in in my experience with Doctor Kim and, | have very limited experience with
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him, he hasn't been the most open to hearing what students have to say. | know he has like office
hours for himself, but I'min the Trans Student Union and we've been petitioning to get the "M"
and "W" symbols taken off of the bathrooms at Columbia, for like ever, because the gender
neutral bathrooms still have an "M" in a "W" on it. So, it's like non-binary students or students
who don't necessarily identify with male or female still have to use this restroom that is so
obviously gendered in these very weird ways. And we just—and | feel like painting a door white
is like the most basic thing to ask for and it—nothing's ever happened. So | don't really—trust—
the system. I guess.

RP: How—yeah when you say—I wanted to piggyback on that and like authority and trusting
the system. When you learned about coronavirus, did you—did you take what they were saying,
or did you find it tough to—to find true or tell me about that reaction?

JL: | believe in science. | believe in sciences so when | saw—Iike, I get on my news stuff from
The New York Times, right? And so—which I guess is a very—you—you should watch all
kinds of news, but I just read The New York Times.—And so | was trusting the that things were—
—they were saying and I—I was like, 'I'm—am going to stay at home." You know, I'm going to do
the quarantine thing. Like, I totally—I totally respect that, and that makes sense. But what | don't
respect, in terms of—and this is just me personally, in terms of the quarantine stuff, is like what
Trump is doing. | feel like every time he opens his mouth to talk about coronavirus at these press
conferences that are like 50 people shoved in a tiny room preaching about social distancing when
they're not even doing it themselves, saying that—this is pre-Easter, right? But they were saying,
like, 'We're going to reopen churches and have mass gatherings for Easter and for these like
religious holidays.” And injecting Lysol or Clorox or whatever it is like the Trump said of —and
I just don't respect that aspect of it. But | do respect like news sources. | just don't respect—the
President (giggling) | suppose.

RP: Yeah, so on a higher level of authority. What—Iet's go back to the authority of Columbia.
What do you think that they could have done better when they did announce the closing of the
school?

JL: | feel like they could have talked to the students. | feel like a lot of decisions were made with
the students in mind, but by adults who haven't been students for a very long time. Especially not
in today's day and age, you know? So, | just feel like if—if it would have been a more open
dialogue, maybe something easier could have been done, especially in terms of—of the dorm
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situation. Like that was so quick. And I know so many people who left and then had to—had to
come back and like risk all of that would like essential workers or immunocompromised people
in their homes because Columbia was like, 'If you don't come get your stuff from the dorms,
that'sit." You know? And | wasn't that affected by it because | didn't have to move out of the
dorm, but aspects like that bother me.

RP: What would you have done if you were living in the dorm and they closed it down? What
would have been your next step?

JL: 1 would have had to move back to Texas, moving back in with my parents. Which is—is fine.
Like, I—you know, my parents would have been more than excited to have me move home, but I
feel like I—it would have stressed me out beyond belief. | probably would have taken the pass-
fail option if—if | had to move home Because that's a really long trip, and that's a lot of—of new
stuff that | had to deal with. There's like a lot of people in my home right now, and I don't think
that I could be doing dance or doing voice or doing a lot of the—a lot of my courses, like
showing up to lectures if I was home right now.

RP: How does the stay at home order in Texas differ from here in Chicago?

JL: I think they actually just changed it today in Texas to start opening things back up, which 1—
| have tosay | don't really agree with are—are | think our Governor Abbott, maybe he's the
mayor. Don't quote me on it. But he—he was like, 'It's fine. We're fine now." Which | just don't
agree with, but I—I think it was at the same level in Chicago, like stay inside and ask if you have
to go outside. But I think that Texas is—is loosening up on it right now, which bothers me.

RP: Yeah, and for some reference, it's May 2nd and our stay at home order here in Chicago just
got extended through May to July 1st. When did you first hear about coronavirus and what did
you think?

JL: 1—1 joked about it at first. —because | was like, 'Oh, I'm young. It's not going to affect me
at all." And then like two seconds—well, that's an exaggeration. Maybe like a couple days off,
you're like making jokes of being like, 'l don't care if I die from corona, but if 1 go, it's my time.’
Like that kind of stuff, which is very insensitive, and | don't. That's not how | feel now, but after
thinking about it a lot and seeing these, like, videos of the dead bodies that are in Central Park,
like in the freezer trucks and stuff like that. And my grandfather, he has cancer, right? So, he's
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immunocompromised. He'sin hospital right now, completely isolated in Washington. So, |
wouldn't have been able to see him anyways, but things like that kind of really made it more
serious. But in the first few days, it didn't seem like it was that serious of a thing, and | feel like
our government wasn't taking it that seriously either at first. And so, | feel like that kind of
reflected in the entirety of America, especially in the youth of America, because they said you
can't affect young people. Which was a bad decision, I think, to tell everyone that that young
people would just be completely fine. Which is not good.

RP: Do you remember the date or the date range whenever you started to think of it as a threat?

JL: Oh, probably. When we had our last rehearsal for Mr. Burns, which is the show that | was in.
We sat down and we had just done our last—Iike our final run of the show that we were ever
going to do. And our director, who I—I loved them. Our director, Leo—Leo Battuta—Battus?
Oh, I don't know their name, but their name was Leo. And they sat us down and they were like,
'Get out of Chicago.' Like they were very—they're a very serious person to begin with. But they
were like, "This is more serious than—than y'all think and you need to take it seriously. And you
need to—you need to figure out a plan like you need to take care of yourselves." And then | went
home, and all of this news was coming out about Korona in the first few weeks. And | was just
kind of like, 'Should I leave?' Like | was very heavily considering getting out of Chicago like a
week after Columbia announced that they were going to move to online school. But then |
decided that staying in Chicago was probably a better decision for me.

RP: So, you mentioned that if you read The New York Times but what are some other media
outlets that you get your news from about coronavirus?

JL: That's kind of it. | feel like a lot of people do get their information from social media, which
can be very harmful. But I don't have social media, so I—I'm not getting any of those like
outside things. I get a daily update from New Y ork Times every morning, and then I'll go on the
Web site and I'll—I'll read articles about corona because they have this like update tracker about
it. And then | listen to the New York Times podcast, The Daily, every morning also. So, I really
rely heavily on The New York Times, which I know is not probably the best. But 1—I feel
personally like you should have a wide variety, but I'm going to pay for a subscription, especially
not something like Fox News, like I'm sorry about it. I'm not about to—I'm not about to go to
Republican news sources and listen to those, So mostly the New York Times.
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RP: What do you think about The New York Times overall coverage of the coronavirus?

JL: I—I think it's good. | mean they have like a lot of different—they have this like coronavirus
page on their website, which is really helpful. And you can see like there's a—a page for
statistics on how many people are infected and how many people are dead. And there's statistics
for new symptoms that are showing up. And then there's another page that's like more personal
stories about how it's affecting like Asian Americans, like Chinese American people because of
the racism that is happening, because of Trump calling it like the disease from China, like the
China disease. You know? And that's—that's causing a lot of problematic just social justice
issues in America. So, it—it | feel get really—encapsulates like the entirety of the issue in both
terms of like cultural, societal and also scientific aspects of the disease.

RP: What's your current living situation? Describe that for us. | see you got a nice cow print in
the background there. Tell me more about your—your situation, how many roommates you're
having there, how many people coming in and out the apartment? Those kinds of things.

JL: Yeah, | live alone in a studio apartment in the South Loop. So, it's it's been kind of easy for
me to self-isolate. | have a cat, so I live with my cat, but I live very close to Columbia's campus.
So, there's a lot of well, 1 wouldn't say a lot, but there's a few people who go to Columbia who
live in my building and we've all been self-isolating so sometimes I'll see those people. Like my
friend Oliver, we have like—we hang out sometimes, especially when | need use the printer
because they closed down the printer in my building. So, I'll hop over to his place when | need to
print and then we can like hang out for a bit. Or like my friend Maddie lives upstairs so we like
baked bread together. Cause baking bread is a huge thing now. So, yeah. So, I—I see people
sometimes and—nbut there's not that many people coming in and out of my apartment.

RP: What's your favorite kind of bread to bake?
JL: Just like—like a no knead bread, just like a regular bread that you can have with like Italian
like seasoning and the foil and the balsamic. We can make a it into sandwich. You know, that

kind of bread. (laughs)

RP: What are some of the other things you've been doing other than becoming a bakery during
the pandemic to kind of, I don't know, learn new things or just take your mind off the situation.



524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558

16

JL: I've been trying to learn French, which is very difficult because—in high school—in Texas,
everyone in high school took like Spanish classes. And French is like very similar to Spanish in
some aspects. But | took Japanese in high school, so my starting basis were like understanding
languages as a whole isn't a very weird place. So, it's been a little difficult, but, you know,
Duolingo is keeping me on track with those notifications. (laughs) They've been doing that. I've
been painting a lot. Got—I've painted a lot of the walls in my house because I've been so bored,
and I've been watching Cheers on Netflix. And they just put the entirety of that series,
remastered VHS edition. So—

RP: | feel like with the—the French and the baking in the painting, you could open up a nice
little French Bakery after this whole thing.

JL: I know. I'm ready to go to Paris. (laughs)

RP: Yeah. How often do you get outside of your house during the week?

JL: | try to go outside at least once a day just to like walk around a little bit. But I don't—I don't
like go over to people's places unless they're like down the street from me, like walking distance.
Because | don't want to get on a train right now. Like, | just do not feel comfortable getting on
the orange line going anywhere. But | do—I do go outside a lot. | skateboard. So, | just go out
and there's like a road right next to my apartment that's like usually empty. So, I just hang out
over there.

RP: What about for groceries? Tell me about your grocery shopping experience.

JL: Yeah, | mean, it hasn't been—it hasn't been too bad. When the pandemic first started and—
and everyone went wild and took everything out of the grocery stores, my mom had this like—
she like had freaked out and she sent me a bunch of groceries in the mail. So, | was kind of
stocked up for a while and I didn't have to go to the grocery store. But when | started having to, |
would just throw on my mask and walk to the Target. The target's like a block away from my
apartment. Like, so it hasn't been too difficult. I also have a family friend needs in Chicago who
has a car, so, when all of like fruits and vegetables and stuff were like gone from the stores in the
beginning. She took me out of town to this farmer's market and we were able to get food before
they like really started cracking down on the stay at home policy.
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RP: What precautions are you taking when you go to the grocery stores?

JL: I mean, | have my mask and that's about it. I don't have gloves, so | don't wear gloves. But |-
—I mean, I stay away from people. | stay six feet away from people if I can. And when I get
home, I like wipe down everything with like a wipe, like a Lysol wipe or something like any
boxes or anything. | mean, even with my mail, like when | get my mail, | wipe that stuff down to
before I like crack into it, you know?

RP: Yeah. What—have you felt like you're being more cautious or conscious of your use of
essential supplies and even maybe even just with food? But especially, you know, with toilet
paper and those kinds of things that you see shortages of?

JL: Yes and no. I—with flour and yeast, because everyone's baking bread now, but with like
those kinds of—sugar like essential like pantry items. I—I try to not use as often and—and toilet
paper and stuff, but | live right above the 7-Eleven. So, they kind of have it like they've never
been out of toilet paper at the 7-Eleven—since I've gone down there, that I've seen, there hasn't
been anything that they've been out of. So, I've been really lucky in that sense, I kind of
happiness resource below me.

RP: How do you deal with your mental health and your depression through all of this?

JL: I mean, | don't really—I don't—I don't know how to answer that question. I, —I keep myself
busy, I guess | wouldn't—I wouldn't say that I—am like dealing with depression because of the
virus. 1 do like—I have a bunch of books that I've been reading. | think it's | mean, just the
activities that | was talking about earlier. The more | keep myself busy, the less time | have to
just sit and be sad about it. | do try to like not to think about corona very often just because if I
think about it for too long, it kind of makes me sad. But | mean, | do think about it every day
because I—I keep | want to keep myself updated on it so I'm not avoiding it or anything. But |
don't know, in my classes, in my Reviewing the Arts class, he tried to change—my teacher tried
to change our final essay to an essay that was like about coronavirus. And | was like that that's
going to mess with me 1 think, having to like do all that research and write about—about it in
detail and like, analyze it. So, I—I did avoid that assignment. | sent him an email and | was like;
I'm not going to do that because | just feel like I would mess with me too much. But I just try not
to think about it, I guess. 1 wouldn't—I don't see someone about—Iike | don't talk to a therapist
about the virus specifically, you know?
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RP: Do you talk to anybody about the virus in your family?

JL: Not in my family, no, but my friends. Yeah, yeah. My family, | FaceTime them fairly often.
|—I—Ilike—probably like two times a week if we can face time or call my parents. But they've
got a lot going on down there. There's like—there's like eight or nine people living in my house
right now. So, I don't want to like stress them out by talking about how I'm afraid that
everybody's going to die. But my friends who are like in Chicago and in isolating with their
friends sometimes like, we'll—we'll reach a lull in the conversation and one of us will be like,
'Oh, man, I'm a little stressed out about it, uh?" And then we'll be like, "Yeah', and then we'll
move on. You know?

RP: How has how your relationship with your parents changed?

JL: I don't think it has changed very much. I think it would have changed drastically if | was
living with them because my parents—my family, we all love each other very much, but we're
also very stubborn people and we're very, like rooted in our opinions. And all of our opinions are
very different on everything. And so, we kind of butt heads a lot. And my—my parents are very
invested in the lives of—of myself and my sister. And I think that I could, having lived alone for
so long, 1 don't think that I could go back to a home where I'm constantly being monitored and
not have some kind of—of—I don't say animosity. That's a very strong word, but some kind of
like annoyance, | guess, towards my family.

RP: How is the coronavirus and the stay at home order affected job security or your financial
stability?

JL: Well, 1 am fortunate enough, I didn't I didn't have a job before coronavirus because | was I'm
so busy with theater all the time, and I'm fortunate enough to not need to—to have a job. So, it
didn't really affect my employment status. But | am nervous that it will change the way that
theater is done for the next like two years at least. They've pushed off a lot of productions in
Chicago, and I'm not working on any professional productions in Chicago, but those productions
that we're going on, they push them off until about 2022 just because they don't know when
we're going to be able to gather in a theater again. Which makes me very nervous, because if 1—
when | graduate, | don't know if there's going to be a job field for me to go into anymore. And |
do want to go to grad school so that makes it a little easier. But it also makes it a little more
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stressful in that are we going to have to do graduate school auditions online? Like, am | going
out to record myself doing a monologue for these schools | want to go to? And then | have to
think about do | want to take a gap year to see if all of this will blow over so that I can have the
opportunity to do an in-person audition, because I'm not—I'm not the biggest fan of recording
myself, singing or dancing or doing any of that stuff. | just don't really enjoy having to go back
and watch the video. | think 1 work a lot better when I'm forced to do the thing once and then not
think about it again. And I think that if I did audition for grad school or professional theater
companies and it was online, | would have much less of a chance in being successful. If that
makes sense.

RP: Yeah. We talked before about how your fear of the virus increased at the beginning of it.
Right? But what do you think about it now that it's been a month, month and a half of the stay at
home order? Have your fears increased or decreased as the time has gone on?

JL: I would say they've plateaued. I don't think they've—they've gotten worse. Sometimes |
forget, I mean, this is kind of bad to say, but sometimes | forget that there's even a virus until I'm
like, 'Oh, I can't go outside’, or like or until 1 see something in the news or on the TV when | go
downstairs to get my mail. There's like a TV in lobby in the building that they play like the news
stations reporting coronavirus on. And it'll be like, oh, oh, yeah, that's the thing that I'm stressed
about. I—I wouldn't—I don'tthink that I'll feel less stressed about it until there's a vaccine, until
there's like a cure forit. And then I'll kind of chill out about it. But because I'm distracting
myself so much, it's just kind of like. Itis what it is for right now, and I can't freak out about it
because there's nothing I can do about it. You know?

RP: So as we wrap this up, when we look back on everything that we've talked about, has the
pandemic and the quarantine brought out more of your strengths or more of your weaknesses?

JL: I'd say my weaknesses? I'm really sad about that, because I really wish I could be like, 'Oh,
I'm thriving and I'm doing so good in my classes', but I procrastinate like nobody's business. And
I'm having a lot of trouble getting assignments done. And I'm having—I mean, | get it done. |
have a 4.0 want to make that very clear. | get my stuff done, but I just wait until the last minute
and I stress myself out about it. And it'sa lot easier to wait till the last minute when you don't
have to show up for a class, you know? And I'mreally messy too and so my apartment's gotten
really messy. | feel like it's brought not a lot of my—my weaknesses. It's brought out a lot of
those.
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RP: What—what lessons have you learned from the—the whole situation that you're going to use
for the rest of your life?

JL: I guess probably the biggest one—I guess it would be that | do—I—I don't have control over
things, sometimes. And that that's something that I just have to be okay with. | really like to be in
charge of—of academic things, of—Ilike the things in my life that I can control, I enjoy
controlling because it makes me feel like I am. I got my stuff together like I'm good to go. And
something like this kind of throws a wrench in all of that. And now I just have to be able to be
like, all right, we will see, you know, we'll see what happens.

RP: What aspects of life did you take for granted before the virus?

JL: I hate to say this, there's a lot of there's a lot that | feel like | took for granted before the virus,
but I think the biggest one is the ability to go out and, like, get lit, like with my friends. Because
I—I'm not the most social person in the world. A lot of the socializing | do is because of the
stage management work or the theater work that | do because I'm always busy with that. And so,
when people have parties are like go out to bars or whatever. I'm just like, 'Oh, I'mreally tired
tonight." But | feel like after corona is over, I'm going to be like every night. let's go like I want to
live. | feel like 1—I can't be inside anymore. So, I feel like just the ability to go out and do things.
I think | really took for granted.

RP: What was your most significant change in your life since the coronavirus started?

JL: I've been doing a lot more thinking. I guess that sounds kind of silly. I did think before, but |
do a lot more reflect like reflection now. And like meditation almost. Because sometimes I'll run
out of things to do and then I'll just be like chilling there with my thoughts. And so, I've learned

how to like process feelings and emotions within myself. I've been reading a lot of Freud lately,

so I've been analyzing my dreams a lot and like trying to like understand why | behave the way |
doand how I can change that behavior to be a better person or like a more positive Influence or

positive energy in people's lives. So, that's been something 1've been focusing on.

RP: What are you going to most remember about the pandemic in 50 years?
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JL: Being inside. Just how—I mean, I'm going to remember how—the who people died. You
know, how it was a gigantic loss for the entire world, not just the United States. Like how serious
it was. But | think that in a more personal aspect, I'm going to think about how I was sitting here
alone all of the time, and | really wanted to go outside how that really bugged me—just having to
sit in this apartment all day.

RP: What's going to be the one image that your brain, or maybe not having to show to you but
the world, kind of associates with coronavirus? So, 9/11, we have pictures of the Twin Towers
getting hit by planes. World War Two, we have Iwo Jima, you know the—the soldiers raising the
flag, but what do you think is the one image that will remain and be stuck with the coronavirus?

JL: I'm not too sure. | feel like 1 mean, what the virus looks like itself is something like a circle
with all the things on it. It'san image | see all the time in the news and like on television. And if
someone posts meme in the group chat, there's normally like that is like the image of it. But | feel
like | haven't been on social media to see any sort of iconic quote unquote, I'm not the word to
use, but images that have come out from it. | feel like more people should know about the whole
freezer bodies like the mass graves that are in New York. | feel like that. has the potential to be
something that is remembered for a very long time, but I don't really know if there have been any
iconic images that have come out of corona, because I'm not in—I—I'm just not on the platforms
that would show me those images.

RP: Coming back on a smaller scale, talking about Colombia, what do you think that they could
have done? Maybe one thing they could have done during their whole process of this that would
have made—I mean, what do you think they should have done differently? One—one thing.

JL: I think they should have talked to the students. | feel like a lot of decisions were made behind
closed doors. And I feel like a lot of the decisions that were made were a capitalist view on what
would be best for people that—that—to be completely honest, the administration at Columbia
doesn't really know its students. And I feel like in excluding the students from the decision
making, they made a very big mistake.

RP: What about President Kim, if you had to write an email to him, what would be in that email?
JL: I don't know. That's a big question. I—I feel like | sent so many emails to people, just

friends and administration and through trans student union to Dr. Kim himself. And. Not to say
that
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it's useless for students to initiate the conversation. But in my experience, in initiating opening
dialogues with faculty and administration here, it's never been received in the way that | would
have liked for it to be received. It's always—it's always—no one's ever been negative about it. No
one's ever even back being like 'No." You know? | feel like 1 would want to open some kind of a
dialogue with maybe not me, but with other students, and Dr. Kim, who are more affected by
this. But | would love to—if | had the opportunity to facilitate something like that and use my
privilege to facilitate that kind of thing, that would be cool. But every time | have tried to do that
in much smaller scale situations at Columbia. Teachers are always like, 'Oh, well, I did what |
can't. Sothat's what it is." So, I don't know if I would write an e-mail to Dr. Kim. I've definitely
haven't, because | don't know if—if people like him in these mass positions of power at
Columbia would even care. At the end of the day, I feel like the caring would be a very face
level, like surface level thing.

RP: How they feel about the future of the world, the future of just even your life?

JL: I'minterested to see what's going to happen, especially in entertainment industries like film
and—and theater. | think that there's going to be a major shift in the way that we make art. Now
that now that things are closed. So, for example, for like in film, | feel like releasing movies on
Amazon and saying for the first three months that this movie has been released, we're going to
charge fifteen dollars for 48-hour rental of this movie. And then after the three months, it'll be
available for purchase at a cheaper rate. Things like that. And maybe | mean, theater has gotten
into this universe of filming Broadway performances and live streaming those performances to
an audience for like I don't always almost like 20 bucks. And then in the future, they save the
recordings and you pay ten dollars to see the live version that happened two years ago. | feel like
that might be a thing that happens now, but it also could be that they have a vaccine, and
everything opens back up again and then everything's normal again. So, I'm just interested to see
how the entertainment industry is going to shift now that—now that we don't know what's going
on anymore.

RP: When you look back on your time in quarantine and the stay at home order in say five, 10,
20 years, what's going to be the one thing that you think to yourself? 'l wish | would have done
this.'

JL: Probably I wish—I mean, I'm even thinking it kind of right now, I kind of wish that | had
roommates. | wouldn't say that I'm like this lonely old hermit in my apartment, you know. But I-
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| feel like it would have been easier to be less stressed about the stay at home policies if | was
staying at home with a friend you know? But sometimes like I'm—I'm too nervous to get on the
train to go visit my other friends who live like 30 miles away. You know? So, | feel very isolated
sometimes and | wish that I would have had like roommates or a roommate to—to not feel so
isolated. You know?

RP: What have you learned the most about yourself during all this?

JL: I think I like myself a lot more than I thought I did. That sounds kind of weird, but I think
that since | was always like on the move trying to be useful trying to get things done, | feel like 1
was kind of fueled like pre-corona in my work life. | was fueled by this—this need to like 1—
procrastinate a lot and I—I'mkind of not the most street smart sometimes. So, | would get down
on myself forthat kind of stuff and that would kind of be a motivator for me in this weird way.
But now that I'm here and I'm still stage managing shows and stuff like over zoom even though I
think it's a little silly like I—to like act and then like if other people want to act in them I will
stage manage for that you know. So now it's less of the—of a you have to do it so that you don't
mess it up kind of thing and more of like, ‘Oh I'm—I'm good at my job and I'm kind of a cool
person and | can get things done and I'm okay to get things done.' If that makes sense.

RP: Yeah. So, you think you're more—do you think you'll learn more positives out of this about
yourself or more negatives going forward.

JL: Definitely more positives because even though I feel like a lot of my weaknesses have come
out during corona | feel like I'm also learning how to handle them now that they're under this
magnifying glass.

RP: Yeah. All right well Jayce thank you for your time today. That concludes our Capturing
Quarantine Interview and team interview. Is there anything else that you'd like to add that we
missed on?

JL: No not really. Thank you so much.

RP: Thank you.
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