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Capturing Quarantine Transcription

Christen Weeden: Today's date is April 30", 2020 and this interview is for Capturing Quarantine for
Columbia College Chicago. My name is Christen Weeden and | will be interviewing

Amelia Wilson: Amelia Wilson.
Christen Weeden: I'm calling in from Hammond, Indiana. And where are you at today?
Amelia Wilson: I'm currently in Whiting, Indiana.

Christen Weeden: So, what is your date of, what is your year of birth?

Amelia Wilson: 1999

Christen Weeden: And then where were you born?

Amelia Wilson: | was born in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Christen Weeden: Where were you raised?

Amelia Wilson: Indianapolis, Indiana.

Christen Weeden: What was your mother's your birth and where was she born?

Amelia Wilson: My mother's year of birth is 1975 and | think she was also born in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Um, my dad's year of birth was 1958 and he also Indianapolis, Indiana. | think that's where he's from.

Christen Weeden: And what is your earliest memory?
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AmeliaWilson:I'mnotentirely sure, butareally earlymemorylhaveisvisitingmymominthe hospital
whenshewas pregnantwithmysisterand lwasaboutfouryearsoldatthetime.

Christen Weeden: Okay, so who did you, who was is your household growing up?

AmeliaWilson: So,therewasmy momand mydadandthenmylittle sisterEmily, whoisfouryears
youngerthanme. So, she's like 16 now since I'm 20.

AmeliaWilson: Andthose are wholgrew up with. Butforlike asmall period oftime, myauntSharon
livedwithus. Thatwaslike forabouttwo years and then my grandma also lived with us before she
passed away.

Christen Weeden: What were your hobbies growing up?

AmeliaWilson: Um, Iwasinterestedinalot ofthings. Iwaslike abig nerd. | liked reading like books
aboutthepyramidsin Egyptandyouknow.llikedreadingaboutrainforestsandlikeabunchofabunch
ofreadingabunchofdifferenttopicslikethere wasawhilewhere lwas obsessed withhorses. Another
timewhere |was obsessed with chesslike itreally was all overthe place. Um, | did alot of singingand
songwritingwhen | was really young and thenitkind of turned into poetry, which is something that |
became interested in in middle school. And so then, I've always been writing. I've always written stories,
alwaysread books. And so thatkind of stayed with me. So even like today, like it’s just alot of writing
and reading.

Christen Weeden: Canyoutalkmore abouthowyou gotinto poetry and writingand how like whatyour
inspiration kind of was?

AmeliaWilson:Yeah.Um,soinlikethesixthgrade. Thisis goingtobereally weird. Inthe sixthgrade, |
hadacrushonthisboyandlwaswritingsongsabouthimalot. Andthenlwaslike, youknowwhat, like, |
don'tknowwhathappened. I think we read poems or had to write a poem or somethinglike in class
andlwaslike, “You knowwhat, thisiswhat1'm goingto do. I'm going to write poems, since | can'tsing,
and I don'tknow anybody that plays musicalinstruments. So, let's just write poetry instead.” So, |
started doing thata lot of my first poems are really, really bad. | still have all the notebooks. But | just
kind of wrote poetry from like sixth grade allthe way up and I stilldo, notas much as lused to. Iwaslike
obsessedwithitforawhile. Nowit’s morelike I'm more focused onfiction andlike creative writing. Um,
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butldon’tknowwhattheinspirationforitreallyis. I've justalways loved writing and then like, once | hit
puberty, like just that was what | became obsessed with.

Christen Weeden: So, what was your favorite book when you were young?

AmeliaWilson: Um, thisis goingto sound cliché. Again, um Harry Potter. It was my favorite thing. |
really, reallyenjoyedtheHarry Potterseries.lwas 11yearsoldwhen|pickeditupandthereasonwas
because my teacher, my fifth-grade teacher Mr. Madden, he basically taught the class with Harry Potter
references allthe time. He was like “You know, how Harry did this thing.” And | was like, “No I don't
know, |, who Is Harry, like whatis this about?” And I'm so confused and tounderstand this class, I'm
goingtohavetoreadthe books. Andso,|was11yearsoldandlreadthe entire Harry Potterseries, all
seven booksinthe month of October. Like, thatwas justa bigone-month thing. |had way more free
timethan|donow, solwas able toread the whole thingand | absolutely fellinlove. Like, | love Harry
Potter. Andthatwas like my favorite book, butlalso really enjoy Call of the Wild. I've read that like four
orfivetimesnow. Andthatwas somethingthatlreadaroundtheage of 11aswell.

Christen Weeden: Okay. And then, what was your favorite subject growing up, was it writing or?

AmeliaWilson:Yeah, I'mnotsureifitwas Englishorifitwaslikethemusicclassesbecauselikethefor
like the longesttime when | was akid, | liked songwriting and like music and stuff. So, when Iwas
younger, | think music was like my favorite class. Butas | got older English became my favorite class.

Christen Weeden: So, has your music and songwriting influenced your poetry at all?

AmeliaWilson: Itdid. Itkind of did forawhile because | would like rhyme my poetry. So, my poetry had
likeaverycertainrhythmandwasverylike repetitive like musiccanbe. Butthen afterawhile Iwaslike,
“no, I'm done with songwriting.” And | decided to just write poems. And so now | hate it when my
poetryrhymes. 1do, llike freestyle, like spokenword. So, that's kind ofthathappened around eighth
grade, | was like, we're not going to rhyme anymore, rhyming is dumb. So, yeah.

Christen Weeden: What mentors, did you have when you were young?

Amelia Wilson: Um, | guess my teachers and my parents were kind of like my mentors. My parents less
sobecausetheywerealwaysatwork, solhad moreattention, Isuppose, fromlike myteachersand|
waslike astraight Astudent. So, Igotalotoflike “Ohyou're sooutstanding. You're suchagreat
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student. You'resosmart,”thatkind of stufffromthem. Sothatwasreally encouraging. ButIreally went
in,like, likeinelementary school. Ithinkmy biggest mentorwould be Mr. Madden, because hejust, he
was thefirst | really connected with who like really saw something in me and then thatkind of carried
onthroughout the years and it became like English teachers, Art teachers. Like it really depended, like
eachyearwasdifferent, butthere was alwayslike one teacherwhowaskind oflike, “Yes, youcando
anything you put your mind to. Go do that stuff. Chase yourdreams,” thatkind ofthing. So thatkind of
influencedmydecisiontogotoColumbiaandbe awriter.

Christen Weeden: So, what was your high school experience like?

Amelia Wilson: Um, | don't know, | guess like normal. There were like popular kids. They were all awful,
andthere were like little cliques of people that are like the jocks, the nerds, like, you know, like really
stereotypicalhighschool.lwasn'tveryinvolvedinlike anything.lhadalotoffriendsandwehaddrama
within ourfriend group but like beyond like social relationships, | didn't have alot of like academic,
outside of class, experience.

Christen Weeden: So how did you change as a person or grow as a person throughout high school?

AmeliaWilson: Hmm. Idon'tknow. Um, well, thisis hard. | don'treally know how | changed. I still feel
like I'm, the way I feltfreshman year ofhigh school, | feel like I'min that place. I feel Imean, kind of like |
feellike Ichanged more through college than 1 did high school. Inhigh school, itwas alot oflike, I don't
know.Imean, there was definitely alotofgrowing going on. Especially after sophomore year afterme
and myfriendlike we were nolongerfriendsanymore. Thatreally affected things. Butlookingbackon
it, like at the time. | think | thought | changed but looking back, just all seemed like one big like
continuous trying tofind yourselfkind of thing. Um, so lit's really hard to like, think about. Like, now,
whatwas | mean|don'tknow because backlike mymemoryofthemisbelike, “yes, |have changedso
muchsincefreshmanyear,”butwhenlbackoutI’'mlikereally, didIreallychange?|don'tthink so.

Christen Weeden: So, whenyouwerein highschool, whatdid you think thatyouwouldgrowuptobeor
whatdidyouthinkyourcareerwasgoingtobe?

Amelia Wilson: Um, high school, | definitely wanted to be a writer, oran author atleast. Um, inmy
freshman year, second semester | started writing a book and | actually finished it. It's not very good. Um,
butitwas like a paranormal book about like a ghost or whateverwas trying to getin contact with their
sister. Andyeah, like abunch of | don’teven know what happened in the book, honestly. Um, but |
wrote anentire novel, because Ilwas so, like, |ldon'tknow. Iwaslike, “Thisiswhatlwanttodo. | wantto
be awriter.” And I think, I think in the eighth grade, that'swhen I realized | wanted tobe one. So, high
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schoolandjustkind of made sense. | wasn't sure what | would do withit, butl really wantedit, sol
knew that that's what | wanted to do.

Christen Weeden: So how did you decide to go to Columbia?

AmeliaWilson:Um, solfound Columbiaonedaywhenlwasjustlookingupschoolstogotoforcollege. |
wasreally picky. | didn'twantto goto the oneslike any big-name schoolsthatexistin Indiana. So, |
didn'twantto IlUPUI. Ididn'twanttogoto U Indy. I didn'twantto go to Purdue or U, Bloomington. So,
like Iwas looking at all these school and | was just like, none of them, like all of them are too big. |
wanted something with like more focused on the classroom and like you know teacher, student
interaction, butlalsowanted somethingdifferent. Ireally, whenlwasinhighschool, Ireallyhatedlike,
where lwasbecause | feltlike Iwas stuck. | feltlike life was superboring and there was nothing really
worthlivingfor, asdarkasthatsounds. Andwhen I found Columbia. Iwaslike, scrollingthroughand|
found this college and | was, “Oh my gosh, like Chicago. I've never been there. It sounds really exciting.
It's nottoo farfrom home.” But it sounded, it sounded exciting to like, goto a school thathad a class
called Originand Fate ofthe Universe.lwaslike that's supercool. Andthenthey hadlike the Creative
Writing Program, whichis somethingthatlhad notseenanyotherschools. Like there was nowriting
program. Really, | would have had to like take an English teaching program, which | wasn't really excited
about. Itwas nice seeing a school that offered alot of artistic creativity and alot of diversity and stuff|
just couldn't findelsewhere.

Christen Weeden: So how was your transition from high school or post high school into starting at
Columbia?

Amelia Wilson: Um, after high school, | took a gap year, mostly because | knew | wasn't financially stable
enoughforcollege andalsobecause | ended up meeting aboy and we started dating and I wasllike,
“Youknow, |don'twanttomove away and lose this valuablerelationship.” And soit'slike, “Youknow,
I'mgoingtotakeagapyear,”andduringmysenioryear, lalsohadareally bad case of senioritis, which is
justlike where youdon'twantany ofyourwork. And somy gradeskind of fellmy senioryear. Solwas
like agap yearwillbe goodforme. So, | spentthe whole gap yearworking andjustlooking forwardtoa
futurethe whole gap yearwaskind oflike atransition forme, because lwaslike, I'mgoingtoschool, but
I'mherefornow|'mgoingtocomehere, thoughitwasareally bigtransition. The move was alotharder
than Ithoughtitwould be, alot scarier and like going to college was just, itwas inawhole new place
and awhole newworld tome. So thatwas alotharder than | thoughtitwould be. Butitwas alsoreally
worthwhileinthe end.

Christen Weeden: Sohowdid you deal with thatinitial transition or thatinitial shock of itjustbeing so
differentfromyourhometown, orhowyougrewup?
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AmeliaWilson: Um, well, like so, like Chicagois definitelymoreliberalthanmyhometown, butlI'm,tobe
honest, that wasn't what | was focusing on when | first moved. | wasn't really like, the things that
bothered me most, when I firstknew was the feeling ofloneliness. | didn'thave any friends up here. |
didn'thave my boyfriend up here atthe time. | didn't have my family like up here with me. So, itwas a lot
oflike lwasreally alone andisolated. And I started anewjob. So, | didn'thave any of my coworkers. It's
alotofjustlike being alone and notreally knowing where to go orwhatto do. And then when school
started, | was so focused ontrying to do good with my schoolwork, that | justdidn'thave time to make
friends and like things were really like. If anything, the thing I think of mostis justhowlonelyand sad |
was thefirstsemesterand | becamereally stressed and anxious, allthe time. Because | just, | don't
know. Itwas weird because | was worried aboutthings thathad nothing todowith school. |was worried
aboutbeingaloneathome, notbeingable to afford groceries because lwasreally, really broke. Iwas
afraid of like my car like getting broken and all that stuff, which happened later. | was afraid, like not
really afraid, but | was really upset with how it took me 50 minutes to get to work and back. It took 50
minutes to getthere, 50 minutes to get back. So, itwas a chunk of my day just gone from driving to
workandworkitselfwasn't, I feltreally outcast fromit. Solike my semesterwasreallyrough and I was
really afraid of pretty much everything. So, itwas really hard to focus on like anything thathad todo
with Columbia, specifically because life was so difficult.

Christen Weeden: So, has that changed? Have you, from your initial feelings, your first semester has that
changethroughoutthis semester?

Amelia Wilson: Yeah, definitely. Um, so one of my friends from high school actually goes to lllinois
Institute of Technology. So, | was able to meet up with him and we became friends. We were kind of
like, Imean, we were already friends but like we were able to hang out more and then my friends from
home wouldvisitme before the shutdownandeverything. Theywouldvisitme,and we would like hang
outonce amonth and gooutand do some go like explore the city and my boyfriend would visitme and
then eventually moved up here and that really helped because then | had someone at home. So, | wasn't
like taking care of everything by myself. And things were like things got a lot better after my first
semesterduringthatlike winterbreak when | started goingoutto more events, hanging outwith people
who were still on campus or, you know, I'm friends with people and we all scheduled classes so we could
have them together again next semester and it was a lot nicer. Stallings like second semester because |
had people to hang out with. | had events to do. | had my boyfriend up here and | moved jobs to
Munster, so | wasn'tworking super faraway. | was able to work closer to home and knowing like
differentplaces makesyoufeelbettermake. youfeelmoreathomeandjustasweirdasthatsoundslike
knowingthatthere'slikeareally cool pizzaplace nearwherelliveandknowingthatthere wasthisreally
coollikebookstore, wherellive, like nearwherellive, accessible tome. twasreally nice knowing that
those things are there because itmade living here more bearable instead of justbeing stuck inyour
house and like lonely.
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Christen Weeden: So, did you live on campus?

Amelia Wilson: No, um, | actually chose to live off campus, mostly because of how it was a lot cheaper
thanlivingoncampus. Um, solhave anapartmentin Whiting, and I really like it. It's definitely more
spaciousthanadorm, alotcheaperandthe only downside is commuting to school, butby second
semester | learned to take the South Shore Line and | also learned differentroutes to take to be at
schoolfaster. Somy commute time was either notas noticeable because |lwas onthe train doing
homeworkandoritlike 30 minutesorlessbecause able totakelike acertainhighway andthen Park
near school instead of parking far away and like taking the Red Line.

Christen Weeden: So, what has been your favorite course at Columbia so far?

AmeliaWilson: Huh.Hmm. Gosh. Ireally liked Foundations for Creative Writing my firstsemester. |
really connected with Doug Whippo, and it was, he was really nice. He was really like, like he pushed me
tolike try to continue writing, eventhough things are really crazy. And he waslike, hey, | know things
arerough, butyou, youcan use thisin a creative way, and it was nice because itkind of got my mind
awayfromallthe stressIwasfeeling. Um, sohisclass,um, definitely one of myfavorites. Butl've also
reallyloved both of my marketing classesthatl'vetaken. [took IntrotoManagementmyfirstsemester
and I took Intro to Marketing my second and both those have beenreally, | loved them alot. | didn't
realize lloved marketing as much. I kind of took it justin case this creative writing thing fails, but now
I'mlike, wow, this is like really interesting and | actually | care about how we advertise and how we
market. And as a person who doesn't completely love big corporations, even though | work forone. Um, |
like theidea of like learning how to advertise and tobe able to help out smallerbusinesses oronline
like communities and stuff. So, it'sreally, llike, Idon'tknow, it's really cool.

Christen Weeden: So, what inspires your motivation?

Amelia Wilson: Motivation for like writing or?

Christen Weeden: Writing or just your work ethic.

Amelia Wilson: Um, I don'tknow, um, | don't, | don't really get how to explain this. | don't really get
motivated necessarily towrite. Itjustis kind of like a necessity, like  have to doit. So, | doitto make
sureit'slike, like eating, like you have toeatto stay alive, rightto stay alive. It'sthe same. Asfaras like
otherthings, aftermy caraccident,um, mywholelike philosophy oflife changedin areally weird way.
And | was like, you know what, “| need to focus on what | do with my time instead of worrying about
howthingsaren'tgettingdone. | needtomake suretheydogetdone.” And so, |gotreallyinvestedinto
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organizationand listmaking and | started auditing mytime. So, Iwould dothingsanditmade mefeel
really good towake up early inthe morning andlike tackle ato dolistand then continue on throughout
my day like doing designated activities. And that gives me motivation. Completingtasks gives me
motivationtocomplete moretasks. Anditalso gives me motivationto, like, youknow, whenlhavefree
time toread abook, write, orto watch that Netflix show that | never gotto do because | was too busy
worrying about all the stuff | wasn't doing. So, yeah.

Christen Weeden: So, do you mind talking more about the car accident and how that's impacted you?

AmeliaWilson:Yeah.Um, sothedayofthe caraccident, |, upuntilthis point, Iwaslike superstressed. |
don’t even know how to expressit. | was super, super stressed, super anxious all the time, hardly gotten
anysleep.Andlike lwas superoverwhelmedwithwork and like with notseeinganybody, beingreally
alone. Like, Irealized lamnotanindependentwomanlike thatis | don'tknow how people doit. | could
notum, sothe day ofthe caraccidentanditwas October 31, itwas Halloween. And | was like, “I'm
goingtodressup and gotowork”. And so, | was like, “let me get like a little witch hattype thing to wear
towork.” [ didn'thave one. | had to goto the dollar store. So, | leftthe Dollar Store. [t was snowing was
the first snow up here of winter. And | got. And then | pulled out of the dollar store and | went to the
back alley, then | came back up tolike goonthisroad toturnand a UPS truck came up and was like
sittingin my line of sight, but lwas like, well, it's okay. | don'tsee anybody coming. | don'tthink so. | like
startedtogoandthere was anotherperson comingand | just, we both stopped, butwe bothended up
hittinganyway. Umand I rememberthinkinglike, firstofall, how broke | was. Thatwas my firstthought
was, ‘| can'taffordtofixthis.” Because lwasjustliving offoflike paychecktopaycheck, like nosavings,
likenothing. Likeitwasliterally paychecktopaycheck.lwaslike, “Ican'tfix this. Like | screwedup,”and
then my second thoughtwas “My dad's going tokillme. He's going to be so mad. He's going to yellat me
about how stupid | am or how awful | am,” and | was just really worried about that. But | was
worried about like going to work and going to school, like everything just kind of like hitme and | just
started crying and I’'m not the type to really cry in front of a lot of people that | don't know, but | just
started sobbing like | was shaking so bad. And like so scared. It's weird like how much | can remember of
the moment, like | can probably go on and on as a writer. Of course, it's expected, I'm sure for little
details. Like, “oh, the snow was fallingandlandingon my shirtina certainway.” You know, like that's
very writer-esque of me, | guess. But, um, | remember going home and | cried, and | called my insurance
company just so that way they could handle the insurance for the otherlady and then | justwentto
sleep and I didn'twake up untilthe nextday andit's weird because up until that pointl was very, this is
goingtosoundsobad, Iwasverylike suicidaland |lwas self-harmingand alotofbad thingsthathadn't
happened since high school. Like previously senior year, those all came back to me. It was very similarto
thefeelings | felt after | lostmy bestfriend. Because again, | had nobody. Butlike this time, itwas like
physically lhad nobody. Like | had my parents when | was younger, and now it was like nobody. But
afterthe caraccident, itwas kind oflike, | realized thatthiswas nowaytolive. Like | can'tkeep going,
daytodayanxiousaboutwhatwasgoingtohappen. Andlcan'tkeepbeingstressed overthingsthat|
can'tcontroland ljustkind of waslike, “I'm not going to worry about itanymore. Ifthings happen, they
happenifthey don't, they don't. And | just kind of like kept this new mentality like this, that things will
happen as they were meant to happen, and | can only control so much. So, | couldn't have stopped the
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othercarfromhittingme,itwasanaccident. That'show, it'sjustwhatcaraccidentsare. Likeit'stakena
lot of effort mentally on my part to kind of come to terms of all of this, but yeah, it was like a defining
momentin my college careerbecauseitalsochangedthe way | looked at my classes andthe way |
looked at continuing college in general. So, sorry that was superlong.

Christen Weeden: No, um, so how has your career path changed as you've been at Columbia?

AmeliaWilson: You know, it's funny becauseitis changing. And I think I'min that positionwhereiit's
changing now. Um, so lwalkedin going forcreative writing. It's what lwanted to do, and Iwasn'treally
sure what | wanted to do with it. | just knew | wanted to write. And | ended up choosing to minorin
marketing aslike that safety netthing. Thenlfound outlreallylove marketingand Iwaslike, wow, this
could totally double majorin these two things, like | love them both. Um, and then my first semester|
wasn'tentirely sure thatl'd be able to continue Columbia formy second semester. Andthenhere we
are second semesterand lamunsure as towhether, actually | know I'm probably notgoing to be at
Columbia next semester just | don't know if I'm going to come back. | don't know if I'm going to
community college. Like my educationis kind ofup in the airatthe momentIdidn't um, I think thatjust
notbeingable to afford alot ofthings and having this uncertainty has changed like what | wantto do for
like the restofmy life. Like, I'mthinking of marketing now with another college of maybe | will like start
taking classesatanotherplace andtransferbackto ColumbiaandthencontinuewhatlI'mdoing.l've
also been doing a lot of freelance writing. So, that could be a thing that | do. There's alot of, | don't
know, there's a lot of possibilities out there beyond what | thought | was going todo. And I'm, I don't
reallyknowwhat'sgoingtohappen.Butl'vebeenapplyingtoabunchofdifferentjobs, especiallyinlike
the marketing and like content creation fields. And so, | don'tknow. We will see. I'min that transition
period. So, | haven't completely figured out what the change is, but | know it's changing

Christen Weeden: So, if there was one thing that you could change about Colombia or multiple things,
whatwould you change about Columbia?

AmeliaWilson: Cheaper.Um, |, Iwalkedintomy Originand Fate ofthe Universe class thefirstdayand
Luis Nasserwas like, “Noyou knowwhere yourtuition dollars go?” andwe were alllike, “Nowe don't,”
andum,hewaslike, “Okay, let'sdosomemath.” Andsinceit'saphysicsclass, youknow, it'sfullofmath
and sowe did the math of how much tuition each student pays where justas tuition. Like, ifyougoon
yourstatement,ithasallthese otherresources, butthenthere'sonethatjustsaystuition, nothingelse.
So,youlookathowmuchyourtuitionisthenyoulookathowmuchlike eachstudentpays. Youseehow
many studentsarein classandthenyou, hetalked about his own salary and talked abouthow many
teachers were on campus. And we did a bunch of like equations and mathematical things and we kind of
came up withaweird number. We were like, well, so a certain amount goes to the teachersfortheir,
you know, whatever and maybe a certain amount goes to like the buildings or something. There was like
acouple hundred like thousand dollars that we justdidn't know where, like, I think it was over that
amount, honestly. ltwasalotofmoney. Andwewerelike, “Where doesitgo?”andnobody knewand
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so, Ithink that's a problem, notjust with Columbia. It's like a problem with college. You know, like
they're all just big corporations now. So, you know, they're just there to be a business and make some
money. So, | think I kind of expected Columbia to be different. And in a way, itkind ofis. Like the
teachers are definitely, they care more about you. But as far as like Columbia itself, you know.

Christen Weeden: So, transitioning into the coronavirus. When did you first become aware of the
coronavirus?

Amelia Wilson: lworked atthe Hyde Park Target. Um, and there were abunch of like, it was really
specific,andtherewere abunchoflike Asiankids from UIC cominginandspecificallyrequestingface
masks. Like it was justlike them. And it was really strange. | had no idea why. And | was like, “Facemasks
like,whydowe needthose?”andorlike, “Whydoyouneedthem?”Yeah, becauseiteverybodylike all
ofthemfromyouwere asking, andlwasjustreally confused and one of my coworkers waslike, “Yeah.
Didyouknowthatthere'savirusoverinWuhan, China?” And I thinkthe President, orsomeone calledit
the Chinese virus and said that it was only going to affect Asians or something. And so, like, “Yeah, that's
whytheyneedthembecausetheydon'twanttogetsickhere.”Um, andlwasjustreally confusedbyit.
Um, so, thefirsttimelhearditwasdefinitelywhensomeone asked meforaface mask.

Christen Weeden: So, what news or media outlets have you gotten information from?

Amelia Wilson: Um, so at first, for the longest time, | just wasn't really like looking at the news,
specificallyforlikethe coronavirus. | sawit, Iwaslike,and whatever, likeit'sin China, like ljustkind of
didn'tthinkitwasabigdeal. Thenitdid come here and Il waslike, “Man, people are making thisbigger
thanitneedstobe,”like lwasn'treally seeinganything otherthanlike maybe some people whowore
facemasks. Um, itwasn'treally untilaboutthe beginning of March that | started like thinking, “You
know, thisis, this mightbe biggerthan | thoughtitwould be.” And so | was looking at news on Twitter
andlwaslookingatnewsonlike,lhaveaGoogle Newsappsoyoucanfollow CNN,andyoucanfollow
NPRandlikeabunchofotherplacesand seewhatthey're saying. Um, solwasjustkind oflikeallover
the place. Itook alot of my news from other people. So, people atwork, whatthey would say, ormy
boyfriendwhathewould say. Um, anditreally wasn'tuntilthe week before Columbiashutdownthat|
started getting like really like into it like, “What's going on, what's happening?” So, yeah.

Christen Weeden: So how much information did you get from either your professors or the college
administration, especially in the earlier stages, like before the shutdown?

Amelia Wilson: Honestly, a lot of like college professors and like the campus itself, like nobody was really
talkingaboutit. Itwas kind oflike ameme, like people were like, “Oh, the coronavirus. Hahaha.” l like
hearditlike from studentslaughingaboutit. Itreally wasn'tuntil like the end of March, where teachers
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arekind oflike, “Oh, we're supposedtotalk to you aboutthis. We're notreally sure ifit's goingtocome
here.” Someteacherswould belike “Ohnoit's notgoingto, we're notgoingtoclose,” or

“‘Ohyeah,we'regoingtoclose”and eachteacherwasdifferent. Each person said differentthingsand
someteacherswerelike, “Let's,don'teventhinkaboutit, let'sjustwork on ourwork.” Youknow, soand
itdepended on the class, but | didn'treally geta lot ofinformation. | mean, the day we got the email,
umlike, lwasinmyfiction classwith Doug Whippobecause, thisisalsocrazy. Ourteacherthatwe had
before passedaway. Hernamewas Katora. She wasourfictionteacherandafteracoupleweeks she
ended up passingaway with yourson. And so, then Doug Whippobecame ourfictionteacher, buthe
was saying thathe wasn'treally sure ifthe school is going to shutdown or not. I'mlike, you know, to
move off campus anditwas like literally 10 minutes after the class | gotthe email saying thatwe were
moving off campus, so.

ChristenWeeden: Sohowdidyoufeelwhenyouinitially gotthe emailthatclasseswere, thatthe
campus was shutting down? How did you feel about transitioning to online courses?

AmeliaWilson: Um, honestly, atfirst, Iwasreally excited because alotof myfriends, like my two best
friendsfromhome, theygotoUIndyand U Indy hadclosed aboutaweekbefore. Andtheyweretalking
abouthow greatitwas not having to wake up early and it was great not to have to commute to school
andlike benefitsthattheywere havinggoingon. And Iwaskind ofenvious because my schedule was
literally like wake up at 7am, be atclass by 9. Getoutof class by 3or 3:30. Gotowork at4. Likeitwas
workfrom4to11.Like I meanitwasinsane. Andlwaskind oflike, “Yes, Ineedabreak.”Um, solwas
like, kind of excited atfirstwhen | found outthat it was online because | was like, “Oh my gosh, it's so
muchmorefreetime.” Um, butatthe same again, atthe sametime, Ireally didn'tthinkthe coronavirus
wasasbigofathing.lwaslike,“Yeah, Iguessit'simportantifthey're closingschool.”Butagain, Iwasn't
kind of, | wasn't like, “Wow, it’s really serious. They're doing a good thing here.” So, yeah.

Christen Weeden: So, have your feelings changed since the initial excitement?

AmeliaWilson:Yeah.ldon'tlikeonline classesaswellasIthoughtlwould. It's definitelynotthe same
asbeinginperson, people,it'snot. It'snot. Ilike beingon campus. Again, mostly because lknew how
frag mytimewaswiththis college. | missbeingabletogotothe studentcenter. That's something [ will
notbeabletodomaybeeveragain. AndImissbeingableto, like, justwalkoncampuslike walkinginto
buildingsandreallytakeinlike Columbia’s vibe and stuff. Its’s strange butlike, justlike the like going
intobuildingsandbeinglike, “I'macollege student.I'mincollegerightnow,”wasanicefeeling. Ireally
missed that. I'm saddened alot of things have moved online. | find my classes are probably alittle
harderbecauseit'smoreworkandyoudon'tgetthatlike facetofaceinteraction. So,nolongerexcited
how everything being moved.
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Christen Weeden: So, um, did you have any spring break plans since the college shut down right around
spring break?

AmeliaWilson: Um. Yeah, kind of. Imean, lwanted to visit my family on spring break, like lwanted to
drive totheirhouse and just be with them, which I ended up doing. Um, despite you know, the end of
March being like you're not supposed to dothat. Um, but, like, Ireally missed them. And itwas really
importantto my mental healthtolike go see them. So, Iwaslike, “Youknow, I'm notgoing to be seeing
any otheranybody, anybody else. And I'm notgoing to see other people. I'mjustgoingto seethem,”
whichlike, looking back onitis a mentality ornotavery good one because | work at Target. So, like
seeingthemmaybe bringittotargetyouknowlike. That'd be bad, butandlike they have theirjobstoo,
they’renotunemployedoranything. Theystillhavetheirjobsandmymomworksinababy wipefactory
andmyDadworksinatire distribution centersolooking back when | probably shouldn'thave visited,
but so.

Christen Weeden: So, you can you talk about work and how that's been continuing to work throughout
the coronavirus?

AmeliaWilson: Yeah, um, and the weirdestthing formeis | didn'treally feel the effects ofthe virus for
the longest time because | was still going to work, like other people were being unemployed and schools
are closing butlike forme, lwas still going towork. So, itdidn'tfeel like anything really changed. Um,
workthough, Targetlikejustrecent, likeliterally the lastthislastweek on Sunday, they werelike, “You
have to startwearing face masks.” So, they finallyimplemented that. And you, it's like almost May,
May’s tomorrow. So, you see how they're handling it. Um, we had to start cleaning things more and
slowlybeenlike they've been slowly beenimplementing more and more precautions. So, atfirst, we
were justlike spraying stuffdownbetween every few guests. Andthen we were spraying afterevery
guest. Then we were wearing gloves. Then we have plastic dividers. Then we had face masks and it kept
getting, itkeptchanging. Um, soyeah, work has beenreally weird. | don'tknow if Target’s taking the
beststepsforit. We're really understaffed atwork. So, one person, like if youwork guestservice, then
you're notonly doingthe service desk, you have towipe downallthe returns. You have tododrive up,
which is where you take orders out people's cars. You have to do the pickups, which is a separate line.
You have to make announcements every 30 minutes about social distancing. You have to answer phone
calls andtodoreturn to stock and forone person that's just way too much. And I feel like they upped
ourminimumwage, butthen cutourhours. So, everybody's makingmore, butthere are less people
workinganditmakesitreally, really hard. And withallthese newlike cleaning rules and stuffwe have to
do,it'sonly possibletoactually getpeoplethroughinatimelymannerandstay saneforyourshiftso.

Christen Weeden: So, what precautions have you taken personally, outside of work or during work to
keep yourself safe?
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AmeliaWilson: Um, duringwork of course, lwearthe gloves andthe facemask, Itouch alotofthings at
work, so ldothat. Whenitcomes tolike outside of work, | haven'tbeen going outas much exceptfor
maybetolikeapark,wherelkeep morethansixfeetdistancefrompeopleandit'sbecauseit'seasierto
dowhenyou're outside. You don'ttouch anything. Youjustgo through like whereverthe parkis so
that's been kind of nice just to get out and | honestly am totally fine with that. | try not to go out too
much otherthan like to parks orsomethingwhenitcomestolike grocery shopping and stuff. lusually
trytodoitwhile I'mat Target. Like, I figure I'm already at Target. I've been here for five to eight hours,
youknow, duringtheday. Theycanhandleonemoreliketenminutesegmentofmebeinghere. Andso,
| can like, wear my gloves, and | can go do my grocery shopping and then | can go home is the easiest

Ididgogrocery shoppingatadifferentplacetodayatStrackand VanTil’s, justbecauseitwas closer
andTargetatthemomentdoesn'thavealotofproduce because again, we onlyhave acouple people
doingit. So, there'shardlyandum, solwentthere and like | the precautions that | would take, Ineed to
like wash everything when we get all the produce and stuff, whichis what we got. Just so thatway,
we're not like going to be sick, which you should wash produce anytime anyway, but.

ChristenWeeden: So, canyoutalkalittle bitmore about, you talked alittle bitabouthow yourwages
have gone up foryour hours have gone down. How have you been financiallyimpacted by the
coronavirus?

AmeliaWilson: Honestly. Everything seemsalotbetterthanlwaswhenlwasin, notlike whenitwas
October,um, gotmytaxreturn. Sothatmade abig difference forme. So, lhave thatmoneyandthenl|
gotthestimulus check, whichlusedtopay offthe car. Thatwas a big problem forme fromlike

November, December, January, February, March, | think | paid for April as well. So, six months | paid on
acarlcouldn'tdrive. Um, andthatwaslike $300 a month, almost outof my paycheck anditwasreally
cripplingsowhen | gotthe stimulus check, | used the whole thing to pay offthe car. Whichitshould be
mine. Now that I've been struggling with this company. | don'tknow if they're going to send me the
salvagetitle, butlshouldbe gettingthecar, soldon'tknow. We'llsee. But, uh, yeah, financiallydoinga
lotbetterthanlwas. um, I will say | don'tmake I haven't, Ilhaven't made as much from Target since
beinginschool, butlike, lhave more time nowto be at Targetand they're notgetting me the hours so
thatreally sucks. Like oneweek | only had 10 hours, like that's really going to hurt my paycheck. It's
really hard to like get hours, because everybody's struggling to get some because they aren't giving us
any. So, I'mworriedforlike this nextmonth how my paychecks are going tolook butforthe time being,
it's been, it's been nice enough at least. Like | can't complain because | have had the stimulus check and
my taxes.

ChristenWeeden: So,canyoutalkalittle bitmorealsoabouthowyou've beentaking care ofyour
mentalhealthduringallofthis?
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AmeliaWilson:Um,it'sweirdbecausel'manintrovert. So, lhaven'tstruggledtoomuchwithnotseeing
other people. Um, again, | keep comparing all this to how awful itwas before my accident. Butlike |
thinkthebiggestpartlike, okaythe biggestissueisjustnotbeingabletosee myfriends, exceptforlike
throughFaceTime,whichI'mkindofusedtonownotseeingthem, butlusually seethemonceamonth.
Andso, like notseeing my family notseeing my friends, notreally talking to my sisteroranythinglike,
it's stuff that | was used to doing once a month, atleast, and now | can't really do that. | can't go to
schoolandsee myfriends.lcan't,youknow,gosee Moid oranything. Youknow, ljusthave meand my
boyfriend, whichis fine, but we're kind of like, we're stuck athome. And we're like, you know, getting
like kind of like agitated, because both of us are like doing ourown thing. And when you’re cooped up
withsomeonefortoolong, likethat, youjustproblemshappenso. Youknow,it's,it'sbeeninteresting. |
amwe're doing okay, butlike mentally, I don'tknow. | justamin this weird state of like uncertainty and
yeah.

Christen Weeden: So how has your living situation or just your living environment been altered by
stayingathomeornotbeinginschool,oratschool?

AmeliaWilson:Imean, it's differentnowbecause lamlike almostalwaysatmydeskorlikeinmybedto
be comfy like doing schoolwork.Um, soI've beenhome alotmore, um, which changesthingsbutthe
houseis messierbecausel'mhome moreandit'salsomessierbecause I'msofocusedonworkand
schoolthatlike | don'treally have thatfree time tolike clean and stuff. Um, which I don'tlike because |
like havinganorganized environment. Otherthanthat, | can'treally say the homelife haschangedtoo
much. It's boring trying tofind things todo. Like, | can only write and read so much before |, you know,
getbored. It'skind oflike, that'sbeenthe hardestpart.

ChristenWeeden: Sohowdoyoufeellivinginindiana, sincewe arealmostatMay 15*?Howdoyoufeel
aboutspeculationsthatthe stayathome orderwill be lifted?

AmeliaWilson: Um, honestly, Idon'tknow, becausein, | knowthat Texaslifted theirs. I think Florida
lifted theirs for their beaches, like people are slowly lifting them. Not sure where Indiana has todo,
especially like Lake County, because it's, you know, in Northern Indiana. | don't know what Lake County
isgoingtodowhenitcomesbecause weliverightnextto Chicago, like we arerightthereandthere'sa
bunchofpeoplein Chicago. So, |don'tknowif Indianais going totreatitlike county by county orifthey
are justgoingtoopen up Indiana. | have concernsifthey justopenitup. I'm, I'mhoping they doitlike
graduallylikeifyou opensaylike, restaurants, you canopenagain. Butmaybetherestaurants, you
know, only had like 25% capacity or something. Orlike, you know, they do | wantmore. | wantthe
precautions to stay because I'm worried that it's just going to like have a huge spike in spread again, um.
So, I don'tknow, it's, we're like in the heat of it. And | don't know if they should lift the stay at home
thing this month. Iwould like itto in a way, but like also looking at it like analytically, that's probably a
bad idea.
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Christen Weeden: Can you go into that more?

Amelia Wilson: About how it's like not good? Um, so | guess like my worry is that say, they open
everything,andtheydon'treally putalimiton capacity, peoplewillhave been, they they're going crazy
notgoingout. Everybody'sgoingtofloodout. Gotolikethe stores, likethe shopping malls, they'regoing
togototherestaurants andallthat stuff. And I'm sure thatthe stores and restaurants are goingtotry to
maintainsome semblance oflike cleanliness and precautions, butl don'tknowif people are goingto. |
don'tknow ifwe're going to continue wearing face masks ornot. Um, l also don'tknow how that willbe
inLake Countysincelike, if Chicagodoesn'tlifttheirs’, peoplethatare stillallowedtodrive places. So, |
don't know. It has Indiana opens their restaurants, like people are in Chicago are going to come over just
becausethey'reboredaswell. Like, Imean, we're allbored and stuff, youknow, athome, it's, it'sbeen
awful, solmean|canimagineiflwasin Chicago, I'd probably wantto go overto Indiana tooifthey
opened up. So, you know, | don't know what's going to happen or how it will affect things, but I'm
worried about a big like, spike in cases as soon as things open up, like completely.

ChristenWeeden: Whatprecautionswouldyouliketobe, wouldyoulike tosee betakeninorderto
keep people safe if the state does open up?

AmeliaWilson: Um, Iwouldlike to see limits on capacity like, thatwould be really good. Ifrestaurants
open, maybe like sixfeetdistance betweentables. | don'tknow. Um, I thinkit'simportantto people to
like, continue with masks and gloves. Again, | don'tknow howthatwould workina restaurant butlike,
um, youknow, like wearing masks and glovestothe grocery storeforawhile, atleastuntilwe cankind
oflike find avaccine or until cases are like dwindling like atleastuntil, until then. | know that at Target,
therethey are doing capacity, like they are like marking off a certain limitfor people, which I like. I think
it's important but their numbers are a bit too high. Still, | think they should be stopping at a lower
number, butthey areletting like 300 people inandthey're allgoingto grocery soit's like, are you really
helpingthe situation? Butlwouldlike toseelike, people like, ordinary people, um, stilltrying tolike stay
clean, washyourhands, wash down whenyou gethome fromthe store, orI'mjustto stay safe. Even
after things open back up.

Christen Weeden: So, what, how do you feel or what do you feel Columbia should have done differently
in this entire situation?

AmeliaWilson: Um, IthinkIwishthey had more communication. Ireallydo. Iwishtherehadbeenmore
communicationwiththeteachersatleast. Because alotofourteacherswentuninformed. Imeanlike
Doug Whippo didn't even know the school was closing that day. You know, nobody knew until they sent
thatinitialemailtoeverybodyatonce. | kind ofwishtheywould havetold alltheteachers. Theywould
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have been like, “Hey, we're going to do this. This is where we're at,” like, | wish there was more
information. Um, onething thatIreally wish they would have done orwish they would doislike, thisfall
semester, alotof us don'tknow if we're going to stay online orif we're going to go back to class, like
nobodyknows. Andlkindofwishtheywouldlike keepusupdatedandinformedaboutthosedecisions.
Right now, and even before like the initial shut down, they were kind of like waltzing around those
questions. So, forexample, like if we were to be like, “Hey, are we going to be in school nextfall? Is it
goingtobeinperson?”’ Theywouldbe like, “Will school continue? Yes, yes school will continue,” but
they won'ttell you how it will continue and I kind of wish they would have been more open aboutthose
things.

ChristenWeeden: So,whatwouldyouliketosaytoPresidentKimaboutthissituationorhowit'sbeen
handled?

AmeliaWilson:Um,I'mnotsure.Um, becauseldon'tknowenoughabout PresidentKimtoknowwhat
tosay. ldon'tknow what he was trying to do, or he's still trying to like, how much control he has over
the situation really. Um, but in general, like to anybody who's like a leader of a company or a
corporation orlike the state orwhoever, | wouldjust ask for more awareness and | would ask for like
betterprecautions, asinlike openingthingsslowly, oratleastletting yourpeople knowwhat'sgoingon
because | feel like even with our state, it's been like, “What's happening?” and no one really knows.

Christen Weeden: So how do you right now feel about the future or feel about your future?

AmeliaWilson: Actually, | feelkind ofgood about myfuture, despite notknowingifI'mactually going to
college next semester. | feel pretty confident about how I'm handling my time. So, | feel pretty
productive during this quarantine. | know that. Excuse me. | know that noteverybody um, you know
everybody's able todowhat| cando during quarantine, asinlike they're not able togo outevery day
and getthatbreak. They're notable tofeelreally productive athome. Like they're kind of bored at this
point. They're justdoing the same thing. Each day | getalittle bit of variety, so | do feelreally lucky. I'm
aboutasfarasthefuturegoeslike,eventhoughthere's somuchuncertainty, lamconfidentthatthings
will kind of work out as they should, or thatit won’t be the end of the world. I think, again, like with my
caraccidentwithmyfirstsemesterofschool, I've kind oflearned thatbad things happen, butitdoesn't
meanthatit'stheend. Um, it'sjusta steppingstone. It'sjustalittle blip on yourradarorwhatever.
There was this one TV show where they're like, like one of their biggest mottos was like there's a
solutionforevery problem, like every problemhasitsolution. There's always, youknow, awaytoget
overandaroundtheseissues. So, Ithink coronavirusum, youknow, thisisn'ttheend. It'snotthe end of
theworld. Youknow, there's, we'regoingtocome back strongerandbebetterforit. Soyeah.

Christen Weeden: So, what aspects have you noticed that you took for granted before the shutdown or
the coronavirus?
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Amelia Wilson: Going to restaurants, | love, | justwantto eatall the time. I'mlike, my stomachis
growling now, um. Yeah, | definitely miss going to restaurants and sitting down and having a nice meal. |
missalloftheevents. Therewere somanyeventsinChicago,andyouknowwhenthe summercomes
like that's prime time foreventslike. Youknow, going to the beach, going to concerts or going tolike,
youknow, specialartexhibitsandstufflike, Ireally missedthose. Whiting hastheirPierogi Fest,which
I've neverbeento, and Iwas superexcited to go and they canceled ituntil2021.1mean, obviously,
that's probably agood thing, butljust, Imissthe events. Imissthe food, likeif Idon'tknowitsucks.
That sucks so much.

Christen Weeden: So, what has been the most significant change in your life due to this virus?

AmeliaWilson: Work,workhasbeencrazy.It'sabsolutelyinsane.Likeldon'tnormallydreadgoingto
work. | mean, sometimes itdepends on the day, but like, nowit's awful. Like, | don'twanttogo. |, |
knowthatI'mjustgoing to be either cleaning carts which is mindless and boring for my little shift or|
willbelike overwhelmed mywhole shiftand like nothing, neither ofthose are like are appealing. Um, |
don'treallylike, likeit's nice havingthe masks now becausewe didn'thave thembefore. Um, I like not
havingtobreathedisinfectantspraylike continuouslylike justbreathinginitall,anditwouldlike make
me feelsickand | don'tknow. Now it's nice to have the masks, butlike, it's also weird having themon
your face and the gloves, it feels really weird. Um, yeah. The biggest change has just been all of the, the
thingsthatthey make usdoatwork. Ireally, really wish that they would give us more hours, oratleast
like give us more people so that way, we're not overwhelmed or underwhelmed in our workspace.

Christen Weeden: So, what advice do you have for high schoolers that are now living through this, but
this crisis, pandemic?

AmeliaWilson: Um, mysisterisinhigh school, butlfeellike she's okay, she'sasophomore. I thinkit's
the juniors and seniors that are struggling the most especially the seniors. They don't get a
commencement. Theydidn'tgetaprom. Andthose are bigthingsthatit'sawful. Like, Iknowthatsome
kidsaren'treally fazed thefactthatthere'snocommencement. Um, | knowthatl probablywould have
beenupset, especially withthe prom. lloved prom, likeitwas sofun.I'm sokind of sucks thatthey don't
really gettoexperiencethosethings.Um, |guessadvicetothemwouldbe, youknow, like, we're going
tohavetomove on. Like, that's allwe can do and that maybe after everything opens up again aftera
little while, they can have theirown kind of parties they’llbe 21 hopefully by the time everythingis open
again and they can go so many cooler ins and so many cooler things that aren't, like aren't
commencement. Um for college students who, you know, missed their commencement that that's also
kindofsad.It'sabig, bigsteppingstone.But,again, thedegreeiswhat'smostimportant. Forthere's this
targetandthere wasthis onekidwho’'s momwas freaking outbecauseit's hisjunioryearand he was,
heattendedschoolinChicago. So, theylikeforabigpartoftheyear,theteacherswereonstrike.So, he
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wasoutofschoolandthennowhe'satschoolandbecause ofthe pandemic. So,hehasn'treally gotten
agood education this yearand momwas freaking outaboutthe SAT and like how to take itand how
doesbeforeitandhowhewasn'treallygettingthe materialsandresourcesheneeded. Solsuggested
theygoon college board. | think alotof places, especially like college board, um, they're trying tofind
ways to go. Virtual and be as helpful as possible. So, | know that college board has practice SATs. They
have practice like, you know. The actual SAT test, | think you can take it on college board. I'm not
entirely certain. Ithink thatalot of places are really trying to put things online so thatway you're noton
educationalvalue. So, I'mhoping thatforhighschoolers thattheytake advantage ofthatandthatthey
continue caring about their education because it will matter later.

ChristenWeeden: Andthen, whatadvicedoyouhaveforpeoplewhoare strugglingwithallofthe
changes thatare happening rightnow?

Amelia Wilson: Iwould probably tellthem notto think aboutit, as strange as that sounds. Like lwould
try tositdown and like try like a type of grounding meditation. It's something that | did when | was really
freaked outand | stilldoit. Like if| get overstressed, I'm like you know what, we sitdown, and we did
groundourselves. Iwould saytolike try tofocus on your mental healthfirstand youknowdo things that
youlove. Keep looking forthose things thatyoulove and don'ttry to dwell on things thatyou can'tdo or
can'tcontrol because that'sjust going to make you sad and stressed. So, | think for people who are
struggling, likeifthey're alone, forexample, and they'relonely intheirapartmentandthere's like know
whatthey don'thave thathuman contactlike they need. | would say to really try to reach out with your
friends, like FaceTime and stuffand you knowlike to play musicthatyoureally like ordoan activity that
youreally enjoy. Um, you know, to try to pass yourtime, but also to try to bring some happinessinto
your home.

Christen Weeden: Andthenwhatdoyouwantfuture generationstoknowaboutlife during this
pandemic?

AmeliaWilson: That'sagood question. Um, lwantthemtoknowthatthroughthis pandemic, Ithinkthe
worldis changing beyond justbeing stuck athome or, you know, notbeing able to like, dowhatthey
wanttodo. The earthis healing. Like there's less pollution. You can see the mountains in LA. You can see
the starsinlike otherplaceslike New York where the light pollutionhas been cutdown alot. Um, it's, |
want | wantfuture generations, ifthey look back on this to see it as the marker for the, like, you know,
forabigtransitionthatis yetto comeforus. Like, notyet butl'mreally hoping changes the minds of a lot
of people. Il hope thatitinfluences themto care about the earth andrealize that, you know, things can
be good. Good can come out of, you know just not out every day notyou know participatingin this
consumerism mindset that we doin America. I'm wonderingifit'll change jobs. If some people will
realize that they that some employees aren't necessarily like a necessity and that maybe people will
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value necessityjobsalotmorelike placeslike grocery stores or Amazon oryouknow, likethe people
thattake ourtrash and the people who deliver our mail. I'm wondering if those will start being more,
peoplewillstartrespectingthemmore than, youknow, big corporate jobswherethe people couldhave
worked online this whole time. | do wonder how the online landscape is going to change. | think for
future generations, it'llbeinterestingtosee howthatis, butthisis definitely like anunprecedentedtime
whereit'slike anew chapterforhumanity. And I hope for future generations to look back atthis chapter
andrealize all of the things that can't, like all the good that came out of it.

ChristenWeeden:Isthere anythingelse thatyou'dliketoadd oranytopicthatwe haven'tcoveredthat
you think is important?

AmeliaWilson: Um, Ithink, Ithinkthe government could have done betterwhenitcomesto protecting
thecitizensand, like, preventing all ofthis. The American Governmentspecificallywe'rejust, |don't
knowwhy we're doing so bad, butwe are like, | look at other countries like Japan, whois right there
right nextto Wuhan and yet we have way more cases than they do. And they've kind of fought this
iliness, alot better than we have. | kind of wish the government would have either like took, takeniit
seriously and sothatway | mighthave takenit seriously, like other people. I kind of wish they would
have, youknow, keptusreally wellinformed, oratleast, youknow, triedtobe honest. Like, youknow,
maybe thisisn't, maybe we shouldn'tmake fun ofthe “Chinese Flu”like itwas, it's a virus thatis really
deadly and | kind of wish they would have, youknow, taken it seriously and been more open aboutit
andlwishthattheywould have setup precautionsfarsoonerthantheydid. lwish the shutdownwould
have happenedalittle bitsoonerthanitdid, orthat placeslike Targetwould have handed outmasks
and gloves long before the end of April. So, yeah.

Christen Weeden: Is there anything else?

Amelia Wilson: | don't think so.

Christen Weeden: Okay, thank you so much.

Amelia Wilson: You're welcome.
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