INTERVIEW WITH CHAN WOO KIM

Interview Date: Wednesday May 6, 2020 @ 11:45 AM
Capturing Quarantine

Columbia College Chicago

CLAIRE BELHUMEUR: Okay so this is the ‘Capturing Quarantine’ oral history interview
project, my name is Claire Belhumeur I'm filming from East Hampton, New York. It is 11:45
AM Wednesday, May 6th 2020 Eastern time, it is 10:45 AM central time. Can you please state
your location and name?

CHAN WOO KIM: My name is Chan Woo Kim and I’'m in Chicago.

CB: Okay, perfect. And, what is your year in college and projected graduation year?

CWK: So, um, I’'m in sophomore year, and I will be graduating 2022.

CB: And your major in college?

CWK: And I’'m majoring in film directing, as in Bachelor of Fine Arts.

CB: Is there any minor you're focusing on or any additional courses you're taking?

CWK: No.

CB: And where was your place of birth?

CWK: I was born in South Kor-- um in South Korea.

CB: Where were you raised?

CWK: I was born and raised in-- in South Korea, but I moved to, I’ve been everywhere, for a
couple years in the Philippines then I moved to here in Chicago.

CB: What years were those?

CWK: So those - So I was born in June 1999 in South Korea, and I moved to the Philippines
around 2002 to 2005, then I moved to Chicago in 2005, and afterward I’m here.

CB: Okay. Uh, what was your mother's year of birth and place of birth?
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CWK: So my mom’s name is Cho Yin Suk and she was born in Seoul, South Korea, and she was
born in - gosh, um like 1960 something?

CB: What is your father's year of birth and place of birth?

CWK: My father’s name is Kim Young Ryul and he was born in Seoul, South Korea too and he
was born in 1960 something.

CB: What’s your earliest memory from your childhood?

CWK: My earliest memory has got to be that [ remember when I used to ride a bicycle all the
time around the street corner and I remember that I used to buy, every-time during lunchtime, I
used to eat ice cream all the time so that’s what my earliest memories were.

CB: Was that in the Philippines or here in Chicago?

CWK: In the Philippines.

CB: Philippines. Describe your neighborhoods growing up.
CWK: Which neighborhoods are you talking about?

CB: So, you could talk about your neighborhood in South Korea, the Philippines and then maybe
get into the neighborhood in Chicago.

CWK: Well I don’t have really good memories in South Korea because I was literally a baby.
Philippines, I do remember very few, to be honest, it’s just like I was - you know, it was super
hot, and it was super sunny, and it was a very rough neighborhood. But, it was like only five
years, and then after in Chicago - and, it was an actual city in Chicago, in the South Loop of
Chicago. During the time it was, it was a pretty nice neighborhood to be honest with you. It was
very quiet and calm during the time, there was not much, I would say, building during the time.
So, [now] it has more buildings.

CB: Do you remember anything specifically about moving, I know you were, you said you were
young in Korea, but moving from the Philippines to Chicago, to the US or anything your parents
have talked about, about that?

CWK: Um, what do you mean talk about, specifically?

CB: So any stories your parents have mentioned, just about the transition of moving.
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CWK: Oh, okay. The transition, it was pretty hard to be honest with you because there were a lot
of things going on because we had to move a lot because of my dad’s business. And so it was
pretty rough for both of my parents because we had to go again, though I didn’t have that kind of
experience because it’s like, when I was young there was nothing wrong. But in the US it was
pretty tough for them because it was a new adjustment from what they were used to in South
Korea for a really long time, like culture-wise.

CB: Right, so what’s one moment from your childhood that you've taken with you up to this
point in your life? Like a positive memory, or--

CWK: My positive memory has got to be the first time I got my own film camera. Like a Super 8
camera, oh my god it was a really old camera, but because my mom bought it from a really
good-- from one of my good friends, and he just gave it to me. I’m like I don’t know how to use
it, but it was very fascinating, and that was one of my goodest memories I have.

CB: So, yeah you're super interested in film, that's what you're studying, that's what your career
is now. Are there any other hobbies that you did whether in your childhood or in high school?

CWK: Oh gosh, um so pretty much I didn’t have any hobbies to be honest with you. It’s just like,
it took me a while to [find something I loved as much as] film, just because my mom kept
encouraging me to do something like, do after-school activities like physical training, therapy, or
tap dance, or Tae Kwon Do, art kind of stuff to see what I liked and that was everything she tried
to see what was the best and that wasn’t working for me, finding something I liked. And so, I
kind of, by myself, discovered that film was my passion by watching actual films.

CB: So was watching films the first moment that you realized you really wanted to be a
filmmaker, and describe that.

CWK: Yes, it was. Um I specifically remember when I was in a movie theater, an AMC, and this
one time [ watched the very first Stephen Spielberg’s Jurassic Park -- not the new one, the very
old one, and that moment I was like oh my god, this is really amazing. Like how, the technology,
and how you could actually build like the special effects, like the dinosaurs, and that really struck
me a lot. And I wanted to-- that’s when I became a filmmaker and that’s something [I realized I
could use to] deliver the good message to the audience.

CB: So that was back when you were in middle school?
CWK: Back in-- when I was in elementary school.

CB: Elementary school. So describe your high school experience.
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CWK: My high school experience, it was pretty rough to be honest with you. Because I know
some of my friends from middle school who go to the same high school it’s just like -- It was
rough because as I said those people were the ones who were being bullied in middle school. I
actually had that experience where middle school students, like three or four guys who just-- I
was very chubby at the time, those people would just pick me up and then they had a bunch of
bad things about me and printed out a bunch of posters and then posted them around every single
locker room and it was really rough-- a rough childhood and rough high school too just because
they did exactly the same thing with me in high school too but they got suspended, so. It was
really tough because bullies can-- they picked me up and now I lost too much weight and had
like, a dramatic eating disorder because of that because they gave me anxiety like-- how am |
gonna like, deal with them, how am I gonna deal with it. So that is why I had a rough childhood,
because of that.

CB: And what did you turn to, to find positivity during that time?

CWK: So, well, um-- I was able to find positivity from, actually my mom, who also is a friend
and who is a mentor to me too. Just because during middle school, since elementary and through
high school I didn’t have actual real friends and it’d just been really rough, that’s why I said [to
her] like, I really don’t want to go to school anymore, it’s so hard for me right now. And she--
my mom was able to understand the situation, and she said you know what, let’s do the film
career kind of stuff, it makes you forget all the negative stuff. And she also encouraged me to do
the film club in high school, which I was able to find my passion and so that's why I was there.
That's what made me turn it into some sort of positive way for me going to school, just that
looking forward to the day for film club, you know, I mean, after school. And I ended up doing,
like, three documentary series of football every night, every Friday and Saturday. It was really
tough, but it was worth my time to actually create my first documentary series.

CB: And you've mentioned your mom, is there anyone else who you are really influenced by in
your early-life? Any other supporters, maybe in high school?

CWK: Hm, aside from my mom to be honest I didn’t have much of it. But, to be honest I’d never
met this person in person or whatsoever, I just saw him on Youtube and that kind of stuff, where-
- His name is, it’s another director named Ron Howard who just really inspired me to, and
encouraged me to go out and start filming. Don’t be afraid and use film and those years to help
you define what is your happiness, and go out and film, shoot and forget all the negative stuff.

CB: What from his teachings do you think you've carried, do you think-- what messages have
you carried with you?
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CWK: Ron Howard said that specifically, when I wake up every morning I tend to get hungry all
the time [for film, and working] because I have a lot of creative ideas that won’t stop, they’re
ongoing. Now that specific quote I forgot, but that moment I was inspired-- Oh, that makes
sense, every time, every morning, or whenever the specific moment is that I always have a
creative idea I want to write it down, even when I don’t have time for me to do something, I want
to focus on it.

CB: What was your college application process like? Or your thought process before starting to
get into thinking about college, in high-school.

CWK: So basically, college applications are the worst nightmare every high school student will
do. Well, my college application was the worst nightmare because we have to do multiple SAT
or ACT exams in order to have the minimum requirements for each college, and I was able to do
that. College applications in the virtual high school-- I mean college, I thought that they’d have
all the same prompts, but they didn't have the same prompts which I was so furious [about], I’'m
like oh god, okay this is too much and how am I gonna limit or type the words for a 500 word
essay, and that kind of stuff. It was a burnout, during that time, college applications, but it was
worth it because I applied to 6 or 7 colleges. But, I found out that Columbia offered me, and
other-- and San Francisco, and was it like, USC? No UCLA, there you go, that offered me some
scholarships, and congratulated me on going to college. But I just found out that I want to- I just
found out that Chicago was the first filming industry, so I was like oh, let me try and focus on
Columbia first, I want to really learn how the building of creative energy is processed before me
going to LA, so.

CB: What was the initial moment you realized you definitely wanted to go to Columbia College
Chicago?

CWK: Well, um, I had a lot of connections with the professors, and because we’d met-- Because
I took summer classes at Columbia all the time, so that’s when I thought like, oh I need to go to
Columbia because I have so many professors I know that wanted me to go. So I'm like, okay,
that’s where I need to be at first.

CB: So what were your expectations when you graduated from high school?

CWK: My expectations from graduating high school were that-- How now, finally, I was able to
finally focus on focusing on what I’'m going to major in, in college, and not just doing all the
math courses and english courses, like they didn’t have many film courses [in high school] any
way too. So at that moment it struck me-- Oh, this is the moment I’m going to be more
independent and focus on my film career and film studies too.



200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239

CB: When you first stepped foot on the campus, what were you most excited about, being there?

CWK: Aside from the chaos going on, the most exciting for me was that, how are the professors
going to be different from high school and how-- You know what I mean, like in high school it’s
professors do some homework, and it's almost every day but in college it’s like you can choose
your own schedule. At the same time, how the professor teaches film stuff, like film lessons. I'm
like oh my god this is-- [ never thought in my life that I was actually going to learn it, like this is
what I was really looking forward to instead of just me watching Y outube tutorial kind of stuff.
That moment I had instant connection with professors, like oh that’s something, I can use my
creative ideas to actually make a film or a script.

CB: So what were your first moments connecting to the community on campus, the film
community or in dorms or classes?

CWK: Um, my first moment was that I actually had-- So there was a film club at Columbia and
it was like a horror film club thing, and by the way I’m not a big fan of horrors, but I was
definitely interested to check it out. That was the first moment I wanted to check it out, what
clubs they offered, but my reaction in the moment was that-- when stepping foot in and joining
the club was that, oh my god I never thought that students and professors would provide more
film materials than the high school film club does. So it was like more materials, more
connection, and I was just enjoying just like-- A couple days of the editing club thing. It was so
fascinating to see how Columbia offers all the different clubs they have.

CB: And the professor and student connection and community, how do you feel that has
personally helped you grow as a filmmaker since arriving at Columbia?

CWK: [inaudible, talking to self]

So professor and student, um- I would say mostly professors that encouraged me, because
I always have various comfort zones, you know what I mean? And perhaps safety zones, So but,
my professors always encourage me to step out of my comfort zone and create more films
[saying] don’t be afraid, just try and see how it works. Because back in high school I would say
it was very strict in terms of like I gotta do this, I gotta do this, based on watching tutorials and
what the teacher in high school said, very organized kind of stuff. But, in college, it’s totally
different, it’s opposite directions like, try it out, let’s film more, and just encouraged me to be
more. They treat me almost like a professional film person, or a filmmaker like how the film
industry would treat you. Like explore more, do you know what I mean? So, they don’t see me
as a student.

CB: And what would you say you value the most about Columbia or our campus? Being on the
Columbia campus?
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CWK: What do you mean value the most?

CB: What is your favorite thing about Columbia, maybe the favorite-- your favorite resource,
something that Columbia has given you that you really appreciate?

CWK: To be honest, Columbia offers me the student disability service, they offer me-- That’s a
really huge thing for me, because I’'m usually a disability-- [ was born deaf, and hard of hearing,
so it was a very huge impact on my life that in high school they didn’t have that kind of stuff,
they just had only the ASL sign language and so I always had a hard time catching up with
professors and tended to have after-school all the time. But, at Columbia, did offer more kind of
that stuff and I was so-- I would say it was a happy moment where they tried to help me
accomplish my education, and help me to achieve my education, and for example, like the closed
captioner right now-- I’m able to hear and understand what people are saying to me, and more
clearly so that’s the thing I really appreciated a lot.

CB: And how do you feel overall that your college experience might have differed if you didn't
have access to these services?

CWK: Well, I"d be super sad, and I’d have to force myself to pay, I mean pay for these services,
the closed captioning kind of stuff. But, something is that I would have to apply for ADA
accommodation by myself and it’s a harder process. So there would be hard moments a lot. So it
would be hard and it’s the same thing [as high school], I would have to meet with professors one
on virtually and make sure I’'m getting that.

CB: And going back to life on campus, what you love about living in downtown Chicago? On
campus?

CWK: Um, well, pretty much you could visit the museums for free, like the Art Institute. You
could actually go and see the lake, and there’s a lot of creative museums like art where you could
take a photograph with statues, it’s very interesting. And plus, I really like how Columbia has the
Student Center where you can have all the resources: the internet, the printing, or all the sources
the resources those have been really helpful for me throughout the year at school.

CB: How often did you find yourself using the student center, or those resources?

CWK: A lot. Like after school, or before school, because sometimes dorms it's just like, that’s
the kind of environment I’'m comfortable with, like I’'m used to it. This is my home, it feels like.
But, in the Student Center, it helped me feel like I’m actually in an office like, oh I need to work
on this, I’ve got to work on this. So, it did help me a lot in terms of concentration.
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CB: And, you mentioned your dorm. How was your experience living on campus? Do you enjoy
it? What are some of the drawbacks or positives of that?

CWK: Well, first of all it’s cheaper in dorms than apartments and so-- And the second thing
about dorms is that you can go to class like it’s closer and walking distance, it’s much easier than
actually taking the train back and forth, back and forth. So that’s what I thought about it, so yeah.
So yeah, it’s kind of boring but otherwise the roommate kind of stuff-- there’s too much going
on. So that’s the good thing about dorms, and you’re able to make connections with other
Columbia students who are majoring in the same major, or meet another major too.

CB: What has been the biggest take away, or an aha moment for you at Columbia so far?

CWK: The biggest take away moment? Um, just pretty much learning experience to be honest
with you, like how the professors keep pushing me to be an actual professional filmmaker.

CB: When did you first become aware or hear talk of coronavirus, Covid-19?

CWK: Well, I actually specifically remember that I was in my dorm, because in the dorm I
usually have Google Home just read out the news all the time for me, and [the news] would talk
about Coronavirus, where in China around 400 people were infected. Then I’m thinking to
myself, in the dorm, in the morning, while I was eating breakfast, there’s no way it could spread
out more, because it happened before. Like SARS, Influenza virus kind of stuff, I’'m like we’re
kind of going to be able to recover from everything because it happens [coming] from China all
the time. So I’m like okay, so that’s my main sources like Google Home, or Twitter, going on
social media, yeah.

CB: When you first heard about it, did you bother to keep researching it? Was it something that
was on your mind for the rest of the day?

CWK: No. So in the beginning I was so curious, like okay, there isn’t a huge awareness about it.
I’'m like okay cool this is general news, sometimes you can tell when it’s like, you know over
drama, controversy, that kind of stuff. But after that it became serious, serious, until Columbia
sent the email about the campus going to be shut down and moving to remote. I’'m like oh god,
this is not actually happening, this is so serious, I’m like nope, nope, nope. So, I got more into
researching with the news and social media.

CB: When you first started hearing rumors or Columbia talking about the campus closure, what
concerns started arising for you personally or any of your classmates' concerns?
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CWK: Um, first of all, how am I going to start to continue my education, that kind of stuff. It’s
just like I have screenwriting class, and other classes that are more of a hands on experience.
Also Oral History where we need to meet in person and then have an interview, and like, how am
I going to do this kind of stuff? Overwhelmed was the first initial thought, like okay this is going
to be chaos, and plus, my dorm kind of stuff. I have a lease, that I have to move to a new
apartment in Chicago, which is signed right now, and I had to figure out how I’m going to do
storage, how am I going to do the move out process, like I had too many questions about it.
That’s why I reached out to my mom, like how am I going to do this, and help me out. So she
said, pretty much-- she calmed me down to be honest, like okay just do it and we’ll help you out
with the process.

CB: You mentioned your lease starting, is that coming up in the summer and how are you and
your mom having that discussion about how you're going to get over to Chicago and figure out
how you're going to move?

CWK: So I know that Columbia announced around, on Wednesday specifically on Wednesday? |
don’t know which day, but around March, announced in an email that said we had to move out of
the dorm by Sunday, and I was freaking out. I'm like reaching out to my friends and asking how
can I have my storage, is there any cheaper option, and did some research. So my lease [start
date] is in April, like the second week of April, so I'm like what am I going to do now? So, I did
reach out and ask my mom, like is it okay if I bought storage, and I explained everything. It was
a stressful moment because I didn’t like that Columbia announced it super last minute. But, I was
able to move all my stuff into storage [it was at least] a two day process because I have a lot of
stuff. So yeah, pretty much then after that when it reached April and I moved all my stuff out of
storage and put it into the apartment-- the thing is that we had to clean everything to make sure
there’s no coronavirus infection going on, so I had to clean every single thing, and some stuff [
had to throw away.

CB: You mentioned moving all of your stuff out of the dorms back in April. How was the
transition driving back home, moving back home and getting into the new living situation?

CWK: Um, right-- So my parents live in the suburbs, and it was kind of like an hour drive. So, it
was not bad, it was just so weird, like a strange feeling, like it’d turned into a ghost town. Like
there’s no people, there’s a few cars, like a typical in the morning or before rush hour [traffic],
where it takes two hours, two hours and a half to go home, or arrive to my dorm. But it felt so
weird that I just like-- Specifically I remember in my car I just kept thinking like what the hells
going on, what the hells going on, and I’m like trying to figure out what am I going to do? I got a
couple text messages, from my friends, asking how my moving process and how-- [ remember
specifically from my friend said about, he’s a senior and he said-- he’s crying because their
graduation got postponed for him, and we just had a conversation during the car ride, and he said
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like how am I going to do this, how am I going to deal with this, blah blah blah, and so I just
gave him a positive, mental like-- I’m sure that Columbia will provide another way or postpone
it, there’s no way they’ll be cancelling that.

CB: How do you feel that you can relate to your friends that are having different experiences
right now. Maybe graduating, or how do you feel like your experience is differing from theirs?

CWK: Since I’'m in sophomore year, [ would just say, focusing on how am I going to do working
remotely and online classes, that kind of stuff. But, for my friends who are seniors, I definitely
understand because this is the biggest moment like, oh I’m finally graduating, and I know some
of my friends, their parents are coming to Chicago and seeing their sons or daughters graduating,
and it’s the biggest moment of their lifetime. Because there’s not a chance to get it again, that
history in your life, but I felt really horrible but it’s understandable at the same time.

CB: And, going back to moving, how much time had passed between when Columbia first
mentioned that we were never coming back to campus and we would have to get our things and
leave and when you actually started to move your things out, what else was going through your
mind during that time period.

CWK: As I said, that it’s pretty much kept my mental thinking, it’s almost like what-- I’'m trying
to figure out the story now like to find actual answers, like pretty much what just happened, what
the hell is Coronavirus, and I kept researching that and about how Columbia would provide
school tuition, and also how Columbia was going to provide what do you call it-- next semester,
and also how this Coronavirus would impact financial aid and lifestyle, pretty much.

CB: You mentioned feelings going into next semester. Uh, describe that a little more, what is
going through your mind?

CWK: For next semester it’s just like how am I going to afford it, because you know-- What if
both my parents, and including me, temporarily stop working our jobs. Me, right now, I’m doing
a student internship, like a paid internship, a couple shows and film productions like Warner
Brothers and other film industry like pretty much-- Right now I just got notification that I will be
unemployed for a moment, it’s not that they’re going to fire me and that kind of stuff, but it was
just a struggle pretty much-- the community and everyone was turned into a low class, just right
away because there’s no income, pretty much.

CB: And so you mentioned your parents, describe your current living situation and how you all
are kind of coexisting at home, as you adjust from moving from campus.
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CWK: Well my living situation right now is just like, right now I usually go to the grocery store
and buy some food, but now I'm doing online with Amazon and they carry stuff that you
couldn’t have, and there’s someone to buy food from the grocery store for you, and, pretty much
the living situation is just by myself, and trying not to go out, and having conversations with my
mom all the time, [more] than before. I was saying to my mom, it feels like a war, like is there
going to be an end of the world like where in the movies it feels surreal like how you can
actually feel-- Like I’ve tried to pinch myself, like am I dreaming or not? Because there’s no way
that a virus has turned humans into zombies-- it’s like the fiction stories, so I’m like there’s no
knowing how this is going to happen, you know what I mean? So, even with my parents it’s been
really nice, it’s like my parents used to cook me homemade, old memories, food that they
haven’t made for almost years, so it was really nice.

CB: And if it has, how has your relationship with your parents changed?

CWK: Super close, closer than before, my parents like we-- I tend to be super busy with work,
and school, and I’m like I don’t have time to talk. I usually have a phone call with them every
other week, like are you okay and how are you doing. So now, Coronavirus has changed me a lot
just like, I really pretty much have a conversation with my parents every single day, asking like
how are you doing, are you okay, even my dad, so.

CB: Has this new experience of being at home and having had time to reflect and have more
discussions with your parents or others you keep in contact with, do you think that will affect
your viewpoint as a filmmaker? Later in the future?

CWK: I know a lot of filmmakers where they-- I know some people, or screenwriters have
started writing a film about the virus already. And I’m like-- and a lot of like the Netflix shows
show a lot of viruses and the contagious stuff, and have been written about outbreak, like virus,
virus, virus. It feels like, what is my point of view is that it changed me-- because I know |
experienced this, and it’s something I could use and make a film that’s about the virus, as a
fiction film, by the way. So, it’s something that I could use as a filmmaker [something to learn
from, in the future] understanding the limited resources we can use, because we take for granted
a lot of things. Like oh, we need the lighting, we need gears, we need expensive equipment, that
kind of stuff. But now we don’t have film equipment so we have limited resources and people
are really figuring out how they can do this and be a film major during quarantine time, and the
Coronavirus pandemic.

CB: So going back to the subject of film, and your online schooling, Columbia gave students that
three-week break before resuming classes. How do you think that affected you as a student?
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CWK: Um, the three-week break-- It felt confusing to be honest, first of all. I mean I totally get it
for Spring Break, sure. Spring Break that’s something where I could utilize my time to work on
school and work at the same time, but, three weeks feels like, almost like winter break or holiday
break, this stuff it’s just long. But, it’s helped me to calm down in this situation because I got
like, chaos, like what the hells going on? So I’m trying to figure out everything and get it settled
and use the time to just-- I got a lot of news during the time, but I'm trying to stay focused and
just remind myself to distract myself by doing schoolwork and working remotely. But, suddenly-
- I specifically remember, it was during our Spring Break around Friday, where my boss told me
that someone’s been tested positive and so we shouldn’t come to the office, and we’ll figure out
the working remotely. But a couple productions are still open and doing online kind of stuff, but
most productions are shut down or are postponed.

CB: And when you got that notification from your boss that someone had tested positive, how
did you react? Were you uh, scared for yourself, or what was going through your mind during
that time?

CWK: Um, in my mind was that-- I specifically remembered when I opened my work account
email saying that, it was from my boss, saying urgent please read this, and respond about the
COVID 19 situation, and I opened and I was so scared that either my boss is saying that-- You
know and I was so scared like is my boss going to fire me, or give me unemployment, and how
am [ going to do it and deal with that stuff? And then I'm like okay, just calm down, and I
opened the email, and I read it, and I really sat like around thirty minutes, blank, I’m like oh my
god, how am I going to deal with it and I’m like this stuff is like-- It almost felt like I was fired.
But, it wasn’t, but it was a temporary like how am I going to deal with it, and how am I going to
do with income, that kind of stuff, and financial aid. But otherwise, yeah it felt like the moment.
But, some productions are open so I’'m happy for that.

CB: So describe your job a little bit. And how you feel overall this transition to working
remotely has worked for it.

CWK: Um, do you want me to talk about on campus or off campus?
CB: Uh, off-campus you can start with and if you want to touch on on campus as well.

CWK: Okay, sure. Off campus right now I’'m doing a film internship, it’s a paid internship, for,
actually for Warner Brothers, for NBC and a short film for Disney Plus, and some Apple Plus
TV shows too. So pretty much I just work as a sometimes-- it depends on what my boss wants
me to do, PA or assistant director, I always change job positions because I have-- this is more
like shadowing a person where you learn by experience from an industry person. But, it was fun
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for me to actually be on set all the time. Pretty much, it was great for me being on set, meeting
the actors, meeting the crew.

CB: So, now that you are working remotely and you don't have that on-set experience, how do
you feel like you are learning in different ways from the paid internships and all the companies
and film production companies?

CWK: Well it did change obviously not being on set, and most of the productions are [trying to
resume] remotely like Zoom online, and sometimes we use this software called Plan.io where--
Most companies are in post production right now, so where we always suggest what we want to
add, and that's where the audio gets touched up. But, there was one time where the editors, the
audio engineers, said that he needed the actor to re record for the dialogue for the scene, and so it
was funny how the actor got in the car and used their device to record himself in the car. It was
funny, and it turned out really good and showed up in the TV show.

CB: So seeing how the film industry is adapting during this time, does that give you any ideas as
to how this will affect them moving forward?

CWK: Well, pretty much, there’s no theater now, everythings postponed, and we’re getting
worried wondering how we’re going to continue. Because, imagine, there will be no new TV
show or new movie show. This is-- we might have to wait that long, who knows when the
Coronavirus pandemic is going to be over, but since-- I really like how Warner Brothers, and
Apple TV Plus, and kind of other film industries set up for their crew a fund where they can
continue and manage like-- getting a paycheck.

CB: So what do you think might be some permanent changes or maybe things that the big
production companies have learned from this time that they’ll continue to use? Whether that’s
more video auditions or anything like that.

CWK: Well there’s a lot of things that we have learned from using, and utilizing limited
resources, it’s that-- because we have to heavily rely on internet, or technologies. I know one of
my coworkers who is a casting director and he has to do screening of all the auditions by doing
self-tapes on audition, like, in-- there’s a casting website, and he said it was harder for him not
actually feeling it from in person when you compare it to the virtual, two totally different
experiences, is what he told me. But otherwise other filmmakers told me-- Or, coworkers told
me, that they have really nice-- it’s a really nice break for them, to be honest. Because for them
it’s like-- For now, because you have to keep going, you start filming, keep going, keep going,
keep going. But, for them, it’s helped them to start doing more creative processes for them, like
think about-- You know what I mean? Come up with new ideas, or shot lists, it makes them want
to go out and start filming, and start new creative projects, so there’s the pros and cons about it.
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CB: So, now that we’ve moved online classes, what are some of the positives and negatives and
how did these compare to the concerns you initially had?

CWK: Well, online classes, there’s pros and cons about it. A pro is that you can still continue
your education, and you can work on more, and have time to do things rather than just knocking
it out. But, there’s the cons about it, that’s not having the interaction in person, and not being
able to do hands on work or projects. So it’s more like, writing more essays, watching videos,
and that kind of stuff. So-- But we have to adapt.

CB: And on the subject of adapting, how are you changing some of your goals that you had for
maybe this upcoming school year for yourself and your career and your schooling -- how are you
learning to adapt those during this time?

CWK: Pretty much as I said, just more like, relying on technology remotely. But otherwise it’s
pretty much like the same, just more social distancing kind of stuff. But for sure what I’ve
learned during the coronavirus pandemic is wash your hands no matter what because I’'m the
person who just washed before the meal, nothing else. Because I tend to bite my nails a lot with
my teeth so I’ve learned a lot about health concerns, about that.

CB: And so, how are you and your professors communicating during this time as you mentioned
we’re all social distancing and now it has to be over Zoom or email.

CWK: Pretty much emails and Canvas.
CB: And is that going well, do you feel like there is a lack of connection or has it been okay?

CWK: Just been okay, just pretty much just making sure we’re keeping on track, and just making
sure we are on the same path and communicating alright.

CB: Do you feel like the virus and learning remotely has had any significant impact on your
productivity or your grades?

CWK: Technically, it’s just like more professors changing the assignment materials and more
understanding that we don’t have to submit on time, and just more like keeping you on track to
be honest, but more flexibility.

CB: Do you feel like this flexibility, because it is so different from being in class and having that
in-person instruction, has it been positive for you or more negative? To have the loose deadlines.
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CWK: It’s more positive, like in terms of um-- we have group discussions, it’s something that I
have more time to actually look at resources before actually writing it down rather than having it
in person, in class. Or a discussion forum you have to do right away, you had to read it in thirty
minutes and it was rushed and like it wasn’t really good, the discussion forum. But it definitely is
good, it buys some time for shopping for resources and to write them down on the discussion
forum.

CB: So the virus for many has brought on feelings of depression and anxiety, so do you yourself
find yourself affected by these feelings and how do deal with it and cope with it?

CWK: Well, pretty much, there were some times of depression sometimes because of this you
cannot-- you aren’t able to meet friends, but otherwise I’'m keeping more positive that some
things that are good are gonna be happening. Like not like good things in a bad way, good things
in good ways-- where there will be a vaccination that’1l happen. Just more-- [ would say
coronavirus made mother nature better to be honest? Just always like no there’s no such negative
way just keep positive, keep a positive attitude rather than just depression and mental
breakdowns. But if I ever have depression I tend to like, go out, and take a break, sleep, or look
out the window or watch Youtube, or do something I like, like a favorite assignment and that
kind of stuff, so just keep a positive attitude.

CB: So you’ve mentioned keeping in contact with your friends during this time. Is there anyone
specifically that you talk to about your concerns? And how else are you staying connected with
others?

CWK: Well, um-- Sometimes some of my friends aren’t responding back because I know they’re
trying to deal with Coronavirus, but some of them did respond, like, how are you doing is there--
And sometimes we do a virtual Zoom where we watch Netflix together like a party, that kind of
stuff, or the games, so yeah it’s pretty much just having each other’s back whenever we need
downtime. And actually, one of my friends, who actually lives in the same building, and
somehow he knocked on the door, social distance, and before I go out I just wear my gloves and
mask just in case if someone was there-- he dropped me off a box of tissue, and I’m like, what
the hell would I need with a lot of packs of tissue, and he just said it’s a present, it’s a welcome
gift, so I'm like, thanks! So, it’s something I really appreciated, friends who just give each other
respect, but, and also, but-- I always intend to give my concerns and love to my parents. My
parents have a lot of knowledge, in terms, because of how to stay positive and that kind of stuff,
and my mom always has a very positive attitude, like, you don’t have to think about negatives,
negatives affect your mental health badly, so you don’t have to talk about it.

CB: And you mentioned some of your friends having to deal with the virus directly. Has the
virus had any significant impact on you or anyone in your family?
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CWK: So basically, um-- So there’s no one that’s gotten affected or tested positive or anything
for Coronavirus, thank god. But, I’'m worried about some of my family, concerned that-- Like
my uncle, who lives in LA, and in LA there’s a lot of Coronavirus [outbreak] going on, and I
have to worry about it. And one of my nephews is in Florida, and I have no idea why the hell the
beaches will be open again, and I talked to my nephew, he’s in college in Florida and he’s
majoring in animation, so I asked him like, are you at home, he said [sarcastically] he’s dead. So
I was just like, super worried about it. Another uncle, who is a registered nurse, and he’s in a
hospital in New York, and I’'m like freaking out-- I’'m like oh my god, are you okay? He barely
sleeps two hours, and he sent me a photo where he wore the mask all day and got the mark, the
scar on his face. He said-- before, the news announced the hospitals ran out of masks and they
had to sterilize and reuse the masks again, and I’m like, oh my god, really the government didn’t
provide you more masks and that kind of stuff? Supply and demand and yeah I'm like-- there’s a
lot of downtime [moments of sadness] for him to be honest, about mental health, because he has
to deal with all of the patients, has to help them, so it’s a lot of depression and anxiety and that
kind of stuff so he tends to talk to me a lot because I’'m a more like-- a sharing person, because
I’m really good at sharing other people’s thoughts so, sometimes he calls me like in the middle
of the night, or, 3am in the morning because that’s when his shift ends. Usually his shift ends at
7pm, like 9am to 7pm, but some shifts get delayed and he just calls me right away, [asking] like,
how was your day, just keeping him mentally positive.

CB: So you mentioned watching the news during this time, seeing that the government isn't
providing masks, you mentioned hearing on the news for the first time that the coronavirus had
begun, what is your news source of choice during this time?

CWK: As I said, Twitter, social media, or Washington Post, or CNN news, or online, what do
you call that-- news sources or Today Show, those are my main resources that I look on for
news. But I try not to look too much at news.

CB: So, reflecting back on what’s been going on so far, specifically with Columbia, what should
Columbia have done differently in your opinion?

CWK: Oh, I mean, Columbia did an amazing job to be honest. But I wish what Columbia would
have done differently is that-- providing more time to actually notify us, like just the dorm move
out kind of stuff because of Coronavirus, and I wish that Columbia offered us, like, the storage
rooms for free for students, not just paying our own money for that. Also that-- there’s a lot of
things Columbia needs to change, also, understanding how they have to change the tuition, and
pay [us] back and, or change and adjust the tuition fee for next semester too so it’s more
affordable. It’s not just like, we don’t want to go there or pay that much money, it’s just how
Coronavirus impacts our financial aid so, that’s the big thing. Thank god Columbia changed
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about-- instead of cancelling the graduation for my friend, they just postponed it. So, yeah, that’s
the three things I wish that Columbia changed.

CB: So with those three things in mind, if you could say anything to the school’s president, what
would you say?

CWK: Well first of all, I would ask him, what was your [thought] behind the process, like how
were you able to deal with that kind of stuff and those issues? It felt like for him, as a
government, he had to make his own decisions, it was a very tough decision. But I would
definitely be proud of the student representatives, like I [would want to share] my experience,
and share with him how’d he be able to make everyone happy and that kind of stuff. [I wish there
was just] more communication, how students [feel], rather than just President Kim keeping to his
own life, do you know what I mean? So, just more insight from students and professors too.

CB: What aspects of life did you take for granted before the virus?

CWK: Oh, god, well being around friends, like interaction is a huge major thing in my life, is
just interacting with students, and classmates, and friends, and professors. It’s a huge, huge thing.
But, this is something that we’ve learned, that there’s no one to always be present, or be there for
you, you know what I mean? But it’s something that we’ve learned that we need a moment with
time and with ourselves to reset ourselves back. But otherwise, yeah, pretty much just social
connection.

CB: What was the most significant change in your life, would you say, due to the virus?
CWK: Just online classes, virtual classes compared to in person classes.

CB: And how do you feel that you’re going to take what you're learning doing these online
classes, and losing that sense of connection, going forward once we’re out of sheltering in place?

CWK: So, um, well-- What do you mean by out of sheltering in place, do you mean like online
classes?

CB: Yeabh, just any life lessons you have learned during this time, having to work remotely and
losing that connection, anything you might take with you?

CWK: Well, something that as a filmmaker I was able to learn is limited resources, something
that I can do, or I can’t. Because in like, as a-- In my paid internship, in my student internship at
Warner Brothers, it is something that, like, these things are being provided to you. We always
take it for granted, all the time, as I said we need all the equipment, like, we need this, this, this,
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and this, but it’s something that we’ve learned to limit our resources, is it something-- do we
actually need it or not. Even buying online from grocery stores, where I always tend to say do |
really need to buy this, and if it’s impacting my month’s spending too. Because before, oh, I
have income, I don’t really have to worry about it, just keep it. But, this has changed a lot and
impacted my lifestyle, that making sure like do I really need it or not, so pretty much that.

CB: And how do you feel about the future?

CWK: How do I feel about the future? Well, there’s going to be good things happening where
there'll be more vaccinations, more getting better, where there’s a sense of-- people will see
different perspectives where they’ll tend to save mother earth, mother nature, they’ll think about
that too. But otherwise, yeah, there’ll be good things happening in the future, and I’m just
keeping positive really.

CB: And is there anything else we didn't touch on in the interview that you wanted to mention or
talk about?

CWK: Pretty much, I just wish that the US could provide more masks because they should--
because, you know, the CDC guidelines said no, we don’t need a mask, and other, like, Asian
countries they say that every single person should wear a mask, and I’'m like, really? That’s why
the population of that, it curved for them, almost like zero percent, but in the US it keeps rising
and rising. Like they should have done better, and planned it out, because I know from the TED
talk shows, from Bill Gates, we need to prepare for the next outbreak, we need to invest this
money rather than-- using three trillion dollars for fund reliefs kind of stuff, because we know
that America is really in debt right now. Just, pretty much, I just wish the government had more
of a plan, you know what I mean? Just like right away, we just need to-- Since they’ve learned it,
that, oh just follow the plan and procedure, because [back then] they weren’t aware of it.
Because, like, they’ve never experienced that with the whole country like compared to SARS or
Ebola.

CB: And, kind of going off of that, is there anything you have realized about our world or society
that you think you wouldn't have noticed just seeing everything on social media and seeing
different opinions?

CWK: Well, I realized that I feel super bad for those people who are low income, and they have
a lack of resources, and there’s one of my friends-- actually a classmate, in a different class, and
he said he has to use his phone to join [Zoom]. He didn’t have a webcam, he didn’t have an iPad
or computer, and he just pretty much does it like working, school, and offline, computer kind of
stuff. But I felt so bad, like how dramatically it impacted his lifestyle, like finding enough
housing for his parents because they have low income. So, pretty much, a lot of things going on
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too from social media like COVID-19, COVID-19, COVID-19. Like for me just keeping away,
and if there’s a vaccination, I hope there's a vaccination-- it’s something we need to hope for, so.

CB: And going forward, what you think is the one big take away that you’re going to get from
this time? In 10 or 20 years.

CWK: A takeaway from 20 or 30 years is that-- Well, I would say to my future generations, or
son or daughters, that this should’ve never happened before. They should always prepare
medicine, the plan, or vaccinations-- what they should do, again, is researching to prevent that
happening, rather than just wait, wait, until that happens and then everyone’s just rushing, it’ll be
the worst nightmare. It’s like, almost like-- another term is procrastinating, people are like doing
it for last minute. So I hope they will learn from this experience, and keep working on their
plans. Their future plans.

CB: Okay, thank you so much. That has been Capturing Quarantine.
Claire Belhumeur: Thank you.

Chan Woo Kim: Thank you!



