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Interview of Alexandra Resendez
Interviewed by Nick LaMaack

Nikolas LaMaack 0:09
Okay, um, welcome. We are here today to do the oral history project for Capturing Quarantine:
Student Life During a Pandemic. My name is Nikolas LaMaack What is yours?

Alexandra Resendez 0:20
Alexandra Resendez,

Nikolas LaMaack 0:22
and Today is May 4th 2020. The time is 2:42pm. And where are you right now, Allie?

Alexandra Resendez 0:32
I'm in Brownsville, Texas.

Nikolas LaMaack 0:34
Awesome. And | am in Chicago, lllinois. I'm just getting my timer started so we don't run over.
There we go. Um, so first question is where do you go to college?

Alexandra Resendez 0:47
Columbia College Chicago.

Nikolas LaMaack 0:49
Awesome. What year are you and what year is your expected graduation year?

Alexandra Resendez 0:55
I'm a freshman. So my expected graduation years 2023.

Nikolas LaMaack 1:00
where were you born?

Alexandra Resendez 1:02
Here in Brownsville, Texas.

Nikolas LaMaack 1:04
Then where did you grow up?

Alexandra Resendez 1:06
I've lived in Brownsville my whole life.

Nikolas LaMaack 1:08
Awesome. What's your mother's your birth and place of birth?



45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
95
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88

Alexandra Resendez 1:13
1973 also Brownsville, Texas.

Nikolas LaMaack 1:16
And what about your father's

Alexandra Resendez 1:19
1960's. 1969. Late 1960's. *Distorted Audio*

Nikolas LaMaack 1:30
awesome, love it. Um, okay, so what is your earliest memory?

Alexandra Resendez 1:39

So, | talked about this in class because | guess it's been usual but my first memories when | was
| think it was my first birthday party. | don't have like a very clear memory but | just what |
remember it was | was in a kiddie pool. And | just remember My cousin, Vosey, at the time was
like 10 and her just like looking down on me to like pick me up. And | just remember being a
baby and like having everyone looking at me in this kiddie pool. And then | looked at pictures. It
wasn't until | was like seven or eight years old. | looked at pictures. And | was Hey, | remember
that pool and like that. | remember her wearing that bathing suit. My birthday party.

Nikolas LaMaack 2:26
I love it. That's a beautiful memory. Um, do you know the story of how you got your name?

Alexandra Resendez 2:33

Yeah, my mom named me after herself. So her full name May Alexandra Martinez. SO she just
named me Alexandra? | don't have a middle name because my first name is long and my last
name is long so they thought like a middle name would just be excessive.

Nikolas LaMaack 2:51
Oh, yeah. Um, where did you go to elementary school.

Alexandra Resendez 2:56

| went to giegle tree from the serial program to once a third grade. And then they built a newer
school and | was moved | moved to their fourth and fifth grade school Benioff Elementary. The
following one.

Nikolas LaMaack 3:16
Okay, who was your favorite teacher?

Alexandra Resendez 3:19
Probably all, on like an elementary or of all time?

Nikolas LaMaack 3:25
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Let's do of all time.

Alexandra Resendez 3:27

Okay. *Dog Barks* Oh my neighbor's dog sorry | don't know if | have one makes that question
makes me nervous just because | have so many favorite teachers. Um, | guess my ninth grade
English teacher. Also, who | haven't talked to since leaving high school. *Distorted Audio* But
um, yeah, her class. | got every single semester. | got a hundred *Distorted Audio*. | felt so
encouraged by myself and she just made me feel really good about my writing. *Distorted
Audio* And was like, that was the point like, for me when | realized | wanted to pursue writing as
a career.

Nikolas LaMaack 4:21
Okay, and then where did you go?

Alexandra Resendez 4:26

I went to Hana High School, Hana high school from ninth grade, halfway in my junior year, and
then | moved to a charter school called a premier high school to finish because at that point, my
junior year | had, | mean, | had been struggling with depression and anxiety, since like Middle
School. But | had kind of fallen into really bad depression my junior year and | was like, falling
behind in credits, and the administrators weren't really understanding. So | moved school to
come here.

Nikolas LaMaack 5:07
Oh, awesome. Um, what were your excellent questions when you graduated from high school

Alexandra Resendez 5:16
Uh, to look forward to the future to like, you know that like the world is your oyster like that
feeling? | don't think I've I've been excited for the future. Probably *Distorted Audio*.

Nikolas LaMaack 5:33
Um, we're all did you apply for colleges to go to when you're a senior?

Alexandra Resendez 5:40

| applied. So there's a University here in my hometown as well as a college. | applied here for
like, the safety net. And | had been wanting to go to school, either in New York or Chicago.
Unlike my senior year, | was having that argument with my mom. Like every day, like you're
crazy, you're not moving to a big city, like that's expensive and how are you going to live? But |
kind of I kind of applied to Chicago to Columbia, because the application was really easy. And |
was like, it won't hurt. And | got in and | got a scholarship. So | decided to go.

Nikolas LaMaack 6:23
Yeah, why did you decide to go to Columbia? What was it about Columbia that made you come
here?



133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176

Alexandra Resendez 6:28

And just, um, I've always wanted to surround myself with other creative people and to just be in
Yeah, | guess | was just looking for like a community of artists and, and artists that aren't bound
by like one, uh Medium, or media. So yeah, | just that's what | was seeking.

Nikolas LaMaack 6:57
Yeah. So what's your major

Alexandra Resendez 7:00

So that's currently up in the air, officially I'm explority | went into college thinking | would
probably be like a journalism major, and then my minoring in cultural studies. But after now
almost like completing my first year, | probably will major in journalism. | think I'm going to focus
on cultural studies and more creative writing, just because, | mean, that's when it all comes
down to it. Like I, I'm a writer, and | felt like taking journalism classes and having to write only in
that like newspaper format. It kind of like crushed my soul a little bit. So yeah, that's still been
still figuring that part out.

Nikolas LaMaack 7:51
Awesome. And then, uh, do you participate in any activities at Columbia?

Alexandra Resendez 7:58

so I'm doing Government. | am the mental health senator. yeah | don't feel like a good senator
right now though because | | don't feel like a good student right now. I'm like really behind in
classes and I'm behind in student government. *Distorted Audio* Pretty much the only
extracurricular | like committed to when | started like the beginning of where | went. *Distorted
Audio* coalition of female creators. *Distorted Audio*l was interested in joining like, *Distorted
Audio*so far.*Distorted Audio*

Nikolas LaMaack 8:45
Describe your life outside of school in Chicago.

Alexandra Resendez 8:50
Like here in Brownsville?

Nikolas LaMaack 8:52
Well, in Chicago specifically when you're not in school?

Alexandra Resendez 8:55

wow. Okay. Sol guess the first semester was like me trying to understand how the CTA works,
like visiting different neighborhoods and just trying to learn about Chicago. Like in the
weekends, we go to like a different neighborhood and go, thrifte shopping or | like going to the
library *Distorted Audio* ninth floor. Yeah, that was right before. All of this pre Corona. | had
kind of | started volunteering for like the Bernie campaign and started like canvassing and | went
to like a Barnes form in Pilsen. And | met this person who gave me like their card. *Distorted
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Audio* I'll help you. So | think like, right Before | had *Distorted Audio* | was like just getting into
like that routine. Yeah, cuz the rest of that like me trying to figure that out and learn about
*Distorted Audio*.

Nikolas LaMaack 10:15
Yeah. How would you describe your education at Columbia up until recent times?

Alexandra Resendez 10:22
hands on. Yeah, | think one thing | *Distorted Audio* let me know if the audio is off because it's
kind of windy um usually with your professors or people who are *Distorted Audio* like

Nikolas LaMaack 10:57
Where were you when you learned Colombia was training to remote learning.

Alexandra Resendez 11:02

Um I think | was back home. No, that's not true. That's not true. | wouldn't have no, | think it was
the weekend before St. Patrick's Day. | think. Yeah, that weekend on | say we get my weekend
starts on Thursday. So | remember that Thursday. It had been announced that the other like
Chicago area school, we're going to do switch to online. And every class is like, all of the
classes are like, hey, just so you know, it's a possibility and then what that weekend was the
other side, it's announcing that they were gonna be switched *Distorted Audio* Not just
Columbia students, like DePaul and Roosevelt students. And the first students to be kicked out
were the DePaul students *Distorted Audio*. Oh, like this is really | probably can't come from
these but like, blank has hit the fan.

Nikolas LaMaack 12:29
Yeah. When did you first become aware of the Coronavirus?

Alexandra Resendez 12:36

*Distorted Audio* very beginning of the year, like January | remember reading about like,
terrible. *Distorted Audio* China. It was like *Distorted Audio* Yeah, | remember reading that
and not ever thinking about like was something that was going to directly impact life here, you
know? Yeah. Yeah. That was back in January.

Nikolas LaMaack 13:07
Oh, so what was your initial response then?

Alexandra Resendez 13:11

| just said it was heartbreaking that that that that many lives are being lost. But again, it was like,
also from a place of, like, removed from the situation. Like, looking at like an outsider's
perspective. And that's obviously changed.

Nikolas LaMaack 13:32
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Yeah. Could you describe how the progression of COVID has happened through like, a lens as
if you were like a filmmaker making a movie about it then? So like, a timeline of how COVID has
happened in life?

Alexandra Resendez 13:47

Yeah, so January, | would say it was like, in the background, | know in my peripheral and not
really because it's like it's not gonna happen. It's not gonna, | didn't *Distorted Audio* to ever get
to the United States, but | didn't think it would be a pandemic like | thought like someone like in
New York and then there'd be like a small outbreak in New York and then you know, everything
would go back to normal. So that was like January | was like, hey, there's this like really terrible
thing happening in China, but that's the other side of the world. That's just there. It's gonna be
fine. And then there was that one case? | think the first confirmed cases were in Chicago first in
some cases the United States when Chicago but it was just like a couple. And they seem to |
think they recovered. | remember might be aunt messaged me on Facebook and was like to say
no, like, be extra save because this virus and like, Don't worry, | have my purell Yeah, and then
it kind of it just started like, February it was getting worse. Like in the East Coast. And maybe in
Callifornia too, and | remember having this conversation with one of my professors and cars like
to look, you know, like, we have the *Distorted Audio* middle of the country. | was gonna, like hit
the coast, but like we're okay because we're in the center of the country. Not gonna spread over
here. Like Yeah, yeah, like it's not gonna. So | think for a period, it was like, denial almost, or.
Yeah. And, and then March happened and like, everything happened so quickly in the month of
March. Yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 15:53

Yeah. Um, and then so what is a pandemic in your words? So there are so many definitions.
There's obviously you A clear definition but how would you describe a pandemic with the
physical and emotional ties to it?

Alexandra Resendez 16:07
Ah, | guess it's like a forest fire. Um, and it's yeah it's in the way it spreads and, and in its
destruction. Yeah, like a forest fire. Like another analogy. Yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 16:28
I loved it. Um, how has COVID affected your education? education? | can't speak.

Alexandra Resendez 16:36

| don't | don't feel like I'm getting an education like or at least not. Not from school. | think I'm
learning a lot more from the world around me. But when it comes to like college and my courses
I remember like the first week of online classes, | went doodling into my notebook and | was like,
This is not real. This is fake school. This is not real. Because that's kind of what it felt like like it
so like | was in a weird dystopian movies. And then when it comes to like, me actually putting in
work and doing assignments that has felt close to impossible constant being able | can't focus
or concentrate on anything for too long. Yeah.
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Nikolas LaMaack 17:41
Um, so how much of a structural role did school play in your life before the pandemic?

Alexandra Resendez 17:48

I mean, it was my routine. Now, | don't really have like that. And | don't think anyone has that
barrier between like school life, Personal life, work life because it all happens in the same place.
And you kind of have to decide when and maybe | haven't been like the best job at like
managing like time management but yeah, just the establishment of those those barriers Oh
boundaries

Nikolas LaMaack 18:24
what have the biggest disappointments been in the switch to online education?

Alexandra Resendez 18:31

Just Yeah, exactly what | said just that separation between when is full time when it's me time. |
like going outside especially like coming back from Chicago. | miss the Texas sun so much. So
even when | like come outside and just like sit in the sun. It's like schools always on on my mind.
And so | don't I'm See Yeah, I've been struggling with just separating when to do what? Yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 19:07
Uh How would your life change if Columbia automatically passed you in all of your classes

Alexandra Resendez 19:13
automatically what?

Nikolas LaMaack 19:14
automatically passed you like many other colleges students have been pushing it on us

Alexandra Resendez 19:19

relief. yeah cuz that's currently like what has been giving me so much stress like even though |
opted for the | did the pass fail thing. I'm a part of me fulfilled like, what if | fail? Actually, like the
last few weeks? I'm still kind of behind on assignments. And then | have *Distorted Audio*.
Yeah. *Distorted Audio* | wasn't behind. Like I've been. | don't feel like | wouldn't be *Distorted
Audio* Like, oh, like | worked hard, it's not fair that other people get to pass as well. But | don't
see it that way. Like you don't know what, what other people are experiencing right now. And
even it's like *Distorted Audio*. Like maybe like, if you don't know anyone who's gotten the virus,
it's still it's impacting everyone in his own way. But we're all being affected.

Nikolas LaMaack 20:31

Yeah. Um, so how do you feel about Columbia's choice to allow pass fail grades? *Video Stops*
There we go. We're back. Okay, you're back. Awesome. How do you feel about *Distorted
Audio*? Uh, how do you feel about Columbia's choice to allow pass fail grades?

Alexandra Resendez 21:14
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*Distorted Audio* | feel like they should have just done that by default. Because even though
they gave us the option, there's still a bit of like stigma. Oh, why did you do that? Or why did you
choose*Distorted Audio* from like, some of my friends like, you kind of get the feeling like, Oh,
you chose the easy way out. But it's like, yeah, we're in the middle of a pandemic, like of course,
| *Distorted Audio* yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 21:47
Um, next, How are your you and your professors communicating with you?

Alexandra Resendez 22:00
What do you mean? Like? Email?

Nikolas LaMaack 22:04
Yeah. How are your professors communicating? Is it working? Is it not working?

Alexandra Resendez 22:11

So for some professors it is working. But for other professors | haven't even had like one on one
communication with some early March. Yeah. And then the extra, | guess barrier is like, the fact
that | am. | have kind of like fallen back into a depression. It's harder to like reach out to people
and be like, Hey, I'm having a hard time and I'm behind in your class. So it kind of makes things
more difficult and it would just be so much easier to you know, show up during office hours.
Yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 22:55

Um, and then how has moving into an online classroom or Your creative work | know you talked
about liking to write a lot creatively. How do you think now being stuck where you are and being
out of the classroom and out of the environment of the creatives. How has that affected you?

Alexandra Resendez 23:15

I, | feel like that's probably the silver lining of all of this. I've been writing a lot more and not
anything like | usually write. I've been writing a lot of like poetry and | think it's because I'm, | see
| feel like I'm only capable of focusing on like the abstract right now. Because | can't really grasp
reality. Yeah, and so like, | think I've been struggling with like, essays and more like structured
forms because because | just like, lose my concentration or my train of thought and with poetry.
It's more like whatever You feel like stream of consciousness I've been playing guitar kind of like
excessively now. And | think it's | think I've been using guitar as like justification to just like
continue *Distorted Audio* fascinate fascinating *Distorted Audio* by the garage.

Nikolas LaMaack 24:27
So are you seeing art as a form of escapism right now then then?

Alexandra Resendez 24:36
*Distorted Audio* Me?
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Nikolas LaMaack 24:40
No, you're freezing.Okay, there we go.

Alexandra Resendez 24:51
| okay, I'm going to switch the Wi Fi network. Okay, that may be that may be the issue.

Nikolas LaMaack 24:58
Awesome.

Alexandra Resendez 25:00
What happened? Sorry. Okay, | think we're back.

Nikolas LaMaack 25:27

Awesome. | see you. um, yeah, take a drink. The next question | have for you, if you didn't hear
me, um, was a how has art | know you talked about writing poetry more and playing guitar? How
do you feel like that's been escapism for you?

Alexandra Resendez 25:47

Um Yeah, just Well, when it comes to guitar, it's like | have to like physically the guitars in my
garage. So | have to, like, physically leave my room. Which is like probably the only thing that
other than like having to eat and use the bathroom. That's like the only thing that's beenforcing
me to leave my room. Yeah, and | remember the first couple of weeks all | was doing was like
sitting outside and reading poetry. Um, | think like, I've kind of use art to like, create like little
protective bubble to not and | don't want to like, ignore what's happening, but every now and
then you do kind of need a break. Yeah, it's giving me it's giving me that.

Nikolas LaMaack 26:48
a switching some topics now. Oh, where have you had to travel to during COVID ?

Alexandra Resendez 26:56

so | flew home. from Chicago to Brownsville, and then we got an email, like, two days after | got
back. saying like, Hey, get your stuff up by Sunday are going to charge you a lot of money. So
my family and I, well, me, my mom, my sister had to drive across the country. And Brownsville is
like the southern tip of Texas. So driving straight across the country during a pandemic.
terrifying. Having to wear gloves and like masks, for like a bathroom break. Yeah, that's
definitely something I'm so upset over the fact that we have to kind of endanger our own health
and the health of others.

Nikolas LaMaack 27:49
How do you think? Yeah, how do you think the college could have handled the dorming life like
moving out situation better what what do you think would have made that better?

Alexandra Resendez 28:00



395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438

| think we just needed like a little bit more time with more. Yeah. Because when we when they
switch, so | flew home and then two days later we got the email. Before | flew home there was
that whole weekend where we were kind of in this weird place of like not knowing what was
going to happen. Weird Limbo situation. And | think in that time, if they had just told us, like
giving us a heads up like we are giving you a whole week, instead of, you know, a few days,
we're giving you a whole week to move out. And it would have been it would have been easier
to | probably would have got like a u haul or, you know, | would have had more of a plan. So
yeah, | think and | understand why it took them a while, you know, they needed I'm sure they
needed their own answers. But | think we needed decision and there's so much time wasted
because of indecision, you know. Also, | just thought your last question you asked me where
I've traveled. | had been home. But last weekend, | went to, cross, | went to Mexico, which is
always kind of not scary. Yeah, there's like a little bit of fear just because we're in patrol agents.
It's like, there's like a different It always depends on like, the individual agent you get.
Sometimes they're friendly. Other times they're on like a power trip. So, and also like in the
context of a pandemic, really, what are they gonna do are they we need to like, follow certain
precautions. But all we have to do is wear like a face mask. And when we got to the border, it
just took our temperature we're able to cross and then same thing we got back it was actually
pretty easy but | was stressing about it all day.

Nikolas LaMaack 30:12
Why did you go to Mexico and how long were you there for?

Alexandra Resendez 30:16

| went to Mexico to get my wisdom teeth extracted because | don't have health insurance. And
yeah, the US health care system is great. It's not. and | was only there for a few hours | went to
my appointment | came back

Nikolas LaMaack 30:33
just from what you like saw there. Do you think precautions are being taken the same in
Mexico?

Alexandra Resendez 30:39
No.

Nikolas LaMaack 30:40
Like how what are the differences between how Mexico where you were is handling it versus
the US?

Alexandra Resendez 30:47

So | mean, | guess | don't know about all Mexico but in my look like Texas operating now
because Texas is open business. Yeah, people, people weren't facemask *Distorted Audio* by,
for example, we had, we got breakfast there, but we didn't get off. We just kind of ordered from
our car and they gave us the food and we ate in our car. So | would say it's the same as what
Texas is doing now. Now that they've like they decided, open the economy or whatever. But

10
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before we were last week, we were in a under a stay at home order. They don't have a stay at
home order. And | think their businesses have been operating throughout the whole time
throughout the whole period.

Nikolas LaMaack 31:51

Um, so tracking back a little bit. How did the announcement that the college would close and
impact your living situation then | know you said you had Go back home but how are those
decisions made?

Alexandra Resendez 32:07

I mean, | don't feel like | had much of a there was much decision making on my part it was kind
of like | had no choice but to go home. Um Yeah, and now all right now I'm in like, I'm still in like
a weird in between place because | still have my stuff that was in my dorm. And then the stuff
that was like already in my bedroom and I'm still having to like figure it out. What to get rid of
and *Distorted Audio*

Nikolas LaMaack 32:38
Yeah, you did. Uh, can you just describe your current living situation then?

Alexandra Resendez 32:43

Yeah, so I'm at my, | guess, | don't know if this is my childhood home. | moved here and | was
like, 17 but with my mom, my stepdad and my step brother. Luckily, | have my own room. | there
was a point in my life | was sharing a bedroom and | could only imagine like, | feel so bad
people love to share their bedrooms because that's so chaotic right now like it's stressful
enough having to be on an online class and then having my step brother offering an online class
for but | can only imagine what that dynamic dynamic would be like in the same room.

Nikolas LaMaack 33:23
How involved were your parents and in the decision of you would like coming home?

Alexandra Resendez 33:29

Well, my mom, so we had all kinds of kitchen. When |, my mom, my dad, my sister, | think my
grandma also pitched in for a plane ticket back. And then when we have to go pick up our stuff,
my mom called off and drove up with my sister. And then afterwards because she traveled out
of state to *Distorted Audio* for two weeks she was working from home, because they didn't
want her to go back into the office after traveling, which is good.

Nikolas LaMaack 34:07
Yeah, uh, how's the pandemic changed your relationship with your parents?

Alexandra Resendez 34:15

So, | mean, | feel a lot closer with my mom, obviously, because | am living with her again and
seeing her a lot more. And, neither of us can really go anywhere. So when we were like in the
living room, watching a movie, when it comes to my dad, | don't live with my dad. And my dad is

11
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in his 50s, and he like doesn't have health insurance. So, like, I'm always worried about his
health. But now more than ever, especially because he has been working this entire time, which
is something that really upsets me that his boss is greedy. And so the fact that | live with him.
I've been seeing him a lot less. Like I, | got back home from Chicago. And you know, like
instinctually you want to see your family and like the people that you love and you miss. But |
couldn't because | was scared of getting him sick and getting other people sick to my
grandparents. | remember like, the day before | flew back | had a dream that | saw my grandpa,
and | hugged him and | woke up crying because it's like, | don't know when I'm going to be
hugging like that. And it's things like you miss, you want to hug the people you love, but now
you're hesitant because you don't want to endanger them in any way. Yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 35:45
Um How do infection prevention restrictions, slash like recommendations in your new location
differ from the stay at home order in Chicago in lllinois?

Yeah. So | wouldn't say a week ago. They probably didn't. They probably weren't very different.
Because we're also under like a shelter in place stay at home order. Essential travel only try to
keep like the passengers in your car at minimum. But now we're at like a really weird. Now |
don't I'm worried about what's going to happen in Texas and other states that are opening up
again. Yeah, so business businesses are supposed to be operating at like, minimum capacity.
But they're no longer like enforcing people were math. Which, | mean, | think it's up to like
*Distorted Audio* some owners are being like, No, you can't come in without a mask. Other
people will. | know gas stations, my Mom went to the gas station the other day and she said,
people were just like, not caring. So | think because our government has told us that it's okay to
go out or under *Distorted Audio* period it was like okay, maybe like, well, things are gonna get
better. Everyone seems to be staying at home. This is gonna pass and then now they reopen.
*Distorted Audio* | don't know.

How long has Texas been open for?

Alexandra Resendez 37:33
Just started on May 1 *Distorted Audio*.

Nikolas LaMaack 37:43
Awesome. | didn't know that. Uh, okay. What are the precautions you take? Even when just

going to the grocery store and has that habit?

Alexandra Resendez 37:51
| haven't.

Nikolas LaMaack 37:51
You haven't gone to the grocery store?

Alexandra Resendez 37:52
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| haven't gone to grocery. I'm terrified to go to grocery store now. | haven't been to a grocery
store since March 18th. Yeah, and I'm terrified for the next time | go like | | don't want to go.

Nikolas LaMaack 38:09
Have you like really left the house that at all?

Alexandra Resendez 38:12

Um, | went for doctor's appointment? Um, no, not really. | | feel like | have left. *Distorted Audio*
My sister went through a drive thru and it was really it's so funny now that like, when | do leave
the house, I'm just like looking out the window like, wow. Even though I've already seen all
these streets. Yeah, but No, | haven't. | haven't gone any stores. And even though they're open
now, | know the mall is open. I'm not interested in going to a shopping mall right now.

Nikolas LaMaack 38:47

Yeah. Um, so | guess this kind of applies to you. Already. What would you tell someone who's
planning to take a trip across country? Um, | know that you were forced to Do it. What would
you tell somebody? What you'd be like, pack this, bring this make sure you don't do this. But
what would your advice be?

Alexandra Resendez 39:10

Well, yeah, if you have to, if you don't have to, don't do it. But if you have to just face masks,
purell, gloves, wear gloves at every gas station. And so washing into wearing gloves and really
mindful of everything you touch, touch something at the gas station or at a convenience store,
and go back into your car, you know, make sure you take your gloves off and yeah, just be
aware of like, what you're touching and how close you are to other people.

Nikolas LaMaack 39:48
Um, and then how has economic inequality and an equity impacted your response to COVID

Alexandra Resendez 39:57
What do you mean by my response?

Nikolas LaMaack 39:59
Um, Have you noticed just like within your own life within other people's of like, not being able to
find masks or yeah and so forth stuff like that?

Nikolas LaMaack 0:00

Then how has economic inequality and equity impacted your response to COVID? What do you
mean by my response? Um, have you noticed just like within your own life within other people's
of like, not being able to find masks or Yeah, so forth stuff like that?

Alexandra Resendez 0:21

Yeah. So when it comes to masks, my mom works with older people. So she her job we're
getting masks through her job. But when it comes to like, income inequality, my sister *Distorted
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Audio* working class community a lot a lot. | don't know. | know a lot of *Distorted Audio* health
insurance. We lack access to medical care. Yeah, | don't want to come to work. | mean, I, | was
already *Distorted Audio* looking for a job and now they're like, there's no way I'm going to get a
job now. And the fact that like, students, college students were like excluded from the stimulus
package like | have no source of income whatsoever. I'm *Distorted Audio* in San Antonio. And
she's been out of a job. She has to like, so if you're like applying to unemployment *Distorted
Audio* and luckily, she lives in apartment but luckily her landlord is generous and did not ask for
rent, in fact, gave her like a laptop because they don't have Wi Fi and yeah So, um, but I'm, |
feel really privileged that I, | still have, we still have food on the table. My mom is still working we
still have income coming in. And even though | was like kicked off campus, | still have a home to
come back to | think I've always been, like aware of these inequities within our country but now
it's just like it's you can't it's like undeniable now. And now for me like | just feel so frustrated
with people aren't leaders that our politicians that like we're not like yeah, there now I'm, there
was a period where | was just like really, really *Distorted Audio* on the lack of compassion in
human life, you know,

Nikolas LaMaack 3:12
I'm, yeah, I'm gonna give you another second to rant or another question to rant about that stuff
and like another second, but first, what are your new sources?

Alexandra Resendez 3:23
Ah, okay. *Distorted Audio*

Nikolas LaMaack 3:27
Yeah.

Alexandra Resendez 3:29

Okay. Um, The Washington Post cnn LA Times. It's really | choose the news app on my phone
for like, whoever. I'm pretty sure I'm following people. Yeah, | follow the bronco Herald, which is
like the, my hometown hometown newspaper, Texas Tribune. NPR. Vice, Vox. | like the
intercept. Yeah, but | suppose it's usually like the news app. | used to go on Twitter for news.
Like, obviously you find your reliable sources on Twitter, but | use Twitter as like a way to find
them. | don't do that anymore. And just because it's, it's a lot like going on Twitter is a lot like I'm
strictly there for the memes now.

Nikolas LaMaack 4:24
I love it. Um, okay, going back to letting you rant for a second. How do you feel the government
has been handling the pandemic?

Alexandra Resendez 4:31

Ah, | think on a federal government lacks, like a, what we need is like a front we need, like a
federal response. And the fact that we don't have that has led to what we have now, which is
like some states are trying to transition back to normal life, whatever that means. Other states
are going No, we're going to continue for quarentining. So now like, Yeah, | don't even know
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what's happening right now. Like with all the protests. I'm talking about liberating people. And |
think what we needed and what we still need. *Distorted Audio* Yeah, and we don't, but we
don't have any *Distorted Audio®.

Nikolas LaMaack 5:37
Yeah. Um, what are your feelings about the people protesting right now?

Alexandra Resendez 5:42

*Distorted Audio* Especially when you look at the demographics of who is being affected by this
virus and the fact that like black and brown can They're disproportionately affected. And then
you look at the people protesting, and it's obviously majority white. | can't make any
assumptions about like, their class standing, but I'm assuming it's like small business owners
that just want their workers to get back to work and keep making them money. So | just | just
think they're selfish. And, so, harmful right now.

Nikolas LaMaack 6:30
What's the biggest change that you would have done that the government hasn't?

Alexandra Resendez 6:36

*Distorted Audio* years ago. Yeah, | mean, | know, in 2015 or 2014, there was already a
discussion about creating like, a federal plan for a response to a pandemic like this. And then
The Trump administration we've seen like a lot of cuts for funding for like, | know like even like
after Hurricane Maria, you think our government would have learned from like those kind of
natural disasters and be like, okay, we need a better response to emergency situations. But
that's not what happened. | guess putting in more money into creating and executing like those
kinds of plans and listening to scientists.

Nikolas LaMaack 7:37
Yeah. This is gonna be a big switch. Um, you talked about it earlier a little bit, but how do you
deal with feelings of depression?

Alexandra Resendez 7:45

Um, | don't have like a go to way of coping. It just kind of depends on what time of day it is and
but usually Usually it's writing, it's just because it just feels more natural to kind of lean on my
writing. Even when | don't like it, you know, just to like, get it all out there on paper, it feels a lot
better. Um, it's really different Now, obviously, because before you know you before COVID |
feel like there's like two different worlds. There's like the world before COVID and the world now.
So in the old world, when you go through depression, and like, isolation, you're like, | just need
to be around people that | love. | need to like be around my friends. | need to have a good
laugh. | need to go to the beach. | need to leave the house. And now it's like you. None of those
things are even options for you. | mean, there's different ways of connecting with people you
love, have the internet you can exchange my friends and | are making like playlists together. So
there's, you know, we're finding our own ways of connecting. I'm sending like, | will | want to
start like sending books to friends, but | need to buy. | need to buy like a post with
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that.*Distorted Audio* Wow, | don't send mail ever. | need to buy stamps and envelopes but like
we're coming up with our ways of staying connected. But it's a lot it's a lot harder. Not being able
to, to just be around people. Yeah. And | feel like | was and it's so it's crazy because like, that
week, like right before then there was like the Bernie rally in Grant Park. And | remember like
looking at like thousands of people and being like, wow, like look at these people. Like look at
The movement *Distorted Audio*, like, beautiful people are coming together, and like
canvassing and talking to strangers and even when you don't agree with them, just the fact that
you get to have that conversation and like, and then disagree and be like, okay, have a good
day, like just those interactions. And then, and it was so exciting to just be a part of that. And
then at all it just like went away and it's like, you can't the people can't come together anymore.
But that's not true. We just we have to find our own ways, | guess. If your way.

Nikolas LaMaack 10:35

Yeah, so there's there's so much negative going on in the world right now. And everybody's
feeling a lot of negative things. But what is something you're most thankful for during the
pandemic?

Alexandra Resendez 10:47

Um, life. My birthday is actually Sunday. Less than a week away and There was like a week
ago, for like, the past few weeks, I've been like thinking about reflecting on my life, like, I'm
turning 20 and I'm like, Oh my god, like, all this was, from 9/11 to now, all that has happened in
my life span. And it hasn't even two decades. And I've lived in like three different worlds
because there was like, pre 9/11 world and then you know, and then now it's like COVID-19 but
I'm just I'm, yeah, just remaining hopeful for change. grateful that | have a home and like all the
things | said all the things that people are. Because right now, | mean, the people most affected
are people that lack a lot of things that | have access to. So | guess I'm just more grateful and
also So, kind of trying to harness like any, like negative feelings, whether it's like anger or
sorrow, just trying to harness that into like, something good. So I've, like I've tried I'm trying to
become more involved, which is difficult, like solely on line. But I've been going to like zoom
meetings to like the sunrise movement and trying to come up with ways to like, get a green new
deal and like fight for like a better future. Because there's so much right now there's so much
that destruction happening. And | can only hope that like that will make way for the creation of
something better.

Nikolas LaMaack 12:54

Um, and then | know you talked about it a second ago about how like you and your friends,
make them playlist, and like you want to send books, which | think is a genius idea. Are there
any more coping skills that you use to deal with anxiety from the virus stuff?

Alexandra Resendez 13:12

Kind of revert back to that return back to that little protective bubble of art, whether it's like
escaping in a book, or in my own writing or in my terrible guitar playing some | don't want to say
like *Distorted Audio® crazy, but it's kind of a crazy situation. Just giving yourself those moments
of listening less to like the outside noise and just doing what you feel is right, you know? Yeah,
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cuz yesterday, |, I've been having panic attack, but | started writing this paper that I'm still
stressing over. And it's stressing me out so much like | thought | was going to throw up. And I'm
like, | can't | need a break. And so just giving yourself just being a lot more kind to yourself a lot
more patient with yourself and giving yourself a break.

Nikolas LaMaack 14:19
Um, and the next one is Who do you talk to you about your concerns?

Alexandra Resendez 14:25
What concerns?

Nikolas LaMaack 14:27
Um, it's one of our core questions Yeah, about your general.

Alexandra Resendez 14:33

I mean, my friends, um, | don't really talk about it with my parents. Just because they don't
agree. And | don't now doesn't feel like the time to fight. Yeah, my friends. Those sunrise
meetings have been really helpful. Just like being able to see The faces of people who like also
want change and being able to like address that openly. Yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 15:13

Okay, we're gonna move on to a little bit of reflection. Um, let me see which ones are there. |
have a lot of reflection ones here. Let me see which ones are the good ones. Let's just start out
by, how are you adapting to the new schedule and New Living style that you're in right now?

Alexandra Resendez 15:34

| did. So. | don't have a routine. And I'm still trying to find one. | feel like | did a good job today. |
woke up at like nine in the morning. And | had time for a nap. So yeah, this whole time I've kind
of been trying to find a schedule and the routines. But that's always disrupted by like my chaotic.
sleep schedule, which is disrupted with like my own depression and anxiety. Some night | stay
awake. And other days | just sleep all day. So, yeah, I'm still I'm still trying to figure it out
honestly.

Nikolas LaMaack 16:17
Um, the next question | have for reflection is how is your outlook on equality changed during the
pandemic?

Alexandra Resendez 16:23
*Distorted Audio* prepared at all. | don't know. *Video Pause* Village The coal plant Oh, am |

still frozen?

Nikolas LaMaack 17:03
We're good now we're good now
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Alexandra Resendez 17:04

... demolitionin little village and *Distorted Audio* all this debris and dust in the air and it took
place *Distorted Audio* while *Distorted Audio* going around decided to pollute the air in this
neighborhood and the city of Chicago approved it. So | think like sometimes you ask yourself
like how deep does their greed run? But it's like the more you ask them, the more they show
you like it's just so | guess if there's just the clear and undeniable lack of compassion to people
And people will put money will choose money over human lives and you see it here in Texas
like the fact that they opened up the economy because they want people to get back to work
even though getting them getting back to work puts them at risk. | don't think it has taught me
anything like anything new. | think it just kind of like reaffirms what | already *Distorted Audio*
kind of, | guess. In some ways | don't. It's firing | feel like for lack of a better word inspiring me to
to act on that anger because | | just don't | can't like | don't feel comfortable with just like living
and not doing anything about it.

Nikolas LaMaack 18:54
Oh, what should Columbia have done differently?

Alexandra Resendez 19:01

Well, going back to your conversation earlier about housing. | think if our administrators just
showed more decision, there was like a lot of there's a like, | want to say like five days, maybe a
whole week of just like, not knowing and Limbo and in a weird place and if they just acted.
*Distorted Audio* Now, you know, when you have time to prepare for that, that would have been
so much better. Like they kicked us out and then sent us like, a list of like procedures and if you
do this wrong, we're going to charge you this much. If you do this wrong, we're going to charge
you like they still were asking for our money during a time where like, our income had been. So
many people's income had gone down and they were so asking for money. That that was also
really upsetting.

Nikolas LaMaack 20:03
Yeah. Uh, what would you like to say to President Kim?

Alexandra Resendez 20:10

Yikes. So what's funny is | was at his house a week, a week before that, that week, the big
week where everything was like shut down. | want to say it was like a week before that | was
like the first Friday of March, | think | went to President can tell for like a, it was a luncheon for
like student leaders. And we had a conversation about like, changing the culture, when it came
to like, shaking hands. And also like, and then he also went on he had this speech about like,
the way we treat each other and treating each other with kindness. He talks about like, how
Obviously, since this outbreak, there's been an increase in like, crime in towards Asian
Americans. And so we talked about like, the way we can way we can, like, resist that. But as we
were talking about, like, we talked about kindness, and | feel like the way Colombia treated or
handled the situation handled their students was kind of opposite of that, you know? Yeah, | feel
like the lack. Like he went on along, which | agree with everything. He said he's talking about
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compassion, but | just wish we could receive more of that. | don't know if | would say that to him.
Maybe anonymously. Yeah.

Nikolas LaMaack 21:59
Oh, And then if you were to look back at this experience in 20 years, what's a piece of advice
you would give yourself?

Alexandra Resendez 22:08

Um, yeah. You're gonna live. if I'm alive in 20 years, | think all of this has made me realize how
kind of arbitrary a lot of roles are. And like even Time, time itself feels like really arbitrary. When
especially when like your schedule is completely messed up and you're waking up at like 6pm
and going to sleep at like 8am. And there's this, especially when you move to a city and you got
to call If you feel like this, you just you move your patients and you feel like you're always in a
rush for something to get somewhere to get something done. But | realized that | realized now
that none of those are like, those aren't real pressures, like the other pressures you put on
yourself. So | guess my advice would be to remember that it's not to not put too much pressure
on hearing.

Nikolas LaMaack 23:36
Um, how do you feel about the future?

Alexandra Resendez 23:40

The big question mark. The future looks like a big question mark. | don't | don't want to sound
like cynical. But | don't always feel like | have a future because because | had plans. | had 2020
plans and then They were interrupted. And now it's like, is this what it's going to be like for the
rest of my life? Like, is this as a generation? Is this going to be our struggle like having our
future be continuously robbed from us? Yeah, so | feel like the future is going to be a lot. Like
we're gonna have a lot to fight for. Because otherwise, we won't have one.

Nikolas LaMaack 24:30

Yeah. And then the last thing, do you have any remarks that you want to add before we end
today? Take a moment Think about it for a second. There's always like one little thing that
you're like, | wish | said this.

Alexandra Resendez 24:45

| don't know. | really don't know. | know. I'm gonna like think of it as an hour from now. | don't
know. Take time to go outside. what the weather is even if it's negative five degrees in Chicago,
sometimes you need that cold air in your face, you know, like you just Yeah, that's it. | really
have nothing.

Nikolas LaMaack 25:09
I love it. Um, thank you Allie. | appreciate it.
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