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Holidays at home can be painful
ColumbiaChronicle.com reminder of years past
» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

» PHOTOGRAPHER/CHRONICLE

From the ground up:

» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS EDITOR
MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL joined President and CEO KwangWu Kim, as well as other college associates, for the Nov. 13
student center groundbreaking ceremony.
The new center’s ceremony at the corner of 8th Street
and South Wabash Avenue included speeches from
Emanuel, Kim, Board of Trustees Chair Bill Wolf, Gensler
Architecture principal and project leader of the center David
Broz, Student Government Association President and senior

business and entrepreneurship major Malik Woolfork, and
freshman design major Hailee Chapetta.
During the ceremony, Emanuel said the new student
center will create a haven for artistic projects and collaborations that will be just as “stunningly beautiful” as the
building’s exterior.
“Here in the South Loop, I believe this type of architecture will create an energy that will go beyond the campus,
student body and community of Columbia,” Emanuel said.
“This will be an inflection point in the South Loop’s energy
and capacity.”

Plans for the center—set to be completed in early
2019, according to a Nov. 10 Columbia News Office
press release, and approved by the Board of Trustees
Oct. 28, 2015—are intended to offer students a multipurpose space to congregate and a focal point for the
college’s expansive campus, as reported Nov. 8, 2015, by
The Chronicle.
During the process of designing the interior, students
were given the opportunity to ask for the features and
elements they wanted during a Nov. 17, 2015, SGA forum,
as reported Nov. 23, 2015, by The Chronicle.

SEE GROUNDBREAKING, PAGE 8

Emanuel, Kim launch student
center construction

editor’s note

Student center started
despite pressing problems
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Now, I’m not saying that the student
center is the worst idea the college has
had—my vote goes to the $700,000
rebranding campaign that’s most memorable changes were a bolder logo, some
colors with punchy names like “Grant
Park green,” and erasing the “live what
you love” slogan. But the student center is
not a plan for right now. It’s a step to take
when the college is in a more stable and
secure place when enrollment isn’t plummeting by the hundreds each year, tuition
isn’t rising by hundreds of dollars, faculty
members aren’t threatening a strike, and
departments aren’t being consolidated
every semester.
Sure, the center may draw some new
students to the college—granted it
actually opens on time rather than being
delayed again. However, students who
can be swayed by a big glass building
with a cafeteria to make as important
and expensive a decision as picking a
college are probably not the students who
are going to stay long enough to put a
dent in Columbia’s depleting funds.
Though Kim and other administrators
have said the money to pay for the $50
million center won’t come from tuition
dollars, students won’t hear that. It
doesn’t matter how much it’s said that the
money isn’t coming from tuition—come
on, it really, really isn’t—because students
hear “$50 million” and then “$500 tuition
increase” and are immediately ready with
their pitchforks.
So maybe instead of using those
millions of dollars for something
some students may want—but definitely don’t need—the money should
be used to fix the problems Columbia
is currently dealing with. Just a suggestion, but maybe figure out how to
stop a part-time faculty union strike
and then build a place to celebrate in.
zeitel@columbiachronicle.com

ust as it was seeming like the longawaited and highly touted student
center would forever be a figment
of our imaginations, progress was finally
made—well, kind of.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, President and
CEO Kwang-Wu Kim, Board of Trustees
Chair Bill Wolf and some other friends
of the college gathered at the center’s
planned site Nov. 13 to break ground and
play with some dirt and exceptionally
shiny shovels.
The groundbreaking spared no
expense with a special heated tent to
keep the chill away from Kim, Emanuel,
community organization leaders, media
and a select few invited students. The
event was not open to the full Columbia
student body—the tent probably wasn’t
big enough—and a Nov. 10 email from
Kim invited students to a Q&A at the
Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.,
Dec. 4 to appease the students who felt
left out of the center that is supposedly
for their benefit.
During the groundbreaking, Kim said
in his four and a half years at the college,
the student center is the “number one”
thing students have asked for, so they
could have their “dream of a place where
students could be together” met. See, as
someone who has been at the college for
three and a half years and is fairly tuned
in to what’s being said and done on campus, that seems a bit off to me.
You would think that the number one
thing that students ask Kim is “Why
is tuition raising so much?” Or maybe,
“Why are all my favorite professors
gone?” Or it could be, “Why is this class
I need to graduate this semester not
offered until next year?”
But no, of course students are more
concerned about having a large meeting
space—sans the obtrusive columns—
where Columbia can host events that
students will definitely attend—unless
the trend of abysmal campus event
attendance continues, as reported April
27 by The Chronicle. Most recently,
no students who were not members of
the Student Government Association
attended an Oct. 31 public SGA meeting
with Kim.
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College budget
announced, shows cuts
» TESSA BRUBAKER & OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTERS

of faculty positions that have occurred
throughout the college.
“The priority has to be on the quality of
teaching and respecting the [adjunct] faculty,” Nesbitt said. “We’ve done the majority
of the teaching for this institution, and
certainly we need to be respected. It’s a
question of respecting the students too,
respecting their process of education and
giving them the best.”
Students services, which includes
admissions, the Career Center, Student
Financial Services and student life offices,
was reduced from $27 million in 2017 to
$25.1 million this year.
Sommers said although decreases in
budget are not necessarily positive, they
are not strictly negative either, which
is forcing the administration to make
sure students do not feel the effects of
budget cuts.
“This is strategically the right approach;
it’s sound, and it puts the institution on a
stronger financial footing than we’ve been
in a long time,” Sommers said.
Tarrer said the administration was
aware of the budget cuts before the
semester and planned accordingly.
“As we were going through the budget
development for this year and speaking
with the provost and deans, they were
aware of the impact, and they were as
cautiously as possible managing this
budget cut effectively,” Tarrer said.

» JOCELYN MORENO/CHRONICLE

» INFORMATION COURTESY COLLEGE WEBSITE

THE COLLEGE’S FISCAL Year 2018 budget,
published Oct. 31, is $187.7 million—
down 7 percent from the $202 million
FY17 budget—driven by the college’s
falling enrollment.
The budget went into effect in September
and was based on revenue projections made
last spring.
Columbia was able to accurately predict
necessary budget reductions last spring
for the first time, according to Senior Vice
President and Provost Stan Wearden,
adding that it is an achievement for the
whole college.
“[Predicting] was a great thing for us
because we were able to establish a budget
in the spring that ended up being the actual
budget we used in the fall,” Wearden said.
Wearden explained the reason for the
budget decrease is mainly the decline in
student enrollment.
Vice President of Business Affairs and
CFO Jerry Tarrer said from FY17 to FY18,
student enrollment declined from 8,225 to
7,309 students.

“It’s entirely attributable to the enrollment decline,” Wearden said. “When we
get less revenue because we have lower
enrollment, we have less money to pay the
bills, so we have to reduce our expense budget accordingly.”
Despite cuts to other budget areas, funds
for Academic Administration increased
from $11 million in 2017 to $15.7 million
in 2018.
Tarrer said a large portion of the
increase comes from the transfer of college recruiters from Student Services to
Academic Administration, such as the
Global Education Office and the School of
Graduate Studies.
Auxiliary Enterprises and Centers, which
funds organizations like ShopColumbia
and the Museum of Contemporary
Photography, was cut from $4.3 million
in 2017 to $3.5 million for 2018.
Ronda Payne, director of Student Spaces
and Retail Strategies for the Department of
Exhibition and Performance Spaces, said
cuts in the fall budget led to ShopColumbia
losing one staff position. The shop’s fewer
staff members meant fewer hours, including closing for evenings during the weekday,

and closed on Saturdays. This has hindered
its overall revenue, she noted.
Associate Dean of Student Life Kari
Sommers said ShopColumbia initially
opened in 2008 with only one employee.
After it moved from 623 S. Wabash Ave. to
619 S. Wabash Ave. in 2016, a new employee
was added, but with the recent cut, it is
back to the way it was initially, she added.
“[The cuts have] affected our ability to
partner with [other] departments,” Payne
said. “We’re part of the Department of
Exhibitions [and Performance Spaces],
and in the past, we’ve been able to share
marketing resources, placing advertisements together and also sharing staffing
resources. Because they’ve experienced
budget cuts, there’s less resources for us
to share.”
Funding for instructional departments,
which supports faculty and staff costs,
dropped from $65.8 million in 2017 to $59
million for 2018.
Tarrer said the student enrollment drop
caused less demand for instructors because
fewer course sections are needed.
The college recently offered a buyout of
employees to reduce expenses and workforce because of the school’s financial status, as reported March 6 by The Chronicle.
Prexy Nesbitt, adjunct professor in the
Humanities, History and Social Sciences
Department, said he thinks the department cuts have also contributed to the loss

chronicle@colum.edu
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PRESIDENT AND CEO Kwang-Wu
Kim addressed students’ frustrations about the construction of the
student center, students’ access to
resources on campus and a variety
of changes made to class offerings
at a Nov. 14 Student Government
Association-hosted forum.
“Let’s Chat with Dr. Kim” was
held at the Hokin Gallery in the 623
S. Wabash Ave. Building. Kim was
also joined by his cabinet members,
including Senior Vice President
and Provost Stan Wearden, Vice
President of Business Affairs
and CFO Jerry Tarrer, and Vice
President of Student Affairs
Sharon Wilson-Taylor.
Kim told students during the
event his primary focus is to
strengthen the quality of the
college’s business and curricular

operations and communicate its
quality to the rest of the world.
“There’s a real [communication] gap in terms of what actually
happens at this school,” Kim said.
“That has a lot to do with the fact
that we have not been particularly
effective, historically, in telling our
own story.”
But some students still were
not satisfied. Megan McGowan,
a senior cinema and television
arts major, asked Kim during the
assembly why money is being allocated to an estimated $50 million
student center when classes are
being cancelled and open lab hours
have decreased.
Student resources such as free
printing have become limited, and
multiple classes in the English and
Creative Writing Department
are now being offered on an every
other semester basis due to lower
enrollment and budget cuts, as

FREAKY FRESH!
FREAKY FAST!

department and directly communicate with them regularly, according to SGA President and senior
business and entrepreneurship
major Malik Woolfork.
McGowan said she was frustrated about classes being cut
and the limited resources but
thought the discussion with
Kim was beneficial.
“Students didn’t feel there
was a way to communicate
to the higher level staff,”
McGowan said. “This was a
great way to begin bridging
that gap.”
mwalsh@columbiachronicle.com

» MOLLY WALSH
CAMPUS REPORTER

center should be open 24/7 or run
on extended hours.
Students responded with uncertainty about how to express their
concerns to the administration.
Suggestions for better communication included Kim sending out
more collegewide emails, students
attending SGA meetings, and taking better advantage of office hours
with administration.
SGA is planning to host town hall
meetings with department chairs
and deans after Thanksgiving
break to help students become
more familiar with leaders in their

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

Kim ‘chats’ with
concerned students

reported Oct. 23 and Nov. 13 by
The Chronicle.
Kim said most of the funding
for the student center is coming
from the sale of the University
Center dormitory instead of tuition revenue.
The University Center was
sold July 20 for $201 million,
which was split among Columbia,
DePaul University and Roosevelt
University, as reported Sept. 12 by
The Chronicle.
“Not to diminish the importance of figuring out if we need to
address classes going away that
are essential or access to studio
time, but what’s not possible for the
college to not think about would be
to take a permanent asset and not
reinvest it into something that is
permanent,” Kim said.
Before holding a conversation
about the minimized student
resources, Kim said the college
needs to hear concerns from not
only students, but also faculty
regarding how many hours facilities need to be open to maximize
student effectiveness. He posed the
question of whether the student

President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim talked with students about their frustrations
regarding the student center, resources being cut and changes to classes.
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» TESSA BRUBAKER
CAMPUS REPORTER
SEVERAL STUDENT FILMMAKERS

» COURTESY TRENT LEGGS

came together to show the horrors of baby farming in their new
psychological thriller.
“The Baby Farmer” focuses
on a woman trying to find a baby
farmer: someone from the 19th

century who would take in children for a fee but would often
pocket the money and kill them
instead of caring for them. One
character is based on an actual
serial killer from that time named
Amelia Dyer, who is believed to
have murdered more than 400
children when she was alive, said
Jaime Herrera, the film’s director

and junior cinema and television
arts major.
Herrera worked on the short film
for his “Directing II” course, and
although the assignment was to
shoot a scene on location, Herrera
said he knew he wanted to create
a short film. “The Baby Farmer”
runs about 18 minutes and is available to watch on YouTube.
“I’m not going to spend time
making something I’m not happy
with, and I’m not going to be happy
with a five–seven-page-long little
script. I want to make a movie,”
Herrera said. “‘The Baby Farmer’
is what came from all of that.”

Jaime Herrera, junior cinema and television arts major, directed “The Baby Farmer” with a budget of only $2,000 and
filmed it over one weekend.

The film was shot over the weekend of Oct. 13 in Hebron, Illinois.
The 60-mile commute made it
challenging to transport actors,
crew members and film equipment
for an entire day, Herrera said.
Junior cinema and television
arts major and cinematographer
Luis Treviño said he encountered
problems renting equipment from
the department because only certain film classes are allowed to
do that. He ended up using what
little equipment he owned and borrowed the rest from friends, but
the additional obstacles, Treviño
said, made him prouder of the
finished product.
“[I’m proud of] what we were
able to do with the team and the
restrictions that we had,” Treviño
said. “We knocked it out of the park
when it comes to the lighting and
camera work.”
Other challenges included finding a 1950s automobile to rent for a
scene and handling a horse-drawn
carriage, said Patrick Jennings,
junior cinema and television
arts major and the film’s first
assistant director.

Jennings said previous film
experiences helped the three of
them prepare in order to create
“The Baby Farmer.”
Jennings said he is disappointed
that Columbia is not screening
“Directing II” films and only
holding premieres for films from
“Directing III” classes.
“They deserve it; we don’t feel as
supported by our school to put it
simply,” Herrera said. “I’m proud of
our sets, and I don’t think they’re
appreciated or acknowledged.”
Herrera said he and his crew
worked extremely hard to create
sets that are a comfortable environment for everyone involved,
adding that he hopes the audience
will see how hard the ensemble
worked when people go watch
“The Baby Farmer.”
“Not only am I proud of the
work we produce, but the sets
themselves, they’re very safe
[and] supportive,” Jennings
said. “I truly do love our crew
and everyone wants to be there,
everyone respects one another
in every way and I wish there
was more of that, I really do.”
tbrubaker@columbiachronicle.com

Student film depicts
dark side of ‘farming’

Are you shy?
• Are you overly concerned that you may do or say something
that might embarrass or humiliate yourself in front of others?
• Do you fear that you will act or look anxious in social situations?
• Do you avoid social situations?
If you are between 18 and 64 years of age and feel that these problems
interfere with your goals or to enjoy life fully, you may be eligible for a study at
the Center for Anxiety and Traumatic Stress Disorders at Rush University
Medical Center.
Participation in the study is completely voluntary. If you qualify, you will

SUBJECT TO LYFT’S TERMS OF SERVICE. TERMS APPLY.

receive a medical evaluation, study-related medication and transportation at
no cost.
For more information, call (312) 563-6687.

GET $5 OFF YOUR FIRST THREE RIDES CCCHRONICLE

www.rush.edu
Rush is a not-for-profit health care, education and research enterprise comprising
Rush University Medical Center, Rush University, Rush Oak Park Hospital and Rush Health.
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You know you know an
, so
them for the

Moderator Vanessa Sheridan asked artists questions about their work in the Museum of Contemporary
Photography’s exhibition “Disruptive Perspectives” and vulnerabiltiy in the LGBTQ community.

Artists discuss LGBTQ vulnerability,
‘Disruptive Perspectives’
VULNERABILITY AND VISIBILITY among the
LGBTQ community is the theme of an
exhibition now open to the public at the
Museum of Contemporary Photography.
During the Nov. 15 “Vulnerability and
the LGBTQ Community,” panel, artists
discussed issues affecting the group and
their artwork in “Disruptive Perspectives”
at MoCP, 600 S. Michigan Ave.
The panel was moderated by Vanessa
Sheridan, director of Transgender Relations
and Community Engagement at Center on
Halsted—a community center for LGBTQ
people living in Lakeview. The panel
included Jess T. Dugan, Lorenzo Triburgo
and Vanessa Fabbre.
Dugan, photographer for the “To Survive
on this Shore” display in the exhibition and
2014 Columbia photography alumna, said
she and her partner Fabbre started the project in 2013. The display centers on transgender and gender-nonconforming individuals
aged 50 and older nationwide, she said.
“One of the themes that has emerged
is this struggle to live as your authentic
self, often against societal pressure or
expectations from other people, and what’s
been really amazing for me is that link
provides an entrance point for everyone,”
Dugan said.
Fabbre, assistant professor and affiliate
faculty member in Women, Gender and

Sexuality Studies at the Brown School at
Washington University in St. Louis, said she
became intrigued by the topic after noticing
a lack of recognition for LGBTQ elders while
she was operating a health and wellness
center for older adults at Rush University
Medical Center.
This influenced her to go to graduate
school, focus on transgender perspectives and on aging, which played a role in
the project.
Dugan and Fabbre’s work is on display at
Center on Halsted as well until Nov. 28, as
reported Oct. 23 by The Chronicle.
Triburgo, a photographer and artist for
the “Policing Gender” display, said the
project came about after he observed issues
of mass incarceration in the U.S. and the
criminalization of queer youth.
Triburgo said he got in contact with 35
LGBTQ identifying prisoners in Oregon
and started writing to them monthly.
Eventually, his project developed into a
collection of prisoners’ audio interviews
without photographs of the subjects.
His decision to not photograph the prisoners was due to the danger of being an
LGBTQ member in prison, which ties to the
panel discussion of vulnerability, he added.
Dugan said after almost every shoot,
she and Fabbre would discuss concepts of
visibility as a trans person. Along with the
photographs, “To Survive on this Shore”
includes the names, ages and locations of
the subjects, Dugan added.

We invite faculty nominations from students
and from Columbia College Chicago peers.
To nominate a faculty member, send an
email to ETA@colum.edu an include the
following information:

•Your nameand status (student or faculty)
•The nominee's name and department
•Briefly explain: How has this faculty
member made a difference in your educational experience or significantly
contributed to student learning at
Columbia

SEE VULNERABILITY, PAGE 8

» OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTER
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Student Government Association President and senior business and entrepreneurship major Malik Woolfork spoke about
student participation in the design of the student center at the Nov. 13 ceremony.

the University Center and other
college properties.
Columbia sold the University
Center student housing building
July 20 and received $74 million in
revenue after paying debt on the
building, which was then divided
between its partners in the sale,
Roosevelt University and DePaul
University. Columbia’s proceeds from
the sale were never made public, as
reported Sept. 12 by The Chronicle.
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“Over the past 18 months, the
trustees have undertaken a deliberate and strategic realignment of
the college’s real estate portfolio to
allow the student center to become
a reality in a fiscally prudent and
responsible manner,” Wolf said.
Kim said during the ceremony
that he is grateful the Board of
Trustees decided to approve plans
for the center during an uncertain
time for the college and that he was

thrilled the center’s construction was underway.
“[The ceremony] was really
important for me because the
simple act of picking up a shovel-full of dirt made me feel like
we’re really going to do this,”
Kim said. “We’ve been doing all
of this planning work for about
a year and a half and that’s been
really exciting, but after a while
it starts to feel like this idea.”

“The power is in some ways people
willing to be seen and [to] show the
various aspects of who they are,
as factually complex as we could
make it,” Dugan said.
Lauren Galt, a freshman audio
arts and acoustics major, said she
attended the panel for her “Writing
and Rhetoric I” class but is happy
she decided to be present.
“It’s something that I don’t have
a lot of personal experience with,
but it’s an issue that is definitely
pressing, especially in today’s
society, and it’s really important
to get that knowledge for personal
reflection as well as changing the
social aspects of it,” Galt said.
Dugan said she thinks the
exhibit was titled “Disruptive
Perspectives” to challenge
social norms.
“The exhibition has a rigor
to it that goes beyond one identity,” Dugan said. “It is disrupting mainstream assumptions
and status quo and wanting to
draw attention to issues that
are very significant.”
odeloin@columbiachronicle.com

In a Nov. 14 interview with
The Chronicle, Kim said aspects
of the student center that came
directly from student input
include a dining area, an event
space that is free of obstructive
columns, a fitness center and a
meditation room that can be used
by students of multiple faiths
and practices.
“We were able to keep all of the
things that students really seem
to feel were the most essential,”
Kim said.
The Career Center, currently
located in the 618 S. Michigan
Ave. Building, will also be moved
into the new center upon completion, Kim added.
Wolf said during the ceremony
that never in the college’s 127-year
history has there been a location
where the college’s students,
staff and faculty have been able
to congregate. Wolf reiterated
that funding for the estimated
$50 million center will not be
raised from tuition or endowment
funds but instead from the sale of

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

ccarynski@columbiachronicle.com
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The Columbia Chronicle
is now hiring for Spring 2018
Positions
available for:
Copy Editors
Advertising &
Marketing Sales
Graphic Designers
Opinions Editor
Photo Editors
Webmaster
Campus Reporters

JOIN
OUR
TEAM

Metro Reporters
Arts & Culture Reporters
Multimedia Reporters
Freelancers
(per assignment)

Must have:

-Strong time management, communication, organization skills
-Ability to work in team environment
-Interest in producing a news publication

Contact:

33 E. Congress Parkway
Suite 224
312.369.8999
employment@columbiachronicle.com
Apply now at ColumbiaChronicle.com > More > Employment
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weisman.colum.edu

Career Center
618 S. Michigan, First Floor
Thursday, Oct. 26 — 4pm
Tuesday, Oct. 31 — 3pm
Wednesday, Nov. 8 — 10am
Thursday, Nov. 9 — 5pm
Friday, Nov. 10 — Noon
Monday, Nov. 13 — 10am
Wednesday, Nov. 15 — 1pm
Monday, Nov. 27 — 3pm
Tuesday, Nov. 28 — 5pm
Wednesday, Nov. 29 — 10am
Thursday, Nov. 30 — Noon

weisman.colum.edu
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Review: Niall Horan provides safe space for fans » page 15
» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

» PHOTOS MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

‘Live from Chicago,
it’s Saturday Night!’

A SMALL GROUP of eager museum visitors
stand in a dimly lit lobby with their faces
upturned, the room full of anticipation
as they stare at a screen on which actors
such as Tracy Morgan, Dana Carvey and
Alec Baldwin narrate stills and clips from
comedy sketches throughout the years.
The video describes these actors’ experiences on “Saturday Night Live,” and when
it finishes, the screen goes dark and a pair
of elevator doors slide open, welcoming
the attendees to “Saturday Night Live:
The Experience.”
Housed at the Museum of Broadcast
Communications, 360 N. State St., through
the end of December 2018, “Saturday Night
Live: The Experience” is a traveling exhibition that documents a typical production
week on the show. Chicago is the second
stop on the exhibition’s tour, which began
in New York City in June 2015.
The exhibition is home to original costume and set pieces from throughout the
show’s run, including items as old as John
Belushi’s bee costume from the 1976 “Killer
Bees” sketch and as recent as the podium
and Easter Bunny costume Melissa
McCarthy used to portray former White
House Press Secretary Sean Spicer.
Visitors can walk through an “SNL” production week, beginning on Monday, when
cast members meet that week’s host, to
Saturday night—after scripts have been
written and rewritten, sets have been constructed and painted, and costumes have
been put together.
“You really get a better understanding
of how they put [it] all together in under a
week,” said Toni Kruger, an administrative
assistant from Loves Park, Illinois, who

attended the exhibition with her family.
“It’s amazing they do that much work and
it comes out live every week.”
The shared interest between Kruger,
53, and her two children, 19 and 24, is
indicative of exactly what makes the exhibition’s nontraditional setup so accessible. According to Justin Kulovsek, vice
president of Innovation at the Museum of
Broadcast Communications, visitors like
the Krugers show how the exhibition offers
something for viewers of all ages.
“The Monday-through-Saturday setup
really makes the exhibit generational,”
Kulovsek said. “A grandparent, a parent
and a grandkid could all come together
and walk through, and it’s not, ‘Oh, this is
a ‘70s gallery; I don’t care.’”
Sean Cusick, an adjunct professor in the
Cinema and Television Arts Department
who teaches in the advanced sketch writing program, said he appreciates how the
layout of the museum brings attention to
the behind-the-scenes work that goes into
a show like “SNL.”
“Comedy is hard,” he said. “People don’t
realize how much work has to go into, first
of all, producing a live television show,
[and] secondly, producing comedy.”
Shows like “SNL” are making the
relentless 24-hour news cycle more palatable for their viewers, Cusick said.
That makes those shows exciting
and attractive career options to his
students, he added.
“Saturday Night Live: The
Experience” makes the behind-thescenes work and history of the show
as palatable as the show itself makes
the news, Kulovsek said.
“[I hope] people walk away from here
saying, ‘I not only learned a little, but I
had a lot of fun,’” he said.
mmanier@columbiachronicle.com

arts culture

Costumes used throughout the genrations of “SNL” sketches are part of the exhibit at the Museum of
Broadcast Communications, 360 N. State St., titled “Saturday Night Live: The Experience.”

Among the many artifacts the exhibit displays, an episode lineup hangs in a room of the exhibit
to show what a typical rundown looks like on the set of “SNL.”
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Wednesday, Nov. 22
WATERPARKS
House of Blues Chicago
329 N. Dearborn St.
4:30 p.m.
$18

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
MANAGING EDITOR

‘Cards Against Humanity’ is
saving America from Trump

I

t’s 2017, and the government is being
run by a toilet. We have no choice:
Cards Against Humanity is going to
save America.”
This quote can be seen on the card game
company’s website introducing its newest
scheme. If you’re a republican who voted for
Trump, chances are you’re not too happy
with Cards Against Humanity’s decision
to buy land on the U.S.-Mexico border in
an effort to stop President Donald Trump’s
plan to build a wall, especially if you’re also
a fan of the sarcastic and often risqué-humored company.
As part of the Chicago-based company’s
holiday promotion, announced Nov. 14,
CAH offered the public the opportunity
to pay the company $15 in exchange for
six surprise gifts throughout December.
According to its website, the first gift
set includes an illustrated map of the
purchased land and a certificate of the
company’s promise to fight the wall, among
other items.
According to a Nov. 15 Chicago Tribune
article, 150,000 donors signed up within
nine hours to be a part of the now sold-out
campaign, raising $2.25 million to fight
Trump’s wall.
“Donald Trump is a preposterous golem
who is afraid of Mexicans,” the company
wrote on its website. “He is so afraid that
he wants to build a twenty-billion dollar
wall that everyone knows will accomplish
nothing. So we’ve purchased a plot of
vacant land on the border and retained a
law firm specializing in eminent domain to
make it as time-consuming and expensive
as possible for the wall to get built.”
While this idea is great and is well-intentioned, it’s questionable how well it will
work. Still, it’s doubtful the president will
be able to make this wall more than just
a figment of his imagination, especially
considering that he has already built up a
record of unkept promises.
According to an April 29 ThinkProgress
article, Trump broke 80 of his 663 promises within the first 100 days of his presidency. One of those was that Mexico would
pay for the wall, but the country maintains

it will never pay for it. Trump later said
that the U.S. will instead pay and seek
reimbursement for the estimated $21.5
billion bill, which Trump also originally
said would cost $12 billion, according to a
Sept. 19 BBC News article.
We know Trump is not the best
at living up to expectations, but will
CAH be able to keep its end of the deal?
Fortunately, its philanthropic history
proves this is possible.
The company’s 2015 science-themed
project raised more than $800,000 in
scholarship money for women seeking
undergraduate degrees in science,
technology, engineering and math,
$150,000 of which went to University of
Pennsylvania student Sona Dadhania.
That same year, the company’s holiday
promotion—which was supposed to be its
last—included sending people socks with
a yearlong membership to WBEZ, which
it said was “One tiny step toward keeping
Americans from getting even dumber in
a time when public funding for education,
arts, and culture is at a historic low.” It
also gave employees in its China printing
factory a week of paid vacation.
When Congress voted in March
to allow internet service providers
to share users’ online data, CAH
creator Max Temkin said he intended
to purchase and publish the browser
history of all congressmen if the
measure passed. In response to questions about continuing their holiday
promotions, the company said, “We’re
liars, just like the president.”
It doesn’t seem that CAH is against
humanity at all, only Trump.
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Friday, Nov. 24

JOEY MOLLAND

G HERBO

City Winery Chicago
1200 W. Randolph St.
8 p.m.
$39

The Portage Theater
4050 N. Milwaukee Ave.
6:30 p.m.
$74.99–$135

Tuesday, Nov. 21

aportalatin@columbiachronicle.com

“

Monday, Nov. 20

Friday, Nov. 24

LIAM GALLAGHER

THE VERVE PIPE

Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$39.25

City Winery Chicago
1200 W. Randolph St.
7:30 p.m.
$28–$40

FROM THE FRONT ROW

Natalie Chami of the band Good
Willsmith performed at the 25th
anniversary celebration of the Empty
Bottle, 1035 N. Western Ave. Nov. 15,
presented by Red Bull Sound Select.

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE
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Program reminds kids reading is cool

kvilliesse@columbiachronicle.com

L

This seminar will feature a panel of industry
professionals from Thread International, Brentano, and
Repreve who will present on their industry’s approach
to sustainable materials and lead a discussion of
innovation opportunities and business challenges in the
space. In addition to the panel discussion, there will be
a company showcase with a networking period and
refreshments provided.
Anyone who wants to learn more about “eco
solutions” ranging from recycling to materials
procurement and repurposing is invited to participate.
This seminar is free and open to the public.

EL

// November 28, 6-9 PM //
// 1104 S. Wabash St, room 813 //

» COURTESY KIRK SHEPHERD

networking + seminar + refreshments

» CO U R T E S Y

ECO

FABRIC
SEMINAR

schools will be offered the
same opportunity.
“We are serving children in
underserved communities,”
“It gets the students motivated Tapp said. “What they face
to read books, especially from the are more obstacles and what
authors they’ve been working on,” they lack are resources. Our
Silva said. “It helps build their job is to remove the obstacles
comprehension and interest in and provide the resources. We
reading in general.”
set the bar very high for our
Tapp said she is hoping to children because we know
expand Cool Classics!, so other they are brilliant.”
PU

from the Fashion Studies department

Teaching children to appreciate the arts,
Cool Classics! was one of 12 after-school
programs given the 2017 National Arts
and Humanities Youth Program Award.

EN

The children also go on field
trips to museums, galleries,
restaurants and other art events,
Tapp said. The first field trip is a
visit to the local library.
Laura Jenkins, a children’s
librarian at the Chicago Public
Library’s Uptown Branch, has
worked with the program
since it launched.
“Children are curious about everything
about the world,”
Jenkins said. “They
are learning and
they want to learn.
Performing and visual
arts, to them, are the
same as any other kind of
expression of human inquiry.”
The program is designed for
first- through third-grade classes
and is a part of Lakeview’s Horace
Greeley Elementary School’s
reading with the arts program,
according to Liliana Silva, bilingual coordinator and resource
coordinator at Greeley.

STE
V

AS A PROUD parent of two Chicago
Public School graduates and as a
respected journalist, Mara Tapp
knows literary arts are crucial to
children’s education. While substitute teaching at CPS schools,
Tapp noticed a lack of art in classrooms, which led her to take matters into her own hands.
“I started bringing in the books
I had and started reading them to
the children,” Tapp said. “I discovered that they loved it. I ran into a
funder of the Kellogg Foundation,
who asked me about CPS and
asked me to create a program.”
Motivated to teach literary arts
and why they are important, Tapp
created Cool Classics! in 2006, an
after school program that allows
children to develop critical thinking skills and be creative.
“Many schools have lost art; our
public schools have lost anything
to do with the arts, and we are in a

country that does not always value
the arts,” Tapp said. “We know
from many studies that learning
the arts helps children to learn
and to think and to be successful.”
Eighty percent of U.S. schools’
funding has been cut since 2008,
with art and music first on the
chopping block, according to an
April 2014 U.S. News article.
Cool Classics! is one of 12
after-school programs honored
with the 2017 National Arts
and Humanities Youth Program
Award on Nov. 9.
“[I was] delighted and surprised,”
Tapp said. “Working with the
National Arts and Humanities
Youth Program Awards staff has
been so wonderful.”
Each year, a classic book is chosen that will be the core of the Cool
Classics! curriculum. Children in
the 25-session after school program create crafts, dance, listen
to music and, at the end of the year,
put on a theatrical show based on
the book.

RC

» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

YouYear
Join the Biggest Event of the Year!

Save the Date
Bld 1104 1st Floor : Nov 30th 6:30pm
Visual Arts
Comedians
Rappers
Dancers
Bands
And More!
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YOU ARE INVITED!

NETWORKING
FOR NONNETWORKERS
MIXER

Mix and mingle with current
students and prominent Columbia
Alumni over warm appetizers,
holiday cookies, and specialty
mocktails. Learn the art of
networking, hear from experts,
practice speed networking and
general industry networking
strategies. Live DJ all night.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5th
5:30-7:30 pm
LOCATION:
THE ARC AT OLD COLONY, LIBRARY 2ND
FLOOR
37 W VAN BUREN ST.

Co- sponsored by Career Center, Student Organizations and Leadership Residence Life and
Development and Alumni Relations.
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Niall Horan has places to be, songs to sing

N

Ideally located at the heart of
historic Printer’s Row sits Hotel
Blake, a boutique Chicago Hotel.
Whether you visit Chicago for business
or pleasure, Hotel Blake offers upscale
Chicago Accommodations along with
impeccable service.

good Horan sounded. Young girls
danced in the aisles and giggled as
the security guards scooted out of
their way and everyone sang along
to the powerful ballad “Mirrors,”
about a girl craving comfort.
In this day and age, it’s a bit of a
miracle for young women to find
a safe space that allows them to
let go of their inhibitions, but this
was that place, for one night, in a
theater on the outskirts of Chicago.
It was as if when the lights
went down, everyone’s worries were left out in the cold.
Though Horan has been performing for years, the weight
of thousands of young people’s
emotions packed into one
room, directed at you, must
be overwhelming. But Horan
took it in stride, and when he
was done, the attendees ran
out of the venue, some tipsy
or carrying bags of merchandise, but into the cold and real
world they went.
bpawlingstennett@columbiachronicle.com

» PHOTOS MCKAYLA BRAID/CHRONICL E

Horan’s modest 21-date tour
has a set list of fewer than 15
songs, including a cover of One
Direction’s “Fool’s Gold”—that is,
admittedly, better than the original—and he flawlessly played
guitar in nearly all of them. At one
point, Horan was alone on stage,
with a light shining behind him
as though he was ready to forgive
us all for our sins.
Though Horan was not accompanied by his former bandmates,
the crowd still screamed at a
frightening level with utter abandon as if it were a One Direction
concert at Soldier Field. Some
brought red paper-mâché hearts to
Niall Horan played Rosemont Theater, 5400 N. River Road, Nov. 15 to promote his debut album as a soloist.
tape to the flashlights on their cellphones for the ballads, resulting in
» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
Horan made sure to remind the would sure please many fans to dancing heart-shaped shadows on
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR
audience that Rosemont Theater read—but he wasn’t. And to be the walls.
Fans’ love for Horan was evident
was the first Chicagoland venue fair, it seems as though becomiall Horan doesn’t want the boyband ever played back in ing his own entity outside of One every moment. When he asked
anyone to forget his roots. 2012. Then, in front of the crowd of Direction isn’t Horan’s goal. He them to quiet down during the title
The 24-year-old paid about 4,400, he did a few Irish jigs didn’t go on stage dragging his track from his album, Flicker, and
homage to both his former One and later tied the Irish flag to his nicely booted feet, but he didn’t switch off their cellphones, they
Direction days and his Irish her- microphone stand, just in case we command the stage either. It was did so with barely any hesitation
itage during his Nov. 15 perfor- forgot where he came from.
only during the more upbeat songs and an unparalleled reverence.
mance at Rosemont Theater, 5400
It would be nice to say Horan that Horan let loose and uprooted
The audiences vulnerability
N. River Road.
was born to be a soloist—and it his feet from in front of the mic.
stole the show, no matter how

When making reservations,
mention the Columbia College
Friends and Family rate for
special discounts and offers.
To Reserve Call: 312.986.1234
Or Visit: www.hotelblake.com
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CHECK
» PHOTOS ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

IF YOU COULD DRESS AS ANY
CELEBRITY, WHO WOULD IT BE?

Mary Kathryn O’Donnell
senior fashion studies major

“Blake Lively. She can wear anything
and pull it off. She’s just effortless. I
wish I could look like that everyday.”

Mila Edwards
freshman cinema and
television arts major
“Zendaya Coleman. Her style is
perfect. She has a whole bunch of
different styles.”

Brennan Brown
freshman audio arts
and acoustics major
“Young Thug, absolutely. He’s
the best-dressed rapper today.”

1/31/18

LISTEN ON
ITUNES, SPOTIFY
AND BANDCAMP
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• 3–4 cups semisweet chocolate chips
• 2 packages Oreo cookies
• 1 family-size package original Keebler Fudge Stripes cookies
• 7.5 ounce bag of candy corn

Directions:

1. Line a cookie sheet with aluminum foil.
2. Melt chocolate in microwave in 20-second cycles, stirring between each one.
3. Coat Oreos in melted chocolate, lay out on foil and set in fridge
until hardened.
4. Cut off 1/8 of every Keebler FudgeStripes cookie and 1/4 of
every chocolate-covered Oreo, keeping the larger pieces.
5. Using a knife, spread melted chocolate on the chocolate-covered cookies’ cut end and attach the Keebler FudgeStripes to the
Oreos to create the turkey’s feathers.
6. Using the melted chocolate, attach a piece of candy corn upside
down on the Oreo’s center to create the turkey’s head.
7. Place the cookie sheet back in the refrigerator until the chocolate
hardens and every piece is solidly attached.

mwalsh@columbiachronicle.com
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» MOLLY WALSH
CAMPUS REPORTER
Everyone at your Thanksgiving celebration will be thankful when they
have these simple and fun cookies on their plates.
Bring these turkey-shaped cookies to Friendsgiving and everyone
there is sure to “gobble, gobble” them up. If you need something tasty
to add to the dining room table, these tiny turkeys make the perfect
place setting. Not only are they a fix for your sweet tooth, but they can
be made in a snap. Take them to your family’s Thanksgiving celebration and show your uncle what art school is really about: edible crafts.

» JO
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STORY BY SAVANNAH EADENS
DESIGN BY SAMANTHA CONRAD

A

fter a lifetime of criticism and
pressure, 18-year-old Sophie*
is still trying to drown out the
voices in her head telling her
she may not be worthwhile.
“What am I doing? How do people think
of me? Should I be doing better?” she constantly thinks to herself.
These thoughts developed from the most
influential and formative relationship a
child can have: one with their parents.
While in high school, Sophie, now a freshman music major, said she was pressured
by her mother to be thin. At one point, she
lost 60 pounds.
“I was really underweight and [my mom]
would tell me I looked better and to keep
going,” Sophie remembers. “It was
a constant, every-day thing. She
would always ask me how much
I weighed and tell me that I
needed to work out.”
But it didn’t stop there.
Sophie’s parents pressured her to wear makeup
and said she would hate
herself if she didn’t
change her appearance.
They also pushed her to do
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well in school and compared her academically
to her friends.
Sophie’s dilemma—how to pursue a relationship with parents who she said have
been hurtful to her, but who are also financially supportive—is one shared by many
college students.
Victims of emotional abuse, as Sophie
considers herself to be, often first become
aware that something is amiss when they’re
away from home for the first time.
“I have made a lot of progress figuring
myself out,” Sophie said. “I don’t like to be
home for more than a day or two because
[painful feelings] always come back and
there is no way to avoid it. Going home
should be something that doesn’t give
me anxiety.”
Emotional abuse occurs when an individual’s basic needs and beliefs are not
respected, leaving them feeling undervalued and unloved, said Amy Bailey, a clinical psychotherapist at Urban Balance, a
Chicago-based counseling service. When
away at college, students can realize that
their childhood experiences were destructive and may feel distraught about going to
their parents’ home—a place where they
don’t feel safe anymore, she added.
The holidays can be an especially overwhelming and vulnerable time for families.
“We all have this Norman Rockwell
ideal that we are going to go home, carve
a beautiful turkey together, and it will be
nirvana,” Bailey said, referring to the 1950s’
picturesque American family.
The reality is that trauma resulting from
emotional abuse doesn’t just cause a child’s
resentment but can evolve into depression,
anxiety or feelings of alienation and sadness, Bailey explained.
Though she would prefer not to go
home for Thanksgiving, Sophie thinks
her parents would feel betrayed if she
decided to stay on campus.
“I am their family and their only
child, and believe it or not, they do
like spending time with me,” she said.
Bailey tells her student patients
who feel like they must go home that
they should have a plan to exit the situation, such as calling a friend and having a ride to leave their parents’ house.
Using a similar strategy, Nancy
Burgoyne, a clinical psychologist at

A HOL
DILEM

When going home
means entering
The Family Institute at Northwestern
University, tells her patients to imagine
themselves as anthropologists studying a
different culture, and to put themselves in
the role of stepping back and observing their
family interactions. By becoming non-reactive observers, young people can distance
themselves from conflict and deprecation.
“What we don’t want to say to young
adults is that there is no way to be at home
and be OK,” Burgyone said. “Entering that
situation in a planned, thoughtful way with
a strategy to take care of yourself can leave
the young adult empowered.”
Francesca*, a freshman cinema and television arts and interactive arts and media
double major, said distance and time away
from her mother at college has made her
aware of her mother’s manipulative actions.
When Francesca was a child, she said she
often overreacted or cried, and when that
happened, her mother would threaten to
tell her friends and humiliate her.
“I am no longer in the fight or flight
response,” Francesca said. “[Emotional
trauma] is something that a lot of people
don’t understand because this is college and
you are supposed to be able to advocate for
yourself and grow as a person, but that is
not going to happen overnight.”
Francesca now finds it challenging to confront other people, including her roommates.
“There was a point [with my roommates]
where I felt like I was inconveniencing
everyone by being there. I feel like I need to
make up for my presence there,” she said.
“It is hard because you can’t tell someone,
‘Hey, I can’t communicate well because my
parents didn’t raise me [correctly].’”
When young adults are immersed in new
environments, they are provided feedback
about themselves that is incompatible
with what they received during childhood,
Burgoyne said. As students distance

e for Thanksgiving
a world of pain.
themselves from a home life filled with
pain, they are granted various perspectives
they’ve never encountered.
“The transition to college can be anywhere from devastating to liberating,”
Burgoyne said. “Typically, the relationship
with family members can be complex, and
often there is love. Realizing [the relationship has] been abusive puts the young adult
in a tremendously difficult position [about]
how to relate to their own distress and how
to relate to their family going forward.”
Bailey said depending on where the student is in the process of healing, returninghome can be a reminder of anger and pain,
something they do not want to experience
once again.
“The process can be triggering,” she
added. “When you’ve been on your own,
you are an adult, then you come home and
your parents are trying to ask ‘Where are
you going and when are you coming home?’”
Many parents financially support their
children while in college, which makes it
especially difficult for students who are in
hurtful family situations to break ties with
their parents.
Students who are at expensive colleges
and universities are often not in a position
to sever relationships if they want their parents to continue to pay tuition bills, said
Marla Brassard, a psychology and education
professor at Teacher’s College Columbia
University in New York, who specializes
in studying psychological maltreatment of
children by parents and teachers.
“If you don’t come home, [your parents
might] feel like you are making a statement
that you dislike or hate them and they’re
not going to pay for your school anymore,”
Brassard said.
Francesca said her mother uses financial leverage as a parenting tactic and has
threatened to cut her off.

to love and care about them, Brassard said.
“My parents were my role models and so
whatever they said, I believed wholeheartedly, and I didn’t doubt it at all,” Sophie said.
Sophie now writes in a journal and shows
herself compassion as a coping mechanism
and recommends other victims of emotional
abuse do the same. When the maltreatment
derives from their parents—someone they
respect—children believe what they are told
about themselves.
“But every person owes it to themselves to
do something good for themselves,” Sophie
said. “If that means letting go of baggage or
forgiving the people who wronged you, you
even if they don’t understand, sometimes
that is just what you have to do.”
Many parents do not realize the extent of
their actions, Burgoyne noted. Even if the
emotional abuse is unintentional, it still
causes a rift in the familial relationship.
It’s crucial for students to grieve the relationship they missed with their parents in
order to either improve it or remove themselves from the environment in which they
do not feel safe or valued, Bailey said.
There is a profound shift when a young
adult steps back, sees their parents as people

with their own flaws and looks at the family dynamic with love and compassion,
Burgoyne said.
Sophie said it is not possible to end the
relationship with her parents because she
is an only child, so she wants to forgive her
parents for unintentionally emotionally
abusing her.
The criticism she endured in her teens
has died down since she left home, and
Sophie believes the relationship with
her parents will continue to change.
“You can only blame your parents so long for your own life, so that
is why I started doing things for
myself,” she said. “There are things
that I can learn from my parents, and
I feel with time, they will see me as
more of an equal instead of someone
that they have to keep perfecting.”
seadens@columbiachronicle.com
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“I am going to go home [for Thanksgiving],
and I am extremely nervous about it,”
Francesca said. “I tried to tell them it wasn’t
worth it for a four-day weekend.”
After coming up with several excuses
not to go home for the holiday, Francesca
said it is ultimately her parents’ decision
because they are footing her tuition bill and
the airfare home to Massachusetts.
Sophie is in a similar position because
her parents are paying for the first two
years of college. But after sophomore year,
Sophie said she plans to take out loans to
support herself.
“I hate being dependent on them because
when you’re dependent on someone, that
gives them power to [hold] that over your
head,” Sophie said.
There is a power imbalance between a
parent and child that goes beyond financial
support in college. Children are dependent
on their parents for nearly everything when
they are still growing up and living at home.
It is difficult for young adults to understand that the same parents who nurtured
them may have also hurt them.
There is evidence that even children who
were harshly treated still want their parents

*These students consented to have
their full names published; however, The
Chronicle made the editorial decision to
refer to them only by their first names to
protect their privacy and families.
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What is up with the band’s obsession
with singer and songwriter Kesha?
She just has a lot of hits. She is so good.
One of my favorite songs is “Only Wanna
Dance With You.” I would definitely
» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
Consisting of frontman Knight, guitar- the band, its new album and the members’ [tour] with her, or at least do a show. In
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
ist Geoff Wingington and drummer Otto love of Kesha.
the beginning, it was a half-joke. People
Wood, the band has released three EPs
didn’t know if I was serious or not when
fter listening to Sum 41 on the radio and one 2016 studio album, Double Dare. THE CHRONICLE: What was the I said, “Yeah, when we play a show with
when he was a child, Awsten Knight The trio is currently promoting its second creative process for Entertainment? her, we can be done.” Obviously, now we
was drawn to playing music. He met album, Entertainment, which is scheduled AWSTEN KNIGHT: There wasn’t really can’t, but I would still like to play a show
two other musicians, and the three realized to release Jan. 26, 2018.
a different process from [Double Dare]. The with her. It is still on the bucket list.
they knew each other from a birthday party
The Houston-based band will play at the songs don’t have co-writers or anything. They
at a waterpark when they were young. Years House of Blues, 329 N. Dearborn St., Nov. were just written in my room. We used the Who influences the band’s music?
later, they formed Waterparks in 2011.
22. The Chronicle talked to Knight about same people as last time, Courtney Ballard It is less musical stylings and more attiand Benji Madden, to work on the album tudes of people. In pop, you can be more
because it was such an easy and good thing unapologetic about your hooks being catchy.
last time. I trust what they are doing, and But with rappers or hip-hop, you just don’t
they trust what I am doing. A lot of bands give a s--t. Having that kind of mentality is
talk about it being difficult to write or record, what opens up a lot of the writing of what
but it wasn’t like that. It was written during we can and can’t do. There are no co-writes
touring and then demoed whenever we had on our album, but at the same time, I want
a week off in between. When we finally had a it to sound like all the best writers wrote it.
month off, we just did it and put it out. There
was already a stylistic groove between album What is the best part about touring?
one and what we currently had.
The shows and meeting people. I don’t
particularly love it, as far as being gone
What inspired you to play music? all the time. I enjoy playing shows and
I had this dork friend that said, “Yo, we getting to meet the people instead of
should start a band.” Eventually, I got a just seeing names online on Twitter.
starter pack guitar. I didn’t do anything It is nice to know that people are real.
with that friend, but I started playing and
learning [music] that I liked and stuff my
dad wanted me to learn. He would bring Visit ColumbiaChronicle.com for the
Waterparks will be playing its first album Double Dare at the House of Blues, 329 N. Dearborn St., Nov.
22. The band is also promoting its second album, Entertainment, set to release Jan. 26.
home music and stuff from work.
full Q&A

audiofile

Waterparks: Not just slides

» COURTESY JAWN ROCHA

kvilliesse@columbiachronicle.com
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NOW PLAYING Turkey Tunes

Tunes to listen to when you are stuffed with your favorite Thanksgiving foods
» LAUREN CARLTON

» MICHA THURSTON

COPY CHIEF

“Strawberry Bubblegum”

Justin Timberlake

“Cake By The Ocean”

DNCE

“Peacock”
“Candy Store”
“Mrs. Potato Head”

Katy Perry
Heathers: The Musical
Melanie Martinez

» OLIVIA DELOIAN

“Come Together”
“Wish You Were Here”
“Blessings”
“Family Affair”

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

“Kill the Turkey”

“Thnks fr th Mmrs”

“Gravy Boat”
“Quirky Turkey”

John Roberts
Megan Mullally
Bob’s Burgers

“Puke”

“You Got Beefsquatched”

Loren Bouchard

“Eat Again”

“Birthday Cake”

The Beatles

“Home to Mama”

Mary J. Blige
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“Too Much Food ”

Eugene Mirman

Led Zeppelin

Chance the Rapper

“Eat it”

“Milkin’ the Cow”

Fall Out Boy
“Weird Al” Yankovic
Jason Mraz
Eminem
Minamina Goodsong

» JAY BERGHUIS

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Pink Floyd

» PATRICK CASEY

SENIOR MARKETING CONSULTANT

» SAMANTHA CONRAD

CAMPUS REPORTER
“Thank You”

Listen to all the tracks at http://open.spotify.com/user/thecolumbiachronicle

COPY EDITOR
Rihanna
Justin Bieber

“Turkey Lurkey Time”
“Eat Us”

Promises, Promises
Addams Family Values

“Migraine”

twenty one pilots

“Jive Turkey”

Ohio Players

“Cousins”

Vampire Weekend

“Wild Turkey”

Lacy J. Dalton

“The Best Day”

Atmosphere

“Thank You”

Dido

arts & culture

PIZZA....FOOTLONG SUBS.....SALADS

THIN CRUST 3.99 EA.

• cheese
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom,
green pepper, onion

PAN CRUST 4.49 EA.

• cheese
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom,
green pepper, onion

• cheese

STUFFED CRUST 4.99 EA.

• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• Italian sausage & pepperoni
• meaty: bacon ground beef,
Italian sausage, pepperoni,
roast beef

• spinach, mushroom, & onion
• spinach, mushroom
• art’s special: Italian sausage,
mushroom, green pepper,
onion

312-877-5335

727 S. State Street • Chicago, IL 60605
www.ARTOFPIZZAONSTATE.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11 AM!

Orders Taken As Early As 9:30 am• Last Order Taken 30 Minutes Before Closing
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our staff’s
top 5 picks:
Album Review:
‘reputation’ by
Taylor Swift
» LAUREN CARLTON
COPY CHIEF

A

lcarlton@columbiachronicle.com

fter transitioning from country
to pop in 2014, followed by a
three-year break from the public eye and releasing new music, Taylor
Swift dropped her sixth studio album,
reputation, Nov. 10.
This was the longest break Swift
has taken between albums, but the
quality of reputation shows the wait
was well-warranted. The album’s first
half explores Swift’s darker, angstier
side while most of the second half has
a lighter, more gentle tone and tells her
story of finally finding real love.
Despite the album continuing to explore the pop genre, each track is unique
with its own melodies, synth beats and
lyrics. Slower tracks like “Don’t Blame
Me” and “So It Goes...” share Swift’s
sexy side with her sultry vocals and
lyrics like, “you know I’m not a bad girl,
but I do bad things with you.”
On the other hand, songs like “I Did
Something Bad” reveal Swift’s edgy
side and showcase raspy vocals. She
gracefully switches gears to an alternative-pop style with the track “Getaway
Car.” Swift brings back sexy lyrics like
“only bought this dress so you could
take it off,” with a light-hearted, pure
pop piece titled “Dress.” Another
notable track is “End Game,” which
features rapper Future and singer/
songwriter Ed Sheeran. All three artists rap thier own verses on the track
and bring their own unique style.
The overall theme of Swift’s reputation, good or bad, echoes throughout the album, and since every track
is distinct from one another, it will
never get old.

‘STRANGER THINGS
2’ MOMENTS

SPORTS
MIRACLES

BOOKS I LOVED IN
MY CHILDHOOD

» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO EDITOR

» BLAISE MESA
METRO REPORTER

» SAVANNAH EADENS
METRO REPORTER

Steve and Dustin’s bromance:

Leicester City Miracle:

Every fan was shocked by Steve’s transformation from typical jock into a caring,
motherly figure in Season 2. Out of all
the relationships Steve forms with the
kids, his and Dustin’s is the cutest, filled
with hair and girl advice. Remember: four
puffs of the Farrah Fawcett spray.

Facing 5,000-1 odds, you were probably
two times more likely to find Elvis Presley alive in 2016 than see Leicester City
win the English soccer championship.
With no draft and not enough money for
good players, Leicester City completed
one of the most unlikely championship
runs of all time.

“Anne of Green Gables” by L.M.
Montgomery:

Bob Newby, Superhero:
When the lab started to turn violent because of the demo-dogs and there seemed
to be no way to safety, a hero was needed.
Bob, who has warmed hearts with his dad
jokes and quirkiness, shocks everyone
with his BASIC computer program skills
and willingness to sacrifice his life to
save Hopper, Joyce, Will and Mike.
Eleven comes back to Hawkins:

Miracle on Ice:
The Soviet Union hockey team was on its
way to another gold medal in 1980. But
it came up against the U.S. hockey team,
composed mostly of college players, who
were able to pull off a third-period comeback to get a gold medal for Team USA.
Miracle at Coogan’s Bluff:

When all hope is lost and there’s no
way the cast can defeat the demo-dog
invasion and get Will back without her,
Eleven comes back in the most dramatic
way: decked out like an ‘80s glam rock
star in a leather jacket with slicked-back
hair and smudged eyeliner.

After trailing the Los Angeles Dodgers
by a wide margin, the San Francisco
Giants won 37 of its last 44 games to
force a three-game playoff series in 1951.
Down to the last few outs of the season,
Giants outfielder Bobby Thomson hit
a game-winning three-run home run,
sending the Giants to the World Series.

Billy and Steve fight:

Music City Miracle:

Billy shows up unexpectedly to crush a
plate over Steve’s head and then to deliver
a beating to his face. My heart dropped
when Max, Billy’s stepsister, stabbed him
in the neck with a sedative to halt the fight.

With only 16 seconds left, the Buffalo
Bills kicked the go-ahead field goal in the
2000 AFC Wildcard Game. Then Tennessee Titans tight end Frank Wycheck
threw the ball backward across the field
to Kevin Dyson, who returned it for the
game-winning touchdown.

Hawkins Middle School Snow Ball:
This is the scene that every fan needed
at the season’s closing. After saving the
town again, the kids get a special night
when they can be normal middle schoolers. After this, I am shipping Max and
Lucas as well as Eleven and Mike more
than I could previously imagine.
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Miracle at the Meadowlands:
With the credits rolling, the 1978 New
York Giants were one play away from victory. However, the final running play was
fumbled and returned for a Philadelphia
Eagles touchdown and win.

This book will always be my absolute
favorite, no matter how old I am. I was addicted to reading the adventures of Anne
Shirley, a spirited and creative 11-yearold orphan. My life was complete when I
realized L.M. Montgomery wrote seven
more books in this series.
“A Series of Unfortunate Events” by
Lemony Snicket:
Apparently, I am fond of books about orphans because this series left me on edge
and unbelievably sad as I followed the
three Baudelaire orphans through their
tribulations. Lemony Snicket is such a
genius that, by the end of the series, I still
did not understand where Violet, Klaus
and Sunny’s parents were.
“Where the Sidewalk Ends” by Shel
Silverstein:
Shel Silverstein is a classic author I still
enjoy and recommend to everyone. I
was lucky enough to have a grandmother
who bought me his quirky books. The
poems are hilarious and the illustrations
are outrageous. Also, Silverstein was a
native Chicagoan.
“Little Women” by Louisa May Alcott:
I watched the Winona Ryder movie adaptation before reading the classic novel,
but “Little Women” is a wonderful tribute
to the trials of sisterhood and friendship,
as well as love and loss.
“Junie B. Jones” by Barbara Park:
I enjoyed reading the comical wittiness
and ridiculousness of “Junie B. Jones”
when I was in first grade. It was a pleasant break from the sadness of orphans.

arts & culture

SCALE

MUSIC

VIDEO

VIRAL

RANDOM

‘MURDER ON THE
ORIENT EXPRESS’

THE FLU

FIRE ALARMS

» AMELIA DETWILER
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

» ALEX SWAN
COPY EDITOR

» KEVIN TIONGSON
SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

» MICHA THURSTON
SENIOR MARKETING CONSULTANT

Staying true to its magical sound, Empire
of the Sun’s latest EP, On Our Way Home,
released Nov. 9, is so infectiously upbeat
that it’s the perfect song to listen to while
on your way home from a long day at work.
Mixing different electronic experimentation, it manages to create three different
versions of one song. Every track has a
distinct mood, which makes the album
feel more like a collection of songs than a
single album.

“Murder on the Orient Express,” adapted
from Agatha Christie’s 1934 novel and
released Nov. 10, will not even interest
those unfamiliar with the book. Despite
some risk-taking—including a shot in
which the audiences view a crime scene
as Detective Hercule Poirot might,
detached and taking in the whole picture
from a convenient height—the film suffers
from excessive exposition, dull performances and misses its train.

If there’s one thing that’s viral going
around right now, it’s the Flu, or
Influenza, if you want to get fancy. It’s not
fun, it’s certainly not welcome, but when
it arrives, there’s nothing you can do but
suffer through it and hopefully find some
medicine that fights it faster than your
body can. It doesn’t care that you have a
job interview, or that you’re really busy
with schoolwork. Maybe I should’ve gotten my flu shot.

I’m 19 years old, and the first time I practiced a fire drill was when I was 5. At this
point in my life, I think I know what to
do if there’s a fire. Go outside, cross the
street and try not to burn to death. It’s
a fairly simple concept. So why has my
dorm building had an excessive number
of fire drills this past month? Fire safety
is necessary, but let’s pretend the building
is burning down at any time other than 3
a.m., please.

MUSIC

VIDEO

VIRAL

RANDOM

EMPIRE OF
THE SUN’S ‘ON OUR
WAY HOME’

WALK THE
MOON’S ‘KAMIKAZE’
» ZOË HAWORTH
ART DIRECTOR

Off its latest album, What If Nothing,
released Nov. 9, “Kamikaze” stays true
to WALK THE MOON’s alt-techno vibe.
The chorus is definitely an ear worm that
I’ve found myself humming while walking
down the street, but the overall sound
lacks uniqueness. While its previous
singles have a distinct sound to them,
“Kamikaze” sounds like it could be sung
by a number of current bands. I’m going to
add it to my music rotation, but it isn’t an
instant classic.

‘SHARK TANK’
SEASON 9,
EPISODE 11

‘HANNITY’ VIEWERS
DESTROYING KEURIGS

SCOOTERS ON
CAMPUS

» JAY BERGHUIS
COPY EDITOR

» MONICA WESTLAKE
PHOTO EDITOR

» NOAH KELLY
INTERIM AD & BUSINESS MANAGER

“Shark Tank’s” Nov. 12 episode was a
perfect example of why it’s one of the two
shows I watch weekly. The product I was
convinced would be perfect for two sharks
didn’t get a deal, while Mark Cuban sealed
a ridiculous offer for a product I thought
was doomed. Those surprising moments
make an otherwise-predictable show
consistently interesting. I deduct one point
because the woman whose toy encouraged
girls to code didn’t get a deal, even though
she had a patent.

After Keurig pulled its ads from Fox
News’ “Hannity” in response to Sean
Hannity telling his viewers not to rush
judgment on U.S. Sen. Roy Moore in
regards to allegations of sexual assault
against him, some viewers responded
by posting videos of them destroying
their Keurig coffee machines. They are
destroying something they already paid
for, and they’re probably just going to go
buy another coffee machine that costs just
as much. Give me a break.

There’s nothing cooler than flying from
class to class on your hot Razor scooter.
Let’s be honest, if you really want to show
the ladies or dudes who the coolest kid on
the block is, get yourself a set of wheels
and handle bars. You can even get it in
several different colors, making it the
ultimate and most colorful commuting
method. You’ll be the envy of everyone in
the South Loop while they all look like
jokers walking. Forget skateboards; scooters are the way to go.
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FEATURED PHOTO

The Glen Sorgatz Phenix Trio performed for patrons inside the Grand Timber Haus at the annual Christkindlmarket Chicago on its opening day,
Nov. 17, at Daley Plaza, 50 W. Washington St.

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS

$1 American Beer

$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!

Weds 11/22 - Bloodshot Records DJ Scott
Fri 11/24 - Morrissey & The Smiths DJ Tony
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FAFSA AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1
EARLY, EASY, AND ACCURATE
HERE'S EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
COMPLETING YOUR FAFSA

Submit your 2018-19 FAFSA
as early as October 1, 2017

You’ll use 2016 income and
tax information, imported
directly from the IRS when you
complete the FAFSA online

SNAP A PIC OF THE BOX BELOW SO YOU
HAVE THE INFO AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!

APPLY FOR 2018-19 FINANCIAL AID
GO TO FAFSA.GOV TO COMPLETE YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN
YOU’LL BE ABLE TO SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA® EARLIER.

YOU’LL USE 2016 INCOME AND TAX INFORMATION.

You can file your 2018-19 FAFSA as early as
October 1, 2017.

Remember: On the 2018-19 FAFSA, you—and
your parent(s), as appropriate—will use alreadyfiled 2016 income and tax information, rather
than your 2017 income and tax information.

The earlier you fill out the FAFSA, the earlier
you’ll have an indication of how much your
family is expected to contribute, which will help
with budgeting for the upcoming school year.

That's good news because you won’t have to wait
until you file your 2017 taxes—and, because you’ll
already have done your taxes when you fill out
your FAFSA, you may be able to automatically
import your tax information using the IRS Data
Retrieval tool.
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Students need to join together for on-campus change

M

embers of the Columbia
community have formed a
coalition to voice frustration
with the administration’s actions and
bring about change at the college.
The college’s part-time faculty union
and some students have created a group
named OurColumbia to protest rising
tuition, cuts to student resources and
continual departmental changes, as
reported Nov. 6 by The Chronicle.
At the coalition’s Nov. 10 meeting,
members plotted a strategy for
voicing grievances that could
include staging a walk-out and
picket protest later this semester.
For the students who invest thousands
of dollars for a meaningful education
and for faculty who have been dedicated

to Columbia for years, fighting to
have a say in the college’s direction
is vital. However, students cannot
hope for Columbia to change if they
sit on the sidelines complaining.
Students see the dwindling number of
courses offered when they register each
semester, the packed rooms as class sizes
increase and the swelling tuition rates
they will be burdened with for years. Many
feel powerless because they fail to see the
influence they can exert through collective
action. Still others seem unaware or
indifferent to the changes around them,
or they see them as isolated instances
rather than systemic and pervasive.
While the administration is to blame
for these conditions, most students are
guilty of acquiescence. Students should

» PATRICK CASEY/CHRONICLE

Mass shootings: Thoughts, prayers
and bulletproof backpacks

I

n lieu of legislative action, children are
offered armor.
A private school in Miami has begun
offering bulletproof backpack panels to its
students. The school has never experienced
a shooting, but as an added level of safety,
Florida Christian School has given parents
the option to purchase the panels for
students from pre-school to high school.
The bulletproof panels the school is
offering are not out of the ordinary. As
mass shootings continue to increase, an
entire industry dedicated to bulletproof

products is burgeoning. In August 2013,
University of Maryland Eastern Shore
announced classrooms would be equipped
with lightweight bulletproof whiteboards
that can be used as shields during a
shooting. Companies like Impact Armor
Technologies sell ballistic clipboards.
Some have criticized Florida Christian
School for selling the panels, claiming
the decision is an act of normalizing
the deadly mass shootings that have
become an almost weekly event.
These panels are not normalization. They
are a sign the public has accepted the nation
is at a standstill in preventing mass shootings.
For mass shootings’ perpetrators, it has
almost become a competition to orchestrate
the largest display of devastation as shootings
become deadlier. After the June 12, 2016,
shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando,
Florida, took 49 lives, it was hard to imagine
a higher death toll—until Stephen Paddock
claimed 58 lives during the Oct. 1 shooting in
Las Vegas, a little over a year later.
As death counts continue to rise,
Congress remains in a gridlock. On Nov. 8,
state Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-California,
reintroduced a bill that would ban assault
weapons, ammunition magazines that
hold more than ten rounds of ammunition

not let these actions go unchallenged. The
Chronicle attends many college meetings
and forums open to students and can attest
that student attendance is abysmal.
OurColumbia cannot succeed in making
the administration more responsive to
student and faculty needs without students
playing an active role in the organization.
For a walk-out to be effective, it must
include students as well as adjuncts, who
otherwise will be viewed as putting their
own interests above those they teach.
If students protest in significant numbers,
it will be clear that they are stakeholders
in the college’s decision-making and
want their voices to be heard. The school
is far more likely to be responsive to
the people whose tuition pays their
salaries than to a part-time workforce.
EDITORIAL

and bump stocks, which allow semiautomatic rifles to fire at faster rates.
Considering prior pushback against gun
control, the bill’s fate is grim. Since the
Las Vegas shooting, multiple measures
have been proposed to enact stricter
gun legislation, and none have passed.
When the government does nothing to
prevent tragedy, it becomes easier to accept
the unacceptable. This was evident after
the Nov. 5 church shooting in Sutherland
Springs, Texas, which took 26 lives.
At a press conference the day of
the shooting, Wilson County Sheriff
Joe Tackitt said, “Media, don’t blow
it out there that it should have never
happened, because it does happen.”
Some have criticized his comments as
normalizing mass shootings and implying
they are a natural occurrence. When
mass shootings become a mainstay in
America, the death, grief and helplessness
that follow feel disturbingly standard.
It has become customary for people to
desperately attempt to adapt to the looming
threat of a mass shooting by selling bulletproof
products to parents and children.
Maybe seeing groups of children resort to
turning their school supplies into shields will
be a tipping point for the U.S. to reevaluate
how to respond to mass shootings. If not,
the country has abandoned logic in favor of
enduring a pattern of trauma.

EDITORIAL
For the campus community to join
together, the student body must realize
the deficiencies in their education are
not simply isolated inconveniences in
certain departments but part of a campuswide problem that needs the power of
numbers to make a substantial change.
Students are well-situated to spark
this push for progress. With social media
at their disposal, students can become
disrupters and informers invested
in the community much more easily
than previous generations of Columbia
students. Facebook pages created for
each graduating class can become
campus strongholds to organize.
Instead of tolerating the devaluing
of their education, students should
lift their heads, raise their voices
and demand a better Columbia.
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
I am a part-time employee here at
Columbia. I am a survivor of childhood
incest. Watching the Harvey Weinstein
story unfold was difficult. But now the
graphic, 24/7 media coverage of Roy
Moore having sexually abused teenage
girls has thrown me in a state of deep
anger and mind-numbing depression. I
have post-traumatic stress disorder, and
this is what it means to have it “triggered.”
Let’s consider how many in the Columbia College Chicago community may
be impacted. Could it be 5 percent, 10
percent, 20 percent or even more? The
upcoming holidays can be very difficult for
survivors of abuse. This additional, serious trigger could make things much worse.
I am asking Columbia’s administration,
and particularly Counseling Services
and Title IX, to respond immediately by
reaching out to those among us who are
survivors. Sessions with therapy animals
may be the best approach. Offer sessions
every day in as many places around the
campus as you can. Make it known that
these events specifically are meant to support sexual abuse survivors of all genders.
Ask survivors what else they need. We are
very tired of being invisible.
CJ Jenkins, EAL Coordinator /
Writing Tutor, The Learning Studio

Editorial Board Members
Brooke Pawling Stennett Digital Managing Editor
Tyra Bosnic Opinions Editor
Jonathon Sadowski Arts & Culture Editor
Molly Walsh Campus Reporter
Blaise Mesa Metro Reporter
Jay Berghuis Copy Editor

Jocelyn Moreno Graphic Designer
Mackenzie Crosson Photo Editor
Eric Eldridge Webmaster
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR

Celebrity culture is not built
for strong fan connections

E

we only see the bare minimum of what
they want us to see. Their lives are on the
other side of a door we have no access to
other than the occasional peek, and that
will never change. Celebrity culture has no
place for that kind of connection and every
person deserves privacy.
In the case of Åhr, no one can know for
sure whether his posts were a cry for help.
Although this is devastating for his fans,
it is beyond disrespectful for people to sit
around and discuss his mental well-being
without really knowing him. He is no
different than anyone else you might have
encountered on the internet, admired
from afar, only to find out they have died. It
stings, but we move on. His impact on the
music world was important, but his impact
on the people who really knew him inside
and out is much greater.
Being a fan does not give anyone a free
pass to dissect a celebrity’s life, no matter
how much they share with the world. We
don’t know who was helping Åhr in his
darkest moments. All we really know
now is that his manager posted to his
private Twitter saying he had been
expecting this kind of call for a year,
according to a Nov. 16 Billboard article.
There is no one to blame at this point.
We know little about Åhr and his tragic
death. It should stay that way. We only
know of his struggles, his passion for
music and the short, impressionable
social media footprint he has left.
There is nothing more harrowing than
for Åhr’s fans to have lost him after
such a short time with his music. But
his legacy should be just that—his
music and its impact.

bpawlingstennett@columbiachronicle.com

mo rapper and fashion star Gustav
Åhr—who went by Lil Peep professionally—released his debut album
Come Over When You’re Sober Pt. 1 Aug.
15, and now, a few short months later, he
is dead.
According to a Nov. 16 Guardian article,
Åhr died of a suspected overdose. Hours
before his Tucson, Arizona, show in a now
deleted Instagram video, Åhr reportedly
told the camera he had taken six Xanax
and was “not sick.”
At only 21, Åhr had a bright future
ahead of him and has been dubbed the
hero of emo music. But there was also pain
lingering underneath his tattoo-covered
exterior. Åhr detailed his struggle with
drug abuse and mental health in other
Instagram posts that are painful to read.
One post said, “When I die, you’ll love me.”
His music contained themes of suicide as
well; the song “omfg” has the lyrics: “Used
to wanna kill myself/Came up, still wanna
kill myself.”
Although Åhr had more than 1.3 million
followers on the platform, his fans are
pointing out that it’s as if he was shouting
into the void. Some are pinning blame on
the people surrounding Åhr, asking inevitable questions about who was helping
him in his darkest moments. Åhr’s death
is an unfortunate loss to the world and
music community, but it has also caused
a necessary discussion of how much we
really know about the celebrities we love.
It’s easy in the accessible world that
social media creates to assume that when
you are a fan of a celebrity, you know them
better than anyone else. There is now an
entire industry dedicated to branding big
companies, sports teams and actors on
social media to make them more personable and relatable.
It makes it all the more confusing when
basic instinct tells us to reach out and help
the ones we love when they’re obviously
hurting. But the truth is we know nothing about these people and their privacy
or—most importantly—the state of their
mental health. We can analyze their lyrics
or their social media posts, but in reality,
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829 S WABASH AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60605

(312) 939–0112

STARTING AT

$959
PER MONTHLY
INSTALLMENT

Text us to schedule a
tour today!
Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom apartments • All utilities included (Wi-Fi, cable, heat, A/C, electricity) • Free laundry

SIGN A 9 OR 12 MONTH LICENSE AGREEMENT AND
RECEIVE 1 MONTH FREE
DISCOUNTED SERVICE FEE NOW ONLY $100!
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Two Chicago aldermen want to fine pedestrians for using cell phones in crosswalks » Page 36

Former Chief Official White House Photographer Pete Souza’s new book shows an insider’s perspective
on his eight years spent with former President Barack Obama.
» MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

Senate. This early relationship allowed
him to capture Obama’s responses to
national and international events, such
ENVISION ONE OF Chicago’s most prominent
as the 2012 Sandy Hook shooting, and
political figures body-surfing on vacation lighter moments, such as playing in the
in Hawaii; blocking his aide in a basket- snow on the White House lawn with his
ball game; singing along to Earth, Wind & daughters Sasha and Malia.
Fire with his wife; sipping a martini on the
“It was a refreshing image because you’ve
Truman Balcony; or coaching his daughter’s never seen it before,” said Yao Xen, a U of C
basketball game like it is the NBA Finals.
sophomore, who has yet to declare a major but
Barack Obama’s eight years as president is focusing on public policy and global studies.
come to life in the new book “Obama: An
The audience—comprised mainly of stuIntimate Portrait,” a collection of photo- dents—smiled, laughed and cried while they
graphs by the former Chief Official White looked back on Obama’s two-term presiHouse Photographer Pete Souza. As part dency through Souza’s lens.
of his book tour, Souza spoke Nov. 15 at the
“[The talk] was very focused on telling
International House at the University of a narrative of the Obama administration,”
Chicago, 1414 E. 59th St.
Xen said. “You can tell [Souza] was very
Souza’s book, released Nov. 7, collects dedicated to genuine storytelling.”
about 300 presidential and personal
Chahat Kapila, a political science sophophotographs carefully selected by Souza more at U of C and intern for the Institute of
from 1.9 million photos taken during Politics Speaker Series, introduced Souza
Obama’s presidency.
and told The Chronicle she has been fol“They still made time to have fun,” Souza lowing Souza’s Instagram account for some
said regarding the Obama family.
time, but his presentation helped her better
Souza, who told the crowd he “wanted understand the former president.
to create the best photographic archive of
The reference to Instagram highlighted
a president,” had nearly unlimited access the increased attention Souza has received
to Obama, whom he first met in early 2005 because of his subtle critiques of the Trump
when Obama began serving in the U.S. administration on his account.

» MACKENZIE CROSSON

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

Obama’s ‘Intimate
Portrait’ comes home

PHOTO EDITOR

When Trump makes headlines for a
political misstep, Souza displays a photo
that suggests Obama handled a comparable
situation more appropriately. For example,
Souza displayed a photograph of Obama
speaking closely and what appeared as
somewhat sternly with Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
“This is how you should talk to the
Russians,” Souza said, which received
applause from the crowd.

Kapila said the little, but significant
moments that were captured by Souza
displaying Obama’s interactions with
his staff and daily encounters with his
family give the audience a glimpse of
how an individual should act as the
nation’s leader.
“These pictures say a lot, and one
doesn’t have to spell it out ... versus
the pictures you’re getting now [in the
current administration],” Kapila said.

mcrosson@columbiachronicle.com

Attendees at the International House at the University of Chicago were presented with a slideshow of
pictures featured in Pete Souza’s new book, “Obama: An Intimate Portrait.”
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The War on Drugs is
disrupting education

T
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interactions. It puts them in a position of
vulnerability and fear of whether they’ve
done something wrong.
The sheriff had a “target list,” but
drug sweeps and policing at schools
disproportionately affects students of
low-income families, minorities and
even those with disabilities. Arrests and
incarceration at schools also increases
the odds of their dropping out and feeds
the school-to-prison pipeline, according to an Oct. 19, 2016, American Civil
Liberty Union study.
Rather than violating other parents’
children’s rights, maybe Hobby should
make sure his own home is clear of drugs.
According to an Oct. 25 Atlanta JournalConstitution article, the sheriff has been
accused of interfering with the criminal
investigation into his 17-year-old son,
who was arrested and charged with felony
possession of marijuana, intending to sell
the product. So Hobby will defend his son
on drug charges but disregards others’
children’s rights.
Students go to school to learn. Don’t
pull all of them out of class just because
one of them may have drugs. If it’s truly a
danger and there is strong evidence
that a student has drugs, get a warrant
or talk to their parents.
Hobby encroached on the educational process, reduced students’ time
in the classroom and sexually violated
minors for an already failed policy. He
either needs to step down or be fired.
If anyone is going to disrupt the
most important process of childhood—education—it better be for a
solid reason. This is anything but.
ebradach@columbiachronicle.com

he U.S. War on Drugs has long
been a controversial topic, and
now, thanks to the nation’s surveillance addiction, it’s intruding and
violating students’ education.
Worth County, Georgia, Sheriff Jeff
Hobby—who is facing two counts of
false imprisonment, one count of sexual
battery and a charge of violating his oath
of office—was suspended Nov. 13 by Gov.
Nathan Deal. The sheriff searched hundreds of students at Worth County High
School in April to find illegal drugs. None
were found. The sheriff and his deputies
kept the school on lockdown, confiscated
the students’ cellphones and kept them
from calling their parents, according to a
Nov. 14 Associated Press article.
The searches were beyond invasive.
Hobby took over the high school without
a warrant and searched about 900 students, touching some students’ genitals
and breasts. A $3 million settlement in a
class-action lawsuit against Hobby and his
deputies was reached Nov. 14. Hobby is suspended but still may not be fired, according
to a Nov. 15 Washington Post article.
The lawsuit states that Hobby arrived
at the school with a “target list” of 13
students for suspicion of having illegal
drugs. But only three of those students
were at school that day, and the sheriff had
them brought to administrative offices
and searched. When no drugs were found,
Hobby put the entire school on lockdown:
Students were confined to classrooms,
hallways and the gym, according to the
Associated Press article.
So instead of letting the search go or
waiting until another day when all of the
so-called “target list” were at the school,
the sheriff decided it would be a better
use of time and resources for him and his
deputies to search 900 students without
probable cause.
When young individuals are treated as
criminals—especially in high school when
they’re developing into adulthood—it
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. Just
having a police officer stationed at a school
could prime students’ minds for those
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ILLINOIS IS GIVING former inmates
a second chance at success with a
new program aimed at sharpening business skills.
The Illinois Department of
Corrections will screen 125 candidates for a pilot program, Pathway
to Enterprise for Returning
Citizens, which will give former
inmates comprehensive business
training upon their release. Those
who complete the program are
eligible to receive up to $50,000
in loans to jump-start any future
business ventures.
Funding for this program was
made available with donations
from various businesses, such as
Citibank Foundation, the Chicago
Community Trust, the Perry
Family Foundation, U.S. Bank and
the Hughes Foundation.

“Recovery programs are utterly
essential in prison,” said Robin
Casarjian, executive director at
Lion Heart Foundation—a nonprofit organization dedicated to
providing social learning programs

write a business plan and set realistic goals while building interpersonal relationship skills.
Since Rauner took office in
January 2015, the Illinois’ prison
population decreased 12 percent,
according to a Nov. 6 press release
from the governor’s office.
More than 60 percent of ex-inmates are unemployed one year
after being released, according to a
2012 Society for Human Research

» AMELIA DETWILER/CHRONICLE

» BLAISE MESA
METRO REPORTER

to incarcerated adults. “The more
self-confidence [inmates] have, the
more skills they have to manage
the stress that they are inevitably
going to deal with, the more likely
they are to succeed when they are
out in the community.”
The program comes after Gov.
Bruce Rauner created a five-year
pilot program that improves
inmates’ life skills by training
them on how to prepare a budget,

Management study. Moreover, a
2010 study by the Pew Research
Center showed employed inmates
make 40 percent less a year than
coworkers in their field.
“These people have families
to feed and bills to pay, just like
every other American. It doesn’t
mean they should be second-class
citizens,” said David Figueroa, former inmate and owner of Second
Chance Renovations, an company
that employs and trains former
inmates in the carpentry field.
Before Second Chance
Renovations, Figueroa struggled to find work after his
release because his previous
criminal record would scare
away potential employers.
“Even though I was one of
the best workers [at the job],
I was let go [solely] because of
my criminal background,”
Figueroa said.
Many former prisoners
who are back in society
lack basic skills needed to
be succeed and run a business, according to a 2016
IDOC report.

SEE INMATES PAGE 39

Pilot program grants
inmates business training

» INFORMATION COURTESY OFFICE OF GOVERNOR
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The Harvard
of Comedy

The second floor of Second City’s Training Center boasts new classrooms, the Harold Ramis
Screening room, a soundstage, and ample common space to meet, work, and socialize.

Shows 7 nights a week in our 4 student theaters!

Visit SecondCity.com/tc
or call (312) 664-3959

We offer classes, camps, and immersions for students of all ages. Whether you hope to
become a star on Saturday Night Live or just want to try something new, The Second City
has a class for you. Check out our offerings in improv, acting, writing, music, and more!
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METRO EDITOR
SENDING A TEXT or tweet while in
a crosswalk may soon cost Chicagoans up to $500.
Aldermen Ed Burke (14th Ward)
and Anthony Beale (9th Ward)
proposed an ordinance Nov. 8
that would fine pedestrians caught
using “mobile electronic devices”
while crossing a street or highway.
The first offense would warrant a
$90 fine, but the second offense
hikes to $500.
The goal is to reduce pedestrian
deaths and injuries at a time in
Chicago when drivers have accidentally killed 39 pedestrians as of
Nov. 8 and similar laws have been
passed in Honolulu and San Mateo
County, California.
“We’ve raised concerns about
the ordinance as it’s drafted
right now,” said Kyle Whitehead,

government relations director
for the Active Transportation
Alliance, a nonprofit advocacy
group. “The suggestion that the
city should fine people who are
legally crossing in the crosswalk,
no matter what they’re doing, we
think is wrong-headed and missing the real problem.”
Whitehead explained that no
current data shows that distracted
walking is a major contributor to
serious or fatal crashes on the
street; instead, it shows that
speeding and fast-moving cars
are the major contributors. The
city should focus on those issues
to improve safety, he said.
“[ATA does not] think this ordinance would make our streets
any safer; we have concerns that
it could discourage more people
from walking,” Whitehead said.
Richi Roberts, a freshman
English and creative writing major,
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said the proposal sounds vague
enough to be abused and hard
to enforce because “distracted”
is too subjective. Enforcement
would also depend on whether the
Chicago Police Department would
consider it important enough for
their time, he added.
Accident prevention should not
be the responsibility of just the
pedestrian, and it will always be up
to both the walker and the driver to
ensure safety on the road, he said.
“There’s no way to fully solve
[these accidents],” Roberts said.
“They’re pretty much always going
to happen.”
Jake Porter, a sophomore audio
art and acoustics major, said he
doubts the ordinance could actually get passed. Both pedestrians
and drivers are responsible for
their own safety, he added, but
pedestrians have to especially be
cautious of their surroundings.
The best way to make streets
safer is with infrastructural
improvements, Whitehead said,
such as redesigning streets,
repainting crosswalks to improve
visibility or adding pedestrian

refuge islands that provide a break
in the middle of the street, slowing
down cars naturally.
“Those are the changes we’ve seen
here in Chicago and cities across
the country [that] directly result in
fewer crashes, and they create better
environments for people who are
crossing,” Whitehead said.
Along with the ordinance’s
“regressive” fines, Whitehead
explained another potential
problem with the ordinance is
increased police-citizen interaction. Noting CPD’s abusive
history, which was detailed in the
January Department of Justice

report, he said there is legitimate
community concern about greater
on-street interaction.
“We generally like to push
for enforcement mechanisms
that would not place undue
burden on middle- and lower-income folks,” Whitehead
said. “We try to be mindful
of the potential negatives of
more on-street police and
citizen interaction and how
to appropriately manage
some of the issues around
policing, discrimination and
racism that we have in the
city right now.”
jmurray@columbiachronicle.com

Aldermen: Put phone away
before crossing the street

A proposed ordinance would charge citizens up to $500 for “distracted walking.”
» PHOTO ILLUSTRATION KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

» BLAISE MESA
METRO REPORTER

» GRAPHICS PATRICK CASEY/CHRONICLE

CHICAGO IS STRENGTHENING its
fight for safer food sanitation
methods with new measures to
catch unhealthy restaurants.
Twenty-two more food inspectors, or sanitarians, will be added
to the city’s current total of 38 in
the next two years

according to an Oct. 27 mayoral
press release.
The cost for the new inspectors will be passed on to larger
restaurants through a three-tier
licensing fee. Only establishments
larger than 10,000 square feet will
be subject to a $225 licensing fee
increase from the original $1,100
fee. Food venues—such as taverns,
diners, grocery stores and restaurants—will also be subject to an
increased mandatory re-inspection fee of $50–$100, but the initial
inspection will remain free.
“When we are hearing about
more and more rats in the city,
we need to make sure we [are]
hold[ing] our restaurants and groceries up to a pretty high health
standard,” said Daniel Block,
a professor of Geography at
Chicago State University and
member of the Chicago Policy
Food Action Council.

Chicago has more than 13,500
food establishments, which include
restaurants, taverns, grocery stores,
bakeries and convenience stores. All
institutions are inspected by the current 38 health inspectors at different
rates year round.
Places with riskier food-handling practices can be subject to
two inspections per year, while
others may be inspected once
every two years. Inspectors must
also follow up on customer complaints throughout the year.
From Nov. 1–14, 58 restaurants,
taverns and other eateries failed
inspections from the Chicago
Department of Health, according
to the Chicago Data Portal.
“I have noticed some sub-par
cleanliness standards in some
[Chicago] restaurants, but nothing
that’s turned me off from them,”
said John Villarreal, a junior audio
arts and acoustics major who spent
seven months as a line cook for
Mexican-chain-restaurant Qdoba
in Minnesota. However, if people
took a deeper look into some kitchens, they would see some health
code violations, he added.

Chicago has lacked sufficient
health inspectors since it showed
a need for more sanitarians in a
2016 audit by the city’s inspector
general. The audit revealed the city
was about 56 inspectors short to
adequately inspect all its food service businesses, as reported Dec.
12, 2016, by The Chronicle.
Although 22 new inspectors are only half of the amount

recommended by the inspector
general’s audit, the increase will
help bridge the gap, primarily by
inspecting smaller establishments, according to Block.
“I don’t think they are meeting
the mandated frequency, at least
for many of the small grocery
[stores], and I assume that’s true
for restaurants as well,” he said.
Yasmin Gonzalez, general
manager of Pauly’s Pizza, 719 S.
State St., said she supports the
increase in health inspectors and
is ready for an inspection at any
time, adding that the restaurant
has never failed an inspection. The
restaurant has nightly cleaning,
and employees are up to date with
the health code certifications and
requirements, she added.
The increased number
of inspectors will also help
Chicago better meet the state
and federal requirements for
inspector staffing.
“If you can make [health
inspections] a more regular
thing, people won’t try and get
around [the health code] as
much,” Block said.

bmesa@columbiachronicle.com

New sanitarians fill hole
in inspector-starved city

» INFORMATION COURTESY CITY OF CHICAGO

metro

NOVEMBER 20, 2017 THE CHRONICLE 37

metro

$3 OFF

OUR SIGNATURE FOOTLONG GRILLED CHEESE
WI TH COLU M BI A STU DENT I D
M O N DAY-F R I DAY 3 P M-7 P M

W W W. T H E S C O U T C H I C A G O . C O M - ( 3 1 2 ) 7 0 5 - 0 5 9 5 - 1 3 0 1 S . WA B A S H AV E . C H I C A G O , I L
38 THE CHRONICLE NOVEMBER 20, 2017

metro
INMATES, FROM PAGE 34

bmesa@columbiachronicle.com

media/26BGKHrjfTMZX4g9y/
giphy.gif

» MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

The Department of Corrections
administers the Test of Adult Basic
Education to prisoners when they
arrive to assess the education
level for inmates. Of the 13,356
offenders in 2016 who were serving more than two years except life
sentences, 4,945 offenders scored
below a sixth-grade education
level on the TABE test, according
to the 2016 report.
Former inmates will need more
than being set free to contribute to society again, said Peter
Leonard, owner and founder of
Second Chance Coffee Company
in Wheaton, Illinois. If inmates
lack direction in life, they could
fail, he added.
“It’s going to take more than
money, and more than working
at a company for a number of
months [for inmates to succeed],” Leonard said. “If you’ve
been institutionalized—anything more than five years—
when you get out, your ability
to think non-institutionally
is dramatically diminished.”

FEATURED
PHOTO
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Decked in raincoats and umbrellas, people watched the Millennium Park tree and fireworks light up the rainy Chicago sky Nov. 17. to kickoff the holiday season.

Downtown Parking

RATES:

$6 after 4pm
until 10pm

10hrs— $11
24hrs— $30
All day
(until 10pm)— $16
710 s. Wabash Ave
710selfpark.com
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