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Annual security survey:
more reports or more crime?
» MOLLY WALSH
CAMPUS REPORTER

AS COLUMBIA PREPARES to increase nonunion faculty and staff cost for its most
popular health insurance benefit plan, the
college is offering an alternative with lower
premiums but costly plan options.
The new choice, titled a High Deductible
Health Plan, has faculty pay more

$3,450 for single-employee coverage and
$6,900 for family coverage.
Single faculty would pay $32.50 per month
and families $54 but would also receive a
Health Spending Account contribution of
$250 for singles and $500 for families from
the college annually.
However, the most popular plan from
previous years will cost single faculty $65
per month, up from $50 in 2017, and $150
for families, up from $82.50.
This Preferred Provider Organization plan
from BlueCross/Blue Shield of Illinois also
includes a $500 deductible —up from $250 in
2017— for single faculty and a $1,125 deductible
—up from $750— for families on services from
a preferred medical network.

Employees will be able to enroll in the new
High Deductible Health Plan for 2018 from
Nov. 1–17 and can learn about the new plan at
educational forums, according to associate
vice president of Human Resources Norma
De Jesus.
The new plan comes on the heels of benefit
reductions in fall 2016 as well as a spring
2017 increase in premiums, deductibles and out-of-pocket maximums
in Columbia’s Blue Cross/Blue Shield
Preferred Provider Organization health
care plan, as reported Sept. 26, 2016, and
April 17 by The Chronicle.
De Jesus said the new plan is part of a
five-year effort to assess benefit offerings
and align them with market trends. She

expensive deductibles before insurance
groups begin paying for various medical
expenses—$1800 for single faculty and
$3,600 for families—for services provided
by an approved medical network.
The plan is combined with a Health
Savings Account that lets employees save for
uncovered costs with payroll deductions to
a tax-advantaged account. Employees can,
but are not mandated to, annually contribute

SEE SAFETY REPORT, PAGE 10

“We are seeing the fruits of efforts to reach
out and get students aware of the resources
that are available to them and to encourage
more reporting,” Sodini said.
Junior theatre major Michael Klatt, who
read the crime statistics from the report
when it was released, said he does not think
Columbia has prepared him to do anything

Columbia offers new High
Deductible Health Plan
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS EDITOR

if he were in danger, and thinks campus
security is ill-prepared.
“I like our security guards, but if there
were an actual threat, I feel they wouldn’t
be able to do much of anything,” Klatt said.
“None of them are armed, and I don’t know
if anyone had training. They are just there to
check students in and check students out.”

» SAMANTHA CONRAD/CHRONICLE

SEE HEALTH CARE, PAGE 3

ON-CAMPUS RAPES DOUBLED last year while
drug and liquor disciplinary referrals also
increased, according to Columbia’s 2017
Annual Security and Fire Safety Report.
Gathered during the 2016 calendar year
reporting period and released Sept. 29 in
a collegewide email, it listed six on-campus rape reports, twice as many as in 2015.
Disciplinary referrals for drug abuse also
increased from 157 in 2015 to 213 in 2016
while referrals for liquor law violations rose
from 296 in 2015 to 363 in 2016.
Other increases in the report include
complaints of fondling, up from three to
four, robbery from two to three, burglary
from four to five and disciplinary referrals
for on-campus weapon possession from
one to five.
Ronald Sodini, associate vice president
of Campus Safety and Security, said any
crime on campus, especially involving violence, is a concern to the college.
Sodini said the rising crime statistics in
the report this year are due to more students responding to crime and reporting
incidents, rather than an actual increase
in crimes.

Sodini said the Safety and Security Office
increased the number of watch commanders
patrolling campus, all of whom are retired
law enforcement officers with decades of
police experience.
Rabia Khan Harvey, director of Equity
Issues and Title IX coordinator, said many
incidents, particularly those involving
sexual misconduct, go unreported because
victims encounter obstacles that make them
feel uncomfortable with being vulnerable.
“There are many cases out there that are
often not reported, which is unfortunate for
us because we’d rather know who to offer
some assistance to,” Khan Harvey said.
“They are unsure of what is going to happen, they fear retaliation [and] they don’t
necessarily want to get the other person in
trouble because it’s often someone that they
know and trust.”
Khan Harvey said rape culture is prevalent in society, and education on the subject and decreasing shame contributes to
an increase of reported incidents.
The college’s Sexual Assault Awareness
Education Committee creates workshops
and events to help students cope and find
resources if they have experienced any
sexual misconduct, Khan Harvey said.
SAAEC holds programs and campaigns
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Crime Prevention & Safety
Awareness programs
Kick @$$: Personal safety presentations covering self-defense, effects of
trauma and campus resources.
Active Shooter: Covering Homeland
Security’s RUN-HIDE-FIGHT program
for faculty, staff and students.
Reporting procedures
Confidential reporting: For a student
who is a victim of a crime but doesn’t
want to take legal action, counselors in
the Office of Counseling Services are not
allowed to share what is said in sessions
without written consent from the student, with some stipulations.
Filing a report: Campus Safety and
Security will assist students in reporting criminal acts to the Chicago Police
Department. Sexual misconduct can
also be reported through the college’s
Title IX Office.
Missing students: Residential students
who are missing for 24 hours or more
will have a report filed with the authorities. If someone has reason to believe a
student is missing, they are directed to
contact Campus Security.
Fire safety
Evacuation: Floor plans with evacuation routes exist on all floors.
Resident halls: Hazards or necessary repairs to Columbia buildings
should be reported to a Resident
Assistant or security guard.
See the Front Page story for crime
statistics from the report.

Jonathon Sadowski
Kendrah Villiesse
Alexa Rixon
Miranda Manier

METRO

zeitel@columbiachronicle.com

very year, Columbia releases
its Annual Security and Fire
Safety Report in accordance
with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of
Campus Security Policy and Campus
Crime Statistics Act. It includes the
past year’s number of on-campus
crimes and incidents that put faculty,
staff and students’ safety at risk.
The newest report—released Sept.
29 and covering the 2016 calendar
year reporting period—was sent in an
email to the college community and is
accessible through Columbia’s Office of
Campus Safety and Security website.
Printed copies can be requested from
the office.
However, accessibility doesn’t matter
if no one is going to read it.
The report is 57 pages long and loaded
with technical terminology and blocks
of text. The actual statistics don’t
appear until pages 47–51. The report
is the definition of indigestible. It is
understandable that all that information is included for legal purposes, but
it’s safe to say the majority of students
aren’t going to wade through all of it to
get to the information that is pertinent
to them.
The college’s Office of Institutional
Effectiveness does a great job of breaking down its reports and explaining each
point with easy-to-understand graphics
and charts. IE’s student demographics
and enrollment reports are good examples of how complicated numbers can be
framed for reader friendliness.
The sections of the report that
include procedures for students to
report on-campus crimes and policy
violations, resources such as self-defense classes, and the Security Office’s
phone number are hidden among the
U.S. Department of Education’s definition of dating violence and Columbia’s
campus building geography. There
needs to be a condensed version of this
report available that includes basic
information applicable to students and
directs them to the complete report for
the rest of the information.
But since this doesn’t exist yet, here
are some of the highlights.
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The 2017 Diane Dammeyer Fellowship recipient has been announced. » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Campus

» JOCELYN MORENO/CHRONICLE

said she is unsure what the college’s health
care will look like in five years.
“We are hoping that if employees take
advantage of this plan and reduce their
health cost and need for health care, that
overall our health-care expenses will go
down,” De Jesus said. “If I take advantage of the plan and it costs less overall
and I use it less, there will obviously be
both cost savings to the college and to
the employee.”
Keith Kostecka, associate professor in
the Science and Mathematics Department
and chair of the Faculty Senate’s Financial
Affairs Committee, said he understands why
the college needed to make a change amid
uncertainties in the health-care industry,
but he is unhappy about how the new plan
will affect his finances.
“Everybody has to realize among the
full-time faculty that there are going to be

some changes to our health care and they
are going to lead to, effectively, what one
might term a reduction in our overall pay,”
Kostecka said. “It might not really come
out of our pocket at this time, [but] with
changes in our health care, we are going to
have to pay more for similar services or for
the same service we had.”
Kostecka said he was upset with the
higher deductible cost, but he and his family
will have to rely on it for coverage because
it is the best they can access.
“I need to have, for some of my medical
issues, doctor visits, and the idea of paying
a higher deductible is going to very problematic for me,” Kostecka said.
Out-of-pocket maximums, the most
employees have to pay per year before
insurance companies cover all costs, are
also higher in the HDHP than the BCBSIL
PPO Plan. Maximums for individuals on
the 2017 plan are $2,700 for in network and
$4,725 for out of network while families pay

$6,200 for in network and $10,000 for out
of network.
For the HDHP Plan, individual maximums are $3,600 for in network and $7,200
for out of network, while family rates are
$7,200 for in network and $14,400 for out
of network.
Elizabeth Davis-Berg, associate professor in the Science and Mathematics
Department and parliamentarian in the
Faculty Senate’s executive committee, said
faculty members have expressed dissatisfaction with the new plan costing hundreds
of dollars more out of pocket for the same
coverage, but they will take it because it is
the best or only plan they can access. DavisBerg added that she thinks the new plan
makes Columbia’s health care resemble
other local colleges’ plans more, but she still
has reservations about how it will affect
her finances.
“It’s not that the benefits are changing, but
your take-home every month, if it goes down

because your benefits have become more
expensive, it will feel like a pay cut and that’s
a problem, and I think that will affect people’s
attitude toward things,” Davis-Berg said.
De Jesus said the college will maintain
the BCBSIL PPO Plan to allow faculty to
choose their most cost-effective option.
“If any particular person feels that this
plan is not to their benefit, they have the
option of maintaining the current benefit
coverage they have now,” De Jesus said.
Kostecka said although he cannot
tell how the plan will affect the specific
situation of every faculty member, he
can see why faculty members might
be concerned about how the new plan
could impact their finances.
“Overall, this is a reduction in our compensation and I do not see anybody that
this will necessarily benefit in the short
or long term,” Kostecka said. “I see it as a
necessary step by the college in making
our health care the best it can possibly be.”

ccarynski@columbiachronicle.com
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COLUMBIA WILL HOST its first drag
show, “Once Upon a Drag,” Oct.
20, showcasing lip-sync performances from student and professional drag queens in Chicago.
The show, which will be held at
Stage Two in the 618 S. Michigan
Ave. Building, was created by the
Student Programming Board as
a Wabash Arts Corridor event for
parents weekend. SPB is currently
booking drag queens for the final
show that Friday.
Ashley Vunderink, director
of communications for SPB and
senior business and entrepreneurship major, said the board
had considered doing a drag show
at Columbia for a long time and
is excited to be included in the
creating the project.

“This has been something we’ve
all pitched for a while, and then it
was our meeting over the summer
and we were like, ‘Let’s do a drag
show,’” Vunderink said. “We just
kind of ran with it.”
Before the show, students can
get their makeup done for a $10
donation at a separate event called
Drag Me. The funds go to Columbia
Cares—a fundraiser supporting
students facing emergencies.
Students will also be able to choose
a gift bag or a photo with one of
the drag queens, but tickets for the
show are limited.
Elana Schmidt, president of
SPB and junior business and
entrepreneurship major, said the
group is currently booking makeup
artists but would like some of the
performers to do makeup as well.
Madeline Brittingham, vice
president of SPB and sophomore

“Once Upon a Drag,” Columbia’s first drag show, organized by Student Programming Board (members pictured), will allow
students to showcase their talents Oct. 20 through a lip-syncing performance.

business and entrepreneurship
major, said she knows students
at Columbia who plan to become
drag performers once they graduate and hopes this platform will
allow them to showcase their talent and practice their performing
skills in front of a crowd.
“We intentionally picked a
variety of different queens [with]
all kinds of different talents

FREAKY FRESH!
FREAKY FAST!

and specialties,” Brittingham
said. “We’re hoping for a really
diverse exhibition of talent from
these queens.”
Vunderink said the show is
important since other colleges do
not do these programs.
“Once Upon a Drag” is free for
all Columbia students and $5 for
outside guests. Schmidt said she
is most excited to see how the

audience reacts to the performances and hopes to see students and parents enjoying the
show and dancing along to all
of the songs.
“One of the main themes
in drag is having confidence
about yourself,” Brittingham
said. “Trying to emphasize
that and being like ‘ Hey look
at yourself, you’re awesome.’”

tbrubaker@columbiachronicle.com

» TESSA BRUBAKER
CAMPUS REPORTER

» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE

Queens to strut at
Columbia’s first drag show
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CECIL MCDONALD JR., adjunct
professor in the Photography
Department and Columbia 2007
photography alumnus, has been
nominated for the 2017 Paris Photo-Aperture Foundation PhotoBook Awards for his book, “In the
Company of Black,” competing
in a pool of more than 900 other
submissions for the award.
McDonald said there are typically only two photographic
representations of black people—
wealthy or poor—but never in the
middle. His photographs from “In
the Company of Black” showcase
these subjects, whom he calls forgotten people. The theme emerged
in a project from his graduate studies at Columbia and has evolved
over the years, he added.

“[‘In the Company of Black’]
is a book that seeks to highlight
and consider, in a photograph,
people who are in the middle
of the spectrum of what the
American conscience thinks of
when they think of black people,”
McDonald said.
The book includes approximately 50 photographs McDonald
has taken over seven years, but the
book itself took about a year to create, he said.
McDonald said the process
took a year because the book was
a collaboration with his friend
Matt Austin’s company, Candor
Arts, a company that deals with
publishing and art production.
“We put all this energy into
the book, picking nice materials
because we wanted it to function
and look like a beautiful object as
well,” McDonald said.

6 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 9, 2017

Lesley A. Martin, creative director and publisher of the PhotoBook
Review at Aperture, a nonprofit
foundation that publishes photography, said the awards started
in 2012. Paris Photo is the largest international photo fair, and
after the organization had reached
out to Aperture in 2012, the two
groups began working together to
create the $10,000 prize, she said.
“The idea was to recognize the
contribution PhotoBook has made
to the larger field of photography,”
Martin said, “meaning it’s a vehicle
for individual bodies of work, [and]
it’s a way that we learn about and
share photography.”
The competition has two stages:
narrowing the submissions down
to 35 books, where McDonald’s is
currently, and selecting a winner
by a five-person committee Nov.
10 in Paris.

Cecil McDonald Jr., an adjunct professor
in the Photography Department,
nominated for the Paris PhotoBook
Awards for his book.

of the Year award, and PhotoBook
of the Year award.
Greg Foster-Rice, associate
professor in the Photography
Department, said the department
is proud of McDonald’s recognition
for his work.
“I’ve long admired [McDonald’s]
work as a photographer,” FosterRice said. “He is just a terrifically
decent human being who’s really
well-connected to the city and
believes in the project that he
does, which is to ensure the representation of blackness in Chicago
and America is done in an honest
and fair way, and I really appreciate his photographic project in
that regard.”
McDonald said that he is
excited for what adventures
lies ahead and for the opportunity to visit Paris with the
potential to win the grand
prize for his book.
“I’m excited not only for the
book, but all the things that’s
kind of happened that I hadn’t
intended, from making the
book and actually putting it
in the world,” McDonald said.
odeloian@columbiachronicle.com

» OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTER

» MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

Professor recognized in 2017
Paris PhotoBook Awards

Martin said prizes in three categories are awarded to the finalists
including the First PhotoBook
award, the Photography Catalogue

» MOLLY WALSH
CAMPUS REPORTER

about it [from] back then when it
was just as much of a situation for
kids as it is now.”
Sophomore theatre major Ariel
Triunfo will portray “Erika,” who
is new to the town of Grovedale and
has a dark past. She said “Grovedale
High” is special because of its
diverse characters.
“In a lot of teen dramas, there
are tropes that are often followed
and characters that are one-note,”
Triunfo said. “‘Grovedale High’s’
characters are all well-rounded
and find ways to connect to each
other that you would not expect.”

LaBonne said student-created
productions like “Grovedale High”
are interesting and important
because they are projects made
created with little to no funding.
“People are doing this project because they want to do it,
not because they’re getting a
paycheck,” LaBonne said.
Chambers said “Grovedale
High” is fun because of the
drama, comedic scenes and
the character’s heartbreak.
“You think you know the
story, but you don’t know what
we’re doing,” Chambers said.
» COURTESY TARIN BUTTERFIELD

SENIOR CINEMA AND television arts
major Amanda Chambers said she
would not have imagined letting
people read her scripts a year ago,
but now, the first web series she
wrote and produced, “Grovedale
High,” will premiere Oct. 15 for
everyone to see.
The teen drama, set in 2005,
revolves around four emo, underdog high school students and their
life and love tribulations.
Chambers devised the plot
in high school as a way to cope
with the hardships she faced as
a teenager. Her professor in a
“Production and Editing II” course
at Columbia this summer encouraged her to turn it into a web series.
Chambers said she wanted to
write a story about the decade and

the rise of the emo era because she
related to it in high school.
“I don’t want it to be about the
popular kids,” Chambers said.
“We’ve seen it a million times. I
care about the underdogs and the
ones who wear all black.”
After more than 20 people
auditioned for the web series,
nine people were cast, according
to Chambers. The first episode
is scheduled to premiere on the
AmandaPandaProduction company’s YouTube page this month.
Jarrett LaBonne, a freshman
theatre major, is portraying Noah,
an emo kid who wears eyeliner
and black nail polish and straightens his hair, which LaBonne said
resembles his appearance from
middle school.
“The first day of filming when
I was in full costume, I looked at
myself in the mirror and thought,

‘Oh god, 2012 Jarrett is back at
full force,’” LaBonne said. “[Noah]
resorts to that stereotype of the
emo kid because he doesn’t know
who he is, which is something I
relate to a lot.”
Raquel Rivas, junior theatre
major and associate producer for
“Grovedale High,” said the show
is relatable and touches on discovering sexuality in high school.
“There’s actually quite a few
characters that are gay or lesbian
[or] bisexual,” Rivas said. “We’re
really trying to put that out there.
You don’t really hear too much

mwalsh@columbiachronicle.com

Web series takes
students to emo days

campus

“Grovedale High” is a teen drama web series created and produced by Columbia students. The show is set in 2005 and
follows the life and love tribulations of emo, underdog high school students.
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for ShopColumbia’s 9th Annual Holiday Market

The Holiday Market is ShopColumbia’s busiest sales season with
hundreds of customers shopping for unique, one-of-a-kind gifts.
Apply today to start selling with ShopColumbia.

T
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Artists will be notified: November 8, 2017
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THE COLUMBIA COLLEGE Dance
Team, which performs jazz
and hip-hop dances at on- and
off-campus events, has a new
name, new costumes and a more
frequent performing schedule.
Senior education major and
co-captain of the dance team,
Jordan Gillespie said the name
Lady Renegades was changed to
Columbia College Dance Team
to make the team more inclusive, since it has two males,

and more recognizable as a
Columbia affiliate.
“We re-branded it all,” Gillespie
said. “We want to perform and people be like, ‘Oh, they’re Columbia.’”
Gillespie said it can be difficult to get Columbia students to
have school spirit without sports
teams. However, she thinks the
recent changes will increase student participation.
Alia Bajorek, senior theatre major
and member of the Dance Team, said
students are often unaware of the
dance team’s existence because of
the school’s prominent art presence.

With updated costumes and a new name, team co-captain Jordan Gillespie said she hopes the Dance Team’s rebranding will
increase student attendance and participation at performances.

“When people actually find out
that we have [a dance team], they
automatically start asking about

It provides school spirit for a school that doesn’t
really have a lot of places to show it.
ALIA BAJOREK

events,” Bajorek said. “It provides
school spirit for a school that
doesn’t really have a lot of places
to show it.”
Junior photography major and
Dance Team co-captain Brianna
Dutcher said becoming a captain last year was a learning
experience in team management, and that this year she
will concentrate on improving

the team while bringing pride to
the college.
“As a dance team, we can bring
more pep, and because Columbia
isn’t a traditional school, it is
nice to have something to be able
to promote that,” Dutcher said.
Gillespie also said the team
does not get as much recognition as its members would like.
Although it gets exposure at

SEE DANCE, PAGE 10

» OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTER

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

Columbia College
Dance Team rebrands
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ADVANCE
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Stop by the oﬃces of
the Columbia Chronicle
located at
33 East Congress, Suite 224
(312) 369-8999

for your chance to win
a pass for two to the
special advance
screening on Tuesday,
October 10.
No purchase necessary. One pass per person.
Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia
College Chicago students, staff, and faculty
only and are distributed at the discretion of the
promotional partner. Those that have received
a screening pass or promotional prize within
the last 90 days are not eligible.
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FAFSA AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1
EARLY, EASY, AND ACCURATE
HERE'S EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
COMPLETING YOUR FAFSA

Submit your 2018-19 FAFSA
as early as October 1, 2017

You’ll use 2016 income and
tax information, imported
directly from the IRS when you
complete the FAFSA online

SNAP A PIC OF THE BOX BELOW SO YOU
HAVE THE INFO AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!

APPLY FOR 2018-19 FINANCIAL AID
GO TO FAFSA.GOV TO COMPLETE YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN
YOU’LL BE ABLE TO SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA® EARLIER.

YOU’LL USE 2016 INCOME AND TAX INFORMATION.

You can file your 2018-19 FAFSA as early as
October 1, 2017.

Remember: On the 2018-19 FAFSA, you—and
your parent(s), as appropriate—will use alreadyfiled 2016 income and tax information, rather
than your 2017 income and tax information.

The earlier you fill out the FAFSA, the earlier
you’ll have an indication of how much your
family is expected to contribute, which will help
with budgeting for the upcoming school year.

That's good news because you won’t have to wait
until you file your 2017 taxes—and, because you’ll
already have done your taxes when you fill out
your FAFSA, you may be able to automatically
import your tax information using the IRS Data
Retrieval tool.
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enhance the safety and security
on Columbia’s campus.
“If you see something, say
something. Safety on campus
is everybody’s responsibility,”
Sodini said. “All of us have the
ability to be alert, be aware of
our surroundings and to share
with security when something
does not seem right. When
they do that, we can go there
and check on that and hopefully prevent any incident
from occurring.”
» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

DANCE, FROM PAGE 8

end-of-year events such as
Manifest, they end up being forgotten over the summer, she added.
“We need an event [with an
audience] that’s like a big group
of Columbia students at once,”
Gillespie said.
The team will perform at
upcoming Columbia events that
include the annual Bloodball
in March 2018, XCEND Show
Choir Dec. 9 and 10 and a

hurricane relief fundraiser Oct. 12,
she added.
The group teamed up with EastWest University, which does not
have a dance team, to perform at
its basketball games during half
time, Gillespie said. The team is also
performing at Chicago’s Halloween
Arts in the Dark Parade Oct. 21.
Gillespie said the team was
able to get new costumes, jackets and bags after two years
of fundraising efforts and
funding by the Student
Athletic Association.
Gillespie said the team’s
biggest change is the
increased effort dancers
have put into the team.
“It’s the students that took
this dance team from where
it used to be,” Gillespie said.
“It’s all that effort and time
we all put in.”
odeloian@columbiachronicle.com

such as the Blue Ribbon Campaign
for Sexual Assault Awareness
Month in April and multiple
open-mic events throughout the
school year.
According to the National
Institute on Drug Abuse, college
students are at a significantly
higher risk of using marijuana and
drinking alcohol than people not
enrolled in college.
In a 2016 NIDA report, 32.4
percent of college students participated in binge drinking over two
weeks compared to 28.7 percent
of non-college peers. Marijuana
use is also at its highest level since
the 1980s for college-aged people.
Sodini said college security
has adopted new measures to
increase safety and security,
including exercising greater control over who is allowed to enter
campus buildings, installing new
cameras and telephone systems
across campus, and hiring more
watch commanders.
As a result, interaction
between officers and students

has increased, which creates
more opportunities for students
to respond and report crime,
Sodini said.
The report also shows a
decrease in arrests, which Sodini
attributed to the University
Center handling more incidents
of crime, such as alcohol and drug
use, in-house rather than informing the police.
Columbia offers multiple
resources and educational workshops, listed on the college’s website and in the recently released
report, that help students cope
with violence and sexual misconduct, according to Khan Harvey.
“Think About it: Campus Save” is
an online training program that
is made available to all students
in the Columbia community and
provides safe options on how to
intervene in dangerous situations
on campus.
Sodini said The Campus
Security Department encourages
students to take advantage of the
classes, workshops and other
resources that the college has
available to students in order to

mwalsh@columbiachronicle.com

SAFETY REPORT, FROM FRONT

In addition to changing its name
and updating its wardrobe, the
Columbia College Dance Team
plans to increase the frequency
of its performances on and off
campus.
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arts culture
20 years of
Chicago Blue Men

Curran Chapman discusses his songwriting process » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia

» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

» COURTESY LINDSEY BEST

BLUE MAN GROUP has been running in
Chicago for 20 years now. That’s a lot
of paint splashed during drum solos,
replacement drum heads, marshmallows
and Jell-O.
But beneath every Blue Man is a reallife person munching on Cap’n Crunch,
pounding on PVC pipes and spitting
paint everywhere.
As part of Blue Man Group’s 20th
Chicago anniversary, the production
invited The Chronicle to see its Oct. 5
show and chat with some of the people
behind two decades of madness.
The show, with its oddball humor and
mysteriously intimidating leading men,
is nothing short of bizarre—but that’s the

Blue Man Group has performed in
various cities around the world since
its inception in 1991. One of the show’s
signature acts involves playing paintdrenched drums.

point, according to 18-year veteran Blue
Man Eric Gebow.
“Whatever [the meaning] is, we try not
to define what we want people to walk
away from the show with,” said Gebow,
who has played a Blue Man everywhere
from New York City to Tokyo throughout
his career.
The performance includes scientific
information on how eyeballs work, cautionary animations of cellphone users getting hit by cars and a sort of rock concert
dance move routine. The only consistent
thing about it is inconsistency.
“One of the cool things is that people
get so many different things out of it,”
said Jeff Quay, music director, who has
been with the Chicago Blue Man Group
since its inception. “It’s kind of cool
because we know the show on that more

intimate level—all those
layers—so it’s really
interesting when
someone can tap
into that. But
it’s just as valid
when someone
[simply] has a
great time.”
As Quay spoke,
Gebow’s two fellow
Blue Men—still completely in character—poked
their heads in to observe the question
and answer session. They waved sheepishly and wordlessly from behind a curtain before retreating backstage.
Lucky—or unlucky, depending on an
individual’s opinion—audience members
are even tapped to participate at points.
The three Blue Men may invite a guest to
a candlelit Twinkie dinner, or strap them
in a jumpsuit, paint them and slam them
into a wall to create a morbidly comical
surrealist art piece.
But not all audience members are so
accommodating. One woman at the Oct.
5 show refused to join the performers for
the romantic dinner. Moments like that
call for some on-the-fly thinking from the
band and the Blue Men.

Associate Music Director Jeff Quay (left) and
Blue Man performer Eric Gebow answered
questions Oct. 5 at the Briar Street
Theater, 3133 N. Halsted St., after the
night’s show.

“That’s when we’re tested,” Quay said.
“All bets are off. We can let go of the script
for a moment because we have to deal.”
Quay, who also played drums for the
performance, had the band stay in a perpetual swell while Gebow and his fellow performers hurried to find another
dinner date.
“We had that moment when we had
to bail on that and start over,” Gebow
recalled. “That whole relationship there
is a very sort of living thing between us
and the band. Tonight was a really good
example of how we just had to wait it out
a little bit.”
Every individual show plays out a bit
differently, but every group of performers—whether it be in Chicago, Las Vegas
or Boston—switches things up from
how Blue Man Group’s founding trio did.
However, they try not to infringe on the
original vision too much, said stage manager Jenn Kincaid, who has been with the
group since 2012.
“There’s constant note sessions that
happen after every show,” Kincaid said
after Gebow noted that new performers
will sometimes take bits too far. “From
our perspective of things, it’s really hard
to come in and to learn the language of the
company, and [work with] the guys who
have been here for a really long time and
know it way better than you do.”
The Blue Man Group is throwing
a proper 20th anniversary party Oct.
12 with a special birthday performance, which will include “a few surprises” and free treats from Sprinkles
Cupcakes after the show, according to
an Oct. 3 press release.
“We want [viewers] to have some
kind of meaningful experience,”
Quay said. “For a lot of people it’s just
being entertained and laughing and
that’s cool.”
jsadowski@columbiachronicle.com

The art of chaos, inconsistency

» PHOTOS MACKENZINE CROSSON/CHRONICLE
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Wednesday, Oct. 11
REVEREND HORTON HEAT
City Winery Chicago
1200 W. Randolph St.
8 p.m.
$28–$55

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
MANAGING EDITOR

Cam Newton apologizes for sexist
comment, but some still don’t get it

C
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TASH SULTANA

HOODIE ALLEN

Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
8 p.m.
$25–$32.50

Vic Theatre
3145 N. Sheffield Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$50

Tuesday, Oct. 10

simply could have answered the question
and left Rodrigue’s sex out of it. His comments are especially offensive in a profession that historically has not been in favor
of women: sports journalism.
Lesley Visser became the first ever
female NFL beat writer in the 1970s
when she was assigned by The Boston
Globe to cover the New England Patriots.
Throughout her career paving the way for
future female sports writers, Visser experienced events similar to Rodrigue’s.
“For the 40 years that I have covered
the NFL, the first 15 years were people
agreeing with Cam Newton,” she said in
response to Newton’s comments.
In 1978, Journalist Melissa Ludtke
successfully sued Major League Baseball
for her right to enter baseball locker
rooms, a fight that was once again
successfully won in 2015 when several
female sport writers were denied access
to football locker rooms.
To be fair, Rodrigue was also shown
to have made offensive comments of
her own. She apologized Oct. 5 for racist tweets that resurfaced following
Newton’s comments from 2012 and 2013,
stating “There is no excuse for these
tweets and the sentiment behind
them.” It can be said for any person:
Think before you speak—or tweet.
It is great that both Newton and
Rodrigue saw the fault in their offensive comments, but it is important
that others do as well. The fight
for equality and inclusiveness is a
continuous one, so it is important for
everyone to recognize offensive comments and to not support them.

Thursday, Oct. 12

Friday, Oct. 13

RODRIGUEZ

ISSUES

Vic Theatre
3145 N. Sheffield Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$45–$75

House of Blues Chicago
329 N. Dearborn St.
4 p.m.
$23.50–$26

FROM THE FRONT ROW

Robin Pecknold, lead singer
of indie folk band Fleet Foxes,
performed Oct. 4 at the Chicago
Theatre, 175 N. State St.

aportalatin@columbiachronicle.com

arolina Panthers Quarterback Cam
Newton recently apologized for
sexist comments made to a female
reporter at an Oct. 4 press conference, but
even after doing so, some people still don’t
get why his comments were offensive and
uncalled for.
During the conference, Panthers beat
reporter for The Charlotte Observer
Jourdan Rodrigue asked Newton about
the route running of a receiver, to which he
responded, “It’s funny to hear a female talk
about routes.”
NFL spokesman Brian McCarthy
said in a statement the same day that the
organization didn’t support Newton’s
comments; yogurt company Dannon Oikos
announced they were ending their sponsorship of Newton Oct. 5 in response to his
comments; and Gatorade, which Newton
endorses, also released a statement condemning Newton’s remarks but did not
halt their partnership. After the intense
backlash from organizations and fans,
Newton apologized for his remarks in an
Oct. 5 video posted to his Twitter account.
Despite all the backlash, some individuals supported Newton’s comments, saying
they were blown out of proportion and
weren’t offensive because it was true that
most women do not know much about football. Whatever way you spin it, Newton’s
comments were out of line and should not
have been said.
Rodrigue is a reporter specifically hired
to write about football. To be surprised
that she is knowledgeable about the sport is
illogical because football is an integral part
of her job. As with any job, you are hired
with the understanding that you know
what you’re doing and are able to perform
well in that position. Imagine if someone
made those same comments to Newton as
a football player. It just doesn’t make any
sense to question someone’s professional
competence for no reason.
Even if Newton truly does believe
women are less likely to know about football, he didn’t have to make that known,
especially in front of Rodrigue’s peers and
thousands of nationwide viewers. Newton

Monday, Oct. 9

» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE
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LEAD. ENGAGE. SUPPORT.
BECOME A RESIDENT ASSISTANT
Inform•ational
Sessions:

Monday
th
9
er
ob
Oct
1-2 PM

Tuesday
October l 0 th
1-2 PM

Wednesday
th
11
er
ob
ct
O
3-4 PM

Thursday
October 12th
3-4 PM

Friday
October 13 th
3-4 PM

Located at Plymouth Court
731 South Plymouth Ct.
Applications will only be available
to those who attend an info session.

APPLICATIONS DUE: FRIDAY, October 27 th, BY NOON
Questions?
Contact Christie Lewis:
clewis@colum.edu

Columbia

COLLEGE C HICAGO

RESIDENCE

LIFE
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Tattoo shop owners offer $13 tattoos on Friday the 13th >> ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia

» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
ONCE OR TWICE a year on Friday
the 13th, tattoo parlors participate in an unofficial community
celebration and offer tattoos and
piercings for reduced prices. On
Oct. 13, tattoo parlors across Chicago will once again take part in
this time-honored tradition.
Specifics vary from shop to shop.
Hard Core Element Tattoo Shop,
3265 S. Archer Ave., will be open
from noon to midnight Oct. 13 to
offer customers a $13 tattoo of
their own design, provided it fits
within a 3-by-3 inch space and has
no more than two colors.
Most stores offer selections off
of tattoo flash sheets. Taylor Street
Tattoo, 1150 W. Taylor St., will hold
a 24-hour tattoo marathon and
offer pre-drawn designs, all of
which are in red and black ink in

addition to containing the number
“13” to commemorate the occasion.
These will cost $13, plus a $7 tip.
Twisted Tattoo Studio, 4168 N.
Elston Ave., will be open from 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. and will also offer
the chance to select a design from
a sheet of examples for $20.
“It’s more about the superstition, for sure,” said Fernando
Hernandez, owner and tattoo artist at Twisted Tattoo Studio. The
company’s designs for the event
include broken mirrors and black
cats with the number 13. “It goes
with the old folk tales and the old
superstition stories that we all
grew up with.”
Theories abound on how Friday
the 13th became associated with
bad luck. The late folklore historian Donald E. Dossey attributed
the superstition about the number 13 to a Norse myth in which a
dinner of 12 gods was interrupted

16 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 9, 2017

» PATRICK CASEY/CHRONICLE

Tattoo parlors offer special
prices for Friday the 13th

by a 13th guest, the mischievous
Loki, who convinced another god
to shoot his brother, according
to an Aug. 12, 2004, National
Geographic article.
Phillips Stevens, Jr., associate
professor of anthropology at the
University at Buffalo, traces the
number’s negative connotations
to the Christian Last Supper
story, during which Judas, who
ultimately betrayed Jesus, is
said to have arrived as the 13th
guest, according to a Feb. 9, 2004,
University at Buffalo press release .
Meanwhile, Friday was considered unlucky beginning in
medieval times as “Hangman’s
Day,” psychologist Stuart Vyse told
National Geographic in a Sept. 13,
2013, article.
This mix of bad luck and religious superstition is part of the
holiday’s appeal, Hernandez said.
The low cost could also entice anyone who always wanted a tattoo
but was intimidated by the price
tag, he added.
“[It’s] a good way of talking people into getting something,” he
said. “Sometimes it’s easier to get

people to get their first [tattoo] participate in what he called a
when they know it’s small and “tattoo holiday.”
Sullivan said he likes
when the price is so cheap.”
having
a story behind each
Brad Rearden, owner of Taylor
tattoo,
whether
that story be
Street Tattoo, agreed. “It’s a
a
personal
meaning
or an aesnovelty, it’s fun, it’s inexpensive
thetic
decision,
but
the
appeal
[and] it’s quick,” he said. “I know
of
a
Friday
the
13th
tattoo
is
sometimes people don’t have a lot
simply
the
tradition’s
place
in
of money to spend on tattoos.”
Theodore Sullivan, a fresh- tattoo culture.
“It symbolizes that you were
man cinema and television arts
there
on that date, participatmajor who has two tattoos, said
ing
in
that Friday the 13th
he plans on attending Twisted
event,”
Sullivan said.
Tattoo Studio’s event so he can
mmanier@columbiachronicle.com
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Coming together—International
festival highlights Latino experience

Eleven productions will be performed
to illustrate controversial issues such
as health, immigration and politics.

Salazar said she hopes the festival touches the audience with
stories from different cultures.
“[The festival] illustrates the
diversity of the Latino experience. When we illustrate
the Latino experience, we
can showcase it to a broader
audience,” Salazar said. “I
hope that the Chicago theater community embraces
and supports this festival [as
it] crosses over to the various
cultural groups in Chicago.”
kvilliesse@columbiachronicle.com

» PHOTOS KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

Noticing the limited representation of Latino voices, Carlos
Tortolero, president and founder of
the National Museum of Mexican
Art, wanted to contribute to the
festival and provide a platform
» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
to discuss health, immigration locations including the Victory for the Latino art community by
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
and political issues as well as to Gardens Theatre, 2433 N. Lincoln hosting the festival’s first perforcreate the first Chicago Interna- Ave., and the National Museum mance, “I, The Worst of All,” by
ARTISTS FROM COLOMBIA, Puerto
tional Latino Theater Festival.
of Mexican Art, 1852 W. 19th St. Iraida Tapias.
Rico, Mexico, Cuba, New York,
Beginning Sept. 29, the festi- Tickets are $15–$25 each.
“There is no large Latino theater
Los Angeles and Chicago are val is showcasing 11 productions
Myrna Salazar, Chicago Latino complex,” Tortolero said. “If we
coming together through Oct. 29 from the four countries at various Theater Alliance’s co-founder have a platform, we can show the
and executive director, started beauty of the Latino plays and also
the organization in October 2016, work to get a complex, so we can get
and her first long-term project for a theater of our own down the line.”
the organization was to create the
Salazar said the productions
festival. Salazar said the festival’s will be presented mainly in
purpose is to bring different coun- Spanish with English subtitles, so
tries together and embrace Latino everyone will be able to experience
culture through storytelling.
the festival.
“The organization aims to preBerenice Vargas, associate
serve and promote our cultural director of the Chicago Latino
heritage by fostering the best Theater Alliance, said most of
works of our Latino playwrights the productions are political to
and theater companies,” Salazar not only give representation but
said, “and by representing produc- reflect the nation’s current climate.
tions that speak of our narrative
“We just want to also represent
from the various Latino cultures our Latino voices, have a wider
that are a part of the tapestry of audience and for them to connect
Four countries came together to produce the first Chicago International Latino
to these experiences,” she said.
Theater Festival. From Sept. 29– Oct. 29, the festival is held at various locations. the Chicagoland area.”

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS

$1 American Beer
1/31/18

$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!

Wed 10/11 - Doom Country DJ Joe Vorteque

Sun 10/15 - DJ Phil features John Lennon
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applications that began with the
creation of a reactor known as
Chicago Pile-1.
TO COMMEMORATE THE world’s
The “Nuclear Thresholds”
first atomic reactor’s 75th anni- installation, created by UChicago
versary, the University of Chicago Arts and California-based firm
commissioned a temporary sculp- Ogrydziak Prillinger Architects,
ture installation at the original is made from synthetic rubber and
campus site and is marking the wraps around Moore’s sculpture.
occasion with a series of public It begins as a compact bench and
lectures and art events.
gradually unravels to rope-like,
Physicist Enrico Fermi and tangled strands.
colleagues orchestrated the first
The installation is a spot for
controlled, self-sustaining nuclear contemplation, said Christine
chain reaction Dec. 2, 1942, in a Mehring, leader of the lecture
lab at an abandoned squash court series and department chair
under the since-demolished Stagg and professor of Art History at
Field at 57th and Ellis streets, U of C. It is a piece about moving
now graced by Henry Moore’s from a state of order and control,
biomorphic bronze sculpture captured by the bench aspect, to
“Nuclear Energy.”
chaos, which you see in the tangles
The sculpture was dedicated 25 and unfurled strands, she said.
years later to mark the birth of a This reflects the nature of the
monumental power source with CP-1: controlled conditions of
military, industrial and medical nuclear fission.
» ALEXA RIXON
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

The installation sits outside
5265 S. Ellis Ave.
and will be viewable until Jan. 7, 2018.
Accompanying the project is a lecture series,
which leads up to
a day of artistic
events on the Dec.
2 anniversary.
Nuclear ener“It’s so vexing
gy’s discovery
and complicated
brought intense
that you almost
ambivalence and
can’t hold it in your
amazing scientific poshead.”
sibilities, Mehring said.
As a complement to the lecture
The arts are in a unique position
to reflect on this complex phenom- series, composer and U of C faculty
member Augusta Read Thomas
enon, she added.
“I cannot think of anything else composed a vocal exercise known
in the history of human civiliza- as a “vocalise” for soprano and
tion that brings benefits to civili- string quartet titled “Plea for
zation and its utter extinction so Peace,” which is scheduled to
closely together,” Mehring said. premiere Dec. 1.

$5 OFF ADMISSION
with this AD
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According to
The sculpture-bench installation
“Nuclear Thresholds” allows
Thomas, the piece has
bystanders to contemplate
no lyrics, and the vocalist
the complex phenomena
chants open vowels with
of the nuclear age.

a string quartet. Thomas
described it as an elegant
prayer and reflection.
The piece begins as
her reflection on CP-1
and then expands
into a general call
for world peace, she
said.
Using both art and
science, the university
sustains attention toward
the 1942 event throughout the fall,
said Bill Brown, U of C’s senior
adviser to the provost for Arts and
co-organizer of the series.
“We are hoping people learn
more about the science and the
history of the science,” Brown
said, “[and] learn more about
how deeply and passionately
engaged the arts have been
with this topic of nuclear
energy and nuclear power over
the course of decades since
the 1940s.”
arixon@columbiachronicle.com

Earliest nuclear reactor’s 75th
anniversary commemorated

» PHOTOS MONICA WESTLAKE/
CHRONICLE
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PIZZA....FOOTLONG SUBS.....SALADS

THIN CRUST 3.99 EA.

• cheese
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom,
green pepper, onion

PAN CRUST 4.49 EA.

• cheese
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom,
green pepper, onion

• cheese

STUFFED CRUST 4.99 EA.

• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• Italian sausage & pepperoni
• meaty: bacon ground beef,
Italian sausage, pepperoni,
roast beef

• spinach, mushroom, & onion
• spinach, mushroom
• art’s special: Italian sausage,
mushroom, green pepper,
onion

312-877-5335

727 S. State Street • Chicago, IL 60605
www.ARTOFPIZZAONSTATE.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11 AM!

Orders Taken As Early As 9:30 am• Last Order Taken 30 Minutes Before Closing
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Feature

‘With Our Pockets Full and
our Hearts Wide Open’
Locals offer relief for those affected by recent hurricane string

H

Photos by Photo Team
Design by Patrick Casey
Story by Mackenzie Crosson
» MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

chronicle@colum.edu

urricane Harvey hit Southeastern Texas Aug.
25, ravaging the state with record-breaking
flood levels and displacing tens of thousands
of residents. Then, Hurricane Irma crashed into the
Caribbean before striking Southern Florida Sept. 10,
destroying power lines and sending a flow of debris
through the streets. With a mere 10 days to recover
from Irma’s devastation, Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands were hit by the surging winds of Category 5
Hurricane Maria, which paralyzed the entire U.S.
territory with massive power outages and prevented
Chicagoans from contacting relatives in Puerto Rico.
It has been more than one month since Harvey’s
landfall in Texas, but relief efforts continue nationwide for those affected by all three natural disasters.
Here in Chicago, organizations such as the Puerto
Rican Agenda, businesses like Hamburger Mary’s
in Andersonville, and communities and individuals
have organized emergency relief fundraisers and
donation efforts to lend a helping hand to disaster
victims.
Some of these efforts have collected funds that will
be donated to larger relief organizations such as
the American Red Cross, while others have collected supplies such as bottled water and food to
assist communities in need.
All of these relief efforts show Chicago’s heart
for affected communities, and this ongoing support has brought the impact of distant disasters
closer to home.

1

» MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

20 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 9, 2017

2
» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE

Feature
» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

5
6

4

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

The Segundo Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center, 4046 W. Armitage Ave., reached capacity during The Puerto Rican Agenda’s
Sept. 22 emergency relief fundraiser for
victims of Hurricane Maria. The event included a silent auction, speakers, musical performances, food and a bar. “They
were hit hard, and they were hit twice,”
said Illinois Lt. Gov. Evelyn Sanguinetti.
“We need to get here with our pockets
full and our hearts wide open.”

2

A member of Arawak’Opia, the Bomba
dance group at the Segundo Ruiz Belvis
Cultural Center, performed at the Emergency Relief Fund for Hurricane Maria
Fundraiser Sept. 22.

3

Samantha De Jesus, 12, and brother Eddie De Jesus, 6, play in a corner of the
Segundo Belvis Ruiz Cultural Center.
Friends and family members from multiple generations gather Sept. 22 to provide emergency relief funding for Puerto
Rico after Hurricane Maria hit the island.

4

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

3

1

Brett Walker, 28, celebrates his birthday at D.S. Tequila, 3352 N. Halsted
St., Sept. 22 and collects donations for
hurricane victims. “I wanted to do something that would allow me to see my
friends but also contribute to the people
who have lost everything,” Walker said.

5

“These are donations from people in the
community,” said Jacqueline Baez, president of the Puerto Rican Cultural Association of Chicago. “We’re still collecting all the way through Oct. 21. We have
three distribution centers [in Puerto
Rico] and [more than] 6,000 volunteers
to help distribute all this stuff.”

6

Firefighters of the Central Stickney Fire
Protection District, 4951 Lotus Ave., held
a carwash Sept. 23 to raise funds for
the nonprofit Feeding America, helping
those affected by the hurricanes by providing food. The firefighters of Central
Stickney raised a total of $1,264.08 between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

7

Monica Beverly Hillz, a contestant from
season 5 of “RuPaul’s Drag Race,” collected money during “Dining with the
Divas” at Hamburger Mary’s, 5400 N.
Clark St. Sept. 21. All proceeds benefit
Hamburger Mary employees and owners
in locations affected by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.

7
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Rusty Young ‘Waitin’ for the Sun’ to come up

[Poco] did the last concert tour with Janis
Joplin before she died and hung out with [her]
in the Holiday Inn hotel room. I’ve had a really
NORMAN RUSSELL YOUNG, known as Rusty
full life experience in the music business. I
Young, knew he was destined to play got to meet George Harrison, play ping pong
music. A guitar player since childhood, with Harry Nilsson and Ringo Starr. There
Young inherited the musical gene, he said, are so many memories.
from his grandmother, who played piano
for silent films, and his grandfather, who What have you learned from working
played with bands in hotels. That legacy with Poco after so many years?
has allowed him to play music for 50 years. I had great people around me, besides the
Young is frontman, guitarist and guys in Poco, who taught me how to write and
co-founder of the West Coast country rock how to sing and how to be a part of the music
band Poco, which was nominated for a
Grammy in 1982 for “Feudin.” He also played
for American rock band Buffalo Springfield.
» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

Young released his debut solo album

Waitin’ For The Sun Sept. 15. Young will
perform with Poco Oct. 25 at City Winery,
1200 W. Randolph St. The Chronicle spoke
with Young about Poco and 50 years of music.

» COURTESY HENRY DILTZ

THE CHRONICLE: What has been the
best musical experience so far?
RUSTY YOUNG: Elton John opened for us
back in the in the ‘70s in Los Angeles; I played
on everybody’s record. I played between Jimi
Hendrix and the Chambers Brothers at the
Atlanta Pop Festival to a couple hundred
thousand people. I played with Eric Clapton.

business and survive [almost] 50 years. I’ve our bass player, took [Meisner’s] place. When
been lucky to have great people around me. “Crazy Love” hit in 1978 and sold a million
records, it was me singing and writing that
How did you begin Poco?
song, and then we had another hit, [“Rose of
I flew out to Los Angeles from Denver in 1968 Cimarron,”] that made Poco important. Over
to play on Buffalo Springfield’s Last Time the years as guys have joined and left the
Around record. Richie Furay and Jimmy band, I’ve been the guy who’s carried the flag.
Messina asked me to start a band together.
That’s when we started Poco. As the years What inspired Waitin’ for the Sun?
have gone by, people have come and gone. That title tune to this album is actually about
Poco should be the most famous band in the writing the album. Once I made up my mind
United States. Randy Meisner went on to that I was going to do it, I would get up at
form The Eagles and Timothy B. Schmidt, 4 a.m., and it would be pitch black, and I’d
grab my acoustic guitar, legal pad and pen
Rusty Young, frontman and co-founder of
and a cup of coffee. I’d go down to my studio,
Poco, released his solo debut album Waitin
which had panoramic windows that looked
for the Sun on Sept. 15 and will be performing Oct. 25 with Poco at City Winery, 1200
out over the forest and river, and I’d start
W. Randolph St.
writing when it was dark. I’d sit there until
I’d see the sun come up over the hills.
I’d work from about four in the morning until nine, and then I’d resume my
daily chores. I wrote [the title track]
“Waitin’ for the Sun,” because it’s exactly
that: “It’s just another morning waiting for the sun to shine, just can’t keep
my eyes closed, so many things on
my mind, waitin’ for the sun to shine.”
For the rest of this Q&A, visit
ColumbiaChronicle.com!

kvilliesse@columbiachronicle.com

audiofile

NOW PLAYING Remember me

Jams from dead musicians. R.I.P. Tom Petty

Listen to all the tracks at http://open.spotify.com/user/thecolumbiachronicle

» ALEX SWAN

» ERIC ELDRIDGE

COPY EDITOR
“No Scrubs”

Nujabes

“Kiss”

“Come As You Are”

Nirvana

“Hold On”

Janis Joplin

“Land of Confusion”

Genesis

“The Seeker”

The Who

Billie Holiday

“Breaking the Habit”

Linkin Park

“Pusherman”

Curtis Mayfield

Queen feat. David Bowie

“Perfect Day”

Lou Reed

Whitney Houston

“Me and Bobby McGee”
“Them There Eyes”
“Take It Easy”

AD & BUSINESS MANAGER

“Feather”

TLC

“The Greatest Love of All”

The Eagles

» ZOË HAWORTH

“Under Pressure”
» BLAISE MESA

ART DIRECTOR
Tom Petty

“Long Gone”

Chris Cornell

Jimi Hendrix

“Buffalo Soldier”

“Jailhouse Rock”

Elvis Presley

“Careless Whisper”

The Doors

“Ring of Fire”

Johnny Cash

“Dreaming of You”

The Velvet Underground

“Blue Velvet”

Bobby Vinton

“Roam”
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The B-52’s

“I Walk the Line”

John Lennon

CAMPUS REPORTER

“All Along the Watchtower”

“The End”

Prince

» TESSA BRUBAKER

METRO REPORTER

“Free Fallin’”

“Pale Blue Eyes”

» NOAH KELLY

WEBMASTER

Johnny Cash

“Everyday”
“Heart-Shaped Box”

Bob Marley & The Wailers
George Michael
Selena
Buddy Holly
Nirvana

arts & culture

ARE YOU THE NEXT MANIFEST CREATIVE DIRECTOR?
Are you looking for a job, exposure and the opportunity to build your body of work? If so, apply to
become the Creative Director of Manifest Urban Arts Festival 2018. Submit one or more pieces of
original work that can be used as the look, feel and identity of Manifest utilizing the prompt “OWN IT.”
Your design should convey Manifest as edgy, innovative, unique, diverse and ambitious while keeping
with the theme:
OWN IT.
A reminder. An affirmation. As Columbia grads you are empowered with the creativity, knowledge
and stewardship to take hold of this moment and charge towards a future you will make reality.
The chosen entry will win a year-long paid student worker position as the 2018 Manifest Creative
Director. Instructions, examples and additional information can be found at colum.edu/manifest.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 15TH

colum.edu/manifest
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BakedApple
» SAVANNAH EADENS
METRO REPORTER

Craving a fall-inspired breakfast for a
cozy morning? This baked apple
oatmeal is the perfect start to a crisp
October day and will give you enough
energy to power through midterms or
your busy week. It’s a quick dish that
will leave your apartment smelling like
home. To add a personal touch, use
hand-picked apples from your local
apple orchard or farmers market.

seadens@columbiachronicle.com

Oatmeal

ingredients
2 2/3 cups old-fashioned oats
1/2 cup raisins
4 cups milk
1/3 cup packed brown sugar
2 tablespoons butter or
margarine, melted
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 medium apples, chopped

steps

RECIPE
» SAMANTHA CONRAD AND KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE
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1. Heat oven to 350 degrees.
2. In a 2-quart casserole dish, mix oats, raisins, milk,
brown sugar, butter, cinnamon, salt and apples.
3. Bake uncovered 40 to 45 minutes, or until most
liquid is absorbed.
4. Serve and add apple slices to garnish.

arts & culture

FAKE SHORE DRIVE
10TH ANNIVERSARY
TEE GRIZZLEY
+SPECIAL GUESTS

PORTAGE
THEATER

NOV

04
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our staff’s
top 5 picks:

“SURVIVOR”
SEASONS

STRANGELY
MELANCHOLY
SONGS

» LAUREN CARLTON
COPY CHIEF

» JAY BERGHUIS
COPY EDITOR

» ALEX SWAN
COPY EDITOR

“You’ve got your demons, and darling
they all look like me”:

Season 16, “Micronesia: Fans vs.
Favorites”:

“You Light Up My Life” by Debby
Boone:

This lyric is from the song “Sad Beautiful Tragic” on Swift’s album Red. It’s
different from most of hers because it
resembles a five-stanza poem instead of a
traditional song. This track about losing a
relationship is like nothing you’ve heard
before.

Season 16 contained the most powerful
all-female alliance in the show’s history: the Black Widow Brigade, which
mastered savage, cutthroat gameplay to
dominate the season.

Although lyrically pleasant, something
about this song’s orchestral arrangement
is off-putting to me. It opens with soft
piano that falls like tears onto a page as
horns and wistful violins gradually back
Boone’s plaintive voice, and each crescendo resembles a bubbling sob.

“These hands had to let it go free, and
this love came back to me”:

This was easily the most unpredictable
“Survivor” cast to date. With players’ antics deliberately creating chaos, “Cagayan” earned its place in the “Survivor” hall
of fame.

TAYLOR SWIFT
LYRICS

Column:
Not your
average playoffs
» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO EDITOR

A

jmurray@columbiachronicle.com

New York Yankees vs.
Philadelphia Phillies World
Series? Snooze. Any World
Series involving the San Francisco
Giants? I’ll pass on that one, and thankfully with the teams involved in the
2017 MLB playoffs, fans can, too.
The teams in MLB’s 2017 postseason are not the ones fans have grown
accustomed to over the years. Only 13
other teams have participated in the
World Series in the last 10 years. This
year, nine of those teams didn’t make
the playoffs. It’s not your parents’ teams
winning anymore.
This is due to the young, emerging
talent from teams that are not used to
being in this position. Many are former
dud teams that got higher-up draft
picks, which gave them phenomenal
players, but it’s something greater than
that too.
The teams involved in this year’s playoffs are the Boston Red Sox, Houston
Astros, New York Yankees, Cleveland
Indians, Chicago Cubs, Washington
Nationals, Los Angeles Dodgers and
Arizona Diamondbacks. These teams
are hungry for a win and the icy feeling
of champagne showers that most of
them have only been able to experience
through SportsCenter highlights.
The Cleveland Indians—the
number one seed in the American
League—are favored to be in the
World Series again. If they win, that
means the two teams who have had
the longest championship droughts,
the Indians and Cubs, would win in
consecutive years.
This 2017 postseason is finally
the refreshing revival the league has
desperately needed.
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Written for all the hopeless romantics
out there, “This Love” from her album
1989 tells the story of lovers who had to
go their separate ways; although, they try
to move on with other people, in the end,
they find their way back to each other.
“I’ll feel you forget me like I used to
feel you breathe”:
Swift’s album Speak Now is full of memorable lyrics, but this one from “Last Kiss”
sticks out. This song is for the person you
thought would stay with you forever and
you’d never have to kiss for the last time.
“I can’t say ‘hello’ to you and risk
another goodbye”:
This lyric is from the song “I Almost Do,”
another from Red. When all you want
to do is call up the person you miss but
know you can’t, this song will remind
you why you shouldn’t and give you the
strength to put the phone down.
“I’ve never heard silence quite this
loud”:
This song, also from Speak Now and titled
“Story of Us,” is for when you are in a
relationship but feel like you are standing
on the outside watching it fall apart.

Season 28, “Cagayan: Brawn vs.
Brains vs. Beauty”:

Season 31, “Cambodia: Second
Chance”:
Season 31 featured the most iconic
Hidden Immunity Idol play in “Survivor” history, which sent a massive threat
packing with only three votes against him
in a twelve-person tribal council.
Season 26, “Caramoan: Fans vs.
Favorites”:
Season 26 marks a shift in gameplay
from challenge performance and survival
skills to a more subtle, under-the-radar
strategic style, exemplified by its winner,
one of only two to complete a highly-coveted “perfect game.”
Season 27, “Blood vs. Water”:
The twist of returning players competing
against their loved ones promised to provide heartbreaking scenes and unforgettable moments. It delivered. One contestant voted out her mother, and a jury
member gave a speech—“The Wicked
Stepmother” speech—that lives in infamy
to this day. I cried more than once.

“Diamonds” by Rihanna:
Co-written by Sia, it’s no surprise this
seemingly motivational love song has a
gloomy undercurrent. Rihanna’s message
of staying true to one’s self in a relationship gives way to uneasy apprehension.
One can’t help but worry these stars shining their brightest are fated to die soon.
“San Francisco” by Scott McKenzie:
The chimes and simplistic writing of this
anthem for 1960s counterculture recall
sleepy childhood memories. The eeriness
is emphasized further by McKenzie’s
smooth, high register and the noticeable
reverb. It’s one of the most innocent
songs I’ve ever heard.
“Hey There Delilah” by Plain
White T’s:
I used to hate this song because of how
one-sided it is, but who can honestly say
they didn’t do this? The singer promises
this girl that he’ll make history and be
with her forever, but we all know how
long distances can affect relationships.
“Here Comes the Sun” by The Beatles:
George Harrison’s repeated use of winter
imagery, ice slowly melting, is a beautiful contrast to the cheerful sunshine, an
instant reminder of how we usually feel
when depressed: frozen and isolated.

arts & culture

SCALE

MUSIC

VIDEO

VIRAL

RANDOM

GORILLAZ LIVE IN
SEATTLE

‘BUZZFEED:
UNSOLVED’ FINALE

‘BIG WATER,
OCEAN WATER’ MEME

AS SEEN ON TV
COMMERCIALS

» MONICA WESTLAKE
PHOTO EDITOR

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR

» ALEX SWAN
COPY EDITOR

» PATRICK CASEY
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

My first real concert experience was
Gorillaz my freshman year of high school,
so of course I flew back home to Seattle
just to see the band again on Sept. 30.
Opening with “M1A1,” a great but lesser-known song, was an excellent choice.
The band played a suitable mix of songs
from its latest album, Humanz, released
April 28, and previous albums. The concert, led by band member Damon Albarn,
was fantastic. It was definitely worth the
quick trip back home.

The popular series “BuzzFeed: Unsolved”
released its second season finale titled
“The Suspicious Assassination of JFK”
Sept. 29. The first season was incredibly
fun, educational and worth the 20 minutes of watch time. However, the second
season took a massive nosedive. Every
episode was about a true crime case
everyone has heard about, especially the
finale. Hopefully, the third season doesn’t
cover unsolved cases I learned about in
elementary school.

This meme perfectly represents the
uproar of bemused and irate laughter
directed toward President Donald
Trump’s latest terminology. What was
most striking about his “big water, ocean
water” description of Puerto Rico was
how he seemed to be condescending to
the entire country, including his supporters. Also, he was supposed to be giving a
speech on the progress of providing hurricane relief to Puerto Rico, which makes it
even more insulting.

We have all seen those “new and
improved” products on television, right?
The ones showcasing new accessories to
make our everyday lives easier? The way
they show those black and white scenes
of someone using an ordinary product
so awkwardly and illogically makes me
cringe so hard I feel like ripping my teeth
out. Commercials trying to show how bad
products work in the hands of the average
person can make the commercial a complete and utter joke.

MUSIC

VIDEO

VIRAL

RANDOM

WOLF ALICE’S
‘VISIONS OF A LIFE’

‘BOB’S BURGERS’
SEASON 8 PREMIERE

BUZZFEED
REPOSTS

KOMBUCHA ROOM

» JAY BERGHUIS
COPY EDITOR

» SAMANTHA CONRAD
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

BuzzFeed has continued its awful
tradition of reposting original content
from individuals or other publishers to
its website. This week, it used one of my
friend’s tweets in the list “15 Common
Words You Probably Didn’t Realize You’ve
Been Pronouncing Incorrectly.” Even
though Buzzfeed credits the posters, it
makes me angry that it profits from jokes
and commentary that their writers—if
you can even call compiling lists of tweets
‘writing’—can’t come up with. Stealing
intellectual property is not cool.

The Kombucha Room, 2355 N. Milwaukee
Ave., is every kombucha lover’s dream.
Kombucha is a probiotic fermented tea
that tastes awesome and has a plethora of
health benefits. There are two varieties of
kombucha, including a special pumpkin
spice flavor for the fall. The space is minimalistic and beautiful: the perfect place
to kick back and relax with a glass and
enjoy the health benefits. Put a healthy
spin on going to the “bar” with your
friends and head on over to the Kombucha
Room instead.

» KEVIN TIONGSON
SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

Visions Of A Life by Wolf Alice, released
Sept. 29, is an album full of fuzzy, distorted goodness and double-tracked
vocals that really grabs hold of your brain
and gives it a gentle shake. The band’s
first single from the album, “Yuk Food,”
sung beautifully by lead vocalist Ellie
Rowsell, has an uncompromised intensity I haven’t heard before. “Beautifully
Unconventional” is probably the most
approachable song from the record, a bit
more pop but constantly reminding you
it’s not as bubbly as it seems.

» MICHA THURSTON
SENIOR MARKETING CONSULTANT

The eighth season of Fox’s “Bob’s Burgers”
premiered Oct. 1. The episode included
the usual Belcher family antics, but
this episode had a different look. “Bob’s
Burgers” creator Loren Bouchard allowed
fans to submit their own fan art, creating a completely fan-drawn episode. I
expected the different style to be distracting, but it was a pretty fun experience to
see the characters in a different form and
imagined by other people. About five minutes in, I was too engaged to even notice
any differences.
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After Las Vegas shooting, social
media can provide support

O

n the night of Oct. 1, a gunman
opened fire during a country
music festival in Las Vegas.
The gunman took 58 lives and left
hundreds of people physically injured
and emotionally traumatized.
On the morning of Oct. 2, people far
from Las Vegas went through their regular

America’s deadliest mass shooting. For
those who found television news too
upsetting to watch, the trending stories
on Facebook, Twitter and other social
media sites left no opportunity to escape
the reports coming from Las Vegas.
In this digital age, we cannot escape
tragic news. The world is too connected

In this digital age, we cannot escape
the news of a tragedy.
early Monday routines and were bombarded across media platforms by violent
images from the massacre broadcast as

by a variety of social media platforms to
make ignoring what happens around us an
option. Although information accessibility

US has duty to Puerto Rico
after Hurricane Maria

P

uerto Rico is struggling with
the aftermath of a violent hurricane, a debilitating debt crisis
and a long history as a colonized community. Moreover, Puerto Ricans are
barely acknowledged as U.S. citizens.
Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto
Rico on Sept. 20. Massive flooding caused
extensive damage and evacuations, and
the storm’s powerful winds flattened
buildings. Aid couldn’t reach victims
because of limited gasoline and blocked
roads. Puerto Rico faces years of rebuilding, and for the island’s residents, it will
be a long journey to regain normalcy.
Rebuilding in a debt crisis is even more
difficult. The island is $72 billion in debt
because of decades of ill-considered
bond issues encouraged by the American
government and Wall Street. Because of
the island’s U.S. commonwealth status,
Puerto Rico is not eligible for one of the
only resources that can bring economic
relief: Chapter 9 bankruptcy, which

gives municipalities the ability to reduce
or eliminate debt owed to creditors.
However, it has enacted a similar
form of relief—the May 2016 Puerto Rico
Oversight, Management and Economic
Stability Act—that allows the territory
to pare down its obligations to residents,
such as pensions and construction proj-

EDITORIAL
allows us to live more informed lives, what
we do with the information is important.
Only hours after innocent people
were gunned down, misinformation
from internet hoaxes and politicized
fake news streamed through Twitter.
A far-right site, Gateway Pundit, posted
a fallacy-ridden article misidentifying the
shooter and claimed the gunman was “a
Democrat who liked Rachel Maddow” and
part of an anti-Trump army. Multiple
users on sites like Twitter falsely claimed
their loved ones were in Las Vegas at
the time of the shooting and were missing. On Oct. 2, Buzzfeed began listing
the internet hoaxes appearing after the
shooting, updating the list during the
day. As of press time, 20 stories or posts
with false information were reported.
It’s not fair to cast social media as a
dark landscape that breeds cynicism and
misinformation. When news broke of
the shooting in Las Vegas and became a
criticism of the federal government for it
to send sufficient aid to the island. The
administration temporarily waived the
Jones Act on Sept. 28, which barred nonU.S. import vessels from entering Puerto
Rico, to make delivering needed aid easier,
but one good act does not absolve Trump
from his name calling and victim blaming.
Trump called the mayor of San Juan,
who waded through flood waters to help
residents, a weak leader and a “nasty”
woman and stated Puerto Rican officials “want everything to be done for
them” in a thread of antagonistic tweets

Puerto Ricans can fight in America’s
wars but cannot have a voice for the island in Washington, D.C.
ects while coaxing its creditors to restructure their debt. Before Hurricane Maria,
Puerto Rico’s infrastructure was already
crumbling, and the storm will further
delay any improvements on the island.
President Donald Trump’s disrespect
for Puerto Ricans makes recovery even
more daunting. It took six days and heavy

from Sept. 30, instead of listening to
the people’s pleas. Before the moment
he threw rolls of paper towels into a
crowd during a televised visit to the
island, the president’s lack of decency
was already on display when he compared Hurricane Maria to Hurricane
Katrina and stated Puerto Ricans

trending story, social media allowed people
to check on their loved ones. Facebook’s
check-in feature, which allows users
near areas affected by an emergency to
quickly give friends updates on their
safety, is such a mechanism, lending
reassurance after a disaster or tragedy.
Twitter performs a similar function.
Ideally, this is how social media should
be used after tragedies like this. The
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino, the
location of the gunman’s attack, used the
resort’s Facebook page to comfort the
nation by relaying news of the availability
of crisis counselors and help hotlines and
by sending a message of support that many
needed to hear in the devastating aftermath.
Social media gives us a choice in how we
respond to tragedies: We can choose to do
harm in the form of fake news stories in the
name of political divisiveness or unsympathetic internet hoaxes, or we can choose to
use this technology to heal after tragedy.
EDITORIAL
should be proud that only 16 people had
lost their lives because of the storm.
However, the problems Puerto Ricans
face predate the Trump administration
in the form of a long history of U.S. colonialism and indifference. The island
remains a U.S. territory, giving Puerto
Ricans U.S. citizenship without the
right to vote in presidential elections
or have full voting representation in
Congress. Puerto Ricans can fight in
America’s wars but cannot have a voting
voice for the island in Washington, D.C.
On June 11, Puerto Rico held a referendum in which an overwhelming 97 percent of voters supported U.S. statehood
for the island. Congress has the final decision, yet refuses to consider whether to
grant statehood. The mainland is content
with Puerto Rico remaining a territory
instead of a state so its financial obligations to Wall Street remain on the books.
Puerto Ricans deserve to be treated
as more than America’s afterthought.
They are Americans who have made an
important contribution to the country
and are a vital part of it. If America
wants to see a better Puerto Rico free of
suffering, then it must be a national effort
where responsibility is equally shared.
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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» BLAISE MESA
METRO REPORTER

A

» SAMANTHA CONRAD/CHRONICLE

security breach at Equifax—one
of the major consumer credit
reporting agencies in the
country—could make some students
the perfect targets for identity theft.
Hackers may have access to students’
sensitive information without students
realizing how vulnerable they are.
From May 13 through July 30,
Equifax’s servers were hacked, and
personal information—such as
driver’s license and credit
card numbers—was leaked to
hackers. Originally 143 million people were affected,
but an Oct. 2 Equifax press
release stated that another
2.5 million people appeared
to be affected. Liabilities of
the impacted parties will
exceed $1 billion, and a
Sept. 28 mayoral
press release
announced

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR

Mental illness cannot be immediate
reasoning when tragedy strikes

A

fter Stephen Paddock opened
fire on thousands of fans at an
Oct. 1 country music festival,
killing 58 people and injuring hundreds,
many speculated whether Paddock had
been diagnosed with a mental illness.
This kind of speculation is expected
considering society’s ignorance about
mental health. We all want to know how
someone could aim from the 32nd floor of
a Las Vegas hotel and commit the largest
mass murder in modern U.S. history.
As a wealthy, white, 64-year-old man
who gambled, Paddock doesn’t fit white
America’s definition of a terrorist, so many
in our society, including our lawmakers,
seem quick to assume he must have a
mental illness.
However, there have been no reports as
of press time of Paddock being diagnosed
with a mental illness, other than being
prescribed anti-anxiety medication in
June. Anxiety can be debilatating, but
40 million adults aged 18 and older suffer
from it, according to the Anxiety and
Depression Assocation of America. It is
unfair to the victims and those who live
with a mental illness to justify Paddock’s
actions because of a common prescription.
Even a discovery of a serious mental
illness diagnosis would not necessarily
be a motive for his actions. According to
MentalHealth.gov, a U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services website,
only 3 to 5 percent of violent acts can be
attributed to people living with a serious
mental illness.
A serious mental illness is defined by
the National Institute of Mental Health as
a mental, behavioral or emotional disorder
that results in serious functional impairment and substantially interferes with
or limits one or more major life activities.
According to the same source, only 4 percent of U.S. adults aged 18 and over in 2015
were diagnosed with a serious mental
illness, such as schizophrenia.
Mental illnesses are manageable—both
severe and not—and millions of people
go through their daily lives without committing violent acts such as this. There is

a severe lack of positive representation of
people with mental illness and if they only
receive global attention when devastating,
horrific acts happen, it will further alienate them from society.
“One of the things we’ve learned from
these shootings is often underneath this
is a diagnosis of mental illness,” House
Speaker Paul Ryan said in an Oct. 3 press
conference just days after the shooting. At
this point, there were still no reports that
Paddock was ever diagnosed.
Ryan added in the press conference
that mental health reform is crucial to
understanding tragedies like the Las
Vegas shooting and preventing them from
happening again. However, there was no
mention of gun control laws, and when
asked if it was a mistake to make it easier
for mentally ill people to get a gun, Ryan
reportedly paused and then moved on.
The question referred to a law
passed Feb. 15 nixing a Social Security
Administration regulation that would have
put the names of disability recipients with
serious mental illnesses into the FBI background check database for gun buyers.
We cannot deny that those diagnosed
with a mental illness are capable of
committing violent acts, and with more
access to guns, it could become more
commonplace. However, people who
do not have a mental illness are just as
capable of committing such crimes. It’s
time to stop assuming mental health
is to blame if an act is incomprehensible or doesn’t fit an agenda. Everyday
people can commit the most heinous of
crimes. Americans, of all people, should
know this by now.
bpawlingsstennett@columbiachronicle.com

Equifax breach
is a wake-up
call for students

bmesa@columbiachronicle.com

COMMENTARY

the city of Chicago will file a
lawsuit against Equifax.
Despite the publicity and turmoil, many college students have
no idea how this issue could affect
them. A 2016 Equifax report shows
that only 258 out of 600 college students between ages 18–24 surveyed
checked their credit scores, which
can alert them to identity theft that
can cause their scores to drop.
It’s no secret that a lot of students
are deep in debt, and 2016 graduates
left college with an average $37,172
in student loan debts, according
to student loan expert Mark
Kantrowitz. With little money to
their name and not many financial
prospects, college students seem like
unlikely targets for identity fraud.
Nevertheless, young adults are the
one of the most targeted age groups
for identity theft and are usually the
most vulnerable. Javelin Strategy and
Research found in a survey of 5,000
adults that students over 18 were three
times more likely to be victims of identity fraud than any other demographic.
If hackers have access to an
individual’s personal information,
they have multiple ways to ruin
someone’s life, and that could be
devastating for college students who
don’t have much to fall back on.
It’s important for college students
to understand that identity thieves
target people for their information, not for their money.
Identity thieves can open
bank accounts or take out
loans in their name. In a 2014
report by the Federal Trade
Commission based on about
2.5 million complaints it
received, 38.7 percent of
information obtained
through identity fraud
was used for access
to government documents and benefits
while only 17.4
percent of the information was used
for credit card fraud.
A damaged credit history can take years to
repair. The Equifax breach
could be devastating to
a young adult, and it’s
time that something is
done about it. All students
would ever have to do is
check their credit, which
could prevent them from
a lifetime of debilitating
financial problems.
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Following a string of alleged sexual assaults against women walking with children the North Side, community member Jocelyn Costlow organized the Oct. 5 Walk Strong march. Costlow also held a march the
morning of Sept. 29.

» SAVANNAH EADENS
METRO REPORTER

STAY-AT-HOME MOTHER JOCELYN Costlow
was walking her six-month-old son in a
stroller in Lincoln Square Aug. 14 when
she was allegedly sexually assaulted by an
unknown man.
Local women have reported a string of
similar assaults throughout September in
the North Side neighborhoods of the 19th,
20th and 24th police districts. In response,
Costlow organized an Oct. 5 march to bring
attention to the crimes and lack of education about what to do when confronted with
sexual assault.
“I felt like my [police] report went unnoticed, and I wish it would’ve been able to
help so those women would not have had to
go through the same thing,” Costlow said. “I
refuse to be a victim or let something negative have that much control or power over
me ... so I wanted to turn it into a positive
conversation. If my report didn’t stop this,
maybe doing something to create more
awareness will.”
Costlow said she felt women were being
targeted because they are vulnerable when
walking alone, slowly with their children
during midday.

an easy way to dismiss it because it is something that they don’t want to deal with. I
understand law enforcement has a lot to
deal with, but shouldn’t we feel safe walking
around our communities?”
Jim Poole, Ald. Ameya Pawar’s (47th
According to the latest crime statistics Ward) chief of staff, said there is cityfrom the Chicago Police Department’s data wide confusion about whether to call
portal, there have been 12 reported sexual non-emergency 311 or 911 when crimes like
assaults in the 19th District over the last 28 these happen.
days, a 47 percent increase from last year.
“We sent out our weekly e-newsletter to
“If all moms in Lincoln Square are afraid about 14,000 email addresses in the ward,”
to push their kids in strollers and afraid of Poole said. “There was also a CAPS meeting
bikes going by, that’s a problem,” Costlow to talk about it. For crimes like this, people
said. “I don’t leave the house as often and need to call 911. Eyes on the street are critwhen I do, I drive. Being scared and not feel- ical, and we want people to be aware of it
ing confident to leave my house is not minor.” and keep their eyes out for people who meet
Costlow said she wants to see the alder- the description.”
men or police offices create an FAQ sheet
Megan Blomquist, director of education
about sexual assault and distribute it and training at Rape Victim Advocates in
throughout the neighborhoods.
The first community alert on sexual
assault was issued Sept. 17 by the District
19 Chicago Alternative Policing Strategy
Office. The alert was updated Sept. 27 to
note that more recently “the offender, while
riding on a bicycle, inappropriately touched
victims as he [rode] past.”
Amanda Urteaga of Albany Park and Julie
Wigstone of Ravenswood attended the Oct.
5 march. Both are mothers who said these
incidents inflict psychological trauma and
should be taken more seriously as assault.
“Most women have gone through this
gathered in Welles Park Oct. 5 for the
at some point in their life,” Urteaga said. Families
Walk Strong march to bring awareness to recent
“Saying it is inappropriate touching is just sexual assault reports in the neighborhood.

Chicago, said it is important to hold offenders accountable for their crimes.
“We need to take it seriously, not minimize
the situation,” she said. “[Holding offenders
accountable] can keep more incidents from
happening. Once a sexual assault happened
but it doesn’t go through the legal system,
[allowing for] no repercussions, or the community doesn’t take it seriously—it becomes
more allowable.”
According to a 2015 National Crime
Victimization Survey, only 344 out of every
1,000 sexual assaults are reported to police.
Costlow said after she led the walk, a “disturbing amount” of individuals in the North
Side neighborhoods shared their stories of
similar assaults.
“Even when it happened to me, my first
thought was that I shouldn’t have been wearing a dress,” Costlow said. “I absolutely have
every right to wear a dress on an August
day in Chicago—I think a lot of women have
those thoughts and that has to do with society and how we live.”
Blomquist said assault victims do not control the circumstances of their attack,
so what they are wearing at the time of
the incident is irrelevant.
“Thinking about what people could’ve,
would’ve or should’ve done differently
is a very natural response to incidents
of violence and incidents that are outside of our control,” Blomquist said. “As
humans, we want to control the situation and feel like there is something
we could’ve done to prevent it or stop it.
seadens@columbiachronicle.com

Sexual assaults on North
Side raise safety questions
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Media literacy courses
needed now more than ever

W
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study. It analyzed more than 7,800 middle
school, high school and college students
across 12 states and concluded the majority were “duped by sponsored content and
don’t always recognize political bias of
social messages.”
These tools are needed more than ever
in light of recent revelations. Twitter
representatives revealed to Congress that
they found approximately 200 accounts
in its system linked to the same Russian
groups that bought $100,000 worth of ads
on Facebook to plant political unrest and
manipulate the nation’s 2016 presidential
election, according to a Sept. 28 USA
Today article.
Unfortunately, instead of exploring
different ways to adjust school curricula
for the digital age, the U.S. Department
of Education is focused on pushing the
“school choice” narrative. Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos announced a
$253 million grant Sept. 28 for charter
schools, which are allowed to create their
own curricula.
Needless to say, the current White
House administration isn’t interested in
expanding media and news literacy but
rather in dismantling any federal
presence in education policy, so it’s as
rare as possible.
State and local officials, along with
local advocacy groups, need to push
for policies requiring media literacy
courses in all levels of education. Start
at middle school and continue through
high school and college; it’s essential
to keeping our democracy and preventing the union from splintering
more than it already has.

ebradach@columbiachronicle.com

hile many panicked after news
broke about the largest mass
shooting in modern U.S. history and desperately tried to reach loved
ones to find out if they were safe, others
seized the opportunity to unleash a fakenews barrage on social media. Some mistook hoaxes as fact, illustrating the need
for media literacy courses.
Stephen Paddock opened fire during an
Oct. 1 country music festival in Las Vegas.
He killed 58 individuals and left hundreds
physically injured as of press time. The
next morning, many Americans read
news site stories, such as that Paddock
was an anti-Trump liberal who watched
Rachel Maddow on MSNBC or that the
FBI had linked him to ISIS. These stories
dominated Google’s “top stories” and were
shared throughout Facebook, but they
were all false, according to an Oct. 2 New
York Times article.
As of press time, Paddock’s motives
are still unknown and law enforcement’s
investigation is ongoing.
While media literacy education has
grown at the collegiate level, efforts to
introduce it at an earlier age should be doubled, considering the easy access and volume of news shared through social media
such as Twitter and Facebook. Gone are
the days of society’s reliance on local newspapers and NBC, ABC and CBS affiliates.
Media literacy is defined as the ability
to access, analyze, evaluate, create and act
using all media platforms and being able
to adapt to its ever-changing environment,
according to the National Association for
Media Literacy Education.
News literacy is a type of media literacy
that teaches consumers to test and judge
news veracity—a skill painfully needed on
the internet. According to a Sept. 7 Pew
Research Center study, younger people get
their news predominantly online, which
leaves them vulnerable to fake news sites.
The nation’s educational system needs to
acknowledge this.
Despite millennials’ tech savviness,
they lack media literacy, according to
a November 2016 Stanford University
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Peterson Park’s Hannah G. Solomon Elementary School, 6206 N. Hamlin Ave.,
serves 360 students who speak more than 40 languages among them.

» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO EDITOR
TWO CHICAGO PUBLIC elementary
schools on opposite sides of the
city have recently been honored
for excellence by the U.S. Department of Education.

A 2017 National Blue Ribbon
School award was granted to
Hannah G. Solomon Elementary,
6206 N. Hamlin Ave., and Edgar
Allan Poe Classical School, 10538
S. Langley Ave. These schools are
two out of only 16 public schools in
the state and 342 overall schools

Edgar Allan Poe Classical School, 10538 S. Langley Ave., in Pullman is the “best kept secret on the South Side,” according
to Principal Eric Dockery.

nationwide to receive this award.
Both Solomon’s and Poe’s honors are in the “Exemplary High
Performing Schools” category
for testing in the top 15 percent
in Illinois, according to a Sept. 28
press release from the Chicago
Public Schools.

“[The awards recognize] that
everybody’s getting educated
[well] in that school, and that
the school personnel have pulled
together with the community and
families to help the school improve
the work it’s doing with their
children,” said Marie Donovan,

associate professor of Teacher
Education at DePaul University.
Solomon is a K–8 neighborhood school serving about 360
students on the Northwest
Side with the majority living
within four to five blocks of the
school. Despite the Peterson
SEE CPS, PAGE 38

Two CPS schools recognized
nationally for high performance
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Welcome BaCk
COMMUNITY AMENITIES
Club, game & Media Rooms
Café With Free Single-Serve Coffee Maker
Tech Hub – Quickly Connect Online &
Enjoy Free Printing
Lounge Areas | Study Lounge | Highspeed internet & wi-Fi 24-Hour Fitness
Center with Cardio & weights

outdoor Terraces with gas grills, Fire
Pit, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace & Large
screen TV
Sky Lounge & Terrace with Panoramic
Views of the Chicago Skyline
Indoor Bike Storage & Repair Station
ground Floor Retail
24-Hour Emergency Maintenance/
Management Secure Parcel Delivery Area
at Main Lobby Controlled Building Access

APARTMENT AMENITIES
Modern, Fully Furnished Units with
Floor to Ceiling windows
Each Bedroom Has it’s own Bathroom
Luxury Finishes Including Quartz
Countertops & stainless steel appliances
Washer & Dryer In Unit
Flat Screen 40” HDTV with Robust
Cable/Internet Package
Gear Wall | Walk In Closets

Now LEasiNg
30 EAST BALBO AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60605 | 331-256-5131
www.30EastApts.com | For more info text 30EAST to 47464

@30Eastapts
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NEW DONATIONS AND more funding
for Chicago’s youth services will
help brighten the city’s future,
according to local youth mentoring experts, and the money is
slowly flowing in and expanding
youth programs.

Youth Guidance’s Becoming a
Man program has expanded to
16 more Chicago Public Schools
on the Southwest Side with the
help of donations from Exelon, a
Fortune-100 energy company; Get
In Chicago, a community advocacy
group against violence; Peoples
Gas, a utility company; and rideshare service Uber, according to a

Sept. 22 press release from Mayor
Rahm Emanuel.
The city is making strides
toward reaching its universal
mentoring goal by 2018. These
donations will help the city reach
an additional 2,000 youths by this
fall, the press release adds.
So far, the city has helped 90
percent of its goal of mentoring
7,200 at-risk youth by next year—
half of whom will be reached
through Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s
Mentoring Initiative, which was
announced in his 2016 Public
Safety Address, as reported Sept.
26, 2016, by The Chronicle.
However, greater resources are
needed, said Jaleel Abdul-Adil,
co-director of the Urban Youth
Trauma Center, adding, “The
city is under siege. Clearly the
resources we have are insufficient,
or they could be used in a more
impactful way.”

ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR ROOMMATES?
RENT OUT SOUTH
LOOP CLUBHOUSE!
STUDIOS STARTING AT $900/MONTH
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT

CONGRESS

HARRISON

clubhousestudios@comcast.net
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Groups such as Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Metropolitan Chicago
and Urban Youth Trauma Center
use a combination of prevention
and intervention methods, such as
bringing in mentors and speakers
who can connect to the children
on a personal level.
Despite the newly acquired
funding, accessibility to mentors
in Chicago is still challenging
because programs lack sufficient volunteers. Some groups
like Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Metropolitan Chicago—one of the
largest youth mentoring groups in
the city—had to create a waitlist
due to high enrollment numbers
of “littles,” according to Kristine
Brown, the group’s marketing and
communications manager
“As we grow [and] continue to
serve more children in more highrisk areas, we find that the need
is even greater in those areas,”
Brown said.
According to May 2015 research
from the University of Chicago
Crime Lab, youth mentorship
has been effective in increasing
graduation rates and reducing

violence in the city. The research
also found that Youth Guidance’s
Becoming a Man program has
reduced arrests for violent crime
by up to 50 percent.
“[We] try to change norms
around violence,” Abdul-Adil said.
“We [need to] stop thinking that
[violence is] OK or the way it is.”
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Metropolitan Chicago is trying
to cut down its waitlist to pair
more young adults with mentors. According to a yearly report
by Public/Private Ventures, a
Philadelphia-based research
organization, 52 percent of at-risk
youth surveyed said after being a
part of the Big Brothers Big Sisters
program, they were less likely to
skip school, and 46 percent
said they were less likely to
abuse illegal drugs.
“[The kids] can’t envision
a life that exists outside of
where they are currently,”
Brown said, “or a life outside
the streets that may be in a
professional corporate office
or a university unless someone
takes them there.”

bmesa@columbiachronicle.com

Chicago moves closer to
citywide youth mentoring
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» SAVANNAH EADENS
METRO REPORTER
IN HONOR OF Suicide Awareness Month, the Chicago Police
Department
—which has the
nation’s highest suicide rates—
released a video on its Facebook
page Sept. 29 showing the on-thejob pressures police officers face.
The “You Are Not Alone” video
highlights an officer struggling
with the stress of civil lawsuits,
police-involved shootings and his
personal life.
Officer Michael Carroll in the
CPD News Affairs Office said the
goal is to increase officer awareness of mental health resources.
“Every officer is different [and]
has their own reasons for why
they may not seek help, so this is
just to push the officers and [let
them know] there is help,” Carroll
said. “The last thing we want [is
for] officers to take their own life.”

The U.S. Department of Justice
report on CPD released in January
2017 revealed almost 30 suicides
per 100,000 department members, 60 percent higher than the
national average.
Retired Chicago Police Officer
Ron Rufo worked for CPD’s
Employee Assistance Program

for more than 13 years and was
a peer counselor on call to sites
where officers were injured, killed
or attempted suicide. While working for CPD, he wrote a book titled
“Police Suicide: Is Police Culture
Killing Our Officers?”
“[Suicide] is like that elephant
in the room: Everybody knows
it’s there, but nobody wants to
talk about it,” Rufo said. “In my
research, I’ve noted that, probably
for the last 40 years, we’ve averaged about six officers a year [who
have killed themselves].”
Psychologist and former
Chicago Police Officer Carrie

» INFO COURTESY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

Steiner said the suicide rates are
related to the amount of violence
and gangs in Chicago. Steiner
knew 15 officers who died by suicide during her 13 years in the
department, which prompted
her to start the First Responders
Wellness Center.
Steiner now counsels approximately 120 first responders.
According to the DOJ report,
CPD has three staff clinicians to
serve the department’s approximately 13,500 personnel, with the
DOJ recommending an increase.
This does not include family members or retired officers who are also
entitled to the counseling services.
CPD News Affairs did not
respond for requests on the number of current staffed clinicians as
of press time.
Although counseling is confidential, Rufo said there is still
a stigma deterring officers from
seeking clinical help.
“If an [officer] asks for help—
and they rarely do—they may
be deemed as weak,” Rufo said.
“[Officers] are going to die a hero
in the line of duty, but if they kill

themselves or put a gun to their
head, they are a coward because
they couldn’t handle it.”
Illinois is also one of a handful of
states that permanently prohibits
anyone who has been involuntarily
committed to in-patient mental
health treatment from getting a
Firearm Owner’s Identification
Card. A permit to carry a gun is a
job requirement for police officers,
and many officers believe they
could lose their FOID card if they
seek help, Rufo said.
Steiner said there are many
stress factors for officers, including the political climate, body cameras, negative media coverage and
constant scrutiny of police.
“You feel, as an officer, there’s no
right way, no matter what you do,”
she said. “When you feel like that,
that’s hopelessness, and hopelessness leads to suicide.”
Chicago Police officers are
given at least one wellness
class during academy training,
according to CPD news affairs.
But before starting the job, officers might not be aware of the
mental and emotional struggles

SEE POLICE, PAGE 38

CPD video series sheds
light on police suicide
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Ideally located at the heart of
historic Printer’s Row sits Hotel
Blake, a boutique Chicago Hotel.
Whether you visit Chicago for business
or pleasure, Hotel Blake offers upscale
Chicago Accommodations along with
impeccable service.
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Both Solomon and Poe display the Blue
Ribbon awards outside their schools.

they will face, Steiner said.
Steiner provides annual officer
wellness mental-health checkups
at her clinic.
“[Officer wellness training]
needs to be ongoing,” Steiner said,
“just like ongoing shooting training because it’s not until you see a
dead body or a child being molested
that you really know how you are
going to react or respond.”
In addition, Steiner said officers
should be counseled by individuals who understand police culture, noting that officers who see
traumatic events have difficulty
adjusting to everyday life.
“I saw a whole family run
over by a car that was speeding away that was stolen.
Right after that, I had to go to
a parking violation,” Steiner
said. “How do I go from a family
being run over and a 4-year-old
being killed to a parking violation complaint? How do you
have the same type of understanding? The thing is police
officers are humans, too.”

When making reservations,
mention the Columbia College
Friends and Family rate for
special discounts and offers.
To Reserve Call: 312.986.1234
Or Visit: www.hotelblake.com
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» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE

supplies they collected over the
past month to send to a school they
“adopted,” Attucks Middle School
in Houston, Texas, which was ravaged by Hurricane Harvey.
“That really embodies what
we stand for and I think that was
one of the reasons why we were
selected as a Blue Ribbon awardee,”
Dockery said. “Instead of sitting
back and patting ourselves on the
back, we were right back at doing
what we do best: learning, leading
and serving.”
Donovan noted how it was
remarkable that a neighborhood
school and selective enrollment
school were performing at the
same academic level. However,
she added, an individual
school’s success boils down
to the people working inside
the building, and it starts with
the school’s administration.
“So much of what makes
schools succeed are the professionals in the building,”
Donovan said. “They’re the
ones who drive the mission,
who have a vision for where to
take the kids.”

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

Park school’s high performance,
Principal Chris Gamble said 90
percent of visitors to the school say
they did not even know it existed.
However, within its compact community, culture is abundant.
“Just with our 360 students last
year, we had [more than] 40 languages spoken at home,” Gamble
said. “We think that’s pretty
amazing within a neighborhood
school that’s as small as we are
to have this tremendous amount
of diversity and still to have the
success that we do.”
Another benefit of serving a
smaller student body is having
only one class per grade level.
Students get to form lasting relationships with their peers and the
staff, Gamble said, noting that the
school prides itself on the individualized education it provides.
Poe is a small, low-key school
and the “best-kept secret on the
South Side,” according to Principal
Eric Dockery.
“It’s hard for us to imagine
our little school tucked away in

Pullman has received national
attention and especially for
what we just normally do on a
day-to-day basis,” Dockery said.
“It gives us a great sense of pride
but more than anything else, it
affirms that we’re on the right
track, and it gives us inspiration
to work even harder.”
Poe is a K–6 selective-enrollment elementary school with
about 208 students. Along with
teaching students core curriculum
at an advanced level, the school
puts a strong emphasis on leadership and service, Dockery said.
“With academic learning and
the leadership skills we instill,
we then challenge our students
to make a positive difference in
the world,” Dockery said. The
school adopted the slogan “think
globally, act locally” for students
to acknowledge they are citizens of the world, while staying
grounded in their community,
he added.
Dockery said students have
taken their slogan to heart. The
day after they celebrated the
award, students packed up school

jmurray@columbiachronicle.com
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