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EDITOR’S NOTE

Columbia, Chronicle win my personal
‘best friends, best newspaper’ award
» KYRA SENESE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Kyra Senese
Jacob Wittich
Begina Armstrong
Megan Bennett

CAMPUS

A

s a graduating senior, I know
Columbia College has helped shape
me into the adult I hoped to become
upon enrolling at the college, and I never
could have predicted that I would lead a
40-student staff that would win first place in
General Excellence in the state.
The Chronicle was one of a few crucial
factors in my decision to attend Columbia.
And after four years attending the college, I
have only grown more thankful for my time
at Columbia’s award-winning student-run
newspaper. Columbia appealed to me
because of the opportunities it offered to
begin honing my craft right away. I feel lucky
to have gained the hands-on journalism
experience I hoped to receive.
Dedicated journalism faculty and daily
interactions with dozens of Chronicle staff
members have helped me to learn as much
as I think I possibly could have about journalism as a student.
What I loved most about working at
the paper and becoming editor has been
learning something new every day. There is
nothing I love more than watching my peers
learn and grow as well. I have been lucky to
gain mentors and to help younger students
learn and become passionate about journalism. I will miss the experience and the “family” we’ve become while working together on
the state’s No. 1 weekly college paper.
The last three years of working every
Friday night, losing sleep over deciding the
best reporting tactics per story and debating
the rules of grammar have been some of the
most rewarding times of my life.
To Colin King, Lou Foglia, Alex Aghayere
and the rest of our talented visuals team,
thank you all for the integral role you played
in creating the most drastic redesign in The
Chronicle’s history.
My appreciation also goes to our advertising team for ensuring the livelihood of
our print product and making it possible for
our staff to be paid for their hard work—not
many college newspapers can say that.
To our resilient Copy desk, thank you for
being patient and valuing the most minute of
details. Your jobs inevitably feel thankless at
times, but we all truly value your dedication
to accuracy and consistency.
To Megan Bennett, it has been a joy to
watch your passion for in-depth reporting
grow even stronger throughout this year. I
look forward to seeing what you accomplish
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going forward and appreciate your willingness to listen to me vent about personal
and professional life choices for ridiculous
amounts of time.
To Lauren Kostiuk and the rest of the
campus desk, thank you for your persistence
and ability to ask the tough questions. To the
Arts & Culture desk, thank you for your continued coverage of stories that both amuse
and frighten me, from bellydancing Wookies
to “butt hunts.” To McKayla Braid, thank
you for always being so quick to cover breaking news and keeping the Metro desk afloat.
To Len Strazewski, I have enjoyed getting
to know you in my final semester and appreciate your wit and humor, despite my usual
mild responses.
To Stephanie Goldberg, thank you for
teaching me how to write feature stories and
how to more directly express my opinions. I
will miss the comedic relief you provide and
expect to stay updated on the activities of
your lovely dogs.
To Jeff Lyon, thank you for being patient
with me as a freshman and introducing me
to The Chronicle. I admire your patience and
understanding and will miss your
unparal		
leled headline-writing skills.
To my loving family at home, thank you
for supporting me no matter what.
To Chris Richert, thank you for being a
constant therapist and mentor, and for putting up with my often irrational freak outs.
To Jacob Wittich, thank you for staying by
my side every step of the way—from our high
school news magazine to The Chronicle,
you’ve remained my closest friend and the
best of allies both in and outside of the office.
The countless experiences we’ve learned
from together have continued to bring us
closer despite your tendency to throw office
supplies in my direction.
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
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Columbia student tells it all at #DocYourWorld » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
» LOU FOGLIA | CHRONICLE

Runners took off from the
starting line at the Chicago
Marathon early Oct. 11, 2015.

Protesters took to the streets of Chicago in
protest of the police fatal shooting of Laquan
McDonald, a South Side Chicago resident.

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS | CHRONICLE

2015–2016 Year in review
REVIEW, FROM FRONT

» lauren kostiuk
CAMPUS EDITOR

objectives,
rallying against police brutality in Chicago and adding 18 murals to the Wabash
Arts Corridor were just a few of the
changes and challenges of the 2015–2016
academic year.
The year opened with Vice President of
Student Success Mark Kelly’s annual “Hell
Yeah” liturgy at Convocation during the
new student welcoming in August.
The annual celebration welcomed 2,700
new students to the college, but Columbia’s
enrollment dropped for the sixth consecutive year. The decline resulted in an additional round of budget cuts following those
at the end of the 2013–2014 academic year
when the FY16 budget was being created.
The college failed to meet its projected
enrollment—a loss felt by faculty, staff
and students—some of whom lost their
on-campus jobs as a result.
IMPLEMENTING STRATEGIC PLAN

Financial uncertainty continued to
plague the student body as the Illinois
state budget impasse persisted in the New
Year, causing the state to withhold students’ financial assistance from Monetary
Award Program grants.
Students affected by the budget impasse
were relieved when Columbia announced
April 4 it would cover the cost of MAP
grants for the current year but were taken
aback when they learned the college would
be unable to do so for the 2016–2017 year.
Despite Columbia’s limited resources,
the college surged forward in initiating
major changes, including the early stages
of implementing the Strategic Plan, as
reported on Page 10–11.
Columbia bid farewell to long-term,
high-ranking employees during the year,
such as Michelle Gates, former CFO and
vice president of Business Affairs, who
left the college in February. However, the
college also welcomed new faces to the
community, including six new board of
trustees members with backgrounds in
media, music, technology and investment.

Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton rallied for
the presidential nomination in Chicago on Feb.
17 at the Parkway Ballroom, 4455 S. King Drive.

» LOU FOGLIA | CHRONICLE

Other major changes included the elimination of Columbia’s Story Week festival
just shy of its 20th anniversary, a 4 percent
tuition increase and the hiring of several
high-ranking administrative employees,
including Robert Green, vice provost for
Digital Learning; Byron Nash, chief information officer and associate vice president
of Technology Services; and Miriam Smith,
executive director of Alumni Relations &
Annual Giving.
A range of initiatives went into effect
during the year, such as the beginning
stages of planning for Columbia’s longawaited student center and a student movement for more gender-inclusive bathrooms.
Throughout the year, Columbia welcomed many high-profile visitors as
well as familiar faces. In honor of Black
History Month in February, the Office of
Multicultural Affairs welcomed activist Father Michael Pfleger, actor Jussie
Smollett and State Rep. of the 5th District
Ken Dunkin.
The Office of Alumni Relations also
invited successful alumni to visit the college, including actor and comedian Jeff
Garlin, director and cinematographer
Michael Goi, and President of HBO Films

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS | CHRONICLE

Mesmerizing the audience with his solo
acoustic performance, Oku took the
spotlight with his guitar and charm.

Len Amato, who is also a member of the
board of trustees.
National conversations regarding race
and diversity were ongoing as protests
against racially charged cases of alleged
police brutality broke out. As students
at University of Missouri united to protest racism at their college, members
of Columbia’s community gathered to
show solidarity with Mizzou students
and confront diversity-related issues
at the college.
Columbia students also engaged with
the greater Chicago community during
presidential campaign events and rallies
on behalf of Republican nominee Donald
Trump and Democratic candidates Bernie
Sanders and Hillary Clinton.
In addition, students weighed in on
alleged police brutality on Chicago’s South
Side, budget cuts within Chicago Public
Schools and demands for an increased
minimum wage.
The 2015–2016 academic year was an
era of letting the voices of those previously
silenced become heard—both on campus
and throughout Chicago.
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

Actor and comedian Jeff Garlin visited the campus to
discuss his career with students on Oct. 27, 2015.

» LOU FOGLIA | CHRONICLE
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» EVAN BELL/CHRONICLE
Guest panelists discussed the impact of street art in educational settings through a “street-style” talk May 5 at The Conaway
Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave. From left, Ruben Aguirre, Sabina Ott, Anisa Peraica and Collin van der Sluijs.
» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

microphones
and a large gong set the scene for
the first ever “street style” panel
discussion held by the Wabash
SIX WHITE STOOLS,

Arts Corridor committee May 5
at the Conaway Center in the 1104
S. Wabash Ave. Building.
The artist panel discussion
and reception, “WAC: Big Walls
in A Big City,” kicked off the first

WAC Big Walls Festival, which
runs May 1–13.
The panel discussion, presented
in a fast-paced style with a gong
to time answers, featured local
and international artists and one

about how street and public art
might reshape our landscape
around us.”
The panelists discussed the
importance of street art and public
art in an educational environment
like Columbia’s campus.
“The WAC is good for Chicago
in terms of the global ecosystem.
We are behind [compared to other
cities], and so this is a milestone,”
said Aguirre, who is painting his
mural on the south-facing side of
the Goodman Center, located at
501 S. Wabash Ave.
Among the accomplishments
mentioned of the WAC, Aguirre
only had one complaint—the illegality of purchasing spray paint
in Chicago.
“There are a lot of supporters
already to legalize it, but [because
of] a simple thing like that,
everybody here had to get their
paint driven [from elsewhere],”
he said.
The WAC’s impact greatly
benefits the student community, said Peraica, a second-year
business & entrepreneurship

2016 PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITIONS
BACHELOR OF ARTS May 10 - May 15
820 South Michigan Ave, 1st floor,,Chicago, IL 60605
Manifest: Friday, May 13th, Noon - 8:00 pm
Awards Ceremony: 6:00 pm
Gallery Hours:
Tuesday, May 10th - Thursday, May 12th, 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 14th, Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 15th, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

MFA PHOTOGRAPHY THESIS EXHIBITION April 28 - June 4
1104 South Wabash, 1st floor, Chicago, IL 60605
Reception: Friday, May 13th, 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Gallery Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9: 00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., Saturday Noon - 5:00 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS
JENNIFER FAGAN, 2016 VALEDICTORIAN
Photograph by Sun Sihang - Adobe Manifest Poster Award Winner
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SEE PANEL, PAGE 16

‘Big Walls’ artists talk street art

professor, some of whom contributed to “Big Walls.”
The artists on the panel were
Ruben Aguirre, a 2002 art +
design alumnus; Dutch artist
Collin van der Sluijs; Marina Zumi
from Argentina; Chicago painter
Amanda Williams; second-year
graduate student and WAC intern
Anisa Peraica; and Sabina Ott, a
conceptual artist and professor in
the Art & Art History Department.
The discussion was moderated
by Duncan Mackenzie, assistant
professor in the Art & Art History
Department, who also works for
the “Bad at Sports” podcast, and
Neysa Page-Lieberman, director
of Exhibitions, Performance and
Student Spaces. It focused on the
ever-growing presence of street
art and the public’s evolving perception of the art.
“We are beginning to transform the perception of street art
in the city,” said Mark Kelly, vice
president of Student Success, who
introduced the panel. “[It’s] no longer for outlaws and pioneers, but it
starts to untether our imagination

CAMPUS

would like to congratulate our
2016 Valedictorians.
The best and the brightest

A

t each commencement ceremony, one student is named valedictorian—an
honor awarded to graduating seniors who have stellar grades and have contributed greatly to the college community or the larger arts and media communities.
Each honoree will deliver an address at his or her respective ceremony. Here are
the five students being honored and a little information about each of them.

Alesha Mae Pulscher
Bachelor of Arts, Advertising &
Public Relations
Saturday, May 14, 2016, 10 a.m.
Alesha Pulscher moved from Northwest Iowa to Chicago
in the fall of 2012 to begin her Columbia College Chicago
education as a Fashion Business student. Realizing her
passion for marketing stretched beyond fashion, she soon
changed her major to Advertising. Pulscher loves the way
advertising impacts popular culture, and she uses her
minor in Women and Gender Studies to influence positive
social change in the field. After graduation, Alesha plans
to begin her career as an account manager or planner at a
Chicagoland advertising agency.

Jennifer Elise Fagan
Bachelor of Arts, Photography
Sunday, May 15, 2016, 12 p.m.
Jennifer Fagan is a visual artist living and working in
Chicago. Fagan is interested in the intersection of art and
gender politics. Her interdisciplinary practice is an exploration of masculinity, loss and identity through photography, video and performance. Fagan is the gallery assistant
at Catherine Edelman Gallery.

Taylor Rose Chwae
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Dance
Saturday, May 14, 2016, 1:30 p.m.
Taylor Chwae is a Dance major with a minor in Arts
Management. She grew up dancing in Madison, Wisconsin, where she performed with Madison Ballet and was a
company member in the Madison Contemporary Vision
Dance Company. While at Columbia, Chwae performed in
many student works as well as works by faculty members Kyle Seguin, Pam McNeil and Peter Carpenter. Her
senior capstone project will be her third choreographed
work presented on the Dance Center stage. She currently
teaches at Dance Infusion, and to fulfill her teaching
practicum she is a teaching artist for Design Dance.

Justin Thomas Moran
Bachelor of Arts, Interdisciplinary (Fashion
Studies and Journalism)
Sunday, May 15, 2016, 3:30 p.m.

Taylor Nicole Franklin
Bachelor of Arts, Fashion Business
Saturday, May 14, 2016, 5 p.m.
Taylor Franklin is originally from Ashland, Ohio. A member
of the Honors Program at Columbia College Chicago, she
is graduating with a degree in Fashion Business with a
minor in Marketing. Franklin participated in a nationwide
competition for the National Retail Federation. She and
her team advanced to finals in New York City, where they
earned second place. Franklin has worked as a sales representative at Bonnie Atlas Showroom since 2012.

With a strong interest in undiscovered fashion designers,
rising artists and underground queer culture, Justin Moran’s editorial work has already been featured in several
venerated publications. At age 21, he’s the lead fashion
editor for BULLETT, managing editor for BlackBook, trend
columnist for Paper and a regular contributor for Nylon,
Nylon Guys and Vs. Moran grew up in Minneapolis, where
he exercised his love of musical theatre for years. He
currently resides in New York, where he will continue
pursuing a career in media.
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» MEGAN BENNETT

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

meeting of the semester on May 6, the Faculty Senate
introduced its latest motions and
approvals before introducing new
members and open seats.
Before adjourning its 2015–2016
members to officially convene the
2016–2017 Faculty Senate, the
IN ITS LAST

group unanimously endorsed the
college’s newly-proposed Universal
Learning Outcomes outlined by the
Strategic Plan implementation committee of the same name.
A statement read by Alton
Miller, associate professor in
the Communication and Media
Innovation Department and head of
the Academic Affairs Committee,
asked the Senate to endorse the

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Alton Miller, associate professor in the Communication and Media Innovation
Department and head of the Academic Affairs committee, recommended that
the Faculty Senate endorse the college’s Universal Learning Outcomes.

6 THE CHRONICLE MAY 9, 2016

ULOs because they “articulate
the range of competencies, skills,
knowledge proficiencies, literacies
and fluencies that all students will
engage and derive from a Columbia
College Chicago education.”
Miller also said there is importance in accepting the way the
current outcomes are written and,
as a Senate, not attempting to alter
wording and respecting the ULO
Committee’s process.
“[We must make] sure what
we’re doing is a show of support
as opposed to the opportunity
to change any language.... There
are going to be times when we’re
casting votes that are essentially
cheerleader votes,” Miller said.
Despite no opposition, associate professor in the Cinema Art +
Science Department David Tarleton
said it is “remiss” of the Senate’s
responsibility to simply recommend
the outcomes as “cheerleaders.”

“I don’t think it’s mutually exclusive to say it is our duty to [endorse],
but at the same time, we’re respecting the process and our colleagues,”
Tarleton said. “I reject the notion
that we merely should be rubber-stamping these, but I don’t
think we should be wordsmithing.”
Senate President Greg FosterRice said he is glad Tarleton brought
up whether this is a “genuine” process—which Foster-Rice thinks it
is—and brings up larger questions
about what elements of the plan’s
implementation need Senate
endorsement or assessment.
“With the Strategic Plan, there
are a lot of points that are going
to be coming,” Foster-Rice said.
“How much of that has to go
through Faculty Senate and how
much doesn’t? It seems clear that
something curricularly foundational like the ULOs or Core
Curriculum would have to come
to Senate. Operational stuff will go
out to other departments that aren’t
academic; they’re operational.”
Following the ULO recommendation, the formation of a Document

Audit Workgroup, was proposed by
Joan Giroux, executive committee
member and an associate chair in
the Design Department.
The charge of the workgroup
would be to “simplify and clarify
language” and other similar review
and updates of documents used
by faculty, such as the college’s
Statement of Policy on Academic
Freedom, Faculty Status, Tenure,
and Due Process, the Faculty
Manual and the Academic Policy
Review Manual.
“The sentiment and the sense of
this Document Audit Workgroup
is not necessarily to [do] all of that
work, but to come up with a list of
what work needs to be done so in
the fall that can be passed off to the
relevant committees,” Giroux said.
Giroux added that she, along with
the college’s general counsel, Office
of the Provost and others, began
meeting in April, when the language was drafted and approved.
Foster-Rice added that the
current executive committee
has been hoping to begin this
since last semester.

SEE SENATE, PAGE 16

Faculty Senate welcomes new members,
approves end-of-year motions

CAMPUS

DocYourWorld gives glimpse into students’ creative work with nonfiction
CAMPUS REPORTER
STUDENT FILMMAKERS DISPLAYED

their creativity at the fourth
annual “DocYourWorld” student-produced event May 3–4 at
Film Row Cinema in the 1104 S.
Wabash Ave. Building.
“DocYourWorld” is an interdisciplinary course taught by
Teresa Puente, an associate professor in the Communication and
Media Innovation Department;
Eric Scholl, associate chair of
the Television Department; and
Ruth Leitman, an assistant professor in the Cinema Art + Science
Department. The course unites students and faculty of various departments to form a collective that
promotes creativity with nonfiction.
The collective had existed
independently of the course until
this semester and featured a
series of screenings, panels and
discussions linked by the theme

“Anti-Identity,” about types of
identities such as gender and
musical identity. Student filmmakers displayed their work
about exploring and challenging
their own identities as well as
those of others. Panels of content
creators discussed concepts of
identity with the audience.
Students enrolled in the
course collaborated on projects

and planned the event. Jessica
Siletzky, a freshman cinema art
+ science major, said she curated
faculty creations and put together
a photo book display by photography professor Paul D’Amato.
Ben Rif ken, a senior television major in the course, said
the biggest challenge of working
with fellow students was staying on track without derailing

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
Bree Bracey (left), a sophomore theatre major and panelist for “The National
Epidemic is Our Epidemic: Rape on College Campus” discussion, brought the
conversation of campus sexual assault to the DocYourWorld collective.

progress from an overabundance of ideas.
“It was great to see everyone
mesh so quickly,” Rifken said.
“People took a heavy interest in
each other’s projects.”
Eve Studnicka, a senior cinema
art + science major in the course,
said she coordinated the event and
reached out to filmmakers to find
work that aligned with the theme.
“You get a sampling of what is
available to students in terms of
nonfiction at Columbia,” Studnicka
said. “What’s great about that is
that it’s boundless. You’re able to
explore experimental art forms
and unexpected, challenging
ways of telling stories from the
real world.”
Scholl said the course, launched
for the Spring 2016 Semester, was
a result of a discussion spanning
the last three years and through
departments in the School of
Media Arts. He said this discussion also led to the idea of having

an interdisciplinary documentary
major within the Cinema Art +
Science Department, which was
approved by the Faculty Senate
at its Dec. 11 meeting, as reported
Dec. 14 by The Chronicle.
“Students are interdisciplinary by nature,” Scholl said. “They
don’t see the divisions between
departments that are set up.
[Those departmental divisions]
don’t make any sense in terms of
creative cross-pollination.”
Rifken said he participated in
a project, which was displayed at
the collective, examining virtual
reality’s growing popularity.
“It has been a huge experience
every step of the way,” Rifken
said. “It doesn’t matter what
background people come from
at Columbia. When you are
coming together to plan an
event, it is easy for everybody to work together.”
Rifken said he and his group
were able to capture a political

SEE DOC, PAGE 17

» CAROLYN BRADLEY

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

INVITES YOU
TO A SPECIAL
ADVANCE
SCREENING OF

Music Department Events
Monday May 9
Breakaway A Capella Ensemble at HAUS @ Quincy Wong
Singer’s Showcase

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Tuesday May 10
Songwriting Recital
Jazz Combofest
Columbia College Percussion Ensemble at the Sherwood

12:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:00 pm

Wednesday May 11
Jazz Pop Choir in Concert at the Conaway Center
Pop Orchestra in Concert

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Thursday May 12
Fusion Ensemble in Concert
Composition 2 Recital at the Sherwood

7:00 pm
8:00 pm

TO GET A PASS
FOR TWO

Friday May 13
Digital Composition Recital

12:00 pm

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

* Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance credit

WEDNESDAY,
MAY 18 - 7:00PM
STOP BY
THE COLUMBIA
CHRONICLE OFFICES
33 EAST CONGRESS, SUITE 224,
CHICAGO, IL 60605

No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Prizes
cannot be exchanged, transferred, or redeemed for
cash in whole or in part. We are not responsible if,
for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her prize
in whole or in part. Prizes received through this
promotion are not for resale.

IN THEATERS MAY 27

www.ifcfilms.com/films/weiner |

/weinerthemovie | #weinermovie
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Columbia honors ‘heart’ of late
Czech president with sculpture
The sculpture was shaped after
a heart, a symbol often associated
with Havel after his death.
Havel’s colleague and friend
Ambassador Martin Palouš led a
discussion about the documentary
“Life According to Václav Havel,”
directed by Andrea Sedlackova,
which was screened that evening.
The documentary followed
Havel’s life and rise as a leader at a
time that the country, then known
as Czechoslovakia,was under
Communist rule. Palouš said the
monument is a moving example
of the great regard for Havel that
exists in what later became the
Czech Republic, shortened in April
to Czechia.
Havel, a Czech writer and political leader who helped his country
shake off communist rule, died in
December of 2011. Born to a middle-class family, he gave up his

» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
CAMPUS REPORTER

A HEART-SHAPED WAX, sculpture
honoring late Czech President
Václav Havel stood in the lobby of
Film Row Cinema at the Conaway
Center, in the 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
Building on May 2, beginning its
citywide tour.
The sculpture, made up of candle wax from his 2011 memorial,
is scheduled to tour the city next
year and will be showcased in
the Alexandroff Campus Center,
located at 600 Michigan Ave., for
the next two months in celebration
of what would have been Havel’s
80th birthday.
Sculptors Lukáš Gavlovský
and Roman Švejda constructed
the heart from the candles thousands of Czechs lit in public to
honor Havel’s memory.

privileges to work on plays and
essays that criticized his country’s
regime. Havel served 14 years as
president and another five years
in and out of prison.
Also in attendance at the
event were President and CEO
Kwang-Wu Kim, Senior Vice
President and Provost Stan
Wearden, faculty and students.
“We honor [Václav Havel] for
his humanitarianism, his political activism, personal courage
and for his commitment advancing democracy,” Kim said. “We
are proud to hold him up to our
students and all members of our
community as a model of transformative leadership.”
The Business & Entrepreneurship Department’s “International
Arts Management” class worked
to organize and promote the
event with faculty Monika

Arti Café
t

Jaiswal-Oliver, an academic
manager, and assistant professor
Sandra Kumorowski.
“[The class] is about arts and
what an artist did to [rise] up
to the occasion of oppression,”
Jaiswal-Oliver said. “It was a
complete blend of what we do here
[at Columbia], learning about our
culture and sustaining the arts.
World leaders including the
Dalai Lama, President Bill Clinton
and President Barack Obama visited Havel during and after his

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

Students, faculty, and staff

312.939.7855

Mon - Thurs
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1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.583.9940
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www.artists-cafe.com
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» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
Faculty, staff and students admired former Czech President Václav Havel’s heartshaped sculpture outside Film Row Cinema auditorium in the 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
Building after a discussion and screening on May 2.
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presidency. Kumorowski, who is
originally from the Czech Republic,
said the class became a collaborative effort between Columbia and
the Consulate of the Czech Republic.
“[The event] is helping our community to become more conscious
in terms of cultural and global
events that should really become
part of our education because it
will make us better global citizens,” Kumorowski said.
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One-year Strategic Plan check-in Goal 2:
A look back on implementations and future goals of the plan
»LAUREN KOSTUIK
CAMPUS EDITOR

N

early one year has passed
since the board of trustees approved the college’s
five-year Strategic Plan during its
May 12, 2015 meeting.
As such, the first year of implementing the 41-page document
has introduced great change to
the college community. While
progress has been made on many
of the Strategic Plan’s goals, the
college is lagging in some of the
objectives that were scheduled
to be completed by the end of the
2015–2016 academic year.
The plan is organized into
six sections, including Student
Success; a 21st- Centur y
Curriculum; Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion: Engaging Difference;
Com mu n it y En ga gement ;
Optimizing
E n r ol l m ent ;

and Aligning Resources with
Goals. Each section of the
Strategic Plan lists a series of
objectives related to accomplishing the goal as well as a timeline
for completion. However, the plan
could change as work progresses.
“[The Strategic Plan] is a living document that will grow and
change, and things will be added
to [the plan] over time,” said Stan
Wearden, senior vice president
and provost.
The work of implementing the
Strategic Plan was delegated to
six committees made up of partand full-time faculty, staff and
student volunteers that include
Universal Learning Outcomes;
Columbia Core; Integrated FirstYear Experience; Registration and
New Student Orientation; and
Community Engagement, along
with a separate Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Committee that

Goal 1: Student Success

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Suzanne Blum Malley, senior
associate provost and chair of the
Integrated First-Year Experience
Committee

Student
Success year one goals introduced major changes to the college, including the formation of
the college’s new Career Center
as well as the beginning plans for
a student center.
The Student Success goals for
year one, which are relatively
on track, included re-evaluating students’ first-year experience, restructuring the school’s
advising model and developing
a plan for a centralized area for
student collaboration.
The Integrated First-Year
E x p e r i e n c e C om m it t e e ,
chaired by Blum Malley, worked
closely with the Columbia Core
THE STRATEGIC PLAN’S

Committee, chaired by Steven
Corey, interim dean of the School of
Liberal Arts & Sciences, to develop
recommendations to improve the
freshman experience at Columbia.
The committee’s proposal for
the recommendations will be
presented to the college by May
27, as announced at the March 7
College Assembly.
The college began revising the
First-Year Experience during the
Spring 2015 Semester by introducing a new required first-semester
program known as “Big Chicago,”
which offered major-based courses
designed to engage students with
the City of Chicago.
Blum Malley said based on feedback, the courses will be revised
for the Fall 2016 Semester to no
longer be scheduled on Fridays.
The course will also be offered in
three-hour blocks instead of twohour blocks like last year.
To foster student success
during and beyond freshman
year, the college also completed
the Strategic Plan’s objectives to
revise the current advising model
and internship initiatives.
As reported Sept. 28 by The
Chronicle, the college began work
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started convening later than the
other committees.
“It is hard work; it doesn’t happen as fast as you want,” said
Suzanne Blum Malley, senior
associate provost. “We are on an
aggressive timeline.”
Wearden said he intends to
address the college at the beginning of the Fall 2016 Semester
about the plan’s progress, similar to a Town Hall meeting held
in January 2016, and possibly
post updates on the Strategic
Plan website.
“The operational work of implementing a strategic plan should
be pretty much invisible to students,” Wearden said. “Students
should see more of the fruits of the
labor than the labor itself because
we are doing this for the good of
the students.”
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

during the Fall 2015 Semester
to modify its current advising
model to distinguish the roles of
professional and faculty advisers. Faculty advisers now serve
as students’ mentors and professional advisers now guide
students in registration and
graduation requirements.
As outlined in year one of the
plan, the college merged the
Portfolio Center with the Student
Employment Office and internship
program to create the new Career
Center. The new structure, effective June 1, will push for a centralized career development office, as
reported Feb. 15 by The Chronicle.
“This is a difficult decision
for the college to change culture [and] shift responsibilities,
but we are doing it because we
all agree [it] is a priority,” said
Mark Kelly, vice president of
Student Success.
The college also continues to
work on the design and construction of a new Student Center slated
to be completed by the Fall 2018
Semester. In the Strategic Plan,
the college aims for the center to
provide easy access to student
support services and collaborative learning opportunities
once completed.

21st-Century Curriculum

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Steven Corey, interim dean of the
School of Liberal Arts & Sciences and
chair of the Columbia Core Committee

Strategic Plan’s
year one objectives for the
21st-century curriculum was
the framework for a drastic
reshaping of Columbia’s curriculum. According to Wearden, this
included developing Columbia’s
Universal Learning Outcomes
and subsequent Core Curriculum, as well as an evaluation of
the college’s current curriculum.
The ULO Committee drafted
the outcomes, knowledge that
every student should acquire at
Columbia regardless of major.
As reported March 28 by The
Chronicle, a draft of the ULOs
was unveiled March 16 in a collegewide email from co-chairs
Wearden and Constantin
Rasinariu, interim dean of the
School of Media Arts. The outcomes include career engagement, creativity, critical and
analytical thinking, diversity
and global f luency, and ethics. Blum Malley said the ULO
Committee’s next step will
be integrating the ULOs into
Columbia’s curriculum.
The Columbia Core Committee
was tasked with developing a
framework of nonmajor requirements that every student needs
to complete before graduating. A proposal of the new core
curriculum will be released by
May 27, as stated at the Feb. 8
College Assembly.
“The big question the Core
Committee is dealing with
is, ‘How do students navigate
through the core?’” Corey said at
OUTLINED IN THE

the April 25 College Assembly.
Each academic department
was tasked with developing a
curriculum report detailing its
departmental and universal
learning outcomes, relevance to
the 21st-century curriculum and
new proposals or adjustments. The
reports will be submitted to the
Provost’s Office for review by the
end of the semester.
Blum Malley said the college
will begin to experience curricular
changes in the Fall 2017 Semester,
after they have gone through the
curricular review process for
tweaks and proposals during the
2016–2017 academic year.
According to Blum Malley, the
Strategic Plan’s year one objective
of discussing a restructuring of the
college’s schools and departments
will be delayed until the next
academic year.
To improve graduate education at Columbia, the Strategic
Plan called for the hiring of a
Dean of Graduate Studies, a Vice
Provost for Global Education
and a Vice Provost for Online
Education to improve Columbia’s
online programs.
Blum Malley said the college
is searching for a new global
leadership position and is moving forward with an internal
appointment for a new dean of
Graduate Studies. In April, the
college appointed Robert Green
as the vice provost for Digital
Learning, a goal outlined in the
Strategic Plan.

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Stan Wearden, senior vice president,
provost and co-chair of the Universal
Learning Outcomes Committee
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Goal 3: Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Onye Ozuzu, dean of the School of
Fine & Performing Arts and chair of
the DEI committee
BECAUSE OF THE Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Committee’s late
start after the Strategic Plan Implementation Committees, many DEI
objectives outlined in year one
will be completed during year two,
said Onye Ozuzu, chair of the DEI
Committee and dean of the School
of Fine & Performing Arts.
The DEI Committee, formed
Jan. 8—six months after the implementation committees—is charged

with drafting the college’s diversity
statement and engaging with the
Strategic Plan implementation
committees to consider how diversity relates to each committee’s
particular charge.
“There is something about the
complexity of the idea of diversity
that can leave people in a state of
nonaction,” Ozuzu said. “By going
to the Strategic Plan implementation committees, we were able
to get specific in terms of what
[diversity] means [in relation to
the committees].”
Ozuzu said her committee
will have the college’s diversity
statement ready by the end of
the semester, as outlined in the
Strategic Plan. During the summer, the committee will discuss,
revise and gather feedback about
the statement to be presented in
the Fall 2016 Semester.
The Strategic Plan’s objective
to hire a vice president of DEI has

yet to be initiated because the DEI
Committee is discussing whether
the position is necessary, as
reported April 11 by The Chronicle.
Kim said he is waiting for the committee’s recommendations before
hiring to fill the position.
Kim said at the April 26 Student
Government Association forum
that the college community originally resisted the idea of hiring
a vice president of DEI, which
is why the DEI committee was
initially formed.
Ozuzu said the committee is
still working on developing a
strategic hiring policy and process to reflect the college’s new
diversity statement.
Going into year two, Ozuzu said
many of goals of the committee will
need to be re-evaluated.
“There is a list of year one tasks
to check off, and [they] will be a
little off-cycle since we weren’t
convened until a few weeks into
the spring semester,” Ozuzu said.
“You have to rework that calendar
and move it a semester-and-ahalf forward.”

Goal 4: Community
Engagement
goals for community engagement at Columbia
included identifying pre-existing
community engagement activities at the college and establishing a database to keep track of
those opportunities.
The Community Engagement
Committee, chaired by Pegeen
Quinn, associate provost of
Academy Personnel, divided into
two sub-committees. The first
sub-committee conducted a collegewide survey about community engagement at Columbia, and
the second developed a definition
of what qualifies as community
engagement in higher education.
The collegewide survey, distributed to faculty, staff and students,
was conducted from February 16
to March 4 to identify and categorize Columbia’s community
engagement practices. According
to Quinn, the survey received
approximately 700 responses, and
THE YEAR ONE

the information will be presented to
the college at the end of May.
“[The committee started] by
defining what we agree is community engagement, which sets the
stage for determining what activities are happening right now and
seeing what could be developed in
the future,” Quinn said.

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Pegeen Quinn, associate provost of
Academy Personnel and chair of the
Community Engagement Committee

Goal 5: Optimizing
Enrollment

Goal 6: Aligning
Resources with Goals

New Student Orientation Committee,
co-chaired by Keri Walters, college registrar, and Jeff Meece,
associate vice president of Enrollment Management, played a large
role in implementing objectives for
optimizing enrollment in year one.
Year one goals included evaluating the college’s recruitment
process, finding an “optimal enrollment” size and determining a brand
to help define the college.
Meece said his office has been
reassessing how to best recruit
undergraduate, graduate, transfer
and international students.
He added that his team is in
the middle of determining the
“optimal” enrollment size based
on projected student enrollment,
the college’s budget and campus
resources, and plans to determine
an exact figure during the summer.
The college is also moving
toward a more selective admissions
process, Meece said.
“We may not be offering as many
[students as] in the past, but we still
need to stay true to our mission,”
Meece said.

vice provost of Digital Learning
and the new assistant provost
of Continuing and Community
Education; and the development
of a new college brand.
Jonathan Stern, vice president of Development and Alumni
Relations, said his department
hired new staff, most notably
Miriam Smith, executive director
of Alumni Relations. With the extra
staffing, Stern said his office developed an alumni relations platform,
including more events locally and
nationally and partnering with academic departments to bring more
alumni back to campus.
“This is a building process over
time, and we keep building,” Stern
said. “It doesn’t stop at the end of
five years.”
He added that this fiscal year
has been relatively “flat” for donations, but the number of alumni
donors has increased. He declined
to share details about the college’s
2016–2017 donation goal.
Byron Nash, chief information
officer and associate vice president of Technology Services, said
during year one, his office focused

THE REGISTRATION AND

The college changed its scholarship-awarding process by offering
scholarships to students who are
most likely to enroll based on the
scholarship money, Meece said.
Deborah Maue, vice president of Strategic Marketing &
Communications, said this was
the first year her office worked
closely with the Enrollment
Management Office in developing a consistent recruitment plan
and materials.
“We are a tuition-driven institution,” Maue said. “We need
to make sure the way we talk
about ourselves is compelling to
prospective students so we can
attract them.”
Columbia’s new brand, which
will be launched in the Fall 2016
Semester, is focused on helping creative students learn business and
communication skills to enhance
their career paths.
The launch will include changing
the branding language on the website, new logos and brand colors,
and with advertising throughout
Chicago to create a consistent message, Maue said.

» FILE PHOTO
Byron Nash, chief information officer
and associate vice president of
Technology Services
AFTER CFO MICHELLE Gates left the

college in February, the college
continued its year one plan of
Aligning Resources with Goals
by developing a budget model to
support the Strategic Plan that
would include investments in capital infrastructure and initiatives
developed by the Strategic Plan
implementation committees.
Many departments adjusted
their budgets this academic year
so the college could accomplish its
year one goals, said college spokeswoman Cara Birch.
Some of the initiatives funded
include the Career Center; the
Internship Scholarship Fund,
which helped more students
receive access to internships;
network upgrades to improve collegewide WiFi; the hiring of a new

on improving the IT infrastructure,
which includes the college’s network, servers, telephones, wireless
access points and security. The
office is working to replace all the
network switches and double the
amount of wireless access points
by the Fall 2016 Semester.
“The fact we are having to replace
the network [shows] we have a lot of
work to do,” Nash said. “Some parts
are great, and some parts are old
and need to be replaced.”
As outlined in the Strategic
Plan, a technology master plan to
improve Columbia’s technology
efficiency has been presented, but
Nash said he could not share when
it will be released or implemented.

» FILE PHOTO
Jonathan Stern, vice president of
Development and Alumni Relations

MAY 9, 2016 THE CHRONICLE 11

CAMPUS

Visit the CareATC Clinic for
Free Quality Healthcare

* Restrictions Apply See Below

Columbia College Chicago understands that quality healthcare is
important to you. In an effort to promote health, prevent disease,
and provide a convenient path to healthcare, employees enrolled in
the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois (BCBSIL) plan can take
advantage of a unique healthcare opportunity: on-site healthcare at
no cost. BCBSIL members and covered dependents (spouse/
domestic partner and children at least 12 years of age) are also
eligible. Service highlights include:

✓

Full service primary care

✓

Free services, no co-pay & no deductible

✓

On-site lab draws

✓

Annual BHS for employees and spouses/domestic partners

✓

Generic prescriptions dispensed

✓

Confidential visit

What can be treated?
✓

Allergies

✓

Asthma

✓

Cold and Flu

✓

Congestion

✓

Diabetes Management

✓

Headaches

✓

High Blood Pressure

✓

High Cholesterol

✓

Lab Work/Tests

✓

PHAs

✓

Physicals

✓

Tobacco Cessation

Regular Clinic Hours:
Monday, Thursday, Friday
8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Closed from 12:30 - 1:30 pm

Biometric Health Screenings (BHS)
A Biometric Health Screening (BHS) is a simple
blood draw performed on campus by a CareATC
professional that includes 27 tests, covering lipid
panel, kidney function panel and various other body
chemistries which can help identify past, current,
and potential medical problems.
A BHS performed by CareATC is at no cost to you and
your spouse/domestic partner . You will qualify for a
discounted health premium in 2017 if you, and your
spouse/domestic partner complete a BHS by August
31, 2016.
You must fast for at least 8 hours before your BHS,
this includes no gum, mints, etc. You may take
prescription medication that can be taken without
food. Prescriptions that must be taken with food
should be taken immediately after the BHS.
After your BHS you will receive:
•

results booklet mailed to your home providing
the details of your test results

•

follow-up by the clinic's physician, Dr. Barrett,
for employees with results that require
attention

You can schedule a BHS with the clinic during
regular clinic hours or on any of the additional dates
listed below. Call to schedule your BHS today,
appointments fill quickly.

Additional BHS dates:
May 26 - 27:
May 28:
June 8 - 10:
June 11:

7:30 am to 12:30 pm
8:30 am to 1:00 pm
7:30 am to 12:30 pm
8:30 am to 1:00 pm

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT:
Log in at patients.careatc.com or call 800.993.8244 or download the CareATC
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Why are you leaving the board at the
end of the semester?

Alumni association president
bids farewell, looks back fondly
» CAROLYN BRADLEY

CAMPUS REPORTER

A

fter holding the position of president of Columbia’s Alumni Association for four years, Joan Hammel,
a 1986 television alumna, will leave the
post at the end of the Spring 2016 Semester.
Hammel said she pledged to be a stable
voice for the association until the college
could find an executive director of alumni
relations, a position filled by Miriam Smith
in August 2015.
Hammel served on the board of governors for the Grammy Awards and the
board of trustees for the Lake County
Discovery Museum. She also has a career
in vocal performance and sang to pay for
college, which even led to offers to perform
in Las Vegas.

The Chronicle spoke with Hammel about
her experiences fostering alumni relations
and her advice for recent graduates launching their careers.
THE CHRONICLE: What drew you to pursue vocal performance?
JOAN HAMMEL: I grew up in a musical
family. It was a part of our everyday
life. I studied [music] at school and
at church. It got to the place where
eventually my high school choir director recommended [I] start doing
professional work.
What challenges did you face early in
your career?
One of the biggest obstacles I had early
in my career was the fact that the field
was—and still is— so male-dominated.

» Courtesy DIANE PRYDE
Joan Hammel, current president of Columbia’s
Alumni Association and a 1986 television alumna, said she wanted to foster relationships and
networking opportunities at the college.

You had to fight to gain respect at the
board table. I didn’t expect that because I had grown up in a family where
we were all equal, and we [were] all
valuable. [I overcame the obstacle]
through humor.
One of the first times I came to the
table for the Grammy awards, I was the
only woman in the room. The board
president had said, “Hey honey, would
you get me some coffee?” as I was sitting
down. I said, “Gosh, coffee sounds great.
If you’re going to get up, would you get
a cup for me?” It broke the ice when he
realized I was an equal at the table.

I have been at the helm for quite a few
years and have devoted a lot of time to it.
My promise to my fellow alumni was to be
a consistent voice of stability through so
much transition [at] the [college] because
we have been through more than one president, [and] we have had multiple vice presidents. The biggest gap has been having no
executive director of alumni relations for
a number of years.
I want to get back to more of my creative
projects I have put aside while doing things
for the alumni association. I have a list of
people who are looking to co-write with me
for music projects. I really want to get back
to more writing and recording.
What advice do you have for those beginning their careers?
You should not beat yourself up if your fulltime work is not your passion. So many
people feel like failures because they are
not doing music or film full-time. It is not
always going to be the quantity and finances you necessarily want. As long as it is still
an active, vital part of your life, you should
feel good about that.
cbradley@chroniclemail.com
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FEATURED PHOTO

Collin van der Sluijs, a Netherlands–based artist,
paints on the south-facing exterior of the 1006 S.
Michigan Ave. Building. Works by 18 artists will be
added to the Wabash Arts Corridor by May 13 as
part of the “Big Walls” project.

» G-JUN YAM /CHRONICLE
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PANEL, FROM PAGE 4

graduate student who helped
develop the “Big Walls” project.
“It has given me a skillset that
is hugely valuable to what I want
to do in the future,” she said. “Now
I can go out and market [myself]
in a professional way.”
Ashley King, a freshman design
major who acted as the official
gong-hitter to time the artists’
answers, said the panel made her
think differently about street art.
“The way the artists brought
attention to appropriation was
amazing,” King said. “Being

a millennial, [I thought] it was
cool that their views connect to
our views because there is such
a gap between the two ages—the
adult art world and the growing
art world.”
The panel discussed artwork
“over saturation,” one result of
social media, but also acknowledged its positive influences.
Zumi, who is painting her
mural on the 910 S. Michigan
Ave. Building, noted social media’s
influence on art, specifically
through platforms like Instagram
and Snapchat, and how art has
spread to a larger audience.

“[Street art is] celebrating an art
that is outside the art parameters,”
she said. “People are starting to
understand the value.”

» EVAN BELL/CHRONICLE
Mark Kelly, vice president of Student
Success, introduced the “Big Walls”
panel May 5.
aparrella@chroniclemail.com

SENATE, FROM PAGE 6

With unanimous approval,
Giroux, along with workgroup
members including Peter
Carpenter, acting chair of the
Dance Department and former
Faculty Senate President, and
Pegeen Quinn, associate provost
of Academic Personnel, will begin
meeting this summer and will present at the first Fall 2016 Semester
meeting Aug. 26.
The 2015–2016 members whose
two-year term ended were then dismissed to make room for still-eligible members and new members.

Foster-Rice said several openings
will be filled through nominations
beginning next week.
Sarah Odishoo, an associate professor in the English Department
and new 2016–2017 at-large senator,
said she helped form an earlier rendition of the Senate five years ago.
After stepping away so the group
could start “fresh,” she returned.
“We are going through a period
of adjustment, and that is an
important time,” Odishoo said.
“It might be good to be seeing a
future at Columbia.”
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

Photo: Drea Howenstein

MASTER OF ARTS
IN TEACHING

MASTER OF ARTS
IN ART EDUCATION

SAIC’s Master of Arts in Teaching program
cultivates critical citizenship and social
engagement. saic.edu/mat

The Master of Arts in Art Education program
is an individualized, 36-credit-hour program
for art and design educators and agents of
change. saic.edu/maae

Accepting Applications
for Fall 2016
APPLY NOW
saic.edu/gradapp
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You’re taking
» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
Nic Ruley, an adjunct professor in the Television Department, moderated a panel
on sexual assault awareness May 3 at Film Row Cinema, located in the 1104 S.
Wabash Ave. Building.
DOC, FROM PAGE 7
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a deep, intellectual musician.
conversation between a Texas I’ve been calling it a live perSen. Ted Cruz supporter and a formance biographical radio
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders documentary. It is like a 3D
supporter in a coffee shop.
audio experience.”
Siletzky said she was able to
Siletzky said she was exposed
screen her own piece for the to different methods of creating
event, entitled “Tuba Piece.” She documentaries, and her piece was
described the piece as a radio doc- her way of pushing the boundarumentary with live performance, ies of documentary.
which focuses on a professional
“This class was all about teachtuba player from Chicago whose ing us the different ways documusic plays through speakers as mentary exists: interactive ways,
his story unfolds to address issues photography, radio and all of the
with his identity as a tuba player. different ways you can make
“Tuba is often perceived as a a documentary that are valid,
silly instrument—it’s two-di- important ways,” Siletzky said.
mensional,” Siletzky said. “[The
subject of the documentary] is
cbradley@chroniclemail.com
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Expansion plans in progress for Big Walls movement » ColumbiaChronicle/Multimedia

“Hamilton” begins its national tour
to Chicago’s PrivateBank Theatre,
18 W. Monroe St., Sept. 27.

» Courtesy JASON DAVIS

‘Hamilton’ brings revolution to Chicago
» SPENCER HALL
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

“will not throw
away their shot” when the groundbreaking
blockbuster musical “Hamilton” starts its
national tour in the Windy City Sept. 27 at
the PrivateBank Theatre, 18 W. Monroe St.
“Hamilton” tells the story of “The 10
Dollar Founding Father” Alexander
Hamilton. Written by and starring LinManuel Miranda on Broadway, the show
has racked up various accolades since its
Broadway debut July 13, 2015.
“Hamilton” won a 2016 Grammy for its
cast recording, a 2016 Pulitzer Prize in
Drama and a record 16 Tony Award nominations, the most nominations to go to any
single musical in history, surpassing “The
Producers” and “Billy Elliot.”
Pre-sale tickets for the Chicago performances have already sold out. The
show’s producer, Jeffrey Seller, divulged
in a recent New York Times profile that
“Hamilton” rakes in more than $500,000
weekly on Broadway—a staggering profit
for a modern musical.
Ashton Byrum, an assistant professor in
the Theatre Department and coordinator
of Columbia’s Musical Theatre program,
said it is not surprising that the show is a
hit, especially among younger fans.
CHICAGO THEATER FANS

“It is sold out for a reason,” Byrum said.
“To [get inspiration] from an old white
guy on the $10 bill and make it look like
America today—it’s easier to identify with
when you see yourself [working] on stage.”
Hamilton has also made headlines for its
unique take on history. Miranda’s diverse
cast and use of hip-hop-inspired music for
a show about the nation’s Founding Fathers
has inspired a new generation of musical
theater fans.
Miranda previously won recognition
in 2008 with his Tony-winning musical
“In The Heights.” As a 36-year-old Puerto
Rican rapper from New York, Miranda
has inspired theater fans to follow in his
footsteps even more with the success of
“Hamilton,” Byrum said.
“Every student who talks to me about this
[musical] asks, ‘How do I become him?’”
Byrum said. “It’s so inspiring for them and
exciting for us because there’s this whole
new generation [of people] who find a place
in musical theater.”
“Hamilton-mania,” as many have called
the widespread obsession with the musical, is not limited to the stage. The show’s
cast album has attracted fans who may not
usually listen to musicals, said Khalehla
Rixon, who hosts “Hamilton The Podcast”
with fellow fan Brittani Nichols. The Los
Angeles-based duo focuses on a specific

song from the musical’s album in each
episode, Rixon said.
“I was talking about ‘Hamilton’ to anyone
who would listen to me, and a lot of those
people were getting annoyed because they
weren’t as obsessed with it as I was, except
for Brittani,” Rixon said. “We started
having these text conversations about
‘Hamilton.’ One day, I texted her, ‘Why isn’t
there a podcast about ‘Hamilton?’ And we
pretty much went from there.”
Nichols said the show has a wide appeal
because of its distinct style of blending
old-school hip-hop and show tunes.
“There’s a song for everyone, whether
you’re into pop music or hip-hop—it’s all
there,” Nichols said. “A lot of people take
for granted how wide of an audience [hiphop] has, and that was a big draw for any
person to hear an album with really good
rap music.”
Grace Schwartzenberger, a Second City
box office employee who purchased a ticket
for the upcoming Chicago performance as
part of a group of 19 other fans, the only
way tickets for the show were pre-sold, said
she thinks the show’s broad appeal will
positively affect the theater community for
years to come due to its crossover appeal
and diverse casting choices.
“A lot of people don’t make those bold
choices because they’re sitting on a

history of plays done a certain way,”
Schwartzenberger said. “The fact that this
play has helped change that and the amount
of success it’s had is really going to make
people more comfortable doing shows like
this in the future.”
shall@chroniclemail.com
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My swan song:

Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
7:30 p.m.
$33

W

hen I joined The Columbia
Chronicle in the fall of
2013, I was loud, scrappy
and at times a little too outspoken.
Like many 19-year-olds in their sophomore year of college would, I acted defiantly
of my student editors and sometimes
struggled to admit my own faults.
Although my initial experience working
at The Chronicle was overwhelmingly
positive and educational, it became
clear to me that I had some growing up
to do before I could take on the professional environment of the newsroom.
This realization, paired with unforeseen financial circumstances, led to me
taking a semester off from Columbia
to move back home, where I worked
full time saving money for college.
I spent the next eight months working
two jobs at my local Olive Garden and Red
Robin restaurants. Serving tables and
dealing with angry customers was the
wake-up call I needed before returning
to Columbia the following fall semester
and rejoining The Chronicle's staff.
I was focused, determined and
dedicated to making the most of The
Chronicle's opportunities by learning
everything I could from the experience.
As I wrap up my final semester working at The Chronicle, it is only right
that I recognize some incredibly special
friends, mentors and co-workers who
have supported me along the way.
It would not be right to recognize
these people without first shouting
out to my editor-in-chief and best
friend of several years, Kyra Senese.
Kyra, it's difficult to put the amount of love
I have for you into words. But I have had so
much fun working alongside you and feel
so fortunate to have shared this experience
with my best friend. We have overcome so
many challenges together, from increased
pressures from the college administration
and more limited access to information or
sources. We've stuck together through all
the highs and the lows, and this experience
has only brought us closer as lifelong friends.
It's been a long, stressful yet rewarding
year, and I can proudly say we slayed it.
Equally as supportive throughout this
process were The Chronicle's advisers:
Chris Richert, Jeff Lyon, Stephanie
Goldberg and Len Strazewski.
Chris, I admire you so much for your
20 THE CHRONICLE MAY 9, 2016
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CATE LE BON

BEN FOLDS

Schubas Tavern
3159 N. Southport Ave.
8 p.m.
$15, 21+

Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
8 p.m.
$35, 18+

Thursday, May 12
strong work ethic and big heart. You inspire
me every day to grow as a person and never
give up on chasing my dreams. Thank
you so much for your endless support.
Jeff, you have been an amazing mentor,
and I feel so lucky to have benefited from
your journalistic wisdom. I have learned
so much from you that I will carry with
me throughout the rest of my career.
Stephanie, your innate curiosity and
love for learning have always inspired
me. From you, I have learned to think
more critically and grown as a writer.
Len, this semester working together
has been brief, but I have already taken
so much from your wealth of knowledge
and creative approach to journalism.
To my "Chron babies," Megan Bennett
and Lauren Kostiuk: I'll never forget the
special talk we had during that late-night
Red Line ride (And thank you, Arabella, for
sitting patiently through it). I really want
you two to know that I meant every word I
said that night. You have brought me some
of my fondest memories of my time at The
Chronicle, and you are both so talented and
hardworking. I take great pride in how much
you both have accomplished and everything
I have learned from working with you.
Last, I need to give a the biggest of
thanks to my mentor and friend Tyler
Eagle. From the first time I set foot into
The Chroncle's office, you took me under
your wing and never stopped supporting
me. I have learned so much from you and
will never forget all that you have done
for me, even when I didn't deserve it.
I may still be loud, determined and
outspoken as I was three years ago, but I
have learned from my Chronicle family
how to channel those qualities into my
journalistic reporting and writing.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
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Saturday, May 14

NADA SURF

HAR MAR SUPERSTAR

Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
8 p.m.
$25

Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
9 p.m.
$17, 21+

FROM THE FRONT ROW
Tom May, singer and
guitarist of The Menzingers, performed during the
band's show at The Metro
on Nov. 20.

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

Joshua Radin performed at
SPACE in Evanston May 4 as part
» SANTIAGO
COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
of his Solo
Acoustic U.S. Tour.
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I

owa native Christopher Ford began writing music 10 years ago as a way to express
emotional experiences.
Known for his boisterous, comedic and
improvisational live performances and raw
lyrics, Ford—better-known as Christopher
the Conquered—has already played 600
shows in 2016 across Europe and the United
States. He also took part in the Sofar Sounds
Midwest Tour from April 21–24.
His first full-length album, Giving Up on
Rock & Roll, which he describes as a “gospel-inspired theatrical rock ‘n’ roll album”
that showcases his musical progression, will
be released by Maximum Ames Records on
May 13. The album’s title track was released
March 4, 2015, and has more than 70,000
plays on SoundCloud, as of press time.
The Chronicle spoke with Ford about
his performance style, his new album and
unforgettable touring experiences.
THE CHRONICLE: How did you choose
your stage name?
CHRISTOPHER FORD: It’s the opposite of
what people would expect. The point of it is
to give people an idea of what they can expect
from my songwriting or performance—that

Christopher ‘Conquered’ first full-length album
it’s going to be something twisted, satirical
and witty, imbued with a touch of humility.

Because of [Sofar’s] priority on creating an
engaged experience, it worked really well for
what I’m trying to do with having a presence
What is the story behind the title track, sort of performance—it’s basically the best
“Giving Up on Rock & Roll”?
possible scenario, especially when I am perI wrote the song in response to my dissatis- forming solo. I could live my career playing
faction with the way I had happened to stum- those kind of shows.
ble along in my artistic career so far. There’s
never a clear vision of my goal artistically, How does your performance style conlike what impact I want to make or what’s the nect with the audience?
purpose of each song. This album is the first Having a present performance is about bringalbum of my now “purpose-driven artistic ing people into the moment, out of their heads
career,” and that was the first song I wrote in and just living with reality for a minute. I like
response to not doing it for selfish reasons but
trying to consider the energy and time of the
listener. It’s about liberating yourself from
the life you stumbled into because you didn’t
have a direction until you found a direction.
What’s the most unexpected thing
that’s happened while performing?
I had a guy in Germany that came up in
the middle of a song, and he wanted me to
play “Kentucky Rain” by Elvis Presley, and
I was like, “I don’t really know the words but
you can sing,” and I gave him the mic in the
middle of the song, and he sang a capella the
entirety of “Kentucky Rain.” I don’t know if
it was cool or not, but it just was what it was.
How was the Sofar Tour experience?

“Changes”
“Brand New Day”
“We’ll Meet Again”
“Thunder Road”
“Once In a Lifetime”

David Bowie

“Moment 4 Life”

Van Morrison

“Graduation Day”

She & Him
Bruce Springsteen
Talking Heads

Staff Playlist

Nicki Minaj ft. Drake
Head Automatica

“London Bridge”

WEBMASTER

“No Air”

Josh Groban

“Say Goodbye”

“What a Catch, Donnie”

Fall Out Boy

“Never Can Say Goodbye”

LCD Soundsystem

“Bitter Sweet Symphony”

The Verve

Jordin Sparks

“Goodbye Yellow Brick Road”

Elton John

Chris Brown

“5,000 Candles in the Wind”

Mouse Rat

Big Sean & Jhene Aiko

“You Raise Me Up”

“Dance Yrself Clean”
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Christopher the Conquered is scheduled to
play at The Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia Ave.,
June 16. For tickets, visit HideoutChicago.com.
Visit ColumbiaChronicle.com for the full Q&A.

Christopher the Conquered is
scheduled to perform at The
Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia Ave.,
June 16 to support his first fulllength album.

The end of an era
» SPENCER HALL

to think it can encourage others to do the
same, and I like to be a catalyst for people
expressing themselves. Self-expression [and]
creating art [are] great [tools] for getting the
most out of life.

Jackson 5

“See You Again” Wiz Khalifa ft. Charlie Puth

“California Dreamin’” The Mamas & The Papas

“End of the Road”

Boyz II Men
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» GRETCHEN STERBA
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
MANY MILLENNIALS CONSIDER them-

selves photographers because
they have an Instagram account
with filters. But Kenneth Josephson, 83, has been a photography
innovator since the ‘50s.
Josephson, born in Detroit and
now a Wicker Park resident, is best
known for his conceptual photography, a style staged to depict a certain idea, like a picture overlapping
another object in the picture.
His work has been featured in
the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington D.C., the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York City
and the Art Institute of Chicago,
where he was a professor for more
than 35 years.
Though his work is primarily
created in Chicago, he currently
has an exhibit at the Gitterman

Gallery in New York that runs
through June.
“I was in a very high-power, creative environment that encouraged experimentation, and we
could try anything we wanted
as long as the result worked,”
Josephson said of his experience
when he first came to the city and
enrolled at the Institute of Design
in Chicago, part of the Illinois
Institute of Technology.
Many of Josephson’s images
show him holding a postcard of
a scenic location, like in Sweden,
Chicago or New York, overlaid on
the same location.
“It was like going back to the
scene of where the postcard was
made, and usually, there was a
time difference between the postcard and when I made my blackand-white photograph,” Josephson
said. “It was like a representation
of two moments overlapping in

» Courtesy GLITTERMAN GALLERY AND STEPHEN DAITER GALLERY
Kenneth Josephson, an 83-year-old photographer located in Chicago, has been
regarded as one of the innovators of conceptual photography since the ‘50s.

the same space and mixing time.
The juxtaposition created a new,
special relationship.”
Josephson said he was always
able to capture interesting
moments of daily life while living
in Chicago because of the wide
variety of people and places the
city provided.
“[There were] endless things
to photograph in Chicago,”
Josephson said.

Josephson’s partner, Marilyn
Zimmerwoman, said he still photographs to this day, most recently
on April 28 before his book signing
at the Robert Koch Gallery located
in San Francisco.
“Everybody asks if Ken still photographs, and I can say he still lives
to constellate his life around his
work,” Zimmerwoman said. “He
still packs a camera and film, and
devotedly carries them with him.”

Tom Gitterman, owner of
Gitterman Gallery, said his gallery
only shows work the curators are
“personally moved by.”
Josephson was a man whose
work spoke for itself, Gitterman
said. Because of that, he has had
three exhibitions displayed at the
Gitterman Gallery since 2008,
according to Gitterman.
Gitterman said he admires
Josephson for being a proponent of
conceptual photography for more
than 60 years.
He said Josephson has influenced generations of artists by following his intuition and allowing
his personal experience to shine
through his work.
“His work has a singular expression, and it stands out amongst
other work within similar genres,”
Gitterman said. “When artists
try to work too hard to try to be
different, they end up actually
becoming more alike.”
Josephson’s book detailing
his work entitled “The Light of
Coincidence,” which was published earlier this May and is
also on display through July at
SEE KEN, PAGE 33

Photographer turns
Chicago into his dark room

5¢

MAY 9. 2016 THE CHRONICLE 23

A mother’s story: Reliving the shooting s
Story by Andrea Salcedo Llaurado

W

hen a doorbell rings in the dead of night in Chicago’s
Englewood neighborhood, hearts leap into throats and
mothers panic; it can’t be good.
In the early hours of Jan. 7, 2011, Gloria Pinex received an unexpected visitor. She had been waiting for her son, Darius
Pinex, to come home from visiting his child’s mother’s house, where
he was planning his 11-year-old daughter’s birthday party scheduled
for the next day.
From the other side of the front door, a friend of Darius’ said, “Darius
is dead.”
Dressed in her pajamas, Gloria Pinex did not let her son’s friend into
her house.
“Just like that, Darius [is] dead,” she said in her living room five
years later, as she recalled for The Chronicle what happened the night
her 27-year-old son was shot and killed by Chicago police officers
Raoul Mosqueda and Gildardo Sierra.
“I did not want to go out
[to the shooting scene],” she
said, holding a black-andwhite portrait of her son. “I
was hoping and praying that
[it was not my son], but it
was him.”
Darius Pinex is only one
of the 299 black people who
have been shot and in many
cases slain by Chicago police
from 2008–2015, according
to the Police Accountability
Task Force report published
in April. Despite the city being almost evenly distributed demographically among
black, white and Hispanic
individuals, black Chicagoans were most likely to be
involved in police shootings.
Of the 404 police-related
An abandoned poster of
Darius lies on a neighshootings in this period, only
bor’s front lawn near
55 victims were Hispanic
1119 W. Marquette Road,
across from the shooting
and just 33 were white.
scene.
Cases similar to Pinex’s—
such as that of unarmed
black teenager Michael
Brown, who was shot and killed by police officer Darren Wilson in
August 2014 in Ferguson, Missouri, and black teenager Laquan McDonald, who was shot 16 times and killed by police officer Jason Van
Dyke in Chicago on Oct. 20, 2014—have been thrust into the national
spotlight precipitating movements like #BlackLivesMatter.
Christopher Donner, assistant professor in the Criminal Justice &
24 THE CHRONICLE MAY 9, 2016

Design by Alexander Aghayere
Criminology Department of Loyola University Chicago, said
people often cite racial minorities’ statistics in terms of their
representation in the criminal justice system compared to their
representation in the population.
“One statistic often thrown out is that [black Americans]
make up about 13 percent of the country
and about 40–45 percent of the criminal justice population,” Donner said.
On a national scale, 990 Americans were shot dead by police in 2015;
of these, 258 or 26 percent were
black, according to the Washington
Post’s database.
Gloria Pinex filed a lawsuit against the
city, lost the case and has now been granted a second trial scheduled for July 18 after Judge Edmond Chang found that city
lawyers intentionally withheld evidence or
failed to properly search for evidence.
As she further recalled details of the scene,
she gripped the portrait tighter and tears ran
down her cheeks.
When Gloria and her mother arrived at the
scene at 1119 W. Marquette Road, the area
was bustling with police cars and curious
neighbors, onlookers and friends, who attempted to reassure her that the police had
yet to identify the body and that they hoped
it was not Darius.
But Gloria said she knew it was her son
who had died. She recognized his car, a
1998 green Oldsmobile Aurora, parked in
the middle of the street surrounded by yellow tags and a taped crime scene.
“My mother wanted to tear the tape
down [to see him],” Gloria said. “I had to
stop my mother before they shot [her]
as well.”
Gloria said she stood at the scene for
hours waiting for an explanation from
the police.
“They never told me [it was my
son],” Gloria said. “Not one police officer told me anything.”
Gloria said WGN reporter Judy Wang
officially broke the news of Darius’
reported
death
to her at about Gloria Pinex, mother of
3 a.m. when pur 27-year-old Darius Pinex
who was shot and killed by
suing an interview Chicago police officers in
2011, could not hold back
her tears when recalling the
night of the shooting.

scene
Gloria Pinex said her son
Darius was family-oriented
and is missed by his three
daughters who are 6, 14
and 16 years old.

My mother wanted to tear the tape down [to see him]. I
had to stop my mother before they shot [her] as well.
— Gloria Pinex
with her at the scene.
Gloria said she was determined to stay at the scene until she
could see her son.
“They tried to tell me that he was no longer there,” she said. “I
knew they [were] lying.”
Gloria said she watched the forensics team pull her son’s body
out of his car.
They laid him on the ground to examine his wounds: one gunshot wound in the right ear and two others in the right upper arm,
which left multiple holes in his black jacket and T-shirt, according
to his autopsy report.
Gloria said she stayed at the shooting scene until she saw her
son’s body being put into the morgue’s vehicle. Without further
explanation, Gloria was told she could see her son’s body at the
morgue at 11 a.m. that same day.
But when Gloria arrived at the morgue at the scheduled time,
she was told the autopsy report was not yet ready.
“It took them weeks [to complete the report],” Gloria said.
Five years after her son’s death, dressed in jeans, a red leather
jacket and black boots, she walked several blocks from her apartment to a place that evoked bitter memories.
Cigarette in hand, Gloria signaled where she found her son’s
car. “[When he died], it felt like it [was] the end of the world for
[me],” she said.
On her way back to her three-bedroom apartment, Gloria said
her family still celebrated Darius’ 11-year-old daughter’s birthday
party the day after his death.
“[We wanted] to live up to his spirit,” Gloria Pinex said. “I [was]
down, but it [was] her day. He was very fatherly oriented. [He]
was a good daddy and son.”

The shooting

At approximately 9 p.m. on Jan. 6, 2011, officers Raoul
Mosqueda and Gildardo Sierra started their shift—their first
time working together. Mosqueda was the driver of the
Chevy Tahoe and Sierra sat in the passenger’s seat.
At approximately 9:56 p.m., a series of radio transmissions about a police chase was broadcast over police
district four, zone 8 radio channel.
The radio transmissions revealed
police officers were chasing a black
Oldsmobile Aurora with rims and a
temporary plate, wanted for “fleeing and eluding.”

Photos by Maria Cardona

“At the way he was driving and the amount of
shootings in the area, we are going to assume
there is a weapon in that car,” said police officers on zone 8 radio transmissions.
Mosqueda and Sierra were assigned to the
seventh district that night, which corresponds
to zone 6 radio channel.
At approximately 10 p.m., a recap of zone 8
radio calls aired over zone 6 channel. The call
did not disclose details such as the car’s color or if it had rims and instead described the
chase as a “traffic pursuit” rather than as “fleeing and eluding.” The call did not report speculation about a weapon in the car connected to
the shootings in the area.
Mosqueda and Sierra may have heard this
recap because the call was broadcast over their
district’s radio zone, according to the 72-page
court decision.
A little after 1:35 a.m. on Jan. 7, both officers encountered a “dark-colored” Oldsmobile
Aurora with “temporary plates,” according to
Mosqueda’s deposition. Mosqueda claimed he
thought this was the vehicle mentioned in the
previous call.
According to Mosqueda’s Independent Police Review Authority statement, both officers
pulled the car over for that reason alone.
As the judge wrote in his detailed decision,
“Mosqueda and Sierra did not do certain things
that one might expect police officers pulling
over a dangerous vehicle to do.”
First, Mosqueda and Sierra did not call for
backup. Secondly, they did not call in to report
they were stopping the vehicle and finally, they
did not call in the license plate to verify that
the Aurora’s plate matched the Aurora from the
previous call. If they had done this, they would
have found that the license plates were not
the same. After pulling over the Aurora, which
Darius Pinex was driving, Sierra and Mosqueda got out of their Tahoe and approached
the vehicle. Inside the car was also passenger
Matthew Colyer, who was sitting in the front
passenger’s seat.
The sequence of events that followed was disputed by both sides during the trial. According
to court documents, Sierra approached Darius
on the driver’s side of the car while Mosqueda approached Colyer from the other side. At
some point, Darius reversed the car, hitting a
light post. Colyer fell out of the car when the
car began to reverse and Mosqueda fell to the
ground. Simultaneously, Sierra fired one shot at
the car but did not hit the passengers. Darius then
drove away from the light post. Mosqueda opened
fire and killed Darius.

The first trial:
inconsistent versions

In 2012, Gloria filed a second lawsuit against
officers Sierra and Mosqueda as well as the
City of Chicago. Her first lawsuit had been
MAY 9, 2016 THE CHRONICLE 25

dismissed with permission to refile
a few months before. Because Colyer’s family also filed a previous lawsuit, both families’ lawsuits were
consolidated; the lawsuit alleged
excessive force in violation of the
Fourth Amendment.
Attorneys Jordan Marsh, Tom Aumann and Dana Pesha represented
Sierra, Mosqueda and the city during
the trial.
According to court records, officers Mosqueda and Sierra said
they stopped Darius’ car because
they believed it matched the description of an Aurora that officers
could not pull over hours earlier
that night.
Officer Mosqueda claimed he
heard the car’s description over his
police-car radio from a dispatcher
in the Office of Emergency Management
and
Communications,
but not directly from the fourth
district calls.
Mosqueda said the dispatcher summarized the fourth district’s car description and said the Aurora was
wanted for a shooting or that there
might be a gun in the car.
Officer Sierra’s version remained
inconsistent. In Sierra’s Independent
Police Review Authority statement,
he said he heard the same dispatch
as Mosqueda, and in his deposition,
Sierra claimed he only remembers
Mosqueda telling him about it.
According to the officers, when
stopped, Darius attempted to drive
away, putting Mosqueda and Sierra’s
life at risk. Mosqueda said he was
pushed down by the car’s open door,
and Sierra said he was eventually endangered when Darius sped toward
him. That is when the officers opened
fire and killed him.
Darius’ and Matthew Colyer’s lawyers claimed the officers aggressively
stopped Pinex’s car, rushed out with
guns drawn and pointed at them
while screaming. Their version also
stated that because the officers fired
the first shot without reason, Darius
attempted to flee.
Mosqueda said he had his gun
drawn when exiting the police car because of the dispatcher’s warning that
the Aurora was wanted in a shooting
or might have had a gun inside.
The plaintiffs’ attorneys asked for a
recording of what Mosqueda claimed
to have heard on the radio and any
other documents related to the recording during the discovery phase of
2012 and 2013 but never received it.
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The plaintiffs argued that Mosqueda was lying and that the officers
“executed an overly aggressive traffic
stop for their own reasons or no reason at all.”
However, on the fourth day of the
trial, the city revealed the recording
did not mention that the Aurora contained a gun or that the car was wanted for a shooting.
The plaintiffs asked for a directed
verdict in their favor or a new trial
including attorneys’ fees and costs.
The jury ultimately ruled in favor of
Mosqueda and Sierra, but the Court
authorized a post-trial discovery
phase to determine the extent of the
discovery violation.
During the post-trial discovery
phase, it became clear to Judge
Chang that senior city lawyer Jordan Marsh knew about the OEMC
recording and intentionally failed to
disclose it.
But Marsh was not the only one
who did not provide evidence.
Thomas Aumann, the other city
lawyer, failed to properly search
for the recording and related
documents requested by the
plaintiffs, Judge
Chang found.
Considering these
violations, the Court denied a
directed verdict but granted a new
trial because the first one was unfair to the plaintiffs’ presentation
of their case and “was hurt beyond repair by the [undisclosed
recording] surprise.”
The Court also awarded plaintiffs
attorneys’ fees and costs for the first
trial and the post-trial discovery and
briefing. Gloria returns to trial on
July 18.
Tracy Siska, executive director of
the Chicago Justice Project, said organizations such as the Independent
Police Review Authority and the Bureau of Internal Affairs are not held
accountable for their work because
they lack transparency.
“It is very hard to hold anything accountable where there is no transparency,” Siska said.
Siska also said the officers’ use of
force should be looked at on a caseby-case basis, but that the police
should focus on de-escalation tactics.
“The police in America are quick to
use force against any resistance when
that clearly is not the best tactic,”
Siska said.

Gloria Pinex (left) and her
mother, Gloria Johnson,
during a break at her April
19 settlement hearing at
Dirksen Federal Building,
219 S. Dearborn St.

» ALEXANDER AGHAYERE/CHRONICLE

However, Siska said he does not
think there is anything the police department can do to make police accountability a core CPD value.
“We need political reform, economic development in the community and independence of the police,”
Siska added.
Loyola’s Donner said there have
been incremental adjustments to
change policing and improve police
accountability and transparency;
however, more needs to be done.
“Misconduct has always been a
problem; [excessive] use of force
has always been a problem, and it is
going to continue to be a problem,”
Donner said. “Better hiring, training,
policy, supervision [and] transparency can push policing forward, but
those things take time, effort and resources. You are not going to see policing change overnight.”

Heading back to court

“The word is there is no word,” said
Steven Greenberg, one of Gloria’s at-

torneys, as he stood outside of the
April 19 court hearing room where
Gloria and her team of attorneys
were offered an undisclosed amount
to settle.
Wearing a white shirt, skirt and
matching stockings, Gloria sat beside
her mother, Gloria Johnson, and gave
her family soft smiles.
“I denied the offer,” Gloria told The
Chronicle that afternoon. “I did not
want that.”
Gloria said she arrived at the hearing open to negotiation, but she was
not satisfied with the offer.
“I am looking for my grand-babies
to be taken care of,” she said. “I cannot let this slide.”
Gloria is determined to come out
victorious this summer.
“I [sought] out the truth, and I got
the truth,” she said. “They lied on my
son 100 percent, and I am glad I have
got the truth...He [is] gone for nothing. He should still be here.”
asalcedo@chroniclemail.com
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Second City’s ‘Red Line Runs
Through’ select stations
» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

T

he Second City e.t.c.’s 40th
Revue opened May 5 with
a refreshing change—a
predominantly female cast for
the second time in company history—but only a few belly laughs.
“A Red Line Runs Through It” at
the company’s e.t.c theater, 230 W.
North Ave., features four women
and two men. It gets high marks
for creative jokes but not for the
uneven quality of sketches.
Returning e.t.c. cast members
Lisa Beasley and Scott Morehead,
from past e.t.c. revue “Soul Brother,
Where Art Thou,” were joined by
Aasia Bullock, Katie Klein, Julie
Marchiano and Peter Kim, the
first gay Asian man to be on one
of the company’s residency stages.
The show’s diverse cast, which
showcased two black female

comedians, gave voice to issues
that might otherwise be ignored.
Bullock and Beasley made fun of
“white people food,” discussed the
Black Lives Matter Movement
and shared a sketch called “Black
Girl Magic,” making references to
Beyoncé’s “Formation.”
Directed by Matt Hovde and
composed by Jesse Case, the show
included a few memorable musical
numbers with hip-hop choruses
that beautifully mimicked the hit
Broadway musical “Hamilton.”
The Red Line stations referenced in the show’s title are the
backdrop for a number of skits,
conveying the show’s theme of
past, future and the ever-changing
landscape of uncertainty. Some
skits poked fun at specific stations,
like Kim and Marchiano’s datenight scene off the Wilson stop,
where gunshots could be heard
outside of a studio apartment.

» Courtesy TODD ROSENBERG
Second City’s “A Red Line Runs Through It” opened May 5 and brutally satirizes some of Chicago’s notable political figures.

Unfortunately, much of the
show’s political humor didn’t connect with the crowd, leaving pockets of silence that may have been a
sign that the show’s content was
too serious for a Saturday night.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel got a
great deal of stage time in the
form of a large portrait hanging
on stage left, but a joke about his
four-fingered hand fell flat.
The show fared better with a
sketch criticizing Emanuel for
approving DePaul University’s

new stadium at McCormick Place,
part of his $300 million in architecture projects, instead of putting money toward city needs like
education and public housing, in
their perfect-burn of a song “Rama
Lama Ding Dong.”
The city-related inside jokes
were also left hanging among
tourists while locals laughed out
loud. For instance, a sketch about
Frank Lloyd Wright’s museum in
Chicago suburb Oak Park garnered
minimal audience engagement,

attesting to the audience’s makeup
of mostly out-of-towners.
Compared to the Mainstage’s
show “Fool Me Twice, Dèjá Vu,”
the revue’s sketches felt rushed
and left some strings untied.
The writing was clever and
brutally honest, but tightening
it a bit and further kneading the
punchiest political pricks would
have given the audience a comedy
package they would not forget.
aparrella@colum.edu
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Reductress combines
feminism, comedy
» GRETCHEN STERBA
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

together in New York. The website, often referred to as being
“I CAN’T TELL if my Three-Week- the female version of The Onion,
Old Daughter is a Feminist Yet” is illustrates a Cosmopolitan-like
one of the many headlines on the format poking fun at people who
first and only feminist satirical body shame women.
website Reductress.
“One hard and fast rule is to
Founders Beth Newell and make sure you’re punching up
Sarah Pappalardo created the site and not punching down in comedy,”
in 2013 after performing comedy Pappalardo said.
» Courtesy SARAH PAPPALARDO

Reductress is a satirical news website aimed at the female demographic.

Pappalardo, who has had
Chicago ties for more than a decade,
was a musical intern at the Second
City while attending DePaul
University from 2003–2008. She
also took classes at other local theaters including iO Chicago, located
at 1501 N. Kingsbury St.
Sections of the site include news,
entertainment, love and sex, and
“womanspiration,” a section aimed
at women but in a nontraditional
women’s magazine style, satirically discussing women’s issues
like pregnancy, relationships,
hair color and advice. One of the
headlines from the section reads,
“How To Open Your Second Vagina
Through Meditation.”
Pappalardo also said most of the
writers get inspiration to write
from current events or popular
trends by making them comedic.
“The way people talk at a certain
point in time can influence how
pieces are written,” Pappalardo
said. “We play on things a typical
women’s magazine would latch on
to and have fun with that.”
Stephanie Weber, a Chicagobased contributing writer for

Reductress and stand-up comedian in the city, developed her
love for comedy performance in
Chicago, but said her true passion
is writing. Weber has pitched
and written for Reductress since
December 2014.
She also writes for “The
Whiskey Journal,” a satirical,
fake-news website, and said she
appreciates the female audience
and staff at Reductress.
“A lot of times, male editors
don’t get it,” Weber said. “That’s
what I love about Reductress; it’s
a female-driven audience. Smart,
funny women read this, and guys,
too. I like that there is no consideration that ‘Oh, our audience won’t
get this.’”
Although Reductress has seen a
rapidly growing female fan base in
the last three years, men have also
enjoyed the site. More than 66,000
people have “liked” the Reductress
Facebook page.
“Since we’re dealing with a lot
of things that women have been
drowning in since they were teenagers [women respond more], but
I don’t think that means men are

excluded from the conversation,”
Pappalardo said.
Jen Ellison, an adjunct professor
in Columbia’s Theatre Department
and a director at the Second City,
is a fan of Reductress and thinks it
is one of the best-written satirical
women’s websites.
But what makes Reductress
stand out from other “Onion” ripoffs is the quality of writing as well
as its specific point of view for the
audience to read.
“Its aim is at a world where we
seem to think it’s alright to tell
women they are trolls in order to
sell them some mascara,” Ellison
said. “Sometimes the idea is ‘let’s
make [the website] as general as
possible, and it will hit a wider
mark,’ which is not always the case.
When it’s really specific, it winds
up hitting more people because
it’s relatable.”
The website also produces a podcast called “Mouth Time,”which
premiered in March and plays on
how the tropes of a magazine can
be interpreted by podcast culture.
gsterba@chroniclemail.com

$199.00

ZOOM Whitening
Call customer service to
book your appointment

1888-411-8648
Our Locations:
4445 N. Pulaski Street
Chicago, IL 60631
1605 S. Michigan Ave
Chicago, IL 60616
1634 E. 53rd Street
Chicago, IL 60615
offer expires March 1st, 2016
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» ZOË EITEL
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

with butts.
From Nicki Minaj and Kim
Kardashian to Chris Evans and
Channing Tatum, the best
celebrity glutes are always
a subject of debate, and
art is not immune to
booty fever.

AMERICA IS OBSESSED

Chicago’s first official “Butt
Hunt,” a butt-themed scavenger
hunt to be hosted May 12 at The
Art Institute of Chicago, 111 S.
Michigan Ave., is part of an event
series called “Museum Game
Nights” run by School of the Art
Institute of Chicago students
Rachel Kimpton, Lauren Wiley
and Melody Williams.

The students, all members of
the college’s Student Museum
Coalition, organized the Museum
Game Night initiative in conjunction with the college’s National Art
Education Association, according
to Adam Greteman, director of the
Masters of Arts in Teaching program at SAIC and faculty adviser
for NAEA.
The response to “Butt Hunt”
has been massive. More than
2,500 people have RSVP’d on the
Facebook event page indicating
interest in going, and more than

compete by coming up with the
best buns puns to go along with a
piece of museum art.
Greteman said the immediate
appeal of an event like Butt Hunt
is the “provocative playfulness” of
the title itself.
“[The event] allows for some
people [to have] broader conversations about representation of
bodies in the art world,” Greteman
said. “Butts might be low-brow, but
they’re something we all have.”
Kimpton said the goal of the
Museum Game Night series is to
artistically engage millennials
who might not find museums fun.
“People can feel alienated by a
museum, either because they feel
like it’s a place for solidarity [with]
particular codes of conduct, or
they think it’s a place just for
education,” Wiley said.
Anne Kennedy, a 21 year-old
from Brookfield, Illinois,
said she is planning to attend the
SEE BOOTY, PAGE 33

Hunt for ‘juicy booties’ at Art Institute

500 have said they are attending,
as of press time.
Wiley said she is anticipating
about 200–300 people who RSVP’d
will participate, but she would be
ecstatic if even 100 people came.
Attendees will have the chance
to participate in two Twitter-based
contests that will have corresponding hashtags for the tweets. The
contests will be limited to an hourand-a-half time slot. The first is all
about quantity: attendees will compete to see who can find the most
art and sculpture butts from a list
provided just before the hunt starts.
Booty hunters will have their
pun skills tested in the second
contest, a “caption
contest” in which
participants

» MITCH STOMNER/CHRONICLE

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS

$1 American Beer

$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!

5/11 - Steampunk DJ Joe V.

5/12 - Mod Explosion DJ VR
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Chicago building gets new faces
full of innovators and
trendsetters, a new advertising
campaign aims to tell the stories
of Chicagoans who will explain
why they represent Chicago.
“I AM CHICAGO,” an initiative
beginning this summer and continuing through 2018, will give
the 900 North Michigan Shops
a new look by using city dwellers’
stories to explain why they are
passionate about Chicago, said
Stacy Kolios, senior marketing
director for the Shops.
“The intent was to connect with
the local community and bring
real people into our advertising
campaign,” Kolios said. “We were
looking for people that have done
something for the city.”
“I AM CHICAGO” held open auditions April 5 to cast the “game changers” who represent the campaign.
Hundreds of people auditioned,
which the judging panel narrowed
IN A CITY

down to 14 finalists who each have
done something to benefit Chicago.
The finalists, who represent
diverse interests such as business,
charity, education and art, will be
featured on digital, video and print
advertisements for the shops.
Kolios said the panel was supposed to choose six finalists but
found it “near impossible” because
of the overwhelming response.
“I was blown away by people’s
stories, what they’ve done [and]
what they’re doing,” Kolios said.
“There’s so much talent and heart
in Chicago. It was wonderful to
hear people talk about what the
city means to them.”
Finalist Valerie Groth, 32, is
a former social worker and the
founder and executive director of
the Ryan Banks Academy, a nonprofit organization planning to
open the only boarding school for
inner-city youth in Chicago.
“I worked with a lot of kids who
went through difficult experiences—a lot of trauma, abuse, neglect,

CHECK

poverty, hunger [and] violence,”
Groth said. “I saw a need to build
a boarding school for these kids to
give them 24-hour services that
they weren’t always able to get.”
The academy is still in the works
and slated to begin operating in Fall
2017. Groth said her focus is fundraising for the project and finding
a location for the school.
She added that “I AM CHICAGO”
is an effective way for her to get
exposure for the school and get
more people to make donations or
give their support.
Bridgeport resident and finalist
Trevor Heffernan said it took nearly
a month after the audition for him to
find out he had been selected.
Heffernan started Chicago
Helicopter Experience in 2011
when he was 25 years old.
“The city never had helicopter
access, and it’s the only major city
that doesn’t,” Heffernan said. “I
set out to build a heliport and fly
helicopters out of the city, and I
had no background in it.”

us OUT

SEE CHICAGO, PAGE 33

» ZOË EITEL
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

» Courtesy CHICAGO HELICOPTER EXPERIENCE
Trevor Heffernan (pictured), founder and CEO of Chicago Helicopter Experience,
was chosen to be one of the 14 people featured in 900 North Michigan Shops’ “I
AM CHICAGO” advertising campaign from the summer of 2016–2018.

(From left) Top: Joshua Foster, Clayton Haddock, Jacob Wittich, Kyra
Senese, Evan Bell, Mitch Stomner. Middle: Brittany Brown, Spencer Hall.
Bottom: Jessica Scott, Begina Armstrong, Chris Shuttlesworth.

» MARIA CARDONA | CHRONICLE
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2016 Semester
coming to an end, some of The
Chronicle’s continuing and graduating staff members want to say,
“Check us out!”
Graduates of Spring 2016
include: Begina Armstrong, ad
& business manager; Evan Bell,
photo editor; Brittany Brown,
multimedia reporter; Santiago
Covarrubias, photo editor; Joshua
Foster, advertising account executive; Clayton Haddock, webmaster; Spencer Hall, arts & culture
editor; Dominique Jackson, metro
reporter; Jessica Scott, multimedia editor; Kyra Senese, editorin-chief; Chris Shuttlesworth,
multimedia reporter; and Mitch
Stomner, graphic designer.
Graduates of Fall 2015 include:
Saiyna Bashir, multimedia
reporter; and Brendan Church,
advertising account executive.
The Chronicle would like to
thank all of its graduating staff
members for the incredible work
they have put into the paper during
their time on staff.
WITH THE SPRING

ARTS & CULTURE

Is now hIrIng
for fALL 2016
Positions available for:

Copy Editors
Advertising & Marketing Sales
Graphic Designers
Opinions Editor
Photo Editors
Office Assistant

Webmaster
Campus Reporters
Metro Reporters
Arts & Culture Reporters
Multimedia Reporters
Freelancers (any section)

AppLy todAy!
Applications available online:

ColumbiaChronicle.com/employment
Office lOcated at:
33 E. Congress Parkway
Suite 224
312.369.8999
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Student filmmaker represents US at Cannes

Featured
Artist

surprised I was the only U.S. [filmmaker].
I didn’t even know the significance of
applying. It was a really hefty process
elected for her script “Amina’s Choice,” because there [are] so many loops and
the story of a young girl who must turns. Their website is in French, so it has
choose between a traditional marriage to be translated. I applied for it thinking I
and a college education, cinema art + sci- didn’t know if I would get in or not, so it’s
ence MFA candidate Fahima Mohamood is been really surprising.
the only U.S. filmmaker participating in the
It’s a lot more pressure now that I’ve
Maison Des Scénaristes Author-Producer found out I’m the only U.S. participant.
meetings at the 2016 Cannes Film Festival. I’m excited. Hopefully, I can shape up my
The Maison Des Scénaristes, an associa- French before then.
tion of scriptwriters dedicated to recognizing the value of screenwriting, has hosted What topics and themes do you
the International Scriptwriters’ Pavilion address as a filmmaker?
at Cannes annually since forming in 2014.
I usually like to focus on comedy, and I do
Mohamood was 6 years old when she usually focus on Muslim women. My protagmoved to the U.S. from Somalia. She enjoyed onists and topics usually relate to Muslim
writing from an early age and was inspired women. I focus on Muslim women living their
to pursue film by the lack of Muslim protag- lives, whether [the story is] a coming-of-age
onists on television.
tale, about a relationship or [something else]
The Chronicle spoke with Mohamood of that nature.
about her work as a filmmaker, her selection
by Maison Des Scénaristes to participate Does being a Muslim woman impact
in Cannes 2016 and the importance of her your work?
cultural heritage.
Yes, it definitely does. Growing up, I didn’t
really have any Muslim characters to folTHE CHRONICLE: What was it like low on TV—or any minority characters
being selected for the Author-Producer [at all]. I would write my own stories, and
meeting at Cannes?
when I became an adult, I went to film school
FAHIMA MOHAMOOD: I was very because I wanted to see myself and other

» JAKE MILLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

S

people of Muslim or other minority cultures
[represented]. We do exist, but in Hollywood,
we’re rarely seen.
What initially inspired you to become
a filmmaker?
I really liked writing stories when I was
younger, and I really liked screenwriting
because I felt like I could make up a whole
world with a background and my own characters and decide how it played out. I really
enjoyed that process. What drew me to
» Courtesy FAHIMA MOHAMOOD
Columbia was that I could learn to direct
The
annual
Maison
Des Scénaristes Author[in addition to] writing my own material. I
Producer
meeting
at
Cannes
Film Festival seeks
get to graduate with a few films under my belt.
Who are your biggest influences?
I really enjoy Spike Lee. He also focuses on
what he knows, and speaks from his own
background, which I really enjoy. Another one
is [Mira Nair], who did the film “Mississippi
Masala.” I like that she focuses on her culture. She’s from Uganda, and she focuses
on marriage and the cultural influences
[surrounding that].
Do you think the film industry has
begun to recognize more diverse voices
in the last several years?
In the last couple of years, we’ve seen a
lot more independent filmmakers get

to foster encounters between screenwriters,
directors, producers and other film professionals.

distribution. They’ve been able to do their
own work outside of Hollywood, which is
really nice. I think the internet has also
helped because [it provides] more [accessibility] for reaching a [unique] audience. Now,
filmmakers don’t need to wait for Hollywood
to give them the green light. They can create their own green light by putting it up on
their own website, and that definitely helps
speed the process along. Hollywood might
even come over and say, “We see you have a
following, and we would like to help.”
dmiller@chroniclemail.com
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the Robert Koch Gallery located
in San Francisco.
In addition to three exhibitions at the Gitterman Gallery,
Josephson has also had three exhibitions at the Robert Koch Gallery,
according to Ada Takahashi, one
of the principals at Robert Koch
Gallery. His work is already established in the art community, but
the gallery wanted his audience
to be broadened, she said.
“These works were providing
a visual vehicle for the viewer to
enter the image,” Takahashi said.

“It also revealed his role as the
image-maker without using any
other papers or Photoshop—he was
creating a collage.”
Unlike some artists, who can be
aggressive in building their careers
in the art world, Takahashi said
Josephson has no interest in that.
“He’s a very modest and quiet
individual,” Takahashi said. “He’s
a passionate person who has been a
bit under the radar. It’s really gratifying to see people gain a better
understanding of the breadth of
his work.”
gsterba@chroniclemail.com

BOOTY, FROM PAGE 29

event because she loved the Art
Institute’s “After Dark” event.
“Sometimes art can be taken a
little too seriously,” Kennedy said.
“Making art a little bit [more fun]
brings a younger culture to it.”
The game nights were originally planned to be biweekly, but
with the amount of attention Butt
Hunt has gotten, Wiley said they
will most likely be held once a
month instead.
While the first event is planned
for the Art Institute, SMC is
not limiting itself to only that

museum. Kimpton said the group
is in talks with the Museum of
Contemporary Art, 220 E. Chicago
Ave., for its next game night.
Kimpton and Wiley said the group
has many ideas for future events,
including a posing contest to try to
mimic the poses of paintings and
statues. A Harry Potter-themed
game could also be in the works.
“It feels good to have people
interested in art in this type of way,
like, ‘Why not laugh?,’” Kimpton
said. “Art museums don’t need to
be pretentious spaces.”

Heffernan said it was a “battle”
from the beginning to get all the
approvals he needed to start his
business and build the heliport.
The “I AM CHICAGO” campaign
is the first time Heffernan has gotten
recognition for what his business
has added to the city, he said.
“My background story and my
company are truly in line with the
campaign,” Heffernan said. “I represent the city from the air, and I’m
proud to be part of the campaign.”

zeitel@chroniclemail.com

zeitel@chroniclemail.com

CHICAGO, FROM PAGE 30

Join Columbia College Chicago’s American Sign Language Department for..

ASL Institute
Summer Session I 2016

Introduction to ASL

Six Week Workshop concentrates on development of
conversational fluency in American Sign Language (ASL).
Our Deaf Faculty teach the workshop. More information
including workshop description can be found online
Tuesdays
at colum.edu/asl.

Course Fee: $110.00

May 24th – June 28th
6:00p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Introduction to American Sign Language Part II
A Continuing Six Week Workshop further concentrates
on development of conversational fluency in American
Sign Language (ASL). Our Deaf Faculty teach
the workshop. More information
including workshop description can be found online
at colum.edu/asl.
Pre-requisite: Introduction to American Sign Language

Course Fee: $110.00

#ColumASL

REGISTER: www.colum.edu/asl - For more information, contact Nina at ncampbell@colum.edu
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reviews
APP

SCREEN

ARTS & CULTURE

scale

MUSIC

RANDOM

VH1’S “FAMILY
THERAPY WITH DR.
JENN”

OCEAN BY OCEAN
BY THE BOXER
REBELLION

ANIME

» SPENCER HALL
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

» JESSICA SCOTT
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

» CAROLYN BRADLEY
CAMPUS REPORTER

» GRADY FLANARY
COPY EDITOR

This app is pretty much the same as
Ted Cruz’s now-dead 2016 Presidential run: irrelevant. Who would’ve
thought all of the available Cruzbased trivia questions like ‘What is
Senator Cruz’s favorite sport to watch
on TV,’ would not be enough to secure
a nomination against Trump. Fun
fact: Cruz’s favorite food is cheese.
Specific AND relatable!

Dr. Jenn is back at it again. This time,
she is counseling families instead of
couples. Remember Tiffany from “Flavor of Love”? She and her mother are
two of the 11 celebrities on the show
that is as real as reality TV will get. Did
I mention, Damon Dash and the Lohan’s are getting help, too? You have to
check out VH1 Wednesday nights for
the drama and secrets.

Ocean by Ocean, released by the Boxer
Rebellion April 29, is the perfect album
to mark the season. The synth, beach
vibes and falsetto make me eager for
warm sunshine and figuring how to
pass the time. I can totally see myself
listening to these songs while repeatedly skimming some maxi skirt collection
or sipping coconut bubble tea to show
it’s clearly summer.

While anime is only an art form, per
se, it is still something which one
ought watch naught of. “Sword Art
Online” and “Attack On Titan”—two
popular shows featuring poor characterization, flimsy plots and generally
awful writing—are prime examples of
the general abysmal quality of anime.
However, gems like “Himouto! Umaru-chan” do sometimes shine through.

“TED CRUZ 2016”
APP

APP

“ROOMSTER” APP
UPDATE

SCREEN

“ARCHER” SEASON
7 EPISODE 6

MUSIC

RANDOM

CHILDISH BY
CHARLIE CURTISBEARD

TED CRUZ DROPPING
OUT OF THE RACE

» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

» SELENA COTTE
COPY CHIEF

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
CAMPUS EDITOR

» MCKAYLA BRAID
METRO EDITOR

Getting rides from strangers is normal
now, so living with them is common
too. In my desperate search for a stranger to fill my vacant room, I turned to
“Roomster,” the Tinder app for roommates. Having never used either, it took
me a while to grasp its interface, and
just when I did, they updated it. Now
it crashed and doesn’t let me stalk potential roommates. But it’s OK, because
most people are class-A creeps.

The show’s namesake, Archer Vice,
has seen the main crew say goodbye
to their spying ways (kind of ) and
hello to a world of private investigating, but not much else has changed for
the troublesome bunch, besides their
new LA locale. The bold two-part
episode in the middle of this season
concluded a tense hostage situation
with the show’s signature humor and
spy-like tactics.

Columbia music major Charlie Curtis
Beard’s LP Childish released in May features 16 emotionally-packed songs along
with other Columbia artists. Written and
produced by Curtis-Beard, he shares his
journey of self-discovery. The beautifully crafted album strikes a chord in your
body with a youthful sound that echoes
throughout every song. I can’t help relate
to the vulnerability of the album because
in the end, it is OK to be childish.

From elbowing his wife Heidi in the
face to an awkward hand grab with
Carly Fiorina, nothing can be worse
than knowing that Donald Trump is
now the Republican GOP nominee.
Blame Cruz’s dropout on the bad lip
reading videos, rumors about him actually being the Zodiac killer or his resemblance to Kevin from The Office.
Just know the jokes will outlive his
political career.
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top
our staff’s
top 5 picks:

video & blog
reviews

Video: “Because of
You For Cat”
Even if K-pop isn’t your genre-ofchoice, SHINyan’s debut music
video, “Because of You For Cat,” is
a good watch. SHINyan, a copycat
of K-pop band SHINee, features
not a single human member and is
instead made up of five cats. Led by
Scottish Fold Onewnyan, SHINyan’s five members spend the video
munching on canned food and
meowing to the melody, a surefire
hit with any cat lover.

Blog: “Hey Nadine”
Nadine Sykora is just your typical
girl consumed by wanderlust—except she decided to turn that into a
career. Follow Sykora’s adventures
through her blog, “Hey Nadine,”
where she has documented her
travels to more than 45 countries.
You’re able to live vicariously
through Sykora whether she’s caring for the cheetahs in South Africa
or scuba diving with the sharks in
Belize. Adventure is out there!

ARTS & CULTURE

SIGNS WESTERN
CIVILIZATION IS
DOOMED

ADVICE FOR
NEW STUDENTS

FAVORITE
CHRONICLE
MEMORIES

» JEFF LYON
FACULTY ADVISER

» KYRA SENESE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

» JACOB WITTICH
MANAGING EDITOR

Game of Thrones:

Value your professors:

Meeting new people:

One issue tearing America apart is who
gets to use whose bathroom. Really? In
the Founders’ time, at 3 a.m. on a cold
night, nobody cared who watched you
use the chamber pot.

Students often take their professors for
granted and realize by senior year that
doing so was at a great detriment to themselves. Get to know your professors while
you’re still enrolled, and you will be amazed
at how far your professors may be willing to
go to ensure you succeed in your field.

I joined The Columbia Chronicle in Fall
2013 and quickly realized that my coworkers would also become my lifelong
friends. What I’ll miss most about The
Chronicle after leaving this semester is
the built-in family and community working for this newspaper fosters.

Learn how to drink:

Winning:

Showing off the absurd number of PBRs
you can chug every Saturday night is not
worth scrambling to save your GPA for
the second half of college. Learn to drink
in moderation. It’s more fun, and friends
will actually enjoy going out with you.

I have put literal blood, sweat and tears into
working at The Chronicle. After countless
hours and late nights of writing or editing,
it was incredibly rewarding to take home
more than 20 awards with my Chronicle team this spring at the Illinois College
Press Association awards.

Polar poll:
The UK is in an uproar because the
government bypassed a popular vote
on what to christen a new polar research ship and named it after David
Attenborough, the great naturalist.
The people’s overwhelming choice?
Boaty McBoatface.
Such a deal:
The sack of Rome by the Visigoths in
410 A.D. was in part due to the bad judgment of the Emperor Honorius who
considered himself a great dealmaker,
but so enraged the Goth leader Alaric
by his opposition to reasonable terms
that Alaric invaded, ensuring Rome’s
demise. Sound like anyone you know?

Stay safe:
Our campus is generally safe if you use
the buddy system when out at night, but
it’s crucial that students learn to navigate
safely beyond the campus boundaries.
Make use of that U-Pass, but if you’re going to be out super late at night, it’s wellworth a $10 Lyft ride to get home safe.

Working with my best friend:
I’ve known Kyra since 7th grade. We
worked together on our high school
newspaper and unknowingly both applied to Columbia’s journalism program.
What can I say? Friends who stay together slay together.

Pitching Armageddon:

Get involved:

Learning:

The ascendancy of the Chicago Cubs.
It is written that the end of days will
be at hand when the Cubs triumph in
a World Series, which could come as
soon as this October. Be warned.

Whether you can learn more about your
field in a hands-on setting or join a student
organization on campus, finding your own
niche at Columbia is sure to make college
even more rewarding and enjoyable.

Much of my journalism education has
come from the real-life experiences The
Chronicle offers. After these three years,
I’m still continuing to learn and only falling further in love with journalism.

“I’ve got it”:

Chill out as needed:

Teaching:

The proliferation of really, really bad
ideas, such as concealed carry, the Citizens United decision, Amazon drone
deliveries, the failure to recall Gov.
Rauner and Speaker Madigan, the Lucas Museum and renewed opposition
to birth control. Oh, and wine in a can.

Do your best to accomplish the goals
you’ve set for yourself in college, but don’t
let those goals overwhelm you completely. College should not be the best years of
anyone’s life, but your time here should be
enjoyed and respected for the formative
experiences it will inevitably bring.

Students at The Chronicle learn not only
from our wise and experienced faculty advisers, but also from each other. I
learned so much from my peers and editors starting at The Chronicle, and it’s
been amazing to share that knowledge
with new reporters.
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editorial

Illegal gun trading
is not a right

egislation that was due to be
introduced in the Illinois House
the week of May 2 could significantly decrease illegal gun sales
and trade in Illinois, according to an
April 28 Chicago Tribune article.
The legislation is backed by Democrats
in the Illinois House and Gabby Giffords,
a former Arizona Congresswoman
who survived a 2011 assassination
attempt and is now a major advocate for
restrictions on gun trade and sales. It
is not intended to restrict the Second
Amendment rights of law-abiding gun
owners, State Sen. Don Harmon of the
39th District said in the Tribune article.
The proposed regulations call for
criminal background checks on employees of gun dealers, training and education for employees on how to conduct
background checks, and for law enforcement and the Illinois Department of

Financial and Professional Regulation
to have greater access to gun vendors’
inventories, according to an April 28
Chicago Sun-Times article. All of these
proposed measures seem so rational
that it is difficult to comprehend why
they are not already in place in Illinois.
However, the proposed regulations
are already facing criticism from
gun lobbyist groups, such as shooting
sports news site AmmoLand.com,
which called Illinois’ proposed regulations “an assault on our gun rights.”
Richard Pearson, executive director
of the Illinois State Rifle Association,
said in a May 2 article on Guns.com,
a website that publishes articles on
gun-related news, that Illinois gun dealers already have to go through extensive
federal licensing requirements and the
requirements proposed in this legislation could be considered “harassment.”

Ensuring that people who work with
gun dealers do not have criminal backgrounds and increasing accountability
for gun inventories and sales should not
affect anyone legally purchasing a gun
from a licensed dealer. The law does not
restrict Second Amendment rights.
The legislation seems conservative
enough to gain bipartisan support. It
focuses on illegal gun trade instead of
restricting legal gun ownership—the
right battle to choose considering the
state of gun laws right now, Harmon
said in the Tribune article.
While these regulations provide
solutions to important issues regarding guns obtained illegally, they do
not fully address why legally purchased guns end up in the hands of
people who should not have them.
A study published April 30, 2015,
from the University of Chicago and
Duke University found that the majority of adult criminals in the Chicago
area obtain guns through their “social
network” of family and friends.
The study suggests that while the
legislation is important to pass and

will deter illegal gun trade, criminals
will still be able to obtain guns.
Another issue that is not addressed
directly or sufficiently by stopping illegal
gun trade is accidental shootings, which
have become increasingly prevalent in
recent years. So far in 2016, there have
been 23 shootings nationwide involving
a toddler finding a gun and accidentally shooting someone. Additionally,
there have been at least 77 accidental
shootings involving a shooter under
the age of 18, according to a May 1
article from The Washington Post.
It will likely never be possible to stop
accidental shootings in the United States
as long as people are able to own guns.
However, accidental shootings and people
obtaining guns from friends or family
is an issue that must be addressed.
Illinois’ legislation may be a step
toward limiting gun control problems, but there is a slim chance this
legislation or future legislation will
pass if gun lobbyists are not willing
to accept it. Regardless of someone’s
stance on Second Amendment rights,
public safety should be a priority.

design alternatives based on what
has produced large gains in the past
and little deference to current program doctrine,” the study stated.
Effective design of early childhood education is just one piece of
the puzzle. Providing students with
resources is a vital contribution to
their education that needs to remain
consistent throughout their schooling.
This study also provides evidence
of a major flaw in the education system—the failure to acknowledge
each student’s different learning
needs, which require a more individualized approach to education.
Students who are behind or even
above their expected grade level are not
helped by a system that does not provide
the resources they need to progress.
Aside from programs like Early Head
Start and Head Start, schools should
be prepared to address the needs of
students who lack proper support at
home to succeed in the classroom.
Programs need to address learning
obstacles such as parents who do

not speak English or lack the time or
background to help with homework.
In most cases, the students who get the
most attention from teachers are those
with involved parents who will advocate
for their children if they are not getting
proper resources or are falling behind.
However, students with less involved parents are truly the ones that need attention.
It is hard to ensure immediate results
with reforms to the education system.
The results will be seen over a lifetime.
An April 6 article from the Economic
Policy Institute argues that, over time,
the permanent results of investments in
early childhood education will include
boosting economic growth, saving
federal, state and local governments
money, and lower incarceration rates.
The responsibility for the trends
shown in Stanford’s study is ultimately
on those in power who neglect to make
changes to the educational system.
Students do not have that power and
cannot take the blame for failing if they
are not provided with the proper guidance and resources to achieve success.

editorial

Early education is a
worthwhile investment

A

recent study from the Stanford
Center for Education Policy
Analysis highlights how students’
socioeconomic status and race relate to
their educational development, according
to an April 29 New York Times article.
The study indicates that students
low on the socioeconomic spectrum
perform as much as three grade levels
behind where they should be. It also
revealed race-related disparities in
grade levels even among students of
the same socioeconomic background.
On average, white students in Chicago
perform 1.4 grade levels ahead of
where they should be, while Hispanic
students in the city perform one grade
below and black students perform 1.6
grades below where they should be.
Equity in education starts with early
childhood education. The Head Start

program, a federally funded initiative that
provides early childhood education opportunities to low-income families, is due to
receive a $570 million budget increase
for the 2016 fiscal year, according to
the House Appropriations Committee.
However, the funding will only be
meaningful if it is used correctly and
effectively. Programs like Early Head
Start and Head Start have carried out
meaningful work in the past but can
improve. They can do this by supporting parenting education, classroom
resources, and the recruitment and
retention of better teachers, according
to an August 2011, study on the effectiveness of early childhood education
programs from the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.
“Reforms should be guided by
systematic experimentation, with
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have
covered a story better or have strong beliefs about
an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board

OPINIONS

A
commentary

My farewell
address
» jeff lyon

FACULTY ADVISER

s many of you know, I will be
leaving Columbia this June after
28 years. The memories I am
taking with me are mostly good ones.
I estimate that I have touched the lives
of some 2,000 journalism students in that
time, a source of great satisfaction to me.
Many of them have gone on to successful
media careers, and I hope I’ve played at
least some small role in that success.
Conversely, some may have gone into
other professions, having recognized
that journalism is not their thing, and
if I had any role in that decision, I consider that something of value as well.
Most dear to me have been the past
eight years during which I have been
faculty adviser to this great newspaper.
The opportunity to work with so many
talented, intensely dedicated young
people as they hone their craft by putting
out what is widely regarded as one of the

M
commentary

Chasing the
dream at 30
» jessica scott

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

y journey to becoming a journalist started four-and-a-half
years ago. I was working at
an Employee Assistance Program as
a gambling addiction counselor on
LaSalle Street for corporate America.
I won’t say how much money I was
making at that job, but it was more than
the minimum wage that I make today.
I was so burned out by counseling
this person for substance abuse and
that person for depression that I
said, “This is it. I’m going to pursue
my dream of becoming a writer.”
I knew going back to school would
entail numerous sacrifices and
pay cuts, but I didn’t really care. I
was ready to venture out into a
world outside of social work.
My first semester going back to school
was probably the hardest. It was difficult
to make ends meet after leaving my

finest college papers in the country will
always be special to me. I will even miss
the late Friday nights and the vanishing
budgets and the never-ending battle
to get college officials to stop running
for cover when The Chronicle calls.

Most dear to me have been the past eight
years during which I have been faculty
adviser to this great newspaper.
This seems like strange behavior
when they should be lining up to talk to
student reporters, given the transcendent importance of freedom of expression to the cause of higher education. On
the flip side, maybe having to cope with
tight-lipped sources is an instructive
experience for aspiring journalists

some great times. And thanks, too, to
my wonderful friends and colleagues,
including the wondrous Chris Richert,
the always vigilant Stephanie Goldberg
and that most human of beings, Len
Strazewski. I will miss you all.

I could think about was figuring out
how I was going to be able to complete
this degree in journalism so I could
be done with social work forever.
Needless to say, it was a very
depressing time for me. At that point
in my life, I hated where I worked and
whom I worked for; I just wanted it
to be over. I just wanted to move on.
In the fall of 2013, I was able to figure
out a way to come back to Columbia
and continue with classes. I was still
working full time as a social worker—I
had no choice; I had to pay the bills.
But I was still unhappy doing that job.
I wanted to do more and I felt like I was
ready to do work as a journalist. I wanted
to write because getting experience as
a journalist is the reason I wanted to
leave that job and go back to school.
It was difficult to stay at that
job, but during that semester I

I finally built up enough courage to
apply for a job at The Chronicle, but I
guess I didn’t get that position because
I never heard anything back about it.
I felt bad about not getting that
job, but not as bad as I felt still having to go to my social work job. I
told myself that I was going to have
to make a big career move if I was
ever going to be able to achieve my
dreams and make it as a journalist.
I knew the importance of getting
experience in the field if I wanted
to eventually become a successful
journalist. I knew I wanted to get my
experience working at The Chronicle.
In April 2014, I quit my social work
job, and in August, I was hired as the
Assistant Metro Reporter for The
Columbia Chronicle. The job did not
pay as much as my social work job,
but I was happy because I was doing
something that I truly enjoyed.
That reporter position ultimately
led to my current position as the
Multimedia Editor for The Chronicle.
Who would have thought that the past
four years would lead me to pursuing
becoming a sports documentarian?
That’s what happens when you step
out on faith: It leads you to the right path.
I came to Columbia as an insecure and discouraged social worker,
but I’m leaving Columbia and The
Chronicle as a better writer, editor,
co-worker, multimedia journalist and,
most importantly, a better person.
Thank you, Columbia Chronicle—you
were the big push I was waiting for.

That’s what happens when you step out on
faith: It leads you to the right path.
other job. I ended up teaching a college
class at St. Augustine College at night
while I attended my classes at Columbia
during the day. Going from full-time
work on LaSalle Street, across from
City Hall, to teaching one night a week
seemed like a recipe for homelessness.
Because of how difficult that first
semester was, I had to take the following semester off and go back to my
counseling job. I absolutely hated it. All

who will face a titanic struggle to sift
out the truth in a society ever-more
dedicated to spin, branding and image.
I need to stop before I start warning
against foreign entanglements. All I
can say is thank you, Columbia, for

discovered an opportunity to
build my skills as a journalist.
I had a classmate in my “Reporting
and Writing I” class who worked
at The Chronicle. Every time we
got out of class, he would head
into the newsroom to work.
I would always press my nose
against the glass of The Chronicle’s
newsroom and look in and think
to myself, “I want to work here.”

jlyon@chroniclemail.com

jscott@chroniclemail.com
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commentary

Good afternoon,
good evening
and goodbye

ow can you sum up four years of
college in one column? It’s not
easy; I’ll tell you that much.
I’ve thought a lot about what to say,
but I’m not really one for sentimentality. Sure, I’ve cried watching “Her,” but
who hasn’t? I figured in the end, I’d
just write something funny and make
some inside jokes like I usually do. But
as the anxiety of stepping into the
real world starts to creep in, I felt like
I should take this moment to reflect
on “Spencer Hall: The College Years.”
I didn’t know what I wanted entering
college. I’d be lying to you if I said I even
know what I want today. I ended up
going to the University of Tennessee

Although Columbia was never my first choice,
I can honestly say that I really cannot see
myself graduating from any other school.

» spencer hall

ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

for a year and a half even though I didn’t
even want to go. I chose journalism
because it was easier to talk about in
conversation than it was to say I wanted
to be a comedy writer. I even ended up
transferring to Columbia as a default
because my acceptance was still good
a semester after I initially declined it.

I
commentary

The bittersweet
ending of my
college career
» chris shuttlesworth
MULTIMEDIA REPORTER
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In high school, I was always kind
of “meh” about college. When everyone
was posting “bittersweet” Facebook
statuses about graduating, I just saw
college as another thing I had to do
to get to the next thing I had to do.
I’m more pessimistic than I’d like to
admit; I’ve always sort of viewed myself
as a 50-year-old neurotic Jewish man—
take that however you will. Maybe that’s
why I’ve looked up to Woody Allen so
much since I saw “Sleeper” at 9 years old.
While attempting to come up with
something worth writing for this final
commentary, I came across this quote by
my idol in a 2007 interview with the New
York Daily News that made me think.

f someone told me a few years ago
that I would be preparing to graduate from Columbia now, I would
not have believed them. I did not even
know I would attend Columbia until I
discovered my interest in journalism
during my senior year of high school.
Still, walking through Columbia’s doors
was surreal to me, especially since I
grew up on the South Side of Chicago
and lived there my entire life. Downtown Chicago’s peaceful and relaxing
atmosphere alone was enough to show
me I was in a new environment.
I remember sitting in my first class
at Columbia when the professor asked
students where they were from. My
classmates were saying places like
China and New York. Right then and
there, I knew I was in a totally different
world, but I was excited to start anew.
I was eager to take on this new
challenge that was college, so I met
with journalism professor Jeff Lyon,
whom I credit with the start of my
journalism career. Lyon was not only
a professor but an adviser to The
Columbia Chronicle. He placed me into
his “College Newspaper Workshop”
course, which allowed students to be

“I have no idea what I am doing,
but incompetence has never prevented me from plunging in with
enthusiasm,” Allen said.
After reading this, I thought about
how relevant it was to my situation,
and it helped me realize how much I’ve
accomplished in my college career.
contributing writers for The Chronicle.
That was when my life changed forever.
I remember stepping into a newsroom
for the first time and seeing student
reporters running around, making phone
calls and scrambling to meet deadlines.
It was an amazing sight, but it made me
wonder what I got myself into. However,
for the next couple of months, I excelled
in the course and was even published in

I have always been pretty cynical
about college. I complain about my
job, stress about my classes and talk
about how ready I am to finally be out
of here. But the truth is, I’ve made some
of my best memories during these four
years, and it’s going to be hard to leave.
I’ve made friends I’ve always
dreamed about meeting, fallen in love
and managed to interview some of my
favorite artists and entertainers.
Although Columbia was never my first
choice, I can honestly say that I really
cannot see myself graduating from any
other school. As much as I complain—and
I complain a lot—I wouldn’t have gotten
to do nearly half of the stuff I’ve been
able to do or meet the people I have in
this city without Columbia. From getting
my work published on a weekly basis
to watching the Second City shows
on a nightly basis, I realized once you
finally start to let things happen as
they may, you learn to have more fun.
As I get ready to graduate and deal
with the constant question of “What’s
next?,”All I can honestly say is, “I have no
idea.” But I know my friends and family
will support me every step of the way. So,
whatever happens, as Allen said, I’ll plunge
into it with all the enthusiasm I have.
shall@chroniclemail.com

had many people pushing me, encouraging me to try new things. Trying new
things in journalism allowed me to
meet and interview many great people.
One of the many things I will take
away from these four years is to never
get too high or too low because there will
always be seasons of major success, and
there will always be moments of failure.
However, pushing through will cause you

There were moments when I was scared, but I had many
people pushing me, encouraging me to try new things.
The Chronicle’s newspaper and website
under the Sports & Health and Arts &
Culture sections. This success gave me
the confidence to practice reporting
skills for print as well as move forward
in the field of broadcast journalism.
Looking back, I’ve realized that each
year was new to me because I pushed
myself to learn about the craft of journalism, whether it was reporting on politics
or arts to learning video editing. There
were moments when I was scared, but I

to become more than you ever dreamed
of. I never would have imagined being
where I am today, but I pushed through
and didn’t let fear take hold of me. Taking
risks and pushing through has allowed
me to produce for multiple media outlets such as Metro Minutes, Newsbeat
and even, bittersweetly, The Columbia
Chronicle, where I am about to end my
college journalism career where it began.
cshuttlesworth@chroniclemail.com
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letter to the editor

Scholarship group
says thank you

T

hank you, The Columbia
Chronicle, for covering the
Faculty & Staff Scholarship
Initiative (FSSI) Acoustic Showcase!
And thank you, Columbia College
Chicago faculty, staff and friends for
supporting us on Thursday, April 28!
With your help, we raised $1,500 in two
hours, doing what we love to do: create,
play and share. As caring staff and faculty,
we use our creative talents to raise money
for struggling juniors and seniors through
Scholarship Columbia. The Acoustic

Showcase brought together 17 staff
and faculty performers, many working
together for the first time. Performances
included jazz, bluegrass, rock and a
David Bowie tribute, with a crowd of 80
attendees celebrating Columbia together.
FSSI continues our mission to
build our college community among
faculty and staff, and raise needed
scholarship funds. Thanks to faculty,
staff and The Columbia Chronicle,
for supporting us while we support
our wonderfully creative students.

LIKE IT THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

Mark Sramek, Pattie Mackenzie, Kim Livingstone, Jan Chindlund, Jen Sauzer
Faculty & Staff Scholarship Initiative
Planning Committee

student poll

What will you
miss about
Columbia during
the summer?

jared sawedy

junior design major

“Being surrounded by all the other
creative students and the resources
they have in the design department.”

“Always having something to do.
There is always something fun to go
to or some event that is going on.”

‘GRAM IT

china orr

@CCCHRONICLE

sophomore music major

“The students. The students are
amazing. Everyone is comfortable
with being themselves.”
ashley lawson
senior cinema art +
science major

editorial cartoon

TWEET IT

@CCCHRONICLE

However you choose to share the news,
we got you covered this summer.

www.ColumbiaChronicle.com
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Protesters gather to save George Lucas museum >> ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
CPS announced their lead testing pilot
program on April 27, saying the test was
done out of “an abundance of caution.”

» AP PHOTO

28 CPS schools testing for lead in pilot program
» MCKAYLA BRAID
METRO EDITOR

LEAD TESTING RESULTS for 28 Chicago public

schools will be available in mid-May, indicating whether the schools’ water has
been contaminated.
The testing is part of a pilot program that
began the week of April 24 as a response
to public concern about the lead pollution
crisis in Flint, Michigan, according to an
April 27 press release from the mayor’s office.
While there is no indication that lead is
present in any CPS school, the pilot program
is meant to ensure testing procedures are
in place and the water in schools is safe,
according to a CPS spokesman.
The tested schools span the city’s North
and South sides, from Medgar Evers
Elementary School, 9811 S. Wallace St., to
Minnie Mars Jamieson Elementary School,
5650 N. Mozart St.
The testing schedule is based on
criteria that include age of the school
building, age of students—with priority being given to schools with pre-K
programs—presence of a kitchen where
meals are prepared and presence of
pipes that could need replacement.

The testing was conducted by Oakbrook
Terrace’s Suburban Labs, which is certified
by the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency and Illinois Department of Public
Health, according to the spokesman.
The CPS spokesman declined to answer
questions about prior testing, whether the
presence of lead could cause school closings and whether parents and teachers
were notified of the testing prior to the
announcement in the release.
“There’s not much trust in CPS at this
point,” said Sarah Chambers, a special education teacher at Maria Saucedo Elementary
Scholastic Academy, one of the schools
being tested in the pilot program.
Chambers said her school experienced
lots of remodeling last summer, but she
was unsure of whether pipes in her school
had been replaced.
She also expressed concern about the
pending results from schools on the South
and West sides, which have fewer resources
available for the remodeling and replacing
of any pipes.
In light of CPS budget cuts, Chambers
also said she is worried about schools being
closed rather than repaired if lead contamination is found.

“I don’t believe CPS will fix the problem
or fix it adequately, and there’s some fear
that if they find lead in certain schools,
they may want to close them down,”
Chambers said.
According to John Kugler, citywide field
representative for the Chicago Teachers
Union, teachers at the 28 pilot schools were
not notified about the testing prior to the
announcement in the press release.
“We read about it in the news like everybody else,” Krugler said. “We’re concerned
about the safety of our staff, but we’re also
concerned about the safety of our students.”
Chambers echoed Krugler’s remarks
about parents and teachers being the last
to know. She also said many teachers are
hesitant about the testing and what will be
done when the results are released, especially since CPS has not been transparent
about lead testing in the past.
The press release states that schools’ test
results will be available online but did not
specify where the results would be posted.
The release also states that if a school tests
above the limits for lead, parents will be
notified and CPS will supply water bottles
and other accommodations while repairs
are made.

According to the Mayo Clinic, some of
the symptoms of lead poisoning in children
can include developmental delays, learning
difficulties and hearing loss.
According to a 2011–2012 study by
the Environmental Protection Agency
and the Chicago Department of Water
Management, sites with disturbed service
lines and low water use may have high lead
levels for years, and the time required to
flush water containing lead from taps was,
in many cases, greater than the time the
EPA recommends.
The U.S. EPA, in an May 6 emailed statement, said it supports the pilot lead testing
program that CPS is conducting and that the
tests can be used to identify where the lead
is coming from.
“U.S. EPA hasn’t reviewed CPS’ testing
plans but, in general, any testing being done
in the schools is good,” the statement said.
“These samples can be used to identify plumbing fixtures that may contain lead. In Flint,
our scientists recommended more extensive
testing, taking multiple samples at fixtures.
This approach can help pinpoint where in
fixtures and pipes any lead is coming from.”
mbraid@chroniclemail.com
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Lincoln Park High School welcomes music
donations, CPS budget cuts still sting
JAKE MILLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
A PRIVATE DONATION of materials
from the NIB Foundation—formerly the classical music radio
station WNIB-FM 97.1—has
invigorated the music program at
Lincoln Park High School, 2001
N. Orchard St., but staff and parents agree more public funding is
needed to keep the program afloat.
The donated materials include
approximately 18,000 CDs, 5,000
LPs and an assortment of musical encyclopedias and reference
texts, according to Lise Gilly,
chair of the Performing Arts
Department at LPHS.
According to Gilly, the recordings include performances by the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra,
as well as work by little-known
soloists and opera performances.

“It’s like a little 20-by-20 square
of a true university conservatory
library,” she said. “We’re happy to
house it, and I’m honored to be the
curator of the library.”
WNIB-FM was on the air in
Chicago from 1955 until it was
sold for $165 million in 2000,
according to a Nov. 30, 2000,
Chicago Tribune article.
“A lot of these pieces are not
played often on the radio anymore or even able to be found on
YouTube,” Gilly said. “If the kids
can increase their understanding by listening, studying and
analyzing these recordings, it’s
invariably going to boost their
performance level and their sensitivity to the music.”
While LPHS has been grateful for the donation, Amy
Rasmussen, executive director
at Chicago Arts Partnership

in Education, an organization
dedicated to promoting arts-integrated education, warned
against over-reliance on private
donations for arts programs at
Chicago Public Schools.
“It’s great when things get
donated, but private support is
not consistent enough to cover
the qualified art teachers that [we]
need in schools,” she said. “It’s like
a Band-Aid on a gaping wound.”
Steven Faso, whose son, Drake, is
a senior at LPHS, helped spearhead
the NIB Foundation’s donation
with his wife, Kelly, the former
president of LPHS’ band and
orchestra parent association.
He echoed similar sentiments.
Parents of LPHS students
have had to shoulder many
expenses that would previously have been covered by
the school’s budget, Steven

SEE MUSIC, PAGE 47

»

Students get 10% off!

(773) 736-6960
42 THE CHRONICLE MAY 9, 2016

According to a 2014 survey by Raise Your
Hand Illinois, a coalition of parents who
advocate for better public education, 65
percent of Chicago Public Schools do
not meet the recommended two hours of
arts education per week.
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Joyce Percel
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occupation: Senior manager of Community Partnership at Chicago Cares
neighborhood: Avondale

people and communities to build
a stronger Chicago. We provide a
platform for volunteers [and] for
oyce Percel realized short- Chicagoans to do good through
ly before graduating from volunteering. We actually build
the University of Illinois all our volunteer projects that we
at Urbana-Champaign that she offer. We have up to 200 volunteer
did not want to pursue a career projects every month that people
with her degree in chemistry, but in the community can sign up for.
wanted to make a career out of These projects are created through
volunteering instead.
partnerships with other nonprofit
Percel now works at Chicago organizations around the city. We
Cares, an nonprofit organization work with each nonprofit to build
that helps locals find volunteer volunteer programming based on
opportunities from education to community partners’ needs and
health and wellness.
what they want to accomplish .
Percel said Chicago Cares will
host its annual Serve-a-thon, the Why did you decide to pursue
organization’s biggest volunteer this line of work?
event of the year, on June 25.
I graduated from college, and I was
Percel spoke with The Chronicle kind of at a crossroads because I
about Chicago Cares’ Serve-a-thon, realized late [in my] senior year
the importance of volunteering and of college that I really didn’t want
how she spends her free time.
a career in my major. So I did two
years of AmeriCorps because that
THE CHRONICLE: What ser- was a way for me to just volunteer
vice does Chicago Cares offer? and spend some time figuring out
JOYCE PERCEL: We build vol- what I wanted to do with my life.
unteer experiences that connect My second year of AmeriCorps

was actually with Chicago Cares,
and I’ve been here ever since.

» MCKAYLA BRAID
METRO EDITOR
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» Courtesy JOYCE PERCEL
Joyce Percel, who works for Chicago Cares,
said its annual Serve-a-thon will take
place on June 25. She said it is estimated
to bring in 5,000 volunteers.
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different neighborhoods. Logan
Square is a really fun neighborhood to explore, and I think every
What will happen at the Serve- neighborhood has its own gem.
a-thon next month?
There’s a project I’m working on
It’s a super fun day. We have up in Greater Grand Crossing, and
to 5,000 volunteers [who] go out my husband was going with me.
to different organizations and I told him we have to go to Lem’s
schools all around the city to Bar-B-Q afterwards, which is in
do lots of really good hard work: the neighborhood. It’s the best
painting murals, landscaping, barbecue on the South Side.
cooking meals—all sorts of things.
Afterward, there’s a fun party at Why do you think it’s importDaley Plaza where the volunteers ant to volunteer?
who went out can come and cele- For me, it was a way to get outside
brate the day with each other. It’s of my bubble and have new expea ton of fun and a cool way to see riences [and] learn new things.
people spread out, do good and Having the opportunity to voluncome back together and celebrate teer at different organizations and
the good that they did.
talk to different people, different
staff members who work in these
What do you do for fun?
kinds of social service work every
I do volunteer [work] outside day—it kind of gave me an opporChicago Cares. I tutor once a tunity to learn more, delve deeper
week with Tutoring Chicago. It into these issues and start to care
sounds cheesy, but I like explor- about them and have it shape my
ing the city, which is a big part of values and shape who I am.
my job. I drive all around Chicago
and meet different people from
mbraid@chroniclemail.com
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Park group stands
firm in Lucas fight
» PATRICK M. O’CONNELL
TSN NEWS WIRE

BRANDED “NO FRIEND of Chicago”
and labeled as a group not to be
trusted, Friends of the Parks
has established many high-pro-

» AP PHOTO

file enemies this week with its
opposition to bringing the Lucas
Museum to the city’s lakefront.
In standing firm against proposals to build a museum for “Star
Wars” creator George Lucas’ art
collection on the Lake Michigan

shore, the group, which has sued
to block the project, reaffirmed its
mission to advocate for a free, open
and clear lakefront.
That position has put the museum’s future in Chicago in deep
peril. It has also cast a glaring

spotlight on Friends of the Parks,
the remaining barrier to a project promoted by Mayor Rahm
Emanuel and one of the country’s
most famous filmmakers.
Formed in 1975, Friends of the
Parks is a nonprofit group dedicated to preserving and protecting
the city’s parks and open spaces.
Lois Weisberg, who became the
longtime influential cultural
affairs commissioner of Chicago,
was one of the founders.
The group’s membership hovers
near 2,000, and has a 28-member
board of directors. Run by a small
staff based in the Loop, the group
generated $45,439 in membership
dues in 2014, according to a financial statement filed with the state.
Alicia Pond, a member of the
board of directors, said most of
the group members she spoke with
are opposed to the museum joining
the lakefront.
“Everyone would like [the
museum] to stay but not if it is in

violation of the law,” Pond said.
“There are lots of other places they
can move.”
The group’s federal lawsuit
against the original site south
of Soldier Field remains the last
hurdle stopping construction at
that location. Friends of the Parks
claims the museum’s location, on
land that used to be part of Lake
Michigan, violates the public trust
doctrine and tarnishes the city’s
shore, benefiting Lucas more than
the state’s residents.
Other members of the board of
directors contacted by the Tribune
either declined to comment on the
Lucas situation or referred calls
to group leadership. Executive
Director Juanita Irizarry said
May 3 the group opposes both the
original site for the project and the
recently proposed plan to put the
museum at the site of McCormick
Place’s Lakeside Center.
In response, city officials
and museum planners said
the museum may abandon its
Chicago plans. The city asked
a federal appeals court to rule
on the group’s lawsuit in a move

SEE LUCAS, PAGE 47

Friends of the Parks sued to halt
construction of the George Lucas
Museum of Narrative Art. The group said
it is advocating for a clear lakefront.
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Faso said, noting administrative fees parents are charged for
their children’s participation in
the program have risen in recent
years, though many of the instruments students play are 20–30
years old.
“There’s never enough money
for the arts,” Steven Faso said.
“We would like the program to
be giving the kids more opportunities and support them with
better instruments.”
Kelly Faso added that fees for
transportation and clean band
uniforms have also fallen onto
parents. To supplement the
program’s finances, a collection
plate is passed around at band and
orchestra concerts, she said.
While the 2012 Chicago Public
Schools’ Arts Education Plan
recommends 120 minutes or
more of weekly arts instruction
and a ratio of one art teacher for
every 350 students, no central
policy exists in the city requiring
that those criteria be followed,
and overall budget constraints
often force individual schools to

make compromises, according
to Rasmussen.
“They put principals in a pickle
when [they have to] choose between
taking away a classroom teacher, a
librarian, a gym teacher, or an art
or music teacher,” Rasmussen said.
“They’re all terrible choices.”
Gilly added that no art or music
teachers have been cut from
LPHS, but many of her colleagues
who work at other CPS schools
will have positions cut.
Art programs are often one of
the first targets of budget cuts,
but a 2009 study by the Arts
Education Partnership found
that high school students who
were exposed to substantial arts
programs had a 15 percent higher
chance to attend a four-year
post-secondary institution, and
had a 20 percent higher chance
of pursuing a BA at 20.
“These are key things that help
these kids become fabulous students,” Kelly Faso said. “It’s as
instrumental as their math and
science background for their
academic proficiency.”
dmiller@chroniclemail.com
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designed to expedite the court
process and keep Lucas from
leaving. The appeals court gave
Friends of the Parks a May 4 deadline to respond.
This is not the first time the
parks group has been involved in
a high-profile battle. The group
was unsuccessful in efforts to keep
the Obama library out of Chicago
Park District land and in 2003 the
group sued to challenge the remodeling of Soldier Field. The group
cited public trust and lakefront
protection laws.
In addition, the group weighed
in on controversial plans in 2007
to move the Chicago Children’s
Museum to Grant Park. While
some opposed the location, Friends
of the Parks did not, suggesting
that a museum would be appropriate for the park. But the group
found the original building plan too
imposing. Ultimately, the proposal
was dropped.
Despite its prominent role in
such issues, much of the group’s
work happens away from the
spotlight. The organization

Boutique Chicago Accommodations at

Construction of the George Lucas
Museum, proposed for the lakefront, has been stopped by a lawsuit from the Friends of the Parks
organization.

»TNS NEWS WIRE

works to plant thousands of trees
and improve city playgrounds,
and works with low-income
schoolchildren on environmental topics, science education and
trips to visit the lake. It organizes
volunteer parks cleanup events,
adopt-a-park programs and a
lecture series and has helped
support the revitalization of the
city’s bike trails and paths. The
group also advocates for expansion of the city’s parkland, including land near Lake Calumet, and
for clean marinas.
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“I think the organization for 40
years has been true to its mission of protecting and increasing
the use of parks in the city,” said
Erma Tranter, the group’s longtime executive director who now
serves as an adviser. “I think a lot
of people in the community know
the scope of the work. All of the
comments that have come out
have just shown that some don’t
know the organization, don’t know
the scope of the organization.”
chronicle@colum.edu
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