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In 2014, a police dash cam captured the shooting of a black 17-year-old named Laquan McDonald.

On Nov. 24, the footage was released to the public, sparking protests in Chicago. See PROTEST, Page 33.
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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

W

hen the campus community
read The Chronicle’s Nov. 23
Front Page story about the
quiet cancellation of Story Week, one
of the college’s most prominent literary
events for nearly two decades, there was
a sweeping outcry among students and
faculty. The week the story was published included ripples of disappointment expressed through conversations
in the college’s hallways and through
social media comments and online
shares of our story.
While some readers have approached
Chronicle reporters and written to
us that our story was unbalanced, we
believe we covered the story to the best
of our ability given the time and accessibility to sources we were allotted to
report the story under deadline.
The article, “R.I.P. Story Week,”
which ideally could have included
some additional sources who were not
made available, was the product of The
Chronicle’s reporters becoming aware
of a breaking news story mid-production
week. Some may argue that it is better
to wait to share news until every single
minute detail of the story is developed
and certain, but I stand by the choice we
made as a team to inform the campus of
this major change, the cancellation of
one of its most beloved events. There are
details of the original story that could be
developed into a worthwhile follow-up
story, but we reported what we consider a
completely justified breaking news story
that was otherwise going unannounced
by the college administration.
The story we published effectively
alerted the campus of Story Week’s end,
despite facing obstacles in our reporting
process from the college administration
and communications officials. When
The Chronicle repeatedly requested
interviews with campus professors,
department chairs and higher-ups, college spokeswoman Cara Birch rejected
the requests on grounds that they came
too late in the week and she is not in the
office to handle them at all times.
Absurdly, we were told that moving
ahead with the story without talking to
the chair—who was made impossible to
2 THE CHRONICLE NOVEMBER 30, 2015

Megan Bennett
Lauren Kostiuk
Arabella Breck
Carolyn Bradley

arts & culture
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTERS

Zoë Eitel
Frank EnYart
Jake Miller
Ariel Parrella-Aureli

opinions
OPINIONS EDITOR

Abby Seitz

metro
METRO REPORTERS

speak with even after our campus editor
visited his office—would be “irresponsible” and “inaccurate.”
No alternate personnel were made
available, nor were other options, such as
email interviews, considered.
While the notion that it is inconvenient for news to break when our
college’s communications team is out of
the office may be understandable, it is
also the nature of the news industry that
news breaks and journalists must act
as quickly and efficiently as possible to
distribute it.
It is unfortunate that The Chronicle
has been criticized for not emphasizing
the Creative Writing Department’s
Reading Series, the “replacement” for
Story Week that was not previously
announced as such, rather than praised
for the reporting of actual news that the
19-year literary festival had been canceled with no notice to the campus.
The Chronicle has since been informed
by the college’s News Office that
Birch
		
will continue to rule on our interview
requests with administrative figures and
ask for further “clarification” on our stories before granting interviews.
We are also being told that any interviews requested after Monday, when
we are just starting our work week and
obviously have no idea what news might
break in the coming days, are not guaranteed to be accommodated. Rest assured,
The Chronicle staff will continue to work
tirelessly to report accurate news stories, but we do face increasing challenges
from our own college to do so.
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
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Big Chicago garners
mixed feedback
» lauren kostiuk
CAMPUS REPORTER

The feedback from
students about the Big
Chicago courses has been
positive, said Suzanne
Blum Malley, senior
associate provost.

» arabella breck & carolyn bradley
CAMPUS REPORTERS

semester at the college,
the Big Chicago first-year experience
courses and the New Student Commons
are receiving mixed feedback from faculty
and students.
New Student Commons groups, led by
student orientation leaders, peer mentors
and resident assistants, are designed to
allow students to explore the resources
available to them at Columbia, as reported
June 22 by The Chronicle.
Suzanne Blum Malley, senior associate
provost, said student feedback, gathered
from surveys administered in classes
throughout the semester, has been positive.
“We are hovering around 80 percent of
students agreeing and strongly agreeing
that they are getting something out of the
courses,” Blum Malley said.
Stacey Brown, a freshman cinema art +
science major who is taking the “Chicago:
The Global Metropolis” course, said it has
helped her learn more about Chicago and
its neighborhoods.
“I have learned a lot about Chicago,” Brown
said. “It helped me appreciate the traditions
and the cultures around Chicago.”
In “Chicago: The Global Metropolis” students give responses based on trips to various neighborhoods, museums and public
AFTER NEARLY A

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

spaces in Chicago, said Dominic Pacyga,
a professor in the Humanities, History &
Social Sciences Department who teaches
the class.
The Integrated First-Year Experience
Strategic Plan implementation committee will evaluate the effectiveness of the
Big Chicago courses and the New Student
Commons at the end of the Fall 2015
Semester with data and information that
has been collected throughout the semester,
Blum Malley said.
The Big Chicago courses, which cover
subjects specific to academic departments
but are open to any freshman, are taught in
a lecture hall setting with 45–200 students
in each section. Classes meet once during
the week and have breakout sessions
related to the course on Fridays. Some
Fridays throughout the semester require
students to meet in smaller groups for New
Student Commons, Blum Malley said.
The New Student Commons takes place
on five Fridays and remains separate from
the actual classes, which have subject-specific curricula. It aims to introduce students
to the resources available at Columbia,
Pacyga said.
“Most Fridays I have [students] go out and
do things [in the city], and then they report
on them,” Pacyga said.
Jackie Spinner, an assistant professor in
the Communication and Media Innovation

Department who teaches “Heard in the
Hood: Social Media Storytelling from
Chicago’s Neighborhoods,” said the New
Student Commons detracted from the time
in her course she had dedicated to letting
students explore Chicago neighborhoods
and report on stories.
“[New Student Commons] is disruptive
for me as a teacher,” Spinner said. “I have
a lecture in the beginning of the week and
then Friday we do the kinds of storytelling
that we have talked about earlier in the week.
I would have loved to have five extra Fridays
to teach.”
Blum Malley said the New Student
Commons is an important part of the FirstYear Student experience.

“At some point it started becoming a group
therapy session, and while some students
may benefit from that, I felt as if I was wasting time and money,” Anapol said.
Student attendance at the New Student
Commons has also decreased, despite
attendance being noted at each meeting,
Anapol said.
“I have heard a lot [of students] have been
finding ways to get out of it or skipping
because they do not see that it is worth their
time,” Anapol said. “Once we have been in
college for a few months, I do not think [New
Student Commons] is necessary.”
According to attendance records from
the first two sessions of New Student
Commons, 75 percent of a group of 466
students attended the first session and
only 55 percent of students attended the
second session.
When students ask if there is any significant consequence to not attending New
Student Commons, Spinner said she is
honest with them.
“I encourage my students to go because I
am told to do that,” Spinner said. “The reality
is there is no consequence for students if
they do not go. If students figure out that
they do not need to be there and they do not
feel they are getting any value from it then,
they are not going to go.”
Blum Malley said the college will continue offering Big Chicago courses through
the Fall 2016 Semester, but the program
may be updated based on the Integrated
First-Year Experience Committee’s
recommendations.
“We will wait until the end of the semester and take a look, but it is very likely we
will offer the large-scale Big Chicago first
semester experience courses again [for
Fall 2016],” Blum Malley said.
In addition to making final course evaluations for the Big Chicago curriculum,
the Integrated First-Year Experience
Committee will meet with teaching assistants and faculty involved in the courses to
get a well-rounded view of what is going on
in them to inform their recommendations,
Blum Malley said.

At some point [the class] started becoming a group
therapy session, and while some students may benefit
from that, I felt as if I was wasting my time and money
— Taylor Anapol
However, Taylor Anapol, a freshman
theatre major in the “Podcasting Chicago:
Capturing the Sounds of Chicago’s
Neighborhoods” course, said New Student
Commons has lost its usefulness as the
semester has continued because it has gone
from learning about Columbia to discussing
personal problems in a small group setting.

“I am hoping we will gather different
information that will allow us to work out
what is working and what is not working,”
Blum Malley said. “I think [we will gather]
really good information to make it an even
better experience.”
campus@chroniclemail.com
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College’s endowment sees substantial increase
» COLIN KING/CHRONICLE | ELIO LETURIA/CMI

» lauren kostiuk
CAMPUS REPORTER

THE COLLEGE’S ENDOWMENT

SEE ENDOWMENT, PAGE 10

balance increased about 12
percent during the fiscal year
ending on Aug. 31, 2014, and
increased about 48 percent
throughout the five fiscal years
prior, according to the college’s most recent Form 990, a
financial document nonprofit
organizations must submit
annually to the Internal
Revenue Service.
Dick Kiphart, chairman
of the college’s board of
trustees, said this continual increase is an optimistic
sign for the college and will
positively affect Columbia
in future years.
“Obviously, any time you
have more endowment, you
have a chance to do more,”

2009–2010

2010–2011

2011–2012

2012–2013

2013–2014

Beginning of
year balance

$88,455,494

$96,413,103

$106,553,385

$112,333,798

$127,320,098

Contributions

$107,710

$88,859

$312,367

$74,651

$242,730

AMOUNT INVESTED

$88,563,204

$96,501,962

$106,865,752

$112,408,449

$127,562,828

8.9%

10.5%

5.2%

13.3%

11.8%

Net investment
earnings

$7,885,649

$10,114,706

$5,508,353

$14,980,911

$15,109,293

Grants/
Scholarships

$-35,750

$-63,283

$-39,307

$-69,262

$-50,205

$106,553,385

$112,333,798

$127,320,098

$142,621,916

(Figures do not include college’s main scholarship fund)

END OF YEAR
BALANCE

$96,413,103

FROM FORM 990

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

M u s i c

D e p a r t m e n t

E v e n t s

Monday November 30
Columbia College Chamber Choir
Blues Ensemble & Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance 1

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Tuesday December 1
Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance 6 and Latin Pop Ensemble

7:00 pm

Wednesday November 2
Jazz Pop Choir at the Conway Center
New Music Ensemble at the Sherwood
Progressive Rock Ensemble 2 and Hip Hop Ensemble
Free Improv Ensemble at the Sherwood

12:00 pm
12:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Thursday December 3
Gospel Pop Ensemble and Progressive Rock Ensemble 1
Student Piano Recital 6A
Student Piano Recital 6B

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm

Friday December 4
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*
Keyboard Forum at the Sherwood*
Country Ensemble in Concert
Classical Guitar Concert at the Sherwood

12:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

*Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit
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Big Chicago uses technology
to manage large classes
CAMPUS EDITOR

STUDENTS AND FACULTY are divided

on the effectiveness of the new
technology being used to teach
the Big Chicago courses, the college’s reconceived first-semester
freshman class.
To facilitate the new courses, the
college invested in GoSoapBox, a
product created by a Chicago-based
technology company that aims to
improve classes by creating opportunities for classroom participation,
said Dave Mulder, the company’s
co-owner and chief product officer.
The technology allows professors
to use their Internet-based account
to take attendance, gauge comprehension and conduct polls, quizzes
and discussion boards with their
students, Mulder said. Students can
answer questions prompted by the
professor by signing into their class

accounts using a smartphone, tablet or laptop.
Senior Associate Provost
Suzanne Blum Malley said any
student who does not have an
Internet-accessible device can
borrow resources from the college.
Blum Malley said the college
invested in GoSoapBox after students tested various systems last
spring. She said GoSoapBox is
meant to help professors properly
manage large class sizes.
“We were interested in leveraging
a student response system of some
sort because it’s good pedagogical
practice in large lecture classes,
and this is our first foray into large
lecture classes,” Blum Malley said.
Big Chicago courses are currently the largest class sizes at
Columbia, ranging from 45 to
nearly 200 students per class,
Blum Malley said. She added that
the college bought individual

LIKE IT THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

GoSoapBox accounts for the 14
Big Chicago professors.
Prices for accounts, which
Mulder said expire after one
semester, in effect, unless renewed,
vary depending on the number of
students it serves per professor. He
added that accounts for professors
with up to 75 students cost $99, up
to 150 students cost $179 and up to
400 students cost $279.
“It was at a price point where
we could do it and test it out to see
how it worked without committing
to a long-term contract or lots of
money,” Blum Malley said.

Blum Malley said all Big
Chicago faculty and teacher’s
assistants received training on
how to incorporate the technology
into their courses.
Dominic Pacyga, a professor in
the History, Humanities & Social
Sciences Department and a Big
Chicago professor, said he used the
technology for two weeks before
abandoning it.
Pacyga said it was difficult to
use the system to take attendance
because of problems with the college’s Internet connection and the
technology itself.

TWEET IT @CCCHRONICLE

“It [would take] about 20 minutes,” he said. “Often students
didn’t know what they were doing,
and they didn’t register properly. It
was a mess.”
Lucia Frisancho, a freshman
theatre major who participates
in “Heard in the Hood: Social
Media Storytelling in Chicago’s
Neighborhoods,” said there were
issues during the beginning of the
semester trying to get the technology to cooperate.
“There were times a student
couldn’t log into the event, and
it would be locked or the polls
especially were hard to figure out,” Frisancho said.
“Sometimes we couldn’t submit answers or the answers
would be repeated, and we
didn’t know which ones we
were supposed to pick. I felt
like it ended up taking more
time than it needed [to].”

‘GRAM IT

However you choose to share your news!
columbiachronicle.com
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» megan bennett

Accounts for GoSoapBox, a
student response technology,
have been purchased for
all Big Chicago professors,
said Suzanne Blum Malley,
Senior Associate Provost.

@CCCHRONICLE
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FY16 budget shows
more cuts, less revenue
» arabella breck
CAMPUS REPORTER

THE COLLEGE RELEASED its approved

budget for the 2015–2016 fiscal
year to students, faculty and staff,
revealing deep cuts to the instructional sector’s budget and a 12.6
percent increase in the college’s
administrative expenses.
The budget, released in a Nov.
10 email from President and CEO
Kwang-Wu Kim, is also available
on the college’s website and reveals
that Columbia’s overall revenues
and expenses have decreased from
the 2014–2015 fiscal year budget. It
also shows funds for instructional
departments and academic administration have decreased while there
was a nearly $3.5 million increase in
administrative expenses.
Kim, Senior Vice President and
Provost Stan Wearden and CFO
and Vice President of Business

Affairs Michelle Gates were not
made available for comment.
“The approved budget does not
reflect actual spending and revenues for 2015–2016,” Kim said in
the emailed announcement. “There
will be variances between planned
and actual spending in individual
areas, although we will hold to the
agreed-upon bottom line.”
For the 2015–2016 fiscal year,
the college is expected to bring in
$207.7 million in revenue, a $7.3
million decrease from last year,
according to budget figures.
According to the budget, revenues from tuition and fees rose by
$300,000 from the 2014–2015 fiscal year, but funds raised by gifts,
contracts and other income dropped
81.5 percent to $1.4 million.
Jon Stern, vice president of
Development and Alumni Relations,
was not made available for comment.
College expenses have decreased

(Dollar amounts in millions)

» ALEXANDER AGHAYERE/CHRONICLE

from $216.5 million last year to
$207.7 million for fiscal year 2016.
Spending did not decrease for
institutional advancement, student services and college administration, which rose to $31.3 million
from $27.8 million last year.
College administration covers
“management of, and long-range
planning for, the college; fiscal
operations; administrative information technology; space management; human resources and non
academic records; procurement;

and support services for faculty and staff,” according to the
description given on the website.
The 2016 budget reveals $71.7
million has been allocated for
instructional departments, which
covers the cost of faculty, staff
and department-related expenses.
Instructional department expenses
do not include the cost of academic
administration that is not instructional, according to the website.
The money allocated for academic
administration, which includes the

provost’s and deans’ offices, has
decreased by $1.2 million from last
year, according to the website.
The college began making the
budget public during the Spring
2015 Semester in what the college said was an effort to increase
transparency, but Cara Birch,
a spokeswoman for the college,
refused repeated requests for
interviews with the college administration about budget particulars.
abreck@chroniclemail.com

DO YOU KNOW AN EXCELLENT TEACHER?
OF COURSE YOU DO!
NOMINATE THEM FOR THE

2016 EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED

OCTOBER 5, 2015 - DECEMBER 4, 2015
FOR DETAILS PLEASE VISIT

QUESTIONS? EMAIL

COLUM.EDU/CITE

CITE@COLUM.EDU
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» lauren kostiuk
CAMPUS REPORTER

students who
transferred to Columbia from
Harrington College of Design
at the beginning of the Fall
2015 Semester are almost finished with their first semester
at Columbia.
Columbia accepted the students following an agreement
the colleges made in April
when Harrington announced it
would close, according to Keri
Walters, assistant provost in
Academic Services.
Walters said the transition
has been successful, especially
because the college developed a
special advising team to accommodate students and which specializes in helping Harrington
transfer students stay on track
to graduate.
THE NEARLY 145

“In many ways, they are like
any other transfer student,”
Walters said. “Having transfer students on our campus is
healthy for our classrooms [and]
learning environments because
transfer students come in really
well prepared.”
Harrington will completely discontinue its operations in August
2018 due to increasing financial
deficits caused by years of declining enrollment and increased
regulatory burdens facing private
colleges, as reported April 6, 2015,
by The Chronicle.
The agreement between the colleges gives Harrington students
the ability to enroll in the same
programs offered by Columbia
and receive transfer credits, or,
for students within one year of
graduation, finish their studies on
Columbia’s campus but receive a
Harrington degree.

» EVAN BELL/CHRONICLE
Harrington College of Design students have successfully transferred to
Columbia after Harrington announced it will close its doors by August 2018.

Max Shangle, president of
Harrington College of Design, said
the transition was smooth because
Columbia has strong programs
that mirror Harrington’s.
Shangle said the biggest challenge in the transition was understanding what needed to be done
and how to do it in a practical way.
“Moving a household is one
thing, but moving the college
and its resources [is another],”
Shangle said. “I don’t think any of

American Sign Langauge
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us anticipated what we had hiding
in the broom closet.”
Walters said Columbia trained
advisors on Harrington students’
specific needs, managing the different degree options and scheduling class times appropriately.
The primary departments
affected by the agreement were the
Design and Photography departments, Walters said.
Tim Cozzens, chair of the
Design Department, said it was

a “tremendous undertaking”
for the department. He said the
department had to more than double the number of courses offered
in the interior architecture program, which resulted in hiring
additional faculty.
“There are hiccups as with any
transitions of cultures, but those
are being addressed as best as possible,” Cozzens said. “There are
a lot of resources the college has
put [in]to making the transition
as smooth as possible.”
Alesha Kraeszig, a senior
design major graduating with
a Harrington degree, said it has
been an “interesting” change
because she attended Columbia
her freshman year before
transferring to Harrington
for a more involved interior
design program.
K raeszig added that
Harrington students were
not excited about the college’s
closure, but the transfer itself
went smoothly.
Kraeszig said she was disappointed when she believed

SEE HARRINGTON, PAGE 11

Harrington students settle in at
Columbia after college closing

CAMPUS

College Wi-Fi connectivity
said to be growing worse
» arabella breck
CAMPUS REPORTER

faculty contend that the college’s Wi-Fi network has been more unreliable and
difficult to connect to this semester than in previous semesters.
As reported Nov. 23 by The
Chronicle, the problems students
and faculty experience with the
Wi-Fi network at the college primarily stem from Columbia being
as far as 15 years behind technologically, according to Byron
Nash, chief information officer
and associate vice president of
Technology Services.
“Probably the most obvious sign
that things are not well is our network,” Nash said at a Nov. 13 Faculty
Senate meeting. “Our wireless is
about two generations behind.”
Nash was not made available for
comment for this story.
MANY STUDENTS AND

Stephanie Frank, a lecturer in
the Humanities, History & Social
Sciences Department, said she
uses Wi-Fi during her classes to
show video clips and news segments relevant to her courses. She
said it is frustrating when technological problems inhibit her ability
to teach her class as planned.
“You have a limited amount of
class time, and you do not want to
be wasting it,” Frank said. “If the
activity is really important, then I
will troubleshoot and do whatever
needs to happen. Sometimes it is
just not worth it.”
Cory Griffith, a junior theatre
major, said in most of her courses,
she has been expected to use
Wi-Fi in some capacity, and the
network seems less reliable and
more difficult to connect to than
in the past.
“[This semester] sometimes
it works, sometimes it does not,”

Technologically, Columbia is up
to 15 years behind, said Byron
Nash, chief information officer
and associate vice president of
Technology Services on Nov. 13.

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

Griffith said. “Last semester I did
not have a problem with it at all.”
However, not all agree. Chris
Huizenga, a lecturer in the
Communication and Media
Innovation Department who
teaches a social media course that
requires Wi-Fi, said he has not
experienced connection problems.

“I would actually say this
[semester] has been an improvement in terms of the overall reliability of the wireless network,”
Huizenga said.
During the Faculty Senate
meeting, Nash said the college has
recently completed negotiations
to purchase a new fiber ring that

will improve the performance of
the Wi-Fi network.
Huizenga said having a reliable
Wi-Fi network is important for
teaching his class because his
students are working in real- time
with real events and clients.
“The students in my class learn
by doing, so we are working on real
projects for real clients,” Huizenga
said. “We have to know what is
going on and how people [are]
feeling and reacting.”
A reliable Wi-Fi network is
an important resource for students and faculty to have access
to during their time on campus,
both in and outside the classroom,
Frank said.
“[Wi-Fi consistency] is important for the classroom, but it is also
just [as] important for the campus,” Frank said.
abreck@chroniclemail.com
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“BunnyBadger”
yarn

made by local artist Renée Jones

Come in to see this and many other amazing fibers in person!

Call to arms!
We are seeking other local fiber artists to showcase at Yarnify! Stop by to chat with us and bring
samples of your work.
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stock market, bonds or other and contributions received, as
alternative strategies.
well as additional funds estabKiphart said. “It is a good thing.
Kiphart also said the college lished by the college that funcHonestly, it is a great thing.”
works with various investment tion like an endowment but can
Columbia’s net investment firms and managers who handle be expended at any time at the
earnings—the money it makes the college’s funds, adding that the college’s discretion.
by investing the endowment bal- college invests in international
The hiring of Jon Stern, vice
ance—for the fiscal year ending stocks as well.
president of Development and
Aug. 31, 2014, were just more than
The college’s grants and schol- Alumni Relations, is one of the
$15 million, which is the college’s arships for the fiscal year ending reasons contributions were so high,
highest reported earnings in the on Aug. 31, 2014, decreased 38 Kiphart said, adding that President
last five fiscal years, according to percent since the previous fiscal and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim is also
the Form 990.
year, according to the Form 990. good at fundraising for the college.
The college’s investment committee, which Kiphart said is
headed by William Wolf, trustee
and Founding Principal, BW
Capital Partners, includes trustees and other volunteer investors.
The committee reviews current
investments and determines what
investments to make next.
Kiphart said the commit— Dick Kiphart
tee works with Monticello
Associates, an independent However, this is not the college’s
“We really have enhanced
asset management consulting main source of scholarship funds. our capabilities to go out
firm providing non-discretionContributions were more a nd ra ise contributions,”
ary investment advisory ser- than three times higher than Kiphart said.
vices, which advises the college those of the previous fiscal year,
Requests for interviews with
on good investment techniques according to the Form 990. This both Kim and Stern were both
in terms of investing in the includes all donor gifts, grants refused for this story.

Obviously, any time you have more
endowment, you have a chance
to do a little bit more. It is a good
thing. Honestly, it is a great thing.

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

The Infinite is located one block from the
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in
the heart of downtown Chicago.
Students will have the convenience of
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters)
and have multiple mass transit lines
at their fingertips.

Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
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TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

During the previous
five fiscal years, the
college saw the highest
percentage in return
from investments during
the 2012–2013 fiscal year
and the lowest percent
in return during the
2010–2011 fiscal year.

2013–
Percentage return:

11.8%
Net investment:

$15,109,293
the highest reported
earning in the last 5
fiscal years
» ZOE¨ HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

SURROUND YOURSELF
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details

For students looking for student apartments near
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University,
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a
prime spot for college commuters.

Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis

However, Stern was not
employed by the college during
the period reflected in the Form
990. Additionally, the fall 2016
budget, released Nov. 10 on the
college’s website, revealed that
gifts, contracts and other income
has decreased by about 83 percent
since the 2014–2015 fiscal year.
Kiphart said he thinks Kim
has been successful at enhancing
the college’s programs to deliver
a more sufficient product to
the students.
Kiphart added that he foresees
continual growth to the college’s
current endowment.
“More funds for the college [are]
very good,” Kiphart said. “We
intend to build [our endowment]
even more.”
Interviews requested by The
Chronicle with Michelle Gates,
CFO and vice president of
Business Affairs; Mark Kelly, vice
president of Student Success; Jeff
Meece, associate vice president
of Enrollment Management; and
Wolf were all refused.

28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com

Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink,
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s
local shops and social activities.

37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331

SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com

Check out the new virtual tour here:
https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/.
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire
about tour information.

CAMPUS
HARRINGTON, FROM PAGE 8

her professors at Columbia did not have the
right credentials to teach her advanced studio or thesis classes. She also said it has been
difficult as a senior to have classes taught by
first-time teachers.
“All our studio faculty are qualified to
teach the courses assigned,” Cozzens said
in a Nov. 24 emailed statement.
Cozzens said he is unsure what credentials are in question but that he would
be happy to address details any students
are concerned about if he is made aware
of them.
TECHNOLOGY, FROM PAGE 6

Blum Malley said she has not heard any
complaints about the technology, but she
welcomes them to help evaluate the system.
She said her Strategic Plan implementation
committee will discuss GoSoapBox when
evaluating the effectiveness of the courses.
Frisancho said GoSoapBox helps engage
students when the system works properly.
“Usually, the polls are relevant to what
we are talking about and help make
it more personal,” she said. “It does
accomplish that.”
Alton Miller, an associate professor in
the Communication & Media Innovation
Department and a Big Chicago professor, said he has not had problems with
the technology.

Walters said there are challenges along
the way, but the college has increased its
focus on its transfer rate in the last few
years, and this agreement with Harrington
helped make the collegewide effort
a success.
“[Transfer students] bring with them a
diverse set of experiences that really contributes to our learning environments,”
Walters said. “When students mix together
with other students from all over, that adds
to a diversity in the classroom, which is a
strong benefit for all of us.”
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

“It makes the interaction between student and teacher richer with activities
[and] interactive responses to questions
I’m asking,” Miller said.
While the technology is currently
limited to Big Chicago, Blum Malley
said it could possibly be used in other
Columbia classes.
“I think it could be used in smaller
classes,” Blum Malley said. “It might be
more awkward to use in smaller classrooms, I don’t know, but I think it very
much depends on how well the faculty is
prepared to use it and how interested they
are in using [it] and how well they use it
to further the learning environment—not
just using it to use it.”
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

Students in the Big Chicago courses need a smart phone, tablet
or laptop to access the GoSoapBox technology in class, said
Suzanne Blum Malley, senior associate provost. Those in need can
borrow devices from the college.

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
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CAMPUS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 11AM - 7PM
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 11AM - 5PM
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 11AM - 4PM
ShopColumbia, HAUS and Hokin Gallery | 623 S Wabash Ave, first floor

• 50+ artists featuring expanded product lines.
• The Market features unique, one-of-a-kind items designed
and created by Columbia students and alumni.
• Shop clothing, jewelry, fashion accessories, photography,
knitwear, stationery, music and more!
• Complimentary hot cocoa bar.

ShopColumbia, Columbia College Chicago’s student and alumni art boutique, is committed to serving emerging artists. The present
features the following ShopColumbia products: CD by American Wolf, Rabbit King paper doll by Hannah Batsel, cast paper sculpture by Erin
Cramer, acrylic earrings by Dana Diederich, bowtie by Peter Gaona, paintings by Ben Giska, Melissa Gindling and JJ McLuckie; plush radishes by
Amy Hilber, silk scarf by Deborah Hirshfield, floral headdress by Jordan Nicole Kelley, beaded earrings by Knot Thinkers, sweatpants by Stefan
Meier, vinyl record by Oshwa, buttons by Sloane Passmore, mittens by Kirsten Renz, lampwork glass necklace by Larissa Rolley, plush octopus
by Haley Slamon, rubber earrings by True Partners in Craft, tank top by Ari Winholt, beaded bracelet by Danielle Wink and Tote by Monica Zidaru.
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“Scary Stories” documentary to be released for 35th anniversary » Page 16

Exhibit spending
“A Charlie Brown
Christmas”in Chicago
» dana mack

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
THE PEGGY NOTEBAERT Nature Museum,
2430 N. Cannon Drive, is the current
home of the “Peanuts…Naturally” exhibit. Curated by the Charles M. Schulz
Museum and Research Center in Santa
Rosa, California, the exhibit has traveled
the U.S. since March 2012 and will be in
Chicago through Jan. 3.
The exhibit integrates “Peanuts” cartoons touching on environmental concerns
with displays explaining these phenomena.
Steve Sullivan, a senior curator of Urban
Ecology at the Notebaert Nature Museum,
gives tours of the exhibit and its features.
“Although we as human society have
understood ecological issues as a science
for hundreds of years, as a community
we remain a little clueless about them,”
Sullivan said. “Charles Schulz takes this
knowledge and makes it something everybody can understand.”
Walking along a wall labeled with the
titles “The Elements,” “The Universe,”
“The Solar System,” “The Sun” and “The
Eclipse,” Sullivan said when people think of
“Peanuts,” they think of the psychological
aspects and the social commentary of it.
“[Schulz] is talking about our place in the

universe, not just existentially, but physically our place in the universe and how we
fit into this,” Sullivan said.
The exhibit also allows visitors to watch
a “Peanuts” episode on a small screen and
check out anti-pollution posters from
1972. One of the posters reads “Bend a little, pick up a lot,” and the other, “Pounce
on pollution.”
“Today if you see somebody litter, that’s
the symbolism of ‘I’m an antisocial creep,’
whereas back [in the past] everybody littered and you had to wear a mohawk and
spikes to look antisocial,” Sullivan said.
“We are more tolerant of one another and
less of our negative impacts on the planet.”
“Peanuts…Naturally” reaches an all-inclusive demographic. Children can watch
a “Peanuts” episode with their parents or
play with one of the many interactive sets
on display. Meanwhile, adults can contemplate some of the broader text in the various
comic strips hung on the wall.
“Charles Schulz really tuned in to the
real experiences of kids,” said Michael
Hays, an adjunct professor in the Design
Department, regarding the cartoon’s ability
to resonate with readers today.
In the middle of the exhibit sits a giant
pumpkin, reminiscent of “It’s the Great
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown.” Inside the

Snoopy displayed at Peggy
Notebaert Nature Museum to
attract younger visitors.
» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

pumpkin is a playground complete with
a slide.
Sullivan said he wants visitors to leave
knowing they are part of something larger
in the community and on the planet.
“I hope people walk away from this
exhibit with a consciousness that they are
part of the planet, and they as individuals
have an impact,” Sullivan said. “Regardless
of whether you’re a kid or an adult in this
exhibit, you’re going to have an opportunity
to do something or read something here
that will help you really feel that.”
“Peanuts…Naturally” is on display at the
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum until Jan.
3. Admission to the museum is free.
chronicle@colum.edu

The Museum uses
“Peanuts” as a theme to
teach kids science as an
interesting attraction.
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Friday, Dec. 4

STRAND OF OAKS
The Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
7:30 p.m.
$18 advance, $20 doors, 21+

» jacob wittich

MANAGING EDITOR

Who Is Fancy shows music
industry is OK with gay

T

he music industry has
made strides in recent
years in terms of allowing LGBT themes and messages into the spotlight.
On Nov. 22, Who Is Fancy released
his music video for "Boys Like You,"
a song featuring hit makers Ariana
Grande and Meghan Trainor, giving
the song another push in its journey
to the top of the charts as a hit song.
The song itself is not very
noteworthy. It's a f lirty, doowop inspired track about
going absolutely boy-crazy.
What is noteworthy, however,
is that its main singer, Who Is
Fancy, is male and not afraid to
sing about pursuing another male.
The video even features Bitstripesque cartoon characters of Fancy,
Trainor and Grande competing
for the affection of their
hunky poolboy.
The song, along with its accompanying video, is one of the
most obviously gay things to be
pushed in the music industry.
Fancy's musical talent has even
caught the attention of major music
executives, having been signed
by superstar managers Scooter
Braun—who oversees Justin Bieber
and Grande's careers—and Scott
Borchetta—most prominently known
for discovering Taylor Swift—and
showing the music industry can now
confidently promote gay themes.
LGBT people rejoiced when
Lady Gaga released her self-loving anthem "Born This Way"
in 2011, which contributed to
bringing the topic of gay rights
into mainstream media.
That conversation continued
when Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
used their hit song "Same Love"
to push for marriage equality in

Tuesday, Dec. 1

BORN RUFFIANS

KID A

Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
8 p.m.
$15, 21+

Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave.
9 p.m.
$10, 17+

Wednesday, Dec. 2
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Saturday, Dec. 5

THE ARCS

THE VERVE PIPE

The Vic Theatre
3145 N. Sheffield Ave.
8 p.m.
$38.50, 18+

Schubas Tavern
3159 N. Southport Ave.
9 p.m.
$24, 21+

Thursday, Dec. 3

the U.S., even going as far as to
marry 33 gay and straight couples during one performance of
the song at the 2014 Grammys.
But until recently, those progay messages were only received
from straight people, (although
Gaga has admitted to identifying as bisexual in interviews.)
I'll admit that "Boys Like You"
is not the greatest song—it's
repetitive, childish and uninspired, but it is refreshing to
hear a song tinged with such
openly gay lyrics be so well
received by the general public.
Yes, openly gay singer Sam
Smith did connect with millions
of listeners with his album
In the Lonely Hour, full of
highly relatable and emotional
heartbreak ballads, showing
that gay people experience love
no differently than straight
people. However, his lyrics generally strayed from using any
sort of pronouns that could give
away his sexual orientation.
"Boys Like You" is here, it's queer
and neither the general public nor
the industry professionals pushing the song seem to be bothered.

Friday, Dec. 4

Sunday, Dec. 6

DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE

TINY FIREFLIES

The Chicago Theatre
175 N. State St.
7:30 p.m.
$49.50–$59.50

Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
9 p.m.
$5, 21+

FEATURED PHOTO
Tom May, singer and
guitarist of The Menzingers, performed during the
band's show at The Metro
on Nov. 20.

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

WWII photo exhibit shows
photographer’s humanity
» ariel parrella-aureli

Friends of Alfonso Carrara
and his widow, Gillion Carrara,
“HAPPENCHANCE,” A TR AVELING
gathered Nov. 12 for the opening
exhibit from an Italian-Ameri- reception of the Chicago exhibit.
can photographer documenting Gillion Carrara started the evehis experiences during World War ning by sharing memories of her
II, is now on display at the Italian husband, who worked as an archiCultural Institute of Chicago, 500 tect before his death in 2012.
N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1450.
Alfonso Carrara was born in
The exhibit, which opened Nov. Chicago in 1922 to immigrant
12 and is set to run until Dec. 18, parents from Tuscany. He later
showcases Alfonso Carrara’s studied at the Chicago School of
photography from 1942–1945. The Design, a precursor of the Illinois
Institute is the exhibit’s final stop Institute of Technology Institute
after showing in San Francisco of Design, where he learned about
from June 18–July 31 and New photography and architecture,
York City during September, according to Alan Cohen, his foraccording to Alberta Lai, director mer photography professor and
of the Italian Cultural Institute friend at the Institute of Design.
in Chicago.
“If Alfonso was alive, he would be
“It is a joint project with our col- so pleased you want to look at his
leagues in San Francisco and New photographs,” Gillion Carrara said
York,” Lai said, noting Carrara was at the reception. “Alfonso called
a native Chicagoan.
Italy a museum without walls.”
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

Gillion Carrara, a Chicago
jewelry designer and metalsmith,
said she owns the photographs and
named the exhibit “Happenchance”
because they capture Alfonso
Carrara’s chance encounters in
Italy, where he originally served
as an Allied soldier in the British
and American military during
World War II.
Gillion Carrara said the title
“Happenchance” is revelatory of
how Carrara first encountered
photography and how the exhibit
was started.
She said the exhibit was put
together by Cohen and Jordan
Schulman, both former photography professors at Columbia.
The photographs are matted and
printed from the original negatives,
a process Cohen and Schulman
began 16 years ago with Alfonso
Carrara, she added.
For the show, Schulman continued the job of printing and restoring the negatives, many of which
had been damaged by Carrara’s
travel through the war-torn countryside because he did not have

the proper resources to develop
his negatives, according to Cohen.
“Photography is a relatively
precise medium if you are able to
exercise temperature and proper
ratios of chemistry,” Cohen said.
“[Alfonso Carrara] gave us something very difficult [to work with].”

Cohen and Schulman decided
the damaged negatives should
be showcased because they
were also Alfonso Carrara’s art.
“Let’s show all the damage
and consequences of what he
had to go through in order to
[take] these,” Schulman said.

SEE EXHIBIT, PAGE 27
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The ‘Happenchance’ traveling WWII photography exhibit’s
opening reception was held on Nov. 12 at the Italian Cultural
Institute of Chicago at 500 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 1450.
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is a popular American folklore tale about a boy who
finds a human toe in his garden.
After eating it for supper, the boy
is haunted during the night by a
man looking for his missing toe.
This is just one of the many children’s stories in Alvin Schwartz’s
“Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark,”
a trilogy first published in 1981.
The stories grew to be popular in the ‘80s and ‘90s but were
heavily censored and banned
in many states for their horrific
content and illustrations, according to Chicago filmmaker Cody
Meirick, who is working on a
documentary about the trilogy’s
influence on children’s literature
and censorship of banned books.
The documentary is scheduled to
be released in 2016 in honor of the
trilogy’s 35th anniversary.
Schwartz died in 1992, mostly
before his work appeared on the
“challenged list” of the American
“THE BIG TOE”

Library Association in the ‘90s,
according to a 1993 Chicago
Tribune article about the author
after his death.
Meirick, who has a background
in children’s literature, wanted to
make the documentary to highlight the importance of the genre
and focus on Schwartz’s series
because it was controversial.
“You have a book series that is
arguably the most-banned book
series of the last 30 years,” Meirick
said. “They have been incredibly
popular and have gotten a lot of
kids reading over the years.”
Meirick said the documentary
also focuses on the influential
illustrations of the series by
Stephen Gammell, and how folklore history is mixed with children’s books. He also interviewed
family members of Schwartz to
learn more about the stories.
“[I will] pivot toward censorship
and use the series as an example
of how books are banned,” Meirick
said. “There are a lot of topics people have misconceptions about.”

» Courtesy CODY MEIRICK
“Scary Stories,” a documentary by Chicago filmmaker Cody Meirick, focuses on
the “Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark” trilogy by Alvin Schwartz. The film is
set to be released in 2016 for the trilogy’s 35th anniversary.

He said he read the books when
he was about 9 years old and
got hooked on other scary tales,
but they are not for all children.
Meirick said he would not expose
his 5-year-old son to them yet
because he is not ready.
However, Meirick said there
are ways to balance books without banning them or taking them
out of school libraries, as many did
when the series rose to popularity.

“There is a way to [talk about
age-appropriateness] that is productive and doesn’t keep the books
from kids that would benefit from
[them],” Meirick said.
One such way is to have an open
dialogue about the subject matter
without hiding it from children,
said Jack Campbell, a sophomore
creative writing major who read
the Schwartz trilogy when he was
6 years old.

“Being told that it’s going to be
scary before it’s given to you is a
good way to pull back that fear,”
Campbell said, whose mother used
to read him the stories before he
could read for himself.
Mark Sutor, an audio engineer
and composer for the documentary,
said the element of fear is important in capturing the “Scary Stories”
essence for the film’s score. He said
it is an upbeat but gothic sound,
keeping it scary but fun.
“[The books] played on the haunting, dark figure you’ see out of the
corner of your eye,” said Sutor.
He said he had nightmares
after reading the trilogy when he
was younger, but working with
Meirick revitalized his interest
in the series.
Even nightmares did not stop
Nicholas Abel, a sophomore creative writing major, from reading
“Scary Stories” and asking his family to gift him the series when he
was younger. Abel said the illustrations and stories gave him
controlled fear and kept him
constantly glued.
“I would spend half the time
staring at the pictures, getting
freaked out,” said Abel, who
especially liked the visuals.

Baby, it’s cold outside!
» lou foglia

» frank enyart

SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

Colossal Estates
Money Rain Down
Darlin’ Dear
Glide
Reach for the Dead
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Errors
Big Black Delta
Blackbird Blackbird
Snowmine
Boards of Canada
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The Stable Song
Snow (Hey Oh)

Gregory Alan Isakov
Red Hot Chili Peppers

Just Say Yes
Let it Snow! Let it Snow!
Animal

Snow Patrol
Frank Sinatra
Miike Snow

Staff Playlist
» selena cotte

» lauren kostiuk

COPY EDITOR

CAMPUS REPORTER

Winter Song

The Head and the Heart

Christmas in L.A.
Winter Wonderland

SEE SCARY, PAGE 27

‘Scary Stories’ documentary
to be released in 2016

Vulfpeck
Tony Bennett

Rush

Freeze

Lana Del Rey

Shades of Cool
Yule Shoot Your Eye Out

White Winter Hymnal

Fleet Foxes

Cold Blooded

Coldest Winter

Kanye West

Snowblind

Fall Out Boy

The Pretty Reckless
Black Sabbath

ARTS & CULTURE

NOVEMBER 30, 2015 THE CHRONICLE 17

ARTS & CULTURE

Crowdfunding kick
starts ‘The Geek Show’
» frank enyart

ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

a free haven for
nerds to gather and discuss
their favorite things, thanks to
a crowdfunding effort that has
raised more than $3,000.
“The Geek Show,” which takes
place every other month at Stage
773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave., is a
“nerd culture” talk show put on by
VStheUNIVERSE, a niche multimedia company. Each show has a
theme, with past ones focusing on
Halloween and dragons.
Aaron Amendola, the cofounder
of VStheUNIVERSE, said the
desire to form the collective came
from wanting to see media that
reflected his own interests.
As a musical theater fan,
Amendola said many musicals
focused on universal concepts like
THERE IS NOW

relationship problems, but he ultimately wanted to do programming
about things like “Doctor Who” or
“Star Wars.”
The Kickstarter campaign will
fund the six “Geek Shows” between
December 2015 and December
2016, allowing them to be free to
the public. Amendola said potential themes for the upcoming year
include a “Harry Potter” event, in
which attendees would dress up
and be sorted into the “houses”
that comprise Hogwarts, Potter’s
school, in the series.
Cofounder Chris Chapin
added that each founding member—Amendola, himself and Sam
Begich—contributes something
different to the production.
“It’s totally [like] ‘The Legend of
Zelda’ [triforce],” Amendola said.
“We’ve been able to take on different parts of projects.”
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Cofounder Aaron Amendola said
things like dressing in Medieval
garb and a love of Harry Potter can
bring unity among nerd culture.

VStheUNIVERSE also produces content for YouTube, the
group’s original platform, where
it shares sketches and videos
with more than 400 subscribers. In September, the collective
started a podcast called “Panels
on Channels,” hosted by Chapin,
which covers comic books turning
into television shows.
According to Amendola, the
podcast came along when they
realized they could take things
they enjoyed and turn them into
art for other like-minded people
to enjoy.
“I really wanted to do a podcast,”
Chapin added. “Aaron [Amendola]
was like ‘Oh, lets just make that
into a podcast.’”
The founders said their goal
moving forward is to make sure
nerds from all over can be involved,
saying one actress wanted to be
involved in their shows but was not
able to be in Chicago for programs
and rehearsals.

» Courtesy SAM BEGICH

“We said ‘So you live in Seattle, able to be part of a pretty awesome
so what? We’ll help you from community we helped create.”
across the country,’” Amendola
Amendola said people who
said. “It’s being inclusive, but it’s have the same interests should
also empowering people to believe be united, without shooing peothey can do whatever they want ple away for things like sexual
to do.”
orientation or religion. Part of
Chapin added VStheUNIVERSE VStheUNIVERSE’s goal is to conbelieves the creators must make an tinually unite people who enjoy
effort to be inclusive because they “nerd culture.”
themselves often felt excluded.
“I don’t think we’re perfect by any
“I was very studious in many means, but we’re trying,”Amenthings,” Chapin said. “The people dola said. “Hopefully, we just keep
I hung out with weren’t nerdy in getting better.”
the traditional sense.... In the last
three or four years, I have been
fenyart@chroniclemail.com
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Davis Theater renovates, expands
» ben kowalski

systems [and] bathrooms, [and
we’re] expanding our concession
BIGGER SCREENS, NEW sound sys- area,” Lowry said.
tems and varied food options will
Jeff Spitz, an associate profesbe part of the movie-going experi- sor in the Cinema Art + Science
ence at Lincoln Square’s historic
Davis Theater, 4614 N. Lincoln
Ave., after ongoing renovations
are completed next spring.
General Manager Ryan Lowry
said two of the Davis’s four theaters were shut down Nov. 2 when
construction began.
“We will keep two theaters
open during the holidays,” Lowry
said. “We anticipate sometime in
January the other two theaters
will be shutdown completely.”
The movie house will undergo a
renovation, which is a five- to sixmonth project, according to Lowry.
“We are redoing all of our theaters—new seats, screens, sound
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

General manager Ryan Lowry said the
Davis Theater’s ongoing renovation
is meant to revive some of the
building’s original atmosphere.

Department, said he has attended
movies at the Davis Theater since
moving to Lincoln Square in 1988.
Spitz said people talked about
how “scummy” the theater was.

» Courtesy RYAN LOWRY

“[People talked about] how
uncomfortable the seats are, how
you run the risk of pulling your
back out by going to see a movie,
but it’s always been a very fun
place to be,” Spitz said.
Spitz said despite its shortcomings, the Davis Theater’s old-time
atmosphere made it one of a kind.
Built in 1918 as the Pershing
Theater, the Davis originally had
only one screen and housed a
Wurlitzer organ.
“It made you feel like you were
in a community, like from the ‘30s
or ‘40s,” Spitz said. “It was a real
old-fashioned experience to walk
in there.”
Lowry said the current renovation might also include redesigned
decor, reviving the atmosphere of
the Davis’ vaudeville days.
“We’re hoping to bring back some
of the old design of the building,”
Lowry said. “It’s about a 100-yearold building. There [are] some old
pipes from the organ we would like
to expose.”
The renovation is scheduled to
remove the wall between the Davis’

two largest theaters, creating a
space for a 320-seat auditorium,
he said. Lowry added that the
theater will fill the vacant storefronts on its north side with a
3,000-square-foot expansion for
a full bar and restaurant.
The addition of a restaurant
will make the Davis Theater’s
movie-going experience more
comfortable than it has been in
previous years, Spitz said.
“You might even be able to get a
beer or some wine,” he said. “If you
compare this potential experience
in the neighborhood with what I
have to go downtown to find, it’s a
real improvement.”
Samantha Tan, a junior cinema
art + science major, said she grew
up in Lincoln Square and added
she has mixed feelings about the
renovation project.
“I’m used to it being a small,
[unique] theater. Expanding it
could be good, [but that’s] not quite
how the community think[s] about
it,” Tan said.
chronicle@colum.edu

Call for viewings : 312-461-9707
or stop in the South Loop Club
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Love & leather: what’s y
Story by Jake Miller
Design by Colin King
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etween the notorious smut of E.L. James’ “Fifty Shades of Grey” and the
leather-laden imagery of a plethora of pop-stars like Rihanna, Madonna
and Lady Gaga, BDSM—once an underground phenomenon—has penetrated the mainstream culture, though public reactions still vary.
BDSM—variously known as kink, leather or fetish—is a catch-all term
for lifestyles and sexual practices that involve bondage and discipline (B&D), domination and submission (D&S) or sadism and masochism (S&M).
Chester Munro, 2010 winner of the annual Mr. Chicago Leather Contest, first
encountered the leather community when he visited The Eagle—a former Chicago leather bar—15 years ago. Since then, BDSM has been a cornerstone of
Munro’s life, he said.
Now, Munro lives with his husband and a “boy”—an adult male who acts as a
third-party to their marriage. The boy is more than 18 years old and does not wish
to be identified, Munro said.
“My boy is specifically my boy. He’s not our boy,” Munro said. “There is a
certain amount of sex he is required to have with me that he is not required to
have with [my husband], but if the two of them want to play, I am OK with that.”
Prior to beginning his relationship with his boy, Munro developed a written contract, which outlined a protocol for communication, responsibilities and
boundaries. These guidelines helped clarify the nature of the relationship and
prevent unnecessary strife, Munro said.
However, Munro is no disciplinarian.
“I tend to be on the easy side of things. [My boy] isn’t cleaning house or touching my heels all day,” he said. “I’m a daddy, not a sir.”
Munro switches between sleeping in his husband’s bed and his boy’s bed every
other night. He said it is important to him that his boy has his own space.
While the relationship between Munro and his boy is casual, other relationships may be more severe. Munro differentiated between the varying levels of
discipline present in “daddy-boy” relationships, “sir-boy” relationships and “master-slave” relationships.
“I always say that I can’t manage my own checkbook, so I really don’t want to
manage your life,” he said.
Munro’s lifestyle has raised a few eyebrows, but he said his three-way relationship has been tremendously beneficial to his marriage.
“It’s been great. We travel together. We even [were with] with my boy’s family
on Thanksgiving,” he said.
Head Mistress Desiree from The Continuum Chicago, a professional BDSM
dungeon located at the intersection of Lake and Wells streets, observed a similar
disconnect between public perception of her personal life and its actual content.
“I don’t have a lot of time to entertain what other people think,” she said.
“Today I’m going to make homemade lasagna and bread from scratch, and I bet
that doesn’t fit in with a lot of peoples’ images of how a mistress spends her days.”
Victoria Shannon, an adjunct professor in the Humanities, History & Social
Sciences Department who teaches “Gay and Lesbian Studies,” said the terminology now employed is a modern development, and human behavior has exhibited
a tendency toward BDSM since the dawn of time. Images of ritual flagellations
and religious ceremonies that merged ecstasy and agony can be found on ancient
Etruscan frescoes. More prominently, the term “sadism” was derived from the
name of 18th century French writer the Marquis de Sade.
“It really only takes a cursory review of literature or a basic historical analysis of
sexuality to see that people have had the desire to engage in all kinds of sexuality
for as long as history has been recorded,” said Rick Storer, executive director at
The Leather Archives, a Chicago museum dedicated to BDSM history and culture. “It’s always been there.”

FEATURE

your safe word?
Still, practitioners of BDSM-related activities and lifestyles have drawn medical and
legal scrutiny.
Prior to 2013, the American Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders classified BDSM-related activity as a paraphilia or deviance,
according to Susan Wright, spokeswoman for the National Coalition for Sexual Freedom.
As a result, those who participated in the BDSM community could have lost their jobs or
had the custody of their children revoked.
Additionally, accidental injuries that occur as a result of consensual BDSM-practice are
often subject to mandatory report by medical professionals, Wright said. Because of this,
those in need of medical assistance must either forgo treatment for fear of stigma or take
the risk of provoking wholly unnecessary assault charges.
From 2008–2013 the NCSF fronted the DSM revision project, which succeeded in
convincing the APA to drop the references to BDSM practices as paraphilias from the
updated DSM-5.
“It has made a huge difference,” Wright said. “We have seen discrimination truly start
to decline.”
The Leather Archives has also been involved in efforts to preserve BDSM culture.
Chuck Renslow co-founded The Leather Archives with Tony Debassé in 1991 to preserve collections of BDSM paraphernalia, artifacts and documents that were left behind
by members of the gay community lost to the AIDS epidemic, Storer said.
“As these people were dying, their uninformed families were coming in and finding
these collections that evidenced their secret kink and fetish lifestyles, and they would
throw them out,” Storer said. “Chuck Renslow and others in the leather community saw
this happening and decided they had to stop it so these collections could be saved, rather
than going in a dumpster.”
Korey McWilliams, a sex counselor at Center for Personal Development and an adjunct
professor in the Humanities, History & Social Sciences Department, said despite myriad
cultural misconception, research suggests people who partake in BDSM lifestyles do not
usually suffer from post-trauma or struggle with violent tendencies. In fact, many members of the BDSM community are more well-balanced and stable than others.
“One of the ways in which the kink community is a role model is through communication,” McWilliams said. “[The kink community’s] ability to express their needs and
desires and give feedback about their experience is a model for all relationships.”
Munro stressed that before any BDSM “scene” takes place, an extensive conversation is
held between the participants in which boundaries, expectations and protocol are established—everything is done with complete consent. Most importantly, a safe word is chosen. If at any point during the scene the safe word is spoken, the activity stops immediately.
Brad Sagarin, professor of psychology at Northern Illinois University, documented the
effects of sadomasochistic practices on couples by measuring the levels of cortisol and
testosterone in their saliva before, during and after BDSM sessions in his 2009 study
“Hormonal Changes and Couple Bonding in Consensual Sadomasochistic Activity,”
published in Archives of Sexual Behavior, an academic journal on sexology. His findings
consistently evidenced that intimacy and trust were enhanced by these practices.
Widespread recognition of these elements has led to efforts to reclaim BDSM as a
healthy psychological expression, which can allow for self-realization and even facilitate
personal healing, McWilliams said.
“I think there’s more to come,” McWilliams said. “Middle America is going to start to
say, ‘Oh, I do like being spanked during sex-play’ or ‘Yeah, I like being blindfolded’, and
then they’re going to say, ‘That’s BDSM?’”
Head Mistress Desiree noted that, though not exclusively, The Continuum Chicago’s
demographic is primarily white-collar.
“They’re married to the right women, they have a membership to the right country
club [and] their kids go to the right schools,” she said. “It doesn’t seem like they’re in a
position to do anything terribly freaky.”
Munro concurred that BDSM is already more common than the public thinks.
“It’s not just sex clubs,” Munro said. “A good deal of your neighbors are probably doing
this stuff in their bedrooms next to you. The difference is a room rate!”
Munro also noted that even 15 years ago, the leather community was relatively private.
However, the International Mr. Leather convention is now held annually—Beginning
next on May 27, 2016—and the public is far less reactionary to the sight of men and
women in BDSM attire.
“There are always going to be a few lookie-lous, but for the most part, everyone in the
city shrugs,” he said. “We don’t want to chase them down the street with a riding crop and
a dog mask on—You just keep walking; I have things to do in the hotel.”

dmiller@chroniclemail.com
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WHAT CARTOON CHARACTER’S
STYLE DO YOU MOST RESEMBLE?
Elizabeth Cruz
senior advertising major

Naheige Lewis
freshman radio
and creative writing
double major
“Kim Possible.”
“Cruella De Vil..”

Andrew Caldwell
junior fashion studies major
“Danny Phantom.”

L&A Healing Studio
THE ART OF WELL BEING

15%
off merchandise

L&A Healing Studio
THE ART OF WELL BEING

YOGA
PILATES
DANCE CLASSES

Local handmade goods:
BAGS

JEWELRY
CLOTHES
BOW TIES
AND MUCH MORE

MASSAGE THERAPY
$60 for 60 mins | $90 for 90 mins

Ask about our st�dent discounts

1620 S. Michigan Ave store front 300
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Symposium seeks educated
answers for complex issues
» frank enyart
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SEMINARY CO-OP BOOKSTORE, 5751

S. Woodlawn Ave., is in the middle
of its “Literary Public Sphere:
Conversations at the Co-op”
series, which invites experts on
issues like racial tension in the
U.S. and the worldwide refugee
crisis to openly discuss their specialties with an audience, facilitating an educated dialogue about
these issues.
Seminary Co-op Director Jeff
Deutsch said most bookstores
do traditional readings—authors
talking about books they have
written—but there has been a
push for more conversations based
around topics rather than books.
“We received a number of
requests for [this type of series]
and decided we finally had the

infrastructure to put it together,”
Deutsch said.
Each event is hosted by
Isaac Balbus, professor emeritus of Political Science at the
University of Illinois at Chicago,
who Deutsch said helped him find
qualified people to lead the dialogues, which include professors
from Northwestern University,
University of Chicago and UIC.
Deutsch said the first of these
events, held Oct. 29, covered
“Bernie Sanders and Black Lives
Matter: Class and Race in America”
and was a success.
He added that there is a lack
of in-depth conversations about
these issues in today’s landscape.
“Something like this can bring
people of differing perspectives
into a forum where it isn’t about
clickbait or valueless [information],” Deutsch said. “It’s about

going a little deeper and having
something a little more meaningful than what we find when we get
our news online or on talk shows.”
At a Nov. 19 event about the
Syrian crisis, Balbus echoed
Deutsch’s feelings about the series,
noting it seeks to jump start a very
specific type of conversation.
“One of our principle goals is to
reclaim conversation from screens
and tweets,” Balbus said. “We’re
also interested in a conversation
informed by the work of a scholar.”
Balbus added not everyone in
the audience may be an academic,
but part of his goal was to “strike
[a] balance” between inclusion of
differing opinions and cohesion
about the topic.
The introductory scholar for
this event was Lisa Wedeen, a
political science professor at U
of C.
In her introduction, Wedeen
asked, “How did a civilian uprising in Syria become militarized,
eventually leading to sectarian
proxy war of nightmarish proportions?” This became the central

discussion question, from which
attendees could pose possible solutions and state opinions.
When an attendee asked
whether there was hope for a
“rational, thoughtful plan” for the
Syrian violence and proxy war,
Wedeen reiterated the importance
of civilian intelligence and education on the topics being discussed
in the series and hope that these
types of events will contribute to
that end.
“This effort at a ‘literary public
sphere’ is important,” Wedeen said.
“Let’s put our heads together and

come up with a language and a way
of organizing politically.”
Wedeen added that some of the
goals established in these dialogues may be lofty, but they are
a positive step toward figuring
out how to deal with crises in an
educated and sophisticated way.
“What I want to do is be able to
think with you guys here about
things that may sound unrealistic ...but can push the parameters
of the possible for the future,”
Wedeen said.
fenyart@chroniclemail.com

Lisa Wedeen, a University of Chicago
professor of political science, led a
lively conversation on Nov. 19 about
the proxy war in Syria.
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Intuit brings outsider
art to the masses
color
palettes and strange portraits line
the walls of Intuit: The Center for
Intuitive and Outsider Art, 756 N.
Milwaukee Ave.
Intuit is the only nonprofit
organization in the United States
focused exclusively on the presentation of outsider art, a broad
classification that includes artists
who developed outside the influence of formal training.
“Most of these artists have had
challenges in their lives. They’re
poor, live in rural areas, are victims of abuse or have been diagnosed as schizophrenics,” said
Debra Kerr, executive director
at Intuit.
According to Kerr, outsider art,
originally called “Art Brut,” captures forms of expression that
FRENZIED COLLAGES, JARRING

are uninfluenced by competition,
social expectations or money.
“This art comes from a much
more pure place, uninfluenced by
the academy [or] the mainstream
of art,” she said.
Kerr added that outsider art has
a tremendous capacity to facilitate
personal healing, noting the work
produced—whether technically
proficient or not—serves as a
source of pride, solace and contentment for those who produce it.
Among Intuit’s permanent
collections is the Henry Darger
Room, which houses the life work
of Henry Darger, a Chicago native
who spent his childhood in the
Illinois Asylum for Feeble-Minded
Children. Throughout six decades,
he produced a massive body of
work that includes hundreds of
paintings, illustrations and collages, as well as a 15,145-page epic
text, entitled “The Story of the

Vivian Girls, in What is Known
as the Realms of the Unreal, of
the Glandeco-Angelinnian War
Storm, as caused by the Child
Slave Rebellion.”
Jeff Spitz, an associate professor in the Cinema Art + Science
Department, takes his students
to Intuit for his class “Chicago: My
Kind of Town,” which examines
the history of Chicago through
the arts.
“What I found at Intuit is my
students come face-to-face with
artists who were not trained but
who were inspired authentically
to create,” he said.
Intuit has been involved in various social outreach programs
involving local schools, libraries
and other museums to promote
outsider art and arts-integrated
education. Among these programs is IntuiTeens, which runs
every summer, according
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The New York Times
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SEE ART, PAGE 27

» jake miller

Intuit took possession of the contents
of Henry Darger’s living space in 2000,
which it has compiled in its Henry
Darger Room.
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Cohen said Carrara’s cultural
upbringing influenced his images
and can be observed in the exhibit.
“Alfonso lived through the redefinition of what his family told him
about their Italy,” Cohen said.
Cohen said viewing Carrara’s
photographs changed his own
view of what the term “homeland” means and broadened his
perspective on how the creation
of art is heavily influenced not by
one fixed viewpoint but several
external influences.
“What we see in the photographs

is Alfonso becoming someone new,”
Cohen said.
aparrella@chroniclemail.com

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

Gillion Carrara spoke at the exhibit
reception Nov. 12 in remembrance of
her husband, Alfonso.

SCARY, FROM PAGE 16

ART, FROM PAGE 26

it is unnecessary to be technically
adept to enjoy the process of creAbel said the idea of the books is to Joel Javier, education manager ating art.
scarier than the books themselves, at Intuit. The program gathers
“I used to work at Shedd
thus creating a myth about their 12 teenagers from Chicago pub- Aquarium, and I always loved that
fear. He said he has memories lic schools each summer and you didn’t need to know anything
attached to them that are shared immerses them in the Outsider about the animals to be attracted
among others from his generation. Art tradition.
to them and to find enjoyment in
“If I mention the ‘Scary Stories’
Other Intuit initiatives include them,” she said. “The beautiful
books, [my peers] immediately sculptural workshops with blind thing is that you don’t need to
understand it,” Abel said, adding seniors, arts education for the know anything about this art to
the series has broken down litera- developmentally disabled and a enjoy it either.”
ture barriers for children’s content. teacher fellowship program, which
Intuit celebrates its 25th anni“They were profoundly inspira- allows science and language arts versary next year. To learn more,
tional to a lot of kids’ lives,” he said. teachers to develop an arts-inte- visit www.Art.org.
grated curriculum, Javier said.
aparrella@chroniclemail.com
Kerr said Intuit emphasizes that
dmiller@chroniclemail.com
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Video: “Nicki Minaj
reads ‘Still I Rise’
by Maya Angelou”
Nicki Minaj paid tribute to Maya
Angelou at the Shining a Light
Concert, Nov. 18, in Los Angeles.
She eloquently read Angelou’s
1978 poem “Still I Rise,” dedicating it to the victims of the
Charleston church shooting.
Minaj was joined by Ed Sheeran,
Big Sean, John Legend, P!nk, Jill
Scott and other notable performers. This special night gave hope
for racial justice in America.

Blog:
“EatSleepDraw”
Want to get your artwork showcased on the web? Check out
“EatSleepDraw,” a virtually
curated art gallery that publishes
original submitted artwork about
once every hour each day. The
blog, created in 2007, has become
the largest user-submitted blog
on Tumblr. Submit your work and
network with other artists.
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niche podcasts
to listen to

reasons i
shouldn’t be
home alone

things my
friends have
learned about me

» frank enyart

» zoe¨ eitel

» ariel parrella-aureli

“99% Invisible”:

I talk to inanimate objects:

Squealing:

Host Roman Mars uses his silkysmooth voice to discuss the “99 percent invisible activity that shapes our
world.” My favorite episodes include
“Rajneeshpuram,” about a Utopian society in Oregon, and one about vexillology, the study of flags.

The other night I was searching through
my fridge for leftovers, and I couldn’t
find them among all the things that are
way too old to be eaten. The next logical
step in my mind was to ask the fridge out
loud, “Where is my single pancake?”

Everyone knows I am a loud and squealy
person, and if I am excited or happy,
you’re going to hear about it. I’ve tried
to be “more chill” as one friend said,
but then someone shows me a picture
of a dog, and the squealing is back. This
proves the phrase, “We are all children
inside an adult body.”
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“The Liturgists”:
Aimed at a niche audience, The Liturgists podcast deals with contemporary
issues like LGBT rights and the evolution debate through the lenses of faith,
science and art.
“The Bill Simmons Podcast”:
Sports fans will recognize Bill Simmons
for his edgy writing for the now-defunct
“Grantland.” His podcasts are hilarious
commentaries on sports and pop culture and his weekly rundown of NFL
gambling lines are becoming addictive.
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I make embarrassing posts online:
Apparently, being home alone drives me
to ask Facebook if there is a service that
delivers deviled eggs. The worst instance
was when I posted on Tumblr about my
feet being sweaty after sitting under a
blanket for a couple hours.
Watching BuzzFeed videos alone is
much more sad than funny:
When you’re two hours deep in BuzzFeed at 1 a.m., videos about doing things
with your friends don’t make you laugh
as much. At least their video of a laundry
basket full of corgis will cheer me up.

“Dear Hank and John”:

I sit in the dark:

The Green brothers behind Vlogbrothers have reached into podcast land to
offer “dubious advice and the latest
news on AFC, Wimbledon and Mars.”
Longtime Nerdfighters will enjoy the
banter and heartfelt conversation.

When my roommates aren’t home, I read
or go on Tumblr and sit on the couch. It’s
not really my fault the sun decides to go
down, and I don’t feel like getting up to
turn the lights on. It’s also nice because
you can’t see the gross leftovers from five
nights ago.

“Grammar Girl’s Quick and Dirty Tips
for Better Writing”:

I miss my roommates:

My newest subscription is Mignon
Fogarty’s podcast about those grammar
and writing questions we all have, but
no one wants to ask. Recent episodes
have dealt with whether it’s “she said”
or “said she,” “dialog” versus “dialogue”
and what an interrobang is.

With all of us working and going to
school, it’s not often that we are all home.
It ends up being around 10 p.m. when
we have time to spend together. We try
to watch TV or a movie when we are all
home. Lately my roommate has been trying to get me to like Christmas movies.
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“A hug a day keeps the doctor away”:
Or three. Even though I see my friends
at least five days a week, I still need to
spread the love by doling out my daily
hugs. Some receive up to five hugs a day,
and on a good day, there’s no limit.
I talk to myself... a lot:
Being as expressive as I am, I talk to
myself a lot and mutter words in different languages. My coworkers will think
I am talking to them and try to butt in.
Especially if I am editing a story, words
that don’t make sense can burst from my
mouth—sometimes without my realizing
it. People who know me well can attest to
this, and I think it runs in my family.
I love food (and cooking):
I am usually always hungry and accept
free food with open arms. I always bring
something homemade with me to campus so I don’t need to go out for food all
the time. It definitely takes more time,
but it’s easier on my wallet!
Don’t crack those knuckles:
For reasons unexplained even to me,
when people crack their knuckles it
sends a chill up my spine and I cringe. I
can’t take it, so don’t do it!

reviews
app

“evernote food
2.0”

screen

“master of
none”
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scale

music

random

“latke recipe”
the maccabeats

chicago transit
authority

» chris shuttlesworth

» brendan church

MARKETING CONSULTANT

OPINIONS EDTIOR

» abby seitz

» alex aghayere

For food-lovers like me, “Evernote Food
2.0” is a must have. Available for iPhone or iPad, the app allows you to type
in your favorite food and receive a list
of places to find it. It also features recipes that show how to make your favorite dish if you’re not in the mood to go
out. This means you can use Evernote
Food 2.0 as a resource whenever you
are hungry.

Netflix’s new original series, “Master
of None,” follows aspiring actor, Dev
(Aziz Ansari), through a hilarious sequence of events in which he faces real-life issues including racism, sexism
and dating in modern New York City.
This perfectly executed series is hilarious while addressing serious societal
issues with a perfect mixture of class
and humor.

This a capella parody of Walk The
Moon’s “Shut Up And Dance” is a
game-changer. In the music video, originally posted to YouTube, an ensemble
of cute Jewish boys dance and sing the
recipe to make the traditional snack
enjoyed by Jews during the Festival
of Lights. Jews everywhere can finally
stop blasting “I Have A Little Dreidel”
to get into the holiday spirit.

I hate to be that guy, but the CTA bus
has been the fattest let-down recently, and I’m really not feeling the love.
The last time I waited for the bus, it
rolled right by me. Some of these drivers are way too casual for my liking; I
don’t pay my fare to watch you chat
with homeless people, or anybody for
that matter; just take me north like
we planned!
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app

“crazy racing
2015”

screen

“hunger games:
mockingjay,
part 2”

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

random

music

“when we were
young” by adele

atom

» jessica scott

» annie johnson

» abby seitz

» colin king

If you are like me, then you love to play
car-racing games. Android has a new
free app, “Crazy Racing 2015,” and it’s
awesome. You get to pick which expensive car you want to race in through
snowy mountains or rugged terrain.
Why pay money at the arcade when
you can race the fanciest, fastest cars
for free? The app is a must-have if you
love to move fast and look good racing
through life.

The uprising film “The Hunger Games:
MockingJay, Part 2” topped the box
office its opening weekend with more
than $101 million in estimated U.S. revenues. This film conquered the themes
of love, war and the root of survival.
“The Hunger Games: MockingJay, Part
2” gives the audience an open ending of
what will happen next. This is the perfect movie to see with friends and family during the holiday season.

I am not a big Adele fan, but I decided to
give her new music a shot. Her latest release sounds more melodramatic than
ever before. Her nostalgic lyrics and
melancholic voice make me feel like I
am listening to a grown-up Taylor Swift
whose vocal range is too complex for me
to sing along with. While Adele is a talented singer, “When We Were Young”
doesn’t stand out from any of her other
depressing ballads.

Atom is one of the few text editors
that I feel comfortable in. Made by
GitHub and released in 2014, it shows
a great deal of potential for being manipulated and personalized. Atom
markets itself as a “hackable text editor,” which just means open source,
allowing for a library of packages
generated by users that anyone can
download to improve work flow and
tune the program to their preference.

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

MARKETING CONSULTANT

OPINIONS EDITOR

SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER

NOVEMBER 30, 2015 THE CHRONICLE 29

OPINIONS
editorial

Electives should
facilitate collaboration

C

olumbia stands out among
other colleges and universities
because of its unique curriculum in which students are encouraged
to begin taking major classes during
their first semester. The approach
typically attracts students who are set
on a certain career path and want to be
immersed in their major from day one.
Columbia students are promised they
will graduate with a developed portfolio
and are encouraged to find their “creative
posse” from the moment they step on
campus. Fostering collaboration in the
classroom is one of the most simple and

effective ways to ensure that happens.
One’s “creative posse” should extend
beyond a student’s major, though. The
college should seek to complement its
creative curriculum with an immersive
experience that can only be offered
through electives that require working on cross-departmental projects.
Creating or even requiring electives that
facilitate project-based learning will
create a sense of community and prepare
students for the collaborative environment typically found in workplaces.
The college’s Strategic Plan is cognizant
of the value of project-based learning and
editorial

More crisis counseling
needed in Chicago schools

T

raumatic events like divorce or the
death of a relative can disrupt a
child’s behavior, schoolwork and
attention span, according to the National Child Traumatic Stress Network.
Research also suggests trauma is particularly prevalent among students living
on Chicago’s South and West sides, which
are plagued by gun and gang violence.
A 2007 study by Dexter Voisin, an associate professor at the University of Chicago,
surveyed 600 black high school students
in Chicago. Nearly half had witnessed a
gang-related injury or death, and nearly
a quarter had been a victim of robbery or
mugging, according to the study. The study
also revealed black youth in Chicago are
up to 10 times more likely to experience
violence in their community. These statistics mirror a larger study done in 1990 by
the Chicago Community Health Council.

Of the 1,000 middle and high school students from the South Side surveyed, 39
percent had witnessed a shooting and
35 percent had witnessed a stabbing.
Chicago Public Schools’ crisis team,
comprised of a Crisis Manager and four
crisis counselors assigned to serve its
nearly 397,000 students, according to
Ciara Mentzer, a communications strategist at CPS. Considering the alarming
regularity of violence on the city’s South
and West sides, this ratio is beyond
disproportionate—it’s irresponsible.
Los Angeles’ public school system
employs about 150 professionals designated to support students through crises,
including nurses, social workers and counselors, according to a Nov. 6 Al Jazeera article titled, “Soaring Violence Scars Minds
of Chicago Kids, but Help Stretched Thin.”
Each school has a School Crisis Team,
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has promised to implement it. Creating
magazine. To ensure both design and
“credit-bearing, interdisciplinary, projjournalism students receive credit to
ect-based collaborative learning opportusatisfy their programs’s requirements, the
nities” is one of the new objectives outlined. course is cross-listed for both majors.
All proposals for these new interdisciplinSome faculty and staff members also
ary courses will be finished by May 2016,
work with other professors to join students
according to the plan. Facilitating collabfor assignments and projects in indepenoration across majors will equip students
dent courses. About 300 students enrolled
with new skills while still providing them
in theatre courses “Acting II: Advanced
with a course sequence related to their
Scene Study” and “Acting II: Character
career goals. It is commendable that the
and Ensemble” are working with cinadministration has prioritized instituting
ema art + science students enrolled in
project-based learning. The administra“Directing I” and “Directing II” courses
tion also seeks to create opportunities for
in an interdisciplinary project facilitated
collaboration among students through the
by professors Brian Shaw, Wendi Weber
new student center, according to a Nov.
and Tom Fraterrigo, according to Shaw.
10 email sent to students by the college.
Creative writing students enrolled in
The college currently offers sevthe “Writing for Children” course collaberal project-based courses, including
orate with Art + Design students taking
“Collaborative Seminar,” which joins
the “Children’s Book Illustration” course
design students and directing stuto draft a spread for a children’s book.
dents together to develop a theatrical,
Projects like these could be instituted
operatic or musical piece, according
as a norm on campus. To provide stuto the course catalog. In the “College
dents with meaningful elective options,
Magazine Workshop” course, students
the college should continue to explore
from multiple majors work together
project-based courses that offer stuto produce Echo, the college’s annual
dents a well-rounded arts education.
including administrators, teachers and
staff, according to a 2012 CPS Crisis
Management Manual. CPS’ crisis
management team works with the
school’s team to create a plan to handle
the situation after the CPS team leaves
the school, according to Mentzer.
However, CPS’ support services for
students are limited beyond the crisis
team. CPS employs approximately 750
school counselors, according to Mentzer.
Only one counselor is assigned to each
elementary school, according to a 2012
report by the Chicago Teachers Union. The
American School Counselors Association
recommends a ratio of one counselor for
every 250 students, according to the report.
If CPS were to follow this recommendation,
the school system would need to employ
about 1,600 counselors, according to the
report. Similarly, only 285 school social
workers are employed by CPS, according to
Mentzer. ASCA recommendations call for
1,023 social workers to serve all CPS students adequately, according to the report.
Bringing in additional counselors, social
workers and psychologists in the midst of
the CPS budget crisis may be unrealistic,

but the need for more counseling remains.
Providing additional and long-term counseling resources could help students cope
with the emotional and mental scarring
that affects youth long after a traumatic
event ends. Students exposed to violence
and crime are more susceptible to depression, substance abuse, homelessness and
poor performance in school, according
to a 2002 study by the National Center
for Victims of Crime. Experiencing
traumatic events during childhood and
adolescence also makes one more likely
to commit violent crimes later in life,
according to the study. While providing
crisis counseling for students may not end
the West and South sides’ violence, the
additional support could help students
stay on track and focus on personal goals.
Traumatic events have the potential
to impact every aspect of children’s
lives, such as their communities, their
sleeping patterns, their schoolwork and
their futures. Until CPS’ budget deficit
is solved and the possibility of additional hires can be explored, CPS has a
responsibility to ensure students can
receive the daily support they deserve.

Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page
2, you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us
hear from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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DOJ study reiterates need
for law enforcement reform

S

ince the shooting deaths of Trayvon Martin in 2012 and Michael
Brown in 2014, excessive force,
police brutality and race relations have
evolved from a national conversation
to a political platform issue. In the first
Democratic debate on Oct. 13, Drake
University law student Sterling Arthur
Wilkins asked candidates, “Do ‘black
lives matter’ or do ‘all lives matter?’”
Regardless of how one views the Black
Lives Matter movement, statistics prove
racial inequality is a persistent issue
within the criminal justice system.
A Department of Justice study, released
Nov. 14, reveals the racial disparities
in experiences with police, showing
black Americans are 2.5 times more
likely than white Americans and 1.7
times more likely than HispanicAmericans to experience nonfatal
force or the threat of force from police
officers during face-to-face contact.
The extensive study, conducted from
2002–2011, surveyed 43.9 million U.S.
residents who had at least one direct
encounter with police officers. 1.6 percent

of respondents experienced the threat
of use or the use of nonfatal force by
police, according to the study. Of those
who experienced the use of force, nearly
75 percent of respondents described
the officer’s force as “excessive.”
In the study, nonfatal force was
defined as shouting, cursing, pushing,
hitting, kicking, pointing a gun or using
pepper spray or electroshock weapons. A total of 87 percent of those who
experienced force did not believe the
officer behaved properly, and 90 percent
of respondents who did not experience
nonfatal force or the threat of force
believed officers behaved properly.
While critics attack the Black Lives
Matter movement for focusing on the
experience of black Americans to the
exclusion of other groups, it is difficult
to argue with the results of a long-term
government study that supports the
claims of unfair, unequal treatment.
The force exerted by police in a
specific incident can be analyzed and
disputed, but the Department of Justice
study is a compilation of nearly a decade

P
commentary

Sex work
not safe for
college students
» selena cotte
COPY EDITOR

osts on Craigslist’s talent section
often leave little to the imagination,
offering quick and easy work for
young women with a big cash payout. One
ad looking for porn actresses even goes so
far as to offer women a bonus if they can
provide a valid college ID, indicating the
demand for young women in porn is high.
College students, who often struggle
to balance classes and work while maintaining their sanity, are the No. 1 targets
of the sex industry. SeekingArrangement,
a match-making site dedicated to pairing older, affluent people—usually men
called “sugar daddies”—with young
women and men, even has a special
designation on its website for college
students, offering free premium accounts
if they can prove they are students.
Sex work has become a less stigmatized
and more viable path in recent years, and
I in no way disagree with the sex-positivity movement. However, I condemn
the sex industry’s targeting of unaware
and vulnerable people to profit off of their
bodies and then toss them aside. The sex

of real-life experiences of Americans
of all races. Data was compiled before
Trayvon Martin or Michael Brown
were shot. The statistics from this
study also reveal that experiences of
excessive force, while more prevalent,
are not limited to black Americans.
Criticism of law enforcement officers
should not be instantly discredited
by those who consider themselves
“pro-police.” Acknowledging that black
Americans experience nonfatal force
at a disproportionate rate to white and
Hispanic-Americans is not calling for
anarchy or the elimination of police
forces, but it does call for reform. The
DOJ’s study reveals that Americans of
all backgrounds perceive the nonfatal
force used by police as excessive. These

are often tossed aside. When the issue
arose in the first GOP debate on Aug. 6,
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker emphasized
training for law enforcement officers
throughout their career, especially in
the use of force. However, no amount
of training can combat psychological
issues or prejudice among police officers.
Candidates proposed alternate solutions in the Nov. 13 Democratic debate.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (D-VT) pledged to
“combat institutional racism from the
top to bottom” through major reforms
to prove his support of the Black Lives
Matter movement. Former Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton suggested the
possibility of body cameras on officers
and acknowledged that mass incarceration should also be addressed.

The force exerted by police in a specific incident
can be analyzed and disputed, but the Department
of Justice study is a compilation of nearly a decade
of real-life experiences of Americans of all races.
statistics should make it clear to critics that the criminal justice system
is flawed, and reform is necessary to
ensure all citizens feel safe and equal.
Racial issues, particularly those raised
by the Black Lives Matter movement,
have been more central to Democratic
debates than Republican debates, in
which arguments for police reform

Political affiliations aside, repairing the
relationship between law enforcement
and the American public is crucial to
continue working toward a more just
society. The various propositions to
combating the alarmingly disproportionate statistics revealed by the DOJ
should be explored by legislators to
ensure America addresses this crisis.

industry promises lucrative payments
that hardly ever work out, with average
careers spanning 6–18 months, according to adult film star Kayden Kross in a
2013 interview with LiveScience.com.
The 2015 documentary “Hot Girls
Wanted” examines young, “girl-nextdoor” porn actresses who were lured into
the industry by ads like the ones I have
mentioned, following their ascent into
porn stardom. This rarely happens, and
it is even seen that most of the money
made from acting must be put back into
the industry to pay for new lingerie and
frequent STD tests. Every girl interviewed
said their families found out about their
sex work, and one “pimp” admitted there
was no way for someone to work in porn
without people in their lives finding out.
Money is the main reason college students turn to sex work, and rarely does one
ever make enough to justify the other negative factors associated with working in
the industry. Even strippers must pay a fee
to dance at certain clubs and sometimes
do not make enough to cover that cost.

There are other obvious dangers one
must consider before going into sex work.
A Nov. 6 article by Lea Grover on the
Cosmopolitan website titled “The Worst
Thing About Being a Phone Sex Operator”
shares Grover’s story of working in phone
sex during college and being emotionally
drained from the job. She claims it was
fun at first, but the clients never saw her as
a real person, which ultimately led to her
quitting the job. A 2011 Huffington Post
article by Amanda Fairbanks interviews
women with sugar daddies, most of whom
live in guilt because of their arrangements,
and some of whom live in fear of what
would happen if they met a man who
hurt them for not fulfilling their duties.
Sex work is a legitimate job choice
for those who have fully considered
both the consequences and benefits.
However, if it is seen as just a way to
make quick and easy money, stay away
from the industry and get a more stable
job before you do something you regret.
scotte@chroniclemail.com
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Response to coverage of the
cancellation of Story Week

A

s a second year Fiction
MFA Candidate within the
Department of Creative Writing
with a bachelor’s degree in print journalism, I am concerned by the lack of research
that went into your Front Page article.
The journalists exerted little effort in
looking for various sources to give at least
the appearance of a well-rounded article.
The bulk of the article is substantiated
only by Randy Albers. Last year’s Story
Week attendance is estimated at 2,500
people, but the data source isn’t cited nor
is an explanation on how data was accumulated. It also doesn’t provide an amount
for this year’s “reduced funds” that Albers
turned down as insufficient or give a
percentage/breakdown of how much of
the previous years’ funds came from the
department and from grants or donations.
The article also does a poor job in quoting significant sources. While the article
does say that Tony Trigilio and Cara
Birch both declined comment, readers
are left to assume the journalists didn’t
attempt to reach out to anyone besides
Eric May, who worked closely with Story
Week, for opinions on the matter.
Also, because this decision is one that
should impact students more than faculty, I am shocked at there being only one
current student voice in this piece. The

alumni voices were okay but readers also
must read their comments with more than
a grain of salty skepticism—both alumni
mentioned graduated over 20 years ago
in 1993. Both are also biased since they
are affiliated with/paid by Story Week.
I understand that such a request may
have required more time in compiling
than your deadline would have allowed.
Whenever that is the case, though, I was
taught that ethically you go for a different
story. This would have allowed you more
time to dig deeper and do a larger scaled
examination of the why and its impact.
When you dug deeper, you would have
discovered there are a lot of points that
Albers and May made that could have
been refuted, like staff members being
cut and the few remaining people unable
to shoulder the burden of Story Week.
While it may be true, this point
could have been countered in a
more thorough article with a statement from last year’s Fiction Event
Coordinator (that would be me).
I was allotted through federal workstudy 20 hours per week (a semester
total of $2,500) to assist in planning and
coordinating fiction events, Story Week
included, for the department. By the end
of my first semester, I had only worked
enough to earn $186. I was given little to

do and thank Patty McNair for pulling
me to help set-up for Writers at Lunch
or else I would have made no money.
I would have also mentioned my
attempts to assist in Story Week.
Eventually, I was informed that the
college preferred to utilize an outside
contractor to manage Story Week instead
of allowing the graduate event coordinators within the department to assist.
The article touched on the Creative
Writing Series launched this fall, where
May is attributed to saying it doesn’t
match the “‘width and breadth’ of opportunities” Story Week provided. This
is true in that it doesn’t allow people
to connect and engage with the city as
much since all of its events are held on
campus. But other than that, the same
opportunities are still presented.
The article disappoints again when it
doesn’t offer any explanation on how this
came to be—students had to push for it.
It also didn’t give opinions from students
who’ve engaged with this year’s reading
series. Unlike in years before, graduate
students are given the opportunity to
read along with the visiting author.
Undergraduate and graduate students
receive the opportunity to participate in a
Q&A session with the author either before
the reading or immediately following.
Your article is glaringly missing the
lack of transparency about the allocation
of resources within not just the department, but the campus as a whole. One
example being my first-semester workstudy experience where I wasn’t given
work—when there was apparently work

editorial cartoon

to be done. The department has at least
10 students working with it through fellowships, assistantships and work-study,
yet doesn’t use us all to our potential.
I wish Story Week could exist in tandem
with this new Reading Series. They both
have their appeal and their purposes.
Story Week is a great marketing tool for
many high school students and definitely
a great look for the school. But, above all
else, it should seek to meet the needs of
undergraduate and graduate students.
Your article raised more questions
than it answered such has: 1. How much
were we paying the artistic directors and
outside contractors in their organizing
of Story Week? 2. What all were we getting with the money we spent? 3. How
much money came from where? 4. Could
fundraising have salvaged Story Week?
5. What do current students think of the
reading series? 6. Why is Columbia’s
model “Live What You Love” when the
university opts instead to hire others to
do it for us? 7. Since I know first-hand
professional development wasn’t one
of them, what specific opportunities
were students given during Story Week
besides the chance to ask questions? 8.
Since Albers declined the funds originally allocated for Story Week 2016,
where is that money going?
I sincerely wished your article provided a greater scope in the matter.
Going forward, please know that it is
sometimes OK to sit on complex stories until you’ve dug a bit deeper.
Courtney Zellars

editor’s note
The Chronicle staff believes “R.I.P. Story
Week” was justifiably reported as a breaking
news story. Despite not having access to all of
the information or all of the sources we would
have liked to include, the story ran to ensure that
valuable information would be passed on to the
campus that might have otherwise been missed
since the college has yet to officially acknowledge
the demise of Story Week.
The Chronicle intends to follow-up on the
story and include additional information, but
we make no apologies for the piece we were able
to report on deadline with limited information
made accessible to us.
Want to share your thoughts? For more information on how to submit a Letter to the Editor,
see the note at the bottom of Page 2.
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Protesters take to streets after video release of teen’s death » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
»G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

» EVAN BELL/CHRONICLE

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

» lou foglia

SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR
SEVERAL HUNDRED PROTESTERS took to the streets Nov. 24 follow-

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

ing the release of a disturbing video showing a white Chicago
police officer fatally shooting black 17-year-old Laquan McDonald in 2014.
Demonstrators, some of them members of the activist organization Black Youth Project 100, marched through traffic shouting “16 shots,” referencing the number of times Chicago Police
Officer Jason Van Dyke shot McDonald, according to the Cook
County Medical Examiner’s Office.
The protest shut down several major intersections, including
Roosevelt Road and Michigan Avenue. The crowds also stopped
traffic along a portion of Interstate 290.
In total, police arrested five demonstrators, according to a Nov.
25 report by the Chicago Tribune.
“We want the de-militarization of the police. We want them
out of our neighborhoods,” the crowd said in unison. “We want
the police to stop killing our people—now.”
Mayor Rahm Emanuel called on the city to respond peacefully
to the video’s release during a Nov. 24 press conference with
Chicago Police Department Superintendent Garry McCarthy at
CPD headquarters.
“I understand people will be upset and will want to protest
when they see this video,” Emanuel said. “We as a city must rise
to this moment.”
Within an hour of the video’s release, crowds gathered at 71
W. Maxwell St. before marching east toward Michigan Avenue.
The protest lasted more than eight hours, continuing well into
the night. More protests are expected to follow as of press time.
lfoglia@chroniclemail.com
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The Marina City towers were
designed by Chicago architect
Bertrand Goldberg to entice
people to live downtown.

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

Marina City Corncobs
nearly a landmark
» mckayla braid
METRO REPORTER

Chicago
Landmarks recommended on
Nov. 5 that the City Council grant
Marina City landmark status.
Onur Ozturk, a lecturer in the Art
THE COMMISSION ON

& Art History Department, said the
Marina City towers, also known
as “the Corncobs” were designed
by the late Bertrand Goldberg,
a Chicago-based architect. He
said the towers were constructed
during the ‘60s to entice people who
worked in the city but lived in the

suburbs to move downtown. Ozturk
said the towers have become two of
the most photographed buildings
in Chicago.
“The purpose of the proposed
designation is to recognize and
preserve the historic significance
and importance of the Marina City
complex to the City of Chicago, as
well as to qualify it for historic
rehabilitation incentives,” Peter
Strazzabosco, spokesman for the
Landmarks Commission, said in
a Nov. 13 email.
Strazzabosco said the next step
in achieving landmark status is
approval by the City Council. He
said the recommendation will
be given to the City Council’s
Committee on Zoning, Landmarks
and Building Standards, which will
hold a public hearing and vote on
whether the full City Council will
vote at a later time.
“Marina City is an icon of Chicago
urban planning, an exemplary
[model] of Expressionist architecture and represents Goldberg’s
unique architectural perspective
as one of Chicago’s most notable
architects,” Strazzabosco said.

Boutique Chicago Accommodations at

Ideally located in
the heart of historic
Printer’s Row sits
Hotel Blake, a
boutique Chicago
Hotel. Whether you
visit Chicago for
business or pleasure,
Hotel Blake offers
upscale Chicago
Accommodations
along with
impeccable service.
Contact us at:
877-424-6423
Columbia College Chicago friends
and family use code LCOLUM for
special discounts and offers.
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Strazzabosco said the City
Council’s decision could come after
the end of the year.
The landmark designation
process began July 9, and if the
towers were to become landmarks,
provisions under Chicago’s rehabilitation code would allow for
more flexibility with the building
code, meaning that significant
features on the buildings would
be preserved, according to the City
of Chicago website.
The City of Chicago Commission
recommendation states that
Marina City has a number of historical and architectural features
that make it a landmark, including
the rooflines, the exterior of the
bridge level, the marina level that
can be seen from the Chicago River
and the driveways and plaza areas
between the buildings.
Ozturk said the towers gaining
landmark status would prevent
their significant features from
being easily altered.
Ozturk added that the towers
being made of concrete makes
them less expensive to build but
look more like a sculpture.

“I think that’s one of the reasons
why people find them attractive,”
Ozturk said.
He said the structure was experimental because it was one of the
first to combine residential and
commercial spaces in one structure. He added that parking was
also constructed at the bottom
of the towers, granting residents
better city views.
Ozturk said many people were
confused when they discovered
Marina City did not already have
landmark status.
“You cannot imagine the
[Chicago] Riverwalk without these
buildings,” Ozturk said.
Ozturk said he thinks the towers
will become landmarks because
there is no major opposition.
“I believe they [the City Council]
will actually give it landmark status, but even if they do not, I think
there is a common consensus in
our city that this building already
has a landmark status in the
hearts and minds of Chicagoans,”
Ozturk said.
mbraid@chroniclemail.com
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767 S. State St.
Chicago, IL 60605
312-583-9100

Free Fries and Drink when you spend

$6.66

Promotion expires Dec. 30, 2015

Hand Cut Fries and Rings
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North Branch Trail expansion
flows into city limits
» dominique jackson
METRO REPORTER

Preserve District will have to add
traffic lights at the crossing, which
could affect traffic flow. He said this
could have been avoided if the district had considered feedback from
people who know the community
best and requested the crossing to
be east of Central Avenue.
“The Forest Preserve is difficult
to work with because [officials]
were generally [unresponsive] to
concerns about where the crossing should occur,” Charlier said.
“The ECA [believes] the Forest
Preserve did not follow a democratic process regarding the
concerns raised by the local community about where the crossing
should be.”
Lukidis said the Forest Preserve
held several community meetings
throughout the planning process.
Lukidis said phase one of the
expansion will cost more than $5
million. Ultimately, the extension

:

Trail,which
contains about 18 miles of paved
trail, will soon be extended by 2
miles, according to Lambrini
Lukidis, director of Communications for the Forest Preserve
District of Cook County.
The trail currently begins in
Edgebrook and extends to the
Botanic Gardens in Glencoe,
Lukidis said.
Phase one of construction of the
new addition is set to begin Nov.
30. It will extend south from
Devon and Caldwell avenues to
Forest Glen Woods, according to
Lukidis.
“It’s linking more Chicagoans to
the North Branch bike trail system
and it’s providing additional access
to people and giving them more
options for recreation,” Lukidis said.
THE NORTH BRANCH

“It’s nice to de-stress from
daily life and take a [bike] ride
completely immersed in nature,
and most people don’t think about
that when they think of Chicago,
but there are quite a few beautiful
natural areas that can be enjoyed,”
Lukidis said.
Jac Charlier, vice president
of the Edgebrook Community
Association, said he supports the
new trail extension but thinks
the Forest Preserve District did
not adequately consider all of the
ongoing community’s feedback.
Charlier said residents of
Edgebrook know the neighborhood
and that their suggestions should
be valued.
According to Charlier, the plan
will create a bike crossing at
Central Avenue, where there are
currently no stoplights or signs
for about a mile.
Charlier added that the Forest

» ZOE HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

will extend an other mile to
Foster and Kostner Avenues near
Gompers Park.
She said 80 percent of the funding to extend the trail will come
from federal resources and 20 percent of the cost will be paid for by
the Forest Preserve District.
The Forest Preserve owns more
than 300 miles of trail in Cook
County, but until this extension,
only a few of those miles were
within city limits, said Lukidis.
“It’s a good thing because it gives

people the opportunity to enjoy
nature, be healthy and get that
feeling that sometimes cities don’t
offer,” said Samantha Strandberg,
a freshman fashion studies major.
Charlier said he is excited to bike
on the trail, and looks forward to
the new expansion.
“We are excited to be part of
something that connects and
builds community with different
neighborhoods,” Charlier said.
djackson@chroniclemail.com

Try some of our
popular dishes!

SOUPS
STARTING AT $5.50
- Garden Citrus Soup
- Brown Rice Chicken Soup
- Thai Seafood Soup
- Spicy Beef Soup

ENTREES

WE DELIVER! EAT HEALTHY, STUDY WELL
614 S. Wabash (Across from Quincy Wong Center)
Open Monday-Sunday: 11am-11pm
Tel: 312-379-0970
Students receive
www.tamarindsushi.com

10% OFF

ALSO TRY OUR SISTER RESTAURANT, VORA AT 1028 N. CLARK ST.
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STARTING AT $9
- Kung Bao
- General Tso
- Szechwan Style
- Red or Green Curry

SUSHI
Spicy Tuna - $5
California - $5
Caterpillar - $11
Dragon - $15
Godzilla - $15
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Locals urge for more public
housing on city’s North Side
» gretchen sterba
METRO REPORTER

LOW-INCOME RESIDENTS AND families throughout Illinois are struggling to find affordable housing
because of increasingly long
waiting lists and cuts to existing
public housing units.
A November 2015 report by
Housing Action Illinois and
Heartland Alliance showed 72
percent of waiting lists for subsidized housing vouchers in Illinois
are closed to new names because
of the sizable increase in people
seeking public housing on Chicago’s
North Side.
Housing Action Illinois and
Heartland Alliance surveyed
housing authorities and found a
shortage of affordable housing for
renters in households with the lowest incomes throughout the state,

said Bob Palmer, policy director for
Housing Action Illinois.
“Programs like the housing
choice voucher program or the
public housing programs that provide actual units are crucial, and
it’s horrible to lose them,” Palmer
said. “We need to preserve them,
which is why we support efforts
such as those being advocated for
the Lathrop Homes and others to
preserve as much affordable housing at the development.”
In September 2015, developers
backed by the Chicago Housing
Authority applied to the City
Council to convert the Lathrop
Homes to mixed-income housing.
The plan would eliminate 525 of the
current 925 public housing units
and only 200 would be for low-income households.
Palmer said the solution to the
public housing shortage is for the

federal budget to restore some
housing choice vouchers that have
been lost in the last couple years as
a result of budget cuts.
The report also recommends
restoring the 67,000 vouchers
nationally that were lost in 2013
due to mandatory budget cuts by
officials in the State of Illinois.
Residents gathered Nov. 9 in
an interfaith call to action at the
James R. Thompson Center, 100
W. Randolph St., to protest the
CHA’s plan, supported by Mayor
Rahm Emanuel, to redevelop
the Lathrop Homes. Protesters
chanted, “Whose side are you on,
Rahm? Whose side are you on?”
Charles Hogren, who has lived
across the street from the Lathrop
Homes for 42 years, said he values
the private community built after
the Great Depression, but the CHA
has gradually moved people out. He
also said he blames Emanuel for
disregarding the homes and their
low-income residents for so long.
“It’s become a ghost town,”
Hogren said. “It’s a shame that it’s
being put out in order to allow rich

people to take over these beautiful
homes for low-income people.”
Rachel Goodstein, a Chicago
resident who has advocated for the
Lathrop Homes since 1992, said
she thinks eliminating subsidized
units, like the Lathrop Homes, is
a land grab. She said because the
land is on the river, it is probably one
of the only clean areas in Chicago.
“The Lathrop Homes is public
housing that works,” Goodstein
said. “Emanuel should get this
going the way it should be done.”

Daniel Ronan, manager of Public
Engagement at the National Public
Housing Museum in Chicago, tentatively set to open by 2017, said
public housing on the North Side
has many “scattered sites.”
“[The museum] believes public housing is important to all
Chicagoans because as a society we
double down in protecting homes
for as many people as possible,”
Ronan said.
gsterba@chroniclemail.com
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The Lathrop Homes located between Bucktown and Roscoe Village
has been around since 1937 but is now slated for redevelopment.
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eat free food at The Columbia
Chronicle’s housing fair.
CONAWAY CENTER
1104 S. Michigan
11 a.m. — 4 p.m.
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METRO
moved to Texas, but we’re a big
Chicago family.

Maureen Feck
occupation: Event coordinator and volunteer
neighborhood: Schaumburg

» Courtesy Maureen Feck

Network to help other families
affected by the disease. Feck, who
works as the director of events
and meetings for True Value
Hardware, joined the Network’s
Chicago metro affiliate as an
event coordinator in 2008 and
now serves as the volunteer
affiliate chair. The Chronicle
spoke with Feck about the
disease and how the network
is helping both patients and
their families.
» jordan watkins
METRO REPORTER

A

fter losing her father to
pancreatic cancer in 2007,
Maureen Feck joined
the Pancreatic Cancer Action

THE CHRONICLE: Have
you always lived in the
Chicago area?
MAUREEN FECK: I originally
grew up in Franklin Park as
the youngest of four. Two of my
brothers are still here, [and] one

patients and creating hope. It
has a great patient services
program called Patient Central.
Why did you join the Pancreatic It’s great as a volunteer to be able
Cancer Action Network?
to not only be involved in
I’ve been involved with the organi- events raising funds, but—as
zation since April 2007 when my you meet people impacted
father, who was 67 years old, was by this disease—to be able to
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. direct them to a resource. It
It was stage four. Unfortunately, has created such a community.
he passed away just three weeks We’ve all been touched by this
after he was diagnosed. It was a disease in one way or another,
very quick and devastating impact so we are all working together
to our family. We didn’t have a lot of toward progress.
opportunity at the time to find any
organizations or reach out [for help]. Why did you join the group?
So it was after he passed away that For the opportunity to create hope.
I did a little more research and was So many of the patients and family
able to find the Pancreatic Cancer members who reach out to us are at
Action Network and get the scope a bad place [because] it’s such a difof what they do in communities ficult disease. It’s really [important]
around the country. At that point, to create an opportunity for them to
they were looking for an event feel like they’re having an impact.
coordinator to lead PurpleStride It’s incredibly rewarding to feel like
Chicago, which is a 5K run [held] the people facing the disease can
every year. It was a perfect fit.
get a sense of hope.
What kind of work does the
organization do?
The organization is really focused
on funding research, supporting

What do you wish people knew
about pancreatic cancer?
Pancreatic cancer is one of the
deadliest cancers. It is projected

to move from the fourth- to the
second-leading cause of cancerous death by 2020; it’s an absolutely devastating disease. I don’t
think people—unless they’ve been
touched by it—truly realize the
impact. People just don’t realize
how bleak the statistic is.
What needs to be done to
improve the survival rate?
We definitely need the funding [for
research] and for the government
to continue to make this a priority.
Research will lead to clinical trials and progress toward drugs to
treat this disease. No early detection exists right now. Typically,
patients are diagnosed at stage
three or stage four, and that’s why
the statistics are what they are.
How do you spend your free
time?
I travel quite a bit and hang out
with my husband. Spending time
with family and friends is what
I do most when I’m not working
or volunteering.
jwatkins@chroniclemail.com
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