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The tiny plastic beads found in 
exfoliating cleansers may un-
clog pores, but environmental 
researchers claim they also clog 
waterways, harm marine life 
and pollute local lakes, prompt-
ing state legislators to push for a  
bead ban.

The proposal, introduced March 
14 by Sen. Heather Steans (D–Chi-
cago), would outlaw the produc-
tion and sale of microbeads used in 
cosmetic products, which are toxic 
and pollute the Great Lakes in addi-
tion to harming the marine wildlife 
that inadvertently consume them,  
according to Steans. 

Major metropolitan cities con-
tribute greatly to the high concen-
tration of cosmetic microbeads in 
the Great Lakes, said Olga Lyan-
dres, research manager at the Alli-
ance for the Great Lakes. 

propose building practice fields, 
a 2,700-seat stadium and a field 
house near the intersection of 
14th Street and Damen Avenue 
that would offer training programs 
and competitions for athletes 
 with disabilities. 

Heather Tarczan, director of 
Communications and Administra-
tion for the Illinois Medical District 

The beads’ size makes it impossi-
ble for filters to eliminate them be-
fore water reaches lakes, according 
to Jennifer Caddick, engagement 
director at the Alliance for the Great 
Lakes. Though Chicago doesn’t dis-
charge sewage into the lake, many 
cities do and the pollution from 
these other sources makes Chi-
cago’s main water source a public  
health threat. 

Online exclusive video
Opinions: Advertisements still fail to 

portray “real” women. See PG. 35

The Illinois Medical District may 
soon be home to a $31 million Spe-
cial Olympics sports complex that 
would increase accessibility to 
health resources for individuals 
with disabilities. 

Special Olympics Chicago met 
with the Illinois Medical Dis-
trict Commission on March 18 to 

The second section of adjunct pro-
fessor Iymen Chehade’s “The Israe-
li/Palestinian Conflict” course has 
been reinstated after an American 
Association of University Profes-
sors report concluded the college 
violated Chehade’s academic free-
dom. However, the college disputes 
the report’s findings and denies the 
class was reinstated in response to 
the report. 

Prompting a petition that led to 
the March 25 AAUP investigation, 

‘ Israeli / Palestinian Conflict ’ section reinstated
AAUP inquiry contends college violated professor’s academic freedom

State tries to scrub away microbeads

WEB EXCLUSIVE: Columbia alumna Kemati Janice Porter 
has been selected to temporarily run eta Creative Arts Founda-
tion, the much admired, African-American theatrical group. For 
the full story, visit ColumbiaChronicle.com. 

Wise Ass is a flop – April Fools’!

xx SEE OLYMPICS, Pg. 35xx SEE MICROBEADS, Pg. 35

Maria CAstellucci
Metro Editor

Megan Bennett 
Contributing Writer 

the issues surrounding the can-
celed section galvanized national 
support for Chehade, as reported 
March 31 by The Chronicle. 

The AAUP’s Illinois Committee 
A on Academic Freedom and Ten-
ure agreed that Chehade’s academ-
ic freedom was violated following 
an allegedly contentious meeting 
between Chehade and Steven Co-
rey, chair of the Humanities, His-
tory & Social Sciences Department. 
The report states that the meeting 
was directly linked to the removal 
of one section of “The Israeli/Pal-
estinian Conflict” course after it 

had been posted for registration on 
OASIS, the online student portal. 

Corey disputes the report and 
said the course was removed be-
cause of enrollment policies. Corey 
said departments plan course offer-
ings based on the previous year’s 
enrollment figures, referring to a 
spring 2013 class Chehade taught 
that had only 12 enrolled students 
with a maximum capacity of 25. 

“The classes are assigned based 
on enrollment,” Corey said. “We 
anticipate enough enrollment in 
the fall to justify two sections of  
the class.” xx SEE CHEHADE, Pg. 8

“Having this [proposal] in effect 
in Illinois, where a huge metro-
politan area is located, is going to 
be a major step forward in terms of  
eliminating pollutants from Lake 
Michigan and local waterways,”  
Lyandres said. 

The cosmetic microbeads not 
only pollute the lake but also harm 

Iymen Chehade, adjunct 
history professor, and 
Steven Corey, chair of 
HHSS, meet to discuss a 
student’s complaint 
against Chehade. 
Chehade alleges that 
Corey told him to alter 
his curriculum for “The 
Israeli/ Palestinian 
Conflict” course. Corey 
denies Chehade’s claim.

Two sections of 
Chehade’s class are 
posted on OASIS when 
spring registration 
begins. Hours later, one 
section is removed 
from OASIS and 
canceled by Corey.
 

A Change.org petition 
calling for the 
reinstatement of the 
section of Chehade’s 
class goes live. The 
petition collected more 
than 6,000 signatures.

Chehade and several of 
his supporters host a 
forum on academic 
freedom at Columbia. 
Students, staff and 
community members 
attend the forum.

The Illinois chapter of 
the American Associa-
tion of University 
Professors releases a 
report on its investiga-
tion into Chehade’s 
claims and states that 
his academic freedom 
was violated.
 

Corey releases a 
statement criticizing 
the AAUP’s findings, 
alleging that the 
association inserted 
itself into an ongoing 
labor dispute. 
 

Chehade receives two 
sections of his 
"Israeli/Palestinian 
Conflict" course for the 
fall 2014 semester. The 
college denies that the 
reinstatement of the 
second section is 
related to the AAUP 
finding and petition.

MARCH 2014 MARCH 20 MARCH 25 MARCH 27OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 MARCH 31 

Tyler Eagle	
Associate Editor

Despite low enrollment in Che-
hade’s spring 2013 class, OASIS re-
cords show that Chehade’s fall 2013 
sections were nearly full with 23 
and 24 students enrolled. 

Chehade said he is pleased with 
the reinstatement of his second 
class but has yet to hear from ad-
ministrators about his case. 

“The issues of academic freedom 
still have to be addressed,” Chehade 
said. “[The college] still has yet to 
come out and say, ‘We acknowl-
edge this issue and we want to 
work with you to make sure it never  
happens again.” 

Chehade said he agrees with the 
findings and recommendations of 
the AAUP’s report. 

“I wasn’t surprised given the ex-
perience I went through,” Chehade 
said. “It was wonderful to see an 
independent organization doing 
an independent investigation that 
came to that conclusion.” 

However, the college is challeng-
ing the report. Steve Kauffman, 
senior director of public relations, 
released an April 1 statement from 
the college saying the AAUP failed 

Special Olympics Chicago moves 
 forward with sports complex

Carolina Sanchez The Chronicle

Special Olympics Chicago plans to build a $31 million sports complex near the intersection of 14th 
Street and Damen Avenue.
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THE ALARMING FREQUENCY of media 
reports about colleges mishandling 
sexual assault cases—including 
close-to-home Northwestern 
University and the University of 
Chicago—are indicative of a larger 
cultural problem that trivializes 
rape and sexual assault, especially 
in young women’s cases. 

That’s why groups like the 
up-and-coming Colum Policy are 
important: They can facilitate 
discussions and lobby for changes 
that can make a difference in our 
diseased culture.

The group, which hopes to be 
recognized as an official campus 
committee, had its first infor-
mal meeting April 1 in the 916 S. 
Wabash Ave. Building to discuss 
Columbia’s sexual assault policy 
and student awareness, as reported 
on Page 3. 

Although there is no evidence 
suggesting Columbia in particular 
has a sexual assault problem, add-
ing a unified student voice to the 
conversation about the college’s 
policy is a valid effort. 

In 2012 and 2013, there were a 
total of five sexual assaults report-
ed to Columbia’s Office of Safety 
& Security, as reported March 10 
by The Chronicle. Those numbers 
are statistically low, considering 19 
percent of undergraduate women 
experienced attempted or actual 

sexual assault during college, ac-
cording to a 2012 National Center 
for Injury Prevention and Control 
fact sheet. 

However, the number of Colum-
bia’s  reported sexual assaults may 
not reflect the number of attacks 
that actually happen. In 2011, 
70 percent of rapes and sexual 
assaults went unreported, accord-
ing to a 2012 U.S. Department of 
Justice report.  

The stigma surrounding sexual 
assault can deter victims from re-
porting such crimes and may be the 
reason so many don’t feel comfort-
able seeking help from authorities. 

Perhaps having a student-run 
committee that addresses sex-
ual assault will foster a safe and 
understanding campus community 
and help discourage the crimes 
altogether, as well as offer victims a 
supportive group to confide in. 

The student voice at Columbia is 
fragmented and weak. A lot of cam-
pus organizations are interested in 
the topic of sexual assault and may 
discuss it in the context of a broad-
er mission, but none exclusively 
focus on this issue. 

The fact that several representa-
tives from various campus groups 
showed up to Colum Policy’s April 
1 meeting shows that current cam-
pus organizations acknowledge the 
topic, but having one group to be 

the unified voice for this issue on 
campus is a necessary step.  

There are so many issues a 
committee like Colum Policy could 
tackle. It could help spread aware-
ness about the college’s sexual 
assault policy, advocate for victims 
and lend a student voice to college-
wide policies, just to name a few. 

The committee is not yet official 
and is in its infancy, but I sincerely 
hope it can thrive and become the 
student perspective on issues sur-
rounding sexual assault. Columbia 
may not have a rampant sexual 
assault problem, but there can nev-
er be too much support of student 
safety, and I’m glad students will 
finally have a voice in the matter.

Student voices should be heard
CAMPUS PG. 3

Graduate student receives 
Fulbright Fellowship to teach 
in Romania • PG. 4

New report highlights 
concerns about worldwide 
climate change • PG. 11

River North restaurant serves 
up smoked meats and crafty 
cocktails • PG. 22

Chicago must balance taxi, 
rideshare regulations  
• PG. 30

Resolution pushes for 
improved mental health 
services citywide • PG. 33

Senior theater major, 
debuts as Daniel Radcliffe’s 
Broadway understudy • PG. 6

Online workout regimens’ 
validity questioned by fitness 
professionals • PG. 11

Father of Chicago House 
Music Frankie Knuckles dies 
at age 59 • PG. 17

Science“Cosmos” could 
rejuvenate American interest 
in science • PG. 31

Illinois Supreme Court strikes 
down Eavesdropping law as 
unconstitutional  • PG. 34lwoods@chroniclemail.com

SPORTS & HEALTH PG. 11

ARTS & CULTURE PG. 17

METRO PG. 33
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Anthony Soave THE CHRONICLE
Freshman music major Lisa May performs one of three original songs she showcased April 3 during the High Honors 2.0 talent showcase at Stage Two in the 618 S. Michigan Ave. 
Building. The event featured performances from student groups and solo artists from genres such as hip-hop, R&B and alternative.
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Debate surrounding staff petition heats up

Students question Columbia’s 
sexual assault policy

xx SEE STAFF, PG. 8

xx SEE POLICY, PG. 9

AN ONLINE PETITION aimed at gaining 
adjunct faculty union representa-
tion for staff members has prompt-
ed a P-Fac and administrative re-
sponse about its legal implications.

Staff Who Teach, a group of more 
than 70 full-time staff members—

AS SEXUAL ASSAULT on college cam-
puses remains a controversial top-
ic across the nation, several Co-
lumbia students are attempting to 
form a new organization to address  
the issue.

On April 1, 12 students congre-
gated in the second floor lobby of 
the 916 S. Wabash Ave. Building to 
discuss sexual assault on campus 
and how the administration can 
better protect and accommodate 
students. The meeting was the first 
for what students hope will become 
a new campus committee, Colum 
Policy, which would address the 
sexual assault policies at Columbia.

As reported by The Chronicle 
March 10, there was one sexual of-
fense reported to Columbia’s Office 
of Campus Safety & Security during 
the 2013 calendar year, a decrease 
from the four on-campus incidents 
reported in 2012.

Keisa Reynolds, a junior double 
majoring in humanities, history 
& social sciences and education, 
spearheaded the meeting to discuss 
the possibility of future communi-

TATIANA WALK-MORRIS
Campus Editor

KATHERINE DAVIS
Assistant Campus Editor

some of whom are members of the 
United Staff of Columbia College 
staff union and teach part-time at 
Columbia—launched an online pe-
tition March 11 asking to be admit-
ted to P-Fac, the college’s part-time 
faculty union, as reported March 
31 by The Chronicle. The petition 
objected to P-Fac’s contract, which 
signers believe caused staff mem-

bers without teaching in their job 
descriptions to lose courses. 

Patricia Rios, associate vice 
president of Human Resources, 
sent out an email March 26 in-
structing administrators and man-
agerial staff not to sign the petition 
because she said doing so could 
lead to legal sanctions. According 
to the National Labor Relations 

Act, employers cannot interfere or 
contribute financially in support 
of any labor organization. The peti-
tion has received 611 signatures as 
of press time, approximately 13 of 
which belong to upper-level staff. 
Rios said the college will not  pun-
ish managerial staff who signed the 
petition prior to receiving instruc-
tions not to do so, but the college 

would consider sanctions for those 
who disregarded the instructions. 

“The staff who teach petition—we 
consider that to be an internal [Illi-
nois Education Association] matter 
… and we can’t have management 
deciding for the union or getting in-
volved,” Rios said.

cation between the administration 
and students, access to counseling 
services on campus and moving 
forward as an official organization. 
Reynolds said becoming a student 
committee—not an organization 
recognized by the Student Organi-
zations Council—would allow the 
group to receive funding and effec-
tively participate in administrative 
policy changes.

“There are plenty of people on 
this campus who are victims and 
survivors of sexual assault,” Reyn-
olds said. “The administration is 
ignoring the lived realities of its 
students and is not asking students 
what it means to feel safe.”

Reynolds said the students united 
in response to a Feb. 28 collegewide 
email sent college-wide by Sharon 
Wilson-Taylor, associate vice pres-
ident and dean of students. As re-
ported March 10 by The Chronicle, 
the email stated the college had re-
cently “enhanced” its sexual assault 
policy to more clearly articulate 
reporting procedures. The new stu-
dent group thinks the college can do 
a better job of educating students 

Anthony Soave THE CHRONICLE
Diana Vallera, P-Fac president and adjunct faculty member in the Photography Department, speaks out at the college’s March 20 Academic Freedom forum in the Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave. P-Fac, Columbia’s part-time faculty union, is currently assessing the 
legality of allowing staff members into the union.

Grace Wiley THE CHRONICLE
In response to the college’s updated sexual assault policy, 12 students gathered April 1 in the second floor lobby of the 916 S. Wabash Building to discuss forming 
an official student committee that would work directly with the administration to educate students about the updated policy and address concerns.
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JAMIE WEAVER, A graduate interdis-
ciplinary book & paper arts student, 
received a Fulbright Research Fel-
lowship March 17 and will leave in 
October to teach English in Romania.

The Fulbright Program is a 
prestigious international educa-
tional exchange program that of-
fers 8,000 grants annually, allow-
ing winners to study, research or 
teach in more than 155 countries 
around the world, according to the  
program’s website.

“I always wanted a reason to do 
more traveling and see a little more 
of the world, so this seemed like a 
good way to do that and also teach, 
which I love doing,” Weaver said.

Weaver is currently working on 
her second Master’s degree at Co-
lumbia. After earning a Bachelor’s 
degree in English in 2006 from 
Glenville State College in West Vir-
ginia, Weaver received a Master’s 
in English composition and rheto-
ric in 2009 from Marshall Universi-
ty.  Weaver said this was her second 
time applying for the Fulbright.

While the Romanian university 
where she will teach has yet to be 
determined, Weaver  said she plans 
to introduce book making and pa-
per art anywhere she goes.

“Oral and written communi-
cation skills are something I’ll be 
teaching in the classroom,” Weaver 

said. “I think book arts are a way to 
introduce visual communication 
skills, and I think both of those can 
sort of enhance each other.”

Weaver said her passion for 
book art was ignited when she cre-
ated her first book, which is filled 
with original short stories, adding 
that the hobby complemented her  
English background.

She said she is excited to experi-
ence a new culture but is nervous 
about communicating because she 
does not speak Romanian. 

“Some people say it’s difficult,” 
Weaver said. “But I’ve heard other 
people say that if you know a little 
bit of Italian or Spanish that it’s 
similar in a lot of ways, so it should 
be easy to pick up.”

Catrina DeBord, associate direc-
tor of International Programs,  said 
she assisted Weaver with refining 
her Fulbright application.

The two went through about 
10 essay drafts until they were 
perfect, DeBord said, adding that 
Weaver’s work ethic and commit-
ment to winning the Fulbright  
was evident.

“She’s really driven [and] real-
ly creative, and that’s allowed her 
to take on the Fulbright and really 
challenge herself,” DeBord said.

DeBord said she hopes Weaver 
learns a great deal during her time 
in Romania and develops further as 
a teacher, professional and person. 
Winning a Fulbright can open many 

doors for recipients and change the 
course of their career, she added.

“She’ll walk away with the begin-
ning of a project that she can follow 
up on as a professional outside of 
the Fulbright program,” DeBord 
said. “It will also connect her with 
a network of past Fulbrighters that 
are really very strong and active.”

Clifton Meador, interim chair 
of the Interdisciplinary Arts De-

partment and a 2003–2004 Ful-
bright recipient, said he is excited 
for Weaver because he knows how 
life-changing the award can be.

“The Fulbright program is really 
great,” Meador said. “It’s such an 
important experience for Ameri-
cans to go live in other countries 
and important for people in other 
countries to meet real Americans.”

Meador said Weaver is a profes-

sional and hard-working student  
who deserves the Fulbright. He 
added that the prestige of winning 
will help her achieves future goals.

“She deserves the recognition,” 
Meador said. “She’s an unusual-
ly talented student and she helps 
spread the reputation of Columbia 
College Chicago.”

Graduate student receives Fulbright to teach in Romania
KATHERINE DAVIS
Assistant Campus Editor

kdavis@chroniclemail.com

Anthony Soave THE CHRONICLE
Jamie Weaver, a graduate interdisciplinary book & paper arts student, will leave for Romania in October to teach English on a Fulbright Research Fellowship she was 
awarded on March 17.

25% OFF ALL HAIR SERVICES
15% OFF HAIR/BEAUTY PRODUCTS

15% OFF DARRA GIFTS

Book online at xexchicago.com/onlinebooking. Not valid with other offers.  Subject to change.  

XEX HAIR GALLERY  ·  WOMEN’S HAIRCARE  ·  MEN’S HAIRCARE 
35 WEST WACKER DRIVE, LEO BURNETT BLDG, CHICAGO

312.372.9211  ·  XEXCHICAGO.COM

A special offer for all
Columbia Students!

You may use these offers every time you 
visit XEX until you graduate!

M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s

Monday April 7
Catherine Poulos Senior Recital    7:00 pm

Wednesday April 9
Wednesday Noon Concert Series at the Conaway* 12:00 pm
 Sebastian Acosta Senior Recital   7:00 pm

Thursday April 10
Rikki Mueller Senior Recital at the Sherwood  7:00 pm
Keelan Jones Senior Recital    7:00 pm

Friday April 11
Keyboard Forum at the Sherwood   12:00 pm
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*    12:00 pm
Jazz Forum*      2:00 pm
Jake DeVries Senior Recital    7:00 pm

Saturday April 12
Nathan Niederkorn Senior Recital   4:00 pm

* Events with an asterisk do not give recital attendance.

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan Avenue



April 7, 2014  •  5  

Campus

April 7, 2014  •  5  

TUESDAY, April 8, 2014
Film Row Cinema

1104 S. Wabash Ave. /8th FL.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
3:30 P.M. - 4:15 P.M.

Q&A
4:15 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Join the Student Government Association (SGA) as they host President 
Kwang-Wu Kim’s first State of the College address. President Kim will 
address important college topics and provide an overview of future 
plans. This event is open to all students, faculty, and staff.

The State of the College address will be streamed live at: 
www.colum.edu/president/stateofthecollege

Tweet before or live tweet your questions to @KWKimColumbia

SGA serves as a liaison between the students 
and the faculty and administration in order to 
ensure the welfare of our unique and diverse art 
and communication community. 

state of the 
C O L L E G E     
     address

state of the 
C O L L E G E     
     address

For more information visit www.colum.edu/sga

Photo courtesy of The Columbia Chronicle, ColumbiaChronicle.com
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SENIOR THEATER MAJOR Josh Salt is 
used to receiving roles in major 
productions such as “Chicago Fire,” 
but said he was still shocked to find 
out he will be “Harry Potter” star 
Daniel Radcliffe’s understudy in 
the Broadway play “The Cripple of 
Inishmaan.” 

The performer has been acting 
since he was five years old when 
he was on an Oscar Meyer Wiener 
commercial. Since his debut, he 

has performed in 12 major plays, 
including his role as Leo in the  
Pulitzer-prize-nominated dramat-
ic comedy “4,000 Miles” and as Tim 
in the college drama “Teddy Fer-
rara” at the Goodman Theatre in 
February 2013. 

He briefly switched from the 
stage to the screen when he ap-
peared on “Chicago Fire” as a guest 
on episode 12 of season 2, “Out 
With a Bang” when he briefly had 
an argument at a bar with the main 
character, Casey. His career, ac-
ademic and otherwise, has often 

oscillated between TV and theater, 
as he originally came to Columbia 
to study theater, hoping to move 
to Los Angeles after graduation to 
pursue a career in film.

The Chronicle spoke with Salt 
about New York, his acting and  
future plans.

THE CHRONICLE: When did you find 
out you had to move to New York for 
your Broadway gig?

JOSH SALT: I came out here for 
some auditions [in February] and I 

ended up getting the job as Daniel 
Radcliffe’s cover in “The Cripple of 
Inishmaan” on Broadway. As soon 
as I found that out, I had a little bit 
of time to get everything in order 
and I worked really hard to make 
my school thing work. 

How did you feel when you got the 
role as Radcliffe’s understudy?

It was a wild moment. I’ve gotten 
close to a couple of big things be-
fore, but of everything I’d ever gone 
in for, this was the most exciting 
to me. I’ve always really respected 
Radcliffe’s work and just watch-
ing from the outside, [Co-director] 
Michael Grandage is a genius as 
well and this is the best opportuni-
ty. I had done the show in Chicago 
playing the same role that Radcliffe 
is playing now, so I really love that 
play. I was kind of in denial about 
it to be honest. For weeks I did not 
think this was actually happening 
and thought there was no way.

Do you audition in New York often?

I would say I’m in New York three 
or four times a year auditioning 
for things. I’ve been very lucky and 
have gotten close to a few big roles 
like this, but nothing has actual-
ly [come together] until this came 
along and it was a crazy feeling.

Have you always planned to travel to 
New York?

Not at all. When I first started at 
Columbia, the goal was to graduate 

and move to Los Angeles as fast as 
possible and try to get into movies. 
As soon as I started doing real plays 
in Chicago, I just completely fell 
in love with theater all over again 
and I realized that was where I feel 
at home the most. It’s not to say I 
wouldn’t do film someday. I’ve done 
a little bit of television and I enjoy 
it. Right now I think I’ve [been] able 
to create work that feels the most 
honest to me and the projects I feel 
the most excited about happen to 
be in theater. As soon as this play 
came around, I picked up my life 
and moved across the country, but 
the plan has been shifting all over 
the place. I had no idea it would be 
New York next. 

What do you like most about acting?

I think there is a terrific sense of 
abandonment that you can experi-
ence where it feels like you’re jump-
ing off of a precipice. There’s an 
amazing release that comes when 
you stop trying to perform and you 
[allow] yourself to just live in it. 
There have been moments [when] I 
just sort of forget that I’m on stage 
and I kind of black out and I can’t 
remember what happens because 
I’m so in it and living it. I think 
those are some of my favorite mo-
ments of being an actor. I also love 
the family that you build. Chicago 
has been such a warm and wonder-
ful place and I have met wonderful 
artists who are unbelievably good, 
accepting and forgiving. 

JOSH SALT
Senior theater major

Courtesy JOSH SALT
Josh Salt, senior theater major, will be an understudy for Daniel Radcliffe in a Broadway play “The Cripple of Inishmaan” produced by The Michael Grandage Company. 

JENNIFER WOLAN
Assistant Campus Editor

jwolan@chroniclemail.com

FOR THE SECOND year in a row a Co-
lumbia film has been selected as a 
finalist in the Sprite Films competi-
tion, which gives student filmmak-
ers national exposure. 

Cinema art + science graduate 
student Robert Forney’s short film 
“Thirsty Enough” is one of the six 
finalists chosen from 135 scripts.

Films by Green Ribbon Panel 
Award winners will be screened at 
select theaters in August 2014,  and 
winners will be given the opportu-
nity to work on an exclusive Sprite  
video project.

There is also a “Fan Favorite” 
portion of the competition in which 
U.S. fans ages 13 and older can vote 
online for their favorite short film 
at the Sprite Films website, until 
May 15. 

The winner and his or her col-
lege’s film department will be given 
a $5,000 trip to the American Film 
Institutes’s November film festival. 
Voters will also be entered into a 
sweepstakes for the chance to win 
prizes such as a trip to Universal 
Orlando Resort.

Forney’s 50-second short film 
follows a dancer, painter and bas-
ketball player who are striving to 
make a mark on the world but strug-
gling to find success because they 
are not “thirsty enough,” a motto 
Forney thought would promote the 
drink and describe his short film. 
He said that his script was chosen 

in the first week of February and be-
gan production immediately with 
the help of several Columbia stu-
dents and alumni: producer Mark 
Winters; director of photography 
Miles Kerr; production designer 
Elizabeth Kennedy; and editor Ky-
usik Gam, along with nearly 100  
current students. 

“[Winning] would be a huge deal 
for me,” Forney said. “Hopefully 
it would be just what I needed to 
jump-start my professional career. 
This would probably be the nicest 
piece of work I’ve done yet and the 
one that I’m proudest of.” 

In the 2013 Sprite Films compe-
tition, then-Columbia seniors Sean 
Grasse and Sam Bengtson were fi-
nalists for their film “Heart of the 
Hood,” but did not win. Elon Uni-
versity alumnus Dean Coots’ film 
“Break the Night” won instead. 

Six colleges are competing in the 
final round of this year’s competi-
tion: Columbia, the University of 
North Carolina School of the Arts, 
The School of Visual Arts in New 
York, The Art Institute of Char-
lotte, the University of California 
Los Angeles and the Savannah Col-
lege of Art and Design. 

Cooper Justus, a cinema art + 
science graduate student, was the 
script supervisor for both short 
films “Heart of the Hood” and 
“Thirsty Enough” and said he loves 
Forney’s concept.

“I saw that he took the notes from 
what happened in last year’s film 
and took his idea in a new direction 

and really improved on the concept 
of what it means to do a spot and to 
make [the film] effective,” Justus 
said.   “It was really fun to work on.”

Karen Loop, assistant professor 
in the Cinema Art + Science De-
partment and the college’s sponsor 
for the competition, said she is ex-
cited about the collaboration that 

Courtesy ERIN ABERNATHY
The winner of the Sprite Films Fan Favorite competition will win $5,000 for the college’s film program. Cinema art + science graduate student Robert Forney’s short film, 
“Thirsty Enough,” landed him a spot among five other finalists chosen from 135 applications.

Columbia students ‘Thirsty Enough’ for Sprite

cturner@chroniclemail.com

CARLEIGH TURNER
Assistant Campus Editor

took place to make this short film  
a reality.

“It takes a campus,” Loop said. 
“We had the radio students, the 
dance, the marketing, the editing 
classes ... People really bent over 
backward to make this happen.” 

Forney will find out in June if 
his film is chosen as the winner,  

according to the official rules out-
lined on the Sprite Films’ website.

 “It was one of those rare experi-
ences where I got to work with re-
ally talented people. But it also hap-
pens that all those talented people 
were really close friends,” he said. 
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to collect information from multi-
ple parties involved in the dispute.

“We object to the conclusions 
reached by Committee A of the 
[AAUP] and regret that it has in-
tervened in a pending labor-rela-
tions matter involving a unionized 
part-time faculty member,” the  
statement reads. 

In addition to concluding that 
the college violated Chehade’s ac-
ademic freedom, the AAUP report 
issued two recommendations. It 
called for the reinstatement of 
Chehade’s second section of the 
course, and a review by the col-
lege of how student complaints 
are addressed. In its report, the 
committee said Corey should 
have referred the student back 
to Chehade rather than handling  
it independently. 

“It’s good for the student to ma-
ture and realize that if you’re going 
to criticize someone, do it to their 
face,” said Peter Kirstein, vice pres-
ident of the Illinois AAUP chapter, 
chair of the Illinois Committee A 
on Academic Freedom and Tenure 
and a professor of history at Saint  
Xavier University. 

Kirstein said Chehade answered 
approximately 60 questions from 
the AAUP over the course of sev-
eral days. The committee also col-
lected information from P-Fac, the 
college’s part-time faculty union, 
and a statement from Louise Love, 
interim provost and vice president 
of Academic Affairs. Days after the 

AAUP reached its opinion, Corey 
released a March 27 statement to 
the AAUP criticizing its involve-
ment and again stating Chehade’s 
claims were inaccurate.

According to Corey’s statement, 
the meeting was amicable and Che-
hade was never directed to alter his 
course’s curriculum. 

Corey reiterated that the reason-
ing for the section’s cancellation 
was the result of a directive from 
Deborah Holdstein, dean of the 
School of Liberal Arts and Scienc-
es, and Love, to maintain HHSS av-
erage class size of 22 students. 

Corey said he was following that 
directive and canceled four classes, 
including Chehade’s, based on pre-
vious semesters’ enrollment figures 
and classes that were scheduled 
during times that drew low interest. 

Holdstein did not return requests 
for comment as of press time. Love 
referred requests for comment  
to Corey. In his statement, Corey 
said he offered Chehade a second 
history course after the cancella-
tion and Chehade did not refuse the 
offered course until months later. 
Kirstein disputed Corey’s claims 
and reaffirmed the committee’s 
finding. Chehade said the college’s 
criticism of the AAUP’s findings are 
indicative of the administration’s  
attitude toward academic freedom. 

“[The college] continues on this 
course of denial and refusal to ac-
knowledge that there is an issue of 
academic freedom at the college,” 
Chehade said.

xx CHEHADE
Continued from Front Page

teagle@chroniclemail.com
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In response to Staff Who Teach’s 
petition and a March 17 open letter 
asking for P-Fac’s support, P-Fac 
emailed a statement to current 
members March 27 clarifying the 
union’s ability to admit staff mem-
bers. P-Fac explained in the email 
that an assessment is being con-
ducted to determine the legality of 
admitting staff members.

Diana Vallera, P-Fac president 
and adjunct faculty member in the 
Photography Department, said in 
a March 19 interview that she en-
courages staff leaders to work to-
gether and support each other. 

“There’s all sorts of benefits in 
having stability in the workforce,” 
Vallera said. “I don’t see any im-
pact on students.... [The P-Fac 
contract] helps students to have  
[experienced] instructors.”

The statement also clarified 
that the current contract al-
lows full-time staff who teach as 
part of their job description to 
choose courses before first tier  
P-Fac members. 

The contract’s tier system breaks 
adjunct faculty up into three tiers 
according to the number of course 
hours an instructor has taught. 

Adjunct faculty with 51 or more 
hours are placed in the first tier and 
given the first choice of courses, 
followed by instructors in the sec-
ond tier and the third tier, which 
consists of new instructors and 
staff members who don’t teach as 
part of their job description. Staff 
Who Teach is petitioning to be rep-
resented by P-Fac because some 
staff members, regardless of how 
long they’ve taught, are placed in 
the third tier and therefore weren’t 

able to teach courses they’ve  
taught previously. 

Lauren Targ, assistant director 
in the College Advising Center and 
adjunct faculty member in the Tele-
vision Department, said she was 
disappointed that the college asked 
upper-level staff members not to 
sign the petition.  

Targ said that Staff Who Teach 
was glad to have support from high-
er-ups at the college.

Targ said Staff Who Teach is fo-
cused on having the best quality 
teachers in the classroom, adding 
that although staff members have 
been allowed to teach after P-Fac 
signed the contract, it has been 
more difficult for them to obtain 
courses they taught before. 

“We don’t really understand the 
pushback on our petition to become 

one with P-Fac,” Targ said. “We’re 
adjunct faculty whether we’re with 
P-Fac or not … and to us, whether 
it’s our day job or our evening job, 
we’re here for the students.”

Although members of Staff Who 
Teach do not know what will hap-
pen if they are not allowed to join 
P-Fac, Julie Alevizos, creative in-
dustry liaison in the Portfolio Cen-
ter and adjunct faculty member in 
the Cinema Art + Science Depart-
ment, said she wants the relation-

ship between staff and P-Fac mem-
bers to remain amicable. 

Mary Rachel Fanning, coordina-
tor & college advisor in the College 
Advising Center and adjunct fac-
ulty member in the Photography 
Department, said despite continu-
ous conflicts, Staff Who Teach has 
remained hopeful that its recent 
efforts will allow them to join P-Fac 
and teach more courses. 

 “Even though the communica-
tions [between P-Fac and the col-
lege] have felt very negative, we 
still do believe in unity and we are 
very hopeful that this will have a  
positive outcome,” Fanning said. 
“We’re here for the students and we 
want our students to study in a very 
positive environment.” 

twalkmorris@chroniclemail.com

To us, whether it’s our day job or our evening job, we’re 
here for the students.”

– Lauren Targ
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on the policy, improving counseling 
services and being more receptive 
to students’ mental and emotional 
and  needs.

Representatives from several 
student organizations such as One 
Tribe, the Black Film Society and 
Common Ground attended the fo-
rum to share their thoughts on the 
issue. Though the group was small, 
Reynolds said it was a good start to 
creating an official committee that 
would advocate for sexual assault 
policy changes on campus.

“I like that we have a core group 
of students that want to organize,” 
Reynolds said. “We can work to-
gether and plan larger events to get 
more students involved.”

Reynolds said the group’s mis-
sion is to communicate with the 
administration to address cases of 
sexual assault. She said most stu-
dents are unfamiliar with the poli-
cy, emphasizing the importance of 
educating the campus community. 

“Sexual violence is a problem on 
campus,” Reynolds said. “There are 
people who are victims and survi-
vors and also people who are guilty 
of committing sexual assault.”

Robert Koverman, associate vice 
president of the Office of Safety & 
Security, said in an emailed state-
ment that there will be an open line 
of communication between his of-
fice and students.

“My office will always listen 
to student concerns,” Koverman 
said. “Any concerns or suggestions 

brought to our attention will cer-
tainly be considered and if those 
concerns, regardless of the topic, 
need to be brought to the attention 
of partner departments, we will al-
ways do that.”

One of the topics addressed at 
the meeting is the college’s lack of 
counseling services. In an emailed 
statement, Sharon Wilson-Taylor, 
associate vice president and dean 
of students, said the college offers 
students 10 counseling sessions per 
academic year because the sessions 
are funded through the Student 
Health Center, which is supported 
by the student health fee.

However, some students claim 
they need more than 10 sessions. 
Michelle Nance, president of Com-
mon Ground and a junior fashion 
studies major, said 10 sessions is 
not realistic for students dealing 
with emotional issues.

“Personally, I feel like I have more 
than 10 problems that I have to deal 
with throughout the school year,” 
Nance said. “So why do I only get 10 
visits? It’s like I have 10 chances to 
sum up my life and get it all fixed be-
fore I get sent back to class to deal 
with the same issues.”

Wilson-Taylor said most stu-
dents only use six to seven of the 
sessions and said providing 10 ses-
sions is generous compared to oth-
er colleges in the area that maintain 
a six-session limit.

“To provide unlimited sessions, 
we would need to double or even 
triple the number of staff thera-
pists, which means a higher student 
health fee,” Wilson-Taylor said. kdavis@chroniclemail.com

xx POLICY
Continued from PG. 3

Nance said she is glad this stu-
dent group is evolving because stu-
dents struggle with sexual assaults 
on campus, and if organizations be-
gin to collaborate on campus, they 
will likely have more influence.

“It’s usually all of us in our differ-
ent groups talking about the same 
issue,” Nance said. “But now we’re 
all together and we can share our 
own ideas and bring it together as  
a collective.”

Both Reynolds and Nance said 
working with the Student Govern-
ment Association would be in the 
group’s best interest because SGA 
has extensive knowledge about in-
teracting with the administration. 
However, they are concerned about 
SGA working too closely with the 
higher-ups, which might cause 
them to agree and side with the ad-
ministration on contentious issues.

“Ideally it would be best not to 
work with an association that is 
through the administration,” Reyn-
olds said. “But in order to be recog-
nized by the administration, we do 
have to collaborate with as many 
students as possible.”

As of press time, SGA president 
Nicole Carroll did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Nance said the group needs sup-
port in terms of gaining funding 
and establishing a meeting place. 

“We definitely need the support 
of other student organizations,” 
Nance said. “Knowing that we have 
student representatives on campus 
who can either pave the way for us 
or show us how to do it ourselves—
that’s a great benefit to us.”
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Wilson-Taylor said  the SGA has 
been taking action in response to 
students’ concerns about the col-
lege’s sexual assault policy and has 
embarked on a review of it and its 
procedures, stating that it has been 
speaking to the college’s counseling 
staff, Residence Life and the Dean’s 
office. She said SGA has suggested 
educational programming on sex-
ual assault, which she said the col-
lege has been actively working to 
implement. She added that any stu-
dents who have questions or feed-
back can email her directly.

“The administration is always 
striving to enhance how student 
concerns that are brought to our 
attention are addressed,” Wil-
son-Taylor said. “There are times 

when students are not in agree-
ment with how their concern 
was addressed, which does not 
mean that the concern was not  
addressed appropriately.”

Nance said Colum Policy wants 
to see the administration listen to 
students even if they don’t neces-
sarily agree with them, adding that 
students will be voicing their opin-
ions in the near future.

“We’re trying to make our voices 
heard,” Nance said. “There is such a 
hierarchy and we are low on the list, 
yet we are the student body. It’s just 
a circle of endless disappointments 
and that’s something that needs to 
be fixed.”

Grace Wiley THE CHRONICLE
Michelle Nance, president of Common Ground and a junior fashion studies major, voiced her concerns April 1 
about the college’s counseling services at the first Colum Policy meeting held in the 916 S. Wabash Ave. Building.
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Internet exercises get mixed 
reviews from fitness experts 

New technology illustrates complex  
human-environment relationship

CLIMATE CHANGE MAY have a stron-
ger influence on the relationship 
between humans and the environ-
ment than previously thought, il-
lustrating the need to develop tech-
nologies to study this interaction.

To better demonstrate the re-
lationship, a team of researchers  
from the U.S. Geological Survey 
collaborated to create Artificial In-
telligence for Ecosystem Services, a 
method of assessing the value  that 
nature provides to humans. Their 
system illustrates how the envi-
ronment and humans interact with 
each other, according to Ken Bag-
stad, a research economist at the 
U.S. Geological Survey and one of  
ARIES’ developers. 

ARIES uses satellite images to 
analyze migration trends and the 
changing qualities of forests, Bags-
tad said. The data from the images 
allows ARIES to create maps that 
measure air quality, the availability 
of clean water and raw materials.

James Igoe, associate professor 
in the Department of Anthropology 
at the University of Virginia, said 
understanding the relationship hu-
mans have with the environment is 
crucial in assessing the effects their 
consumption and waste have on 
global climate trends.

“We’re trying to show nature 
has value and why it’s important 
both economically, but also … why 
it’s important to protect nature,”  
Bagstad said.

The technology behind ARIES 
has existed in several forms for de-
cades, Bagstad said, but it has been 
used more frequently during the 
past 15 to 20 years to study changes 
in the human-environment rela-
tionship. He said ARIES was devel-
oped to measure the human ecolog-
ical footprint more efficiently.

Igoe said mankind’s relationship 
with the environment is far more 
complex than people can visualize 
using technologies like ARIES that 
measure climate change.

WITH THE HELP of online gurus and 
free home-workout YouTube chan-
nels, fitness fiends can get exercise 
instruction and motivation from 
the comfort of their own homes.

However, these increasingly 
popular online workouts may not 
yield the desired results. Some ath-
letic trainers and health experts 
question the effectiveness of home 
and video workouts, and although 
these types of programs can of-
fer convenience, they also have  
some drawbacks.

Michael Morrow, physical ther-
apist and manager at AthletiCo, 20 
N. Michigan Ave., said any type of 
exercise requires proper form and 
technique, something YouTube 

workouts do not always emphasize. 
He said users should be mindful of 
fitness injuries that can occur when 
the body moves in an unfamiliar 
way without practice.

“When you don’t get feedback 
from the person giving you instruc-
tions, it can be tricky,” Morrow said. 
“It wouldn’t hurt to get some point-
ers from a professional before fol-
lowing the lead of someone [who is] 
not physically present.” 

Anthony Wall, the director of 
professional education at the Amer-
ican Council on Exercise, said on-
line workouts can be a difficult fit-
ness plan to navigate. He said they 
can be a useful alternative for peo-
ple who do not have access to a gym 
or who are uncomfortable working 
out in public, but there are risks to  
exercising online. 

Wall said online entities often 
misrepresent themselves and may 
not always have the knowledge or 
certifications necessary to safely 
instruct others.

“We really don’t know the cre-
dentials of the individual,” Wall 
said. “When you’re at the gym you 
at least can feel relatively comfort-
able that [the gym] has vetted and 
screened the person for having the 
right credentials.”

Wall said another concern with 
online workouts is the present-
ers do not always take into con-
sideration varying fitness levels. 
Qualified professionals can tailor 
workouts to ability whereas online 
instructors have less flexibility in 
accomplishing that. 

xx SEE NATURE, PG. 15

xx SEE YOUTUBE, PG. 15
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Wishful thinking 

CHELSEA LEMON, ONE of the co-cap-
tains of  Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale’s dance team, 
led the Saluki Shakers to the Uni-
versal Dance Association’s na-
tional competition in Orlando  
last year. A senior political science 
major, Lemon grew up in Chicago, 
where she attended Lane Technical 
College Preparatory High School. 

One of the first in her family to 
receive a bachelor’s degree, Lem-
on is set to graduate in May. She 
said she hopes to eventually earn a  
master’s degree.

The Chronicle spoke with 
Lemon during the March 31 The 
Benchwarmers Show on WCRX  
88.1 FM  about dance, graduation 
and her future goals.

THE CHRONICLE: How do you prepare 
for competitions?

CHELSEA LEMON: We go against 
pretty much everyone that enters 
[nationals] and it’s pretty intense. 
It’s not something you can just train 
for in about a week. We worked to-
ward that competition all season, 
so while football season’s going and 
while basketball starts, we’re work-
ing on our nationals routine…. We 
have a great support system and we 
have a great school behind us so … 
we go out and we give it our best and 
we do what we love to do. 

Where and when do you compete?

We compete only nationally. We 
learn our routine by about Octo-
ber—mind you the season starts in 
July. Football and basketball over-
lap. We practice and practice while 
the other seasons are going on be-
fore we go [to nationals in January].

What was the most memorable game 
for the Saluki Shakers?

My best memory would have to be 
when the mens’ basketball team 
[played] Indiana State. It was such 

a close game leading up to the end. 
I just remember hearing the music 
and looking out into the audience 
and really realizing that Southern 
Illinois has the best fans. I look up 
and I see all this maroon, even in 
the heat of the moment, not know-
ing which way the game is going to 
go, not knowing if they’re going to 
walk out with a win or a loss, but 
I just look up and see all the fans 
cheering and that really resonated 
with what it means to be a Saluki.

Do you think getting the crowd 
pumped up affects the players’ per-
formance in games?

I really do. I think the players feed 
off of their support [from] everyone 
that’s there. I believe that’s what 
we’re there for. We’re there to uplift 
everyone’s spirits.

I heard you have a dream of pursu-
ing pageantry. Is that still an interest  
of yours?

It is, but like I said, I want to get 
these degrees first and go from 
there. I’ve competed in a pageant 
here, and it’s something I’ve been 
completely fascinated with for a 
while now, so after I get these de-
grees and take care of business 
first, that’s something I can see  
myself doing.

What are your post-graduation goals?

My dream job [is] to be an ambassa-
dor for the U.S. I know I’ve got some 
schooling to do and I’ve got to get 
my face out there and I’ve got to re-
ally market myself. I’ve got a while 
to go, but I’m willing to work for it. 

What do you say to people who tell 
you that dance is not a sport?

For those who don’t consider it 
a sport, we work out two times a 
week. When people say that, at first 
I want to laugh it off, then I like to 
say “I want to see you do it.” 

Courtesy CHELSEA LEMON

CHELSEA LEMON
Sport: Dance     Team/School: Southern Illinois University Carbondale
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THE NBA IS in the final stretch of 
the season as teams such as the 
New York Knicks and the Atlanta 
Hawks battle for the eighth seed in 
the Eastern Conference playoffs. 

Immediately following the April 
7  NCAA National Championship 
game on CBS-TV, the nation’s 
focus will shift from college to 
professional basketball. Chicago 
Bulls fans will be tuning in to see 
which team the Bulls will face 
during the first and second rounds 
of the playoffs.

As of press time, the Bulls are the 
fourth seed in the Eastern Confer-
ence and could enjoy a home court 
advantage in a matchup against the 
Brooklyn Nets, who the Bulls have 
defeated in two out of three games 
this season. If the Bulls land the 
third seed, they will be matched up 
against the Washington Wizards, 
a team they have not beaten this 
season as of press time.

The Bulls can get past the Wiz-
ards or the Nets in the first round 
without a question. However, 
being the third or fourth seed could 
make a difference when it comes 
to which team the Bulls face in the 
Eastern Conference semifinals. 
That team will likely be the Indiana 
Pacers or the Miami Heat.

The Heat and Pacers have the 

top two seeds respectively, and 
either team would be tough for the 
Bulls to beat without injured point 
guard Derrick Rose. Still, Chicago 
won’t be an easy sweep in the post-
season against any team, either. 

The Bulls have been one of the 
hottest teams in the NBA lately. As 
of press time, the team boasts its 
best winning percentage of the sea-
son. The Bulls have not lost more 
than two consecutive games since 
their first two games in February. 
The Heat and Pacers, on the other 
hand, haven’t been as dominant as 
they were in the beginning of the 
season. Their struggles might allow 
for an upset in the playoffs. 

Because of the Pacers’ recent 
disappointments—they have only 
won four of their last 10 games—it 
would behoove the Bulls to move 
up to the third seed. Once Chicago 
gets past Washington in the first 
round, they will be matched up 
against the second-seeded Pacers 
team, who the Bulls defeated 89–77 
March 24. 

A lot of folks tend to argue that 
the regular season holds no stock 
once the playoffs begin. I disagree. 
The regular season allows teams 
to see how they match up against 
each other. 

The Bulls match up better 

against a team they have to defeat 
in the half court. It doesn’t hurt 
that the Bulls have one of the best 
frontcourts in the league—center 
Joakim Noah and forwards Carlos 
Boozer and Taj Gibson.

Bulls fans are far too familiar 
with facing LeBron James and the 
Miami Heat in the playoffs. The 
Bulls were ousted in five games last 
season because they were unable to 
keep up with the Heat’s stars

Fans should still be aware of the 
long shot of beating either the Heat 
or the Pacers, but for those hoping 
and wishing for a miracle when the 
playoffs start, the Bulls’ best bet is 
against the Pacers. 

Listen to Nader Ihmoud  
every Monday as he hosts The 
Benchwarmers Show 7–9 p.m. on 
WCRX 88.1 FM.

NADER IHMOUD
Media Relations Editor

IHMOUD’S
MOODS

The Chicago Cubs celebrated Wrigley Field’s 100th home opener April 4 against the Philadelphia Phillies. Wrigleyville was back in the swing of baseball season as fans 
flocked to the neighborhood to enjoy the Cubs’ first home game of the 2014 season. The Cubs lost 7–2.
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“Our goal is to eliminate every 
power cord and also eliminate the 
need to use any disposable battery 
… allowing people to be able to re-
charge their batteries wirelessly,” 
Hedayat said.

Hedayat said Toyota recently 
announced it would incorporate 
WiTricity’s technology into a new 
wireless hybrid vehicle set to hit the 
market in 2016, adding that smaller 
electronic devices equipped with 
the wireless technology to improve 
battery life will be released later  
this year.

“The small devices [today] have 
nice capabilities but they don’t have 
enough energy resources,” said 
Cenk Gursoy, associate professor 
in the Department of Electrical En-
gineering and Computer Science at 
Syracruse University. 

Nikola Tesla, a mechanical en-
gineer, created the idea of wireless 
energy 120 years ago, Hedayat said. 
Gursoy said Tesla wanted to trans-
fer wireless energy to power street 
lamps without using cables. 

However, the wireless tech-
nology was primarily limited by 

distance, according to Duane Bu-
cheger, professor of Practice, Elec-
trical and Computer Engineering at 
Michigan Technological Universi-
ty. Bucheger said transferring wire-
less energy requires large electro-
magnetic fields. While some energy 
can be transmitted, Bucheger said, 
wireless energy transfers may not 
be strong enough to produce a sig-
nificant amount of power.

Hedayat said traditional wire-
less power transfers require close 
proximity between devices. But 
WiTricity’s technology overcame 

this problem by producing wireless 
energy that could transfer across a 
greater distance.

Although Bucheger is not against  
the wireless technology improve-
ments, he said they do come with 
safety concerns, adding that the 
safety of wireless electricity de-
pends on the strength of the elec-
tromagnetic field because a strong 
enough field could cause cancer. 

Hedayat said WiTricity’s tech-
nology meets the safety criteria 
of organizations such as the Soci-
ety for Technical Communication 
and the Institute of Electrical and  
Electronics Engineers. 

Gursoy said people are already 
surrounded by wireless transmis-
sions, such as wireless signals from 
smartphones and WiFi systems.

WiTricity has also helped to 
develop a wireless heart pump—
known as the left ventricle assist 
device—which helps heart patients 
awaiting a transplant maintain a 
steady heartbeat, Hedayat said. He 
said earlier versions of the device 
required a wire to stick out of the 
patient’s stomach. 

The danger was not the pump’s 
functionality but the possibility 
that the wire itself could cause in-
fection, Hedayat said, adding that 
wireless versions could help elimi-
nate the possibility of infection.

“Basically every device will have 
a standard wireless electricity 
technology in [it] and every one will 
work inversely, similar to WiFi,” 
Hedayat said.

CHARGERS AND CORDS can be un-
plugged and tossed as wireless en-
ergy transfer is becoming better 
able to serve consumers.

Marin Soljačić, a physics pro-
fessor at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, began devel-
oping wireless energy because he 
was tired of being awakened by his 
wife’s cell phone alerting her about 
a low battery charge. Over the past 
six years, the work of Soljačić and a 
team of MIT researchers and engi-
neers has led to their establishing 
of a wireless electricity company 
called WiTricity.

The team began studying the ef-
ficiency of wireless electricity in 
2005, developing the technology to 
power a 60 W lightbulb from sever-
al meters away without the use of a 
cord in 2007. Several years later, the 
team developed WiTricity power 
sources for devices such as comput-
ers and radios, according to Kaynam 
Hedayat, vice president of mar-
keting and product management  
for WiTricity.

Hedayat said the technology be-
hind WiTricity’s wireless energy is 
called magnetic resonance, which 
occurs when an electrical source 
generates a magnetic field using 
coils while another coil device res-
onates at the same frequency. This 
allows electromagnetic waves to 
be transferred across mid-range 
distances of one centimeter to sev-
eral meters, which can then be used  
for energy.

FEATURED PHOTO

Bluetooth Camera 
Remote Shutter

No cords necessary
SARAH SCHLIEDER
Sports & Health Editor

FEATURED APP

sschlieder@chroniclemail.com

GADGET LAB

Courtesy HISY

Courtesy NASA
New images from NASA’s Cassini spacecraft and Deep Space Network reveal that one of Saturn’s moons, Enceladus, harbors a large underground body of liquid water. The discovery 
has sparked increased astrobiological interest in the moon as a potential home for extraterrestrial life.

FOOD AND WINE pairing just got eas-
ier thanks to the free app Pocket 
Wine Pairing. The app, from Wine 
Paradigm, allows users to search an 
index of hundreds of meals and pro-
vides the best matches of different 
wine styles, grapes and blends. 

There is also a Do’s and Don’ts 
section for wine-minded foodies 
that enables users to discover more 

unique food and wine pairings. A 
$3.99 upgrade unlocks the complete 
Pocket Wine Pairing experience for 
more indexes and information. No 
longer will the wrong bottle of wine 
ruin a meal.

Pocket Wine Pairing is compati-
ble with iOS devices and users must 
be at least 17 years old to download 
the app. —S. Schlieder

ELLEN DEGENERES’ OSCAR selfie 
could have been easier to take if she 
had used Hisy’s Bluetooth Camera 
Remote Shutter. The device elim-
inates the difficulty of holding a 
phone while capturing a photo. 

The remote enables users to step 
in front of their phone’s camera 
at a distance of up to 90 feet so no 
one will be left out. Once in place, 

pressing the button on the remote 
will trigger the camera. Users can 
also start and stop videos they wish 
to record. 

Hisy’s Bluetooth Camera Re-
mote Shutter retails for $24.99 and 
is only available for iOS devices. 
An android version is currently in 
development, according to Hisy’s 
website. —S. Schlieder

Ally Dodds THE CHRONICLE
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OLIVIA MAE DAVIS, a student at the 
City University of New York’s 
Graduate Center in New York City, 
is currently working with octopus-
es to determine how they are affect-
ed by anesthesia. 

Her unusual work began when 
the European Union passed a law 
last year mandating that cephalo-
pods—tentacled creatures such as 
octopuses—must be treated with 
the same care as vertebrates when 
undergoing any type of procedure.

According to Davis, these laws do 
not yet apply in the United States, 

chronicle@colum.edu

but it is likely that American pol-
icies will soon follow. She said she 
thinks it is important to get this 
work done as quickly and safely as 
possible because cephalopods are 
considered to be among the world’s 
smartest animals. 

The Chronicle spoke with Davis 
about her pursuit of a Ph.D. in psy-
chology, professional career and 
current research. 

THE CHRONICLE: What were your 
studies like leading up to the Ph.D. 
program you are currently enrolled in?

OLIVIA MAE DAVIS: I attended 
Florida State University before 
coming to New York, where I ma-
jored in biology and did a minor in 
chemistry. Once I found out that 
they had a marine biology certifi-
cation program there, I knew it was 
the route I wanted to take.

Do you also teach? 

Yes, aside from taking a full course 
load, I teach two sections of an ex-
perimental psychology course for 
undergraduates and work in the 
Biomimetic and Cognitive Robot-
ics Laboratory at Brooklyn College. 

What does your lab work currently 
consist of?

Right now, I’m working to see how 
anesthesia affects octopuses. The 
European Union passed a law in 
2013 stating that mollusks, includ-
ing squid and octopus, have to be 
treated with as much care as ver-
tebrates when undergoing invasive 
procedures of any kind. We do have 
an idea about how to measure pain, 
but being sure they are experienc-
ing pain is another thing.  I want to 
make sure the work is being done 
safely. Though these laws don’t yet 
apply in the United States, it’s like-
ly we aren’t going to be far behind  
the EU.

What is it like working with octopi on 
a daily basis? 

There’s never a typical day. We 
don’t always have animals to work 
with; octopuses can be hard to come 
by and expensive. People some-
times give octopuses the brush 
off because they’re invertebrates, 
but they show emotion. I feel like 
I see each one of them in my lab as  
an individual. 

What do you hope people take away 
from this research?

Personally, I love working with an-
imals. They are great models for 
things going on with humans. This 
work is so fresh right now it’s kind 
of hard to know what’s going to ulti-
mately happen but it will affect laws, 
policies, the lives of the animals and 
humans as well. People should feel 
inspired by science to keep learn-
ing and discovering. I just can’t 
imagine being in a position where 
I wasn’t learning something new  
every day. 

Scientist seeks safe treatment for cephalopods
MAX GREEN
Contributing Writer

THE DEPARTMENT OF ASL–ENGLISH INTERPRETATION PRESENTS: 

THE DE-GLOBALIZATION  
OF WORLD SIGN LANGUAGE 

colum.edu/asl

The ongoing increase in exposure to American Sign Language 

(ASL) in cultures and communities around the world is causing 

an exponential upswing in cross-culture contamination of sign 

languages with less documentation and recognition.

A large number of communities, especially in underdeveloped 

countries, currently look to ASL as a model, since ASL has  

received worldwide acknowledgment and exhaustive linguistic 

analysis. This is problematic, since several sign language  

communities worldwide are now incorporating ASL features, 

vocabulary, and the English manual alphabet (in turn a  

contaminating influence on ASL) into their respective language 

systems, which disrupts the natural development of said sys-

tems independent of a contaminating influence.

Linguists need to further scrutinize this phenomenon and 

measures that may be taken to analyze and document this 

current trend.

April 23, 2014, 6:30PM | 624 S. Michigan, Room 602 | FREE

This event is sponsored by the Department of  

ASL-English Interpretation 

By Crom Saunders, Assistant Professor, MA

Courtesy OLIVIA MAE DAVIS
Olivia Mae Davis, 25, is currently working toward a Ph.D. in psychology at the City University of New York’s Graduate Center while studying anesthesia on cephalopods.
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“Without understanding these 
things, we don’t consider the eth-
ical implications of our consump-
tion,” Igoe said.

The information gleaned from 
ARIES has allowed people to adapt 
to and mitigate climate change. Bag-
stad said businesses have begun to 
recognize environmental concerns 
and are implementing policies to 
conserve resources, such as soda 
companies choosing to regulate 
their water supply. Igoe said people 
will be able to care for the planet 
more effectively if they find more 
ways to interact directly and natu-
rally with the environment, by us-
ing non-invasive waste disposal and  
natural energy, for example.

“As much pressure as there is on 
the planet and natural resources, 

rise faster than before, according to 
the report. There is also increased 
population displacement, with peo-
ple moving farther inland because 
of vanishing coastlines. The report 
said climate change will negatively 
impact the global economy.

The report also said governments 
are beginning to develop adaptation 
plans for the first time in response 
to climate change. In North Amer-
ica, government officials are invest-
ing in long-term energy and public 
infrastructures. European govern-
ments have integrated coastal and 
water management programs and 
environmental protection and land 
planning into their policies. 

According to the IPCC report, 
melting snow and ice also alter the 
quality of water sources by adding 
more sediments to water systems. 

Glaciers are shrinking world-
wide at a faster rate than in pre-
vious years and if the planet’s 
average water temperature sur-
passes 40 degrees, sea levels will 
continue to rise to dangerous lev-
els, according to Arnold Bloom, 
professor in the Department of 
Plant Sciences at the University of  
California, Davis.

“We have warmer tempera-
tures, sea level rises and changes 
in precipitation—all of those on 
which our current state of wealth 
depends,” Bloom said. “All of those 
things will determine where people 
live and how they make their living 
and how we support ourselves in 
terms of food production.”

there’s a role for people and con-
serving nature as well,” Bagstad 
said. “Nature could get along with-
out us, but … the choices we make 
are going to impact nature for a long 
time to come.”

According to a March 31 report 
from the United Nations Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change, rising temperatures are 
causing environmental phenomena 
that threaten to disrupt commu-
nities around the globe, affecting 
mortality rates, water supplies, raw 
materials and resources. 

As a result, people are adapt-
ing to the environmental changes 
and altering their surroundings 
at a faster rate than in previous 
years. But these adjustments may 
hinder the natural evolution of  
ecosystems, the report stated.

The recent acceleration of cli-
mate change is causing sea levels to 
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“Trainers look at someone [who]
may be unfit and ask why,” Wall 
said. “When you’re looking online, 
everything looks sexy and great 
and they are often selling these 
routines to look like that, but they 
are for a smaller percentage of  
the population.” 

Virtual workouts are becoming 
increasingly diverse, with trainers 
pulling from different styles and 
practices, which is appealing to 
those who want to try a variety of 
fitness routines from around the 
world, Morrow said. 

Shanté Morgan, 26, an unli-
censed health coach and owner of 
the fitness blog Carpe Diem Fit-
ness, said she lost 27 pounds in 90 
days with T25, a popular home-
based exercise program developed 
by celebrity trainer Shaun Thomp-
son. Morgan said the program fa-
cilitated a lifestyle change, which 
she used as momentum to start 
her private digital business as an 
online personal fitness trainer in  
October 2013. 

Morgan designs fitness programs 
similar to T25 and Insanity, offer-
ing people a more convenient and 
private way to workout. She said 
she has made it her personal mis-
sion to educate others about fitness 
while getting in shape herself. 

“I’m in the trenches with my 
challengers,” Morgan said. “Even 
without having to physically meet, 
we have a strong sense of commu-
nity and support.” 

Mark Brticevich, coordinator of 
Fitness & Recreation at Columbia, 
said he is uncertain about the value 
of popular web workouts. He said 
some may look like they are reliable, 
but users should approach them  
with caution. 

“YouTube workouts make it hard 
to distinguish what your body can 
and cannot do,” Brticevich said. 
“There’s no such thing as a bad ex-
ercise, but some exercises may not 
be appropriate for everyone.”

Home-based programs such 
as Insanity and T25 are aimed 
toward already fit people, Brti-
cevich said. He added it is risky 
to rely on someone who may 
not have the proper credentials 
to properly design a thorough   
exercise regimen, something that is 
hard to determine online. 

Morgan said the growing de-
mand for web-based home work-
outs is due to gym culture that 
deters people from working out  
in public. 

With social media sites full of 
gym selfies that reinforce pres-
sures to look a certain way, it can 
be intimidating to see people who 
are thinner or more muscular, 
and that strain can make exer-
cise seem to be strictly about ap-
pearance and less about health,  
Morgan said.

“My challengers know that if you 
fall down, you just get back up and 
push harder,” Morgan said. “And 
I’m there with them every step of 
the way.” 

Aly Dodds THE CHRONICLE
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Cake Balls
INGREDIENTS
1 box Betty Crocker Super Moist yellow cake mix
1 cup water
1/2 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs
8 ounces chocolate frosting
20 ounces baking chocolate

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Grease bottom of 13-by-9-inch pan.
3. Combine cake mix, water, vegetable oil and eggs in 	
	    large bowl. Transfer to pan.
4. Bake cake for 35 minutes or until a toothpick inserted
    the center comes out clean. Let cool for 1 hour. 
5. Crumble cake in a large bowl. 
6. Combine crumbled cake with icing until  
    completely mixed. 
7. Roll the cake mixture into 1- or 2-inch balls. 
8. Melt chocolate in a saucepan on low heat  
    until smooth.
9. Dip balls in chocolate, using a spoon coat completely.  	
    Place on a wax paper-lined baking sheet to harden.

Angela Conners THE CHRONICLE

UNTIL RECENTLY, I was under the im-
pression that making delicious 
homemade cake balls required 
some fancy kitchen equipment. 
My younger sister showed me 
otherwise with this simple recipe 
that only requires basic culinary 
tools and offers an endless variety  
of options.  The only kitchen equip-
ment needed is a standard bak-
ing pan, two large bowls, a sauce 
pan and a baking sheet. The lack 
of a cake-ball-specific device may 
make yours a little less aesthetical-
ly perfect, but they’ll retain their  
delicious flavor. 

To begin, preheat the oven to 350 
degrees. Then prepare cake mix 

LINDSEY WOODS
Editor-in-Chief

per the instructions on the box. I 
like the Betty Crocker Super Moist 
line of cakes because they require 
only three basic ingredients—wa-
ter, vegetable oil and eggs—and 
are simple to make. Bake the cake 
according to the instructions, in 
this case, in a 9-by-13-inch pan for  
35 minutes. 

Once the cake is finished and 
a toothpick inserted in the cen-
ter comes out clean, let it cool for 
at least an hour. This step is im-
portant because a hot or warm 
cake won’t crumble as well as a  
cold one. 

Next, crumble the cake with 
your hands in a large bowl. Keep 
crumbling until the cake is reduced 
to pea-sized lumps and add the 
frosting of your choice. Mix with a 

wooden spoon or spatula until the 
crumbs are completely coated.

Roll the cake into 1- or 2-inch 
balls between your hands. It helps 
to wash your hands after every cou-
ple of balls because if your hands 
are sticky, the balls won’t form as 
smoothly. Place the balls on a wax 
paper-covered baking sheet while 
you slowly melt the chocolate in 
a saucepan on low heat. I suggest 
buying chocolate you can easily 
melt in the microwave. 

Using a spoon, coat the cake 
balls in chocolate and place them 
back on the baking sheet to hard-
en. Put them in the refrigera-
tor or eat the batch all at once. I  
won’t judge. 

NOVICE SOUS CHEF GURU

FAVORITE recipes

lwoods@chroniclemail.com

mocp.org 600 South Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60605

Hannah Putz, Untitled (Nave 2), 2012 
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FRANKIE KNUCKLES, A Chicago DJ 
whose work gave life to house mu-
sic and earned him the nickname 
“The Godfather of House,” has died.

Knuckles died March 31 at 59 
years old after a long battle with 
diabetes. The 1998 Grammy Award 
winner began his DJ career playing 
at multiple New York clubs in the 
‘70s before relocating to Chicago 
and spinning at the Warehouse 
Club in 1977.

His unique combination of R&B 
and disco hits with funk, reggae 
and Europop additives birthed the 
house music genre—named after 
the historic Chicago club. His mix-
ture of pulsating beats and elec-
tro-pop vocals from artists such as 
Michael Jackson, Diana Ross and 
Chaka Khan became a staple for 
house music producers to come.

Alan King, partner at the Chicago 
office of the Philadelphia law firm 
Drinker Biddle & Reath, is a DJ for 
the Chosen Few, a group of DJs in-
cluding Jesse Saunders and Wayne 
Williams, who were also part of the 
rise in popularity of Chicago house 
music in the ‘70s. 

King said he had known Knuck-
les since the late ‘70s but became 
especially close with him during 
the last 10 years, partially because 
of the Chosen Few. 

“Frankie was an inspiration for 
all of us who were DJs who loved 
house music,” King said. “It’s a 
real loss. He changed my life. [His 
death] is one of the hardest things 

Brushstokes celebrate  
women artists

BRIGHTLY COLORED PAINTINGS will 
hang on contrasting white walls 
while two women paint original 
creations on a third woman’s naked 
body. Coming from very different 
artistic backgrounds and drawing 
from their own female perspec-
tives, these independent fine artists 
have come together to draw atten-
tion to the  local artwork of women.

Curated by Charne Graham, 
Chicago native and managing ed-
itor of the blog “What Up Windy,” 
the SWAN Art Exhibit: Celebrat-
ing Women Artists will feature 
the work of five female artists 
at Ian Sherwin Gallery, 2649 W. 
North Ave., on April 12 at 7 p.m. 
Graphic designer Rachel Gad-
son; abstract fine artist Shani 
Crowe; fingernail artist Taccara  

Spifster Sutton; tattoo profession-
al and fine artist Katrina Jackson; 
and acrylic painter Morgan Bell 
are the featured artists. Jack-
son and Bell are expected to per-
form the aforementioned body  
painting session.

Graham said she organized the 
event to celebrate SWAN Day be-
cause she wanted to showcase her 
talented female artist friends after 
other outlets declined to showcase 
their works. 

“I have so many friends who 
are talented and creative and 
I just wanted to have an outlet 
for them to display their work,”  
Graham said.

Organizations WomenArts and-
Chicago’s Women In The Audi-
ence Supporting Women Artists 
Now initiative—both alliances 
that aim to create opportunities 
for female artists to show their 

I’ve ever had to deal with.”
King said one of his favorite DJ 

performances with Knuckles was 
in 2011 at The Chosen Few Picnic, 
a Hyde Park music festival cele-
brating Chicago house music. The 
two also performed together at the 
House of Blues in 2003, King said, 
adding that it was an honor to play 
alongside Knuckles.

“As great as he was as a DJ and 
a music producer, he was an even 
better person,” King said. “He lit up 
every room he walked into and he 
had the greatest smile and gave the 
best hugs in the world.”

By the early ‘80s, Knuckles began 
spinning at local club the Power 
Plant using a reel-to-reel tape re-
corder to edit his tracks to achieve 
a seamless flow and keep dancers 
on the floor. Knuckles’ music was 
unique because it appealed to older 
and younger audiences, King said. 

Knuckles’ influence in Chicago is 
evident—the city even has a street 
named after him, where the historic 
Warehouse club once stood. Jeffer-
son Street between Monroe Street 
and Van Buren Street is known as 
“Honorary Frankie Knuckles Way.” 

“Over his long career, Frank-
ie made his way into the ranks of 
those artists and innovators who 
came to this city not just to contrib-
ute to a musical genre, but to create 
one themselves,” said Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel in a statement. “In doing so, 
he also made his way into the hearts 
of those who knew him and the many 
more who followed his work.”

Father of house music Frankie
Knuckles dies

work—established SWAN Day sev-
en years ago. The holiday is now 
celebrated annually on March 29 
in 23 countries, completing Wom-
en’s History Month. There have 
been more than 1,000 SWAN Day 
events worldwide since the day’s  
establishment, Graham said.

The participating female artists 
have stylistic differences, yet they 
all fall into the modern or abstract 
art category, Graham said. The 
works will consist mostly of paint-
ings but will also include Gadson’s 
digital graphic design work and 
Spifster Sutton’s nail art, Gadson 
said. To add an element of surprise, 
the featured artists decided they 
would keep the details of the work 
they plan to display secret from 
each other and even the event cu-
rator until the day of the exhibit. 
Along with free drinks, there will 
also be a live disc jockey, Lex Luger, 

two singers and a spoken word 
artist accompanying the exhibit. 
The singers and spoken word art-
ists will be surprise guests, Gra-
ham said. Graham said the body 
painting performance was chosen 

for the exhibit to demonstrate her 
friends’ artistic talent in a way that 
would highlight the beauty of the  
female form.

TYLER EAGLE
Associate Editor

MCT NEWSWIRE
Chicago DJ Frankie Knuckles performed at the Lovebox Weekender in London’s Victoria Park July 21, 2013. Knuckles—known as the father of house music—died March 
31 at age 59. xx SEE KNUCKLES, PG. 26

xx SEE SWAN, PG. 26

NICOLE MONTALVO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

Angela Conners THE CHRONICLE

The SWAN Art Exhibit: Celebrating Women Artists, was curated in an effort to better represent local female fine 
artists and celebrate the female form.
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ELECTRONIC DANCE MUSIC is every-
where in Chicago. New festivals 
devoted to the bass-throbbing 
genre are constantly being intro-
duced, and, especially at Colum-
bia, it seems like everyone’s a DJ. 
However, few of these millennial 
wubbers would recognize the mu-
sician behind the turntables who 
birthed the genre and who passed 
March 31.

Nobody can agree on who the 
creator of blues or rock ‘n’ roll 
music was, but there is no question 
that the late Frankie Knuckles was 
the first to scratch house music 
and bring electronic music to the 
mainstream. His trademark style— 
using weightless harmonious 
melodies with entrancing beats—
has been adopted by thousands of 
DJs since.

In honor of his passing, here are 
the most seminal Knuckles tracks. 

1.“Your Love” (1987)
One of the all-time 
Chicago house 
classics, Knuckles 

produced this glittery track with 
local singer Jamie Principle. The 
track later provided the bed for the 
dance standard “You Got the Love,” 
by The Source featuring Candi 
Stanton and is currently reentering 
the charts thanks to a Facebook 
rally to get the legend to No. 1. 
Complete with cascading synthe-
sizers, crashing 808s and Princi-
ple’s sensual R&B sound, “Your 
Love” is one of the genre’s sexiest 
and most emotive tracks.

 2. “The Whistle 
Song” (1991)
When “The Whistle 
Song” was released, 

instrumentals weren’t played on the 
radio beyond smooth jazz stations. 
However, the infectious, dreamy 

tune reached No. 17 in England and 
even appeared in a Nestea com-
mercial. This track, written and 
produced by Knuckles, was the first 
to introduce the flute to house.
3. “Tears” (1989)

For this groovy mix, 
Knuckles worked 
with Satoshi Tomiie 
and Robert Owens of 

Fingers Inc. The animated bassline 
serves as a hallmark in growing 
disco music into the thumping 
dance music of today.

4. “Rock With 
You” (1989)
Knuckles pushes the 
Michael Jackson 

hit  into the “deep house” category 
while maintaining the original 
quality of the track by following its 
natural ebb and flow. This remix 
truly showcases Knuckles’ musical 
talent and the legendary innova-
tion that still survives him.

The house Knuckles built

eornberg@chroniclemail.com

WHAT KIND OF UNDERWEAR DESCRIBES YOU? 
 “Commando, because underwear are restricting.”

SHELBIE JANOCHA
senior creative writing major

WHAT KIND OF UNDERWEAR DESCRIBES YOU?
“A jock strap, because I’m the perfect package.”

DJ HOWARD
senior creative writing major

WHAT KIND OF UNDERWEAR DESCRIBES YOU?
“Thong, because they have no panty lines.”

JESSICA COOK
sophomore photography major

WHAT KIND OF UNDERWEAR DESCRIBES YOU?
“Clean, because I don’t wanna be gross.”

AUSTIN JONES
junior audio arts & acoustics major

Photos Angela Conners THE CHRONICLE

PHANTOGRAM
Riviera Theatre

4746 N. Racine Ave.
8 p.m.
$26+

Thursday, April 10

COSMONAUTS
Double Door

1572 N. Milwaukee Ave.
8 p.m.

$8 

Thursday, April 10

THE JEZABELS
Lincoln Hall

2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
8 p.m. 
$15

Tuesday, April 8

MIKE POSNER
Schuba’s

3159 N. Southport Ave.
8 p.m.
$20+

Monday, April 7

CLEAR PLASTIC MASKS

Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.

8:30 p.m.
$10

Sunday, April 13

GOLDROOM
Primary Nightclub
5 W. Division St. 

10 p.m.
$10+

Saturday, April 12

JULIANNA BARWICK

Constellation
3111 N. Western Ave. 

9:30 p.m.
$12

Saturday, April 12

SHINING
Metro

3730 N. Clark St.
8 p.m.
$21+

Friday, April 11

JAY FARRAR (SON VOLT)

City Winery
1200 W. Randolph St.

8 p.m.
$26+

Friday, April 11
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THE LAST TIME Mac DeMarco played 
at The Empty Bottle, 1035 N. West-
ern Ave, was in July 2013. At the 
time, the young Canadian lo-fi indie 
rocker was just finishing recording 
his new album Salad Days, released 
on April 1, 2014 as a follow-up to 
his lyrically dense and sonically 
hazy sophomore album 2. DeMar-
co is bringing his signature sound 
to a tour that includes shows at 
the Empty Bottle as well as stops 
at coveted summer festivals such 
as Osheaga in Montreal and Øya  
in Norway.

Since his last Empty Bottle ap-
pearance, DeMarco’s evolution 
from music nerd to indie superstar 
has been propelled by his often 
confusing contradictory stage pres-
ence, which showcases his tender, 
romantic music. He often strums 
with his tongue out, thrusts toward 
the crowd and slips in and out of a 
British accent while cracking jokes 
between songs. DeMarco’s two 
consecutive sold-out Empty Bottle 
shows showed not only the unlikely 
heartthrob he has become, but also 
how his sun-soaked, guitar-driven 
pop has captured fans and critics 
across the world. 

Before opener Juan Wauters hit 
the stage, the venue was almost full 
and the mood was calm. The first 
sign of excitement came when one 
fan exclaimed giddily, “Oh my God, 

Mac DeMarco brushed against my 
arm outside.” 

Perhaps a few years ago, DeMar-
co’s dreamy, sultry songs would 
have been considered niche to a 
stoner or zealous indie blogger, but 
at The Empty Bottle, a variation of 
ages, genders and styles came to 
show their support. Some seemed 
to have been there simply to see 
what all the buzz was about, while 
others were overheard saying, “Af-
ter tonight, I can die happy.” 

The new album, Salad Days, re-
tains the same pop melodies De-
Marco has been known for, but the 
lyrical content sways toward the 
more personal, with hooks about 
being tired, being in love and being 
lost in life.

DeMarco, wearing his signature 
white and turquoise baseball hat, a 
tucked-in plain white T-shirt and 
blue jeans rolled up to his ankles, 
jumped on stage to shrieks and hol-
lers from the crowd.

“It feels good to be back at The 
Bottle. Let’s relax and have a 
good time,” DeMarco said before 
tearing into  the title track of his  
new album. 

The lyrics, “As I’m getting old-
er, chip up on my shoulder/ Roll-
ing through life, to roll over and 
die,” demonstrate he is an art-
ist unafraid to play daydreamy 
music with lyrics implying 
existential woe. The song progress-
es like a tired stroll down the block 
with repetitive chords that echo 

DeMarco’s ambivalence toward the 
monotony of daily life.

As soon as the song ended, De-
Marco’s improvisational skills took 
center stage when he had to step 
aside to fix a busted guitar string. 
His guitarist then took audience 
questions ranging from, “Do you 
smoke PCP?” to “Can you tell the 
person next to me to stop farting?”

Once these important ques-
tions were answered and guitar 
strings were fixed, DeMarco went 
right back to crooning through a 
few more new songs before pay-
ing homage to his favorite brand of 
cigarettes: “Ode To Viceroy.” The 
live rendition was complete with 
an extended instrumental bridge 
that gave listeners the opportunity 
to hear DeMarco take his breezy 
guitar-playing to new heights on 
a recording. On songs such as “Let 
My Baby Stay,” DeMarco’s falsetto 
reverberated throughout the ven-
ue, using the intimacy of the space  
maximized distortion and effect 
loops hidden underneath his sum-
mery indie-rock sound. 

A few more technical issues halt-
ed the music after the fifth song 
of the set. Despite these hiccups, 
DeMarco’s endearing personality 
made mistakes as much a part of 
the show as the songs themselves. 
When one of the keyboards start-
ed sending out deafening feedback, 
DeMarco played it off with non-
chalance—“f--k these vintage key-
boards,” to which guitarist Peter 

Sagar replied, “Don’t we have mon-
ey to buy better ones?” 

While that may be true, it just 
is not DeMarco’s style. His slack-
er persona only adds more char-
acter to his music. Luckily, the 
keyboard mysteriously began to 
work after DeMarco encouragingly  
thwarted it.

DeMarco closed the night with 
“Still Together,” a nostalgic song 
dedicated to his girlfriend that 
sounds like the end of a high school 

prom. As the 50-minute set came 
to a close, DeMarco told the crowd 
that he would be around if they 
wanted to hang out or buy mer-
chandise, and the crowd stampeded 
to the table.

 DeMarco’s fluid personality is 
part of his appeal. The sincerity of 
his lyrics keeps him grounded as an 
artist who takes his music serious-
ly, but probably not much else. 

Anthony Soave THE CHRONICLE

Indie rocker Mac DeMarco charms the crowd at the Empty Bottle, 1035 N. Western Ave., with his talent April 2.

chronicle@colum.edu

IN THEATERS APRIL 11
Oculus2014.com • Facebook.com/OculusMovie • #SeeYourEvil

THIS FILM IS RATED R. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. Limit two admit-one passes per person. Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia College Chicago students, 
staff , and faculty only and are distributed at the discretion of the promotional partner. Th ose that have received a screening pass or promotional prize within 
the last 90 days are not eligible. Please note: Passes received do not guarantee you a seat at the theater. Seating is on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis, except for 

members of the reviewing press. Th eater is overbooked to ensure a full house. No admittance once screening has begun. All federal, state and local regulations 
apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket, and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Relativity, all promo partners 

and their affi  liates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a ticket. Tickets cannot be 
exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, guest is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. 

Not responsible for lost, delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the guest. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase 
necessary. Participating sponsors, their employees & family members and their agencies are not eligible.

Stop by the offi  ces of the Columbia Chronicle
located at 33 East Congress, Suite 224, Chicago, IL 60605

for your chance to win a pass for two to the special advance 
screening on Wednesday, April 9.

YOU ARE INVITED TO A SPECIAL 
ADVANCE SCREENING

MONDAY, APRIL 7
COLUMBIA CHRONICLE
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Dopey DeMarco shows depth
BRANDON HOWARD
Contributing Writer

concert review
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in 2013, nearly one-third of the dogs impounded by Chicago Animal Care & Control were euthanized, according to a Feb. 4 CACC report. No-kill shelters throughout the city—including 
Found Chicago, 4100 N. Rockwell St.— dedicate their time and often scant resources to ensure that number falls by rehabilitating and otherwise helping nameless or challenged dogs. 
Found Chicago, a nonprofit, strives to meet the specific needs of each dog through individualized care and rehabilitation programs utilizing its 49 Kennels and three training/play rooms. 
Rescues that come to Found Chicago stay an average of three months before finding a permanent home.

         ANTHONY SOAVE | Senior Photo Editor 
 GRACE WILEY | Photo Editor

2

Lost &
 Found

Pitbull puppy Rosie Ray performs 
one of her circus tricks with head 
trainer Sean Alcock by jumping 
on his back. Rosie Ray belongs to 
Jeff Jenkins, the senior trainer at 
Found Chicago. Jenkins and his 
family adopted her from Chicago 
Animal Care & Control and made 
her a  performer in the family 
business, The Midnight Circus. 
Rosie Ray also joins Jenkins at 
youth outreach programs.

Birdie, a former Found Chicago rescue, 
was pulled from Chicago Animal Care & 
Control covered in wounds on the day she 
was scheduled for euthanization. 

Riley, a pitbull-mix, is currently 
attending bootcamp with a trainer. He 
was found by his current owners when 
he was dodging traffic on Chicago’s 
busy streets.
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6

5
Kennel manager and dog trainer Tiffany 
Lewis guides pitbull Taz in the swimming 
pool for a water therapy session. Taz is 
rehabilitating after surgery on both of her 
hind legs. She was confiscated from her 
previous owner due to neglect and was 
a Safe Humane Chicago court case dog 
while at Chicago Animal Care & Control.

Stanley, a pitbull mix, earned a treat of squeeze cheese from 
dog trainer Sean Alcock after finishing a training exercise. 
Stanley was transferred to Found Chicago from a small open-
access shelter that was closing. He was scheduled to be 
euthanized because he had infected wounds on his paw and 
leg, but was recently adopted into a  furever” home.

Bella, a French bulldog-pug mix, receives 
a treat from head trainer Sean Alcock 
during a playtime session with other 
dogs. Bella came to Found Chicago 
for the boot camp training with Alcock 
because she suffers from separation 
anxiety when her owners are away.

Ruby Ixcoy, a cleaning attendant at Found 
Chicago, washes out kennels while the 
dogs are out for their morning walks.

”
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IN WHAT LOOKS like a cross between 
a tavern and a cooking show, 
business-casual twenty and thir-
ty-somethings sit at crowded tables 
and giant booths divided between 
two bars—one for the drinks and 
the other for the meat. Specializ-
ing in smoked meat, clever egg cre-
ations and intensely strong cock-
tails, Bottlefork, 441 N. Clark St., is 
a high-end casual bar that is both 
intimate and inviting. The menu 
is mostly hit-or-miss because of 
the chef ’s daring flavor combina-
tions, but the snack options, alco-
hol-accented desserts and atmo-
sphere make Bottlefork a place  
that gives visitors a savory experi-
ence and a comfortable space to let 
loose in. 

Bottlefork opened in February 
under Rockit Ranch Productions, 
a restaurant and entertainment 
company that owns meat-focused 
eateries Rockit Bar and Grill and 
Rockit Burger Bar in Lakeview. 
Like Rockit Ranch restaurants, 
Bottlefork focuses on artfully pre-
paring locally raised beef with the 
expertise of chef Kevin Hickey. 
However, the skilled execution of 
the smoking process and use of 
meat drippings is more inventive 
than at other Rockit burger joints. 

The gourmet twist on typical 
pub food and delicacies alike can 

be exciting for the taste buds, but 
also harsh in many cases. Big Salty 
Tears ($14) is a potent cocktail 
made with sherries, orange flower 
water, maple, lemon and egg. The 
egg creates a top layer of foam that 
is pleasantly creamy at first but 
eventually leaves the drink tast-
ing like nothing except salt water 
and alcohol. When paired with the 
Wood Grilled Ground Bacon Burger 
($17), the extreme saturated smoky 
flavor is a good match, but the extra 
salt from the meat curing leaves the 
cocktail undrinkable. The Grilled 
Octopus with Homemade Spam 
($17) avoided the salt conundrum, 
but the fragile outside skin was 
completely charred, resulting in an 
overwhelming smoked flavor. 

However, the Losna cocktail 
($14), which contains rum and 
Movie Night tea syrup among other 
ingredients, was satisfyingly sweet 
and paired nicely with the “Bag” of 
Crisps + Eggs ($4). Presented as a 
bag of homemade chips alongside 
a plate with an over-easy egg on it, 
the dish is perfected when the serv-
er pours the egg onto the chips and 
shakes the bag. The result is home-
made potato chips seasoned with 
salt, vinegar and coated in an egg 
sauce that mimics a cheese flavor. 
Even as the egg gets cold and the 
chips become soggy, the snack re-
mains deliciously sweet and salty. 

The “Popcorn” Sweetbreads ($7), 
one of the menu’s snack options, 

are confusing but flavorful. They 
taste like chicken but then a little 
like alligator, a soft white meat, be-
cause of the soft texture. Despite 
the name, sweetbreads are neither 
sweet nor bread. They are actual-
ly the glands of various animals, 
making them surprisingly juicy and 
crunchy with an added spicy kick. 
In general, the snack options offer a 
variety of flavors to enjoy while sip-
ping a creative cocktail. 

Bottlefork’s signature Smoke 
of the Day ($14) combines fresh 
meat drippings daily with whiskey 
for the menu’s ominously named, 
“bartender’s whim.” The whiskey 
is so overpowering that the fla-
vor of meat and the smoke taste 
are nearly unidentifiable, making 
the use of the meat drippings a  
disappointing attempt at flavor. 

Dessert is not an afterthought at 
Bottlefork. Filled with smooth va-
nilla ice cream and rich chocolate, 
the Brandy Sundae ($8) had just 
the right amount of pretzel and a 
Brandy foam finish resulting in a 
vortex of flavor and texture that was  
complete bliss. 

Bottlefork’s clientele, like its 
food, is specific and unique. This 
innovative bar is no place for vege-
tarians or timid foodies, but for the 
niche crowd of adventurous meat 
connoisseurs, Bottlefork may be-
come a neighborhood staple. Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE

Bottlefork, 441 N. Clark St., operated by Rockit Ranch Productions, focuses on perfecting smoked meats and 
creatively mixed drinks. The Wood Grilled Ground Bacon Burger ($17) (above) is smoked in-house.nmontalvo@chroniclemail.com

La Casa is

        Your Casa

Modern, loft-style student residence just minutes away!
•	 All	utilities,	Wi-Fi,	and	cable	TV	included
•	 Free	onsite	fitness	center,	computer	
	 lab,	and	Resource	Center
•	 Fully	furnished	rooms
•	 Across	the	street	from	the	CTA	
	 18th	Street	Pink	Line	station	
•	 Flexible	9-	and	12-month	housing	
	 agreements	available
•	 Must	be	a	full-time	undergraduate-level	college	student

Photos by Anthony May and courtesy of Urbanworks.

Only $695 a month. Space is limited. Apply today!
www.lacasastudenthousing.org
1815 S. Paulina Street
Chicago, IL 60608
312-880-1889
lacasa@resurrectionproject.org

Scan here
to learn more

Bottlefork a smokin’ success
NICOLE MONTALVO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

restaurant review
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THEBUCKINGHAMCHICAGO.COM  •  312.878.3803  • CONNECT WITH US:        

Free Perks Include:
• In-unit Washer and Dryer
• High-speed Wireless Internet
• 42” HDTVs
• 100+ HD and 5 ESPN channels

 

• Fully furnished
• Fitness Center
• Big Screen Movie Theater

Experience better living in a modern, downtown building within walking 
distance to the city’s top colleges and universities, public transportation, 
the lakefront and all the world-class attractions Chicago has to offer.

Living spaces at the Buckingham aren’t dorm rooms — they’re spacious, 
fully furnished apartments. From studios to 4-bedrooms, all units come 
with all the conveniences and amenities of modern apartment living.   

HIGHER LIVING  
MEETS HIGHER  
EDUCATION

NOW LEASING!

Call or email us today to schedule a tour! 

MANAGED BY

Annual leases now offered  •  New rates for shared bedrooms   
2014-15 Academic Year leases
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FIRST KNOWN AS an active member of 
Chicago’s chaotic noise-jazz scene, 
24-year-old singer/songwriter Ry-
ley Walker put aside his effects ped-
als in favor of the simplicity of his 
own voice and acoustic guitar.

Born into a working-class fam-
ily in Rockford, Ill., Walker came 
to Chicago to pursue a college ed-
ucation but dropped out of both 
Columbia and the University of 
Illinois at Chicago to tough it out 
as a songwriter. Walker has played 
guitar in the avant-garde jazz group 
Heat Death and acoustic duo Wy-
oming, composed of Walker and 
double bassist Andrew Young. He is 
currently collaborating with Chris 
Brokaw, the former drummer of 
seminal indie-rock band Codeine.  

His intricate fingerstyle guitar 
playing is imbued with an eclec-
tic blend of world musics, includ-
ing improvisational English and 
American folk tunes, Indian ragas, 
blues and jazz, while Walker’s rug-
ged croon is always on the edge of 
breaking up. 

His debut solo album titled All 
Kinds of You is scheduled for re-
lease April 15 and highlights Walk-
er’s hauntingly sentimental vocals 
and melodic playing. Walker is also 
currently supporting indie-rock 
band Cloud Nothings April 10–May 
3 as part of the North American leg 
of their tour.

The Chronicle caught up with 
Walker to discuss his hometown, 
decision to drop out of college and 
love of improvisation. 

THE CHRONICLE: How old were you 
when you started playing music?

RYLEY WALKER: I was probably 
about 13 years old when I started 
playing guitar. I started in punk 
and hardcore bands growing up and 
none of them were really good, but 
it was fun [and] the polar opposite 
of what I do now. Down the road, I 
started getting really into jazz gui-
tar, so I played a lot of that in high 

This has definitely been the most 
rewarding experience. I’ve got to 
travel a lot doing it, and the stuff I 
came from, like the noise and jazz, 
it’s all part of me. I can’t get rid of 
that. I love it all so much and I’d 
do it all in any second, but at this 
time, I’m pretty occupied with that 
and it’s been fun. It’s been the most 
challenging. I can’t imagine not do-
ing this for the rest of my life, but 
as far as the other stuff, I’m always 
happy to do it if it makes sense.
   To hear more, visit www.windisha-
gency.com/artists/ryley_walker 

school. Then I got really into noise 
music when I was like 18 years old. I 
like really far-out noise jazz—weird 
jams—and for the past four or five 
years, I’ve been focusing on writing 
nice songs. 

What draws you to folk music?

Folk is this thing that belongs to 
the people [and] whether it’s ragas 
or weird blues tunes, English folk 
music, American folk music or lots 
of bebop jazz and free-jazz, it’s all 
surrounded by improvisation.

Describe your songwriting process.

I go to the studio with ideas, but I 
never have a song. The song’s nev-
er really done for me. It’s kind of 
maddening but also really nice at 
the same time. Live, we can make a 
three-minute song, but on a record, 
I go for 10 minutes sometimes. I’m 
lucky enough to play with some of 
the best free-jazz guys in Chicago 
and they really keep me going.

How do your live performances differ 
from studio sessions? 

I just get bored so easy, playing the 
same damn song every night. It’s 
like, how far-out can we make it? 
How weird can we make that sec-
tion? How f--ked up do we make it? 

Why did you decide to drop out  
of college?

To be honest, I’m just not a good 
student. I was more focused on 
smoking a bunch of grass and 
playing guitar all day…. I don’t rec-
ommend that to anybody. I don’t 
think it was the right move neces-
sarily, but it was what I did. I don’t  
regret it.

What defines you as a lyricist?

I definitely have to write from per-
sonal experience. Again, it’s such a 
huge challenge. It’s so in your face. 
I imagine I like to paint a picture 
in my head and I talk about it a lot. 

That’s kind of my approach…. I 
just like the idea of place and time  
and feeling.

What was it like growing up in a town 
like Rockford?

Rockford is a big s--t hole—sorry 
for my language. It’s kind of what 
it’s known for, but my family’s cool. 
It’s just kind of [a] middle-class 
family. My dad and mom are both 
working stiffs. They still work like 
50—60 hours a week all the time. I 
just came from that background of 
having to work really hard to get 
things you like.

How do you think the Cloud Nothings’ 
fans will respond to your music?

Having the polar opposites of mu-
sic, it’s kind of cool. I feel the same 
way [Cloud Nothings] do: You go 
see a show and there’s like three of 
the same band. It’s not really my 
thing.... I think the audience will 
like it a lot. They already have good 
taste in rock music, so I feel like if I 
play well enough, they’ll like it. It’ll 
be a challenge, but it’ll be really fun.

Do you expect to stay true to your ‘Ry-
ley Walker the Folk Musician’ perso-
na, or will you go back to noise?

 Noisy roots, new routes 

Courtesy RYLEY WALKER
Virtuoso guitarist Ryley Walker has hardcore punk and free jazz roots but in the last five years has expanded to folk music, weaving together an ethereal fingerstyle with 
organic improvisation. His debut solo album, All Kinds of You, is scheduled for release April 15. 

MATT MCCALL
Arts & Culture Editor

mmccall@chroniclemail.com

Spring-will-be-here-eventually jams 

TURN! TURN! TURN! Pete Seeger 
EARLY MORNING RAIN Gordon Lightfoot 
LEAVES THAT ARE GREEN Simon & Garfunkel 
TIME HAS TOLD ME Nick Drake
WHITE WINTER HYMNAL Fleet Foxes

HOME Edward Sharpe & the Magnetic Zeros
INDENTIONS Manchester Orchestra 
SIGNS Bloc Party
HERE COMES THE NIGHT TIME Arcade Fire
BELISPEAK Purity Ring

EROS Young the Giant
GROWN OCEAN Fleet Foxes
WINDOWS The Lighthouse and The Whaler
THE SUN We Shot the Moon 
TENENBAUM The Paper Kites

BAD GIRLS M.I.A.
FOXY LADY Jimi Hendrix
HERE COMES THE SUN The Beatles
FOLDING CHAIR Regina Spektor
RENEGADES OF FUNK Rage Against the Machine

Matt McCall, Arts & Culture Editor Kyra Senese, Copy Chief

Liz Earl, Opinions Editor Lindsey Woods, Editor-in-Chief
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DIRECTOR DARREN ARONOFSKY (“Black 
Swan,” “Requiem for a Dream”) has 
taken on a subject rife with contro-
versy for his first big-budget block-
buster “Noah.” A biblical epic is a 
risky project, and religion a divisive 
subject. However, the film’s deliber-
ate visual contrast of good and evil 
resonates with the loosely adapted 
narrative and, despite its faults, 
beautifully illustrates the duality of 
human nature and its potential for 
both love and hate. 

“Noah” follows the title’s Bible 
story at a cursory level, telling the 
tale of mankind’s ark-building sav-
ior, Noah (Russell Crowe), who is 
chosen by God to save the animals 
on Earth by building an ark to sur-
vive a great flood conjured  by God 
to cleanse the world of humanity’s 
irredeemable sin.

The film’s loose interpretation of 
the scriptural text has many Chris-
tians justifiably upset. While some 
changes are minor, such as Noah 
receiving his instructions through 
dreams rather than from God him-
self, other changes are odd and ex-
ists only to set the screen version 
apart. The rock monsters sent by 
God to help Noah build and defend 
the ark are laughably strange. In  
addition, Noah turns maniacal to-
ward the final third of the film, be-
lieving that all vestiges of mankind, 
including his family, must be elim-
inated from the Earth. The touch-
es are sometimes successful, as in 
the case of the visual metaphors of 
Noah’s dreams, but Noah’s brood-
ing transformation is needlessly 
confusing and sacrifices character 
development for suspense. 

“Noah” weaves a universal tale 
of corruption and redemption 
through the personal narrative of 
one family facing impending doom. 
Noah, along with his wife Naameh, 
played by Jennifer Connelly (“A 
Beautiful Mind,” “Requiem for a 
Dream”), his three sons—Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth—and adopted 
daughter, Ila (Emma Watson), are 
shown in several early scenes to 
establish their close-knit relation-
ship. Noah even defends his family 
from a group of malicious vagrants, 
killing them mercilessly. In a cor-
rupt world, his family is the last ex-
ample of the good in humanity.

“Noah” shifts between God’s mir-
acles and brutally graphic displays 
of wickedness. The scenes where 
the Earth’s animals gather togeth-
er are majestic and intimidating, 
with sweeping shots and comput-
er-generated imagery that accentu-
ate the scope of God’s power.  That 
beauty is juxtaposed with horrific 
and disturbing images of death 
and violence, depicting a graphic 
apocalypse that will not disappoint  
the imagination. 

In one well-shot scene, Noah 
stumbles into a camp led by the 
antagonistic king Tubal-cain (Ray 
Winstone), a reference to the bib-
lical Cain who introduced mur-
der on Earth by killing his brother 
Abel. The disgusting scene depicts 
rape and mutilation of animals.  
   When the flood finally comes, 
Noah and his family sit safe-
ly around a fire in the ark, as the  

chilling last screams of the dying 
echo outside. 

The supporting cast and their 
narratives bog down the film. In 
particular, Noah’s son Ham, played 
by Logan Lerman (“Gamer,” “Per-
cy Jackson & the Olympians: The 
Lightning Thief ”) is the stereotyp-
ical whiny teenager probably more 
at home in a Lifetime TV movie 
than a biblical epic. He witnesses 
the power of God first-hand when 
Noah plants a seed and a forest 
grows instantly, yet Ham is only 
concerned with finding a wife be-
fore the flood. He begrudges his 
father throughout the film for de-
nying him said booty call, even go-
ing so far as to plot his murder with 
Tubal-cain. His motivations are 
inconsistent to the point of idiocy. 

The writing makes him both un-
predictably stupid and predictably 
one-dimensional.

Noah’s attempt to both protect 
his family and serve God is han-
dled with care during the first half 
of the film. Crowe’s nuanced por-
trayal of the gruff but caring Noah 
is one of his best performances 
in years. For him, the writing is 
remarkable. There are almost no 
wasted words from Noah, and the 
dynamic between Crowe and Con-
nelly is believable in a way mar-
riages are rarely depicted in histor-
ical dramas. Even when the two say 
nothing, a subtle glance or touch 
displays understanding and love, 
making Naameh’s shock at Noah’s 
sudden change toward the end of 
the film all the more poignant.  

Yet, the treatment of Noah’s 
character near the end of the film 
is baffling. While he is heroic in the 
beginning, he becomes homicid-
al once faced with the possibility 
of a pregnant Ila. His assumption 
that God wants him to kill infants 
is strange and sudden, but shows 
that even the righteous falter. 
His subsequent refusal to kill the 
newborn twins out of a love for 

people and his family completes  
his salvation. 

“Noah” successfully uses a bibli-
cal tale to focus on a universal story 
of morality and family. While the 
film’s narrative execution some-
times falters, the message that  the 
consequences of arrogance can be 
redeemed through love does not. 

IMDB

shall@chroniclemail.com

STEPHEN HALL
Film Critic

If a SFS Financial Hold was recently placed on your  
account you were notified via LoopMail.  Be sure to resolve 
any holds in order to avoid account restrictions. For more 
information on potential restrictions visit the Financial Holds 
section at colum.edu/payeridentities.

If you are unsure how to resolve a Financial Hold, please 
contact SFS so we can assist. You can contact SFS at 
866.705.0200 or by dropping into the office in person.
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HoldS Began on 
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film review

‘Noah’ rocks the boat, nearly capsizes



James DeRogatis, a lecturer in 
the English Department and host 
of Sound Opinions, a music talk 
show aired on many radio stations, 
had interviewed Knuckles for his 
show and worked with him at an 
event in 2012 at the Museum of  
Contemporary Art.

“Frankie was an incredibly warm 
and kind man and was infinite-
ly huggable,” DeRogatis said. “He 
radiated this sense of passion for 
community and helped build the 
Chicago house scene. He was the 
cornerstone of it.” 

DeRogatis said Knuckles’ sound 
was known as the music of the 
dispossessed youth because it was 
very popular among gay youth, Lati-
nos and blacks. He said Knuckles 
was an essential part of the group 
of house artists who envisioned 
the genre when disco music—from 
which house music is derived—be-
came increasingly less popular in 
mainstream music. 

Knuckles did not like to be put 
on a pedestal, preferring to be sur-
rounded by all different people en-

joying his music, DeRogatis said, 
adding that he created a communal 
spirit at his riveting performances.

“In Chicago, [Knuckles] could 
walk down the street and no one 
would know him, [except] those of 
us in that community [who] would 
greet him like a god,” DeRogatis 
said. “It’s not that Frankie didn’t 
think he was a star. Frankie thought 
every single person in the [venue] 
on any given night was a star.”

Monica Hairston O’Connell, the 
executive director of the Center for 
Black Music Research at Columbia, 
said Knuckles’s death was a major 
blow to the college community. The 
center is in the process of acquiring 
Knuckles’ music for its burgeoning 

house music collection. 
O’Connell said she approached 

Knuckles because he was promi-
nent in the city house scene and she 
wanted to promote his presence.

 “He was really good at being an 
architect of creating time,” O’Con-
nell said. “People would be able 
to dance for hours without real-
izing how much time had passed. 
It’s a great loss for Chicago and  
the world.”

women’s art are intended to serve a  
noble purpose.

“[Because] it may be difficult for 
women to get their art shown and 
appreciated, having other places 
which are devoted [exclusively] to 

women’s art makes sense to me,” 
Erdman said. “It may be a tempo-
rary need, but it is something we 
need [now].”

nmontalvo@chroniclemail.com
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Frankie was an incredibly warm man 
and infinitely huggable.”

- James DeRogatis

“It’s not everyday that women 
are recognized, not just profes-
sionally, but especially in the art 
world,” Gadson said. “[SWAN Day 
is] a good motivator [and] it brings 
women together. I think it’s great.” 

Joan Erdman, professor of an-
thropology and cultural studies at 
Columbia and a working an-
thropologist herself, said the 
global adoption of SWAN 
Day shows widespread 
interest in recognizing 
the artwork of women.

“SWAN Day seems 
to me to be an op-
portunity for women 
artists, first of all, 
to be more known, 
and secondly, to 
group together to 
recognize in each 
other the strengths 
women artists have 
and to bring a kind 
of continuing atten-
tion to art made by 
women,” Erdman 
said.

Erdman said cate-
gorizing women’s art 
separately within the 
art world could detract 
from the significance 
of it in some people’s 
minds, adding that Chi-
cago’s SWAN Day Art 
Exhibit and galleries for Graphic by Erik Rodriguez THE CHRONICLE
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Although it is never fun or humorous 
to be pulled over by a police officer, 

it is hilarious when police officers pull someone over 
for following the law. In this video, a real police officer 
pulls over unsuspecting drivers for following the speed 
limit, buckling their seat belts and wearing  helmets. 
Making things even funnier, the cop hands out $100 
as a reward. The drivers’ reactions range from incred-
ulous to shaking with nerves, but the stand-out star is 
the cop, who doesn’t flinch the entire time.  

Check it out at Youtube.com/Break

The whole 9th season was bad: The final season it-
self was just a mess. It was spent focused on Barney and 
Robin’s wedding (SPOILER ALERT: they get divorced) and 
drags out one weekend for 24 episodes. Talk about boring. 

Ends on death: (SPOILER ALERT) The mother who we 
have been waiting to meet dies. Major plot twist. Her death 
is introduced so quickly that I had to re-watch the scene to 
be sure. One minute, Ted and Tracy, the mother, are getting 
married and the next she’s in the hospital. Not cool.  

The energy boost: Ted and Robin end up together. Now 
I’m not one to ship couples, but I was totally rooting for 
Barney and Robin. But, of course, the writers had to ruin 
all my hopes and dreams. Barney and Robin get divorced 
after three years and Ted comes to her window with that 
blue French horn from season one. If you were going to take 
that route, why not just end the show after the first season?

Bob Saget just disappears: Saget as older Ted’s 
voice-over disappears in the final episode. I was hoping for 
a cameo when we finally end up in the year 2030 as Ted 
tells his kids about their mother. 

Friends no more: The group eventually falls apart. 
The second half of the finale shows the future, and the 
five best friends have slowly drifted apart. The awkward 
tension between them when they hang out again makes 
you die a little inside. Overall, it was an ending I wish  
never happened. 

You had a bad day: You’re already running late to your 
morning class and you missed the Red Line train by one 
minute and the next train passes you by going express. Face 
it: You’re going to need that pick-me-up during your hour-
long lunch break, so load up on the guac while you can! Be-
sides, everyone needs to get their daily serving of greens now  
and then.

It will make you happy: When you’re stressed out from 
a long day of crunching numbers and avoiding your boss at 
work, slap the guac on your burrito to satisfy that ultimate 
hunger with optimum-tasting pleasure and elevate your 
mood to new heights. Getting high off of the green never 
felt so right. 

Comfort food: When your significant other wants to start 
seeing other people because you’re “drifting apart,” splurge 
for the guac! Everyone knows you’d rather sob into a burrito 
filled with gooey green goodness anyway.

Why not?:  You found $20 in your pocket the morning 
after? Get some guac! You have every reason to get one, 
maybe even two extra scoops! Just pray the cashier forgets 
to ring up the extra helping of guac so you can keep coming 
back for more!  

It’s good luck: Last but certainly not least, anytime you 
pass a Chipotle restaurant and don’t order a burrito with 
guacamole, you will be cursed with misfortunes aplenty. 
Now stuff your burrito ‘til it’s breaking point and prepare to 
rock out with your guac out!

The J. Parker: There’s nothing better than hanging out 
on a rooftop bar, especially when it is a classy rooftop bar 
and you have a gin & tonic and an awesome view of the 
lake. It’s the type of place you go to feel really great about 
yourself for living in Chicago. With its prime Lincoln Park 
location and close proximity to the lake, it’s a hot spot in 
the summer time. Stop by some time at 1816 N. Clark St.

North Avenue Beach: It is clearly the best place to play 
some sand volleyball, and it is within walking distance of 
bars. It’s a good place to be for people who claim to work 
out but really just drink their calories. It also has one of the 
best views of the North Side skyline.  

Wrigley Field: I’m honestly not the biggest baseball fan, 
but Cubs games ARE fun. There’s something I’ve missed 
about paying a little too much for an ice cold Old Style on 
one of Chicago’s hottest days.    

Cesar’s Killer Margaritas: Located at 2924 N. Broad-
way, the margaritas at Cesar’s are huge, delicious and re-
freshing, making it the perfect place to go on a summer 
day when there’s nothing else to do. Also, there’s usually a 
Groupon offer that should keep your wallet happy.   

Backyard cookouts: There’s nothing better than 
hanging out with a close group of friends, bringing your 
own six-pack and throwing some food on the grill. It’s 
the epitome of a summer night and it proves you don’t 
have to go too far or get too fancy to thoroughly enjoy a  
Chicago summer.  

REASONS THE “HOW I MET YOUR 
MOTHER” FINALE SUCKED

REASONS TO GET EXTRA GUACAMOLE ON 
YOUR CHIPOTLE BURRITO 

PLACES TO GET A DRINK WHEN THE 
WEATHER WARMS UP
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Grace Wiley Photo EditorAnthony Soave Senior Photo EditorAngela Conners Photo Editor

Focusing on marginalized cultures 
and quiet people, this photojour-

nalism blog collects the best shots from around the 
world every day and publishes them as coherent sto-
ries with captions that humanize some of the world’s 
most secretive cultures and ongoing conflicts. Recent 
features include “Traditional Morocco” and “Tibet,” 
but some of the features are also news-based, cap-
turing life and events in remote locations such as 
Palestine and Southern China.

Check it out at FotoJournalismus.tumblr.com

NOT SAFE  
FOR WORK

YOUR ONLINE TIME 
WASTERS OF THE WEEK

BLOG: Fotojournalismus

VIDEO: Break’s Good Cop Pull 
Over Prank

TOP

Grace Wiley THE CHRONICLE
Guitarist Félix Rodríguez and the Swedish indie-rock band The Sounds took to the Metro, 3730 N. Clark St., April 3 to promote their new album, Weekend, during their North American Tour. The Sounds are famous for their songs “Tony the Beat,” “Painted by Numbers” and “Shake Shake Shake.”
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Argo Tea GrubHub Kashi Pita Crisps Zesty SalsaLululemon’s April Fools’ Prank

Pop Psychology by Neon Trees

“Unravelling man” by Kristin Ohlson on Aeon.co
“Talking to Girls about the Good Ol’ Number-Two  

Taboo” by Caisa Ederyd

“The Mindy Project” Season 2 “The Tonight Show’s” #myworstcarDavid Letterman’s retirement announcement “The SIngle Moms Club”

Argo Tea’s products are delightful. I bought the 
strawberry pepper and the green tea with gin-
ger twist, and they were both mind-blowingly 
awesome. I’m slightly addicted and have been 
drinking it religiously every night before I go to 
bed since. —M. Castellucci

GrubHub is convenient for long nights at The 
Chronicle, but the minimum delivery fee at 
most restaurants is outrageous. I often have 
to decide between hunger or spending $15 on 
dinner. The decision scares me away and I just 
get my usual at Panera Bread. —M. Castellucci

These salsa pita chips are the perfect mid-day 
wakeup call after lunch. With a little kick of 
spice, the crisps are made from seven whole 
grains, vegetables and spices. They put a new 
spin on the typical afternoon snack at just 
120 calories per serving. —N. Craig

Spray-on yoga pants were the hot item for sale 
on Lululemons’ website for April Fools’. I would 
have been convinced if the can didn’t look like 
Pledge cleaner and the spray-on pants didn’t 
look so splotchy. The price for one can was set 
at $1,200. Sorry, not amused. —N. Craig

Head or Heart by Christina Perri 
Perri usually delivers diverse and beautiful 
tracks, but her latest album fails to do so. 
Marked by an apparent need to release an-
other album, the tracks feel rushed and have 
no unifying theme aside from a desperate at-
tempt to make money. —T. Eagle 

Cope by Manchester Orchestra
Frontman Andy Hull promised that Manches-
ter Orchestra’s latest album, Cope, would be 
unrelenting compared to the band’s earlier 
work, but that promise was not fulfilled. The 
April 1 release was a good listen but fell short 
of Hull’s hype. —K. Senese

Here and Nowhere Else by Cloud Nothings
After being disappointed by the single they 
released in January, Cloud Nothings renewed 
my love with their new LP. The tracks have their 
signature ragged punk sound. Even the last 
single is much more than I could have hoped 
for. —E. Earl

Neon Trees is not straying from its traditional 
alternative-rock style with a techno twist. The 
tracks are upbeat without turning into throw-
back ‘90s pop songs, but there may not be 
enough variety in their music to hold fans’ in-
terest. —S. Schleider

“Tales from the Millennial Sexual Revolution”  
by Alex Morris 

Rolling Stones’ condescending “exploration” 
of millennials’ sexuality captures the rare ex-
ceptions to the norm and suggests it is true 
for the majority. The characters this writer dug 
up from the depths of sexual depravity don’t 
represent my generation. —E. Earl

This deeply moving article describes the life of 
a man who has bipolar disorder. His life is fall-
ing apart because of lacking family support 
and proper medication. The writer captures 
the most human moments of this man’s life 
and pulls the readers’ hearts apart. —E. Earl

“The Spurs’ great H-E-B commercial legacy”  
by Shea Serrano

Growing up as a Spurs fan who visited San 
Antonio yearly, I took interest in their TrueHoop 
blog, particularly a timeline of commercials 
the team has done with a local Texas grocery 
store. Basketball? Nostalgia? Advertising? I’m 
in heaven. —K. Rich

Congratulations, Vice. You are so #edgy and 
#unique that you have covered the hard-hit-
ting taboos like girls talking about pooping. I 
really could have gone without reading this—it 
was far from thought-provoking and a pure 
waste of my time. —K. Rich

Although the main character can be annoying, 
this season has been hilarious. The episodes 
always make me laugh, and watching hunky 
doctor Danny Castellano struggle with his ro-
mantic feelings for Mindy consistently makes 
my heart soar. —M. Castellucci

Jimmy Fallon’s segment “#hashtags” asked 
viewers to tweet about their worst car. The 
hilarious submissions included a car that 
wouldn’t stop independently honking, string-
operated windshield wipers and a smoking 
steering wheel. It was funny! —M. McCall

Letterman’s April 2 retirement announcement 
was heartfelt and easy-going. Although Letter-
man is 66 years old, his jokes—ranging from 
Lady Gaga to allergy season—are fresh. This is 
the way to go out—not with a bang, but with a 
chuckle. —T. Walk-Morris

Tyler Perry continues to deliver monotonously 
formulaic films, and his latest project is no 
exception. While the premise and writing are 
good for a few laughs, the plot is predictable 
and the attempted drama is slightly exhaust-
ing to watch. —T. Eagle
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CITY EDITORIAL

SMARTPHONES HAVE ENABLED many 
businesses to pitch directly to 
consumers, and ridesharing 
companies Lyft, Uber and Sidecar 
have taken full advantage of the 
technology. These car-sharing apps 
are wildly popular in Chicago, but 
legislation presented at the March 
27 meeting of the Committee on 
License and Consumer Protection 
would unduly regulate rideshares 
at consumers’ expense.

The legislation follows 
complaints from taxi companies 
that rideshares unfairly poach 
customers by evading the city’s 
stringent taxi regulations. The 
city responded March 27 with 
an excessive ordinance that 
would impose a $25,000 annual 
fee on rideshare drivers, require 
companies to conduct more 
thorough background checks and 
certify that  all their independent 
drivers are insured. 

Though rideshares and cabs 
are clearly not on level ground, 
rideshares are the business model 
of the future. The city should bring 
the taxis up to speed with this 
business model rather than force 
rideshares to pay crippling fees.

There are hundreds of Lyft 
drivers in Chicago, according to 
spokeswoman Katie Dally. She 
said drivers pocket 80 percent of 
the fare, but the company does not 
keep record of their hourly rates. 
However, hourly earnings tend to 
average $15 to $25, according to 

WHEN A STUDENT has a personal 
disagreement with a professor, the 
two should ideally sort it out them-
selves—however, that does not 
always happen. As reported March 
31 by The Chronicle, such was the 
case when a student complained 
last semester about Humanities, 
History & Social Sciences profes-
sor Iymen Chehade’s “The Israeli/
Palestinian Conflict” class.

The student, who considered 
content of Chehade’s class biased, 
complained to Department 
Chair Steven Corey, according 
to the March 31 report. Instead 
of instructing the student to 
discuss his or her concerns with 
Chehade, Corey held a meeting 
with Chehade during which 
Chehade claims Corey told him to 
be more balanced. However, Corey 
maintains it was only a discussion 
and that he gave no such directive. 
Either way, the problem should 
have been handled first between 
Chehade and the student, shedding 
light on Columbia’s flawed 
complaint system.

The current system allows 
students to bypass their professors 
with complaints, and incoming 
Provost Stan Wearden should 
re-evaluate the process to avoid 
similar brouhahas in the future.

The college currently has 
a written policy detailing a 
procedure for students who have 
complaints that instructs them to 
make every possible effort to solve 
the disagreement directly with 
their professor before bringing the 
issue to the administrative level. 
The policy requires that every 
step of the complaint process 
be documented but pertains 
solely to academic grievances. 
Other complaints, such as sexual 
harassment and discrimination 
are covered by the college’s anti-
discrimination and harassment 
policy, but that policy is not 
comprehensive enough to cover 
issues such as those of perceived 
bias, fairness or civility—common 
subjects of student complaints. 

For example, when a student 
has a cultural background causing 
him or her to take personal offense 
at the content of a required class, 
the student should discuss any 
concerns about the material with 

a Los Angeles Lyft driver’s Sept. 
20 Ask Me Anything session 
on Reddit.com. By comparison, 
Chicago taxi drivers brought home 
an average income of $25,010 in 
2012, approximately $12.02 an 
hour for a 40-hour week, according 
to May 2013 Bureau of Labor 
Statistics data, even though many 
taxi drivers work more than 40 
hours per week.

Although taxis and rideshares 
offer the same service, rideshares 
are decidedly unregulated 
while taxis must meet a host of 
requirements before hitting the 
streets. Therefore, regulating the 
rideshare industry would level the 
playing field without rendering the 
service the same. As of February 
2013, Chicago taxi companies 
pay an average of $344,000 per 
medallion to get an authorized 
vehicle on the road, according to 
the Department of Business Affairs 
and Consumer Protection. 

With increasing demand for 
rideshare services, it would be 
unwise to burden the budding 
industry with steep taxation and 
rigorous regulation. Instead, 
the city should take this time 
of transition as an opportunity 
for the cab industry to advance. 
Rideshares are popular because 
they provide better service at 
a fraction of the cost, plus the 
drivers are friendlier, the cars 
are cleaner and there is a shorter 
wait when ordering a car. While 

the professor instead of going 
directly to the department chair. 
But because the system only 
mandates that a student attempt 
to solve grade and attendance 
disagreements with the professor, 
students can go straight to the 
department with other issues.

That being said, there are cases 
in which a professor is contentious 
and students feel uncomfortable 
approaching him or her with a 
concern. Because the system needs 
to move forward no matter who 
is at fault, the department chair 
should decide how to proceed with 
disciplinary action.

Columbia needs to revise its 
systems to prevent anonymous 
complaints that can stir up 
avoidable controversy. Other 
colleges, such as the City 
University of New York, assign 
a mediator, or “fact finder,” 
to study the particulars of a 
complaint and determine whether 
it is founded. This allows the 
university to evaluate complaints 
on an individual basis without 
overstretching resources or 
establishing a system that would 
needlessly limit professors and 
rob students of the opportunity to 
receive the best education possible.

Columbia also needs to more 
clearly define what constitutes a 
frivolous complaint so it does not 
have to grant the same priority 
to every report filed before an 
investigation is conducted. 
Some students are more likely to 
complain or project frustrations 
about poor grades onto professors 
who do not deserve it, and if the 
college does not carefully evaluate 
each instance as it occurs, unfair 
punishments or dismissals could 
be the result.

The new provost will take 
office July 1, as reported March 
17 by The Chronicle. During the 
summer break, Wearden should 
review the college’s complaint 
system, focusing on ways to 
inform students of how to voice 
their concerns appropriately. 
The classroom is a forum for 
sharing competing and sometimes 
controversial ideas, but it should 
also be a safe and respectful 
atmosphere, not one  
of antagonism.

Student complaint 
system needs revision 

the legislation is working to level 
the playing field, cab companies 
and drivers should improve their 
customer service if they want to 
compete with rideshares.

However, it can’t be ignored 
that Lyft, Uber and Sidecar are 
operating within a legal loophole 
that needs to be closed for riders’ 
safety. Although the companies 
claim to do background checks on 
drivers, a Feb. 14 Chicago Tribune 
report revealed that an applicant 
with a criminal record and poor 
driving history bypassed Uber’s 
employment check. 

The city needs to increase 
regulations on rideshares 
while avoiding the excessive 
requirements imposed on taxi 
drivers. The government’s 
tight grip on cabbies prohibits 
them from competing with the 
loosely regulated rideshares, but 
crushing these consumer-friendly 
companies is not the solution. 
The city-mandated insurance 
requirements and background 
checks are imperative, but the 
steep fees could discourage drivers 
from participating and in turn 
make the system more expensive 
for potential drivers.

The rideshare and taxi 
industries compete for the same 
pool of customers, but the city 
government needs to regulate them 
equally to prevent conflict and 
serve Chicago’s citizens in the best  
way possible.

Rideshare regulations prove unfare
Erik Rodriguez THE CHRONICLE



STUDENT POLLDo you prefer to use rideshare services or taxis?

“Rideshares, definitely, because they’re cheaper.  
You can see who’s coming, what kind of car they 
have, so it’s safer, more convenient and it’s half 
the price of a taxi.”

“[Taking taxis] doesn’t seem safe to me. I’m not 
comfortable in them. You don’t know the person 
and you’re just getting in the car. I wouldn’t do 
[ridesharing], and I wouldn’t recommend it, either.”

“Rideshares. I believe they’re cheaper ... and 
they’re more convenient. One of my friends had 
a bad experience with them, and they rectified it 
by giving her free credits.”

Matthew Robinson junior business & entrepreneurship major Demitra Bell freshman music major Thomas Redmond senior business & entrepreneurship major
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not the only ones at fault for the 
problems that stem from these 
advertisements. Women need to 
recognize that the advertising 
industry achieves an elite form of  
beauty and attraction not always 
accessible for most women. I 
cannot Photoshop smaller thighs 
or a slimmer waist on my body and 
sport that look in my everyday life. 
Most people do not think about 
the human element when viewing 
advertisements, accelerating the 
unrealistic views that American 
women have of themselves.

Thin models have long been 
the face of cultural imagery, but 
they have received increasing 
amounts of criticism because 
more brands are working to spread 
a positive body image in their 
advertisements. However, this does 
not mean that thin women should 
be looked down upon—it simply 
means brands should represent the 
realistic consumer.

 If brands want to catch 
consumers’ attention and alter 
harmful advertising norms, they 
should embrace the various 
ethnicities, cultures, races and 
body types of the people who 
purchase their products. 

Revived national science interest could mean starry future

NEARLY 35 YEARS after Carl Sagan’s 
TV show “Cosmos” introduced a 
generation to the understandings 
of astronomy and the origins of 
life, astrophysicist Neil deGrasse 
Tyson suited up boldly to revive 
the show. With glossy graphics and 
neat illustrations to explain the 
most timely research on life in the 
universe, the show has great poten-
tial to reignite the public’s interest 
in science.

Tyson may receive criticism 
for playing mouthpiece for a 
seemingly objective profession—he 
espouses fairly biased viewpoints 
about evolution and climate 
change—but the show is a critical 
undertaking that could generate 
support for scientific research. 
Every Sunday night, he presents 

SOME CLOTHING BRANDS have recent-
ly strayed from using pencil-thin, 
traditionally beautiful women to 
model their clothing with cam-
paigns that attempt to portray 
“real” women. However, one 
brand’s campaign subtly reinforces 
the stereotype that smart women 
aren’t typically associated  
with beauty.

Online retailer Betabrand 
replaced supermodels with models 
who double as Ph.D. holders or 
doctoral candidates in their spring 
“smart” clothing line campaign to 
show that women with doctorates 
are beautiful, too. After the brand’s 
founder reached out to a Stanford 

a broad topic, such as natural 
selection or the development of the 
public view of science throughout 
the ages, encapsulating history, 
public policy, religion and science 
all in one beautifully written script. 
The show’s March 9 premiere drew 
8.5 million viewers, according to 
a March 10 Hollywood Reporter 
report, but newcomers may join in 
throughout the show’s 13-episode 
stint on Fox. Whether or not 
viewership is Tyson’s endgame, 
he is a beacon of hope for the 
scientific community wishing that 
public favor—and funding—could 
bring it to the forefront again.

Funding for scientific research 
in the U.S. has stagnated since the 
1980s. A survey of 3,700 scientific 
researchers across the nation 
found that federal funding for their 
programs fell so significantly that 
66 percent of them had to postpone 
research, according to an Aug. 29 
report from the American Society 
for Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology. Only 2 percent were able 
to cover the reduction with private 

University neuropsychology 
graduate about modeling the spring 
clothing line, the company posted a 
casting call via Facebook and chose 
20 of the 60 applications from 
around the world. 

 Although the brand showcases 
real, ambitious women wearing 
Betabrand’s clothing, its effort 
to portray a more realistic image 
of women falls short because the 
campaign not only lacks ethnic and 
cultural diversity, but also because 
the selected women resemble thin, 
conventionally beautiful models. 

The campaign mirrors the recent 
efforts of other brands that have 
begun marketing to the “average 
woman.” National retail giants 
such as Abercrombie & Fitch and 
Lululemon’s exclusivist comments 
received backlash for shunning 
plus-size shoppers. American 
Eagle’s lingerie line, Aerie, 
announced it would no longer 

ELIZABETH EARL
Opinions Editor

ncraig@chroniclemail.com

funding and more than half of the 
respondents knew a colleague who 
lost a job, according to the report.

The great scientific strides of the 
1980s—such as the development 
of nanotechnology and the 
identification of HIV—were largely 
funded using federal dollars. From 
1980–1990, federal science and 
engineering funding climbed from 
$11 billion to $21 billion, but stalled 
in the 1990s and declined between 
1995 and 1996. With the added 
financial strain in the aftermath of 
the Great Recession, funding for 
science has fallen even further. In 
2011, funding dipped 9 percent, 

according to the National Science 
Foundation.

Fortunately, the 2015 federal 
budget includes $135.4 billion in 
total research and development 
funding, a 1.2 percent increase 
from the 2014 budget, according 
to an analysis from the American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Science. Although funding has 
since increased, the National 
Institutes of Health will see less 

retouch models in its underwear 
advertisements. Dove also vowed 
to advertise with everyday women 
in mind in their Campaign for Real 
Beauty, which displays women of 
different ethnicities and body types 
in undergarments.  

As professional and driven as 
they may be, The Ph.D. models 
still imply women have to be 
conventionally beautiful to 
model clothing. If Betabrand had 
not announced that the spring 
collection models have Ph.D.s, the 
women would not be perceived 

much differently from those 
selected by a modeling agency. 

As a plus-size fashionista and 
fashion blogger, I have fallen in 
love with a brand of clothing that I 
could not fit into. Constantly being 
excluded from mainstream fashion 
lines, there are days I want to give 
up on being fashionable and settle 
for comfortable sweats or leggings. 

than a 1 percent increase, whereas 
NASA and the Environmental 
Protection Agency will lose 
funding, according to the analysis.

The sciences need a champion 
with a clear voice to push the 
government to devote more 
resources to research and 
development funds. In an NSF 
survey published Jan. 1, 14 percent 
of Americans said they had no 
interest in the sciences and only 
16 percent said they regularly 
follow science and technology 
news. Sagan was science’s voice 
from the late 1970s until he died 
of pneumonia in 1996, and some 
of his broadcasts survive as 
motivational speeches verging 
on poetry, such as “Pale Blue Dot” 
and “We Humans are Capable of 
Greatness,” but public enthusiasm 
for science continues to wane.  

However, science has not 
disappeared entirely from popular 
culture. The millennial generation 
had several science-based TV 
programs to watch as children, 
including “Bill Nye the Science 
Guy” and even the overdramatized 
“MythBusters.” Those shows were 
not at all the national phenomenon 
that Sagan’s “Cosmos” was, but 
perhaps the writing and delivery 
will give astronomy the appeal to 
recapture the American psyche.

Tyson’s antics on “Cosmos” 
may be a little corny at times—the 

However, for some fashion 
enthusiasts, the psychological 
problems they can develop from 
viewing these advertisements are 
far worse and sometimes brands 
lose profits to perfection. 

A 2012 study published by 
Organizational Behavior and 
Human Decision Process, a journal 
that publishes behavioral research, 
found that excessive exposure to 
brands that use very thin models 
in their ads can cause depression 
and low self-esteem, resulting 
in decreased brand satisfaction 
among consumers.

Today, many consumers look 
for brands that are inclusive of 
all races, genders, body types and 
cultures. Neglecting to advertise 
the real faces and bodies of 
American women is blatantly 
harmful to youth and young women 
who strive to achieve certain body 
weights or ideas of beauty, many of 
which are unattainable. 

A 2011 study from the 
Department of Psychology 
at Northwestern University 
suggests exposure to incessant 
advertisements depicting the ideal 
thin body often leads to feelings of 
guilt and the development of eating 
disorders, depression and obesity. 

Advertisers and brands are 

shape-shifting spaceship is oddly 
reminiscent of “The Magic School 
Bus,” and his soul-searching stares 
into the camera are gimmicky. His 
Twitter handle features selfies 
with President Barack Obama 
and Bill Nye along with snarky 
commentary on public policy, 
which makes it seem as if he is 
trying too hard to attract attention. 
However, Tyson effectively 
communicates to an audience that 
may be unfamiliar with the concept 
of a universe that is billions of 
years old. If his show gathers 
enough attention and captures the 
public interest, voters may support 
political candidates who advocate 
increasing scientific funding rather 
than spending the national  
budget elsewhere.

Furthering scientific research 
is paramount to society’s 
advancement, and to do that, 
the government needs to fund 
the necessary research. The 
private sector can donate 
philanthropically but is not obliged 
to do so regularly, and researchers 
depend on a steady paycheck as 
much as anyone else. 

If the national fascination with 
the TV show extends beyond the 
screen, then Tyson has done his job 
in gathering support for the field he 
clearly loves. 

Neil deGrasse Tyson’s new show has the potential 
to encourage national science research funding

NATALIE CRAIG
Assistant Metro Editor

‘Real’ women in ads still airbrushed stereotype

eearl@chroniclemail.com

Advertisements of “real” women continue to show 
exclusively thin and traditionally beautiful models
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Illinois

there’s just less occurring for them 
to report.”

Each state has a Civil Rights 
Commission set up to protect em-
ployees’ rights to file complaints. 
Illinois’ Human Rights Commis-
sion investigates discrimination 
complaints based on race, color, 
religion, sex and national ori-
gins, among other characteristics. 
However, just because the Human 
Rights Commission works to pro-
tect individuals from harassment 
does not mean investigations will 
necessarily rule in favor of the per-
son who filed the complaint, noted 
Craig Matthews, a prominent em-
ployment practice litigation attor-
ney in Ohio.

“These are large state agencies 
that [are] subject to limited fund-
ing, and as a result, they’re over-
worked,” Matthews said. “You’ve 
got a small, limited staff of investi-
gators that are covering many doz-
ens of complaints that don’t have 
time to really do the work.”

IN THE ONGOING aftermath of closing 
six of the 12 city-operated mental 
health clinics in 2012, the Chicago 
Department of Public Health is fac-
ing accusations of failing to provide 
citizens with adequate access to 
mental health services. 

Three aldermen introduced a 
resolution April 2 to the City Coun-
cil alleging that closing the six clin-
ics located primarily on the South 
Side harmed patients by disrupt-
ing their treatment, forcing them 
to travel farther and leaving up to 
2,500 unaccounted for. The reso-
lution claims the CDPH is further 
jeopardizing mental health services 
by overlooking patients who have 
health insurance. 

The resolution calls for the Com-
mittee on Health and Environmen-
tal Protection to hold a series of 
public hearings to take testimony 
from CDPH Commissioner Becha-
ra Choucair and other public health 
experts on the city’s handling of its 
public mental health services. The 
hearings will also solicit public in-
put on the quality and accessibility 
of city clinics to determine if CDPH 
is meeting mental health needs. 

“People have been misinformed 
or misdirected on all levels here, 

and we need to deal with that,” said 
Alderman Bob Fioretti (2nd Ward). 
“There must be ways this body col-
lectively can solve problems, and I 
think this would be a start by having 
this resolution.” 

The 12 facilities were consolidat-
ed to six in 2012 in a controversial 
effort to save $2.3 million, as report-
ed April 16, 2012 by The Chronicle. 

Alderman Scott Waguespack 
(32nd Ward) said overcrowding 
is a  major concern now that there 
are only six clinics. As a result, the 
CDPH directs people with health 
insurance to seek privately operated 
clinics, but that does not ensure they 
will follow through with finding a 
physician or receive proper care. 

CDPH spokesman Brian Rich-
ardson said catering to uninsured 
patients is the department’s top 
priority, adding that the clinics do 
not turn away people in need of help 
but often face the risk of exceeding 
capacity. To avoid denying health 
services to potentially uninsured 
residents, Richardson said the clin-
ics inform insured clients of alter-
native options and encourage them 
to pursue private care. 

“The CDPH is committed to en-
suring access to quality mental 
health services for all Chicago resi-
dents,” Richardson said. “We’re not 
turning any clients away, period.” 

network that would allow clinics 
to accept reimbursement from in-
surance companies, enabling them 
to generate stable revenue that 
could be used to expand services 
for underserved populations, such 
as those released from the Cook 

County Jail or the homeless, ac-
cording to the resolution. 

Accepting money from insurance 
companies would alleviate financial  
strain on the CDPH, preventing the 

ILLINOIS SAW A significant drop in 
the number of workplace harass-
ment and discrimination charges 
in 2013, but the state still ranked 
fifth highest in the nation for  
such complaints.

While the number of complaints 
filed decreased nearly 13 percent 
from 2012–2013, Illinois managed 
to tally more charges than 45 other 
states in 2013, according to a 2013 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission report. The EEOC re-
port showed that Illinois employees 
filed 4,617 reports in 2013, down 
from 5,490 in 2012. Sexual harass-
ment, unwanted sexual advances, 
and discrimination, the act of tak-
ing action against a person based on 
personal characteristics, are illegal 
under state and federal law.

The decrease in reports can be 
attributed to businesses’ increased 
efforts to educate employees on 
what constitutes harassment and 
how to address it, said Jimmy Lin, 

City Council demands cure for mental health clinics

xx SEE EEOC, PG. 36

Reason for decreased discrimination, 
harassment reports unclear

ELIZABETH EARL
Opinions Editor

Richardson said as more people 
sign up for insurance under the Af-
fordable Care Act, the number of 
patients who need publicly funded 
services will likely decrease.

The resolution argues the CDPH 
should join a health care provider xx SEE CLINICS, PG. 36

vice president of product manage-
ment and corporate development at 
The Network, an organization that 
provides governance, risk and com-
pliance solutions to help companies 
foster more ethical workplaces.

“Instilling strong ethics in em-
ployees from day one is crucial in 
establishing an ethical workplace 
that’s free of harassment and dis-
crimination,” Lin said in an email.

The nation’s falling unemploy-
ment rate can also be credited for 
the reduction, according to Suheily 
Davis, a senior associate for Ford & 
Harrison, LLP, a Chicago law firm 
that represents companies in ha-
rassment and discrimination cas-
es. With fewer people being laid off 
today than during the height of the 
economic downturn, employees are 
filing fewer reports of wrongful ter-
mination on the basis of discrimi-
nation, she said.

“I think that people tend to re-
port anything, even if they’re not 
really sure that it’s discrimination,” 
Davis said. “I don’t think people are 
reporting less—I’d like to think that 

MARIA CASTELLUCCI
Metro Editor

Grace Wiley THE CHRONICLE

The city closed six of its 12 mental health clinics in April 2012 to save $2.3 million. Lawndale Mental Health Clinic, 1201 S. Campbell St., is one of the six remaining clinics. 



Wrigleyville pad just a few months 
after she dropped $2.25 million 
on it. Shortly after “The Rosie 
Show” ratings tanked in Chicago,  
O’Donnell sold the 6,000-square 
foot apartment that was big enough 
to house a home theater, sports bar, 
heated three-car garage and, more 
than likely, a ton of ‘90s memora-
bilia reminding her she once had 
Oprah status. 

Bill Murray — Though he hasn’t 
held a Chicago address in years, 
Murray was born and raised in 
Wilmette and frequently drops in 
on the Windy City—perhaps taking 
Lake Michigan into the city on a 
Belafonte-esque research vessel in 
Wes Anderson fashion. 

The Columbia Chronicle
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by Kaley Fowler
Managing Editor ARE YOU THERE, RAHM? IT’S ME, TAXPAYER

FALL OUT BOY guitarist Joe Trohman 
will soon bid Chicago a friendly 
“Thnks fr th Mmrs” when he and 
his wife relocate to New York. The 
Trohmans sold their Lincoln Park 
townhouse, which they purchased 
in 2006 at the height of Fall Out 
Boy’s commercial success, for 
$760,000 on April 2.

When Trohman packs up his 
moss collection, chalkboard wall 
and rug made of Barbie Doll hair—
as featured on MTV’s most under-
whelming episode of “Cribs”—and 
the new owners take over, they can 
delight in conjuring mental images 
of the real-life celebrity who used 
to eat cereal in their kitchen and 
poop in their toilet.

Plenty of famous people have re-
sided in Chicago, meaning plenty of 
famous people have also moved out 
of  the city and left their celebrity 
mansions empty for average—or 
slightly above average—Joes to 
move into. 

If  walls could talk, these four 
houses would surely have a lot to 
say about their celebrity owners. 

Billy Corgan — As one of rock’s 

most outspoken personalities, 
it’s surprising that Corgan’s mega 
ego can fit within the confines of 
his six-acre lakefront estate in 
Highland Park. All 9,606 square 
feet of his $6.8 million mansion are 
bursting with tea, spiritual relics 
and self-portraits. The scent of 
indulgent self-loathing perfumes 
the house and The Smashing 
Pumpkins albums play on repeat, 
yet Corgan’s relevance is nowhere 
to be found. 

R. Kelly — The notorious R&B 
star has enough legal baggage to 
fill a 14,525-square foot mansion—
until it forecloses and he has to 
sell it to Rudolph Isley of the Isley 
Brothers for $1 million less than he 
paid for it. In 2011, Kelly’s Olympia 
Fields mansion was foreclosed on 
after a year of not making mortgage 
payments. They say R. Kelly’s spirit 
is still trapped in the closet with 
his stockpile of black panties. 

Rosie O’Donnell — After 
years spent in a revolving door of 
daytime talk shows, O’Donnell is 
probably dizzy. This might explain 
why the “queen of nice” sold her 

‘Chicago is so two 
years ago’

kfowler@chroniclemail.com

Controversial eavesdropping law struck down

THE ILLINOIS SUPREME Court struck 
down the state’s 51-year-old con-
troversial eavesdropping law, rul-
ing that it is unconstitutional to 
criminalize the act of recording 
public conversations. 

The court ruled March 20 that 
the law’s requirement that all par-
ties give their consent to be re-
corded, even if they are in public or 
simply a background voice, is im-
practical because technological ad-
vancements such as smart phones 
make it possible to record audio 
and video at any time. According to 
the ruling, the eavesdropping law 
was written so broadly that it crim-
inalized things such as recording 
a debate on a college quad, a vocal 
argument on a street corner or even 
fans yelling at a sporting event.

“None of these examples im-
plicate privacy interests, yet the 
statute makes it a felony to audio 
record each one,” according to the  
court ruling. 

The Supreme Court ruled in fa-
vor of Annabel Melongo, who was 

arrested in May 2006 in violation of 
the act by recording three telephone 
conversations with a court report-
er about the policy for correcting 
hearing transcripts and later post-
ing them to her website, according 
to court documents. Melongo was 
held in the Cook County Jail for 
20 months on a six-figure bail, a 
sentence typically given to violent 
or repeat offenders. She also faced 
felony charges for the unauthorized 
recordings, as reported March 31 
by The Chronicle. According to the 
court ruling, Melongo was held in 
violation of her rights to free speech 
and due process protection.

The act has prevented private 
conversations from being unknow-
ingly recorded and made public, but 
it restricts individuals from record-
ing and publishing open conver-
sations, said Sarah Marmor, an at-
torney and partner at Scharf Banks 
Marmor LLC. 

“In this day and age, there is a 
difference between what you can 
do and what you should do,” Mar-
mor said. “What you can, as a legal 
matter, do is probably record things 
that are public. You should be very 

careful about recording things that 
are private.”

As technology evolves and cell-
phones equipped with digital re-
corders become commonplace, the 
distinction between public and pri-
vate begins to blur, Marmor said.

“[The act] certainly is from a 
time where we didn’t have the kinds 
of technology that we have today,” 
Marmor said. “It has been around 
… long before emails, Internet and 
smartphones.”

Illinois Rep. Elaine Nekritz (D–
Northbrook) said she thinks the act 
is constitutional despite the court 
ruling because it assured privacy. 
However, Nekritz said she agrees 
that technological advancements 
have made the act too broad to en-
force fairly.

Jacqueline Wernz, an attorney at 
Franczek Radelet, said many have 
expressed confusion about how to 
interpret the court’s decision since 
the act was overturned by the Su-
preme Court. Although there is no 
longer an eavesdropping mandate  
in  place,  Wernz  said  schools  and 

xx SEE EAVESDROP, PG. 36

BEVERLY KIM
Occupation: Chef      Neighborhood: Roscoe Village 

NATALIE CRAIG 
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FORMER “TOP CHEF” contestant  
and well-known Chicago culinari-
an Beverly Kim will soon bring new 
flavors to Chicago’s food industry.

Kim’s culinary career began with 
a little inspiration from her oldest 
sister, who encouraged her to pur-
sue her passion at the professional 
level. After spending an enjoyable 
summer shadowing famed Chicago 
chef  Sarah Stegner at the Ritz-Carl-
ton when she was 16, Kim’s vi-
sion of a professional chef career  
was reinforced.

After high school, Kim attended 
Kendall College in Evanston, Ill., 
where she studied applied science 
and earned an associate’s degree in 
culinary arts. Her career took an ex-
citing turn when she became a con-
testant on Bravo’s television series 
“Top Chef.”

After two decades of working in 
various Chicago restaurants such 
as Opera, which has closed since 
her time there, Kim and her hus-
band, John Clark, are pursuing their 
dream of opening their own restau-
rant called Parachute in the Avon-
dale neighborhood. Parachute is 
scheduled to open this spring with 
a menu inspired by American and  
Korean tastes. 

THE CHRONICLE: When did you know 
you wanted to be a chef?

BEVERLY KIM:  When I was 16. I 
didn’t know that cooking was a cu-
linary career until my sister, who 
is nine years older than me, men-
tioned that I would be great at be-
ing a chef because I’m always in the 
kitchen helping mom or cooking 
for my friends. When I was 16 years 
old, I started to research the field. I 
enjoy serving people and I enjoy be-
ing creative. It was way more than 
what I thought it was going to be.  

What was it like to compete on 
“Top Chef?”

It was really challenging, but I’m 
glad I did it because I have grown 
from the experience. Sometimes 
you need challenging experiences 
like that to catapult you. If any-
thing, it helped me have a little bit 
more presence in Chicago and else-
where. [The show highlighted] the 
trial of cooking with American and 

Korean influences, and it gave a lit-
tle bit of a different flavor than what 
you see all of the time on television.. 

What is it like to open a restaurant?

I have been dreaming about this 
since I was very young. Even when 
I was 16, my goal was to be a restau-
rant owner, but it’s also nerve-rack-
ing because restaurants are very 
volatile and competitive. I know 
that this is what I was meant to do 
and I hope that all this hard work 
[pays off ]. 

What inspired Parachute?

I’m working with my husband, so 
together we draw a lot from where 
we have traveled and things we are 
learning. We are inspired by dif-
ferent people and things. Johnny 
and I spent some time in South Ko-
rea and that has a lot of influence 
on our cooking style–not that we 
will be doing traditional Korean 
food–but we enjoy the flavors that 
Korean food has and the spirit of 
food there. We are inspired by our 
local season and working with our 
farmers here. The majority of our 
produce will be coming from local 
farmers. We aren’t just going to be 
recreating dishes—we will also be 
creating new dishes. 

How will Parachute serve the Chicago 
food industry?

I think our palates in Chicago are 
expanding and I think the palates 
of people in Chicago are constant-
ly [changing], so I really hope our 
restaurant adds to our vibrant com-
munity in Chicago. There is a lot of 
room for a different flavor. 

What do you love about Chicago?

I think because of the tough nature 
of Chicago, there is such an appre-
ciation for food, culture and the 
arts. I cannot really imagine start-
ing my first restaurant anywhere 
else. It feels like a small town, but 
it’s a big city. I have lived here my 
whole life and I still have not eaten 
at all of the cool restaurants people 
have told me to try.  I haven’t seen 
or done it all. That’s the great thing 
about Chicago; it always has some-
thing to offer. 

Courtesy BEVERLY KIM

ncraig@chroniclemail.com

Keenan Browe THE CHRONICLE
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the removal process in 2015. Body Shop and 
P&G have also agreed to eventually cease  
manufacturing microbeads. 

“We have stopped developing new prod-
ucts containing microbeads and have been 
conducting environmental safety assess-
ments of other alternatives,” said Carol Go-
odrich, spokeswoman for Johnson & John-
son,in an emailed statement.

Though some companies have willingly 
agreed to stop using the beads, Wilson said 
5 Gyres began pursuing legislative action to 
ban microbeads because they want manufac-
turers to be accountable and face penalties if 
they do not comply.

The Personal Care Products Council, a 
national trade association for cosmetic prod-
ucts, supports the ban but also urges policy 
makers to give business owners adequate 
time to phase out the beads, said Halyna Bre-
slawec, chief scientist for the Personal Care 
Products Council, in an emailed statement. 

Mark Denzler, vice president of the Illinois 
Manufacturers’ Association, said he worked 
with Steans and manufacturers to ensure a 
reasonable date was set to efficiently remove 
beads from the products in question. 

Although Denzler and Steans determined 
that the Dec. 1, 2015 deadline would be suf-
ficient, Steans said it would extend the dead-
line if businesses need more time. 

Despite concerns that the ban would go 
into effect too soon, most companies have not 
disputed it because microbeads can easily be 
replaced with organic materials, Wilson said. 

“It’s the bill that has taken the country by 
storm, and I there is not a good counterargu-
ment,”  Wilson said.  

The Senate will vote on the bill from April 
7–11 to decide if it will move forward to the 
House of Representatives. 

The goal is to finish the complex by 2018, 
Special Olympics Chicago’s 50th anniversa-
ry, which Tarczan said is a realistic goal.  

“The approval process for the time the 
shovel goes into the ground [depends] on ... 
whoever is doing the construction and man-
aging that time schedule,” she said. 

Earnest Gates, the executive director of 
the Near West Side Community Develop-
ment Corp., said its sports programs could 
be combined with other programs held at 
the Special Olympics complex but he has not 
spoken with Special Olympics officials about 
the project. He added he is unsure of how the 
complex will affect Near West Side residents. 

“It will serve a very small segment of the 
immediate community, but it will be a bene-
fit to the larger disabled community,” Gates 
said. “My concern is how it is going to affect 
the folks that we serve in the community.” 

Special Olympics Chicago plans to collect 
donations from other foundations to fund the 
project, Sheahan said. No money has been 
raised yet, but Sheahan said Special Olym-
pics Chicago is seeking more corporate part-
ners and is confident the project will occur 
and succeed.

“There is no ‘B’ plan,” he said. “This is it. 
This is going to work.”

acquatic wildlife, said Stiv Wilson director of 
Communications and Campaigns at 5 Gyres, 
an environmental organization that re-
searches the impact of plastics. He added that 
microbeads resemble fish eggs, often tricking 
marine species into ingesting them. 

The 5 Gyres regularly analyzes the mi-
cro-plastic substances fish ingest, and the 
group found high concentrations of microbe-
ads in the intestines of aquatic animals. In 
Lake Erie, every square kilometer contained 
as many as 43,000 microbeads. Not only does 
eating microbeads harm species, but it also 
puts humans at risk of consuming plastic 
unknowingly when they eat fish caught in  
the lake. 

Microbeads are designed to go through 
drains, said Wilson. Microbeads easily ab-
sorb pollutants present in the water, increas-
ing their toxicity, he said, adding that their 
plastic base is cheaper than organic products.

“Most people do not know these beads are 
made of plastic,” Wilson said. “People freak 
out when they realize they’re washing their 
face with plastic. Regardless of a person’s en-
vironmental concern, they do not want plas-
tic on their face.” 

Steans’ proposal was inspired by a 5 Gyres 
national awareness campaign about the envi-
ronmental dangers of cosmetic microbeads. 
Wilson said 5 Gyres has also been working on 
microbead bans with legislators in New York 
and California. 

Wilson said 5 Gyres approached three 
major cosmetic companies—Johnson & 
Johnson, The Body Shop and Procter & 
Gamble—to request that they stop using the 
beads, which yielded some success. John-
son & Johnson in Wilmington, Ill., plans to 
cease manufacturing microbeads, beginning 

Commission, said the proposal was approved 
and the commission will present the plan 
at a May 1 hearing, during which one or two 
board members will approve the particulars 
of the project, such as financing and lease 
agreements. If the proposal is approved at the 
hearing, the final vote will be left to the entire 
commission, she said. 

The project was initially developed to 
promote Chicago as a potential host of the 
2018 Special Olympics, but board members 
wanted to create a permanent facility for the 
participants involved in their programs, said 
James Sheahan, director of development for 
the project and former president of Special 
Children’s Charities, which operates Special 
Olympics Chicago. 

Sheahan said Special Olympics Chicago 
currently offers athletic programs for chil-
dren and adults with disabilities at more than 
100 schools and 20 parks in the city, but lacks 
a permanent facility for participants to en-
gage in coordinated activities. 

“To have something centrally located like 
this and have a bunch of facilities in the same 
area, we would use it all the time,” Sheahan 
said. “We’ve outgrown most of the places that 
we [use] now.” 

Metro
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Plastic cosmetic microbeads often used in facial cleansers are polluting waterways, including Lake Michigan, harming the 
aquatic wildlife that occupies the water. 

xx MICROBEADS
Continued from FRONT PAGE
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budgetary problems similar to 
those that led the city to consoli-
date services two years ago, said Jo 
Patton, director of special projects 
at AFSCME Council 31, the union 
representing the city’s mental 
health clinic employees. 

“When you have a situation 
where the clinics are closed, you 
leave patients … to fend for them-
selves,” Patton said. “Mental health 
clinics are being starved to death.” 

Waguespack said the CDPH 
has consistently publicized posi-
tive reports about its services but 
there is no concrete data to support 
the claims. During the hearings, 
Waguespack wants the CDPH to 
present aldermen with data on the 
number of current patients, how 
many have left and how many are 
referred to privately funded clinics. 

“There is no hard accountabil-
ity and the department has done 
a good job of waving that off,” 
Waguespack said. “We want ac-
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countability for every one of those 
patients. The next step is to try and 
figure out what we have to do for  
those people.” 

Waguespack said the controver-
sy stems from the clinic closures, 
which left a void in some neighbor-
hoods, meaning some patients are 
unable to get the help they need be-
cause they live too far from public 
clinics and do not have the means 
to pay for private care. He said it 
would be costly to reinstate any of 
the six defunct clinics and the city 
should consider expanding its ser-
vices to ensure the viability of the 
public’s mental health care system. 

“If we need to reopen them in an 
area that has a zone where no fed-
erally qualified clinic or no coun-
ty clinic is available, then maybe 
we need to reopen one or two of 
them,” Waguespack said. “I know 
that costs money, but it depends on 
what our priorities are—and I know 
the mayor’s priority is to push those 
people off on to somebody else.” 

Matthews said the drop of 0.5 
percent in sexual harassment re-
ports from 2011–2013 is the result 
of employers infringing on staff 
members’ rights, thus leading to 
fewer incident reports. The num-
ber of reports fell 1.8 percent from 
2011–2012 but crept back up 1.3 
percent in 2013. Matthews said 
the most recent drop may be due to 
employers limiting their staff mem-
bers’ abilities to file the complaints.

“I don’t think there’s less sexual 
harassment going on,” Matthews 
said. “I think if there’s lower re-
porting, it’s because employers 
are making it more difficult now to 
prove the sexual harassment … and 
they’re getting rid of employees 
that make claims of sexual harass-
ment on both sides.”

Although Illinois follows the na-
tional trend of declining discrim-
ination and harassment reports—
the national rate fell 5.7 percent 
from 2012–2013–not all states can 
say the same. The EEOC report 
ranked Texas first in harassment 
and discrimination charges, with 
9,068 complaints filed in 2013, 
compared to 8,929 in 2012. 

The leading causes for such 
charges vary by state: 38.8 percent 
of Illinois’ total reports were cases 
of racial discrimination, compared 
to New Hampshire, where the lead-
ing cause was sex discrimination at 
26. 9 percent. Some categories also 
overlap because some offenses can 
be classified multiple ways.

The most consistent charge na-
tionwide was retaliation, which oc-
curs when an employer punishes an 
employee for non-performance re-
lated actions, accounting for more 
than 28 percent of total charges 
in every state. Davis said the large 
number of retaliation reports is 
mostly a result of human nature. If 
an employee files a report and then 
sees a negative reflection in his or 
her next performance review, their 
most likely assumption is that their 
employer is punishing them for fil-
ing a complaint, resulting in retali-
ation complaints, she said.

“There’s a hypersensitivity that 
some employees might have after 
filing a charge that will put them 
on edge and give them a little bit 
of additional concern about how 
their performance will be evaluated 
moving forward,” Davis said.

Davis said many Chicago employ-
ers she interacts with are unaware 
of the importance of sensitivity and 
anti-harassment training, adding 
that they do not grant much priori-
ty until after they are hit with a few 
charges. However, as more employ-
ers participate in sensitivity sem-
inars and implement anti-harass-
ment and discrimination policies, 
the number of charges may contin-
ue to drop, she said.

“[Reports] work to improve the 
workplace for everyone else,” Da-
vis said. “If someone filed a charge, 
that’s a chance for the employer to 
really evaluate and say, ‘Did we drop 
the ball?’”

employers are not obligated to let 
people record conversations and 
will have to adjust their priva-
cy policies in the absence of the 
eavesdropping law.

“[The court] said, ‘Now you need 
to amend the law to fit within the 
parameters of our decision,’ but 
in the meantime ... there isn’t any 
eavesdropping law,” Wernz said.

Now that the act has been over-
turned, legislators are tasked with 
drafting a new version. In the inter-
im, Ed Yohnka, director of commu-
nication and public policy for the 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
Illinois, said he worries it could be 
difficult to protect citizens against 
being secretly recorded by the po-
lice or the government.

“It’s going to be important in the 
legislative process to ensure those 
privacies still remain even while 
we repair the part of the act the 
court found to be unconstitutional,” 
 Yohnka said.

State legislators in Springfield, 
Ill., are in the process of drafting a 
more practical eavesdropping law 
that can be enforced in the 21st cen-
tury, Yohnka said. 

“Now we go through this process 
of really needing an eavesdropping 
act that recognizes the importance 
of the First Amendment right to 
gather information but at the same 
time also protects individual priva-
cy,” Yohnka said.

mcastellucci@chroniclemail.com ncraig@chroniclemail.comeearl@chroniclemail.com

Grace Wiley THE CHRONICLE

The Chicago Department of Public Health claims it does not turn away mental health patients at its six city-run 
clinics, such as the Lawndale Mental Health Clinic, 1201 S. Campbell St., despite concerns of overcrowding.  
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President Barack Obama steps off Air Force One as he arrives in Chicago April 2 to attend a Democratic National Convention fundraiser at Chicago Cut Steakhouse, 300 N. LaSalle St. Tickets for the 26 attendees sold for $34,200 each. Obama also had a private dinner at the steakhouse 
with former White House aids Mayor Rahm Emanuel and David Axelrod, director of the Institute of Politics at the University of Chicago.  
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Roaming charge Family matters 

A woman from the 900 block of South State 
Street denied her daughter permission to 
take her grandchild to the park on April 2. In 
response, her daughter pushed her down and 
left with the child. Police later found the two 
at a nearby park. The grandmother told po-
lice she is the child’s legal guardian and filed 
a complaint against her daughter. 

As a man exited the Roosevelt Red Line 
station, 22 E. Roosevelt Road, on April 1, a 
stranger reached into his jeans pocket and 
stole his iPhone, valued at $600. The man 
chased the phone thief through the station 
but could not catch up to him. When police 
arrived, the thief could not be located and he 
remains at large. 

Barbershop blues Check, please

The manager of Headrest Barbershop, 520 
S. Michigan Ave., called police April 1 af-
ter he instructed a former employee to 
leave the barbershop several times and the 
man refused. When police arrived, the man 
agreed to leave the building and officers 
told the manager  to contact police if the  
man returned. 

A woman reported her credit cards were 
stolen from her coat pocket April 1 while 
she was eating dinner at Potbelly Sand-
wich Shop, 542 S. Dearborn St. The woman 
placed her coat on the chair next to her while 
she was eating and later realized the cards 
were missing. They were not recovered as of 
press time. 

Window of opportunity Never clean an oven

A fire broke out on the 600 block of South 
Dearborn Street when a 50-year-old wom-
an set her oven to the automatic cleaning 
setting for too long. The temperature was so 
hot that it burned the plastic containers in 
the bottom oven drawer. Firefighters extin-
guished the fire but had to forcefully remove 
the oven door.

A woman parked her gray 2010 Honda CR-V 
along the 600 block of South State Street for 
several hours April 2. When she returned, 
the passenger window was shattered and 
her empty computer bag and phone case 
were missing. The items were not recov-
ered and the thief has not been located, as of  
press time.
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Horoscopes

ARIES (March 21—April 20)  Sacrificing small animals in the name of your love life may 
be more effective this week than reactivating your OkCupid account.

TAURUS (April 21—May 20) You think it’s warm enough outside to not wear a jacket? 
You will pay for your insolence, you mortal fool. 

GEMINI (May 21—June 21) Tragic is not a good look for you, Gemini. Consider leaving 
the leopard-print Snuggie indoors when going out for a smoke. 
CANCER (June 22—July 22) The early bird gets the worm! And you deserve a worm. A 
slimy, wriggling, dirt-encrusted worm. 

LEO (July 23—Aug. 22) Please continue to sermonize about your existential crises as a 
young pseudo-intellectual. Everyone cares!
VIRGO (Aug. 23—Sept. 22) Unfortunately, Virgo, you aren’t the sun that everyone’s 
world revolves around. Not even your mother loves you that much.

LIBRA (Sept. 23—Oct. 23) Alcohol does not taste as sweet as the blood of your en-
emies. Put the bottle down and pick up a spork.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24—Nov. 22) Crush all feelings that old memories may drudge up for 
you this week, Scorpio. Feelings are for sad moms and horny teenagers. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23—Dec. 21) Keep singing yourself to sleep at night. Although the 
darkness may eventually consume you, at least you sound good.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22—Jan. 20) Yes, the NSA is reading the sad sexts you are sending 
out at 3 a.m. every morning. Yes, they are worried about you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21—Feb. 19) People are becoming suspicious of your newfound self 
esteem and will soon turn on you. Stop smiling and get rid of that skip in your step.

PISCES (Feb. 20—March 20) Don’t bother getting too invested in anything this week. 
The end is nigh, Pisces.

Perfidiously written for our readers by 

		  The Chronicle Staff Oracles
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Photo of the week

April 9, 1984April 10, 1934

This week in 1984, The Chronicle 
reported that John Kramer, the in-
terim chair of the Regional Trans-
portation Authority, rode the bus 
to work every day. He said the main 
problem with the Chicago Transit 
Authority was that the buses were 
outdated and had each traveled 
about 750,000 miles.

This week in Chicago history, the 
Chicago Blackhawks won their first 
Stanley Cup. The game against the 
Detroit Red Wings ended in the 
second overtime period with a final 
score of 1-0, giving the Blackhawks 
3-1 in the best-of-five series. This 
was the Blackhawks’ second time 
in the Stanley Cup finals.
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MONDAY

Breezy with rain; 
cooler

48

MON. NIGHT

Cloudy and 
breezy

33
45

Chance of a 
shower

TUESDAY

41
57

Mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY

45
63

Clouds and sun, a 
shower

THURSDAY

39
60

Cloudy most of 
the time

FRIDAY

56
43 44

Sunny

70
Partly sunny and 

warmer

SATURDAY SUNDAY
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Thinner Than Water

7:30 p.m.
The Gift Theatre 
4802 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 283-7071
$20

Asian American Showcase Ecstatic Technology: 
Enterprising Series

8 p.m.
Gene Siskel Film Center
164 N. State
(312) 846-2600
$11 

6 p.m.
Arc Gallery
2156 N. Damen Ave.
(773) 252-2232
FREE

Emmylou Harris

8 p.m.
The Vic Theatre
3145 N. Sheffield Ave.
(312) 472-0449
$65

Depraved New World

8 p.m.
The Second City
1616 N. Wells St.
(312) 337-3992
$23+

Juana Molina

8 p.m.
Old Town School of Folk Music
4544 N. Lincoln Ave.
(773) 728-6000
$23+

Listen, when I look at you my brain 
goes all stupid, and I just want to 
hug you and sit on the couch and 
play BMO with you.

Finn and Jake
@AdventrureTime_

Things I’m sensitive to: light, 
noise, heat, smog, shellfish, 
criticism, dairy

RainnWilson	
@rainnwilson

Wu-Tang Clan have an interesting 
project, putting out an album and 
will only sell one copy. Altho, didn’t 
Ted Nugent do that not on purpose?

Bill Maher
@billmaher

breaking up in the big city sucked. 
we had a lot of screaming to do, and 
no where private to scream. thats 
when it hit me: what about sewers?

Chill Waif
@coolgothsweater

 » South Korea conducted missile tests March 23 in 
response to North Korean military threats. According 
to an April 4 New York Times report, South Korean 
Ministry of National Defense officials reported suc-
cessfully launching a new ballistic missile capable 
of striking most of North Korea. The test followed 
North Korea’s March 22 test-firing of 30 short-range 
rockets.

 » A statewide heroin epidemic has been escalating 
over the past decade in New Jersey, according to an 
April 2 Vice report. A 2014 report released by the 
Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
stated that heroin and opiate abuse is New Jersey’s 
biggest health care crisis, indicating a 200 percent 
increase in admissions to treatment programs and 
4,300 drug-related deaths from 2010 to 2013.

 »  According to an April 3 Al Jazeera report, Russian 
news agencies reported that Russia’s military repre-
sentative to NATO was recalled following NATO’s deci-
sion to suspend cooperation with Russia because of 
its occupation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. Rus-
sia’s Defense Minister Anatoly Antonov said Russia 
would be unable to continue military cooperation with 
NATO, according to the same report.

 » Villagers of Guinea’s remote southeastern region 
of Nzérékoré barricaded themselves indoors as doc-
tors dressed in protective suits entered the region to 
address the worsening ebola epidemic, according to 
an April 4 The Guardian report. Guinean medics and 
officials are struggling to contain the virus, which 
has claimed 84 lives and spread into Sierra Leone, 
Liberia and Mali.

Fields (Galleries: 
Opening & Reception)

6 p.m.
Valerie Carberry Gallery
875 N. Michigan Ave.
(312) 397-9990
FREE

we’ve got you covered.

@ccchronicle@ccchronicleLike our Facebook pageColumbiaChronicle.com

President Obama walking with Gov. Pat Quinn 
after his arrival on Air Force One at Chicago’s 
O’Hare International Airport on April 2, 2014. 
Photo by Angela Conners.

Instagram.com/CCCHRONICLE

Asian American Showcase

8 p.m.

Gene Siskel Film Center

164 N. State

(312) 846-2600

$11
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