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A security officer monitors the campus from the Office of Campus Safety & Security headquarters, where the college’s emergency warning system, AlertWave, is controlled. In response to the March 5 AlertWave malfunction that panicked many in the college
with a false alarm of a violent intruder, the system will only be used for emergencies, rather than to announce school closings, which was the original message the system was supposed to send that day.

by Tyler Eagle

Assistant Campus Editor

IN RESPONSE TO concerns gener-
ated by a false alert reporting a vio-
lent intruder on campus in March,
Columbia hosted the first of two in-
formational sessions April 5 in Fer-
guson Hall in the 600 S. Michigan
Ave. Building to address campus
safety issues.

Asreported by The Chronicle on
March 9, AlertWave, the college’s
emergency alert system, sent an
erroneous message March 5 that

a violent intruder was on campus,
causing a wave of panic among stu-
dents, faculty and staff. The alert
was supposed to inform the com-
munity of a snow day.

The information session focused
on the AlertWave system and why
it malfunctioned. Alicia Berg, vice
president of Campus Environment,
and Robert Koverman, associate
vice president of Campus Safety
& Security, answered questions
about the incident and what the
college has done to prevent similar
mishaps. Berg said she was pleased

with the event turnout and consid-
ers the community’s increased in-
terest a silver lining.

“Because of the incident with
AlertWave, the college thinks it will
be getting more interest in our se-
curity sessions,” Berg said. “We ab-
solutely want to answer any ques-
tions [the campus community] has
after the incident.”

AlertWave’s manufacturer, Visi-
plex, fixed the software glitch that
caused the false alarm, according
to Berg. It is highly unlikely that a
malfunction such as the the March

5incident will occur again, she said.
According to Koverman, the mal-
function was unique to Columbia’s
AlertWave system.

The glitch stemmed from a se-
ries of default messages that were
pre-installed in the system when
the college purchased AlertWave,
according to Koverman. Berg said
the college was surprised to learn
that the system had pre-installed
default messages.

“[The college] is still not thrilled
the incident happened, but at least
the company reacted promptly,”

Berg said.

According to Berg, the adminis-
tration decided that after the mal-
function, AlertWave will only be
used to alert the campus of emer-
gencies, such as intruders and tor-
nadoes, rather than school closings.

“We thought using AlertWave to
notify students about closings was
an extra service we were offering,”
Berg said. “But ultimately, a system
intended for emergencies should
only be used for emergencies.”

» SEE SECURITY, PG. 10

Great Chicago Fire Festival
launches as Taste gets burned

by Elizabeth Earl

Assistant Metro Editor

A NEW FESTIVAL commemorating
the city’s recovery from the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871 will launch in
October 2014, while other city fes-
tivals, such as Taste of Chicago, are
feeling heat from aldermen.

In addition to the creation of art
in public spaces, the Great Chicago
Fire Festival will feature musical
performances and illuminated fi-
berglass sculptures in the shape of
flowers floating down the Chicago
River, according to Emily Reuss-
wig, communications director for
Redmoon Theater, a large-scale
public art group partnering with
the city for the festival. The city has
already promised Redmoon, which

CAMPUS

joins Columbia on many events like
Manifest, $100,000 to help plan the
festival, according to a March 29
press release from Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s office, although plans for
the festival will not be solidified un-
til early 2014.

“[Redmoon Artistic Director Jim
Lasko] was inspired by Chicago’s
determination to innovate, to rein-
vent itself, to literally rise from the
ashes of the Great Chicago Fire,”
Reusswig said. “He saw this festival
as the story of Chicago’s destruc-
tion and renewal and the empower-
ment of that.”

The introduction of the new fes-
tival falls in line with the Chicago
Cultural Plan 2012, an initiative

» SEE FESTIVAL, PG. 39

Photo illustration LIN YE

The newly introduced Great Chicago Fire Festival will feature LED-lit flower-shaped fiberglass sculptures floating along the downtown Chicago River.
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Editor’s note b

Heather Schroering

Editor-in-Chief

Facebooks live on

AS WE MOVE further into

the digital era, social media

is becoming more and more
integrated into our daily lives,
allowing people to digitally
scrapbook their life cycles on
Facebook and Twitter. The ups
and downs of individuals’ personal
moments, such as welcoming
children into the world or
breakups, are all part of these
online chronicles.

Although many people
experience these milestones,
there’s only one thing every human
being absolutely must do in his or
her lifetime and that is die. With
more than one billion people on
Facebook and approximately
two people dying every second,
more and more social media
profiles are becoming digital
graves. Since August 2012, nearly
2 million Facebook users have
died, according to ifidielst.com, a
website that invites social media
users to record their last words to
be posted on their Facebooks in
case they die unexpectedly.

More sites like If I Die, which
was established in 2011, keep

popping up. LivesOn, a site
expected to launch sometime this
year, analyzes users’ Twitter feeds
to continue tweeting in a users’
likeness after they die. DeadSoci.al,
a site that allows users to schedule
messages to be sent from their
social media profiles after they’re
dead, launched this year.

Initially, I felt like these sites
were creepy and it could be
potentially jarring for those
grieving a loss to unexpectedly see
their dead friend’s name pop up in
their newsfeeds.

T've lost several people close to
me, and there’s a similar feeling
you get when scrolling past names
in your contact book that you
forgot to erase from your phone
after they died. It’s eerie and
somewhat distressing, but people
shouldn’t be so sensitive to death.

Likely, most of us have or will
find out about a friend’s death on
Facebook at some point in our
social media lifetimes, and that
shouldn’t be seen as a strange
phenomenon.

If people are going to document
even the most pointless moments

Social media users should learn to adjust to
websites that post posthumously for people.

of their lives on Facebook, then
death should be a part of that
because it’s part of the lifecycle.

It’s now a normal thing for
people to have two personalities:
their real one and their social
media persona. It’s not uncommon
for someone to be completely
different than what their social
media posts suggest about them.

LivesOn and DeadSoci.al are
the sites we should learn to adjust
to. Though it won’t be the same as
being there in person, these sites
allow dead friends to be present in
spirit and could help those grieving
accept the loss.

We all have to die, but our
digital archives don’t. If we have
the option of becoming immortal
through our Internet personalities,
why not take advantage of that?

hschroering@chroniclemail.com

CAMPUS EVENTS

April 8
Freelancing Tool Kit: Copyrights
6:30 p.m. / Room 311 / 623 S.Wabash Ave. / FREE

Black Love Week Family Reunion
6 p.m. / Multicultural Affairs / 618 S. Michigan Ave. / FREE

IVEDYA April 9
Summer in Florence: Informational Session
5-6 p.m. / The L, 811 B / 600 S. Michigan Ave. / FREE

Generation Return: Art + Justice Post-Genocide and Post-9/11
6:30-8:30 p.m./ Haus @ Quincy Wong Center / 623 S.Wabash Ave. / FREE

April 10
Take 1 Student Film Festival
5:30 p.m. / Film Row Cinema / 1104 S.Wabash Ave. / FREE

Afro Blue Cafe
8 p.m. / Haus @ Quincy Wong Center / 623 S.Wabash Ave. / FREE

April 11
Biggest Foot
6 p.m. / Dance Center / 1306 S. Michigan Ave. / FREE

Cinema Slapdown Round 45: Flight
7 p.m./ Film Row Cinema / 1104 S.Wabash Ave. / FREE

April 12
Jazz Gallery in the Lobhy
Noon / Music Center Lobby / 1014 S. Michigan Ave. / FREE

Free Yoga Lessons
4 p.m. / Fitness Studio / 731 S. Plymouth Court / FREE
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Latino Alliance hosted the National Cesar E. Chavez Blood drive April 4 in the 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
Building.The blood drive started in 2009 to celebrate civil rights activist Cesar E. Chavez and involves
300 colleges and universities nationwide.

CORRECTIONS

Inthe April 1issue, the caption of the featured photo on Page 28 should have
said the Chicago Public Schools students were on the corner of Wabash
Avenue and Jackson Boulevard, walking back from picketing in front of the
Congress Plaza Hotel. The Chronicle apologizes for this error.
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College employees required to teport child abuse, neglect

by Alexandra Kukulka
Campus Editor

ALL COLUMBIA EMPLOYEES are
now required to report suspect-
ed child abuse and neglect “effec-
tive immediately,” according to
a March 28 email sent to college
employees from Patricia Rios, in-
terim associate vice president of
Human Resources.

According to Rios, this mandate
is the result of the Illinois Abused
and Neglected Child Reporting Act,
which was signed into law by Gov.
Pat Quinn on June 27, 2012 which
requires all employees at higher
education institutions to report
suspected abuse.

The college was unable to notify
employees about the initiative
sooner because the Office of Human
Resources has been transitioning
since April 2012, when former Vice
President of Human Resources
Ellen Krutz suddenly left Columbia
for a job opportunity at Villanova
University in Philadelphia,
according to a May 15, 2012 email
to the college community from
President Warrick L. Carter. Rios
came to the college in March
and was able to implement this
mandate, she said.

According to a Feb. 28, 2013 re-
port from the Illinois Department
of Children and Family Services,
there have already been 70,465 al-
leged victims of child abuse or ne-
glect in Illinois this year, as of Feb.

Reported child abuse/neglect cases by year

Alleged Illinois victims

Alleged Cook County victims
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Information from The Department of Children and Family Services

28.In 2012, there were 106,236.

Even though many students at
Columbia are not under the age of
18, there are seven departments
on campus that work with chil-
dren, such as the Center for Com-
munity Arts Partnerships, which
offers before- and after-school art
programs at local Chicago Pub-
lic Schools, and Summer Arts
Camp, a summer program of-
fered through the Learning Studio
for students between third and
ninth grade.

The mandate also applies to
students who are studying to earn
a degree in the Early Childhood
Education Department.

Employees are required to file
reports by calling the DCFS hotline
and to notify their supervisor and
the Human Resources Department
upon filing a report, Rios said.

To ensure everyone is aware of
the signs of child abuse and neglect,
the college is requiring all employ-
ees to complete an online certifica-
tion by April 12, Rios said. The cer-

*Determined by police investigation

tification includes a pre-training
assessment of 13 multiple choice
questions, a 60-90 minute online
interactive training session and a
post-training assessment consist-
ing of 13 multiple-choice questions.
“While many of our employees
don’t come in contact with children,
we have a responsibility to report
suspected child abuse,” Rios said.
According to April Langworthy,
associate director of school part-
nerships and community for the
CCAP, the program has been re-

Zach Stemerick THE CHRONICLE

quired to report incidents of child
abuse and neglect since it was
created in 1998. CCAP follows the
same protocol of reporting to DCFS
as the one Columbia employees are
now required to adhere to.

The CCAP staff works with chil-
dren involved with before- and
after-school programs in 11 city
schools, such as Pulaski Interna-
tional School of Chicago, 2230 W.
McLean Ave., North Lawndale

» SEE ABUSE, PG. 10

Columbia Scholar heads
to Poland on Fulbright

by Megan Purazrang
Assistant Campus Editor

GROWING UP IN a family of base-
ball enthusiasts, Dominic Pacyga
wanted to play center field for
the Chicago White Sox. Today,
the professor in the Humanities,
History and Social Sciences
Department is an accomplished
historian who is about to embark
on a sabbatical to Poland, where he
will spend the duration of the 2013~
2014 academic year.

On March 13, Pacyga received a
Fulbright award, which covers his
travel expenses to Poland, as well as
living expenses and a small salary,
through the Fulbright U.S. Scholar
Program, an international educa-
tional exchange program sponsored

by the Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs. Pacyga said he will
teach in the American Studies Pro-
gram at Jagiellonian University in
Krakow, Poland, the second oldest
university in Eastern Europe.

“[The award] is great, it’s
something I've put off foralongtime
applying for because my children
were still at home, but now they
are all grown up and moved out,
living in dorms and universities, so
I figured now was the time to go,”
Pacyga said.

Pacyga said Jagiellonian
University invited him to teach,
which prompted him to apply for
the program. To register, Pacyga
was required to send a résumé, a

» SEE PACYGA, PG. 12

Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE

Dominic Pacyga, a professor in the Humanities, History and Social Sciences Department, was awarded a Fulbright and will teach at Jagiellonian University
in Krakow, Poland, during the 2013-2014 academic year.

April 8,2013 « 3
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Library tests
new technology

by Tatiana Walk-Morris

Assistant Campus Editor

COLUMBIA WILL PILOT new collab-
orative technology in the library in
the 624 S. Michigan Ave. Building
through April 18 as part of an ongo-
ing effort to plan for the new library
at 820 S. Michigan Ave.

Media:scape, the new system, is
meant to cultivate a collaborative
environment between furniture
and technology, including twin
flatscreens that display informa-
tion from laptops and other elec-
tronic devices by connecting them
to the HDMI chords attached to a
console embedded in a table. Ac-
cording to Jan Chindlund, dean of
the library, the equipment has been
available since April 5 on the third
floor in the new wing and the group
study room, as well as in the Weis-
man room on the second floor.

“We hope that the new library
will be a place where people can
meet across all disciplines and cre-
ate new work,” Chindlund said. “We
think technology of this nature will
enable rich conversation to take
place [and] enable people to show
their work to each other.”

The new installation features a

lounge setup, with sofas and a cus-
tom table, and allows groups of
students to work together in a small
space, sharing information from in-
dividual devices using the screens,
said Ryan Story, a workplace con-
sultant for OEC Business Interiors
who is working with Columbia.

The technology has been imple-
mented in other colleges, including
Purdue University, the University
of Michigan, and the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
he said.

“We looked at how [collabo-
ration] worked in the past that
[has taken] place in conference
rooms and workstations,” Sto-
ry said. “We came up with the
media:scape to temporarily bring
those people together, those spac-
es together and that sharing of
information together.”

Media:scape technology is made
by Steelcase, a global furniture and
technology manufacturing com-
pany known for its state-of-the-art
office equipment designs, and will
be used to promote working togeth-
er on projects and presentations,
Chindlund said. Students who test
media:scape equipment will be
asked to fill out comment cards to

James Foster THE CHRONICLE

(From left) Jordian Ross, a senior arts entertainment and media management major,Amy Wainwright, a library circulation assistant, and Jasmine Maxwell,
a junior fashion studies major, work at the newly installed media:scape station in the library, 624 S. Michigan Ave. April 5 The system will be available

for students’ use until April 18.

help the college with its research,
Chindlund said.

The feedback from the cards
along with results from a fall 2012
college-wide survey will help nine
focus groups with faculty, staff
and students plan the new library,
Chindlund said.

The college was unable to imple-
ment media:scape testing and the
furniture sooner because of budget
constraints, said Alicia Berg, vice
president of Campus Environment.

Story could not confirm the price
of the media:scape equipment and
installation as of press time.

According to a media:scape spec-
ification guide, the base price for

a medium D-shaped desk height
table with the HDMI console like
the one being tested in the library
is $16,440.

It should be noted that univer-
sities receive 45-55 percent dis-
counts on the equipment, accord-
ing to a sales representative at a
Steelcase distribution dealer in San
Diego, who added prices do not in-
clude the LED flat screens.

The Steelcase sofas’ base prices
range from approximately $1,200
to $3,200, depending on the design,
the specification guide said.

In addition to media:scape, the
college will also implement a book
retrieval system in the new library,

Chindlund said. The college will
not test this technology before
putting it into the new library be-
cause it would be too big to install,
she said.

Students have found the new
media:scape equipment to be help-
ful so far. Jasmine Maxwell, a junior
fashion studies major, said adding
the system was a good idea because
it provides a place for people to plug
in their mobile devices.

“I think it’s also a good for the
screens [because] we do a lot of
group projects here,” Maxwell said.
“I'think it will be very effective.”

twalkmorris@chroniclemail.com
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Golumbia

Concert

1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Hal.l

Monday April 8
Meet the Artist with Todd Rundgren

Wednesday April 10
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series*

at the Conway Center

Student Concert Series

Columbia College Faculty Trio in Concert
at the Sherwood

Thursday April 11
Kelsee Vandervall Senior Recital

Friday April 12
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*

Todd Rundgren Residency Concert (SOLD OUT)

Saturday April 13
Senior Studio Performance #1

*Events with an asterisk do not give recital attendance

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGO

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago

Events

12:00 pm

12:00 pm

7:00 pm
7:30 pm

7:30 pm

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

1:00 pm
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CEIL LUCAS

Its
History
and
Structure

Carolyn McCaskill,
Ceil Lucas,

Robert Bayley,
and Joseph Hill

in collaboration with
Roxanne King,
Pamela Baldwin, and
Randall Hogue

APRIL 12, 2013 7PM  Join the Department of
ASI-English Interpretation
FREE Apmission @S We learn the history

of Black Deaf education
in the US.

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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Jackie Taylor speaks to students at Queens Dinner

by Tatiana Walk-Morris

Assistant Campus Editor

“YOU HAVE TO believe in your-
self—You're going to fail, you're go-
ing to have a whole lot of ‘no’s.” It’s
just going to be that way ... You just
keep going.”

These words were part of the
story of actress, playwright and
former Columbia faculty member
Jackie Taylor, the keynote speaker
at the Queens Dinner, a celebration
in observance of Women’s (Her)
story Month, hosted April 4 in the
618 S. Michigan Ave. Building by
the office of African-American Cul-
tural Affairs. The event theme was
female entrepreneurship in male-
dominated careers, according to
Kimberly Weatherly, director of
African-American Cultural Affairs.

Along with appearing in filmslike
“Barbershop 2: Back in Business,”
“Cooley High” and “Hoodlum,” Tay-
lor is also the founder of the Black
Ensemble Theater Company, 4450
N. Clark St., and has written and
produced more than 100 plays and
musical memoirs.

“This year’s theme is our women
managing to successfully com-
pete in what is still a man’s world,”
Weatherly said. “Taylor was a
wonderful selection because she
founded, created, seized money, got
grants and did everything neces-
sary to open an entire theater.”

SR T T T T T T T

Rena Naltsas THE CHRONICLE

During the Queens Dinner April 14 in the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building, Jackie Taylor encouraged attendees to accomplish their goals in spite of negative

feedback from others and their own fears.

I'd go every-
where and audition,
and everywhere was
not open to us.”

- Jackie Taylor

Taylor, who taught in the The-
ater Department in the 1980s,

spoke about her childhood and ca-
reer in theater and film. Though
she said she encountered some
racial prejudice in the film indus-
try, she said she continued audi-
tioning for roles that directors
said were meant for white women
to play.

“T'd go everywhere and audition,
and everywhere was not open to
us,” Taylor said. “I never limited
myselfto just being black.”

After telling guests about her life,
she opened up the discussion to
questions. When beginning entre-
preneurial careers, Taylor advised
students to tackle tasks one at a
time and to put their personal and
business needs first.

“People say, ‘How do you do ev-
erything that you do?’,” Taylor said.
“I'd say one thing at a time. When
I'm acting, I'm acting ... Then you
make time for yourself where you

do none of it.”

Guests of the Queens Din-
ner were offered a light meal
and listened to junior theater
major Ashley Mondisa sing “I
Know Where I've Been” from
the musical “Hairspray” prior to
Taylor’s speech.

Weatherly said the event was
the first of what she hopes will
become an annual affair involv-
ing others in the Multicultural
Affairs Office. After listening to
Taylor’s story, Weatherly said
she hoped the attendees will gain
insight into becoming an en-
trepreneur and succeeding in
male-dominated careers.

Jovan Landry, a junior film &
video major, said she found Taylor’s
discussion very inspiring.

“I just like how powerful and
aggressive she is, just to get what
she wants done,” Landry said. “I
remember several quotes from her
like, ‘If you're not the problem, then
you're the solution.”

Taylor said she liked the event
theme because it encouraged com-
munication among women entre-
preneurs, and she hoped the at-
tendees will be motivated to pursue
whatever they want in life.

“I want them to be inspired to
look inside, find their greatness,
pull it out and use it,” Taylor said.

twalkmorris@chroniclemail.com
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HIGHER LIVING
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-DUCATION c

the
BUCKINGHAM

Experience better living in a modern, downtown building within walking

distance to the city’s top colleges and universities, public transportation,
the lakefront and all the world-class attractions Chicago has to offer.

Living spaces at the Buckingham aren’t dorm rooms — they’re spacious,
fully furnished apartments. From studios to 4-bedrooms, all units come
with all the conveniences and amenities of modern apartment living.

Free Perks Include:

« In-unit Washer and Dryer

« High-speed Wireless Internet
« 42" HDTVs

« 50+ HD and 4 ESPN channels
« Local Phone Service

« Fitness Center

- Big Screen Movie Theater

AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER AND ACADEMIC YEAR HOUSING 2013 - 312.878.3803 + THEBUCKINGHAMCHICAGO.COM

MANAGED BY
U.S. EQuITIES STUDENT HOUSING
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Columbia reading program begins

by Tyler Eagle

Assistant Campus Editor

STUDENTS, STAFF AND local com-
munity members will have the op-
portunity to engage in a national
book club program, thanks to
Columbia’s library.

For the fourth time since 2008,
the college received funding to par-
ticipate in The Big Read, a national
reading initiative. This year, the li-
brary selected Julia Alvarez’s non-
fiction novel “In The Time of the
Butterflies” as the featured book for
the six-week-long festival.

Theseriesofevents, whichkicked
off April 3, is funded by a $16,000
grant from the National Endow-
ment of the Arts, The Big Read’s
national sponsor, according to the
library’s website.

“The Big Read brings the oppor-
tunity for the college to read one
book at the same time and engage in
meaningful dialogue about it,” said
Kimberly Hale, head of library mar-
keting, outreach and special initia-
tives. “It also encourages reading
across campus and the city.”

This year’s events will include
screenings of the film version of
the novel throughout the Chicago
area, panels and book discussions
and a video conference with Alva-
rez. There will also be a presenta-
tion of The Big Read at Manifest,
Columbia’s end-of-the-year urban
arts festival.

Each year, the NEA awards
grants, ranging from $2,500 to
$20,000, to organizations that ap-
ply to be part of The Big Read. This
year, Columbia is among 78 orga-
nizations nationwide to receive
NEA grants, according to an NEA
press release.

To be awarded the grant, schools
have to encourage reading among
secondary education students, Hale
said. According to her, the library
is working with 14 local schools to
promote the novel and encourage
reading among students.

“It’s an extremely competitive
grant, so we were pleased to get it,”
Hale said, adding that the library
also received an additional $5,000
from the Illinois Humanities
Council to help fund the program.

According to Cole Robertson,
library marketing coordinator,
the bulk of the grant money went
toward purchasing copies of Al-
varez’s novel in English and Span-
ish to be distributed at various Big
Read events.

“In the Time of the Butter-
flies” was chosen as the featured
read because the library wanted
to focus on a culturally diverse
author, Hale said. Library em-
ployees voted from a list of pre-
selected Big Read books prior to
applying for the grant, Hale said.

The majority of the staffvoted for
“In The Time of the Butterflies,” but
Ernest Gaines’ “A Lesson Before

Dying,” a novel about the friend-
ship between an educated man and
a prisoner, and Jorge Hernandez’s
“Sun, Stone, and Shadows,” an an-
thology of Mexican stories, were
also considered, Hale said.

Alvarez’s novel follows the true
story of sisters Patria, Minerva and
Maria Teresa Mirabal, who were
members of an underground move-
ment in the 1960s to overthrow Do-
minican Republican dictator Rafael
Leonidas Trujillo. The women were
assassinated when Trujillo learned
of their activities.

“In The Time of the Butterflies”
creates a connection between the
U.S. and Latin America, said Car-
melo Esterrich, associate profes-
sor in the History, Humanities and
Social Sciences Department, who
delivered a lecture about the Mira-
bal sisters at the April 3 event. He
said the novel is important because
of its accurate historical portrayal.

“The author didn’t have to make
up four fabulously brave and intel-
ligent women,” Esterrich said. “The
Mirabal sisters were real, which is
what is so inspiring and fascinating
about them.”

According to Esterrich, the name
of the novel is derived from the sis-
ters’ codenames during their revo-
lution activities. People respond
strongly to the novel because they
connect to the women’s identities,
particularly their familial roles,
he said.

"

s fact and fiction, building
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James Foster THE CHRONICLE

“In the Time of the Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez, chosen for the Big Read, follows the lives of
four women who sought to incite revolution in the Dominican Republic during the regime of a

notorious dictator.

“It was not just women who
rebelled,” Esterrich said. “It was
wives and mothers.”

Giselle Castillo-Veremis, the
Chicago Consul General of the Do-
minican Republic, attended the
kickoff event at Film Row Cinema
1104 S. Wabash Ave.

Her office, which deals with
Dominican residents in the U.S,,
has been promoting Columbia’s
Big Read events, she said. This is
done by telling the Chicago com-
munity about the event and the
overall topic.

Veremis said she was pleased
when Columbia announced its
choice of “In the Time of the But-
terflies” and is honored that she can
be part of a program that supports
reading and knowledge about her
home country.

“The times [in the novel] were
very difficult for my country,’
Veremis said. “Those women be-
came role models for the women
of the world because they fought
for justice.”

teagle@chroniclemail.com
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FINALISTS
MIP |

Taylor Sitton

Marcus Guy

DAISY

REMEMBRANCE

Dominick Balestri and Dana Coen
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PACTO CON EL DIABLO

Full service photographic
store. Combines helpful and
knowledgeable salespeople to
satisfy to your needs.

230 S Wabash near Jackson Bvld

EXTRA 5% DISCOUNT OFFERED
TO STUDENTS, TEACHERS, CAMERA
CLUB MEMBERS AND SENIORS ON
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312-427-5580

Toll Free: 1-800-421-1899
Fax: 312-427-1898
Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm

Sat 8:30am-5pm
www.centralcamera.com
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FREE ADMISSION

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

April 8,2013



April 8,2013 « 9 J

CAMPUS

Faculty resource center thriving after merger

by Megan Purazrang

Assistant Campus Editor

EVERY SEMESTER, COLUMBIA'S
Center for Innovation in Teaching
Excellence hosts workshops to pro-
vide faculty with the opportunity
to share ideas with peers and learn
new teaching and technology skills
for the classroom.

This spring’s workshops are
“Collaboration Tools in Moodle,”
“Rubric and Grading Skills on
Moodle,” “Using the iPad in Your
Classroom,” “Introduction to Final
Cut Pro X” and “The Fulbright Dif-
ference: An Information Session
and Teaching to Transgress,” based
on the book of the same title by
author bell hooks.

“We do not see ourselves as a re-
medial site, we are not here to fix
what is broken, but more to inspire
and to be a location for knowledge
that is shared between instructors,”
said Lott Hill, executive director
for CITE.

The center has a total of approxi-
mately 40 fellowships, or com-
munities of interest, that fall into
five main categories: Innovation,
Moodle, Virtual Learning Commu-
nity, Timothy J. Densmore Service-
Learning and Cross-Curricular
Collaboration, according to Hill.

CITE is the result of a 2012
merger between the Center for
Teaching Excellence and the Cen-

ter for Instructional Technology.
The department is a place for Co-
lumbia faculty to refine their teach-
ing processes, according to Hill.

Hill said CITE is beneficial in
multiple ways and the primary
function is to provide a place for
the community of teachers to come
and discuss issues that pertain to
learning in the classroom. Teach-
ers have the opportunity to speak
to collegues outside their specific
disciplines as well as in their fields.

According to Hill, CITE has been
working with the deans’ offices and
various department chairs to de-
termine what support the faculty
needs, such as learning how to cre-
ate engaging classroom environ-
ments and integrate technology
into teaching.

“Because of limited budgets, we
can’t possibly offer support in ev-
ery single area that faculty may
identify, but the primary areas of
support are those around the use of
technology, either in the classroom
or to support classroom learning,”
Hill said.

Michael Humphreys, an ad-
junct faculty member in the Film &
Video Department, began teaching
at Columbia in 2001 and started
attending CTE and CIT seminars
during his first year at Columbia,
which helped improve his technol-
ogy skills and teaching methods,
he said.

According to Humphreys, the
center has improved the program
since he began attending CITE.
Those in charge are listening to
professors’ suggestions for work-
shops and accommodating the re-
quests as best they can, he said.

“One of the most important
things about the program has
been the interaction that I've
had with instructors from other
departments,” Humphreys said.
“[1t] is wonderful because we all
learn from each other and pass
[on] to our students and our
classes and CITE and its precur-
sors have helped to instill that in
the instructors who have been in
the workshops.”

Humphreys said while he uses
Moodle in his classes and believes
itis useful, there is no substitute for
the one-on-one contact technology
cannot replace.

Humphreys said the workshops
are angled toward recently hired
and adjunct faculty, but full-time
professors also attend.

CITE is offering less computer
training because Lynda.com, a web
tutorial tool, has now become the
main resource for professors and
students, he said.

Soo La Kim, director of CITE,
said a new improvisation work-
shop that will run for the second
time on April 19 will help the
classroom dynamic by promoting

communication between faculty
and students.

“One of the key skills in improvi-
sation is listening really well to the
other people in the room,” Kim said.
“That is one [workshop] we are
really excited about.”

David Noffs, instructional spe-
cialist in the CITE Department has
been at Columbia since 2005 and
said employees were let go when
the CTE and CIT merged into one
unified department. Noffs said
there is a lot of work left to do be-

cause teaching is a very dynamic
field, but CITE has been advanta-
geous about filling the gaps.

Noff said he thinks the merger
is positive and brings a better per-
spective to faculty.

“I think bringing together the
technology and the pedagogy is
a tremendous area of growth for
us in our department, and it re-
ally makes more sense with modern
education to do that,” Noff said.

mpurazrang@chroniclemail.com

Rena Naltsas THE CHRONICLE

Lott Hill, executive director for the Center of Innovation in Teaching Excellence, discusses how to ensure
success in a classroom during Instructional Development Fest April 5 in the 600 S. Michigan

Ave. Building.
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Continued from Front Page

The system was fully tested dur-
ing spring break to assure that all
2,000 AlertWave devices, such as
LED screens and strobe lights, were
functioning properly, according to
Koverman. He said there were only
five devices that malfunctioned
during the test; however, the issue
was not that they didn’t operate but
that they would not turn off.

Koverman said he is currently
identifying areas where more de-
vices may be needed.

In the event of a violent intruder,
the standard procedure is to call
911 then send out an AlertWave
message to the affected building
followed by a Send Word Now alert,
the college’s mass email and phone
notification system, to alert the
campus community of the incident,
according to Koverman.

Students have been automatical-
ly signed up to receive Send Word
Now alerts for at least a year, ac-
cording to Berg.

In the event of a violent intruder
at a nearby university, such as Roo-
sevelt or DePaul, the college would
likely use Send Word Now to alert
all students in the area, Koverman
said. Each case would be handled
on an individual basis, he said.

According to Berg, Campus Saf-
ety & Security decides how to re-
spond to a violent intruder, rather
than rely on cross-department

decision-making.

“[The college’s] emergency plan
is basically an organizational struc-
ture to bring the appropriate people
to make decisions on how to re-
spond to emergencies,” she said. “In
the event of aviolent intruder, cam-
pus security trumps all.”

At the April 5 session, Koverman
outlined how the campus should
respond to a violent intruder and
an AlertWave message. When an
AlertWave message goes off, people
need to listen to it completely be-
fore responding, he said.

When faced with a violent in-
truder situation, Koverman said
there are three options: run, hide
or fight. The best option is to run,
he said, adding that if a violent
intruder enters a classroom, the
best option is to fight, despite be-
ing the option people are less likely
to encourage.

“You only have one choice: pick
up alaptop or a chair to do anything
you need to do to get that stop,”
Koverman said. “[Fighting] is bet-
ter than not fighting.”

Martha Meegan, director of
Campus Safety & Security, and Sha-
ron Wilson-Taylor, associate vice
president and dean of students, dis-
cussed the Behavioral Assessment
and Violence Assessment Team, a
group that was formed as part of the
campus’s violence prevention plan,
during the session.

The team is a collection of rep-
resentatives from different campus
departments who work with the of-

fice of Campus Safety & Security to
deal with reports of students and
staff exhibiting behavior indicating
that they may be a danger to them-
selves or others, Meegan said.

“[The teams] are early warning
systems because if we have some-
one who is getting increasingly
disturbed we'd rather have that ad-
dressed early,” Berg said.

The team meets with the re-
ported individual and examines the
context and severity of the reported
behavior before making a decision
on how to proceed, such as whether
a student should be on campus or
whether that student should be re-
ferred to counseling services, ac-
cording to Meegan.

“We push the boundaries in our
artwork sometimes,” Meegan said.
“It’s important for us as a commu-
nity to recognize when a person
needs help or an intervention.”

Wilson-Taylor explained that
posts on social media websites that
pertain to a member of campus
or the college as a whole also fall
under the team’s jurisdiction. Stu-
dents or faculty who wish to report
such behavior may do so by calling
the Security Command Center to
file areport, Meegan said.

“We would rather you call 100
times than not call the one time it
might matter,” Koverman said.

The next security session will be
held April 12 in Hokin Hall, 623 S.
Wabash Ave., at 1 p.m.

teagle@chroniclemail.com

» ABUSE

Continued from PG. 3
College Prep, 1616 S. Spaulding
Ave., and Ida Crown Jewish Acad-
emy, 2828 W. Pratt Blvd., Lang-
worthy said. CCAP is a program at
Columbia that is funded by vari-
ous grants, which were awarded
under the condition that it reports
any signs of abuse and neglect,
she added.

“[CCAP] has been pretty strict
to make sure [staff report abuse
and neglect] before anyone is able
to step into a school or start with
CCAP,” Langworthy said.

Although DCFS’ policy is strict,
Langworthy said CCAP members
do not mind having to make such
reports because they understand
that it’s protocol.

According to Langworthy, CCAP
staff members have reported such
incidents “from time to time.” In
the 11 years she has worked for
CCAP, she said about one or two
offenses were brought to her atten-
tion each year.

She added that this number is
not reflective of the actual number
of cases because staff members are
not required to tell CCAP adminis-
trators if they report an incident.

Megan Powers, program man-
ager for the Summer Arts Program,
which offers summer programs
focused in media performing and
visual arts to 40 Chicago Public
Schools and private schools in the

city, said the program has also al-
ways reported child abuse for the
20 years that it has been an entity
on campus.

If a program staff member sends
a report to DCFS, they are also re-
quired to notify Powers, who then
relays the report that has been
filed to her supervisor and the Hu-
man Resources Department so the
college has record of it, which is
similar to the policy the college is
now implementing.

Those who work for the Sum-
mer Arts Program are required to
go through mandatory training ev-
ery summer on how to report these
incidents, which reinforces the
signs of child abuse and neglect as
well as how to report an incident,
Powers said.

As program manager, Powers
said she has also gone through
DCFS’ training.

Powers, who works directly with
students in the program, said it is
important for educators to report
child abuse and neglect because
the state of Illinois considers them
“mandated reporters.”

“We do have minors on campus
and we do work with a large
community of people, so I think as
educators it is important that we
have access to these [trainings and
hotlines] so that we can provide a
safe and welcoming environment to
students who come [to Columbia],”
Powers said.

akukulka@chroniclemail.com

SCAN HERE BY MAY 24 TO
ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A
TRIP FOR YOU AND A FRIEND

TO EUROPE.
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DEAL ON A TRIP
TO EUROPE.

All prices valid at time of print. See stores for restrictions.
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11 East Congress Parkway
Chicago, IL60605
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chi@statravel.com
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The deadline to apply is fast approaching!

Interested? Email: jchambers@colum.edu Or call us at: 323 960 8020

INFORMATION SESSION DATES & LOCATIONS

Thursday, April 11th 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Film and Video Center
11:30am - 12:30 pm 1104 S. Wabash, Room 504
Alexandroff Campus Center
600 S. Michigan, Room 1301 Friday, April 12th

2:30 pm -3:30 pm 11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Interactive Arts Media Center Film and Video Center
916 S. Wabash, Room 149 1104 S. Wabash, Room 504

Spend your Summer in Hollywood

- LEARN FROM INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS

- NETWORKWITH AGENCY, STUDIO, & DIGITAL INSIDERS
- PITCHTO STUDIO EXECUTIVES

- SECURE INTERNSHIPS & JOBS IN ENTERTAINMENT

Apply Online Today at:
www.colum.edu/semesterinla Be Sure to Apply Before April 19th
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Continued from PG. 3
project announcement of what he
will teach and letters of recomm-
endation. After submitting the
application, Pacyga said he went
through a peer review interview.

Pacyga said all four of his
grandparents came from Poland,
and he considers himself a Polish
mountaineer. He grew up in Archer
Heights, a well-known Polish
area of Chicago, and attended the
University of Illinois at Chicago for
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
and a Ph.D. in history.

Though he speaks both English
and Polish, Pacyga said he will teach
History of Chicago in English.

He said he has always been inter-
ested in history, first focusing on
Polish history and later expanding
his field of study to American and
immigration history.

This is not the first time Pacyga
has taught abroad. He said he was
a visiting scholar in 2005 at the
University of Oxford in England
and also taught The History of
the European City through the
Florence program in Italy, a
summer abroad course offered
through Columbia.

He has published six books,
including “Chicago: A Biography”
in 2009 and “Polish Immigrants
and Industrial Chicago” in 2003.
His next book, which he said will

be about Chicago’s Union Stock
Yards, is expected to be released in
2015 and will be published by the
University of Chicago Press. Pacyga
said he plans to write another book
while on sabbatical, though he has
not yet chosen a topic.

Pacyga became a staff member at
Columbia in 1980 as the associate
director of the Southeast Chicago
Historical Project, an initiative
to gather history of the Southeast
Side, for which he received a grant
from the National Endowment
for Humanities.

In 1984, Pacyga joined the
college as a faculty member in the
HHSS Department.

“I guess I'm one of those people
that went to college and never left,”
Pacyga said, adding that he enjoys
teaching at Columbia because the
students are great to work with
and energetic.

“[Columbia] gave me a lot of
personal freedom to do whatever
kind of research I wanted to do, and
that has always been important to
me,” Pacyga said.

Pegeen Reichert Powell, the
president of Faculty Senate and
associate professor in the English
Department, said she has worked
closely with Pacayga in the
Faculty Senate.

Powell said she is proud of
Pacyga and that he deserves the
recognition and opportunity.

“He’s such a force to be reckoned
with on campus, and I say that in

the most positive way,” Reichert
Powell said. “Especially as a junior
faculty when he was clearly one
of the most well-respected senior
colleagues. He is just one of those
people you look up to and admire.”

When a full-time faculty member
leaves on sabbatical or for a short-
term leave it is standard to find a
part-time professor to take over his
or her classes, said Steven Corey,
chair of the HHSS Department.
Or, if there is enough money in the
budget, the department will hire
someone to temporarily fill the full-
time position. The department is
currently deciding which option to
pursue, Corey said.

Receiving the Fulbright to fund
teaching abroad is an incredible
opportunity for Pacyga, he added.

“One of the reasons I came to
Columbia was to be in the same
department with Pacyga,” Corey
said. “He is well known, and I was
really excited to get to know him
and towork with him. It’sapleasure
to have him in the department.”

During his time on sabbatical,
Pacyga said he will also visit local
friends. He plans to read and enjoy
Polish culture.

“Columbia has always
encouraged me to research and
write about any topic I saw fit,”
Pacyga said. “It is one of the great
freedoms of being an academic
historian.”

mpurazrang@chroniclemail.com

Each week, students, faculty, staff and alumni have the opportunity
to get their work published in the Chronicle. Send us your stuff!

by: Emily Spieler

freshman photography major

“DANCER”
o

»visit www.ColumbiaChronicle.com for full work

STUDENT BIO: Spieler said she believes a portrait is not just a snapshot but showcases
the subject’s personality. Her company, Emily Spieler Photography, works to define
characteristics of an individual. Spieler feels lucky being able to start her company at
such a young age and is looking forward to her future career.

- email submissions to submit@chroniclemail.com

REGISTRATION BEGINS APRIL 8TH. WE ARE HERE.

College Advisors are seeing all students on a walk-in basis between April 8 and April 19. If you have a question, come on in & get help...

e Understanding graduation requirements
* Planning your summer & fall schedules
* Considering awesome electives
» Creating academic, personal or career goals
* Registering for classes in our computer lab

To help as many students as possible, College Advisors are not scheduling appointments until after April 19.

1/

WE CAN HELP. WALK IN!
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Walk in between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday & until 5 p.m. on Friday.
The College Advising Center is located in suite 300 of the 623 S. Wabash Building.

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGO

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
www.facebook.com/columbiacac
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Soap box hero

lllinois is home to world
champion of alternative
international sport

by Doug Pitorak

Sports & Health Editor

DRIVERS, DON'T START your en-
gines, for within the world of
soap box derby, Chicago has plen-
ty to compensate for the lack
of horsepower.

Laura Overmyer, a 23-year-
old Illinois resident, won the
18-26-year-old Ultimate Speed
Division in 2012 at the 75th an-
nual First Energy All-American
Soap Box Derby—the sport’s world
championship held in Akron, Ohio.
Though it was her first win as the
driver, the victory marked the third
title for the Overmyer team, which
she said is composed of her par-
ents, brother and two other men
who specialize in wheel research.
After winninglast year, she said her
family decided to retire, though she
hopes to return when she has her
own kids.

“It’s one of those things that not
a lot of people know about it,” said
Overmyer, a second year graduate
student at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign College of

Veterinary Medicine. “It’s a very
small crowd following, and it’s
a pretty interesting sport. There’s
a lot more that goes into it than I
think people oftentimes realize.”

She said she started racing at age
14 in The Greater Chicago Soap Box
Derby Association, which will in-
troduce a new group of racers to the
sport with its Rookie Race on April
21 in Naperville, I11., according to
Stan Iglehart, the association’s
race director.

Iglehart said the group, which
welcomes racers 8-17 years old,
has existed since the mid 1980s
and, with approximately 40 racers,
is one of the smaller offshoots of
the All-American Soap Box Derby,
which started in 1934 and hosts
world championships at Derby
Downs in Akron.

Overmyer said the close-knit
soap box community is part of the
sport’s appeal.

“There’s also a lot of good sports-
manship in soap box derby racing
because it’s such a small sport,” she
said. “You see a lot of the same peo-
ple over and over again [and] there’s
alot of competition, but I think that
the drivers know how to keep it
in perspective.”

According to Iglehart, the Chi-

Courtesy STAN IGLEHART

Grace Iglehart, the daughter of Stan Iglehart, race director for the The Greater Chicago Soap Box Derby Association, races in June 2011 in Napenville, I1l.

cago racers typically partake in five
races annually to earn a trip to the
world championships in Akron,
which according to Bobby Din-
kins, director of marketing for the
AASBD, drew a crowd 0of 15,000 last
summer to watch about 450 partic-
ipants from the U.S., Japan, Germa-
ny and New Zealand.

Dinkins said there are approxi-
mately 130 host cities worldwide,
including Chicago.

In total, host cities hold an esti-

mated 600 races annually. Iglehart
said host cities offer two types of
races—Ilocal races and rally races—
both of which feature two cars rac-
ing down a hill at once.

Across the world there is one lo-
cal race per host city each season
and only racers who live in the area
can participate. The costis between
$50-$100 per entry, Iglehart said.
The Chicago area local race will be
held June 2 in Naperville, and the
winners of the respective divisions

at thelocal race automatically qual-
ify for the world championships,
he said.

The rally race, which Iglehart
said functions similartoa NASCAR
race, involves racers across the
country who can participate in any
rally race they choose for an average
of $30 per race. Drivers earn points
for each race they compete in, and
the AASBD tallies those points.

» SEE SOAP BOX, PG. 17

Justin Kase

June 1, 1985-October 5, 2012

“Wow, my swag is insane today!
#YOLO #swagcannnotdie”

Follow me @: justinkase_liveson
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The grim tweetet

New social media websites
allow users to schedule
postmortem messages

by Hallie Zolkower-Kutz

Assistant Sports & Health Editor

VISITING A GRAVE to communicate
with aloved one is a common prac-
tice. But soon, the dead may be able
to communicate back with the cre-
ation of new social media websites
that allow deceased users’ profiles
to remain virtually active.

A website called DeadSoci.al was
launched at South by Southwest
in March. The site allows users to
create scheduled tweets, Facebook
posts or LinkedIn messages to be
distributed after they die, accord-

ing to the website.

Messages, videos and audio re-
cordings can be posted right after
death or be scheduled to send on
anniversaries or special occasions,
according to the website. Users can
appoint a friend or family member
to act as an administrator for their
profiles, ensuring that messages are
sent when the original user intend-
ed, the website said.

In addition to controlling one’s
online legacy, other sites allow us-
ers to exist online even after death.
LivesOn, which will launch in the
coming months, will analyze a us-
er’s existing Twitter feed and cre-
ate an online “twin” that can post
after the user is dead, according to
creator Dave Bedwood, a creative

partner at the U.K.-based ad agency
Lean Mean Fighting Machine.

With the tagline, “When your
heart stops beating, you'll keep
tweeting,” LivesOn uses artificial
intelligence to document every
post on a person’s Twitter account
and get a sense of what they like,
analyzing it much like a Netflix ac-
count assesses a user’s film tastes
to suggest movies. LivesOn users
also appoint someone to be their
future administrator to make the
alias Twitter feed public, according
to Bedwood.

With so many social media pro-
files left behind by the deceased,
websites that deal with social

» SEE LIVESON, PG. 17
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TOLERANCE IS NOT the first word
that comes to mind when describ-
ing the atmosphere surrounding
men’s basketball and football, and
it’s obvious why. Two recent events
shed light on the sports’ homopho-
bic tendencies, despite strides the
gay community has made toward
achieving equality.

The first and most explosive
example is the recent scandal in-
volving former Rutgers University
men’s basketball Head Coach Mike
Rice. For those of you behind on
your scandal news, here’s a recap:
Rice was fired April 3 after videos
of him yelling homophobic slurs
and physically assaulting players
during practice were leaked. It was
later revealed that Rutgers admin-
istrators knew about the abuse
last year, prompting the public
to demand top administrators be
fired, as well.

Rice’s most disseminated quote
from the video is, “You f---king
fairy. You're a f---king fa---t.”

That same week, an NFL inter-
nal investigation determined there
was no “specific evidence of any
violations” regarding allegations
that teams asked potential players
about their sexuality during the
NFL combine, according to an
April 4 Washington Post article.

ay even in sports

Although the league found no
wrongdoing on its own part, Nick
Kasa, a player at the combine, said
he was asked “if he liked girls” dur-
ing team interviews.

It is not enough to call these inci-
dences terrible and wrong because
that’s obvious. To prevent such ha-
tred from occurring, it is necessary
to examine why these situations
continue to happen and address
the problem at the source.

Sports communities are known
for their intolerance of gays, a
sentiment often attributed to the
machismo culture of men’s sports.
But perhaps we are misdiagnosing
the root of the problem.

A handful of people in power at
sporting institutions are bigots, but
some of them, like NFL free agent
Brendon Ayanbadejo, are outspo-
ken gay rights activists. This is no
different than the mixture of bigots
and activists within society in
general, yet the sports community
is often singled out. The sad reality
is that there are still people in our
society, lots of them, who hate gay
people. This dichotomy is just are-
flection of the societal norms that
allow people to believe that it is
OK to oppress someone’s personal
freedoms because of who they are.
Mentalities need to change before

we can see change in individual
communities like sports.

Unfortunately, we live in a coun-
try that still sends the message
that gay people are somehow lesser
citizens. The fact is gays don’t have
equal rights, whether it’s the right
to play sports without having their
sexuality questioned, legal protec-
tion from hate crimes or the right
to marry whom they love. Perhaps
once society sends the message
that it’s OK to be gay, sports com-
munities will follow suit.

Until that time comes, incidents
like Rice’s homophobic slurs and
the NFL’s less than proper inter-
rogating will continue. We should
continue to call them out for being
hateful and discriminatory to fight
the misconception that gay people
don’t deserve the same rights as
everyone else.

Iwoods@chroniclemail.com

Device counts white blood

by Doug Pitorak

Sports & Health Editor

IF SITTING THROUGH a four-hour
biology class is tough, try teaching
it with an appendix on the verge
of bursting. Columbia biology pro-
fessor Heather Minges Wols said
she experienced just that in fall
2011. But a new portable device
could have saved her alot of trouble.

The day before class, she said a
pain developed in her right side.
That day, she took a white blood cell
count test at the hospital, which
Wols said is often used to assist
physicians in diagnosing illnesses.
Though the location of her pain
suggested appendicitis, she said the
doctor prolonged diagnosing her
until the test results were available
the next morning.

Wols said she went to work de-
spite her pain, and after teaching
her Microbiology: Unseen Life
class, she received messages from
her doctor ordering her to go to

the emergency room, where, sur-
gery was readied. She said the test
counted about 22,000 white blood
cells per microliter of blood, far
above the normal range of 4,500-
10,000, as suggested by the Nation-
al Institutes of Health.

“If it were [diagnosed] on site, it
could be one of those things where
the doctor could say, ‘Hey, let’s do
[surgery] right now,” she said. “I
was actually lucky that they could
get the white blood cell count the
next morning. Sometimes, depend-
ing on where you have to send it and
how backed up the lab is, [it] could
be a couple of days.”

A portable device developed by
researchers at the California In-
stitute of Technology could sig-
nificantly cut down on dangerously
long wait times for test results, as
in Wols’ case. The device can pro-
vide a white blood cell count in less
than 10 minutes without having
to send samples to a lab, accord-
ing to a paper published April 7

Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE

Columbia biology professor Heather Minges Wols said a device that would provide on-site results of

white blood cell tests could quicken diagnoses.

cells on-site

in Lab on a Chip, a peer-reviewed
science journal.

“If [white blood cell count and
blood chemistry] are good, that
means you are not in a dangerous
state,” said Yu-Chong Tai, professor
of electrical engineering at Caltech
and lead project researcher. “But if
these two are going to the extreme,
it’s urgent.”

Taisaid the device was developed
over the last four years through
funding by the National Space
Biomedical Research Institute, a
research group funded by NASA,
which sought a means of count-
ing white blood cells in astronauts
during flight.

According to Tai, the precise pa-
rameters required for such a test to
work in space—small, lightweight,
easy to use and long lasting—would
translate to a desirable product on
Earth as well.

Tai hopes the suitcase contain-
ing the electronics will be mass-
produced and available for a couple
hundred dollars.

The researchers received two
blood samples from nine anony-
mous donors for the research,
according to the paper. For one
test, Tai said one would need to
prick a fingertip for a single drop
of blood.

According to Tai, the blood is
sucked through a tube and runs
through a cartridge that contains
a dye mixture, which was specifi-
cally chosen to utilize dyes that are

» CELLS, PG. 17

Featured Athlete

Keith Liddell, Boxer

by Nader Ihmoud

Sports Web Editor

KEITH LIDDELL CAN pack a
punch—fast.

Liddell, born and raised in
Chicago, holds the Guinness
World Record for fastest punch,
clocking in at 44 miles per hour.
Liddell, who also holds the re-
cord for most contact punches in
a minute—900—said Chicago’s
gritty streets prompted him to
begin his boxing career.

His success led him to qualify
for the 2012 Olympics in Lon-
don, but a double hernia kept
him from competing. He plans to
try to qualify again for the 2016
Olympics in Brazil.

The Chronicle sat down and
talked with Liddell about his
path to the 2016 Olympics and
records he has broken.

The Chronicle: Did you get
into alot of fights as a kid?

Keith Liddell: T wouldnt say
that, but there were some fisti-
cuffs without the cuffs.

How did your double her-
nia happen, and how did you
feel when you couldn’t go to
the Olympics?

[I] Pulled [my groin]. [I] actu-
ally was sparring, and I did the
wrong twist. I was pissed. I actu-
ally wanted to [go to the Olym-
pics] anyway, but I was strongly
advised against that because in
boxing, they do have a tendency
to hit where you hurt.

What are you currently
working toward?

I'm thinking about [training]
again for the 2016 Olympics.

What is the training process
like for the Olympics?

You can go to a local [gym] and
train. If youre good enough,
people will actually recruit you,
totally free. You go into a couple
fights [and] if you progress, you

Age: 26 Affiliation: Body Tac Dojo

o
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go into a bigger circuit. Then you
can always do the application
process with the Olympics.

How do you mentally prepare
for a fight?

You are going to get hit. Prepare
to basically go in there and throw
a couple of punches, set him up
and dodge a couple if you can, and
then go for the knock-out.

What motivates you to fight
at 26?

Basically [to] just spread the word
of Chicago. That’s all it’s about.
Putting Chicago back on the map
and [showing] that we are as big
and as bad as New York, or possi-
bly even better. We are tough, we
don’t back down. We are the city
of broad shoulders.

How much training did it take
to break the records?

Four years’ worth. Basically, you
have to set yourself up where
you’re putting all your energy into
one massive punch. Training for
this recent world record took a
lot out of me. [I] trained for four
years, combining speed torque
and velocity to get your punch
maximum punch.

What are your dreams?

I always wanted to be World
Champion, but I guess the closest
I got was the Guinness [record].

Are you planning to get into
the professional boxing
circuit?

Possibly, if T get in shape and get
dedicated again.

How long would it take you to
prepare for that?

I would say [if I] start getting in
shape around June of this year [I
could] commence in about a year
and get back into the main circuit.

nihmoud@chroniclemail.com
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Sapphire smartphone
screens outshine glass

by Hallie Zolkower-Kutz

Assistant Sports & Health Editor

THE WOES OF cracked or scratched
smartphone screens could eventu-
ally be a thing of the past thanks to
synthetic sapphire, a more durable
material than the current one used
for smartphone screens.

The MIT Technology Review
published an article March 30 pre-
dicting that sapphire, which is al-
ready used in the cameralens of Ap-
ple’s iPhone 5, will become the new
material of choice for smartphone
screens because of its strength.

“[Sapphire] is the second hard-
est material in nature after the
diamond,” said Dee Johnson, vice
president of investor relations at
Rubicon Technology, a commer-
cial producer of synthetic sap-
phire based in Bensenville, Ill. “So
when we talk about something
like a cellphone faceplate or cell-
phone camera lens, it’s extremely
scratch-resistant.”

Sapphire screens would replace
current smartphones’ Gorilla Glass
screens, a patented glass material
engineered to be wear-resistant.
Sapphire is three times stronger
than Gorilla Glass, according to the
MIT Technology Review.

Synthetic sapphire’s place in the
market is growing as it becomes

cheaper to produce, but it is still
costly, Johnson said, adding that
the buzz about sapphire screens
may be premature.

“There’s got to be a little more
time involved to find a cost-effec-
tive solution, so we’re not looking
for a 2013 or even a 2014 phenom-
enon,” she said. “We're working on
a number of approaches to resolve
how we can provide sapphire prod-
ucts for [the smartphone] market.

Industrially made sapphire has
been in use for decades, mostly for
the production of LED light bulbs
and high-end watch crystals, ac-
cording to Jeff Nestel-Patt, director
of marketing communications at
Michigan-based producer of sap-
phire GT Technologies. But as cre-
ating sapphire becomes more cost
efficient, markets that were pre-
viously out of reach will open up,
he said.

A complete synthetic sapphire
screen for a smartphone can cost
$15-$30, up to to three times more
than a $3 Gorilla Glass screen, ac-
cording to Nestel-Patt. He said GT
Technologies is working on more
cost-effective ways to incorpo-
rate sapphire in devices already on
the market.

“We’re working with an [original
equipment manufacturer] who is
looking at offering a sapphire cover

SPORTS & HI
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Bensenville, Ill.-based Rubicon Technology makes synthetic sapphire, which could be used for smartphones and windows because of its durability.

screen as an after-market protec-
tive device,” he said. “It would come
complete with optically clear glue.
You just drop it on so it becomes
an additional protective screen.”
Johnson said Rubicon was given
aresearch contract with the United
States Military in 2012 to create 36-
inch windows of 2-inch thick sap-
phire for military aircrafts. In order
to manufacture such a large piece
of sapphire, Johnson said engineers
at Rubicon had to create a com-
pletely new growth methodology.
“There are different ways to grow
sapphire crystals,” she said. “But
there has [previously] been no tech-
nology in the world that can grow a
large sheet that is also thick.”
Johnson said to manufacture

sapphire, Rubicon starts by melting
powdered aluminum oxide in a fur-
nace at 3,800 degrees. Then, a sin-
gle crystal of sapphire is introduced
to provide the aluminum oxide a
surface to crystalize on. The result
is a transparent, hockey puck-like
shape that is filed down and pol-
ished into the desired shape.
Nestel-Patt said synthetic sap-
phire could compete with glass
materials on the market in the
future. In addition to its durabil-
ity, the crystalline structure of sap-
phire allows it to reflect a wider
spectrum of light than traditional
glass, allowing for clearer visuals
and less distortion, said Marjo-
rie Yuhas, adjunct faculty mem-
ber in Columbia’s Science and

Mathematics Department.

“Sapphire is a crystal, whereas
glass is a material without any crys-
tal structure, so the transmission of
light is different,” she said. “There
could be applications for sapphire
in buildings, where it would pro-
vide an enhanced environment
just by the wavelength of light that
it transmits.”

As new markets welcome the re-
duced cost of sapphire production,
Nestel-Patt said sapphire will prove
its use one way or another.

“It's a huge market,” he said.
“There’s no question that sapphire
will find a place within that market
and find a niche for itself.”

hzk@chroniclemail.com

OPENING
RECEPTIO

°O-7

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2013

N 624 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
3%° FLOOR NORTH

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

PM

,—F——Q—-’-‘--‘ = COLUMBIA
[ SERRGHLIGHTY  CHRONICLE

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO A SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING

FROM THE ACADEMY AWARD'-WINNING DIRECTOR OF

"SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE"

anD 127 HOURS®

"Yokokok

SEXY, SUSPENSEFUL,

AND ADAZZLING BRAIN-SCRAMBLING MYSTERY."

EMPIRE

JAMES VIN
CAS!

McAVOY

TRANC

CENT

EL DAWS

ROSARIO
(o]}

A DANNY BOYLE FILM
s LW N N5 ST U A "SRR M R SN

B wem vie

TRANCETHEMOVIE.COM

TO PICK UP A PAIR OF PASSES, STOP BY THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE OFFICE
AT 33 E. CONGRESS PKWY., SUITE 224.

THIS FILM IS RATED R. RESTRICTED. Under 17 Requires Accompanying Parent or Adult Guardian.

Please note: Passes received through this promotion are available on a first-come, first-served basis, while supplies last. Passes do not guarantee you a seat at the theatre. Seating is on a
first-come, first-served basis, except for members of the reviewing press. Theatre is overbooked to ensure a full house. No admittance once screening has begun. All federal, state and local
regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket, and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Fox Searchlight Pictures, The Columbia
Chronicle and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or
redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, recipient is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of
the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase necessary. Participating sponsors, their employees and family members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS!

IN SELECT THEATRES APRIL 12

April 8,2013 - 15



THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

[ 16 April8, 2013

Collins hire a
‘slam dunk’

by Nader Ihmoud
Sports Web Editor
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY HAS
instilled new hope for its basketball
program with the hiring of a man
who is expected to build his own
program and legacy as the team’s
24th head coach.

Northwestern officially an-
nounced Chris Collins as the new
head coach on March 27 and pre-
sented the former Duke University
associate head coach to the public
at an April 2 press conference at
Welsh Ryan Arena in Evanston,
IIl. Collins addressed concerns
about the program’s lack of suc-
cess in the past and expressed
excitement about building a
consistent winner.

Collins played guard for Duke
from 1992-96 and joined the Blue
Devils’ coaching staff in 2000
as legendary Head Coach Mike
Krzyzewski’s associate head coach.
The Blue Devils’ season ended with
a loss to the Louisville University
Cardinals in the NCAA’s Elite 8 on
March 31.

Collins, who is from the Chica-
goland area, met the four critical
qualifications set out by North-
western Vice President of Athlet-
ics and Recreation Jim Phillips.
Collins will replace former Head
Coach Bill Carmody, who was fired
after failing for 13 seasons to get the
Wildcats to their first NCAA tour-
nament in university history, as re-
ported by The Chronicle March 16.

Phillips called Collins the per-
fect candidate because he had al-

ready experienced success on and
off the court, is ethically sound,
fit the institution well and has
had success recruiting for the
Blue Devils.

“I feel [being at Duke] has pre-
pared me in every way to lead
this program to new heights,”
Collins said.

He said, the first thing he did
when he arrived in Chicago was
meet with the current Wildcat
players.

“My first priority was to build a
connection with the guys I'm going
into battle with,” he said.

Aprilis abig recruiting month, so
Collins said he plans to get on the
recruiting trail as soon as possible.
But before he can begin recruit-
ing, he must assemble his coaching
staff, which he said he would like to
have on hand to help him recruit.

“Developing a great staffis one of
the key components to being suc-
cessful,” Collins said. “I'm going to
want guys that are going to fight to-
gether, complement each other and
complement me [and] some of the
strengths and weakness I have and
help me get better.”

Collins said he will target players
from Chicago, which he called the
best basketball city in the country,
but he will not focus entirely on the
city. He said he wants the students
he recruits for Northwestern to be
the perfect fit both academically
and athletically.

“Just like it’s a great fit for me
to be the coach here, I also want to
find the guys that it’s the perfect fit
for them to play here, and it doesn’t

Photos James Foster THE CHRONICLE

Top: Chris Collins (right), son of Philadelphia 76ers Head Coach Doug Collins, has taken over as Northwestern University’s 24th head basketball coach.
Bottom left: Doug Collins, Chris Collins’ father, looks on as his son is introduced as the newest head coach of the Wildcats. Bottom Right: Northwestern’s
Vice President of Athletics and Recreation Jim Phillips (left) hired Collins even though he doesn’t have head coaching experience.

matter to me where they are from,”
Collins said.

spoken with Sina, who as of press

My first priority was to build a

connection with the guys I'm going into

battle with.”

Jaren Sina, a top high school
point guard from New Jersey, had
signed aletter of intent with North-
western, but following the firing of
Carmody, he was allowed to go back
into the recruiting pool, according
to a March 18 Chicago Tribune ar-
ticle. Sina has received offers from
10 Division I teams, according to an
ESPN report.

Per NCAA rules, Collins was not
allowed to speak about student-
athletes who are not on the roster
or have not signed a letter of intent
to attend Northwestern. But the
Tribune reported that Collins has

- Chris Collins

time, is still undecided.

Good recruiting may help bolster
the team’s post-season prospects.
Northwestern has never made
it to the NCAA Tournament, but
Collins said that doesn’t concern
him; rather, he is embracing it as a
challenge. He also said he expects
more from the program than just a
tournament berth.

“My goal coming to Northwest-
ern is to build a top-notch basket-
ball program,” Collins said. “I want
to be here for a long time, and it’s
exciting for me to put my imprint
on this university.”

Collins said once his team is set
he will decide on the style of play
that will be most beneficial.

“You should tailor what you do
based upon your personnel,” he
said. “I want to showcase my star
players and complement them with
the right pieces.”

During his press conference,
Collins also addressed his famous
father, Doug Collins, and the condi-
tion of Welsh Ryan Arena.

Collins spoke vehemently about
turning the arena into the “best
home court advantage in the Big
Ten.” He said the first step in do-
ing so is putting a championship
product on the court so 8,000-plus
Wildcat fans will fill the stands.
With that, he said Welsh Ryan
would be a tough place to play.

“The last time I was in Welsh
Ryan was 1992, Collins said. “I
was playing in the super sectional
[for Glenbard North High School]
against Stevenson [High School]
and the place was packed. You
couldn’t find a seat in here and it
was an unbelievable atmosphere.”

Collins will have coaching as-
sistance from his father, who for-
merly coached the Chicago Bulls.
Doug Collins is currently the head
coach of the Philadelphia 76ers and
was also drafted first overall by the
76ers in the 1973 NBA draft.

The younger Collins said he and
his father have a give-and-take rela-
tionship in which they seek advice
from each another.

Collins said he and his father
speak on a daily basis and that he
will have input on decisions he
makes concerning the Wildcats.

“The main advice I got from
my dad is, ‘Just go in there and be
yourself, work hard, show out your
personality. Go in there and create
your own legacy and create your
own program,” Collins said.

Collins, a first time head coach, is
embarking on new territory, but he
said the thought of creating some-
thing of his own in the city he grew
up in is exciting.

“TI understand there’s a lot of
work to be done, and I'm not afraid
of that,” Collins said. “I felt this
was a place I was needed, a place I
could embrace. Once my family had
a chance to see all those things, to
be able to raise my kids in Chicago
where I grew up, it’s a slam dunk.”

nihmoud@chroniclemail.com
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Continued from PG. 13

The drivers with the most points
from each participating state earn
a trip to the world championships
July 27.

Drivers ages 18-26, dedicated
to building their cars from scratch
as drivers did in the early years of
soap box derbies, can join the Ul-
timate Speed division, according
to Dinkins.

Overmyer said she was the first
racer in her division to lie flat in
a car and wear prism glasses with
mirrors that allow her to still see the
track ahead.

Overmyer attributed her inter-
est in the sport to her dad who is a
mechanical engineer.

Families can collaborate by con-
structing the soap box cars, which
are built from kits purchased from
the AASBD for $450 or from racers
selling used cars, Iglehart said.

He said a standard kit for the
three youth divisions, which offer
competition for ages 8-17 based
on skill levels, avoids any potential
financial advantage.

“It’s something I get to experi-
ence with my child,” said Iglehart,
whose daughter, Grace, 15, is a
driver. “It’s not like I'm going to
drop them off for soccer or bas-
ketball and watch them play. It’s
something that we actually have to
do together.”

dpitorak@chroniclemail.com
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Laura Overmyer (top), the now retired world champion of the Ultimate Speed soap box division, prepares
for a race. (Bottom) The world championships are held every summer at Derby Downs in Akron, Ohio.

» LIVESON

Continued from PG. 13

media post-mortem are becoming
increasingly necessary, according
to Rebecca West, faculty member in
the Humanities, History and Social
Sciences Department at Columbia,
who teaches the Cyberspace and
Society course focusing on social
interaction with digital culture. She
said scheduling videos or messages
that post after someone dies can
give friends or relatives closure.

“We’ve started to have to develop
[sites like Deadsoci.al] because so-
cial media has become a big part of
our daily lives,” she said. “We have
to develop new social practices.
What DeadSoci.al provides is like a
digital funeral.”

West said she signed up for a
DeadSoci.al account and found it
disconcerting that users can en-
trust a non-legal vehicle to ensure
messages are sent.

Willook, an Israel-based start up
company specializing in time cap-
sule Internet services, launched
the Facebook application “If I Die”
in 2011. Similar to DeadSoci.al, the
application lets users record video,
text or voice messages to be pub-
lished after they die, according to
Eran Alfonta, Willook’s CEO .

Though LivesOn is being mar-
keted as a way to create one’s
own digital afterlife, the ap-
plication has many uses for the
living, Bedwood said. The pro-
gram can work as an aggregator,

SPORTS & HEALTH

analyzing users’ online preferences
and providing them with a digest
of Internet content, such as videos
and articles, based on their Inter-
net tastes. He said his idea could
allow people to spend less time on
their phones.

“People are constantly on their
phones, looking at [it] or making
updates,” Bedwood said. “If you
have an online version of you—the
LivesOn version of you—it might
mean the real you can go and do
other things and maybe not use the
computer as much.”

However, Bedwood said LivesOn
has attracted the most attention as
a way to continue an online pres-
ence after death, which is becom-
ing less far-fetched as people adapt
social practices alongside social
networking, according to West.

“We see this in funerals when
people leave messages for loved
ones,” West said. “This is just an
outgrowth of different practices.
These things are becoming nor-
mal because the technology is
becoming normal.”

Bedwood said the increasing
focus on social media provokes
people to want to leave something
behind, even if it is only computer
coding in the virtual world.

“It feels like an evolutionary pro-
cess,” he said. “It makes sense. We
want to potentially create an af-
terlife, not a spiritual one but one
driven by zeros and ones.”

hzk@chroniclemail.com
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proven to stain white blood cells.

The blood flows through a chan-
nel about as wide as a human hair,
Tai said. At midpoint in the chan-
nel, the dyed cells pass through
a laser beam, resulting in a fluo-
rescent light that is recorded and
counted each time such a cell
passes through.

About a year ago, the team test-
ed the device’s accuracy, Tai said.
They found the device counted
6,400 white blood cells in a micro-
liter of blood compared to 6,900
counted by a standard blood ana-
lyzer at an independent clinic at the
University of Southern California,
according to the paper.

The difference does not raise
concerns about the device’s ac-
curacy, according to Justin Kline,

ing, anyone could use the white
blood cell detector in a clinic or at

a hematologist and oncologist at
the University of Chicago Medical

Center unrelated to the study.

However, Kline said white blood
cell counts are not as effective in
diagnosis as a full blood count,
which also analyzes red blood cells
and platelets, and, in the major-
ity of cases, runs through a lab. He
said the device could help track an
illness. Leukemia patients could
report a spike in white blood cells,
signaling a return of the cancer in
advance of their regularly sched-
uled check-up, he said.

Moving forward, Tai said he is
trying to fund development of user-
friendly features so anyone could
operate it and analyze the results.
According to Tai, one idea is con-
necting the device to an iPhone that
could make sending the results to
doctors easy.

He said after 20 minutes of train-

home. According to Tai, his team
trained a NASA colleague within
10 minutes.

“It can already be used,” Tai said.
“Anyone can be trained to use what
we have. But there is a next step. We
are trying to raise money to start a
company to commercialize this, to
make it idiot-proof.”

According to Tai, the white blood
cell counting device is a fraction
of a bigger technological revolu-
tion that will unfold throughout
the next couple of decades, one that
could convert the household into a
medical clinic.

“The final vision is not neces-
sarily bringing the hospital to your
home,” he said. “[The] future home
is the hospital.”

dpitorak@chroniclemail.com

Mini Perista
Pump
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Photo illustration courtesy YU-CHONG TAI

Yu-ChongTai, professor of electrical engineering at the California Institute of Technology and developer
ofa portable device that counts white blood cells (above), says he hopes to commercialize the product.

Machine detects change in
light caused by dyed cells_>

Blood cells continuously flow through a tiny channel

Laser beam—’

Michael Scott Fischer THE CHRONICLE
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Homemade hummus
is nostalgic treat
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INGREDIENTS

1 16-ounce can of chickpeas

1/4 cup liquid from can of chickpeas

2 cloves garlic, crushed

1 green pepper

5 sprigs parsley

2 tablespoons olive oll

2 tablespoons tahini

1/2 tablespoon cumin

1/2 teaspoon salt
1 lemon

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Pour chickpeas in a small pan and warm over
low heat for 3-5 minutes with the liquid.

2. Chop garlic, pepper and parsley and mix in a
bowl. Set aside 1 tablespoon for garnish.

3. When chickpeas are warm, pour them into large SOLS CHEE:
blowl and add the mix from step 2. ! {"x’m’“&.ﬁ:}

4. Add olive oil, tahini, cumin and salt. e

5. Squeeze a lemon over mixture. ' '

6. Smash everything together using a mortar and
pestle or put everything in a blender if a
smoother consistency is desired.

7. Put hummus in a bowl. Add olive o_iJ and ¢
remaining mix from step 2 and serve.
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GURU,

by Ahmed Hamad

Assistant Multimedia Editor

ONE THING | am so grateful for
is growing up in a farmer’s vil-
lage north of the Gaza Strip
where my parents taught me how
to make something out of noth-
ing and prepare quick meals with
limited resources.

When I was young, we would
wake up at 5 a.m. and go to my fa-
ther’s farm. We would work hard,
then take a little break to make
breakfast or lunch. We didn’t have
electricity or gas at the farm, so
we had to collect wood to make a
fire and use a limited number of

utensils to make food.

Making hummus was pretty easy
and quick. After building a fire, we
would throw a can of chickpeas on
top to cook for a few minutes.

We would next chop garlic, pep-
per and parsley and smash them
together using a piece of wood. Af-
ter that, we would put the warmed
chickpeas in a deep bowl along
with olive oil, tahini, cumin and
salt, then squeeze a lemon on top
of everything.

Then we would use the same
piece of wood to smash every-
thing together until it was not too
smooth or too chunky. Then, it was
ready to be eaten with warm, crispy

Rena Naltsas THE CHRONICLE
bread and piping hot tea.

In your kitchen, things are easi-
er. Start by pouring chickpeas in a
small pan to warm for 3 to 5 min-
utes on low heat. Be sure to put a
1/4 cup of the liquid from the can
into the mixture.

While it’s heating, chop garlic,
hot pepper and parsley and mix
them together in a bowl. Once the
chickpeas are warm, throw them in
a blender with garlic, peppers and
parsley. Add olive oil, tahini, cumin
and salt and squeeze a lemon over
the mixture.

Blend it all together and serve.

ahamad@chroniclemail.com

Music matters

Sheet music for the professional & amateur

Instrumental & Choral

Serving the Chicago
area and beyond for

years

CoulsonsMusic.com

Phone 312.461.1989
Fax 312.461.1991

7o East Van Buren Street
Chicago Illinois 60605

10% off
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BEST BURGERS, IN TOWN!

12 beers on draft
+ over 70 bottle beers
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by Justin Moran

Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
ALTHOUGH COLLAGING IS one of the
first art forms he learned in kinder-
garten, Peter Kepha, co-founder of
art gallery Chicago Urban Art Soci-
ety, 600 W. Cermak Road, said it is
one of the most difficult mediums
to work in.

The CUAS exhibition “Med-
ley,” which runs April 12-May 31,
will feature collage artists from
around the world to showcase a
diverse array of approaches to the
craft, he said.

“I think the public generally
thinks that collaging is something
anyone can do,” Kepha said. “But I
want them to take a step back and
look at it differently.”

Kepha said this exhibition is
the gallery’s second installment
of the “Medley” series, which
premiered in May 2012. The
concept was inspired by the co-
hesiveness of a music medley,
Kepha said, because the pieces
he selected are strong enough to
stand alone but don’t compete with
one another.

“I wanted to create a show where
the artwork flows well and dances
nicely together,” he said.

The origin of collage, from the
french verb “to glue,” dates back to
the cubist experiments of Georges
Braque and Pablo Picasso in the ear-
ly 1900s, when they incorporated
scraps of paper into their drawings.

Michael Waraksa, a Chicago art-
ist featured in the exhibit, said he
worked without a preconceived
idea of how his final images were
going to look.

“I like juxtaposing different frag-
ments of photographs and type to
find a way to make it all work [to-
gether],” Waraksa said. “Along the
way, I find that certain elements
start to form relationships with
each other”

Waraksa said he works primari-
ly in Photoshop, blending physical
images with digital ones he found
online. His own handwritten mes-
sages, drawings and photographs

are combined with graphics such
as old advertisements to transform
them into something new and un-
expected, he said.

One of his exhibited works, “Do,”
features disparate images com-
bined to create a single image of a
man riding an Armadillo with a pis-
tol for ahead and rifles for legs. Vin-
tage illustrations and photographs
of assorted people, cutouts from an
old Dots advertisement and vari-
ous circular shapes fill the space of
the canvas.

“[Collaging] is a matter of look-
ing at something and wanting it to
be viewed in a different context so
people can appreciate it as art,” said
Crystal Zapata, a freshman art &
design major at Columbia who fre-
quently works with the medium.

Like the artists in the CUAS
exhibit, Zapata said she recycles
items such as paperclips and Sty-
rofoam to include in her collages.
She said these are materials the
public rarely associates with art
because they don’t see past their
utilitarian purpose, which is the
driving force behind her work.

Tamar Cohen, a New York-based
collage artist whose work is pre-
sented in “Medley,” said there is an
element of nostalgia she experienc-
es when creating her pieces. For
her collage in the exhibit titled “18
Inches Long, 100% Beautiful,” Co-
hen said she included samples from
her collection of Archie Comics—a
series created in 1941 about a red-
headed high-schooler—which she
read avidly as a child.

The piece is a graphic collage
of strong, black shapes, which she
said she screen-printed and layered
with brightly-colored, geometric
cutouts of the old Archie Comics.

“I liked giving [the comics] my
own meaning and visual stamp,”
Cohen said.

There is something power-
ful about using a printed image
that has been around for years
in artwork, said Zapata, who
has an archive of paper sam-
ples she has been collecting from
her mother’s old graphic design
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Collagists combine in Pilsen gallery

Photos courtesy MICHAEL WARAKSA & TAMAR COHEN

Chicago artist Michael Waraksa’s collage (above) and New Yorker Tamar Cohen’s collage (below) will be showcased in the Chicago Urban Art Society
gallery, 600 W. Cermak Road, as part of the exhibition “Medley,” which runs April 12—May 31.

books since elementary school.

While the medium of collaging
often has connotations of hap-
hazard displays of ripped and
glued paper, Kepha said making
a simple, edited piece is what’s
most difficult for the artists. He
said although there are endless

combinations, the pieces he se-
lected display a refined simplic-
ity that he hopes will alter the
assumption that collaging is clut-
tered and thoughtless.

“T've found artists who handle
[collaging] in a different way,” Ke-
pha said. “They all work within the

same medium but all have different
approaches. I'm trying to show the
public that there are a lot of differ-
ent styles [of collaging] out there.”
For more information wvisit
ChicagoUrbanArtSociety.com.

jmoran@chroniclemail.com
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HEY ALL YOU hussies out there: Your
hemlines are too short, your tops are
toolow-cut and you are totally out of
style. Didn’t you get the memo that
turtlenecks and calf-length dresses
are replacing the “hooker-chic” look
that hasbeen walking the streets?

Midriff-baring crop tops and hot
pants, which have been all the rage on
the spring 2013 runways of Prada and
Versace, are off-trend, according to a
March 19 blog post by Suzy Menkes,
head fashion reporter and editor for
the International Herald Tribunein T
Magazine, a publication owned by the
New York Times. Instead, she said en
vogue ladies should wear Edwardian-
era sheaths that leave everything to
the imagination, such as Valentino’s
spring 2013 collection.

The Italian designer’s pieces are
downright horrid. The sleeves and
hemlines of most of the dresses
look sadder and more lifeless than
"70s-era prom dresses—demure
and awkwardly constraining.

Menkes gushes over the clothes that
reveal flesh “only as alace-covered
shadow from the high neck to the
wrist” saying the “gentility” of Valen-
tino’s work “has wiped out a decade of
slut style on the runways.” Ouch.

ver be modest

wears S veatpants

Menkes seems to be implying
that women who unabashedly wear
clothes that show more than a col-
larbone or ankle are sexual deviants
based on their outfits. While it’s
eagsy to judge someone in that light,
thisbroad and offensive statement
reminds me of the unintelligent
argument that women who are raped
“deserveit” if they dress provoca-
tively. It’s disgusting that anyone—es-
pecially a fellow female—chooses to
narrow-mindedly stereotype women
by the fashion choices they make.
Justbecause awoman dressesina
way that may be uncomfortable to
you, it doesn’t change who she
ismorally.

Ienjoy celebrating my body
through wearing clothes that show
off my best physical assets. Beinga
woman is beautiful, and no matter
what shape or size, hiding behind
overwhelming clothing doesn’t do
the human form justice. Of course,
if you choose to wear something
more conservative, that is totally up
toyou. Though some women may
wear revealing clothing for different
reasons, I think taking risks and being
atouch risqué shows confidence. If
awoman is told to cover up because

by Sophia Coleman, Managing Editor

it’s “unladylike,” that’s just like saying
“cover yourselfup because I find your
womanliness disgusting.”

Welive in a time where women
should be able to wear what they
want without being ridiculed. Every-
one must realize that what one wears
does not define them; rather, one’s
contributions to society make all the
difference. As a fashion authority,
Menkes is setting women decades
back, making them feel as though
their decision to wear a miniskirt di-
minishes their intelligence. The real-
ity is, all of you are beautiful—regard-
less of whether you wear sky-high
stilettos or a turtleneck—because
you are strong, you are sexy and you
are for damn sure more vibrant than
the clothes on your back.

scoleman@chroniclemail.com

g Featured Photo

Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE

Local DJ AMPM was the featured artist on April 5 at The Chicago Cultural Center's Wired Friday,
which is part of the center's Lunch Break concert series. Every Friday through the end of May, a
new DJ or electronic artist will play at the center, 78 E. Washington St., for an hour starting at noon.

Photos Rena Naltsas THE CHRONICLE
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Duncan Shuckerow
junior theater major
spring must-have: skirts

Rockeal Jones
sophomore theater major
spring must-have: crop tops

Hailey Donaldson

junior fashion business major
spring must-have: Airforce Ones

John Sarantopoulos
sophomore film major
spring must-have: loafers
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PERFORMANCE DATES:
April 8, 5-6pm / April 24, 4 - 5pm / April 29, 5 - 6pm

Performances will be durational. Audiences interested in attending
are welcome to enter and exit the space at any time.

Through the use of live performance paired with video projections, Re/image/in Circles investigates physical
questions such as how we can extend ourselves through one another, how the human body can be leveraged
as a technology, and how the tactile becomes the visual. Utilizing documentation of these performances
through photographs and video recording, the exhibition examines the memory of decision in performance
as well as how artifacts embody experience. Re/image/in Circles also asks the viewer to consider where
authorship lies in collective improvisation, what is the moment of decision in creative process, and how to
establish a relationship between individual and collective experience.

This exhibition is a collaboration between the Dance and Interactive Arts and Media departments, led by Onye

Ozuzu’s Technology of the Circle class and Niki Nolin’s Experimental Image and Emerging Forms class.

C33 Gallery

33 E Congress Pkwy
POWERED Chicago, IL 60605

u
SPACES 312.369.6856 I I
Gallery Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm ' I I I l

Department of Exhibitions

& Performance Spaces WWW.COLUM.EDU/DEPS COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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“REALNESS—REALNESS WITH
A TWIST. THESE ARE THE
BOYS THAT TWIST THEIR
WRIST. A LITTLE BIT OF THAT,
A LITTLE BIT OF THIS,”

chant the Chicago ballroom spectators as competitor Magneto Ebony
confidently walks on stage backed by pounding house music.

He first appears in a sloppy, mannish outfit—sweatpants, sneakers,
a baggy T-shirt and a baseball cap—meant to fully disguise his sexu-
ality. He disappears offstage and re-emerges in a dainty figure skating
costume as he starts to vogue, hands framing his face and his body
contorting into geometric shapes. He moves sharply to the beat of the
music, a performance described as “full-out femme,” showcasing his
trained ability to appear both hyper-masculine and feminine. He goes
on to win the ballroom category Realness with a Twist.

Magneto Ebony is part of the ballroom scene, a black underground
subculture in which LGBT and straight competitors perform or
“walk” in several themed categories—including Realness with a Twist
and Executive Realness—with the goal of winning a trophy and cash
prize, according to Marlon M. Bailey, assistant professor of gender and
American studies at Indiana University Bloomington and author of
“Butch Queens Up in Pumps,” a comprehensive examination of De-
troit’s ballroom culture in which he once competed.

“[At the ball], people can perform as whatever gender they want,
suggesting that gender is not something inherent or biological,” Bailey
said. “[Gender] is something we do, as opposed to who we are. It’s
a performance.”

The contemporary ballroom scene began in New York during the
late ’60s as a way for the black LGBT community to congregate and
celebrate its sexuality in an attempt to transgress harsh societal criti-
cism, he said.

Magneto Ebony said the ballroom scene is divided into the East
Coast, West Coast, Gulf-Coast, South and Midwest regions, and the
largest communities are in New York City, Atlanta, Las Vegas, Detroit
and Chicago.

Chicago’s local ballroom community, which initially began as a cel-
ebration of sexuality similar to the scene in New York City, has grown
into one of the nation’s largest, after East Coast ballroom members
moved the tradition to the Midwest years ago, said Adonis Escada, a
professional ballroom commentator.

(-

Escada said the Chicago ballroom scene is uniquely built around
family values, while New York competitors take no prisoners and favor
a strict, business-like approach to their competitions.

“[The Chicago] community is a bit more close-knit than others,”
Magneto Ebony said. “We really consider each other to be our family.”

With a panel of six to nine judges, a DJ and a carefully-selected
commentator to guide the competition, each ball, Bailey said, is divided
into an organized gender system of six general categories that have no
meaning in the outside world—Butch Queens, Butch Queens Dressed
in Drag, Femme Queens, Butches, Men and Women. These ballroom
identities categorize performers, and each contains more specific sub-
categories in which participants compete, such as Realness and Run-
way, Bailey said.

He said most competitors perform in the Butch Queen category,
which is a ballroom label for gay men. Butch Queen Dressed in Drag,
however, is a gay man who wears women clothing solely for the pur-
pose of competing at the ball. Costumes for this category range from
everyday street wear to dramatic, runway-inspired looks. A Femme
Queen is a transgendered woman, and a Butch is a transgendered man.
'The Men category involves participants who don't identify as gay but
often engage in homosexual relationships, and the Women category
involves female competitors who classify under a range of sexual iden-
tities including straight and lesbian, Bailey said.

Escada said a ballroom competition doesn’t operate on a set of for-
mally written rules but on traditions that have been verbally passed
down through generations as the scene evolves.

“The only solid rule for a ballroom [competition] is that when you
participate, you have to bring it to the best of your ability,” Escada said.
“Once you bring it, it’s up to the judges whether they believe you have
it or not.”

Magneto Ebony said flyers are distributed approximately three
months prior to a ball outlining what’s expected in each of the catego-
ries, giving participants an idea of how to prepare costumes, choreog-
raphy and so on.

Although each ballroom category has specific guidelines, Mag-
neto Ebony said judges are open to competitors’ creative twists on a
category’s requirements.

Tone Balenciaga, a Chicago-based competitor who has been in-
volved with ballroom since 2003, said he mainly walks in the Schoolboy
Realness category, which may include using props like school supplies,
and Executive Realness, for which he dons business suits and profes-
sional mannerisms.

Bailey said the Realness categories are designed to portray “normal
masculinity” to reflect how ballroom competitors’ homosexuality can be
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disguised in the outside world.

“It’s a survival strategy to reduce being subject to homophobic vio-
lence, which a lot of ballroom scene members experience,” Bailey said.

Since joining the scene in 2003, Balenciaga said he has become “leg-
endary” in his category of Schoolboy Realness, meaning he is a trend-
setter within the ballroom scene.

Magneto Ebony said being “legendary” is a part of the hierarchy
system. He said the titles range from “star” to “statement,” “legendary”
to “iconic” and, finally, the “pioneers,” or high-status, early ballroom
scene game-changers.

The icons ultimately determine which ballroom participants are
awarded the coveted “legendary” title, he said.

However, Escada said gaining ballroom status has become less about
the craft than it has been in years past. He said the community is now
90 percent politics and 10 percent talent, and it seems to rely less on
perfecting a performance and more on social connections within the
scene. While it used to take nearly a decade to rise to legendary status,
he said people are now gaining the title within only two years simply
because of favoritism.

While category winners originally received a simple trophy, ball-
room competitions have recently introduced a cash prize, which Es-
cada said distracts from the artistry and increases politics and tension
among members.

“The nature of the ballroom has changed from being about creativ-
ity and a love of the art to being more about controlling [who wins]
through personal relationships,”said Dutchess Bulgari, a Detroit-based
ballroom competitor.

Bailey said tension often turns violent because the ballroom is one
of the few places where the black LGBT community can realize its full
potential in what he calls a profoundly homophobic and racist world.

Violence can ensue during competitions because for many ballroom
members, losing a competition means losing their only source of pride,
Bulgari said, adding that these fragile egos have sparked arguments and
even stabbings.

“When this is the only affirmation you [receive], it becomes person-
al,” Bulgari said. “It becomes the only way of life you know.”

Bailey said receiving affirmation from the ballroom scene is vital be-
cause many members have been ostracized or marginalized at home
because of their sexual orientation. They don't feel their families and
communities of origin accept or understand their gender, sexual identi-
ties and experiences, Bailey said.

Bulgari said one of his ballroom peers was kicked out of his parents’
house when he made the decision to transition into a woman. He said
the parents gave their son the ultimatum to live at home as a man or
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permanently leave if he decided to continue expressing his sexuality
so profoundly.

“The ballroom allowed him to transition in a space where people
affirmed [his decision] and celebrated his sexuality,” Bulgari said.

One of the main ways the ballroom scene addresses this societal
exclusion is through an organized system of figurative “houses,” said
Tyana Ebony, a Chicago-based ballroom host and competitor.

“[A house] is really a safe haven for ballroom members,” Tyana Eb-
ony said. “It’s a family where people who aren’t accepted at home can
come to.”

House titles determine participants’ last names at the ball, she said.
So, as a member of the House of Ebony, her full ballroom name is

Tyana Ebony.
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Bulgari said Vogueing, a dance form originally created within the
ballroom culture, is judged on a competitor’s intricate ability to show-
case five elements: hand performance, dips, duck-walk, cat-walk and
spins. He said he has personally competed and won in the category
Vogue Femme, at which he impressed the judges with his showcase of
the five elements.

Vogueing was made famous by Madonna in the *90s, Bailey said.
But, despite using real Harlem ballroom members in her music vid-
eo for “Vogue,” Bailey said the public didn’t make the connection that
there was an entire underground community behind the choreography
that has now expanded worldwide.

Bailey said the American public has been blind to the ballroom
scene for years because of poor literary and media documentation.

“THE NATURE OF THE BALLROOM HAS CHANGED FROM
BEING ABOUT CREATIVITY AND A LOVE OF THE ART
TO BEING MORE ABOUT CONTROLLING [WHO WINS]

THROUGH PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS.”

Bailey explained ballroom houses aren’t physical buildings but rather
social configurations. They are guided by a house mother and father
who not only provide emotional comfort but also help the house pre-
pare for ballroom competitions against other houses, he said.

“We bond together, eat together, travel together and shop togeth-
er—we do pretty much everything together,” Magneto Ebony said. “[It
fills] the parts of a family many [ballroom] members feel are lacking.”

'This close, family-like kinship is a facilitator for lowering the prev-
alence of HIV in the black LGBT community, Bailey said. He said
house mothers can speak candidly about risk-reducing sex in a way
biological mothers cannot because ballroom members have a collective
understanding of gay living.

“There are [HIV] prevention balls that have HIV prevention mes-
saging in their performance categories,” Bailey said. “There are even
prevention houses like the House of Latex.”

Aisha Iman, a former mother of the House of Latex, said the orga-
nization advocates safe sex and ensures that the entire ballroom com-
munity has continuous access to both testing and care.

'This positive environment is what Magneto Ebony said drew him
to the scene. He first became involved in the ballroom community
through the competitive dance form Vogue, which has evolved from
New York’s '80s Harlem ballroom scene.

- DUTCHESS BULGARI

With such little coverage, he said outsiders have developed serious mis-
conceptions about what happens at a ball, especially with the release of
“Paris is Burning,”a 1990 documentary on New YorKs ballroom culture
in the 80s.

“Many people think the ballroom scene is full of a bunch of misfits
with no lives, standards or values,” Balenciaga said. “But it’s so different.
[Our community] has people with Ph.Ds, people with careers, people
that when the ball is over, they’re going to a Fortune 500 company and
running it.”

Escada said a triumphant moment in ballroom history was when
East Coast dance group “Vogue Evolution” competed on America’s
Best Dance Crew in 2009, which he said showed the public what ball-
room participants are physically and creatively capable of.

Through mainstream exposure, Escada said people are becoming
more accepting of the LGBT community. However, he said there is
still progress to be made, and the ballroom scene is a powerful force in
the fight for equality.

“I believe it’s important to strive to be who you are,” Escada said.
“[The ballroom community] is a place to have differences be embraced
and welcomed.” I

JMORAN@CHRONICLEMAIL.COM
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Courtesy PHILIP HUANG

Performance artist Philip Huang performs in his Berkeley, Calif. apartment in 2012 as part of the Home Theater Festival, an international event he created in 2010.

by Justin Moran
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
ORIGINAL DANCE DUETS performed
in bathrooms, emotional mono-
logues bellowed in kitchens, ex-
perimental films screened in bed-
rooms and classic plays reworked
in living rooms will no longer be
confined to an audience of only
family members or close friends.
All of these performances will be
possible during the first two weeks
of May, when artists from Chicago’s
performing arts community will
take a break from the stage to bring
their craft to more personal spaces
throughout the city, according to
Blake Russell, a coordinator for the
Chicago Home Theater Festival
The festival will be a citywide
event at which Chicago artists are
invited to submit their pieces to

be performed in intimate spaces
rather than in professionally es-
tablished institutions, Russell said.

“It’s about not creating something
that has overwhelming produc-
tion value,” Russell said. “We're
presenting works in spaces that
can’t be converted into prosce-
nium theaters or black boxes”

Although the festival has been
happening in other cities since
2010, Russell said this is the
first year Chicago has partici-
pated in the international event.

Russell said performance artist
Philip Huang originally created the
festival in Berkeley, Calif. because
he was frustrated that his perfor-
mances weren’t being produced in
Los Angeles or Bay Area theaters.
Huang began performing shows for
audiences in his own home because
he understood the frustration per-

formers felt when their art wasn’t
presented on an institutional level,
Russell said.

Irina Zadov, coordinator of the
Chicago Home Theater Festival, said
volunteers lend private spaces for
performances. She said the Chicago
festival has already booked various
homes, lofts and apartments, such
as a British Consulate residency, all
to host the festival’s performances.
With no overhead or administrative
costs, the proceeds go directly to the
artists and hosts, she said.

“This really is an opportu-
nity for up-and-coming art-
ists to showcase their original
work and get visceral feedback
from an audience,” Zadov said.

Russell said the festival is cur-
rently accepting online submis-
sions from Chicago artists and has
already begun booking an eclectic

lineup from classic plays to avant-
garde one-woman shows. He said in
addition to physical performances,
they’re open to showcasing media
projects like short films.

Russell said Chicago is the perfect
city to host the Home Theater Festi-
val because of its creative community,
which is friendlier than in places like
New York, which he said can be very
cutthroat. He said most artists don’t
compete against each other in Chi-
cago, creating an ideal atmosphere for
such a collaborative festival.

Zadov said the small, intimate
settings drastically change the re-
lationship between performers and
audience members. Brian Shaw, in-
terim chair of the Theater Depart-
ment at Columbia, said the close
quarters put the audience not only in
a different physical location but also
a different emotional state. Rather
than the performance coming to the
audience, he said the audience is
coming to the performance—an in-
imitable experience he relishes.

“[Personal spaces] are more about
human feeling,” Shaw said. “The ex-
perience is like being beside someone
who is simply a person rather than
observing an actor. I love to watch the
command a performer has in a space
like that.”

Zadov said this unique approach
to performance art will build on
Chicago’s great creative commu-
nity, while also improving and chal-
lenging the more negative aspects.
She said the biggest hurdle for
Chicago’s performing arts commu-
nity is its segregated nature, brim-

ming with social and economic in-
equalities among neighborhoods.

“[Segregation] tears people apart,”
Zadov said. “But art brings people
together and that’s where I see this
festival having the most impact. It
will bring people out of their neigh-
borhoods to get them to cross into
a part of the city where they may
not otherwise find themselves”

Russell said he also feels Chicago
is vastly segregated and wants to
place artists in neighborhoods they
don’t usually frequent.

“‘'m not interested in putting
Lakeview [artists] in Lakeview,” he
said. “My goal is to spread the herd
[of performers].”

Zadov said she hopes the festival
will build a sustainable structure
for cross-community collaboration,
as the Chicago Home Theater Fes-
tival spreads as far south as Hyde
Park, as far north as Rogers Park
and as far west as Humboldt Park.

With such a wide range of neigh-
borhoods involved in the festival,
she said maintaining diversity
among audience members, hosts
and performers is her main goal.

“The mission of the festival is to
take art—som<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>