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Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Affairs, joins in on a game of Twister with new students at Convocation in Grant Park on Aug. 31. Students enjoyed other activities at the event, such as printing their own postcards at the Center for Book and Paper Arts’ table.

AFTER THE YEARLONG prioritization
process and the avalanche of recom-
mendations it produced, Columbia’s
new leadership has decided that noth-
ing is a done deal and all 300 of the
recommendations will be sent back
for further evaluation by each program
and department affected by them.

“\_CAMPUS

Prioritization
reverses field

The decision, announced by War-
ren Chapman, senior vice president
and the person tasked with running
the school in the last year of President
Warrick L. Carter's tenure, essentially
puts the fate of the recommendations
in the hands of the people who would
have to live with them.
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by Alexandra Kukulka
Campus Editor

Chapman also announced that the
school is replacing the word “prioriti-
zation” with the term “self-evaluation.”

Each department and program will
answer specific questions about how
the changes, if implemented, will

» SEE DEPARTMENTS, PG. 9

“\_ARTS & CULTURE

CTA
restructures
routes

Proposed de-crowding
initiative would alter 48 bus
routes, eliminate 12

by Kaley Fowler
Metro Editor

IN AN EFFORT to accommodate
growing ridership, the Chicago Tran-
sit Authority plans to restructure its
bus and rail services as part of a
de-crowding initiative.

The CTA announced its intention to
alter 48 bus routes and eliminate 12 in
an Aug. 22 press release. CTA officials
anticipate that the route restructure
will accrue $16 million in savings that

will be allocated toward increasing bus
and rail service during rush periods.

“This route restructuring, based on
comprehensive review of the entire
transit system, is long overdue,” said
CTA President Forrest Claypool in a
written statement. “This is the first
systemwide, holistic review of CTA's
bus and rail service in 15 years.”

The CTA formed the plan in collabo-
ration with the Northwestern University
Transportation Center, which has been
analyzing ridership data since No-
vember 2011 to create a list of route
recommendations, according to NUTC
Director Hani Mahmassani.

“The CTA took [our suggestions] and
came up with their own set of recom-
mendations that are generally in line
with what we recommended,” Mah-
massani said.

Most transportation agencies review

» SEE CTA, PG. 41

‘ ‘ As of now, we think CTA has a very suffi-
cient plan in terms of alternative routes, safety,
accessability, and comfortability.”
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EDITOR'S NOTE

existence of this
college and I'd like
to think | deserve
a little more than
a “message from
the president”
when  something
significant, like the
prioritization  pro-
cess happens.
Students, this is
the time to demand
a thorough and on-
going conversation
from the higher-
ups of our college.
Last year, we were
often told not to
worry about pri-
oritization because
“it won't affect us,”
since students in
programs  slated
for elimination will

by Heather Schroering
Editor-in-Chief

More transparency,
please

have the opportu-
nity to finish their
majors before the
program disap-
pears. But in the
future, how many
of us will be jump-
ing at the chance
to donate our hard-

AS A TUITION payer who has virtually
been handing over her family’s wallet
to Columbia for the past three years, |
feel like a pretty important component

earned cash to a college where our
beloved program, to which we owe
everything, no longer exists?

After last year’s state of the college

address, Student Government Asso-
ciation president and senior journal-
ism major Cassandra Norris pointed
out that only about 100 people on a
campus of approximately 11,500 stu-
dents showed up for Carter’s address,
saying that “if the majority of students
didn't like [the prioritization process],
then more than a hundred should have
came out.”

While I, too, would have liked to see
more students at Carter’s address, |
don’t think those 100 people should
be dismissed as paltry. If one tuition-
paying student has questions about
what’s going on at Columbia, chances
are other people are wondering the
same thing. Every single student on
this campus deserves an explanation,
whether he or she asked for it or not.

Our administration should be a little
more available to us students, rather
than creeping around, making changes
in the shadows and discouraging com-
munication between faculty and stu-
dents about those changes.

Luckily, it's a brand-new academic
year, and because Columbia’s mission
is to perpetually “create change”—
Carter's favorite catch phrase—| ex-
pect the 2012-2013 academic year to
be the year the administration adjusts
its attitude about the student body. Af-
ter all, it is our tuition dollars that pay
the bills.

hschroering@chroniclemail.com

of this institution. However, if | hadn’t
spent the last year digging my nose
into the college’s business, I'd feel
rather in the dark about what’s going
on with my $100,000-plus investment.
Of course I've received very lengthy
and explanatory notes in my Loop in-
box from dear President Carter, which
| trust he stayed up all night person-
ally drafting himself. But | have given
over a pretty hefty penny to ensure the

‘ ‘ But as | have given over a pretty hefty
penny to ensure the existence of this college, I'd like

to think | deserve a little more than a “message from
the president” when something big like the
prioritization process happens.”

-Heather Schroering
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September 3rd, 2012

And Then She’s Like/And He Goesdli
9a.m.—5p.m./ 619 S.Wabash / A+D Gallery / Free

Peripheral Views: States of Americadll

10 a.m. — 5 p.m. / 600 S. Michigan Ave. / Museum of Contemporary Photography / Free

September 4th, 2012

Vinyasa Yoga @
5:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. / 731 S. Plymouth Court / Athletics / Free

2012 Albert P. Weisman Award Exhibitionfh:

9a.m.—5p.m./ 618 S. Michigan / Department of Exhibition and Performance Spaces / Free

September 5th, 2012

Music Student Convocationd?
12:00 p.m. / 1014 S. Michigan / Music Department / Free

Alumni: Then and Nowh:
9a.m.—5p.m. /33 E. Congress PKWY / C 33 Gallery / Free

September 6th, 2012

ColumbiaCrawl’x<
5 p.m. — 8 p.m. / Campus-wide / Student Affairs / Free

A Fitting: Studio Exhibition Openingh

5p.m.— 8 p.m./ 916 S.Wabash / Project Room, Interactive Arts and Media / Free

September 7th, 2012

Renegade Volleyball Tryouts®
7p.m.—9 p.m./ Grant Park / Columbia Renegades / Free

Machinationsh
9a.m.— 7 p.m./ 1104 S.Wabash Avenue / Glass Curtain Gallery / Free
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Freshman Heather Yeomans shops for fresh produce at the weekly downtown
farmers market at Federal Plaza on Dearborn St. Aug. 28. Yeomans participated
in “Weeks of Welcome,” organized by the college. The event is designed to help
incoming freshmen learn their way around the city campus and make new friends.
This is also the time when administrators meet with the new students.
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Administration cans
recycling program

by Ivana Hester
Assistant Campus Editor

RECENT CHANGES TO the Recycling
Program mean that the custodial staff,
rather than students, will now be col-
lecting recyclable materials on campus.

Despite the program’s success, the
administration felt the program needed
revision to better benefit the students,
according to Alicia Berg, vice president
of Campus Environment. The program
will now focus on sustainability instead
of sorting recyclable material.

a much better use of student workers.”

As reported in The Chronicle Jan. 30
and April 16, the Recycling Program
salvaged approximately 180 tons of
garbage—48 percent of the campus’
total waste—during the 2010-2011
academic year. Yet it was originally rec-
ommended for “reorganization and con-
solidation” inthe prioritization process.

According to John Wawrzaszek, for-
mer recycling manager and current
sustainability manager of Facilities
and Operations, changes started soon
after the recommendation.

‘ ‘ Being in the recycling program, | felt like
| was in a circle that | necessarily had to be in.”

“I think it is below [students’] skill
set to be the ones who are just going
around campus removing recyclable
garbage,” Berg said. “What we'd like to
do is build on these things that would
use their public relations and marketing
skills, or their design skills, or their an-
alytic and research skills. That to me is

- Carlos Urbie

“We stopped doing events last
spring because they wanted us to fo-
cus on collecting recycling, and then
shortly after that we evolved into this
changeover,” said Wawrzaszek, who
has been involved in the program since

» SEE RECYCLING, PG. 9

P-Fac wrestles administration

by Senah Sampong
Assistant Campus Editor

TWO MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS in the
ongoing battle between P-Fac, Co-
lumbia’s part-time faculty union, and
the college administration were an-
nounced during summer break.

The first was a July 31 National La-
bor Relations Board ruling that upheld
P-Fac allegations of unfair labor prac-
tices against the college. The com-
plaint concluded the college refused to
bargain collectively about the effects
of prioritization and new contracts
for adjunct faculty. According to Len
Strazewski, interim associate provost
and associate journalism professor,
the administration contends that the
prioritization process is at too prema-
ture a stage for any effect to manifest,
let alone warrant discussion.

“The NLRB agrees with the union
that the college is being obstructive,”
said Nancy Traver, P-Fac publicity
chair man and adjunct faculty member
in the Journalism Department. “The
NLRB ordered the college to ... bargain
a new contract in good faith and not
just waste everybody’s time.”

The college will appeal the NLRB
complaint in front of an adminis-
trative law judge Oct. 22, accord-
ing to Strazewski. He also said the
college has been cooperative with
contract negotiations.

“We have never stopped bargaining
in good faith, and the fact that we have
a contract offer on the table that has
not been responded to [by P-Fac] is
evidence of that,” Strazewski said.

Traver termed the Dec. 2011 of-
fer, “extremely regressive” and said
P-Fac will not accept it. Although
the contract offer did not raise ad-
juncts’ salaries, it did increase kil
fees for cancelled classes and mon-
ey for professional education and
meeting attendence.

The NLRB amended the complaint
on Aug. 29, adding allegations that
Columbia denied Diana Vallera, P-Fac
president and photography instructor,
class assignments in retaliation for her
union activity and NLRB testimony (see
sidebar below).

The second development was an
NLRB decision by an administrative
law judge July 17, that upheld P-Fac’s
claims that the college did not ad-

Zach Stemerick THE CHRONICLE

P-Fac fight for Vallera

by Alexandra Kukulka
Campus Editor

P-FAC, COLUMBIA’S PART-TIME fac-
ulty union, has alleged in written state-
ments that its president and adjunct
faculty member in the Photography
Department Diana Vallera is to be
disciplined by Columbia for claiming
that the General Counsel’s office had
her under surveillance.This became the
subject of a report Vallera filed with
the Evanston police in January 2012.

Vallera filed an unfair labor prac-
tice suit against the administration
on these grounds on March 16, which
the National Labor Relations Board
dismissed on June 29 as “lacking
sufficient evidence.”

According to press releases the
union sent pit Aug. 16, 18, 20 and 22,
Interim Provost Louise Love had sched-
uled a meeting with Vallera on Aug.
17, later moved to Aug. 24 to discuss
possible disciplinary action. However,
both meetings were postponed, with

no meeting scheduled as of press time
and no explanation as to why.

Both the administration and Vallera
declined to speak on the matter, say-
ing, “The situation is currently in a
limbo,” Vallera said.

However, the Steering Committee,
P-Fac’s bargaining group, wrote a
statement on her behalf, stating: “The
P-Fac Steering Committee regards the
General Counsel’s misconduct accu-
sation against P-Fac President Diana
Vallera as unfounded, retaliatory and
unlawful. We call upon Interim Pro-
vost Louise Love to officially end this
campaign of intimidation and to focus
the administration’s time, energy and
money on negotiating a fair contract
with the faculty union without delay.”

P-Fac called on the Columbia com-
munity to “show [its] support” by
sending emails to Love and calling on
“the administration to stop harassing,
intimidating and coercing Vallera” ac-
cording to the Aug. 16 press release.

The United Staff of Columbia Col-

equately compensate adjunct faculty
in the History, Humanities and Social
Sciences Department, who had been
denied a third class assignment for
the spring 2011 semester. According
to the decision, the college was within
its rights when they rescheduled the
classes, however, they failed to bar-
gain in good faith with the affected ad-
juncts in the wake of the rescheduling.

The affected HHSS instructors are
now entitled to back pay plus inter-
est in the amount they would have
been paid for the hours they were de-
nied, according to the NLRB decision.
Strazewski said the college plans on
appealing the decision to the national
office of the NLRB.

P-Fac and the administration dis-
agree on the need for NLRB involve-
ment. P-Fac sees NLRB leverage
as critical to contract negotiations,
while the administration sees it has
a hindrance.

Each complaint ties up college re-
sources and distracts from contract
negotiations, Strazewski said. He
also said the administration remains
open to contract negotiations and
P-Fac proposals.

For P-Fac,

NLRB filings are

one of the only

ways to get the
school’s atten-
tion geared
toward reaching
a fair contract,
Traver said.

Three  contract
bargaining sessions
have been held this
summer and the next

bargaining session is
scheduled for Sept. 7.

ssampong@chroniclemail.com

lege, joined P-Fac in its denunciation
of the administration, which the US of
CC wrote, in an Aug. 16 letter that ex-
pressed the organization’s “deep con-
cern” regarding the charges against
Vallera. In the letter, the US of CC sug-
gested “a more collaborative [commu-
nity] based on true transparency and
mutual respect.”

‘ ‘ The situation is

currently in a limbo.”

- Diana Vallera

The union also launched a petition
on Vallera's behalf, that received 497
signatures as of press time.

The Coalition Against Corporate
Higher Education called on its mem-
bers to picket the school at a meeting
on Aug. 24 that was later canceled, ac-
cording to P-Fac.

akukulka@chroniclemail.com
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Convocation welcomes new
students, new opportunities

by Heather Schroering and
Alexandra Kukulka
Editor-in-Chief and Campus Editor

THE ARDUOUS TASK of last year's
collegewide prioritization process left
some of the Columbia community feel-
ing defeated, but spirits seemed high
as a new crop of freshman and transfer
students buzzed about campus at the
new student convocation on Aug. 31.

Speakers at both the student and
faculty and staff the same morning
convacation, have seemingly set the
bar for the upcoming academic year.

President Warrick L. Carter an-
nounced at the faculty and staff con-
vocation in the Conaway Center’s Film
Row Cinema that faculty and staff,
excluding those in bargaining negotia-
tions, will receive a 3 percent salary
increase for the first time in two years
effective Sept. 15, causing the audi-
ence to erupt in applause.

He also said the college will, for
the first time, tap some of its reserve
funding to use toward recruiting new
students. The office of Student Affairs
will receive $4 million over the next two
years, he said.

“The thing that’s most important
about what happened [in 2011-2012]
is we upheld our traditions, and we
were true to our core values,” Carter
said. “But we're moving into these
coming two years that I'm referring to
as ‘hyper-recruitment mode.”

It would seem to be necessary

because, according to Mark Kelly, vice
president of Student Affairs, student
enrollment has decreased yet again.
The college has lost 500 returning
students and 250 transfer students,
for a total loss of approximately
750 students.

He added that 310 students were
dismissed, primarily because of
financial debt of $7,000 or more.
According to Kelly, the college
dismissed only 90 students the
previous year.

He also said this year's graduate
class is the largest and most diverse
the college has seen since 2006, with
more than 200 students.

But the energy was high, as well as
the temperature, at the new student
convocation in Grant Park. Jocelyn
Delk, festival and events producer
in the Student Affairs office, coordi-
nated the event, and said she believes
new students bring a “fresh take”
on the year ahead to those already
on campus.

“I feel like every time [new students]
come, the energy comes back up,”
Delk said. “They haven't been tainted
by anything that's going on with us.
It's a new excited group that’s excited
to start college. They bring a great,
new energy.”

The event, which was mandatory for
all freshman and transfer students,
provided newcomers the opportunity

» SEE CONVOCATION, PG. 10

Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE

New students gathered in Grant Park on Aug. 31 for Convocation, an event that welcomes the new academic year.

DINE WHERE CHICAGO'S FINEST DINE

1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.583.9940

S7%OFF

Mon - Thurs

Students, faculty and staff
Void Friday - Sunday

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner - After Theater

-SINCE 1961 -

- Fine Wines - Great Spirits - Espresso

wwWw.Artists-Cafe.com

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.939.7855

Columbia College Chicago Music Department Presents:

2012 Fall Concert Series
1014 S. Michigan Ave. Chicago IL

Wednesday September 5

Music Student Convocation

Thur tember
Music Student Convocation

* All Concerts are FREE. For more information call 312-369-6300

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

12:00 pm

12:00 pm
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Voter registration
offers new choice

by Senah Sampong
Assistant Campus Editor

THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT As-
sociation and the Office of Student
Engagement launched a 50-state voter
registration drive at Columbia Aug. 30
during U-Pass distribution in anticipa-
tion of the 2012 presidential election
in November.

The groups have partnered with
the League of Women Voters to reg-
ister students both in state and out
of state, according to SGA President

the government is run.”

Cassandra Norris.

Some Columbia students might not
be natives of either Chicago or lllinois,
but their vote can count in Cook Coun-
ty with proof of residency, Norris said.
In order to register, two forms of identi-
fication—one with a current address—
are required, according to Carma For-
gie, a registrar and 53-year member of
the League of Women Voters.

Naturalization papers are needed

for citizens born outside the U.S,,
Forgie said.

“We're going to try to get as many
people to register as possible because
not only does SGA advocate for the
student voice, but we're excited about
getting Columbia’s voice into the vote,”
Norris said.

The 1993 Motor Voter Act allows
voters with proof of address to register
where they live. Students who choose
to vote in their home states will receive
absentee ballots to participate in their
local elections, Forgie said.

‘ ‘ | already had my mind set. If you don’t
vote, then you really can’t complain about how

- Alan Harris

Norris said 113 students registered
to vote, as of press time. The results
support the idea that face-to-face
contact is more effective when it
comes to encouraging new voters to
register than the Internet, accord-
ing to Michael Peshkin, professor at
Northwestern University and adviser
to the group NU Chooses, which reg-
istered voters across Northwestern's
campus in 2008.

Courtesy MICHAEL PESHKIN

The Student Goverment Association and the League of Women Voters register students in the Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., on Aug. 29.

Peshkin said most people ignore
emails that encourage direct action.

“Students wonder, ‘How can it be
OK to get the choice of voting here or
voting there?’ It is OK,” Peshkin said.
“When you walk up to somebody and
say, ‘Are you registered to vote? We'll
help you; we'll take care of you right
this minute,’ people do it.”

Forgie said lllinois state laws are
easier to work with than other states
where school [Ds and social security

cardsare sometimes notaccepted. She
said in Texas, however, a gun license
is sufficient for voter registration.

Alan Harris, a sophomore majoring
in business, seized the chance to reg-
ister. Harris turned 18 less than one
month after 2008'’s Election Day.

“| already had my mind set that |
wanted to vote, Harris said. “I feel like
everyone should vote, and if you don’t
then you really can’t complain about
how the government is run.”

Voter registration doesn’t interest
everyone, Forgie said. A lack of reli-
able information about candidates
leads many students to decline reg-
istration.

“They don’t know who to vote for
anyway, so it doesn’t matter; they just
say no,” she said. “I think that’s very
sad. Who's in office really does make
a difference.”

ssampong@chroniclemail.com

Columbia

MICHAEL SCOTT
08/30/2012 -12/20/12

College

Chicago listed.

- All new and returning
student’s U-Passes will be
ready to pick-up on the dates

- All undergraduate students
registered for 12 or more hours
and all graduate students
registered for 9 or more hours
are eligible to receive a U-Pass
for the Fall 2012 Semester.

What Is A

U-Pass Quick

Facts

VERY IMPORTANT:
Bring Your Campus Card

- U-Pass is valid Thursday, August 30th 2012 through
Thursday December 20, 2012.

Forget To Pick Up Your U-Pass?
GET YOUR U-PASS THIS WEEK!

Campus Card Office

Location: 600 S. Michigan Ave., 3rd floor next to cashier
Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Phone: (312) 369 - 7300

- If you use your card prior to the activation date, it will
be captured and you will be responsible for the $50
replacement.

U-Pass?
U-Pass is a program sponsored
by the Chicago Transit Authority
(CTA) to provide reasonably
priced access to Chicago based
public transportation. The U-Pass
is charged to your student
account and, in turn, Columbia
remits payment to the CTA.
Rides are accessed through a
security card with your name
and photo. The U-Pass
cannot be used on Metra nor
Pace transportation services.

- Stolen or lost U-Pass can be replaced with a $50 fee
(cash, credit or money order) at the CTA office located at
567 West Lake Street, Chicago, lllinois. For more
information contact Student Financial Services at
1-866-705-0200

6 THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE « SEPTEMBER 4, 2012




“Welcome to Columbia...”

On behalf of the college’s faculty and staff, | would like to welcome all
new students to campus and welcome back those who are returning
to continue their studies. The college is committed to supporting all
of you in the pursuit of your creative passions.

This year, our student body, together with our dedicated faculty
and staff, will produce bodies of work that resonate with depth
and meaning, extending the boundaries of their various fields and
responding to the issues of our times.

Columbia is an exhilarating place to be — a magnet for arts and
media education in the heart of one of America’s great cities. Take
advantage of all that the college — and the city — has to offer. Make
this year an experience that you will never forget.

On a personal note, this new semester is a bittersweet one for me, as
it marks the beginning of my last academic year as president before

| retire in August 2013. It has been the greatest honor to know the
many fine students, faculty, and staff who comprise Columbia, and

to see the college continue to evolve into the center of educational
excellence and innovation that it is today.

| encourage you to make the most of your time as a student at
Columbia by getting connected and participating in the many cultural
events, clubs, and activities offered at Columbia throughout the year.
These will all enrich and extend your education. Below is a very small
sampling of the many Columbia events happening this fall. You can
find a more complete list at our new and improved calendar site:
www.colum.edu/events.

Welcome to Columbial

| |
Warrick L. Carter, PhD
President

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

Calendar of Cultural Programs, Fall 2012

September 2012

Sept. 4-Oct. 19 — 2012 Albert P Weisman Award Exhibition (The Arcade)

Sept. 4-Oct. 19 — Alumni: Then & Now (C33 Gallery)

Sept. 6 — Columbia Crawl

Sept. 12 — Cinema Slapdown Round 39: Bridesmaids (Film & Video)

Sept. 27-29 — Kota Yamazaki/Fluid hug-hug (Dance Center)

Sept. 27-Nov. 3 — Solidarity: A Memory of Art and Social Change (A+D Gallery)

October 2012
Oct. 12-Dec. 23 - Jan Tichy (Museum of Contemporary Photography)

Oct. 16 — Conversations in the Arts: The La Bamba 25th Anniversary Reunion during Columbia Night at
the Chicago International Film Festival

Oct. 24-Nov. 3 — City on the Make (Theatre Center)

Oct. 25-27 — The Seldoms (Dance Center)

November 2012

Nov. 7-17 — The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ul (Theatre Center)

Nov. 10-Jan. 11 — Hokin Honors Exhibition (C33 Gallery)

Nov. 15-Dec. 15 — The 91st Art Directors Club Annual Awards Exhibition (A+D Gallery)

December 2012
Dec. 5-15 — Chicago (Theatre Center)
Dec. 7-8 — ShopColumbia Holiday Market (ShopColumbia)
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Panel named to pick
Carter’s successor

by Alexandra Kukulka
Campus Editor

AFTER PRESIDENT WARRICK L.
Carter announced his one-year early
retirement on May 8, as previously re-
ported by The Chronicle, a presidential
advisory panel was created to screen
potential candidates and make recom-
mendations to the board of trustees,
according to Allen Turner, chairman of
the board.

The 22-member panel, composed
of faculty, staff administrators and
trustees, will recommend between two
and four candidates to the board for
consideration, Turner said.

“The board of trustees wanted to
get the widest possible group of peo-
ple representing different interests in
the college,” he said. “It's designed to
have a broad spectrum of interest and
ideas about the next president.”

The panel members are Robin Bar-
gar, dean of School of Media Arts and
Sciences; Robert Blandford, assistant
professor, School of Fine and Per-
forming Arts; Nancy Day, chair of the
Journalism Department; John Gehron,
trustee; Ken Gotsch, vice president
of Business Affairs and chief financial
officer; alumna Joan Hammel, trustee
and president of Community Alliance
and Action Network National Board;
Ted Hardin, associate professor,
School of Media Arts; Chester Kamin,

trustee; Richard Kiphart, trustee and
chair of Presidential Advisory Panel;
Paul Knapp, trustee; Marcia Lazar,
trustee; Sylvia Neil, trustee; Cassandra
Norris, president of the Student Gov-
ernment Association; Douglas Reichert
Powell, associate professor, School of
Liberal Arts and Sciences; Barry Sabl-
off, trustee; Ellen Stone Belic, trustee;
Arthur Sussman, trustee; Allen M. Turn-
er, chairman of the board of trustees;
Diana Vallera, president of Part-time
Faculty Association; Allison Grant Wil-
liams, trustee; Hugh Williams, trust-
ee; and Sharon Wilson-Taylor, dean
of students.

Panel elections were held Aug. 24
to fill three faculty positions and one
position for a department chairman.
The faculty elected Blandford, Hardin,
Powell and Day to the panel, which was
announced on Aug. 9 with the excep-
tion of the faculty and chairman. The
group will meet Sept. 5 for the first
time as a full panel.

“[The Sept. 5 meeting] will be to
approve or think about three things:
what the college is, what the opportu-
nities are for a new person and what
kind of characteristics are important
to the committee in a new president,”
Turner said.

According to him, the professional
search firm Isaacson Miller, which has

» SEE PANEL, PG. 12

Zach Stemerick THE CHRONICLE

Students invited to the
2012 Columbia Alumni Weekend

Saturday, September 29

There are some awesome events at the 2012 Alumni Weekend that are FREE and open to students! Just RSVP with
Cyn Vargas in the Office of Alumni Relations at cvargas@colum.edu with your Oasis ID, full name, degree, exp grad
year, & major, and let her know which events you plan to attend. Secure your spot today! Spaces are limited.

Visit colum.edu/alumniweekend for more information.

FEATURING THE ALUMNI WRITING PANEL
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Come and hear from some of our rock-star alums talk about the process of writing for film,
television, and comic books. They’ll discuss how what they learned at Columbia helped them
get to where they are today!

e Mark Protosevich (BA ‘83) Screenwriter of Thor, | Am Legend, The Cell, Poseidon,
and the upcoming Jurassic Park

* Dino Stamatopoulos (‘87) Emmy Award-winning writer/actor/producer - Late Show,
with David Letterman, MADtv, Moral Orel, Community, Mary Shelley’s Frankenhole

e Art Baltazar (BA ‘92) 2012 Alumnus of the Year, Eisner Award-winning

cartoonist and author of Tiny Titans, Patrick the Wolfboy, Super Pets, and more

OTHER EVENTS OPEN TO STUDENTS INCLUDE:

Alumni & Student Luncheon featuring the
Naturality Hair & Fashion Show

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Career Workshop: How to Get a Job
Without a Resume

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Join us for our Annual Alumni & Student luncheon!
This year we are also featuring the Naturality Hair &
Fashion Show performed and managed by Columbia
students and alumni. Enjoy a delicious meal and
after the show there will be time to get to know your
fellow alumni and speak to students.

Learn how to be clear with the job you want and what
steps it takes to get it. This interactive will provide you
with skills you can take in your job search

Alumni Short Film Showcase
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Many of our talented alumni have directed, written,
produced, and starred in short films. We are excited
to highlight some of them in our first Alumni Short

Showcase! Grab some popcorn, sit back, and enjoy!
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» PRIORITIZATION

Continued from Front Page

specifically impact them according
to Chapman.

“You have to negotiate [the recom-
mendations] from where the work is
being done,” Chapman said at a facul-
ty retreat for the School of Liberal Arts
and Sciences, Aug. 29. “If [the recom-
mendation] was carried out, it would
be you carrying it out, not us telling you
to carry it out.”

According to Chapman, the recom-
mendations are still being sorted out
among the departments.

However, once such issues are set-
tled, the relevant department will have
to answer questions about the impact
each recommendation would have on
students and faculty and the financial
cost involved.

He added that the comments on
recommendations are limited to 250
words per question, so that they are
clear and concise.

During the faculty and staff convo-
cation, held Aug. 31 at the Film Row
Cinema, a new group called the “study
board,” was unveiled to look at the
issues of recruitment, enrollment, re-
tention, graduation, financial aid and
scholarships for students in a “holistic
sense,” Chapman said.

It was announced that this group will
be co-chaired by Allen Turner, chair-
man of the board of trustees, and Pe-
geen Reichert Powell, the president of
the Faculty Senate.

At the LAS retreat, at the 33 E.
Congress Pkwy. Building, the faculty
shared with Chapman the frustration

and pain they felt during last year's
prioritization process—specifically
the vagueness, lack of communica-
tion and early implementation of
some recommendations.

“We have endured a great deal of
unjustified hostility, unilateral deci-
sions, crazy emails ... it's really demor-
alizing to feel that you are continually
treated with this kind of hostility on an
ongoing basis,” said Karen Osborne,
professor in the English Department.
“I'would like to believe [Dr. Chapman],
that [the administration] is trying to do
things differently, but | just may have
run out of my capacity to trust.”

Chapman emphasized that each
recommendation will have a “life
expectancy” of its own and will be
carried out, if approved, at different
times. While implementation will not
begin right away, some recommenda-
tions, such as the formation of a col-
laborative marketing communications
group, have been put into effect.

“Basically, things have been ongo-
ing,” Chapman said. “As | met with
people, we have talked about how they
are planning to meet the expectations
that are there and begin to figure out
how they go forth. It's been too soon
[for anything to become final].”

Students will feel the effects of the
implementation process in different
ways, Chapman said. Current students
won't notice any dramatic chang-
es, though future students will be
more affected.

According to Suzanne Blum-Malley,
professor in the English Department
and member of the faculty Academic
Team, when evaluated academic
aspects of the college for prioritiza-

tion, students were at the root of the
team’s “One Columbia” document,
the final group of recommendations it
put together. Even though the team no
longer has an official role in the pro-
cess, it hopes that the administration
develops a strong, long-term strategy
to keep up with changing industries for
the success of students, she added.

After reviewing the Academic Team's
“One Columbia” document Turner said
the board liked the ideas that present-
ed in the document.

However, it is hard to understand
how any specific change will affect the
college in the future, he added.

“What’s important is the notion that
the faculty, staff, administration and
the trustees are rethinking what Colum-
bia should be in the 21st century, and
we are moving in a direction to make
it what it ought to be,” Turner said.

According to Blum-Malley, the way
to move forward is through thoughtful
conversation, research and planning
before anything can be implemented.
She believes that prioritization helped
the college look more closely at itself.

However, she emphasized the im-
portance of the entire community
working together to begin the imple-
mentation process, and said the col-
lege can't sit back after a “tough year”
and say everything is all right.

“I don’t think we are just fine for
the future,” Malley said. “I think we
are probably just fine for now, but if
we don't start changing for the future
now, we are not going to be just fine.
People can’t wait for someone to tell
them what to do. We all have to do it.”

akukulka@chroniclemail.com

» RECYCLING
Continued from PG. 3

its founding in the late '90s. “Then
over the summer we started having
discussions with the cleaning staff,
making sure they are on board to take
over recycling.”

Jarvis Escobar, a representative
for the campus’ cleaning staff, said
his team has been split up, and at
least three workers have been as-
signed solely to recycling and have
received training from student workers
and Wawrzaszek.

“It's a challenge because we know
the percentage of recycling from Co-
lumbia College, and | actually get a
chill sometimes about it because |
know that Columbia College recycles
a lot,” Escobar said. “For my people
to get involved in that, it's going to be
a challenge.”

Wawrzaszek will still oversee the
program through monthly evaluations,
he said. He and his team will also still
be responsible for managing the col-
lection of compost, batteries, plastic

Stock Photo

bags and electronic trash.

“They don't see that we're proud of
our job,” said senior photography ma-
jor Carlos Uribe, a student worker in
the Recycling Program. “If our leaders
think that we are just picking up gar-
bage and we are not creating a neces-
sity for recycling, then what’s the point
of just carrying a cart full of trash?”

Although  working for recycling
did not directly relate to Uribe’s
major, it was something he was
passionate about.

“Being in the recycling program, | felt
like | was in a circle that | necessarily
had to be in,” he said. “It was gener-
ating ideas for positive students to
create work.”

Virginia Baker, president of EPIC, the
campus environmental club, said she
does not like the idea of taking away
student employment opportunities.

“I don't think it is a good thing,” Bak-
er said. “If it was a budgetary concern,
there could have been other measures
to be taken. It is just important to have
students involved in the process.”

ihester@chroniclemail.com

Play for your chance to WIN fab prizes & cool badges!
Text: 0144 to TEXTBK (839825)

*We do not charge for SMS. Carrier message and data rates may apply. Opt-out any time by texting STOP to TEXTBK. Full rules and details available at play.acmeloyalty.com.

RENT NOW

COLUMBIA BOOKSTORE « 624 South Michigan Avenue

SAVE NOW

$280 MILLION
ALREADY SAVED

www.columbia.bkstr.com [iF]

*Savings based on total North American textbook rental savings vs new book price. Individual store savings vary by location. See store for defails.
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Bianca Griffin and her father, Gregory Griffin, from the south suburbs of Chicago,
moved Bianca into her dorm room at University Center on State Street on Aug. 24.

» CONVOCATION
Continued from PG. 4

to acquaint themselves with student
organizations on campus.

Those who visited the Center for
Book and Paper Arts’ table could make
their own postcards using a heat press.

Speakers, including student gov-
ernment president Cassandra Norris,
Carter and Kelly pumped up the crowd
as they spoke about the new year.

‘ ‘ [Convocation

was] overwhelming but

exciting.”
- Catherine LaRocca

It was Carter's last new student
convocation, as he will retire in August
2013, one year earlier than planned. He
said he hopes new students will engage
with the college and use its resources
early on in their college careers.

“A lot of kids are scattered from all
over the globe, and feeling connected
to an institution is very important,”
Carter said. “Make a friend ... Seek
out teachers, seek out staff and get
questions answered.”

Despite the heat, many students
said they enjoyed the event. Catherine
LaRocca, freshman theater major, said
she found Kelly’s “Hell Yeah Liturgy” in-
spiring, and that, overall, convocation
was an exhilarating experience.

“[Convocation was] overwhelming
but exciting,” LaRocca said. “It makes
you very eager to pursue your passion.”

hschroering@chroniclemail.com
akukulka@chroniclemail.com

SGA@COLUMEDUY

COLUMEDU/SGA
@COLUMBIASGA

MEETINGS ARE 5PM EVERY
TUESDAY IN THE LOFT.

Art + Design
ASL
Audio Arts
Dance
Education
English
Fiction Writing
Film/Video
HHSS
IAM
Marketing
Photography
Radio
Science/Math
Television
Grad Student (3)
At Large (9)

FACEBOOK.COM/COLUMBIACOLLEGESGA
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MAGNP&IMOUS

Magnanimous Media
does not require a

deposit or insurance
for most rental items.

phone 708-248-1127
web www.magnanimous.biz
email rentals@magnanimous.biz
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We don't sell textbooks.
We find the cheapest ones for yo

Compare prices from all over the Internet at once.
New, used, rentals, and eBooks compared.
Multi-Item Price Optimization™

Finds and automatically calculates all promotions and coupons.

textbooks textbooks
60-90% cheaper 75-90% cheaper
than online stores than retail

on average on average

PROMINENT NEW-AGE PSYCHIC PSYCHOLOGISTS

Psychic, Tarot
and
Palm Reading
Package

$125

Visit: WWW.CrystalEnergyPsychicHealer.com or 1234 S. Michigan Ave.

Cleansing

Chakra
Balancing

Healing
Stones

Essential
ONLY $25]caLL.(312)933-9950] oils & Candles

» PANEL

Continued from PG. 8

experience in the screening of college presi-
dents, has been hired to aid with the search for
Carter’s successor.

All' panel members signed a confidentiality
agreement “for integrity in the conduct of the
search,” according to an Aug. 9 collegewide
email Turner sent. When several panel members
were asked to comment they declined.

Although the panel will be making the recom-
mendations privately, the Columbia community
still has opinions about who the next president
should be.

“I think our next president needs to have,
first of all, as his or her highest priority, a fo-
cus on improving the academics of the school
and making sure all the programs that we of-
fer fit with the mission and continue to evolve
the college in a positive way,” said Christopher
Shaw, assistant professor in the Science and
Mathematics Department.

According to Louis Silverstein, emeritus pro-
fessor in the Humanities, History and Social Sci-
ences Department, the president should be open
to conversations and work with people who have
different perspectives. He also said he or she
should raise money to fund programs, instead
of relying on tuition, and understand the signifi-
cance of the arts.

“He or she should have a background in edu-
cation, particularly in the kind of education that
Columbia has always focused on, which is a non-

traditional way of reaching out to students,”
Silverstein said.

Michael Bright, administrative assistant
and student worker supervisor in the Film and
Video Department, said he believes the next
president should be someone who isn't from
the corporate world and can bring resources to
the college.

According to Bright, president of United
Staff of Columbia College, a part-time faculty
member is part of the panel because it is in
adjuncts’ contract, while it is not in the staff’s.

“We are disappointed by [the contract], but
that could change,” he said. “I haven't had that
conversation with [senior vice president Warren
Chapman] yet.”

Along with bringing students to the college,
Corina Ferrer-Marcano, president of the Inter-
national Student Organization, said she would
like to see a president who shows more consid-
eration for students.

Corrina Ferrer-Marcano, senior journalism
major said she believes email and Facebook
are the best way to communicate the selection
process with the college. However, Renegades
President Abby Cress said she trusts the panel
to make good decisions and does not see a rea-
son for communication.

“Some of the characteristics | would like to
see in our next president [are to] have him or
her be very present on campus,” Cress said.
“We need someone with experience [who]
knows what they are doing.”

akukulka@chroniclemail.com

by: Sean Mac

e - 1.y Senior, Illustration Major
Birds Hate Kids” ™" ™" ™

- email sumbissions to submit@chroncilemail.com
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‘¢ Correspondances pushes the boundaries of theatre
and dance, mixing elements of both forms until it
Shatters the very idea of form itself.” — nyiheatre.com

2 LNV THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE 13

Correspondances, Kettly Noél of Voices of Strength, photo by Eric Boudet

TWO PROGRAMS OF CONTEMPORARY DANCE AND THEATER BY WOMEN FROM AFRICA

SEPTEMBER 13/14/15,2012

Voices of Strength is a two-program “mini-festival” celebrating
the stylistic diversity and talent of contemporary dance and
theatre by women from Africa. From dance rooted in tradition
to cutting-edge performance, the five choreographers employ
humor, irony, poignancy and power to articulate women’s
struggles toward empowerment.

FOR TICKETS EX CALL 312.369.8330 OR VISIT COLUM.EDU/DANCECENTER

The Dance Center’s presentation of Voices of Strength is funded, in part, by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the MetLife Community Connections Fund of the New England
Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project. Major support for NDP is also provided by the

AY

ART WORKS.
artsgov. Special thanks to the Cultural Service at The Consulate General of France in Chicago

and the South African Consulate General: Chicago.

Doris Duke Charitable Foundation with additional support from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

PROGRAM A

SEPTEMBER 13 & 14, 2012
8:00PM

Correspondances Kettly Noél (Haiti/Mali)
and Nelisiwe Xaba (South Africa)
Quartiers Libres Nadia Beugré (Cote d'lvoire)

PROGRAM B

SEPTEMBER 15, 2012
3:00 & 8:00PM

Sombra Maria Helena Pinto (Mozambique)
Madame Plaza Bouchra Ouizguen (Morocco)
with three Aita singers

OTHER EVENTS

DANCEMASTERS CLASS
LED BY NADIA BEUGRE

POST-PERFORMANCE
CONVERSATION

MOVING VOICES

An In-Depth Conversation
with Women Choreographers
from Africa

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

dance
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SOMEONE you should know

Professor
Pepper spices
up the campus

by Ivana Hester
Assistant Campus Editor

AFTER SEVERAL YEARS spent in the
laboratory, adjunct faculty member
Koch Unni’s creation has come alive.
And it’s hot.

The KOCHTERRII™, named after
Unni and his partner, Terri Reardon, a
floriculturist-propagator at the Chicago
Park District, is now ready for con-
sumption. According to the Garfield
Park Conservatory, which owns the
trademarked product, the pepper is
hotter than a jalapeno but tamer than
cayenne. However, its parent peppers
will remain a secret.

The process Unni used to de-
velop the pepper is called hybrid-
ization and is taught in Unni's
horticulture class in the Science and
Mathematics Department.

Professor Unni's fascination with
plants started at a young age. He grew
up on a farm in India and refers to him-
self as a farm boy. He received most

The Chronicle: What made
you want to breed a pepper?

Koch Unni: | was a plant propagator
for about 15 to 16 years. Mary Eysen-
bach, director of conservatories of the
Chicago Park District said, “[Someone]
with the name Koch had to develop
something.”Someone  that  worked
here 45 years ago—his last name was
Koch—he developed a hybrid of a plant
called a Sanatorium. She said, “Now
you develop something.” So at that
time, we tried four different types of
hybridization: tomatoes, peppers, egg-
plants and beans. Beans were a little
bit tough because the parts, male and
female parts, were very tough to get in
and the pepper was pretty easy. We
got four different varieties of all these
various plants and we hybridized them
all; one of the fascinating things that
came up from it was this one because
it was different from the parental
characteristics. This one showed both
parental characteristics.

‘ ‘ It is a hot pepper with a fruity
flavor. The skin is thick, which keeps the flavor.

of his education there at the University
of Kerala, in southern India. It was not
until he arrived in America that he was
named a certified horticulturalist by
the National Horticulture Board.

The Chronicle met with Unni to
learn more about his pepper creation
process and what he plans to work
on next.

-Koch Unni

How did you go about this pro-
cess?

KU: My propagator, Terri Reardon, |
showed her [the pepper] and from that
time on Terri also showed an interest.
She said, “Let’s try and isolate the
genes.” Isolation means you take this
one, collect the seeds and grow the

A.J. Abelman THE CHRONICLE

The KOCHTERRII™ is unique because it has characteristics of both parent peppers is unique
because it was characteristics of both parent peppers, in that it is fruity, but hot.

A.J. Abelman THE CHRONICLE

Koch Unni works at the Garfield Park Conservatory as a floriculturist foreman and is an adjunct faculty member. He teaches Botany and Horticulture.

next generation, and a second genera-
tion. Out of 50 we may get 10. Out of
10 we did a tasting and decided which
one tastes the best. We took that seed
and grew one more generation, and by
about the fifth generation we found
that most of the characteristics were
breeding truth, meaning they were
showing most of the characteristics
that we want.

Was it what you expected as far
as taste and look?

KU: There is a tasting after every gen-
eration. It is a hot pepper with a fruity
flavor. The skin is thick, which keeps
the flavor. If it is grown properly it pro-
duces 50 to 70 peppers. [l expected

the taste because] we knew the paren-
tal characteristics. One of the parents
was not hot at all, but at the same time
it was kind of fruity and fleshy; the
other was extremely hot but not fleshy.
[What we did not know was] how much
time this was going to take and how we
could double up that process.

How did you come up with the
name?

KU: The name is Terri's image. She
is actually the person who was pretty
much responsible for taking seeds and
isolating them. | was just hybridizing
it. Then she initiated and isolated. Of
course, during the process she would
show me and | would say, “Fine let’s

do that.” We hybridized another flower,
also, but that we really didn't pursue it,
but we named it Unity, a combination
of my name Unni, and “T” for Terri. So
for this one, she put together our names
again and came up with, KOCHTERRII™,
After that, it got approved by our direc-
tor at the conservatory, and now it has
an international patent.

What will you breed next?

KU: | have talked to another colleague
of mine about breeding a plant called
Calathea. A plant that we found can be
done is a lotus. Lotus is something that
is possible to breed and easily takes it.

ihester@chroniclemail.com
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Men’s birth control

flips the script

by Kyle Rich
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES OFTEN
originate as accidents. Penicillin was
developed after a workstation wasn’t
cleaned properly and an antibacte-
rial mold was discovered. Radioactiv-
ity was first noted when minerals and
equipment were left in a desk after
they were unable to be used for another
experiment. LSD was originally created
as a drug to cure the pain of childbirth,
and its hallucinogenic effects were
only revealed five years later after a
scientist accidentally absorbed a dose
while not wearing gloves. Now an-
other unintended scientific discovery
could change the way we think about
safe sex.

ing cancer cells “forget” that they
are  cancerous, but  which
appears to be a male birth
control agent.

The molecule is called JQ1,
and while it has only been test-
ed on male mice, it appears to
have severely stunted sperm
production in mice testes,
according to an article pub-
lished in the journal Cell last
month. Its effects are leading
scientists to believe it could
reduce sperm count to a level
that won't cause pregnancy. If the
molecule is fully developed and FDA-
approved, it could be administered in
pill form and won’t have hormonal ef-
fects or negatively affect sperm count
once users stop taking it, according to

‘ ‘ | think anything that allows men or women to take
charge of their own sexual health, to be responsible
sexual citizens, is a fantastic improvement.”

A two-year collaboration between
the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
and the Martin Matzuk Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine has resulted in
the discovery of a molecule, origi-
nally developed as an attempt to
block cancer-causing genes by mak-

- Eric Anderson

the article.

While this discovery is a break-
through in contraceptives, it challeng-
es traditional views of contraceptive
responsibility and gender roles.

Michael Kimmel, a sociologist
specializing in gender studies, said

he believes male birth control could
raise questions of the meaning
of masculinity.

“On one hand, you could say
[one is] not a real man because [soci-
ety] never exactly coded responsibility
as particularly masculine behavior,”
Kimmel said. “[We see it as] far more
masculine to be irresponsible and
not really care much. On the other
hand, if [a man] has to take a male
contraceptive, obviously he’s getting
some [responsibility].”

Eric Anderson, a sociologist special-
izing in sexuality and masculinity stud-
ies, said he believes a decrease in per-
ceived masculinity can actually lead to
a new wave of men taking charge of

their own sexual health.

“There is a hyper-masculine reac-

tion of, ‘No, I'm not going to
do that, even though it’s eas-
ier for men,” Anderson said.
“The masculinity that characterizes
that sort of, ‘You're not going to touch
my nuts’ is decreasing. Men have be-
come less hyper-masculine. They've
become softer; they've become more
inclusive, more open with their feelings
and willing to cry. It permits them to
take better charge of their health, even
if it counters dominant trends.”

If the pill were to be readily avail-
able to both men and women, whom
does the responsibility fall upon? The
Chronicle interviewed students to
gather opinions.

“I feel like, because women have
taken it for so long, it should be men’s
turn,” said Anastacia Favela, freshman
broadcast journalism major. “When
you see a pregnant young woman on
the street she’s judged more. It’s the
girl who gets the heat, not the guy.”

Some students believe in a collec-

tive responsiblity.

“I do believe in equality, so
| think it should
be both [men and
women],” said Jac-

queline Irigoyen, a sophomore
magazine journalism major.

A big factor in this debate is
the lack of trust that can oc-
cur between men and women.

While Anderson has done research
on university students who say “use
a condom because you never know,”
he still speculates that if birth control
were available to both men and wom-
en, women would have a harder time
trusting a man to be on it responsibly.
However, Anderson said he believes
this all-around distrust can be a good
thing.

“| think anything that allows men
or women to take charge of their own
sexual health, to be responsible sexual
citizens, is a fantastic improvement,”
Anderson said.

krich@chroniclemail.com

Blue Demons men’s soccer shows optimism

Rena Naltsas THE CHRONICLE

DePaul Blue Demons midfielder Antonio Aguilar strikes the ball against Western lllinois’ Torrance
Brown at DePaul University Wednesday, Aug. 29, 2012.

by Brandon Smith
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

AFTER A 1-1-0 start to its season,
the DePaul Blue Demons men's soc-
cer team might need more than good
statistics to stay positive through the
remainder of the season.

A disappointing 2-1 loss to the West-
ern lllinois Leathernecks on Aug. 29 is
not an indicator of the season’s course,
DePaul Head Coach Craig Blazer said.
Even though the scoreboard read de-
feat, the Blue Demons dominated the
game statistically with 21 shots on
goal, while the Leathernecks had six.

Blazer believes his team still has
what it takes to pull off a winning sea-
son, a feat they failed to accomplish
last year.

“I very much feel optimistic about
the rest of the year,” Blazer said. “Our
goal is to get better every day, and
today we did that. We say to our guys
that every game is an NCAA game,
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and if you want to play, you have to
be consistent.”

Compared to last season’s 6-11-2
record, the men seem to be on track,
and Blazer said his team is ahead of
the curve.

“I actually feel like we are ahead
of where we were against [the Univer-
sity of lllinois at Chicago Flames],” he
said about the team’s Aug. 24 victory.
“In comparison to last year, | feel like
we're more experienced and ‘up’ men-
tallp. We showed some inconsisten-
cies, but | like where we're at.”

Thiago Ganancio, a junior mid-
fielder, scored both goals against UIC
in the 2-1 victory. But Western lllinois
managed to shut down the Big East of-
fensive player of the week in their Aug.
29 matchup.

“|Ganancio] didn't really have any
chances today,” Blazer said.

But senior midfielder Antonio Agui-
lar had many chances at the net, with
three of the team’s 21 shots coming
from him.

“[Aguilar] played better today than
he did against UIC,” Blazer said. “But
he unfortunately missed the frame.
He did well to free himself up and get
his looks and pull his shots, but it just

wasn’'t on frame.”

Freshman midfielder Brian Hindle
did manage to find the net, scoring his
first collegiate goal.

“It feels good to get on the board as
a freshman, and hopefully moving for-
ward | can continue to help the team,”
Hindle said.

Though the loss is disappointing to
the team, Hindle has confidence in
their defense.

“The second goal we got countered,
but we had the numbers in the back to
stop them,” he said. “The other team
just managed to make the play.”

The Blue Demons have scored three
goals in their regular season while tak-
ing three goals against, but if they con-
tinue to statistically govern their sea-
son with aggressive offensive tactics,
they may find the scale tipping to their
advantage, Blazer said.

“We did well, our possession is good
and we're doing a lot of the things that
we want to do,” Blazer said. “It's hard
to be the offensive team, and we pride
ourselves on that. So that's going to
be there and that's encouraging but
sometimes it just doesn’t go your way.”

bsmith@chroniclemail.com
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Morning,
nVl\'llgods

Shortly after the
NFL scare came the
controversial and
tense negotiations
between profes-
sional basketball

- players and the NBA
by Lindsey Woods ich effectively
Managing Editor|ocked the first two

NHL lockout looms

FOR SEVERAL MONTHS last year,
many sports fans were nearly reduced
to tears at the mention of a lockout.
First, it was the ongoing collective
bargaining that threatened the 2011
NFL season. It was the talk of the
town. How could we live without our
beloved football? Luckily, the crisis
was averted and the season kicked off
without delay.

months of the regu-
lar season. The news
of the negotiations
was inescapable. If
NBA Commissioner
David Stern left the
negotiating table to
take a leak, it was
the top story on
Sports Center that
night.

Now, another
impending lockout
threatens to leave
fans, players and
commissioners
frustrated and
seasonless. But the
media coverage and
general conversation
about it has been
glacial at best. The NHL is currently in
labor talks with the NHL Player’s As-
sociation, and it isn’t going well. With
the Sept. 15 deadline for a lockout
looming, talks have failed to move
past the philosophical stages, and the
possibility of an NHL lockout is grow-
ing every day.

Remember, this is the same NHL
and commissioner that in 2005

locked out an entire season in an un-
precedented move that left fans angry
and lost the NHL millions of dollars
(although most players and adminis-
trators still found a way to get paid.)
While the negotiators top priorities
are different this time around, and the
NHLPA has different leadership, the
signs are all pointing toward lockout.

[ am well aware that the NHL is
the ugly stepsister of professional
sports in the U.S. But in a town where
the most recent championship came
courtesy of the hometown hockey
team, | would think people would be
more upset. Major media outlets in
Chicago and other hockey towns have
been flagrantly ignoring the news, and
| haven't heard much about it from the
spectator side either, aside from a few
diehard fans.

Maybe people are sick of hearing
about lockouts. Maybe people just
don’t care about hockey. But the
fact that all three major professional
organizations have had or almost
had a lockout in the past two years
is something that deserves some ink.
It is indicative of a major problem in
the operation of the sports industry
and a huge slight to fans everywhere.
We, the fans, indirectly pay the
salaries of everyone involved in big
sports associations, so they should
give a little more consideration to the
consequences of cancellation. If they
don’t, there may not be any money left
to fight over.

Iwoods@chroniclemail.com

Students
drunk on

friendship

by Brandon Smith
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

MANY HUNGOVER MORNINGS have
been spent lamenting a lost phone or
reminiscing about how funny it was
when it took that one guy 30 minutes
to put his shoes on the night before.
But there are serious implications as-
sociated with drinking to keep in mind
before heading out to a party.

Research shows there are positive
aspects to drinking, much to the de-
light of college students.

Michael Sayette, a professor of psy-
chology at the University of Pittsburgh,
published a paper on social effects of
alcohol in the August issue of the jour-
nal Psychological Science that served
some sobering insights on what it
means to drink.

“There is no question that many
college students are struggling with al-
cohol,” Sayette said. “So my approach
has always been to see what alcohol
does to people.”

Sayette’s study aimed to look past
the negative effects often associated
with drinking by trying to understand
why people enjoy consuming alcohol.

“If we only focus on the damaging
effects of alcohol, then we would cer-
tainly learn those effects,” he said.
“But we wouldn’t know why people
are doing it. This study has overcome
the shortcomings of previous studies

to better address this question, and
we found support that alcohol did
enhance bonding.”

This new information confirms that
alcohol is what most call a “social Iu-
bricant,” meaning it can significantly
affect the brain in ways that give
people more confidence, especially in
situations where someone may be less
willing to engage with others.

Art Markman, a professor of psy-
chology and marketing at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin who is
familiar with the study, agrees that
alcohol can be a good means for
making friends.

“In moderate doses, alcohol does
seem to function as a kind of social
lubricant,” Markman said. “It makes
people get along better and it allows
people who might be initially reluc-
tant to get into conversations to get
involved. It tends to make people
evaluate the content of conversations
more positively.”

However, Markman explained that
the size of the dose determines its
effectiveness. “The difficulty is the
sort of stereotypical college drinking
experience,” he said. “A keg and a
bunch of drinking games, or Everclear
and Kool-Aid are not conducive to
low-dose drinking.”

STOCK PHOTO

The fun can quickly turn into some-
thing rather unpleasant and unpredict-
able when people start consuming too
much alcohol, Markman said.

Kim Fromme, a professor of clini-
cal psychology at the U of T at Austin,
pointed out the many consequenc-
es of having one too many sips of
jungle juice.

“Behavioral risks are the primary
problems associated with underage
drinkers,” Fromme said, adding that
almost 80 percent of underage college
students drink alcohol. “Regretted
sex, aggression, all of these things are
more likely to occur when an individual
is intoxicated.”

It is important to understand that
while drinking at social events can act
as a catalyst between you and a po-
tential friend, moderation is always the
answer, Markman said.

“[Alcohol] is not something to be
treated with fear, and | think the mes-
sage we often give to freshmen is that
it is something you should be scared to
death of,” he said. “There are a lot of
temptations associated with drinking,
and learning to navigate those risks
successfully will certainly help in the
rest of your life.”

bsmith@chroniclemail.com

Featured Athlete

Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE

Abby Cress, Renegades President

by Nader lhmoud
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

Age: 21
School/Team: Columbia Renegades
Achievements: Volleyball Captain

Abby Cress, president of the Ren-
egades, came to Columbia to study
fashion design but knew she wanted
to keep sports in her life. Within the
second week of her freshman year,
Cress was already the captain of the
Renegades volleyball team after the
previous leader quit. After learning
of an open executive board posi-
tion, she applied and was elected
vice president for the 2011 fall
semester. She succeeded former
Renegade president Kevin Hartmann
after he graduated that winter. She
has since updated the Renegade
constitution and program’s reach on
campus. The Chronicle volleyed with
Cress to find out what’s going on this
year and what has motivated her
recent success.

The Chronicle: Since you be-
came president of the Ren-
egades, what has been imple-
mented?

AC: | don't know because | can’t
see it externally. I've been on the
inside, but | believe we've created
more awareness, and | believe we
have created stronger teams and
a better communication within our
teams, our executive board, our
school and in the community. We're
having businesses around Chicago
chip in and help us out a little bit
for some of our events. We've had
a lot more participation too, espe-
cially since this year we are going to
focus on tournaments. We are going
to concentrate on our teams too,
like always.

What do you want to accom-
plish?

AC: | want everyone to know that we
have sports at Columbia. | want to

nihmoud@chroniclemail.com

get rid of that mentality that since
we are an art school that we don't
do sports. We're all art students. I'm
into fashion, I'm a girly girl, and |
love sports.

What are your goals for this
semester?

AC: This semester | really want the
teams to be on their feet. Some of
them haven't been competing a
lot, and | want all of them to be in
leagues [and] playing games on a
regular basis. They're supposed to
be more competitive.

What accomplishment are you
most proud of since becoming
president?

AC: What I'm most proud of is [my]
work internally within the board. |
updated our constitution [and] I've
redone our recognition packet for
the teams. [Before it was] only hard
copy, and | put it online. For us to be
stronger we have to [first] be stron-
ger up top. We need a strong base
for us to be stronger with our club
teams and tournaments.

Any new challenges this se-
mester?

AC: For this year our new challenge
is not having [access to the] South
Loop Elementary School gym. But it
also could be a good thing because
we're going to be playing outside
more. Once it gets cold we're going
to look for other places to play.

What did the Renegades do
for Weeks of Welcome?

AC: For Weeks of Welcome we had
dodgeball on [Aug. 28]. We played
on the sand courts on Columbus
Drive. Everyone gets really excited
about dodgeball so that was a re-
ally good way to start Weeks of
Welcome. Then on [Aug. 30] we had
flag football on Michigan Avenue and
11th Street. Starting Sept. 21, we're
going to have flag football at 1 p.m.




SEPTEMBER 4, 2012

SPORTS & HEALTH THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE 17

Swine flu returns T“ \ v

Associated Press

by Amanda Lee Myers
Associated Press

THE DEATH OF a 61-year-old Ohio
woman is the first in the nation as-
sociated with a new swine flu strain,
the state Department of Health said
Aug. 31.

The woman, whose identity was
not released, was from central Ohio’s
Madison County and died last week fol-
lowing an illness she contracted after
having contact with hogs at the Ross
County Fair.

from 6 months to 61 years old have
been infected, and many of them
have been linked to contact with hogs
at fairs.

Wymyslo urged at-risk groups to
avoid swine exhibits and take other
precautions. Those groups include
young children, older residents, preg-
nant woman and people with weak-
ened immune systems or underlying
medical conditions.

Lyn Finelli, the leader for the surveil-
lance and outbreak response team in
the CDC’s influenza division, said in a

Like with seasonal flu, we have been—and
continue to be—Particularly concerned about

people with factors that put them at high risk of
serious complications if they get the flu.”

The woman had underlying medical
conditions, but the H3N2v influenza vi-
rus may have contributed to her death,
the department said.

The strain was found in U.S. pigs in
2010 and people in July 2011, and it
appears to spread more easily from
swine to humans than other flu viruses,
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has said.

The death was among 12 new cases
of the virus in the country last week,
the CDC reported. Ohio saw two other
cases. Wisconsin had seven, and
Minnesota and Pennsylvania each
had one.

Ohio and Indiana lead the nation
with infections for the year; Ohio has
had 101, while Indiana has had 138,
according to the CDC.

Twelve people across the nation
were infected last year, compared
with 289 so far this year, according to
the CDC.

Ted Wymyslo, director of the Ohio
Department of Health, said most of
Ohio’s cases have been mild. People

- Lyn Finelli

statement that the agency was sad-
dened to hear of the Ohio death.

“Like with seasonal flu, we
have been—and continue to be—par-
ticularly concerned about people
with factors that put them at high risk
of serious complications if they get
the flu,” she said. “These people
should absolutely not have contact
with pigs or visit pig arenas at fairs
this summer.”

As with seasonal flu, the CDC recom-
mends that people with high-risk con-
ditions who develop flu-like symptoms
contact their doctor immediately.

“Prompt antiviral treatment in a
high risk person can mean the differ-
ence between having a milder illness
versus a very serious illness that could
result in a hospital stay or even death,”
Finelli said.

Symptoms of H3N2v include fe-
ver, cough, sore throat, runny or
stuffy nose, body aches, headaches,
and fatigue.

chronicle@colum.edu
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Back to School 2012

Hurry while supplies last!

Buy a Mac for college
get $100 for Apps.
Or get $50 for Apps
with the new iPad.

Additional offers on campus:

Buy a Mac on campus,
get a choiceof ...

10% off all
accessories on

FREE

FREE ]
$25 iTunes

the same order!
(excludes Apple branded
accessories)

laptop sleeve gift card

(pick one offer only)

Buy an iPad on campus,
get 10% off all accessories on the same order!

(excludes Apple branded accessories)

ComputerStore

best products better service

Store Hours: M - F 1T1TAM to 6PM .
33 E. Congress Pkwy 1st Floor (entrance off Wabash) « 312.369.8622 O u I I l I a

computerstore@colum.edu
COLLEGE CHICAGDO

@ Authorized Campus Reseller We accept:

*Must be a current student, staff, or faculty member of Columbia College Chicago to shop at the
Computer Store. All offers valid until September 21st, 2012 or while supplies last. Cash and starter checks not accepted.
No rainchecks or special orders. All sales final.
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Playgrounds starting to grow up

by Kyle Rich
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

PLAYGROUNDS ARE NO longer
just for kids. An innovative trend uti-
lizing playground equipment has
adults maintaining their fttness in a
new way.

At first glance adult playgrounds
may look like child’s play, however,
their purpose is much different. They

are free-to-use, steel-reinforced sta-
tions that can target and strengthen
abs, quadriceps, biceps and other
muscles just as effectively as gym
equipment. Users can also supple-
ment a bike ride or run with a full-body
outdoor workout.

“The whole concept is based on a
free place to go exercise,” said Bruce
Carson, co-director of sales at TriAc-

tive America, a Grover Beach, Califor-
nia company that makes adult play-
ground equipment. “Most people don’t
have a gym membership or somewhere
to go exercise, So we're opening up to a
majority of the population, giving them
a free place to go work out.”

Like many other activities enjoyed
domestically, the concept originated
overseas. Adult fitness equipment can

be found in public parks in China, and
fitness trails started in Europe were
designed as a free way to work the
entire body. Both have laid the founda-
tion for the adult playgrounds emerg-
ing in the U.S.

Jim Sargen, owner of TriActive Amer-
ica, was on vacation in China when he
saw an adult playground and decided
to bring the trend back to U.S. soil.

“The Chinese government passed a
law saying that all public parks needed
to have exercise equipment because
they were trying to get their entire
country healthy,” Carson said. “[Sar-
gen] was just amazed how popular the
equipment was, and how well recieved
it was.”

More and more adult playgrounds
are popping up across major U.S. cit-
ies. After one such playground was
praised in the the Bronx, park officials
announced plans to bring dozens more
to New York City. San Antonio has
rapidly added adult playground equip-
ment to public parks, and Los Angeles
has 30 parks ,with more on the way,

the CPD. “However, at this time, there
are no plans in our budget to add
[adult playground equipment].”

While children’s playgrounds can be
costly, it's actually cheaper to produce
the equipment for adults.

“It's a fundamentally different type
of product,” said lan Proud, research
manager for Playworld Systems, in
Louisburg PA. “The play experience
outside can take an entire class of
children up to 40, 60, 100 children at
a time, whereas the adult play equip-
ment is taking up to 20 at the most.”

“Cost is an even bigger issue for
local governments because of the cur-
rent economy,” said Carson.

“Parks and recreation aren't get-
ting as much equipment as they used
to,” Carson said. “But it's going to
explode; it’s going to continue to ex-
pand. It won't be as huge as China
because they are federally funded and
government mandated, but here in the
states, people have to come up with
money for the equipment.”

While the money may not always be

‘ ‘ We're opening up to a majority of the
population, giving them a free place to workout.”

according to the New York Times. How-
ever, Chicago has largely ignored this
growing trend.

“As the Chicago Park District looked
at trends in fitness, we saw a rise in
outdoor fitness in 2009,” said Marta
Juaniza, assistant press secretary for

- Bruce Carson

there, the demand for the equipment
will be, Proud said.

“As long as we have this pandemic
of ill health, local governments will feel
required to address it,” Proud said.

krich@chroniclemail.com
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Linguiniin a
clam shell

SEPTEMBER 4, 2012

1/4 cup olive oil

1 clove garlic, sliced thin

1/4 cup lemon juice

1/2 teaspoon chopped parsley

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon oregano

1/4 teaspoon pepper

1 8 ounce can little-neck whole clams
2 4-ounce cans chopped clams

1 box linguini

1. Heat olive oil and garlic in saucepan until

garlic is lightly browned. Then, begin
boiling water for pasta.

2. Stir lemon juice slowly in with the garlic.

3. Stir in the parsley, salt, oregano and
pepper.

4. Add clams to sauce.

5. Cook linguini in the pot.

6. Strain pasta and stir with clam sauce.

7.Serve and enjoy!

SOUS CHEF

o

GURU

James Foster, Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE

by Brandon Smith
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

COLLEGE STUDENTS KNOW what
it means to live on a diet of pasta
and pizza. The only thing that makes
either dish palatable is a little bit of
creativity—and an occasional recom-
mendation from mom.

This delectable linguini with white
clam sauce recipe came to me on a
warm, dreary afternoon. | don’t know
what other people do, but when I'm
alone and hungry with only a boring
frozen pizza in sight, | call my mom.
So, here’s a shout out to mom for
always brightening my day and filling
my stomach.

Any saucepan will do for cooking
the sauce as long as it holds all of
the contents, but | recommend a
medium-sized (3 quart) one. Begin

boiling water for the pasta in a large pot.

Slice the garlic as thinly as possible
(I'like to think I'm acting out the prison
scene from “Goodfellas.” Use a razor
blade!) Make sure to coat the entire pan
with olive oil before adding the garlic.
This is important, as it will keep the gar-
lic from burning. Remember to allow the
oil some time to heat up before adding
the garlic. If you do this, the garlic will
brown more evenly.

Once the garlic is spread evenly in the
pan, turn the heat to low and let it cook
until it’s brown, then stir.

The original recipe calls for 1/4 cup
water at this point, but instead, use
lemon juice. Buy a few lemons, cut them
in half and squeeze the juice. This adds
a more enjoyable tang to the sauce, but
it doesn’t change the consistency.

Next, add the spices and herbs. Pars-
ley tastes great in the sauce and gives

it a fresh, green look. | suggest taking
it easy on the oregano, but because
everyone has different preferences, go
crazy if you'd like.

Next, add the clams. | use the en-
tire contents of the cans: the juice,
clams and whatever else happens to
accompany those (hopefully nothing).

Once the clams are mixed into the
sauce, put the pasta in a large pot. It
won't take more than 10 minutes for
the clams to cook through. Stir often.
Remember to stir the pasta as well, so
it doesn't stick together.

Turn the burners off, strain the pas-
ta, put it in a bowl and pour the entire
contents of the saucepan on top of the
pasta. | buy fresh Parmesan cheese to
grate over the dish, but the powdered
kind works too. Serve and enjoy!

bsmith@chroniclemail.com

For all your art

supply needs,
pick Blick.

0%
OFF
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Sweet
Proposition

Dating sites offer
“sugary’ solution to
the finer things in life

See PG. 24

Black

theater
Inspires
change

by Emily Ornberg
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

A GUNSHOT HIT Sgt. Vernon Waters
of the South’s segregated black mili-
tary, and he enigmatically cried his last
words, “They still hate you!” as he fell
to his death.

When the lights dimmed and the
curtains came down, the cast rejoiced
backstage after another performance
of “A Soldier's Play” at Hidden Stages
Theater Company. The year was 1994.

Afterward, stage manager Vincent
Williams sat distraught in his apart-
ment. He was sure the play would
receive a Jeff Award for excellence in
professional Chicago theater. But, ac-
cording to Williams at the time, work of
most other African-American produc-
tions was generally swept under the
rug, according to Williams.

“I felt that we weren't being recog-
nized,” he said. “We were kind of being
overlooked as far as giving accolades
for our artistic work. So | said, ‘Well
this talent has to be recognized. Let
me create something to honor African-
Americans in theater.”

The following year, Williams orga-
nized the first Black Theater Alliance
Awards as a nonprofit organization to
support and recognize local African-
Americans in the performing arts. Eigh-
teen years later, the annual ceremony
continues its mission of putting the
spotlight on Chicago talent.

Columbia sophomore theater ma-
jor David Davis said he never thought
he would receive such an award. To
his surprise, in August he was nomi-
nated for the BTAA Denzel Washington
Award for Most Promising Actor for
his performance as Isaac in the Open
Door Repertory Company’s produc-
tion of “Train is Comin’,” the story of
nine freed slaves who in 1870 set out
to raise money for the first African-
American college.

“I heard about the BTAA, and | just
always thought of that being something
way above me,” Davis said of the hon-
or. “l figured | have years to go before
being nominated for something.”

While his nomination might have
been unexpected, Davis has already
notched several accomplishments.
At 18, he was selected to receive a
scholarship based on his involvement
with school organizations and his high
grades. Davis was the first African-
American male to get into his high
school’s dance organization, Cass Tech
Dance Workshop. And though he was
homeless, he graduated high school
with a 3.9 GPA.

Davis broke another barrier last

» SEE THEATER, PG. 22
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Sweatpants
are the

DEVIL

by Sophia Coleman
Managing Editor

is his suit too big,
but he chooses
to wear square-
toed shoes that
Women’s Wear
Daily called “one
of the most griev-
ous mistakes a
man can make.”
Plus, his shirt
collars are the
size of dinner
napkins.
Remember
that painfully
long walk Ryan
took during Gov.
Romney’s Aug. 11
rally in Norfolk,
Va., on the USS
Wisconsin? There
he was, strutting

Small man, big sui

....................... on one of the

AS IF THERE weren't enough reasons
to throw Paul Ryan into outer space,
he has committed yet another

faux pas.

This time he is offending the
fashion world and—combined with his
proposals to ban abortion and other
attacks on women’s rights—it is truly
a misstep that speaks volumes about
his character. Mr. VP-hopeful is a child
wearing a man’s suit, and though he
may look young, he certainly isn't as
hip as he may think.

It's been one fashion blunder after
another at every appearance. Not only

in a suit made
for a guy three
times his size

longest runways I've ever seen. | was
hoping he'd trip on his pants or catch
a gust of wind with his loose jacket
and go overboard. That didn’t happen,
but there was enough satisfaction

in knowing he not only spoke like an
idiot but looked like one too. And the
pattern has continued—in both dress
and speech—with every

public appearance.

Perhaps the only positive result
Ryan can expect from wearing sloppy
clothes is that he doesn’t look as
grossly wealthy as he truly is. It's pos-
sible that this is his feeble attempt to

connect with the average American,
making a statement that he will not
spend copious amounts of money
on properly-fitting suits but will
instead direct his attention to what
really matters, which of course, is
blaming President Obama

for everything.

| know it may seem trivial to pick
on a politician’s fashion sense, but
a person’s style is a reflection of
many attributes. Because he looks
disheveled, it conveys that he is
unorganized and likely to flip-flop on
many of his positions—which we've
had enough of with Romney.

Unfortunately, some of the media
is overlooking the poorly picked
wardrobe and have declared him
one of the most attractive politi-
cians to date. TMZ, a brainless
celebrity gossip website, said Ryan
might be “the hottest vice presiden-
tial candidate ever.” Even Politico, a
publication for Washington insiders,
stooped so low as to say “Forget the
budget: Paul Ryan is hot!”

Gag me, please. Sure, he might
have a toned P90X body (I can’t
see it under all that material), be
considered conventionally hand-
some by some (my mom and | think
he resembles Eddie Munster) and
claim to be a huge fan of the band
Rage Against the Machine (after
all, he is such a radical liberal), but
if the man is swallowed up by his
clothes, | am certain the role of vice
president will overwhelm him, too.

scoleman@chroniclemail.com

FEATURED PHOTO A

Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE
Metrika Diego Cevallos plays his last DJ set at Festival de Musica Electronica Latina on Aug. 25.

Photos AJ Abelman THE CHRONICLE

Chris Wong
junior, photography major

Fashion pet-peeve: “I have a couple: socks and sandals.”

Marissa Clayton
junior, theater major

Fashion pet-peeve: “When guys wear socks and sandals.”

Chris Sheets

junior, interior architecture major
Fashion pet-peeve: “Uggs, crocs, untailored suits.”

Alexis Allotta
sophomore, theater major
Fashion pet-peeve: “Can | say jean skirts with Uggs?”
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fueled by status, that philosophy is now almost old-fash-

ioned—love is incidental, but diamonds are forever. Sugar
daddies seem to be getting younger every year, and their sugar
babies get the money they need.

The term “sugar baby” refers to a young woman or man who
is financially cared for by a “sugar daddy” or “sugar mama,”
often in exchange for sexual favors. Sugar babies also provide
“arm charm” for sugar daddies and mamas when they travel or
attend events.

On Chicago’s Near North Side, the intersection at State,
Rush and East Bellevue streets forms a triangle. On week-
days, this location’s bars and hotels appear innocent
enough, but when weekend nightlife floods into its corners,
the area transforms into “the Viagra triangle.”

Savannah Burow, a bartender at The Whiskey, 1015 N.
Rush St., is familiar with the term “sugar daddy,” hav-
ing seen the phenomenon firsthand. While the
age demographic varies in this neighbor-
hood, she said it's easy to tell by
the expensive cars, busi-
ness suits and clien-

I n 1967, The Beatles sang, “All you need is love.” In a world

Courtesy BRA

Brandon Wade founded SeekingArrangement.com in 2006 as a
resource for young men and women strugeling financially to make
v C ocC C

PQur SOIme
gar on me

Revealing the sweet and sour sides
of Chicago’s “sugar” culture

tele that its crowd is moneyed. Its location in the Gold Coast, a
portion of the city thick with wealthy men in their 30s and older,
makes it the ideal spot for younger women to find someone to
buy cocktails.

Burow said women come to the bar and frequently order a
drink they expect someone else to pay for. She added that these
girls often strike up conversations with men to provoke the
flirtation process.

“There definitely are instances, especially on weekend nights,
when girls will get plastered,” Burow said. “You kind of see guys
will go for anything.”

Jake Wiederaenders worked at Luxbar, 18 E. Bellevue Place, for
six years before transferring to Gibsons Bar and Steakhouse, 1028
N. Rush St., also in the Viagra triangle. During his time in the tri-
angle, he said he’s noticed a gradual and steady decline in the age
of the crowd. Burow pointed out that The Whiskey is attached to
one of several hotels in the area where it’s easy to spot men willing
to spend money while on business trips and vacations.

“Everybody who lives in this area is wealthy,” Wiederaenders
said. “You see older men pick up younger girls. That's why they call
it the Viagra triangle. No offense to any of the women, but that’s
just the way it goes. Women want sugar daddies.”

For those looking to find more than just free drinks at the bar,
there is SeekingArrangement.com, the world’s foremost sugar
daddy/sugar baby dating website. Both sugar daddies/mamas and
sugar babies can activate profiles on the site for free. Brandon
Wade, former sugar daddy, founded the site in 2006
and promoted it as a great way for struggling
young men and women to pay off their col-
lege debt. For him, the site is about
fulfilling two desires: giving
men and women of

Whiskey
Bar and

extra money and for sugar daddies and mamas willing to use their
wealthy status to spoil them.
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wealth a choice to explore relationships without wasting time or
risking heartbreak, and giving younger people the benefit of being
spoiled by the finer things in life.

Amy Freier, a licensed professional counselor practicing in Chi-
cago, said people involved in this type of situation need to real-
ize there is a clear distinction between a traditional relationship
and a financial arrangement. According to her, the most important
thing is to identify clear boundaries beforehand in order to have a
positive experience.

Freier said if values and integrity are kept, “sugar” relationships
can be a healthy way to explore one’s sexuality. Protecting one’s
self emotionally is a priority, she said, which can be achieved with
communication, becoming
acquainted with potential
repercussions and talking

ists, She add it he Y It benefited
me, but at the
same time 1t kind
of ruined me in
every way.”

discussions aren't easy to
have but could benefit both
partners if they learn to
communicate effectively.

“What can you learn
from this experience?”
Freier asked. “How can you
identify what role you were
playing in the relationship?
What about it felt good?
Because some of it might
have felt good. And what
about it felt like you were
giving up too much of yourself? Certainly, the idea isn't to deny
what happened, but really what can you identify in order to use for
your next relationship to its benefit.”

Jack Oden, whose name has been changed to protect his iden-
tity, became a sugar baby at 19 when he lost his job and couldn’t
find another one for three months. He said he wasn't aware that
sugar baby websites existed until a friend introduced him to one.
He said he felt he had no choice and thought it would be an easy
way to make money.

Using the Seeking Arrangement website, he was able to find
two potential sugar daddies. Oden said he immediately disliked
the first because the daddy wanted a real relationship, some-
thing Oden couldn’t fake. The second lasted three months, on

friendlier terms.
“It benefitted me, but at the same time it kind of
ruined me in every way,” Oden said. “Thinking
about it now and talking about it is ac-
tually really hard for me. It was
definitely not something
| wanted to do. It
was a des-

perate reach for something.”

Denise Cummins, author of “Good Thinking: Seven Powerful
Ideas That Influence the Way We Think,” a book on establish-
ing one’s standards, said it's unfortunate when people allow
themselves to be sugar babies. However, when it comes to
the current job market, she understands why people in their
20s would feel the need to enter these relationships. But in
her opinion, doing so comes with a price, such as depression.

“It's an age-old strategy,” Cummins said. “You could
probably find this carved into caveman walls. The whole
idea, basically, is you're trading sex for financial gain.
One person in the relationship is going to feel exploited. It
breeds resentment.”

As Wade became
more financially secure
from the success of his
website, he explored
sexual experiences and
relationships with sugar
babies.  His inspira-
tion for the site started
after his fear of failed
relationships prevented

from  becoming
romantically involved
with anyone.

“I think it's sort of
one of those cycles
where,  because |
was shy, | channeled
most of my sexual energy, so to [speak], into my school,
and that made me less socially apt,” Wade said. “My sta-
tus never actually had much to do with my confidence at
all. 1 never really got comfortable with women until my
late 20s.”

Darren Wilson, whose name has been changed to protect
his identity, considers himself a sugar daddy. Now a divorced
man in his 50s, he chose to seek his ideal woman: a nerdy
“girl-next-door” sugar baby. After experiencing disappointment
on several dating websites, he took a chance on Craigslist.

One of his two most successful sugar baby relationships
was with a student at the University of Chicago. They were
together for two years, during which time he helped pay her
tuition, took her on vacations to Europe and Mexico, helped
her get a job and bought her a car. Wilson said he genu-
inely cares for the girls he spoils because he can help build
their confidence.

“The first young lady | helped mentally,” Wilson said.
“[I'also helped] her outlook on life, getting [her] out of her
shell and realizing what a beautiful woman she was and
helping her to learn to be confident. That's aside from the
monetary [benefits].”

Wilson said he considers himself an “alpha male” who at-

tracts women lacking a strong father figure. His relation-

ships sometimes become sexual in nature, and

he said he gets regular STD screenings,

uses contraceptives and commu-

nicates with his partner to

~Jack Oden

Ahmed Hamad THE CHRONICLE

establish boundaries.

For Oden, the physical as-
pect of being a sugar baby began af-
ter the second meeting with his sugar daddy.

Oden said his partner initiated intercourse, and af-
terward he was paid cash that went toward paying his rent.

“There are guys out there seeking to do that, for whatever rea-
son,” Oden said. “I don’t know if they get off at the idea, but it was
definitely something that he was in control of rather than me. | was
there because | had to be. So | kind of just let him take control of
the situation.”

Wade said he thinks an agreement between consenting adults
isn't anyone’s business and added that “sugar” relationships often
evolve to include more than sex. In fact, he is now married to a
woman he met through his website.

Anthony Woodson, 42, a lingerie boutique owner and art broker,
said he uses Seeking Arrangement because he was disappointed
with girls he found on sites like Match.com. He said the majority
of the women he met on other sites were “webcam models” who
lacked the dating experience he desired.

“I was extremely skeptical about it,” Woodson said. “I was
very sincere in my profile. | think it's very important to be sin-
cere, or you're wasting your time and the girl's. Generally, | like
to go for girls [who] are first and foremost up-front and honest in
what they're seeking in an arrangement or [potential] relationship.
That's the most important thing.”

Woodson said finding women who appreciate what he gives
them is a priority so he can feel good about “spoiling them.”
In these cases, he will aid in their finances, buy clothes for
their children and take them on vacations, particularly to Flori-
da. His relationships often turn physical after no more than
four dates, and he said he has STD screenings and respects
sexual boundaries.

“| am a total gentleman,” Woodson said. “As far as I'm con-
cemned, I'm kind of open. | kind of go with the flow as long
as | feel comfortable with her, I'm attracted to her and the
feeling’s mutual.”

The issue of whether or not sugar babies are prostitutes is a
concern Wade said he is often confronted with. He said Seek-
ing Arrangement enforces strict rules that restrict prostitution
and escorts by consistently screening subscribers, and he has
recently implemented background checks to ensure safety and
rule regulation.

“We're very clear that sex in exchange for money is something
that we do not allow,” Wade said. “What we want to make sure
what happens on the website is to give people the best shot of
meeting likeminded people with similar interests and ultimately
[who are] going to help improve each other’s lives.”

Oden said that although several friends knew what he was do-
ing, he felt alone and would sometimes cry himself to sleep. The
only thing that got him through the ordeal was talking to a friend
who was also a sugar baby. He said in retrospect it would have
been easier to find a traditional job.

Now he said he’s grown as a person and is no longer as “care-
less” as he used to be. While he understands some people may
now look at him in a different light, he would rather help people
with his story than keep it to himself.

“I'm proud of myself,” Oden said. “It’s nice knowing | don’t have
to resort to something like that. It’s not a good thing. | definitely
would not mind helping someone [to make] them realize it’s not
healthy for anyone.”

il bars within the Viagra triangle, including Luxbar, The Whiskey and Gibsons, are

or hot spots for men of all ages to seek out women in need of a few expensive drinks. . .
C tballanger@chroniclemail.com

'omen are also attuned to the triangle’s wealthy allure.
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Chicago, you're loved

by Alex Stedman
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

WHAT STARTED AS a simple week-
end-long CD release show for a local
musician has escalated into a full-
blown 30-day arts festival highlighting
a variety of Chicago acts. Hence the
name, “Chicago, | Love You.”

Performances started Sept. 1, and
free nightly acts will continue through
Sept. 30 at Lilly’s Bar, 2515 N. Lincoln
Ave. Organizer and singer/songwriter
Tom Schraeder originally planned for
a music-centered event to promote
his new album but decided to recruit
a variety of other performers. The fes-
tival now includes literature, comedy,
film, photography and art produced by
local talent.

“I figured that it could become
something larger than making it about
me,” Schraeder said. “It’s just gradu-
ally becoming something much larger
than | intended.”

Schraeder is no stranger to arrang-
ing events and festivals. In addition
to three years of hosting parties at
the South by Southwest Music Fes-
tival, he's also been the coordinator
of the Ultra-Violet Petting Zoo Festi-
val, an event held July 1 celebrating
Chicago bands.

“Chicago, | Love You” has become
the largest event Schraeder has ever
thrown, and it didn’t happen over-
night. He said he’s been working 12
to 17 hours per day to put it all to-
gether. Even so, he maintains that
Chicago artists are “pretty on top of

their game,” making the festival easy
to assemble.

Schraeder said he brought the idea
for “I Love You” to Lilly's manager Mike
Fleming three months ago. The bar is
known for featuring local artists and
has played a role in the Chicago arts
scene for more than 30 years, Fleming
said, and this festival may evoke nos-
talgia for several performers who have
personal connections to the bar.

“What | think is great about it is all
the energy Tom'’s bringing to it and all
the connections he has,” Fleming said.
“He’s the kind of person that really can
make this work right.”

Schraeder said he has two goals:
offering a better look at the local arts
scene and working to end the artistic
segregation in Chicago. He gave the
example of a Pilsen act performing on
the same night as a Logan Square act.

Fleming said Schraeder wants to
add “a little more unity” to the lo-

9.4 - Songwriters in the Round featuring: Derek Nelson / Julie
Meckler / Gia Margaret

9.5 - Nick BrosteTrio / Corbin Andricks

9.6 - Comedy Night: Danny Kallas / Kenny DeForest /
Adam Burke / Natalie Joe / Jason Folks. Musical Guest - The
Microphone Misfits

9.7 - Grandkids / The Kickback / Audience

9.8 - Sarah Holtschlag and The Crosscuts / Istavan & His
Imaginary Band

9.9 - D) Mark Panic

9.10 - Windy City Story Slam w/ Alex Bonner

9.13 - Mike Levowitz / Megan Gailey / Jamie Campbell / Liza
Treger / Stan Morrow / Jason Folks

For times, check out TomSchraeder.BlogSpot.com

cal music scene and that the acts
have been organized to introduce
different groups of people to various
musical genres.

“We should play with anybody, any-
time,” said Bela Farkas, bassist and
vocalist of the alternative rock band
Stoop Goodnoise that performed the
festival’s opening night. “| think every-
one learns to respect everyone’s style,
and it turns out to be pretty cool.”

How the Chicago scene will react to
the variety of performances remains
unknown, but both Schraeder and
Fleming agreed that they have only re-
ceived positive feedback thus far.

“I think the city’s really been wait-
ing for something that focuses strictly
on local arts,” Schraeder said. “I just
truly feel like everyone sees that this is
exactly what we need.”

“Chicago, | Love You” runs nightly
at Lilly's Bar, 2515 N. Lincoln Ave.,
through Sept. 30. For more informa-
tion, call (773) 525-2422.

astedman@chroniclemail.com

9.15- Z7iPS / The Canoes / Nick Miller and The Neighbors /
Edgars Legzdins (Plane)

9.16 - Ronnie Kwasman (Margot and The Nuclear So and So's)

9.20 - Joe Fernandez / Anthony McBrien / Matt Riggs / Charlie
Bury / Jason Folks. Musical Guests - Natureal / Weeping
Willows

9.21 - Bears of Blue River / Will Phalen

9.22 - When Clouds Attack / Rego / Moxie Motive / For All The
Sweet Chidren

9.24 -Tribute to Letterblue Productions featuring Act Naturally
/Tom Schraeder / Q and A's

9.25 - Jeremy David Miller / Rambos

9.28 - Glass Lux / Glad Fanny /Volcanoes Make Islands

Marcus Nuccio THE CHRONICLE

Courtesy DAVID DAVIS

David Davis (center) joins castmembers in Open Door Repertory Company’s 2010 production of “Train is Comin’”

» THEATER

Continued from PG. 21

spring by getting cast as Frank Sinatra
in Columbia’s interpretive dance show
“The Best is Yet to Come.”

“Even when | auditioned for [the
show] | thought to myself, ‘Hope-
fully I can get into the chorus because
there’s no way | could be Sinatra; he’s
not an African-American,” Davis said.
“African-Americans don’t have to keep
portraying the same character as the
‘ghetto,’ or the ‘thug.” We can have
positive roles out there.”

Williams said well-regarded Chicago
companies like Steppenwolf, Looking-
glass and Goodman theaters are using
more African-American directors, ac-
tors and playwrights.

Kamesha Khan, an associate profes-
sor of theater at Chicago State Universi-
ty, said there are pros and cons to larg-
er companies using more black talent.

“It's great that the major theater com-
panies are offering African-Americans

the opportunity to showcase their tal-
ents,” Khan said. “But when it comes
to funding, what happens as a result of
this growth— if you want to call it that—
is that a lot of smaller black compa-
nies who have historically provided a
lot of space for African-Americans to
grow lose out on the access to fund-
ing that major regional companies gain
access to.”

Williams acknowledged that prog-
ress has been made but empha-
sized that the goals of the BTTA
are long-term.

“There is growth, [but] there needs
to be more,” he said. “Continued
growth, that’s the key word. Because
we don’t want to have a few good years
and then stop.”

The 18th annual Black Theater Alli-
ance Awards will take place at 8 p.m. on
Oct. 8 at the Schultz Auditorium in the
Illinois Institute of Technology Building,
10 W. 35th St. For ticket information,
visit BTTAAwards.org/#tickets.

eornberg@chroniclemail.com

Samsung Galaxy SllI

starting as low as

at the UC!

14 E Harrison Ave

312.533.2110
WITH UNLIMITED PLANS

$49.99

Everyone is approved!
15% Discount
on any accessory-

$25 Credit towards the first
bill of any new activation

*15% discount cannot be applied to Beats by Dre Headphones. 15% discount can only be applied to one accessory. It can be used in conjunction with the buy two get one free
promotion. 24 month service agreement is required for the $25 credit. Prices and rate plans are subject to change. University Center promotions are exclusively for T-Mobile
at 14 E. Harrison. T-Mobile by Mobility Innovations. All rights reserved. Thisis alimited time offer. See sales associate for details.
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JOBFA

Thursday, September 20th
1lam - 3pm

Film Row Conference Center
1104 S. Wabash 8th Floor

Meet Chicago-area employers recruiting for part-time
and full-time opportunities! Resumes are required.

Sign up at www.colum.edu/jobfair.

Turning a Job Fair into a Job Offer

Friday, September 14th @ 12 pm
623 S Wabash, Room 307

Join us for a prep session,or stop by for resume
walk-ins every Tuesday 3 — 5 and Wednesday 12 - 2

x4

N 3 A B

Student
EMPLOYMENT ColumbiaWorksp‘ pPORTFOLIO CENTER
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“LIKE” THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE
ON FACEBOOK TO LISTEN
TO WEEKLY SPOTIFY PLAYLISTS

Guilty Pleasures

KALEY FOWLER, METRO EDITOR

ZACH STEMERICK, ART DIRECTOR

FALL TO PIECES // Avril Lavigne

LIKE A PILL // PInk
SOMEONETOCALLMYLOVER // Janet Jackson
EVERYWHERE // Michelle Branch

I DON'T WANNA MISS A THING // Aerosmith
...BABY ONE MORE TIME // Britney Spears
IT'S ALL COMING BACKTO MENOW // Celine Dion
WHAT MAKES YOU BEAUTIFUL // One Direction

TREVOR BALLANGER, ASSISTANT ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

LINDSEY WOODS, MANAGING EDITOR

BLACKOUT // Heidi Montag
TORN / Natalie Imbruglia
PONY / Ginuwine
DRAGULA // Rob Zombie

MISS INDEPENDENT // Kelly Clarkson
FIREWORK // Katy Perry

BIG POPPA // Notorious B.I.G.

...BABY ONE MORE TIME // Britney Spears

AUDIOFILE

Oshwa ‘transmits’

|ndependen¢

by Emily Ornberg
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

)@\ u\

“HAVING A CRUSH/ Man it’s bliss/ |
just feel like ripping my face off,” sang
Oshwa frontwoman Alicia Walter. Com-
bining multi-layered rhythms, looped
vocals and punchy lyrics, Walter, se-
nior music major, performed under the
moniker Oshwa in January 2011. She
then recruited a band, adding drum-
mer and senior music major Jordan
Tate; guitarist and junior audio arts
and acoustics major Michael Macdon-
ald; and bassist Michael Noonan.

Just before Noonan left the band to
move to Peru, Oshwa recorded a three-
song EP titled “transmissions from
the midwest: a real-america tribute,”
which was released on BandCamp.
com on Aug. 18. With the addition of
Michael Byrnes, senior music major,
the group is composed entirely of Co-
lumbia students.

The Chronicle sat down with the
group to talk about creative influ-
ences, its fan base and the future
of Oshwa.

The Chronicle: How would you
describe Oshwa’s sound?

Michael Macdonald: Pop, | guess.
Alicia Walter: Polyrhythmic ... Mid-
western? Maybe Midwestern.

Jordan Tate: Well, it's really in-tune
to all the vocals of [Alicia]. She does
looping and stuff, so it’s kind of driven
around that. | like comparing to other
bands, and our inspiration is mostly
tUnE-yArDs. There’s a little bit of Animal
Collective there, but | don't want to gen-

eralize. Is that a bad thing? [laughs]

Micheal Byrnes: Oshwa sounds like
if a rainbow came to life and hit you in
the face with a fish.

What was it like opening up
your solo work to other people?

AW: Totally nerve-racking. | had never
been in a band in high school or any-
thing, so when | played with Jordan...

JT: ...It was nerve-racking?

AW: To some extent! | was putting my-
self out there!

Talk about your new EP. What
was it like collaborating with a
band this time around?

AW: We recorded it at our Columbia
friends’ studio, Space Jam Studios.
[Senior music major] Seth Engel and
[audio arts and acoustics graduate]
Adam Salsberg recorded us, and they
did a killer job. It was a lot of fun.

Your music has a complex “do-it-
yourself” feel to it. What is your
take on the current state of the
music business, with DIY mixing
competing with record labels’
fine-tuned production?

MM: We don't really actively try to
participate in all of that. Things hap-
pen, and we do passively participate
in it, but we're not pushing ourselves
in that way.

AW: [Playing] house shows, there’s a
real camaraderie of people wanting to
support each other, and | think that’s
really important. At the same time,
without BandCamp, we wouldn't have
the same reach. | think the Internet is
a really valuable resource for us.

What influences you creatively
and artistically?

AW: It’s interesting because Jordan
and | are in the composition program
here, so we see a totally different side
to writing music that is different from
Oshwa, but it still influences the way
we do things. The training we've had
gives us a level of ability, not even as
players but just conceptually.

MB: | come from the other end of the
spectrum. | go to school for pop mu-
sic, and I've gone through three years
of people telling me what music is. And
then | heard these guys, and it’s totally
free, and it's totally “zero-cares-given”
in the sense of what is supposed to be
[on] level with making money, or some-
thing like that.

Where do you see Oshwa in
five years?

AW: It's so hard. | can definitely see
our goals, though somewhat hazy, like
[get our] LP printed and go on tour. We
could have little novelty toys in cere-
als? It'll still be Oshwa, and it'll be-
come what it should.

MB: Just five years older.

AW: Yeah. We'll have degrees!

Listen to Oshwa’s new EP and other
work at Oshwa.Bandcamp.com and on

their website at OshwaSounds.net.

eornberg@chroniclemail.com

James Foster THE CHRONICLE
From left: Oshwa’s Michael Macdonald, Michael Byrnes, Alicia Walter and Jordan Tate hang poolside.
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Dave Stewart to open for Sugarland

by Melissa Ruggieri
MCT Newswire

HEARING DAVE STEWART'S nhame
usually conjures an image of him ca-
vorting with Annie Lennox, his partner
in beautifully quirky '80s pop.

While Stewart will indelibly be linked
to the Eurythmics, whose British New
Wave-soul leanings produced such
classics as “Would | Lie to You,” “Here
Comes the Rain Again” and the much-
covered “Sweet Dreams,” it would be
hard to find another musician with
more varied interests than this man.

Consider: Over the years he’s pro-
duced recordings for everyone from
Jon Bon Jovi to Ringo Starr to, most
recently, Stevie Nicks and Joss Stone.

Between 2009 and 2011 came the
birth of SuperHeavy, the supergroup
consisting of Stewart, Stone, Mick Jag-
ger and A. R. Rahman, among others.

He wrote and produced the musi-
cal “Ghost,” which, despite success
in London, recently closed on Broad-
way after a brief run. But the musical
based on the Patrick Swayze/Demi
Moore film will soon head to Germany
and Australia.

He conceived the idea for and will
be the executive producer of Reba
McEntire’s return to TV, “Malibu Coun-
try,” debuting on ABC in November.

Last year he released “The Black-
bird Diaries,” his first new material
since 1998 that featured duets with

Nicks, Martina McBride and Colbie
Caillat. A film based on the making of
the album, “The Blackbird Diaries and
the Ringmaster General,” debuted in
August at Nashville’s Belcourt Theatre.

Oh, and he has his own line of
wine—a shiraz dubbed The Ringmas-
ter General, released in collabora-
tion with Australian winemakers
Mollydooker—and another TV show in
development about songwriters.

Of all of the fascinating twists in his
career, opening for Sugarland, one of
country’s principal hitmakers, might
cause the most head scratching.

But it makes perfect sense to
Stewart, who played a handful of
dates with the group recently and will
open two other shows in Memphis
and Oklahoma.

For him, going country-blues for
“The Blackbird Diaries,” which he re-
corded in Nashville at McBride's stu-
dio, wasn’t such an anomaly.

“I'm from the northwest of England
and | learned the blues up there. My
cousin used to send me records from
Memphis,” Stewart said recently from
Los Angeles, where he currently re-
sides. “l wanted to play this record live
and thought, ‘What kind of artist would
be the right one to align myself with?"”

He thought of friend Tom Petty, with
whom he wrote “Don’t Come Around
Here No More,” and Bob Dylan.

But then, “I saw Sugarland on TV
and thought, ‘these guys are very much

like Annie and me—sort of a country
version of Eurythmics.”

What Stewart, who turns 60 this
month, didn’'t know was that Sugar-
land’s Jennifer Nettles and Kristian
Bush were huge Eurythmics fans, so
the partnership was harmonious from
the start.

Stewart’s all-female touring band
includes ace guitarist Orianthi (not
surprisingly, Stewart just finished pro-
ducing her next record) and violinist
Ann Marie Calhoun.

He admits that he wasn’t sure what
to expect from an amphitheater full

of Sugarland fans the first time he
opened for the group in Charlotte this
spring. It took many in the crowd a
while to realize he was Dave Stewart.

“About halfway through my set, the
audience was starting to go nuts, and
by the end | stopped the band and
the whole 15,000 [in the crowd] were
singing ‘Sweet Dreams,” he said with
a chuckle.

So yes, there will be Eurythmics
songs in his set but recast in a “rock-
country-blues” manner.

Stewart is still friends with Len-
nox—he couldn’t join her at the clos-

ing ceremonies of the Olympics
because he was vacationing in the
Caribbean—andhinted thatthe two have
“something special planned in London
next year.” But it's not as if he doesn’t
have enough to keep his head spinning
until then.

So how does he manage a lifestyle
stuffed with varied interests?

“I'would say I'm a bit crazy,” he said,
laughing. “I was crazy in the wrong way
earlier in life with drugs. Then | woke up
and said, ‘Hang on, | can go the other
way, with creativity.' As you go through
life you find something that you love,
and in the world | work in, there’s so
many things to love.”

chronicle@colum.edu

MCT Newswire

Dave Stewart (left) stands alongside rocker Mick Jagger (right) at the Golden Globe Awards on Jan. 15, 2005.

“Camera Company

EXTRA 5% DISCOUNT OFFERED

FREE SHIPPING FOR
COLUMBIA STUDENTS

Through September 30th when
they spend $100 or more

(Excludes special order items and mounting boards)

Use the code
“ CCSTUDENTS “

FEATURING BRAND NAME
PRODUCTS FROM:

TO STUDENTS, TEACHERS, CAMERA
CLUB MEMBERS AND SENIORS ON
MOST SUPPLIES!

« Strathmore

« Bienfang
« Windsor Newton

. Basic
230 S Wabash near Jackson
312-427-5580

Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm

Sat 8:30am-5pm
www.centralcamera.com
Toll Free 1-800-421-1899

Helping to make “great” photographess since 1899
-“113 pears”

Full service photographic store.
Combines helpful and knowl-
edgeable salespeople to satisfy
to your needs.

«3and many more

Visit our website at:

ALYINGO.COM/~STONEARTSURPLY:
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$5 MENU ITEMS

QUICK SERVICE

BREAKFAST ¢ LUNCH ¢ DINNER
EAT IN OR CARRY OUT

$5

Wine ¢ Beer ¢ Cocktails

OPEN
6:30am — 5:00pm Sunday thru Thursday
7am - 10pm Friday & Saturday

\/

Bodega N.5 is located
just beneath Mercat a la Planxa

on the corner of
Michigan Ave. & Balbo Dr.

638 S. Michigan Ave.
312.542.3605
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Anti-Obama documentary
finds audience

Dinesh D’Souza’s film
receives a bigger crowd
than expected

by Amy Kaufman
MCT Newswire

DINESH D’SOUZA FELT that President
Obama had been telling his story to
Americans for years. The conserva-
tive author wanted to give them a
different version.

So he worked on a documentary,
“2016: Obama’s America,” that put the
president in a more critical light. And
apparently, there’s an audience that
agrees with D’Souza’s vision.

In its first week of wider distribution,
the documentary grossed an estimated
$6.2 million, far exceeding industry ex-
pectations, according to independent
distributor Rocky Mountain Pictures.
That was virtually the same amount
as the major studio action film “Pre-
mium Rush” collected, and “Obama’s
America” was playing in roughly 1,100
fewer theaters.

“I realized Obama was telling his
own story in his own voice and thought
it would be interesting to use his voice
in a documentary where it would be
indisputable to people that this was
Obama’s own narrative,” said D'Souza,
who wrote and directed the film with
John Sullivan.

The film draws heavily from D'Souza’s
own life, as he describes how coming to
study in America from his native India

helped to shape his political ideology.
During the 90-minute film, he often
addresses the camera face-forward,
pointing out the similarities between
his upbringing and Obama’s. Many of
the author’s arguments about Obama’s
support of anti-colonialism are drawn
from D’Souza’s controversial book
“The Roots of Obama’s Rage,” and the
movie frequently uses dramatic reen-
actments featuring unknown actors to
depict past events.

Heading into the weekend of Aug.
24, pre-release audience surveys
suggested “Obama’s America” would
gross approximately $4 million, but
by midday Aug. 24, ticket sales were
so brisk that estimates were raised to
$6 million. The movie debuted seven
weeks ago in Houston and had raked in
$2.4 million as it expanded from 169
theaters to 1,091 locations on the Aug.
24 weekend. In total, the film has sold
$9.1 million worth of tickets.

“I've always felt that there is a real
hunger for Obama out there and a
sense that there’s something about
him that escaped full understanding,”
D'Souza said of the film's success.
“The large crowd for the film shows
that there’s more interest than usual
in politics and a real political anxiety
in the country about the future of the
American dream.”

Last year, D’Souza’s “Roots” was
publicly denounced by former White
House press secretary Robert Gibbs
and Vice President Joe Biden, among

MCT Newswire

President Barack Obama speaks about preparations for Tropical Storm Isaac to the media last week from the White House Diplomatic Room.

other Obama supporters. D’Souza,
also president of King's College in
New York City, said he began formulat-
ing an idea for his first documentary
when he heard the audio version of
Obama’s autobiography.

The author was also hopeful that
given the right timing, the film—which
he co-directed—might replicate the
success of Michael Moore’s docu-
mentary “Fahrenheit 9/11.” That film,
released before the 2004 election,
took a critical look at then-President
George W. Bush and ultimately went
on to gross an unprecedented $222
million worldwide.

D’Souza was eventually able to find
25 donors familiar with his books who
were willing to finance the film's $2.5

million budget.

To promote the movie's wide re-
lease the weekend of Aug. 24, the
filmmakers employed a grass-roots
marketing strategy.

Mark Joseph, a film producer who
helped lead the promotional campaign,
had a team begin to call conservative
groups in the spring to make them
aware of “Obama’s America.” Joseph
said he had experienced some push-
back from faith-based groups, finding
“a little less enthusiasm on the faith
side because of nonprofit status versus
political status.”

The movie has also been the topic
of conversation on numerous talk
radio programs, and D’Souza has
made appearances on CNN and Fox,

though he said he was turned down
by HBO’s “Real Time With Bill Maher.”
It appears that stoking the conserva-
tive fan base worked well because
the documentary performed best
over the weekend in red-state bas-
tions such as Baton Rouge, La., and
Wichita, Kan.

D’Souza said he was hopeful the
film would expand to around 100 ad-
ditional theaters on the weekend of
Aug. 31.

He added that he had yet to hear
from the Obama camp but he said
believed it was “probably quite wor-
ried about the film given that they
were in major hysteria when my book
came out.”

chronicle@colum.edu
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