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Student debt
crisis solutions
» SEE PG. 6
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Open
Doors
Gala

by Heather Schroering
Campus Editor

MODELS SHOWCASING hand-tailored vest-
ments, crafted by Columbia’s very own
fashion studies students, lined the stair-
case of the Media Production Center,1600
S. State St., as a jazz band played lively
tunes at the top of the stairs. Women
dressed in flowing gowns on the arms of
men in bow ties and black tuxedos saun-
tered about the red carpet at the Open
Doors Gala on Nov. 5.

The gala, priced at $1,000 per individ-
ual ticket and $10,000 per table, raised
money for the Open Doors Scholarship
fund, a trust created to provide Chicago
Public Schools students an opportunity to
attend Columbia.

“Our name is Columbia College Chicago,
and we take the third part very seriously
because we’ve got both a responsibility
and an interest in our city, being sup-
portive and being a good citizen,” said
President Warrick L. Carter. “One of the
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The Open Doors Gala, held on Nov. 5, raised more than $600,000 for the Open Doors Scholarship Fund, which is given to Chicago Public School graduates

who attend Columbia.

ways we can be a good citizen is to make
sure that students from CPS can afford
an education from a private institution.”

Atthe gala,Carter remarked that though
the college is the second largest importer
of out-of-state students in Illinois, with 50
percent of its student body from outside
of the state, Columbia is committed to
the needs of CPS high school graduates.

“No students are more important to

us, or more central to our mission, than
the high school graduates of [CPS],”
Carter said.

According to Michael Anderson, asso-
ciate vice president of Institutional
Advancement, the evening raised more
than $600,000, with $400,000 going
directly to scholarships and the remain-
der covering expenses. Approximately
250 contributors and guests attended the

black-tie event, and roughly 65 students
contributed their talents to the evening.

Other student contributions included
projections of student photography, a
live mural artist, the Gospel Choir and
Rhythm Section and performances from
Theatre Department students.

Serafin Lopez, senior art and design

» SEE GALA, PG. 8

Chicago
to host g

by Alexandra Kukulka
Assistant Campus Editor

AS PREVIOUSLY reported in The Chronicle,
there have been many changes at Colum-
bia this year, such as prioritization, a
faculty salary freeze and a shortened
academic year. Columbia’s latest modifi-
cation is graduation.

The location of the graduation cere-
mony for May 2012 has been moved from
the usual University of Illinois at Chicago
Pavilion, 525 S. Racine Ave., to the Chi-
cago Theatre, 175 N. State St.This change
is the result of the adjustment in the aca-
demic calendar because of the G-8 and
NATO summits.

“[The Chicago Theatre] is a gorgeous
setting, and it will speak of who we are,
of our values and our connection to Chi-
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cago,” said Mark Kelly, vice president of
Student Affairs. “I think that everyone
will be thrilled with the setting.”

The Chicago Theatre is smaller than
the UIC Pavilion, so there will be six
separate ceremonies instead of the usual
three held in the Pavilion, according to
an email sent to faculty from President
Warrick L. Carter.

“[The] ceremonies will be just a bit
more intimate,” Kelly said. “Instead of
800 students crossing the stage, it’'ll be
400.The faculty will [also] be on the stage.”

Because of the smaller volume of
students on stage, the ceremonies will
be shorter, but still have an impact,
Kelly said.

According to Kelly, every possible venue

» SEE GRADUATION, PG. 8
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Graduation will be held May 2012 in the Chicago
Theatre because of the G-8 and NATO summits.

~y

Smoking gets
graphic

System out of
murky waters

New standards permit
safe recreational use
of Cook County rivers

by Vanessa Morton
Metro Editor

CLEANUP IS underway for parts of the
Chicago River and connected water-
ways after years of research and recom-
mendations from federal officials and
environmental agencies.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency announced on Nov. 6 its deci-
sion to approve new water standards
for five segments of the Chicago and
Calumet rivers. They were created after
the EPA sent a letter to the state in May,
demanding that parts of the rivers needed
to be clean enough to protect the well-
being of people using the waterways
for recreational use, such as kayaking

» SEE WATER, PG. 42
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Getittogether, college leaders

INSTITUTIONS
ACROSS the coun-
try bring positive
attention to their
schools by high-
lighting the work
of students. Here at
Columbia, we have
posters of scholar-
ship recipients and
successful alumni
adorning our
walls, and there are multiple showcases
throughout the year for students to pres-
ent their talents and achievements to the
Columbia and South Loop communities.
With some in our generation working
so hard in their college years to make a
name for themselves and bring honor and
prestige to the institution they attend, it’s
a shame that administrators, coaches and
other higher-ups in academia are bringing
dishonor to the schools they work for.

The now infamous incident at Penn-
sylvania State University,in which Jerry
Sandusky, the football team’s former
defensive coordinator,was accused of
sexually abusing minors in the school’s
football complex, is a perfect example of
this. Not only did the terrible actions of
Sandusky bring a bad name to Penn State,
but it was also discovered that others at
the university, such as famed Head Coach
Joe Paterno, knew about the events, yet
didn't tell authorities and in some cases,
lied to a grand jury regarding the incident.

Now, there is speculation that Penn
State’s recruiting will be affected by the
incidents, and rightfully so, which could
in turn hurt enrollment. It’s safe to say
that it will take a while for people
to not associate the school’s name
with Sandusky’s actions and the

by Brianna Wellen
Editor-in-Chief
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inevitable repercussions.

In a recent incident closer to home
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, the College of Law admis-
sions dean, Paul Pless,admitted high-
achieving students to the school in their
junior year before they took the law
school entrance exam.This deception
kept the law school’s ranking higher in
national surveys.

When Pless resigned because he was
exposed, I'm willing to bet that the rank-
ings and credibility of the school went
down substantially.

Now the university will not only be
threatened with reduced enrollment and
prestige, the students who were accepted
during the past six or so years will be
under scrutiny as to their own credibility.

While the U of I situation is admit-
tedly less heartbreaking than the Penn
State incident, it shows the spectrum
of ways schools with great reputations
and respectable students can be brought
down in an instant because of the poor
decisions of the schools' leaders. Admin-
istrators, coaches, etc. need to realize that
they are representatives of the institution
in public; whether it’s praise or criticism,
the spotlight is on them.

They should respect the hard work and
dedication of students enough to positive-
ly reflect the institution they are part of.
It’s not fair to the students who may feel
ashamed or disappointed in their higher
education decision when the school
receives negative attention in the public
eye. It seems like a simple enough trade-
off to maintain respect and integrity in all
higher-education institutions across
the country.

bwellen@chroniclemail.com
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First full-ride for Columbia

by Alexandra Kukulka
Assistant Campus Editor

COLUMBIA WILL be awarding its first full-ride
scholarship to a current freshman student
this spring. The scholarship will begin in
the fall of his or her sophomore year.

The Dammeyer Scholarship, which was
named after Columbia alumna Diane
Dammeyer, will pay for one student’s
last three years of college. The schol-
arship is available to students of any
major and will cover tuition, fees and
on-campus housing.

According to Nancy Rampson, director of
Development, Dammeyer was a nontradi-
tional student,who came to Columbia as an
adult after completing a career and decid-
ed she wanted to study photography. She
worked for an international organization
called Heartland Alliance, which focuses on
poverty alleviation, Rampson added.

Dammeyer took photos for the organiza-
tion so that she could continue to work for
it and keep up with school, Dammeyer said.
It was an experience that changed her life.
Now she wants to help Columbia students
do the same, Rampson said.

“The idea is for a student to use whatever
[his or her] major is and use it in conjunc-
tion with a non-profit organization that is
doing human service work,” she said. “They
can work together. The student can build
[his or her] portfolio and engage more fully

with a nonprofit.”

The student will be required to create a
lasting project for the non-profit organiza-
tion, said Eric Winston, vice president of
Institutional Advancement.

Dammeyer decided to only pay for
the last three years of college for the
selected freshman.

“The student can have time to develop
just alittle bit,” Dammeyer said. “This is not
a simple task.The first year [he or she] can
get oriented to school and figure out what
[his or her] major is.”

A committee has been formed to select
the recipient of the scholarship, according
to Winston.

He added that there are five faculty
members from various departments,along
with several support people as part of
this committee.

The committee will be in charge of
making sure the student is making prog-
ress and working with the nonprofit group,
Winston said.

“We are excited to be working with some
nonprofits that Columbia has already
worked with and some new nonprofits to
be potential partners for the students,”
Rampson said. “We are excited to expand
Columbia’s partnership opportunities.”

For more information, visit the Student Finan-
cial Services website.

akukulka@chroniclemail.com
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Columbia staff gathered outside the Palmer House Hotel, 17 E. Monroe St., on Nov. 11 to ask President
Warrick L. Carter to “Prioritize Us” in honor of Staff Appreciation Day. In an Oct. 18 letter to the staff, Carter
informed the staff of “tough choices,” wage freezes and resource prioritization. The staff contests that
they are a valuable resource and that Carter’s actions demonstrate that he is “a royal member of the 1%.”
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WONG CENTER TO BE STUDENT NIGHTCLUB

Courtesy RICHARD ZEID

The Branding and Identity class, taught by Richard Zeid, associate professor in the Art and Design Depart-
ment, developed four concept proposals to redesign the Quincy Wong Center for Artistic Expression.
“Quad 623” was designed by Nicole Engels, Jon Remo, Anna Sher, Shane Zobel and Claudia Boateng.

by Heather Schroering
Campus Editor

DANCE PARTIES, improv shows and video
game nights are just three of the potential
festivities that will be held in the newly
remodeled Quincy Wong Center for Artistic
Expression in the Wabash Campus Build-
ing, 623 S.Wabash Ave.

The soft opening for the Quincy Wong
Center begins today, Nov. 14, and will
continue all week with several events
hosted by classes in the Art and Design
and the Arts, Entertainment and Media
Management departments.

“The goal is to provide a space for stu-
dents living on campus, especially for the
under[age] students who don’t have a lot of

options to hang out at night,” said Ronda
Dibbern, manager of Exhibition and Per-
formance Spaces. “Most clubs and concerts
are 21-plus. The pri-
mary goal is to create
a performance space
or alounge so students
can hang out [and]
not [be] stuck in their
dorm rooms.”

Kari Sommers, assis-
tant dean of Student
Life, said her idea of
a student-run night
club was inspired by
the Hokin Initiative that launched in fall
2010,in which faculty and students worked
together to transform the Hokin Gallery

talent”

[Students will] have a place to
go where it's casual and informal,
and it also celebrates Columbia

into a student-run exhibition space.

Sommers also said she came up with the
idea after seeing many posts on Columbia’s
Facebook app of students complaining
about boredom on the weekends.

“Every Thursday, Friday [and] Saturday, I
would see posts over and over again about
how students were bored,” Sommers said.
“It surprised me because my first thought
was, ‘Wow,you're in ...Chicago,and you can’t
find anything to do?” And then it occurred
to me that so many students are under 21—
especially in residence halls—and they’re
in the Loop, which kind of closes down at
night.So they actually don’t have anything
todo.”

The Quincy Wong Center closed after
Manifest in May 2011,and the construction
of the space continued during the summer,
according to Dibbern. Remodeling plans
include new track lighting, custom-made
furniture and expansion of the stage for a
better performance space.

Three classes, including Branding Iden-
tity, taught by Richard
Zeid, associate profes-
sor in the A+D Depart-
ment,and two Present-
ing and Booking Live
Performances classes
led by Kathleen Butera,
lecturer in the AEMM
Department, and Van-
essa Moss, adjunct in
the AEMM Department,
produced the events
throughout the week.

Zeid’s class has been working throughout
the semester to conceptualize the aesthet-

-Kari Sommers

ics of the space.The students came up with
individual designs, and through critique
and evaluation, chose four of the strongest
concepts. Zeid said the students worked in
teams to further the concepts and develop
a name, brand and how the space will look.

“Some of the most successful brands
listen to their consumers and design for
their consumers’ needs,” Zeid said. “Seeing
that this is a space for students, I think
having it designed, run, operated and

» SEE WONG, PG. 10
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Courtesy RICHARD ZEID

The Mango Lounge concept was designed by Branding
and ldentity students Sara Hunt, Anna Johnson and
Abby Redfield.

Earth, worms, rats
feed off compost

by Lisa Schulz
Assistant Campus Editor

EARTH WASN'T the only consumer benefiting
from Columbia’s compost project launch
in August 2011. Rats were also curious to
explore the mix of fresh sandwich scraps,
apple cores, leaves, soil and coffee grounds.
But as winter arrives, critters shouldn’t.
The Recycling Outreach Program’s new
compost project was first put into action at
Columbia events, like new student Convo-
cation.College cafes were added to the food
waste pickup at the Alexandroff Campus
Center, 600 S. Michigan Ave.; the Wabash
Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave.; and
the Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave,
totaling an average of 10 to 15 gallons.
Solely in September, the initiative col-
lected and composted 900 pounds of food,
according to Neale Baldyga, recycling

11/14/11

International Fair

Join us for a cultural celebra-
tion featuring performances,
demonstrations and cuisines.
12:30 p.m.

731 S. Plymouth Court
The Court

11/15/11

Native Tongues feat.
Tim Be |o[§

Join Asian Student Org. with
headlining band Tim Be Told,
who combines elements of
pop, rock and soul. 7-10 p.m.

outreach coordinator.

“Rats are something we have to be aware
of,” Baldyga said. “That’s pretty much one of
the main reasons [that] we would never be
able to compost on site.The Loop is just full
of them, so to have a place where rotting
food is—that’s just like heaven for them.”

The secure bins that ultimately hold
compost don’t have an infestation of
rodents, said John Wawrzaszek, recycling
manager of Facilities and Operations. The
team will be proactive,establish immediate
pickup and tackle problems as they arise,
which may be in the hot summer months
like June or July, he said. With the weather
now, food should freeze, rather than attract
animals and stay fresher for longer.

Baldyga collects food scraps three times
a week from cafes, which are each given
chemical-free buckets from the Photog-
raphy Department. At events, even when

11/16/11

Wongood Party

only recycling services are requested,
three to five student workers help sort and
collect the potential compost from
catering services.

Leftovers from caterers at events are
nearly equivalent to cafe collections, not
including patrons’ scraps.Collections from
events are usually disposed of the next day,
Wawrzaszek said.

From the secured 32- and 96-gallon bins,
compost is transported by the Resource
Center, a non-profit environmental orga-
nization, to Land and Lakes, a food waste
facility, 2000 E.122nd St.

“Anything that we would have to dispose
of in the city has a cost,” Wawrzaszek said.
“We’re just choosing a more ethical choice
of where the material is going once it’s
being disposed of.”

When working with food waste, in order
to create soil-enriching compost, natural
plants, such as grass clippings and leaves,
are needed as well. This produces nitro-
gen, which breaks down and oxides the
food waste, keeping it fresher for longer,
Wawrzaszek said.

Brown waste, like coffee grounds and
liquids, is also needed, to create a more
nutritious balance to give back to the Earth,
Baldyga said.

11/17/11

Black Gossamer

1104 S. Wabash Ave.
1st floor

Continue celebrating the
reopening of the Quincy Wong
Center with Deejays, dancers
and free food. 7:30 p.m.

623 S. Wabash Ave.
The Wong Center, 1st floor

Opening Reception

At Convocation,780 pounds of food waste
was composted, which is how much could
be collected monthly from a cafe. This

» SEE COMPOST, PG. 10
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Neale Baldyga, recycling outreach coordinator, sorts
through leftovers from cafes around campus.

11/18/11

Global Rhythms
Dance Party

identity. 5-8 p.m.

Featuring black artists who
use fashion and dress to
articulate their ideas of black

1104 S. Wabash Ave.
Glass Curtain Gallery

Celebrate the end of Inter-
national Education Week with
music from around the world.
Present ID at the door. 7 p.m.

1104 S. Wabash Ave.
1st floor
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Colleges

by Tim Barker
MCT Newswire

THE WORLD is getting closer to the launch-
ing of a new Internet address system for
pornography providers, and there are
some eye-opening names being registered.
Among them: Washu.xxx and Mizzou.xxx.

Don’t, however, expect to find naked
co-eds at either of these sites.

In what amounts to a defensive maneu-
ver,schools across the nation are snapping
up the .xxx domain names that match their
federally registered trademarks.It’s simply
a matter of trying to keep them out of the
wrong hands.

“We don’t want someone coming across
our trademark on a porn site. God only
knows what they’d come up with,” said
Terry Robb, director of information technol-
ogy at the University of Missouri-Columbia,
which also has registered Missouri.xxx
and MissouriTigers.xxx.

Colleges and universities are no differ-
ent than other organizations in this regard.
With the impending launching of the new
.xxx top-level domains later this year,
everyone with a trademark had a chance
toreserve names in what’s called a “sunrise
phase.” Essentially, it provides some pro-
tection for organizations against domain
prospectors who grab sites to use or sell
at a profit.

In theory, the .xxx top-level domain
will give adult content providers a natural
place to be on the Internet. But it has been

STOCK PHOTO

Colleges across the nation are purchasing .xxx domains that use the institution’s trademark to avoid the
creation of an unwanted porn site. This is a defensive move to keep the domain out of the wrong hands.

criticized by the porn industry,which wor-
ries that this is the first step in forcing all
adult providers to move to the more easily
blocked domain addresses.

Against this backdrop, universities and
other organizations have been forced to
decide whether it’s worth the time, trou-
ble and money (approximately $200 per
domain) to take control of their .xxx sites.

Some experts don’t think there’s a lot
to be worried about for the vast majority
of institutions.

“Then again, it’s just a couple of hundred

S$4

226 S. Wabash

exchequerpub.com

Big Ten Network Saturday
L D|rect TV- NFL Sunday

pints,
Sam Adams Winter Lager

(312) 939-5633

$13 PITCHERS

100/0 off

with student id

@

-

bucks,so I don’t see any reason not to do it,”
said Greg Jackson, vice president of Policy
and Analysis at Educause,a nonprofit orga-
nization that promotes the use of technol-
ogy in higher education.

That has been the motivating factor for
the St. Louis College of Pharmacy, which
recently picked up StlCop.xxx.That’s not
exactly a name that screams porn.

“Not really,” agreed Chad Shepherd, the
school’s vice president of information tech-
nology. “But, you know, it’s better to be safe
than sorry.”

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan Avenue

at the Sherwood

Concert Hall Events
Monday November 14
Music Student Convocation 12:00 pm
Alex Grimes Senior Recital 7:00 pm
Tuesday November 15
Music Student Convocation 12:00 pm
Michael O'Meara Senior Recital 7:00 pm
Wednesday November 16
Noon Guitar Series at the Conaway 12:00 pm
Primary & Secondary Piano Recital 7:00 pm
at the Sherwood
Thursday November 17
String Faculty Performance 12:00 pm
Friday November18
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby 12:00 pm
Jazz Forum 2:00 pm
Stephen Waller Senior Recital 7:00 pm
Pianist David Holzman in Concert 7:30 pm

* All Concerts are FREE. For more information call 312-369-6300

purchase porn domains

The school has made a practice of grab-
bing all the stlcop versions it can get
its hands on, including .org, .tv, .info
and .biz. Unfortunately, it has not been
able to get .com, which still belongs to a
domain prospector.

The decision to buy a domain also can be
about protecting a school from unintended
harm. Consider the case of Washington
University.It may be that no one would ever
think to combine pornography with the St.
Louis institution.

But the school does share a name with
a female character, Washu Hakubi, from
the world of Japanese animated cartoons.
The anime genre has inspired a subset
of cartoons heavy on sex and violence,
leaving open the possibility that Wash-
ington University could find itself an
accidental victim.

“It wouldn’t necessarily be anyone who
even knew much about us,” said Karen
Daubert, the university’s trademark and
brand manager.

That’s just one of the reasons the
school decided to register Washu.xxx,
along with WashingtonUniversity.xxx
and Wustl.xxx.

And don’t expect to find much if you visit
any of those addresses.Organizations set up
their various domain addresses to point to
the same Web page.

“In this case, they won’t point to any-
thing,” Daubert said.

chronicle@colum.edu
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DON'T LET GRADUATION SNEAK UP ON YOU!

GRADUATION
BLOCK PARTY

Wednesday November 16 e 1104 S. Wabash e 8th floor e 1-3 pm

Stop by for lunch and a one-stop shop of services for graduating students - undergraduates and
graduates! Take graduation photos, order announcements, check in with your advisor, chat about
your portfolio and more!

This event follows the Manifest fall kick-off in Film Row Cinema at 12:30pm - all are welcome!

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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THE NEW

Experts chime in on long- and short-term
solutions to debt crisis

by Darryl Holliday
Associate Editor

STUDENT LOANS have been advertised as the
sort of debt that will always yield a return
on investment. However, as the housing
bubble showed, “good debt” isn’t always as
reliable as it sounds.

Experts fear an ever- accelerating cycle of
default rates, tuition hikes, unemployment
and unprecedented student debt could
emerge as a financial mire for members of
Generation Y.

According to an October report from the
independent group The Education Sector
titled, “Affordable at Last: A New Student
Loan System,” the amount that students
borrow to finance postsecondary educa-
tion has grown “by every available mea-
sure” during the last 15 years. For example,
between 1993 and 2008, the percentage of
bachelor’s degree recipients who borrowed
for their education grew from 49 percent to
66 percent,with average total debt at gradu-
ation increasing more than 50 percent.

The underlying policies that make up the
system are overly complicated and little
understood by the average undergraduate,
simultaneously entering adulthood. Young

short-term is an income-contingent loan
system. The proposal runs counter to
the current standard repayment system,
in which all students repay loans in
fixed amounts.

A modified form of this already exists.The
Income Based Repayment program,which
took effect in 2009 after being enacted by
Congress in 2007, is designed to lighten the
debt load for some students. The program
includes a cap on monthly repayments to
less than 15 percent of disposable income.
Furthermore, if a student makes these pay-
ments for 25 years, the remaining balance
is forgiven.

By executive order, President Obama is
taking the IBR program one step further.
On Oct. 26, he announced that, as of 2012,
the effective cap would be reduced to 10
percent and that forgiveness would kick
after 20 years rather than 25.

But,according to Andrew Gillen, research
director at the Center for College Affordabil-
ity and Productivity, the forgiveness aspect
of the program simply treats the symptoms
rather than the disease.

“There’s no way that students are going
to be able to pay back that money, but at
the same time, we don’t want to do a loan

There’s no way that students are going to be able to pay back
that money, but at the same time, we don’t want to do a loan

forgiveness thing.”

adults who anticipated a brighter future are
now clamoring for relief.

The crisis resembles the recent collapse
in home mortgages.

“with the investment in housing, as the
prices were going up they did not see the
downside—they didn’t see the risk. Hous-
ing prices could not continue to rise,” said
Deborah Kelly, adjunct assistant profes-
sor of economics at the University of San
Diego. “I think there’s a similarity with
student debt.”

Along with a mostly consistent rise in
tuition nationally in recent years—an
increase of 150 percent since 1996 in Colum-
bia’s case—it’snowonder so many,including
Kelly, see student loans as the next bubble.
One increasingly popular long-term solu-
tion that could also aid graduates in the

-Andrew Gillen

forgiveness thing,” Gillen said. “As for
taxpayers, this is basically a ticking time
bomb.The taxpayers are going to eat a lot of
the cost.”

According to Gillen, a re-examination of
the loan program is needed in the interest
of creating a program geared to how much
students can repay—otherwise known as
income-contingent repayments.

“The most promising [solution] is recon-
sidering the way we think about loans
when we talk about investments in educa-
tion,” Gillen said. “We aren’t really asking
those types of questions.”

An income-based system could replace
multiple financing means with one loan,
one interest rate and one payment program
based on income level and/or chosen major.
The system would aim to significantly

MCT Newswire
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While Columbia alumni Jourdan Robles and her husband, Danny, work in fields outside their major to pay
the bills, including their student loans, both continue to pursue careers in the arts through internships
and part-time work, in addition to doing side projects.

reduce default by allowing borrowers to pay
a percentage of what they make.

But the debate surrounding the educa-
tion system and rising debt, which could
eventually fall onto taxpayers, hints at a
deeper issue.

“We basically don’t know what we
want college to be,” Gillen said. “There’s
a big issue in determining what the
outcomes are.”

While the idea of across-the-board for-
giveness, as advocated by some in the
Occupy Wall Street movement, is incendi-
ary and unprecedented, the idea of using
targeted loan forgiveness to encourage
graduates to take particular career paths
is already in practice.

The federal Stafford Loan Program was
designed to incentivize people to enter
public service in return for forgiving
students loans

After 120 payments have been made. Itis
available to those entering a wide range of
fields including social work, library science,
education, law enforcement, public safety,
child care and elder care.

The nonprofit Young Entrepreneur Coun-
cil is extending this principle to new grads
who hope to launch startups.

Its $10 million Gen Y Fund, announced
in October, would provide them with seed
money and pay for up to three years of stu-
dent loan payments.

For many of Columbia’s graduates, who
work day jobs to subsidize their art,a detour
into public service with the added benefit
ofloan forgiveness might have saved them
thousands of dollars. But few enter the arts
with such a practical frame of mind.

Jourdan Robles said she barely had a job
when she graduated from Columbia. The
theatre alumna has been babysitting since
she moved to Chicago and now works as
a nanny in addition to working toward
her art.

While she said she loves her job—taking
care of a 13-month-old girl nearly full
time—her desire to continue in the arts
has manifested itself in a recent position
as an art coordinator intern at her church.
Her husband, a caterer, is also following
through on his music degree with an audio
tech internship at the same church while
he works on an album.

“What we both see in our jobs is that it
affords us the freedom to do what we want,”
Robles said.

However, the couple’s budget is still
tight. Nearly all of Robles’ income from
nannying—approximately $1,200 per
month—goes toward both her and her hus-
band’s loans while his income covers their
living expenses.

“If we run out of funds by the end of the
month,we have to get creative with grocer-
ies,” Robles said. “I'm not a budget person at
all—it’s just not how my brain works—but
my husband is,so I've just gotten on board.”

As with her student loans during col-
lege, responsible spending, research and
planning has helped Robles manage
her finances as it relates to her job
post graduation.

As for other recent grads, employment
will be key to individuals staying above
water and avoiding default when it comes
to their repayments. But larger policy shifts
can help make the loan system more equi-
table for everyone involved.

Despite the issues surrounding college,
education experts across the board main-
tain that students aspiring to attend a
higher education institute should do so.

“As a student, all you really need to know
is if you're capable of graduating college,
and if the answer is yes, then you should
go,” Gillen said. “Go to a college you can
afford [and] don’t borrow excessively.”

dholliday@chroniclemail.com
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JANELLE “JA”

GILBERT

Grad had small budget, big dreams

Once a month, The Chronicle pro-
files people on campus who are doing
interesting or important things.

We’re always watching for faculty,
staff and students with a story to tell.
Here’s someone you should know.

by Lisa Schulz
Assistant Campus Editor

AFTER LIVING on a tight budget and enduring
the four years of indecision about choosing
ajournalism or interior architecture degree
to please her mother, Janelle “Ja” Gilbert
finally found her beat in music and made a
pact to give back to the community.

The 2006 alumna released her first EP,
“Laura’s Daughter,” on iTunes, CDBaby.com,
CDUniverse.com and in physical form on
Oct. 16, the latter sponsored by the Illinois
Art Council.

Previously,Janelle Ja pursued an intern-
ship with WTTW Chicago Tonight and
served as a marketing coordinator for Roll-
ing Out magazine, where she worked with
Kanye West,Joss Stone, Live Nation and the
Chicago Urban League.

The Chronicle: Who would you like to col-
laborate with in the future?

Janelle Ja: Corinne Bailey Rae.She’s one of
my favorite artists. I really look up to her.I
love how she just made a name for herself.
I like how she’s in the public eye but not
exposed too much.She came from a nickel-
and-dime budget, and I can relate to that.
You come from little beginnings and gradu-
ally work your way up as an artist.

The Chronicle: How did you manage your
career with a tight budget?

JJ: Thank goodness for financial aid.I was
able to get that and to put myself through
school. I had to work full-time jobs and
took on an internship. But [by] doing that,
it really molded me as a person and as an
artist. Having that obstacle has made me
who I am today. I don’t take [my work]
lightly. I take it very seriously. There’s no
room for error here. I bust my butt off for
so long—this is it, or nothing at all.

The Chronicle: What’s it like recording
in the studio?

JJ: I go there every Tuesday for three or
four hours. When I sing, I do everything a
straight shot through.I don’t like to repeat
things over and over. I think when you go
into the studio, you should know exactly
what you want. So when I'm in the studio,
I like to do everything raw and just record
it. I know the structure of my songs, and I
arrange them. A lot of times, I have to be
in that moment. I just set myself in that
place, and it comes out so naturally in all
my songs.I don’t have a problem with get-
ting that moment.

The Chronicle: Do you ever have bad
recording sessions?

JJ: Yeah, if there are problems in my family,
like we all have sometimes.Or,if I have to go
home and help out my family, there’s times
when I don’t want to go [to the studio]. But
actually, I think that’s the best time to go—
when I'm feeling vulnerable. That’s when
the best of me comes out.

Courtesy JANELLE GILBERT

R

Courtesy JANELLE GILBERT

Janelle “Ja” Gilbert’'s ER “Laura’s Daughter,” was released on Oct. 16. Tracks include “Merry Go Round,”

“Why” and “l Don’t Care.”

The Chronicle: How did you get involved
with the IAC?

JJ: I was at a Columbia event. I've always
been involved in some way, shape or form.
I've always been connecting with people.I
cannot stress that enough—students here
at Columbia, if you want to turn your art
into a business, connect. I was talking to
someone who knew I wanted to get into the
music industry,and I told him I didn’t have
alot of money. He said he’d introduce me to
someone at the IAC,and they had me draw
up a proposal. They’ve sponsored me four
times now. Every time that they sponsored
me, I put out a good product.

The Chronicle: What'’s the story behind
“Laura’s Daughter”?

JJ: I was very close to my late great-grand-
ma, Laura Annie Washington. She and I
were so close [when I was] a little girl, and
I'm grateful for her because she really kept
me grounded. She always said I had great
talent with my writing and my singing
abilities, even as a young girl.I didn’t quite
understand it. [The EPis] a salute to her.She
always said I can do anything if I work hard.

The Chronicle: So far, where else have

you performed?

JJ: I had an EP release party in a rented,
four-story house. I was a Manifest street
performer, and I did the House of Sole per-
formance at a boutique and the Lillian Dion
upscale hair salon. I try to think outside
[of] the box. I like doing performances at
nursing homes and giving back. I went
back to my grade school, and they were so
happy to see me. I'm being very selective
with my performances. I'm even thinking
about the tunnels for some reason. I've
done the Gorilla Tango Theatre, Columbia
Music Center and Big Mouth. Lollapalooza
and Pitchfork are my goal.

The Chronicle: Can you elaborate on that?

JJ: I'm a giver, so I'm working with an
orphanage in Africa right now. That’s
where I see myself helping out homeless
kids on the streets and [helping] with their
education. I come from little-[to]-nothing.
Coming to Columbia was a challenge to me.
I want to help out people who don’t have
a whole lot because I know what it’s like
to not have a whole lot and to try to work
your way up.

Ischulz@chroniclemail.com
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» GALA

Continued from Front Page

major and four-year recipient of the Open
Doors Scholarship, spoke at the event and
expressed his gratitude to the college.

“The scholarship has helped me focus
more on school and my work and build[ing]
my portfolio,” Lopez said. “Having that
scholarship reduces the financial stress
of tuition.”

Also at the event was Linda Johnson
Rice, chairwoman of Johnson Publishing
Company. Rice was awarded the Chicago
Legacy Award, which honors those who
have “helped open doors for future genera-
tions,” Carter said at the gala.

According to Rice, Columbia’s relation-
ship with the Johnson family pre-existed
the recent purchase of the Johnson Publish-
ing Headquarters, 820 S. Michigan Ave. She
said many journalism students interned
with the company and some were hired.

“The intellectual exchange runs both
ways,” Rice said. “Several of our editors have
served as adjunct professors, delighted to
bring to the students the breadth of knowl-
edge and experience they’ve gained during
their years as working journalists. It is a
relationship we value greatly.”

Allen Turner, chair of Columbia’s Board
of Trustees, said the event received support
from individuals all across the city.

“Tonight is very important to us because
we’re not only honoring Rice and her family,
but also honoring our students because
tonight we’re raising money for students
in our area—people who are qualified but
may not have an opportunity to go to a great
college like this,” Turner said.

hschroering@chroniclemail.com

» GRADUATION

Continued from Front Page

in the city and suburbs was considered for
the new graduation location, such as Col-
lege Convocation Centers and other the-
aters in the district.

However, the college plans on returning
to the UIC Pavilion for graduation next year,
said Diane Doyne, associate vice president
of Public Relations.

“We love the Pavilion,” Kelly said. “It has
served us incredibly well. We have to look at
the question of availability going forward.”

As reported by The Chronicle on Sept.
12, the G-8 and NATO summits will be
held in the Loop in May 2012, which
caused the school to make changes to the
2011-2012 academic year. These changes
shortened the end of the year, which
affected graduation.

However, this is not the first time the
college has had to move the graduation
location.

“[Two] years [ago], we had to go to Navy
Pier [for the graduation ceremony],” Cohen
said. “There was some type of scheduling
conflict UIC had.”

This year’s graduation ceremonies will
be highlighted with a sign that reads, “Wel-
come Columbia College Graduates,” which
will be displayed on the marquee of the
theatre, Kelly said.

There will be a Graduate Block Party on
Nov. 16 that will have more information
regarding commencement and all things
that impact graduating students.

“I am sure the ceremonies will be impres-
sive,as all of ours are,” Cohen said. “[|Gradu-

Sara Mays THE CHRONICLE
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Redmoon Theater, who partners with Columbia, provided the evening’s entertainment with an acrobatic atlon] 1s reallya productlon.

performance. Other performances included a student theatrical procession, which led the guests into the
ballroom, the Gospel Choir and Rhythm Section and several others. Approximately 65 students participated akukulka@chroniclemail.com

EXPERIE

[of Cunningham]

Image: Dancer Rashaun Mitchell in Antic Meet, photo by Yi-Chun Wu

“One of the greatest artists

CUNNINGHAM

- The New York Times

NCE THE WORLD THROUGH DANCE

MERCE

DANCE ioprsessom
COMPANY

LEGACY TOUR

A co-presentation by The Dance As the Legacy Tour draws to a close, the Merce

Center of Columbia College Cunningham Dance Company presents two programs
Chicago and The Harris Theater  of work from several decades as a celebration of

for Music and Dance Cunningham’s lifetime of artistic achievement and a
Presented at The Harris testament to the choreographer’s enduring genius.
Theater, 205 E. Randolph Drive,

HarrisTheaterChicago.org PROGRAM A

NOVEMBER 18, 2011 * 8:00 PM
Squaregame (1976), Quartet (1982), Antic Meet (1958)

PROGRAM B

NOVEMBER 19, 2011 * 8:00 PM
Roaratorio (1983)

FOR TICKETS CALL 312.369.8330 OR VISIT COLUM.EDU/DANCECENTER

thedancesenter Columbia mmrmmmess .

of Columbia College Chicagd coLLecE cHicaGoO mE,':Pk”i“"‘

ELIZABETH F. CHENEY FOUNDATION The Dance Center’s co-presentation with the Harris Theater of Merce Cunningham Dance Company
is funded, in part, by lead sponsors Caroline and Caroline Ballantine and the Elizabeth F. Cheney
Foundation, with additional funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.




CAMPUS | NOVEMBER 14,2011 | THE CHRONICLE 9

COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO wiu again join colleges, universities international organizations, embassies and

community organization around the world in celebrating International Education Week 2011: Nov. 14th - 18th. This marks the
12th annual commemoration of this joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of Education to
recognize the importance of international education and exchange!

The Office of International Student Affairs and the International Student Organiza-
tion invite and encourage Columbia College faculty, staff, and students to participate
in the upcoming events celebrating our connection with the world around us.

Come discover how international education benefits our understanding of the world
in which we live, making us better communicators and compassionate neighbors!

Monday, Nov. 14 Monday, Nov. 14

12:30-2 12:30-2

600 S. Michigan Avenue, Room 921 624 S. Michigan Avenue, Rm. 809
"Local Relevance: Lessons of a U.S. Business Expand- “Symbols and Culture”

ingin China"

Join us for an interactive experience as we break
Join us as presenter, Sara Granack, Director of Inter- into groups with “volunteers” from Colum-
national Communication at Grainger, discusses key  pia’s international community to look into the
learnings the company has experienced in its journey  gymbols that identify the nations of the world.
over thelast 5 years to become a global leader, manyof  Eyerything from national flags to national an-
which surfaced through its experience in China. The  thems, from the visuals on the world’s curren-

company has been aggressively expanding its inter- cies to visuals on the global dinner plates, will
national presence outside of North America, starting  pe discussed to explore the meanings of the
with the launch of Grainger China in 2006. cultures of the world.

Monday, Nov. 14 Tuesday, Nov. 15 Tuesday, Nov. 15

5pm-7pm 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 7 pm - 10 pm

731 S. Plymouth Ct., The Court Stage Two 1104 S. Wabash, The Conaway Center

618 S. Michigan Avenue
International Fair “Native Tongues”

“When China Met Africa” - Screening & Discussion
Celebrate International Education Week 2011 with Join the Asian Student Organization as it hosts its annual “Na-
the International Student Organization and the Office Join us for the screening of the critically acclaimed docu-  tive Tongues” event! This year, “Native Tongues” will feature
of International Student Affairs! Join us fora cultural  pentary, “When China Met Africa” followed by a Q & A headliner band, “Tim Be Told” as well as student performanc-

celebration featuring performances, demonstrations  segsion. The event will be moderated by Mary Filice, Assoc. ~ €s- Join us as we bridge the gap between Columbia students
and cuisines! Chair of the AEMM Dept. and community through a night of fun and entertainment!
Wednesday, Nov. 16 Thursday, Nov. 17
Wednesday, Nov. 16 5:30 pm -7 pm 12:30
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm Columbia College Chicago Library Stage Two
33 E. Congress, Rm. 101 624 S. Michigan Avenue, 3rd floor 618 S. Michigan Avenue
~  “Global Flavors” Dedication of Jose Rizal’s Noli Me Tangere

Liberty in North Korea (LiNK) presents “The Reliance Tour”
and EL Filibusterismo

Join International Student Organization and Fre- You are invited to the “Book Dedication Ceremony” as the Join usas we screen the documentary, “Hiding: The Final Cut” fol-
quency TV in a one-time international cooking Consul General of the Philippines honors Columbia Col- lowed by a discussion and Q & A session with members of LiNK,
¥~ show! Learn how to make dishes from several lege Chicago’s role in celebrating the 150th anniversary the only full-time grassroots organization in North America de-
continents from Columbia's international stu- of the birth of the Filipino national hero - Jose Rizal - by voted to the North Korean humanitarian and refugee crisis. This
dent community as a part of a the global week- dedicating copies of the original manuscripts of Jose Rizal’s organization provides protection and aid to North Korean refu-

long celebration, International Education Week. novels entitled Noli Me Tangere (Touch Me Not) and El gees hiding in China and, utilizing a modern-day underground
And yes, guests will get FREE SAMPLES of every- Filibusterismo (The Reign of Greed) to Columbia College railroad through Southeast Asia, rescues refugees and helps them
thing made! Chicago’s Library. *Reception to follow. to reach freedom. LiNK provides a way for the international com-

munity to take part in bringing about effective change.

- Thursday, Nov. 17 Friday, Nov. 18
- 6pm 10;30yam Friday, Nov. 18
Concert Hall Hokin Lecture Hall 7 pm - 10 pm
1014 S. Michigan Avenue 623 S. Wabash, Rm. 109 1104 S. Wabash, The Conaway Center
“Peking Opera and more!” Immigration, visas and more! Global Rhythms Dance Party! -

As part of International Education Week 2011, the Office of International Student Affairsat  Come dance the night away at our Global

Peking Opera is over 200 years old. Please  Colymbia College Chicago would like to invite you to hear from immigration attorney, Bob Rhythms Dance Party! Join us as we cel-
join Peter Zhang, Associate professor in the  yyhite!

; ; j brate the end of International Educati
Audio Arts and Acoustics Dept. as he intro- et end o N A e

d Ki 1 i di Week 2011 featuring music from around
uces Peking Opera as well as other tradi- B, White, from the Law Firm of Masuda, Funai, Eifert and Mitchell will be on campus 0 the world!

tional Chinese operas. His presentation will ¢k about what's happening in immigration today, and will include such topics as applying

include video clips and demos. Itis a great £ Optional Practical Training, the H-1B and the “Green Card” process, changing to other Admission is FREE! Must present college
opportunity to know about Chinese arts and i) yjoration statuses and more! A great opportunity for anyone interested in knowing more ID at the door! ;

culture. A reception will follow in Room 207.  about jmmigration and what international students, visiting professors, and artists face. '

*Events are open to all Columbia students and faculty! Brought to you by the Office of International Student Affairs and the In-
ternational Student Organization in collaboration with the Asian Student Organization, Office of Culture and Community, AEMM,
Marketing Communication and Audio Arts and Acoustics Departments, and Multicultural Affairs

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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$5 MENU ITEMS

QUICK SERVICE
BREAKFAST « LUNCH + DINNER
EAT IN OR CARRY OUT

$5

Wine ¢ Beer ¢ Cocktails

OPEN
6:30am - 5:00pm Sunday thru Thursday
7am — 10pm Friday & Saturday

Bodega N.5 is located
just beneath Mercat a la Planxa
on the corner of
Michigan Ave. & Balbo Dr.

638 S. Michigan Ave.
312.542.3605

M @BodegaNs
f BodegaN5

» WONG

Continued from PG. 3

created by students is a smart thing on the
school’s part to get the success going for it.
I think it’ll be really exciting.”

Zeid’s Branding and Identity students
will present their ideas at the second event
of the opening on Nov.15 at 10 a.m.

Moss and Butera’s classes have been
focusing on the programming of the space.
Butera’s class is in charge of the Red Carpet
Opening event today that features bands
and deejays. Moss’ class event, the Wongood
Party, is on Nov.16 at 7:30 p.m.

According to Bob Reisig, senior AEMM
major and student in Moss’ class, the event
will provide music by a student deejay, a
performance from an outside dance compa-
ny that is managed by a student in the class
and glow-in-the-dark fabric markers that
students can use to draw on white sheets.

Though the events in the Quincy Wong
Center launched the new student space,
there is much work to be done, Dibbern said.
Construction of the center will continue
during J-Term, when the majority of the
remodeling will occur.

The soft opening events are meant to
generate feedback from the community.
According to Butera, the AEMM Depart-
ment will offer a course in spring 2012,
called Club Management,in which students
of all majors will have the opportunity to
program events for the space on weekends.

“It’s hard to make friends when you
move to a new place,” Sommers said. “[Stu-
dents will] have a place to go where it’s
casual and informal, and it also celebrates
Columbia talent.”

hschroering@chroniclemail.com
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Continued from PG. 3

doesn’t neglect or demean collecting from a
cafe because by the end of the week, it could
add up to 60 pounds, Wawrzaszek said.

Cafe pickups are simple and effortless for
employees, said Nyle Fisher, general man-
ager of the University Cafes.

“Anything that we can do to give back to
the Earth isimportant,” Fisher said. “Ameri-
cans consume a lot. It makes me feel good
that we're not wasting anything that could
be used.I'm really excited about that.”

The cafe recycles other waste products,
such as paper and plastic items, Fisher said.

Next, he’s looking into biodegradable
packaging to continue the cafes’ envi-
ronmentally conscious contribution, but
prices for food are likely to increase since
the packaging is expensive, he said.

Anything that we would have to
dispose of in the city has a cost.”

-John Wawrzaszek

In keeping with the careful collection
from small cafes, Baldyga said he doesn’t
plan on students independently compost-
ing on campus due to easy contamination
that could occur.

“We wouldn’t want to just open for the
community to bring their stuff in, because
then we’d be dealing with a ton of waste,”
Baldyga said. “I'd love to have everyone
compost, but that’s not realistic.”

Ischulz@chroniclemail.com




HELMETS

Controversial research suggests
modern helmets no safer
than leather ones of yore

by Nader Ihmoud
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

IF IT'S new, it must be better.

But, playing organized football with™
21st-century headgear may offer no more
protection against concussion than old
fashioned leatherheads.

A study published on Nov. 4 in the [/,
Journal of Neurosurgery: Spine, titled
“Impact Test Comparison of 20th
and 21st Century American Football
Helmets,” found that the risk of head
injury while wearing vintage leather
helmets has not been improved upon by
several widely used 21st-century varsity
helmets.

Mike Oliver, executive director of the
National Operation CommitteeonStandards
for Athletic Equipment, believes the study
is flawed.

“I think it is inaccurate,” Oliver said.
“We are in the process of putting together
a critique that we are going to send into
the Journal of Neurosurgery because [the
study] is tremendously misleading.”

This method used in the study differs
from the standard test done by the NOCSAE.

The new study, which was conducted by
Adam Bartsch, director of Spine Research
Laboratory; Edward Benzel, chairman of
the Cleveland Clinic Spine Institute; neuro-
surgeon Vincent Miele and Vikas Prakash,
professor of mechanical and aerospace
engineering at the Case Western Reserve

Another

men’s basketball ~

Renegades hoops team hopes to
secure longevity, legitimacy

by Lindsey Woods
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

MEN’S BASKETBALL teams at Columbia have
a history of fouling out and collapsing after
problems like transportation arise. But one
Columbia freshman is determined to revive
the historically tumultuous program.

Brian Byrd, music major and co-captain
of the basketball team, is shooting for a
Renegades men’s basketball team to start
this semester and is optimistic about the
interest thus far.

“I've seen the passion in alot of the men,”
Byrd said. “There’s a lot of people right now

“QOw
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University, compared the h-century
and 21st-century helmets in tests simulat-
ing helmet-to helmet contact. They used
11 varsity helmets that met the NOSCAE
standard and two early 20th century
leather helmets.

The authors conducted front, oblique
front, lateral, oblique rear and rear head
impact tests at 5 meters per second, using
helmeted head forms, including head
impact forces on a par with approximately
the 95th percentile of helmet-to-helmet
hits. The helmeted head forms were
attached to a crash-test dummy neck that
was bolted to a forced torque transducer.
The impacting helmet was the same as the

shot for

emailing me about the interest meetings
coming up.”

Renegades President Kevin Hartmann
said that from what he’s seen, the upcom-
ing men’s basketball team has a good shot
at sustainability if they stay committed.

“I think basketball is a sport we have a
lot of interest in,so with the right captains,
formation and attitude, the basketball team
could go a really long way,” Hartmann said.

Usually Byrd would take over the full role
of captain, but since he is a freshman and
doesn’t have a recorded grade point aver-
age, heisn’t eligible to be captain under the
Renegades constitution, which stipulates
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he\}t receiving the ieract.

“[Ehe researchers] struck a helmet with a
helmet,which is not something we do, nor
does any helmet standard in the world do,”
Oliver said.

NOCSAE controls the standard.The stan-
dard test consists of a head form being
placed into a helmet and dropped onto a
hard surface from 60 inches above, accord-
ing to Oliver.

In order for a helmet to become certified
for sale, its “severity index”, a measure of
its ability to deflect injury, must be 1200,
according to NOCSAE’s Standard Perfor-
mance Specification for Newly Manufac-
tured Football Helmets. The score measures

<

Zach Stemerick THE CHRONICLE

OMOP>oOmMmZ2Z2mMX

HEAD IN STUDY

- - Q‘le'severity and type of head injury.“In

order for a company to certify all of its hel-
mets to our standard, they are going to have
to average [approximately] 500-600 [sever-
ity index],” Oliver said.

The lower the severity index the safer
i eiwlget is.

NOCSAE was formed to commission
wresearch directed toward injury reduc-
tion, following 32 fatalities in 1968 that
resulted from organized football com-
petition.

Although severe head and neck
=<injuries were reduced in the ’70s and
’80s by NOCSAE’s efforts, according to the
study, NOCSAE’s severity index thresh-
old is no longer a state-of-the-art injury

We are in the process of putting
together a critique that we are
going to send into the Journal of
Neurosurgery because [the study]
is tremendously misleading.”

—Mike Oliver

predictor. Bartsch acknowledged that this
information is not new but that he and his
colleagues “just reiterated it” in the study.

“There’s no mention of concussion in
NOCSAE’s testing,” Bartsch said. “It really
has to do with catastrophic skull fracture
and brain injury.”

Oliver said NOCSAE had always required
helmets to pass its low level impact

» SEE HELMETS, PG. 15

captains must have a 2.5 GPA or higher,
according to Cress.

Byrd and the future team have a lot of
work ahead. On top of holding interest
meetings and setting up practices, Byrd
must confront the different skill levels
of all players.

“We’re all going to be at different
levels,” Byrd said. “You have to remem-
ber, this is an art school. My job as a
captain is to ensure that they all have
the heart for it and we can teach [each]
other how to build our skills.”

Joining a league may have to be put
off for a semester because of the late
start the team is facing, according to
Byrd. He hopes to join a league during
the spring.

That doesn’t mean the Renegades
won’t be playing, though. According to
Cress, the Illinois Institute of Technol-
ogy contacted the Renegades about set-
ting up a few pick-
up games. In the
past, the basket-
ball teams have
played against the
club and junior

» SEE B-BALL, PG. 14
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Barnes, Williams
set to lead UIC

The University of lllinois at Chicago men’s
basketball team wins final exhibition game

by Lindsey Woods
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

THE UNIVERSITY of Illinois at Chicago Flames
outplayed the Lake Forest College Foresters
in their final exhibition game of the season
on Nov. 8.

Returning players Daniel Barnes, guard,
and center Darrin Williams combined for
27 points in UIC’s definitive 57-33 win over
the Division III Foresters.

“It was a good win, but we’re never satis-
fied,” Barnes said. “We’re always striving
to be better.”

After an angry locker room lecture from
coach Howard Moore, the Flames were able
to turn around a slow first half, forcing
turnovers and capitalizing on rebounds in
their own paint.

“Our guys responded to their angry coach
at halftime,” Moore said. “The only reason I
was angry was because we weren’t aggres-
sive,we weren’t running our offensive crisp
and we weren't getting to the loose balls or
the rebounds first.”

Barnes’ defensive rebound 30 seconds
into the second half spurred a 10-point
run for the Flames, starting with a pretty

layup by williams. The streak gave UIC a
17-point lead, from which the Foresters
never recovered.

Wwilliams led the team in rebounds and
points, shooting 70 percent with 14 points
and nine rebounds. In the offseason, Wil-
liams lost 35 pounds at the prompting
of Moore.

“Coach Moore talked about it last year
and told me how much better of a player
I could be if I lost weight,” Williams said.
“It just clicked that this is my last season,
and it was about time to make the change.”

While Williams was in the gym during
the summer, the UIC recruiting staff was
hard at work, recruiting several Chicago
Public Schools players and continuing to
build a team of relatively new players. Five
of last year’s players returned for the 2011-
2012 season, including Barnes, guard Matt
Bush, forward Paris Carter, center Dorian
Tyler, and Williams, who all averaged less
than five points a game last season.

“The new players are coming along,some
a little quicker than others, but as a group,
they’re really starting to pick up what we're
trying to emphasize,” Moore said.

The team also has three new recruits

Ting Shen THE CHRONICLE

(Top) Will Simonton of the UIC Flames, rebounds
after a failed scoring attempt made by fellow team-
mate, Greg Travis (Left) Paris Carter of the of the UIC
Flames shoots for the hoop during the second half.

for the 2012-2013 season, including 7-foot
Matt Gorski, 6-foot-8-inch Jake Wiegand
and 6-foot-1-inch Gabriel Snider.

After a disappointing 7-24 season last
year, the team is hoping to hone its signa-
ture aggressive defense and to follow up
with more big wins like last season’s 57-54
upset against No. 12-ranked University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

“I don’t want to say we got complacent,
but it was a high that month and then other
teams just came at us harder,” Barnes said.
“This year, we’re going to step up.”

The Flames lost their first game of the
season against at Central Michigan 68-57
on Nov. 11. The Flames haven’t won a road
home game since their 2007-2008 season,
when they defeated Central Michigan.

lwoods@chroniclemail.com

Leading Social Change
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Old School

At the Adler School, we're redefining what it means to practice psychology. Our mission: tackle society’s most
complex problems. That’s why we're training the next generation of practitioners to reach beyond the therapist’s
office into the larger global community. Apply today—and become part of the transformation. adler.edu

INQUIRE TODAY

17 NORTH DEARBORN STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602

Adler School
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Information
Session

Friday, November 18th
10:00am-Noon
RSVP 312.662.4100

ADLER
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Students riot after Paterno, Spanier fired

by Anne Danahy and Jessica Vanderkolk
MCT Newswire

THE CAREERS of Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity President Graham Spanier and legend-
ary football coach Joe Paterno came to an
end on Nov. 9 amidst a sex abuse scandal,
prompting thousands of students to flood
the streets of downtown State College.

Inapress conference, trustees announced
that Spanier was no longer the university’s
president, and Paterno was no longer the
head football coach.

Rod Erickson, who had been executive
vice president, is now acting president,
and Tom Bradley was named interim
head coach.

Thousands of students filled the streets
around Beaver Canyon, later moving toward
0Old Main, chanting and becoming increas-
ingly belligerent as police donned riot gear
and tried to control the crowds. At times,
students shouted obscenities against the
media and Jerry Sandusky, the former
defensive coordinator arrested on Nov. 5
on charges of sexually abusing eight boys.

Students also were seen on balco-
nies, atop parking garages and in yards,
drinking and shooting off fireworks.

Atapproximately12:20 a.m.EST,the univer-
sity sent a text alert that police had issued
a dispersal order, requiring that every-
one leave Old Main and downtown State
College, and the crowd appeared to be
following orders.

The trustees’ decision, which the board
said was unanimous, stems from the charg-

es against Sandusky, perjury indictments
against two administrators and accusa-
tions that university officials did not do
enough when they became aware of one
such instance of abuse by Sandusky.

John Surma, vice chairman of the trust-
ees, said the past few days “have been
absolutely terrible for the entire Penn
State community.”

“The outrage that we feel is nothing
compared to the physical and psychologi-
cal suffering that allegedly took place,” said
Surma, who is overseeing the university’s
handling of the matter.

He said it was “in the best interest of the
university that a change of leadership to
deal with the difficult issues we are facing”
take place. Trustees agreed Spanier would
no longer be president, and that, effective
immediately, Paterno would no longer be
head coach.The latter announcement drew
gasps at the press conference.

Paterno,who was in his 62nd year coach-
ing at Penn State, had announced earlier on
Nov.9 that he would retire at the end of this
football season, to the sadness and dismay
of many. That evening, he was notified of
his dismissal by phone.

Sandusky was arraigned on sex abuse
charges on Nov. 5, and two administra-
tive officials were arraigned on charges of
perjury related to their testimony before
the grand jury investigating Sandusky.
Paterno is not expected to face charges in
the case.

Surma said the trustees wanted to act
“swiftly and decisively, but also to be thor-

hbrary

MCT Newswire

Pennsylvania State University students pour into the streets of downtown State College, Pa., on Nov. 9,
after the Penn State Board of Trustees announced the firing of President Graham Spanier and football
Head Coach Joe Paterno. Both men were fired surrounding the Jerry Sandusky sex abuse scandal.

ough and fair.”

Surma did not address the specific
charges against Sandusky, who is accused
of sexually abusing boys he met through a
nonprofit for underprivileged children that
he founded in 1977.

“I can’t characterize individual behav-
ior,” Surma said when asked what Paterno
had done wrong. “It would be totally unfair
of me.”

He defended the board’s decision, saying

it was necessary for the long-term interest
of the university and that trustees did the
best job they could.

Surma said he hopes that students,
alumni and everyone who cares about Penn
State would agree that what trustees are
doing “is in the best long-term interest of
the university, which is much larger than
the athletic programs.”

chronicle@colum.edu
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FAR to host Wii Fit Night

by Nader lhmoud
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

THE END of the semester is approaching,and
students can find themselves overwhelmed
by school-related stressors. Columbia’s Fit-
ness, Athletics and Recreation group is
inviting students to Wii Fit Night to forget
their worries.

FAR will host the event on Nov. 17 at The
Loft in the 916 S.Wabash Ave. Building, from
6 - 8 p.m. Event Coordinator Megan Smith
said there will be only one Wii game con-
sole available. Two to four students will be
able to play at a time.

ROOFTOP SPECIALS

Monday

50¢ Wings

$3 Miller Lite Pints
$5 Dirty Martini

Tuesday
$1 Tacos
$5 Cosmopolitan Martini
$16 Blue Moon Towers

Wednesday

$1 Mini Burger

$5 Lemon Drop Martini
$18 Spaten Tower

Thursday

$1 Chicken Parm Sliders
$3 Coors Light Bottles
$5 Apple Martini

Friday

$1 Fish Tacos

$5 Pomegranate Martini
$18 New Castle Tower

Saturday

$4 Leinenkugel’'s
Seasonal Bottles
$5 Peartini Martini

312-362-1212
327 S. Plymouth Ct.
WWW.PLYMOUTHGRILL.COM

The rotation of game play will be directly
based on the attendance the event receives.

“1f it is a small amount of people, we will
set it up to be able to play five to 10 mini-
games each,” Smith said. “But if there are
more people, we'll have [them)] play three-
minute games and [we will] have some kind
of rotation.”

Students waiting to play the Wii will be
able to play board games in the meantime.

“We weren’t able to get more than one
Wii [from Student Engagement],” Smith
said. “We’ll have some people set up to play
Wii Fit and then while other people wait,
we’ll have other games out,so it will be like
one big game night.”

The idea of Wii Fit Night came to fruition
because of its fitness aspect.Smith said Wii
Fit will keep the participant moving,which
is great for working out.

“I think [students] will like it
because it is not the normal way

to work out,” Smith said. “It’s a

fun way to be active and if you do

it enough, you actually could lose
weight and be fit.”

She also thinks that because the end
of a stressful semester is near, students
will have an opportunity to release
some tension.

“It’s fun and you don’t have to worry
about [homework or finals],” Smith said.

The games available for the Wii Fit will
give students the ability to burn calories by
running, jogging and jumping. There are
also dance games.

The event will be at The Loft because the
material needed for the event is already
there,and Smith believes the event will be
more successful in the location. The Loft
has a projector available for use,which will
make for better participation, according
to Smith.

Students can show up to the event with-
out prior registration and it is open to all
Columbia students.

nihmoud@chroniclemail.com

1. FOUR DEUCES
(2) eggs, (2) pancakes,
(2) bacon, (2) sausage

2. (3) BUTTERMILK PANCAKES

choice of bacon,
sausage or ham

3. DENVER OMELETTE

4. HAM & CHEESE OMELETTE

SOFT

served with a Cup of Soup & Waffle

Fries or

5. VEGGIE OMELETTE

6. (2) EGGS (ANY STYLE)
served with bacon, sausage, or
ham, pancakes or grits or toast
or hash browns

7. FRENCH TOAST WEDGES (4)
choice of bacon, sausage or ham

CHEAP ASS
BREAKFAST SPECIALS @@

9. BISCUITS & GRAVY

10. BREAKFAST WRAP

» HELMETS
Continued from PG. 11

standards,as well as its high-level standard
test.

“We have a 24-inch drop and a 36-inch
drop as part of the standard with a different
pass fail criteria [than the 60-inch drop],”
Oliver said.

Since the football helmet standard was
announced in 1970,changes have been made
in shell size, the type and amount of pad-
ding. Helmet interiors became stiffer and
roomier as unsafe models were phased out.
The number of different models dropped to
25in 1992 from 85 in 1992.

Bartsch said he and his team feel very
strongly that improvements can be made
to the standard.

“Until science comes up with a new
or different threshold for head injuries,
there isn’t a lot of room to make dramatic
improvement in the standard as it exists,”
Oliver said.

A bill was proposed by New Mexico Sen.
Tom Udall and New Jersey Rep. Bill Pas-
crell, called the Children’s Sports Athletic
Equipment Safety Act, on March 16. would
give helmet companies nine months to
voluntarily improve standards. If the stan-
dards still fail proper safety tests, the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission would
be required to set mandatory guidelines.

Oliver said. “I've spoken with a number
of top researchers in the country who were
just dumbfounded that he would do it in the
way he did it,and that he would reach the
conclusions that he reached, because that
is just not the case,” Oliver said.

nihmoud@chroniclemail.com

served with (2) eggs (ANY STYLE)

(2) scrambled eggs, choice of
bacon, sausage or ham, served
on choice of spinach, garlic and
herb or honey wheat wrap

8. BELGIUM WAFFLE
choice of bacon, sausage or ham

AVAILABLE
2pm-close

* ALL SPECIALS INCLUDES COFFEE *
AVAILABLE 6am—11am

1. SUPER CHEESEBURGER
2. PATTY MELT
3. VEGGIE BURGER

4. TURKEY BURGER

5. CHAR-GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST SANDWICH
6. CHICKEN CAESAR WRAP

7. HAM & SWISS PANINI

8. SHISH KABOB PLATE

9. PASTRAMI ON RYE

10. CORNED BEEF ON RYE

DRINK INCLUDED

Sweet Potato Fries.
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Aly Bockler of WCIU's "You and Me in the Morning" shows off the stylish neckline of the Horny Toad athletic dress she modeled at Fleet Feet Chicago's Sports
Fashion Show on Nov. 9. The event was the finale to the Chicago location's Fashion Week.

» B=-Ball
Continued from PG. 11

varsity teams of DePaul University.

Past teams have a habit of being enthu-
siastic at first but then collapsing because
of waning student interest, according to
Forrest Frazier, secretary of the Renegades
and junior film and video major.

“It’s the students," Frazier said. "There’s
no way around it. I find it really disap-
pointing that the school can’t generate the
amount of student involvement they want
to have.”

On a brighter note, Frazier said the bas-
ketball team has something that no other
team has: a steady coach. Joe Phillips, who
assists several teams around the area, has
helped the Renegades train in past sea-
sons and will hopefully return, according
to Frazier.

“When I was a freshman [Phillips}
was coaching the basketball team before
things fell apart," Frazier said. "I can say
from personal experience, he knows what
he’s doing."

Hartmann said that to be different from
past teams, Byrd and his recruits need to
do what other successful Renegades teams
do: commit.

“Yeah, they’re not NCAA athletes, but
they still have a commitment to the team,”
Hartmann said. “Sports can be an amazing
opportunity both personally and profes-
sionally,but athletes just need to commit."

Interest meetings will be held at The Loft in
916 S. Wabash Ave. For more information on the
interest meetings or the basketball team, contact
Brian Byrd at brian.byrd@loop.colum.edu, or the
Renegades office at (312) 369-6917.

lwoods@chroniclemail.com

FRESH FOOD FAST

555S. Dearborn | 312-554-8158

We also give you a healthy discount!

10* OFF

for all students and faculty.
Just show your current I.D.

Pockets ® Calzones ® Salads ® Potatoes
* Frozen Yogurt, and More!

Order Online at kingoberry.com.
Use promo code: STUDENTS55

Kingoberry now open inside Pockets

kingoberry.

| www.kingoberry.com
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HOW T10:

Avoid getting sick 1

by Aviva Einhorn
Contributing Writer

TRYING TO minimize your risk of getting a
viral infection this flu season? We all know
what a drag it is to miss your exam review
session because you can’t breathe out of
your nose and your sinuses are making your
head explode.What people tend to forget is
that our lifestyles can significantly impact
our susceptibility to these ailments.

Elvia Ortiz, a registered nurse and certi-

fied diabetes educator at Gottlieb Hospital
in Melrose Park, Ill.,believes good nutrition
is key to maintaining a healthy immune
system and staving off contagions.

“Pulling all-nighters, drinking coffee con-
stantly,careless diets and close quarters are
tendencies associated with the typical col-
lege lifestyle that can result in preventable
illnesses,” Ortiz said.

Changing some bad habits can reduce
your risk of illness, leaving you with no
excuse to miss that review.

Ed Kang THE CHRONICLE

STEP 1: GET SOME VITAMIN C

“A glass of orange juice doesn’t cut it anymore,” Ortiz said. “A sugary
glass of processed orange juice—no matter what clever lines compa-
nies stamp on their products—is not as good a source of vitamin C
as vegetables and fruits.” Regularly pairing foods high in vitamin C,
including oranges, red peppers, kiwi and spinach, with a vitamin
C supplement is a significant step toward a healthy immune system,
according to Ortiz.

STEP 2: AVOID CIGARETTES

“The scientific consensus is that cigarette smoke, with its irritating
effect on lung tissue, can make the body more susceptible to infec-
tions,” Ortiz said. “Lung tissue is an important portal of entry. If white
blood cells and the immune cells lining the lungs and respiratory
tree are weakened and irritated, it's believed to increase chances of
contracting an infection.”

STEP 3: CONSIDER THE WEATHER

Dress appropriately for the weather, not for the cutie in your class.
“Keep your feet warm and dry,” Ortiz said. “Many people accept it as
common wisdom that when their feet get cold and damp, it makes
them more vulnerable to viral infections.” Make time to look through
the laundry for a dry pair of socks.

STEP 4: EAT HEALTHY

“Try to keep your diet mainly whole foods and minimally processed
foods,” Ortiz said. “Processed foods are difficult to avoid. The con-
venience and surface appeal of easy foods like pizza, macaroni and
cheese and Ramen noodles can be hard to resist. But if you're willing
to do the scouting and at times sacrifice a diverse palate, you can
usually conjure up relatively healthy options with a meal plan.”

chronicle@colum.edu

1 Week for$10

with valid sudent ID from Columbia College -« limit 1 per student « limited time offer
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THE OFFICIAL WINGS OF ANYONE WHO WANTS

GREAT WINGS

Bikram Yoga South Loop
Dearborn Station « 47 W. Polk St.
Chicago, IL 60605 + 312.922.9642

Our mouthwatering wings and tasty sides are always
made fresh to order every day at Wingstop. Just try
any of our 9 delicious flavors and make your gameday
Wingtastic! Wingstop - The Wing Experts!

Phone Ahead!
(312) 386-WING (9464)

12 East Harrison | Chicago, IL
Just East of State Street on Harrison

10% Discount

for Columbia College students with valid ID.




Twice-
aked
potatoes,
vegan
optional

by AJ Abelman
Operations Manager

WHETHER RETURNING from a late-night party
or taking a break from an all-nighter for
that big essay, it’s important to answer
when hunger calls. For college students,
it’s also important to save money and time,
since we need our beauty sleep. Plus, let’s
face it: Do you really know how to use all of
those pots and sauté pans your mom sent
you off to college with?

This twice-baked potato is prepared in
the microwave and can be made vegan,
making it a perfect late-night snack. By
replacing all the dairy ingredients with
vegan alternatives, such as Earth Balance
butter, soy milk, Daiya cheese and vegan
sour cream, this gooey snack can be as
animal-friendly as it is delicious.

Begin by puncturing holes all over the
potato with a fork. This is an important

step, as it keeps the potato from explod-
ing in your microwave and causing a mess
you’ll be in no mood to clean up.

Place the punctured potato on a micro-
wave safe plate and rub it liberally with
olive oil. Then, season the outside of the
potato generously with salt and pepper.

Microwave the seasoned potato for
approximately 10 minutes, which should
cook it thoroughly.

When the potato is done and has had a
chance to cool slightly,scoop out the inside
while preserving the skin.The easiest way
to do this is to turn the potato on its side
and cut off the top, length-wise. This will
make it easy to remove the potato’s insides
and put them back in.

Scoop all of the potato’s insides into a
small bowl.Add butter,milk and sour cream

SENSATIONAL
FOOD!

DINEWHERECHICAGO SFINESTDINE

-SINCE1961-

412 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago I1, 60605
312.939.7855

Breakfast * Lunch ¢ Dinner ¢ After Theater
Fine Wines - Great Spirits - Espresso

STUDENT, FACULTY,AND STAFF DISCOUNT 15% MON-THUR
(VOID ONFRIDAY 4P.M. SAT-SUN)

www.artists-cafe.com
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(or other vegan alternatives). Mash until it
is all smoothly blended.Fold in the cheddar
and diced jalapenos. After this,you can add
salt and pepper, to taste.

Spoon your finished mixture back into
the potato skin and top it off with a little
more cheddar and some bacon bits. Pop it
in the microwave for approximately 2 min-
utes or until the cheddar is melted.

This recipe is perfect for any time of the
day and easy to adjust to preference or
dietary restriction. Whether you're in the
mood for something quick to eat during a
busy day or craving something really deli-
cious after a long night, the twice-micro-
waved potato is a great staple for any busy
or stove-fearing chef.

aabelman@chroniclemail.com

INGREDIENTS

1 large russet potato, scrubbed clean
1 tablespoon olive oil

SALT and pepper

1 dollop of butter (or vegan substitute)
SPLASH of milk (or soy milk)

1 tablespoon sour cream (or vegan
substitute)

1 handful of cheddar, grated (or vegan
substitute)

1 tablespoon jalapeno, diced

BACON bits (optional)

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Puncture potato all over with a fork.
2. Rub potato with olive oil, top with salt
and pepper.

3. Microwave on high for 10 minutes.
4. Scoop the potato’s insides into a
small bowl.

5. Add butter, milk and sour cream.
Mash until smooth.

6. Fold in cheddar, jalapeno, salt and
pepper to taste.

7. Put the mixture back into the potato
skin, top with a bit more cheddar and
bacon bits.

8. Microwave for 2 minutes, or until
cheddar is melted.

9. Enjoy!

LOOHINY FOI°
dil aparscinens

GLOSE 6O SCHOOL?

LARGE 2/BD2/BA APARTMENT
FOR RENT

PRINTERS

e

1150 sq. foot apartment perfect for sharing
with two large bedrooms connected to separate
bathrooms. Top floor of building, only 4 apartments
per floor. Laundry on premises, heat included.
Electric separate. Many closets and walls for art,
hardwood floors in living dining, carpet in bedrooms, [
nice bathrooms with granite. Close to AIC, Library,
CTA. Harrison/Dearborn/with great views.

1.-'-
—L
" N

ROW

Move in as soon as December 15, with 1/2 month
free rent or move in January 1. Sublet lease expires

August 31, 2012 and then renewable. $1650 per
month. Small security deposit, will share cost of

Please call 312 915 7602 for appointment.

credit check and processing fees.
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The Albert P. Weisman Award was established in 1974 to encourage
Columbia College Chicago students to complete a body of creative work.
The Weisman Award provides funding to a limited number of students in a
variety of media who need financial assistance in order to finish a
significant project, up to $4,000.

Juniors, seniors, and graduate students enrolled at
Columbia College Chicago are eligible to apply.

The 2012 Weisman Award application is online at colum.edu/weisman
The application deadline is January 6, 2012.

WEISMAN AWARD INFO SESSIONS
Portfolio Center / 623 S. Wabash / Suite 307

%k November 10 3pm
November 29 11am
December 1 4pm
December 7/ 3pm

Find more information and the work of past
Weisman Award winners at colum.edu/weisman

Portfolio Center Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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More than a feast for the eyes
o SEEE
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The Chicago Film Festival will feature movies and tastings centered on Intelligentsia, The Doughnut Vault, 400 1/2 N. Franklin St., and Pleasant House Bakery, 934 W. 31st St.

by Brian Dukerschein
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

CHICAGO HOSTS numerous film festivals,
but only one allows attendees to eat what
they see.

The Chicago Food Film Festival is return-
ing for a second year, from Nov. 18-20, but
this time with a full program of events
and several locally-produced shorts
and documentaries.

According to Chicago Food Film Festival’s
Executive Producer Seth Unger, the idea
behind the festival is to showcase films—
mostly documentaries and narrative and
creative shorts—that are solely devoted to
food. The audience is served the cuisine
featured in the film, often shortly after it
appears onscreen.

Festival goers will be able to sample
doughnuts from The Doughnut Vault, 400
1/2 N.Franklin St.,lowcountry oysters from
South Carolina and savory pies from a
local bakery.

Unger said seeing the food on the
movie screen has a powerful effect on the
sensory experience.

“Without a doubt, food tastes better
when you anticipate it,” Unger said. “One
of the best ways you can anticipate it is to
see beautiful shots of it in motion on a big
screen. The way our festival works is you're
watching those doughnuts get glazed on
the screen,and your eyes get glassy and you
start drooling. Then boom! You look over
and someone is serving you one.”

The Food Film Festival was founded in
2007 in New York City by George Motz, host
of the Travel Channel’s “Made in America.”
According to Unger, the idea came to Motz
after he decided to serve hamburgers at
the 2006 launch of his documentary film,
“Hamburger America.” The festival grew
in size and popularity during the last four
years,and in September 2010 made a quick
stop in Chicago to “say ‘hello’ to the town,”
Unger said.

Festival organizers look for a range of
films to showcase, he said, and their stan-

dards are different from most film festivals.

“When it comes down to what we accept
as submissions, our only requirement is
that [the film] is about food or drink,” Unger
said. “We have some films that are shot
beautifully and look picture perfect. We
have other films that are great conceptu-
ally but weren’t shot very well. At the end
of the day, we're picking what we think is
going to make a great festival not just what
the best films are.”

This year’s festival will feature four
screenings focused on particular themes,
such as the growing farm-to-table move-
ment. There will also be a juried film
competition judged by local culinary
experts, including Chef Michael Kornick
of DMK Burger Bar, 2954 N. Sheffield Ave.,
and journalist, author and radio host
Rick Kogan.

Several films at the festival will feature
local restaurants and businesses, including
Michael Gebert’s “Farm to Barstool,” a short
documentary about Pleasant House Bakery,
934 W. 31st St., where owner and chef Art
Jackson grows the produce for many dishes
on his menu.

“It’s the farm-to-table story told within
two city blocks, which is unusual to me,”
Gebert said. “You'd be hard-pressed to find
it more compressed than that.”

Gebert, a freelance writer and the Chi-
cago editor of the website GrubStreet, has
been shooting food-themed shorts for his
blog, “Sky Full of Bacon,” in which he covers
everything from restaurant reviews to the
history of barbecue.

“[My films are] kind of my calling card[s],”
Gebert said. “I wanted to establish my
name as somebody who had a thoughtful
approach to food and did something that
was entirely mine.”

Last year, editors from the Chicago
Reader approached Gebert about doing a
food-related video feature for their web-
site. He and writer Julia Thiel launched
“Key Ingredient,” a series in which local
chefs challenge each other to create a dish
using an unusual component. Gebert and

Thiel not only managed to attract some of
Chicago’s top chefs, but the two also won
a James Beard Award for Best Multimedia
Food Feature in May 2011.

The visual nature of food and how it is
prepared lend themselves very well to the
screen, Gebert said.

“People like seeing the technique,” he
said.“There’s a pleasure in watching some-
one who does something well. When you
see somebody cutting something 15 times
faster than you can, make a perfect little
brunoise, [one of the most difficult knife
techniques], and not lose a finger, that’s
pretty cool.”

Unger said the festival regularly selects
a food-based charity to donate a portion of
its proceeds, and this year they chose The
Good Food Project,a nonprofit organization
that aims to help children become more
aware of the food they eat by conducting
fruit tastings in local schools.

According to Susan Taylor, The Good
Food Project’s executive director, the orga-
nization has gone into more than 40 local
elementary and high schools to educate
students on the variety of foods available to

Wi

them.The goal,she said, is to teach children
to be critical of the food they eat and be
mindful of how it affects the way they feel.

“We’ve lost our food culture,” Taylor said.
“My experience is that children across the
board are disconnected both from the food
system and from knowing how to take care
of themselves, period.”

Several of the films screened at the festi-
val explore the strong connection between
food and culture, something Unger said
appeals to a wide audience.

“We have guests coming because they’re
hardcore foodies,” he said. “We have guests
coming because they’re filmmakers, and
we have people who don’t care about either
one and just want to have a good time. We
definitely make sure there is plenty of food
and drink, and people leave happy.”

The Chicago Food Film Festival will run
from Nov. 18-20. Events will be held at Kendall
College, 900 N. North Branch St.; and Intel-
ligentsia Roasting Works, 1850 W. Fulton St.
For full details and ticket information, visit
TheFoodFilmFestival.com.

bdukerschein@chroniclemail.com

Courtesy MICHAEL GEBERT

A still of Art Jackson, owner and chef at Pleasant House Bakery, from Michael Gebert’s short documentary,

“Farm to Barstool.”



Free speech turns deadly

HERE IN the
U.S.,we enjoy
the privilege of
criticizing or
speaking out
against whom-
ever or whatever
we want. We can
feel free to decry
corruption in our
political system
and denounce
criminal activity and violence in

our communities.

Unfortunately, our neighbors to the
south do not enjoy these same luxuries.
Drug cartel-related violence in Mexico
has been on the rise recently with a string
of high-profile murders targeting people
who have spoken out against the cartels.
While it’s unfortunately nothing new for
journalists to be the targets of violence for
their coverage of crime and corruption,
Mexican cartels have begun targeting
average citizens who have made unfavor-
able posts on social networking sites
and blogs.

On Sept. 13, the bodies of a man and
woman were found strung up from a
bridge in Nuevo Laredo by their arms and
legs,accompanied by a note that read,
“This will happen to all the Internet
snitches,” followed by a list of anti-cartel
blogs and websites. The bodies showed
signs of torture,and the woman had been
disemboweled. On Sept. 25, the decapitat-
ed body of a web site moderator was found
near a Christopher Columbus statue one
mile from the U.S.border accompanied
by a similar warning. On Nov. 9, the
decapitated body of a man was found next
to that same statue accompanied by a

by Luke Wilusz
Managing Editor

message that read, “This happened to me
because I didn’t understand I shouldn’t
post things on social networking sites.”
These actions are absolutely appalling.
People are being brutally tortured, intimi-
dated, murdered and publicly displayed
in an attempt by cartels to control the
population with fear. Law enforcement in
Mexico seems powerless to stop the vio-
lence and the drug wars, and the govern-
ment as a whole appears to be looking the
other way for the most part.Traditional
media outlets have been targeted with
similar ultraviolence,and many have
become less adamant about covering or
exposing the gangs, presumably out of an

understandable sense of self-preservation.

Now, when ordinary citizens who just
want to go about their daily lives with
some sense of safety and security turned
to the Internet as a source of possible sal-
vation, they have also become targets.

It’s hard to encourage people to stay the
course, to not give into the gangs’ intimi-
dation and continue to speak out about
the hell that their lives have become
despite the very real threat of horrific
reprisal. As a journalist who has never
faced anything even remotely this terrify-
ing, I cannot,in good conscience, encour-
age people to put themselves and their
families in direct danger. However, I have
to admire and commend the courage of
the men and women who do choose to put
everything on the line to make a stand for
the future of their communities and their
children.These people are nothing less
than heroes, and I genuinely hope that
fighting the good fight pays off for them
in the end.

Iwilusz@chroniclemail.com
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Billy Crystal steps in as Oscar host

by Nicole Sperling and
Rebecca Keegan
MCT Newswire

BILLY CRYSTAL stepped in on Nov.10 to host
the 2012 Academy Awards, replacing Eddie
Murphy who bowed out after producer
Brett Ratner left the show under a cloud
of controversy.

Word of Crystal’s appointment came just
90 minutes after telecast producers Brian
Grazer,who replaced Ratner on Nov.9, and
Don Mischer said in an interview that they
had not settled on a host and were mulling
over five candidates.

“Am doing the Oscars so the young
woman in the pharmacy will stop asking
my name when I pick up my prescriptions.
Looking forward to the show,” Crystal said
via Twitter on Nov. 10.

“Bringing Billy back home is a good
thing,” said Tom Sherak, president of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences. “He’s funny. He’s a comic by trade,
and he’s an iconic Oscar host.”

Crystal is a veteran of the broadcast,
having hosted the show eight times
between 1990 and 2004. At 63, Crystal will
be a dramatic shift from the 2011 emcees,
actors James Franco and Anne Hathaway,
who were chosen in part because of their
supposed appeal to younger viewers.

Meanwhile, Sherak said on Nov. 10 that
he hoped the Ratner episode wouldn’t
cause the academy lasting harm, and he
pledged to work “really hard getting the
tarnish off.”

Ratner, director of such popcorn films as
“Rush Hour” and the newly released “Tower
Heist,” was touted as someone who could

jazz up the program and draw a bigger audi-
ence.But he came under fire after a Q-and-
A session following a screening of “Tower
Heist,” during which he uttered an anti-gay
slur. He then went on Howard Stern’s Sirius
XM radio show on Nov.7 and talked explic-
itly regarding his sex life.

Ratner later apologized for the slur, call-
ing it “a dumb and outdated way of express-
ing myself” and said that “as a storyteller,
I should have been much more thoughtful
about the power of language and my choice
of words.” Sherak called Ratner’s remarks
“inappropriate” but said the academy didn’t
plan to remove him from his Oscar-produc-
ing position. But Ratner ended up stepping
aside Tuesday.

Sherak said Thursday that he was
unaware of the Stern broadcast when he
issued his initial statement of support
for Ratner.

“I didn’t hear Howard Stern until that
night,” Sherak said. “Thank god my wife
didn’t hear it. I was appalled... Brett called
me the next day. He said, ‘Tom, I need to
resign.’ I said, “Thank you.”

Sherak said he got many phone calls plus
approximately 50 emails from members
angry about Ratner.

“People were upset,” Sherak said. “It’s
their organization, and people need to
speak out when they are upset.”

The first order of business is producing
the show, which airs live on Feb. 26,2012.

“We are still ahead of where we were last
year with the show,” Sherak said “We didn’t
have a host last year until two weeks later
than now.”

chronicle@colum.edu

If you'’re creative and interested in story and
writing, check out the award-winning Fiction
Writing Department. Our courses will improve
your writing, reading, speaking, listening, and
creative problem-solving skills.

Useful for every major!

For information visit Oasis* or the Fiction Writing
Department, 12th floor, 624 S. Michigan, or call

(312) 369-7611.

*You can add classes online until 12 midnight
1.23.12 on Oasis. See your department aadvisor
with questions.
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Theaterin space [

by Brian Dukerschein
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

THAT'S NO moon—it’s a debut theatrical
production.

Evanston’s Piccolo Theatre, 600 Main St.,
is premiering “Space Wars,” a play inspired
by multiple science fiction television series
and feature films, and written and per-
formed in the style of traditional Victorian
British pantomime, or “panto.”

The play tells the story of Mark Sleep-
walker, a young man who wants to escape
his dreary existence of working in a diner
and live a life of adventure. He eventually
breaks free and meets the Princess Ha’el,
whom he must prove himself worthy to
marry. On his journey he encounters
evil queens, android clones and other
intergalactic characters.

gain admittance to London’s two licensed
theaters. What started as a mixture of
vaudeville, literary burlesque and children’s
fairy tales eventually evolved into a popular
family tradition,with theaters throughout
Great Britain staging panto productions
every holiday season.

Panto theater involves a number of
established traditions, including slapstick
comedy, bad puns and cross-dressing, said
Nicole Keating, the play’s director. Pantos
often feature a principal male character
played by awoman and a “Dame,” a comedic
female character performed by a man. In
keeping with those practices, Sleepwalker
is played by actress Berner Taylor, and his
mother, Susie, the production’s Dame, is
played by Andrew Puckett.

“Space Wars” is the third panto written
by Jessica Puller, a local playwright who

As a director, it was important to honor all of the traditions
that come along with [panto], but at the same time not
alientate audience members by doing things that seem

too odd or foreign.”

According to Kathleen Perkins, associ-
ate professor of theatre at Columbia, panto
started in the late 18th-century and early
19th-century England as a response to a
growing suburban audience who could not

—Nicole Keating

describes herself as the “world’s biggest
Trekkie” with a fondness for this particular
variety of theater.

“I find it to be a very rewarding chal-
lenge,” Puller said. “It’s a script that’s con-
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“Space Wars” cast members, from left: Kirk Osgood as PC, Berner Taylor as Mark Sleepwalker and Cas-

sandra Quinn as Mac.

stantly changing, constantly in a state of
flux, which makes it unique each time it’s
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