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Give debt relief, get votes

THOSE LIKE me,
with insurmount-
able amounts of
debt and a lower-
middle class life-
style on the hori-
zon, have reason
to celebrate.

Thanks to
President Barack
Obama’s new
programs, college
graduates will now have monthly loan
payments of 10 percent of their income
rather than 15 percent, and loans will be
forgiven after 20 years instead of 25. Not
only that, but students who have taken
out a mixture of direct federal loans and
loans under the Family Federal Loan Pro-
gram will have the debt consolidated at a
lower interest rate. Right now, the estima-
tion is that the new programs combined
will positively affect more than 6 million
borrowers.

With numbers that high, I'm sure I
wasn’t the only college student who felt
some relief at this news. Sure, student
debt is still astronomical, but any help
we can get while starting out our post-
grad lives is much appreciated. This is a
positive step for higher education, and it
seems no one—except recent grads who
aren’t able to get in on this deal—could
possibly criticize the changes.

But, as is often the case in politics,
nothing is ever that simple. Many
Republicans in Congress have opposed
the changes because, as Sen. Mike Enzi

by Brianna Wellen
Editor-in-Chief

(R-Wyo.) put it, the plan was crafted
behind closed doors. Skeptics are now
claiming the entire plan was a way for
the president to “buy” the youth vote in
the upcoming presidential election.

Obama isn’t “buying” votes. He made
a promise, as the leader of our country,
to alleviate the financial burden of post-
graduate debt that will help not only col-
lege students’ debt load for years to come,
but also end up stimulating our economy,
helping the nation as a whole. Yes, the
direct benefactors of this change are the
“youth vote,” and I'll admit that actions
such as these may affect how many col-
lege students vote in the upcoming elec-
tion. It’s certainly given me one more
reason to vote Obama rather than
anyone else.

Instead of griping about Obama’s
attempts to win over young people, those
in Congress, Democrats and Republicans
alike, should be looking forward to the
next steps to alleviate debt across the
country.They should also realize that
when actions help the people of the
U.S.—the same people who the president
is meant to lead and serve—they will in
turn support those putting the actions
into motion. It’s not a system of “buying”
votes. It’s basic politics.

So thank you, Obama, for helping
students out. Hopefully the naysayers
will see the positive outcome of these
changes and put more actions like these
into motion.

bwellen@chroniclemail.com

Corrections from the Oct. 24 issue

In the Oct. 24 issue of The Chronicle, in the story “Questions raised, not salaries,”
Mark Kelly was referred to as the vice president of Academic Affairs. He is actually
the vice president of Student Affairs. The Chronicle apologizes for this error.
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and Social Sciences professor—and allowed
bidders to have lunch and an intelligent
conversation with him, said Pattie Mack-
enzie, chair of the event and assistant dean
of the School of Media Arts.

Although the auctioned items are donat-
ed, the 2011 fundraiser goal may be hard to
achieve because faculty and staff have not
had a raise, Mackenzie said.

Each dollar donated to the scholarship
fund is matched by the college, unless
alumni donate a dollar to the scholarship
outside of the event.Then, the college adds
an additional dollar.

“It’s way too much work when you're
volunteering your time to do it,” Macken-
zie said. “It’s really a strain.”

The vastness of the 160-item auction
also allows members to explore other
departments’ artwork and discover artis-
tic talent that faculty and staff may not
otherwise get a chance to display, she said.

“It’s not just a party to have fun,” said
Wayne Tukes, event committee member
and college adviser. “It’s also to build a
sense of community and raise resources
for students.”

Tukes said he’d like to see a continuation
of new members in order to contribute the
most innovative ideas each year.

The committee currently has 25 volun-

teers, which grew from “a handful” last
year but isn’t enough to sufficiently expand
the event in the future, Mackenzie said.

A lack of committee members limited
the overall attendance capacity to only
faculty and staff this year, as it was in pre-
vious years, beside student participants
from Mackenzie’s Organizational Behav-
ior course in the Arts, Entertainment and
Media Management Department.

But with the growing amount of mem-
bers and new additions to the event, such
as the screenings and readings, Mackenzie
said preparing for the event was both hard
work and a joy. In the future, she’d like to
get alumni and students involved, she said.

Kim Livingstone, executive assistant
for Campus Environment and Master of
Fine Arts alumna, bucked the trend of non-
participation by alumni because she was
part of the committee.

She said participating in the event gave
her an opportunity to meet members of
the college and make a difference from a
student’s perspective.

“[I’'m] very happy with the turnout,”
Livingstone said. “Hopefully we can con-
tinue this year after year and raise as much
money as we can for scholarships for stu-
dents to continue their education, go out
into the world and come back and give
to Columbia.”

Ischulz@chroniclemail.com

Someone You Should TRRMwmwm

SELENA
WATKINS

/

Courtesy SELENA WATKINS\

Name: Selena Watkins
Year: Sophomore
Major/Minor: Music

I’'m always finding ways to express myself through visual art, music and writing,
while contributing to environmental and spiritual awareness. | won a $1,000
scholarship as a top participant in an environmental awareness organization. The
experience inspired me to design my own program for middle schoolers,set to begin
in January 2012. In the future, | plan to have an art show and create songwriting
projects. Currently, ’'m an officer of the Columbia Songwriter’s Guild.
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Mark Kelly receives regional award

by Alexandra Kukulka
Assistant Campus Editor

STUDENTS ARE eager to get involved in
Columbia activities and programs, but no
one stops to think of the hard work put into
making the programs happen. The credit
can be given to one man: Mark Kelly, vice
president of Student Affairs.

Because of his efforts, Kelly is the recipi-
ent of the 2011 NASPA IV-East Outstanding
Performance as a Senior Student Affairs
Officer Award. President Warrick L. Carter
nominated Kelly for the award in Sep-
tember 2011, also giving Kelly the oppor-
tunity to win a future national award.

File photo

Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Affairs, is the
recipient of the 2011 NASPA IV-East Outstanding
Performance as a Senior Student Affairs Officer
regional award by NASPA.

NASPA is an association representing
student affairs administration in higher
education,according to the NASPA website.

Kelly created a whole new environment
on and off campus that has improved stu-
dent satisfaction during the last 11 years,
Carter said.

It is because of his efforts to increase
student involvement around the campus
that he was recommended for this award,
according to Carter.

“There was no direct connection [before]
between inside the classroom and outside
the classroom,” Carter said. “Mark and his
team [have] done that,and therefore, we’ve
made this a much more welcoming, conge-
nial and enjoyable place for students.”

Carter created the position of vice presi-
dent of Student Affairs when he came to the
college in 2000.

At that time, there were only 10 student
organizations on campus, compared to the
hundreds of organizations there are today,
Carter said.

According to Kelly, there were student
service offices before a Student Affairs office
came on campus, but those offices were
scattered around campus and weren’t seen
as a solid unit.

“I think it is fair to say 11 years ago, there
was no sense of community for Colum-
bia students,” Kelly said. “There were no
places to hang out, and there were no
special events.”

According to Carter, the students who
attended Columbia 11 years ago did not feel
positive about the institution.

Columbia students have made an effort
to get involved during the last few years
because of Manifest, Student Convocation
and the Student Government Association,

The main criteria is making an impact on the campus and
looking at what they have done to better the institution
since they have been [hired].”

Kelly said. Galleries and lounges have also
been created around campus for students
to get together and collaborate.

“Even though we don’t have a student
center, we have so many places where stu-
dents can congregate, build community
and look at each others’ work,” Kelly said,
adding he isvery honored to win this award.

The NASPA IV-East region award covers
the Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illi-
nois, Indiana,Iowa and Ohio areas,accord-
ing to William Mattera, awards chair for
NASPA IV-East region. Any student affairs
representative in the region is eligible for
the nomination. However,the main require-
ment for this award is that the president
from the university writes the nomination,
he added.

“The main criteria is making an impact
on the campus and looking at what they
have done to better the institution since
they have been [hired],” Mattera said.

Mattera said the choice was made by a
committee of five from across the region
who have different backgrounds and
come from different institutions in the
educational field.

Kelly had a very strong nomination
that resonated well with the committee,
he added.

“Kelly’s nomination had a lot of talk

-William Mattera

about impact on students, integrating aca-
demic and student affairs and creating a
total experience for students,” Materra said.

When being reviewed, each nominee
gets evaluated individually and gets a score
based on the nomination. A reviewer will
then pass the points on to Mattera, who
keeps record of the scores.The highest aver-
age score wins.

Winners of the regional awards automati-
cally get a chance to compete for a national
award called the Scott Good Knight Award,
Mattera said.

However, educators who lost the
regional award can still be nominated
for the national award, as well as other
educators who did not compete for the
regional award.

Overall, Columbia has become a “special”
place, Kelly said. With every year that passes
the freshmen get more involved around
campus, especially this year’s freshmen,
he added.

“The new students feel like they are part
of a community,” Kelly said. “They are proud
tobe at Columbia. When you start believing
you are in a special place, then you start
becoming more motivated, more focused
and doing better work in the classroom.”

akukulka@chroniclemail.com

Prioritization teams

blueprint

Departments, offices to
complete informational forms
for prioritization process

by Heather Schroering
Campus Editor

THE SECOND of the four-part,yearlong Blue-
print Prioritization process is in motion,as
of Oct.28.

On Oct. 25, an email from the Academic
and Support and Operations teams was sent
out to faculty and staff members announc-
ing the data collection segment of the pro-

programs

cess,in which every department and office
on campus must complete informational
forms,which were attached in the email, to
be submitted to a chain of individuals who
will review the forms.

“It is a comprehensive view of what
we're doing at the college as a whole,” said
Suzanne Blum Malley, associate professor
in the English Department and member
of the Academic Team. “This is the kind of
thing that, if done well, [will provide| the
college with a huge amount of strategic
underpinnings to move forward.”

According to Malley, the teams have

BLUEPRINT PRIORITIZATION PROGRAM
INFORMATION REQUEST (PIR)

Academic Team

1

Support &
Operations Team

1

CENTERS &

INSTRUCTIONAL DEPARTMENTS

created three Program Information Request
forms, two developed by the Academic Team
and one by the Support and Operations
Team.The Academic Team provided forms

NoN-DEGREE PROGRAMS

SuPPORT & OPERATIONS

Ed Kang THE CHRONICLE

for instructional departments, centers and
non-degree programs, such as the library,

» SEE PRIORITIZATION, PG. 10

10/31/11

Scholarship Awareness

Join Student Financial Ser-
vices for scholarship searches
and application processes.
12-1p.m.,, 3 -4 p.m.

600 S. Michigan Ave.
3rd floor

11/1/11

Ashley Butler Reading

Author of the essay collec-
tion “Dear Sound of Footstep”
visits Columbia for a reading.
5:30 p.m.

618 S. Michigan Ave.
Stage Two, 2nd floor

11/4/11

Bob Sirott, FOX co-anchor

11/5/11

Open Doors: Gala 2011

Guest Speaker Bob Sirott, co-
anchor of FOX Chicago News,
speaks to Columbia. 5:30 p.m.

1104 S. Wabash Ave.
8th floor

Honoring Linda Johnson
Rice with the inaugural Chi-
cago Legacy Award. Contact
Brent Caburnay for tickets.

1632 S. State St.
Media Production Center

11/5/11

Splendora Performance

Theater show based on
Splendora, Texas, where the
residents beat the heat with
gossip. 2:00 — 4:15 p.m.

72 E. 11th St.
New Studio Theatre
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Faculty fiction books become reality

by Lisa Schulz
Assistant Campus Editor

LIKE A rushing river in the rural Midwest,
some short stories are quickly written and
flow on,while others dry up in obsolete val-
leys,remaining hopeless until it rains with
purpose again.

Columbia’s Fiction Writing Department
enjoyed a flood of 12 recently released books
written by alumni and faculty members
including five that are to be released within
the next year.

Included are a range of publications, from
digital collections of stories to physical
novels. Some of the authors’ projects were
previously published in literary journals
and anthologies, while other stories have
been in the making for decades.

“As a writer, it is a rather tricky thing to
break into the publishing world,” said Patty
McNair, acting chair and associate profes-
sor in the Fiction Writing Department. “It’s
not so hard to break through in pieces, but
in one large swoop, it’s hard.”

McNair, who began teaching at Colum-
bia in 1988 after receiving her Masters of
Fine Arts degree from Columbia, is also the
author of the story collection “The Temple
of Air,” which was released on Sept. 1.
Included are some of her oldest works from
when she was first an instructor.

The book’s first short story is based on
teenagers who witnessed a car crash; the
overall story is “haunting” because “it’s like
a dream you can’t quite escape,” McNair
said.The series’ stories,which are based in
the rural Midwest, introduce main charac-
ters and combine several characters and
plots along the way, such as their parents
and victims of the crash, she said.

Her work was published by Elephant
Rocks Books, a development she attributes
to networking with Jotham Burrello, an
adjunct faculty member, and “being in the
right place at the right time.”

However, if the stories hadn’t been previ-
ously published in magazines and journals,
the collection may not have been consid-
ered, she said.

It is kind of dark, and at certain times in our country’s
history, particularly after 2001, people were reluctant to
publish dark material because we were in a dark place.”

-Patty McNair

1 Week for$1()

with valid sudent ID from Columbia College * limit 1 per student ¢ limited time offer

Bikram Yoga South Loop
Dearborn Station - 47 W. Polk St.
Chicago, IL 60605 < 312.922.9642

Sara Mays THE CHRONICLE

Geoff Hyatt, adjunct faculty in the Fiction Writing Department and the author of “Birch Hills at World’s End.”

“Short story collections are [difficult]
to [find] support for,” McNair said. “Also,
because it is kind of dark, and at certain
times in our country’s history, particularly
after 2001, people were reluctant to pub-
lish dark material because we were in a
dark place.”

Today, audiences are more willing to
experience these stories, she said.

Another short-story author and adjunct
faculty member in the Fiction Writing
Department, Megan Stielstra,also reserved
stories for after 9/11.

She faced the same challenges when
searching for a publishing company, receiv-
ing rejection letters from several publish-

ers that initially displayed interest in her
writing but not in the form of a collection,
she said.

Despite her passion for short stories,
Stielstra took suggestions from publica-
tions and composed a novel in an effort to
connect with them, McNair said.

In the midst of writing her novel, Stiel-
stra found a contest on the Twitter pages
of Canada-based publication companies,
Joyland and ECW Press. She won, allowing
the company to adapt the Chicago-inspired
collection into electronic form.

After the editors told her they had

» SEE FICTION, PG. 10

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Concert

Monday October 31
Jazz Guitar Ensemble 1 in Concert

Blues Ensemble 2 in Concert

Tuesday November 1

Wednesday November 2

Thursday November 3

Groove Band 1 & 2 in Concert

Friday November 4
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby

Jazz Forum

Mike Ruby Senior Recital

Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance 3 in Concert

R&B Ensemble: Showcase in Concert

Pop Jazz Fusion Ensemble in Concert

Pop Rock Ensemble: Showcase in Concert

Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance/Latin in Concert

* All Concerts are FREE. For more information call 312-369-6300

Events

12:00 pm

7:00 pm

12:00 pm

7:30 pm

12:00 pm

7:00 pm

12:00 pm

7:00 pm

12:00 pm
2:00 pm

7:00 pm
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$5 MENU ITEMS

QUICK SERVICE

BREAKFAST « LUNCH ¢ DINNER
EAT IN OR CARRY OUT

$5

Wine ¢ Beer ¢ Cocktails

3 @BodegaN5
f BodegaN5

OPEN
6:30am — 5:00pm Sunday thru Thursday
7am — 10pm Friday & Saturday

4

Bodega N.5 is located
just beneath Mercat a la Planxa
on the corner of
Michigan Ave. & Balbo Dr.

638 S. Michigan Ave.
312.542.3605
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THE NEW
LOST GENERATION

Default, debt hint at trouble in
long term for millennials

by Darryl Holliday
Associate Editor

JOURDAN ROBLES has done everything right.

Having graduated from Columbia in
December 2010 with a degree in theatre,
the 23-year-old newlywed is keeping up
with payments when it comes to her
student loans.

But she’s still approximately $35,000
in debt.

When you take into account the student
loan debt of her husband, also a Columbia
alumnus whose concentration was music
business, their joint debt is nearly $60,000.

“I think I went about [my loans] as well as
any 19-year-old could have,” she said.

Even though they chose to pursue
degrees in the notoriously unremunera-
tive arts, the couple still finds the pressures
of owing so much money stressful. Like
many college graduates from Columbia as
well as nationwide, they are increasingly
feeling the heavy weight of debt—leading
many to default in staggering numbers and
become saddled with higher interest rates
as punishment.

The Chronicle’s review of Illinois school
default rates, provided by the U.S. Depart-

stands at 4.6 percent for 2009—the latest
figures available.

By contrast, in 2009 the University of
Chicago and Northwestern University had
relatively low default rates of 1.1 and 1.2
percent, respectively, Robert Morris Uni-
versity and the School of the Art Institute
of Chicago were above the national average
at 5.8 and 6.9 percent, respectively, while
Loyola University and DePaul university
had rates of 3.5 and 2.4 percent.

Numerous attempts to contact Colum-
bia’s administration for comment
were unsuccesful.

The high default rate may reflect Colum-
bia’s nontraditional students, who studies
suggest are at greater risk of default, the
intense competition for creative jobs and
the reality that many jobs in the arts do
not pay well. Columbia’s default rate, like
the national average, has risen steadily in
recent years.

Now approaching an all-time high of
more than $1 trillion, overall student debt
is due to surpass overall consumer credit
card debt for the first time ever.

Similarities to the 2008 mortgage crisis
have prompted many experts to cite
the increasing student debt as the next

Watching the interest rate grow and grow made me
physically sick. So | just kept making payments.”

ment of Education, shows that Columbia,
a private not-for-profit college, has the
highest rate of students defaulting on their
loans of any major private, not-for-profit,
four-year college in the city of Chicago
(schools that don’t offer master’s degree
programs were excluded from this list).

A student loan is considered in default
when non-payment of a monthly install-
ment has persisted for 270 days. So, put
another way, Columbia students are more
likely to fall out of compliance with student
loans than the largest private, not-for-profit
city schools,according to federal data. Like-
wise, Columbia, with a 7.4 percent default
rate, is in excess of the average national
default rate for private schools, which

-Jourdan Robles

financial bubble.

According to the 2010 factbook of the col-
lege’s Office of Research, Evaluation and
Planning, Columbia students get roughly
66 percent of their financial aid money
through government loans, 15 percent from
government grants, 11 percent through
private loans from corporations such as
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 7 percent
or so from Columbia scholarships, such
as the—Fischetti Award—and less than
1 percent comes from external scholar-
ships. Seventy-four percent of Columbia
students receive one of these forms of aid,
the majority of which contain a mix of
Stafford unsubsidized loans (64 percent)
and Stafford subsidized loans (59 percent),

Ting Shen THE CHRONICLE

Jourdan Robles, Columbia alumna, is unlike the vast number of college grads—she has been paying off
her student loans since freshman year and has never defaulted. Robles currently resides in the Pilsen

neighborhood with her husband, Danny.

among others.

The factbook further breaks down those
loans into demographics—an important
factor in understanding default.

According to a 2009 study from research-
ers at Indiana University, titled “What
Matters Most in Student Loan Deficit: A
Review of the Research Literature,” age,
race, family structure,income and academ-
ic enrollment eventually come into play
regarding a student’s likelihood of default.

“I think it’s an emerging problem,” said
Jacob P. K. Gross, assistant professor of

— oo
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Area Schools’ Default Rates .
(in %) in 2007, 2008, and 2009 .
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—
— o
2 2 2 2 B 2 17
S e 1 & 1 & 1 G 1 & [ P
University of Loyola DePaul School of the Art  Columbia College Roosevelt
Chicago University University Institute of Chicago Chicago University

higher education at the University of Lou
isville and co-author of the default study.
“What’s happened in the U.S.is that people
used to pay for college primarily through
grants and then they’d take out loans—we
have reversed that 100 percent.For the most
part now, people use loans and [then] grants
to clean up the rest. Loan debt has been
increasing a lot because of that.At the same
time we’ve got a struggling economy. With
a combination of those things,you’d expect
higher default. It’s really problematic.”

While it could seem at first glance that
Columbia is at fault when it comes to a
higher-than-average default rate, Gross
said that may not be the case. Columbia’s
mission statement involves a mostly open
enrollment process that is geared toward
providing students of all incomes and eth-
nicities with a chance at a good education—
students who may typically be passed up
at more prestigious colleges that employ a
more selective enrollment process and are
frequently less diverse.

Columbia’s diversity,while likely contrib-
uting to a higher default rate, is one of its
strengths.While black students make up 16
percent of the school, Hispanic/Latino stu-
dents 10 percent and white students com-
prise 62 percent, minority students across
the board receive more financial aid dollars:
85 percent of black students, 93 percent of
Hispanic/Latino students and 72 percent for
white students.



However, the fact remains that minority
and low-income students are more likely to
default on loans, largely through systemic
racism and significantly lower levels of
post-grad employment,according to Gross.

“My fear is that open-access schools that
try hard to graduate their students will be
penalized [for higher than average default
rates],” Gross said, noting that those schools
play an important role in society because
they are open to students of all incomes
and backgrounds—not just the rich. “My
issue with default rates is that they are cor-
related with things like how much money
students have, how many low-income stu-
dents there are and how many students of
color are enrolled.”

As early as the 1970s, the emphasis in fed-
eral higher education policy began shift-
ing away from grants and toward loans as
the principal means of providing financial
assistance to low and moderate income
families, according to the report.

However, it still isn’t clear what role and
to what degree a college contributes to
student default.

“There’s some evidence that some col-
leges can play a more direct role in help-
ing students not default once they go into
repayment,” Gross said. “It’s not that col-
leges can’t do anything, it’s just that people
who research this aren’t sure what colleges
can specifically do.”

Some experts feel the full extent of the
crisis will take years to play out before the
opportunities lost to this generation can
be assessed.

“Ithink we’ll continue to see increases in
the default rate and the impact of default
will [affect] every aspect of a person’s life,”
Gross said. This could conceivably mean
deferring marriage, home buying, birth

Red and Purple
by Adewole Abioye

One Day At A Time
by David DeVries

Two-Headed Boy
by Katherine Hurley

Parallel
by Marques Jones

Ay, Amor
by Michael Zarowny
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of children, entrepreneurism and philan-
thropic activities.

A recent study by Generation Oppor-
tunity, a nonprofit public engagement
group, found that 77 percent of 18-29 year
olds will delay a major life change due to
economic factors.

Robles, to a certain degree, is an outlier
who is comfortable with her choices.

“What I'm most in debt for is living [in
Chicago],” she said. “Columbia is expensive,
but it’s also expensive to play here and it’s
expensive to eat here.”

Though she lives in Pilsen—a relatively
cheap and increasingly popular area for
artistically inclined 20-somethings—the
cost of living, along with debt, makes it
necessary to live frugally.

What's happened in the U.S. is that
people used to pay for college pri-
marily through grants and then they'd
take out loans—we have reversed
that 100 percent.

-Jacob P, K. Gross

Robles is better off than most recent
grads—she’s been paying off her loans ever
since her freshman year, having paid for
most of that first year with savings she
accumulated in high school.

Despite nearly $400 monthly payments
between her federal and private loans—not
including her husband’s loans—Robles said
she has never defaulted.

“I have a 15.5 percent interest rate and
that was on [approximately] 16 or so thou-
sand [dollars],” she said. “Watching the

66.2%

Government Grants

Columbia Scholarships

6.4% / External Scholarships
0.9%

Private Loans

Zach Stemerick THE CHRONICLE

Dollar amount distribution of Columbia’s financial aid, 2009-2010

interest rate grow and grow made me phys-
ically sick.So I just kept making payments.”
Robles uses phrases like “lump sum” and
“repayment” with an ease suggesting hours
spent researching. She said her mother
made it clear what she, as a young college
student,would be getting into financially—
also that she was on her own when it came
to being on top of it. Her grandmother co-
signed her first loan, but Robles has largely
managed her own repayments since then.
She said many people she knows who are
defaulting share a certain attitude—some-
thing of an “I'll-just-go-to-grad-school-
and-defer” attitude. The result is to put off

dealing with repayments.
“I think a lot has to do with how they

started off when they finish school,” she
said, noting that graduates are in debt
before they even receive a diploma. “And
you still have to feed yourself, and you
can have a million roommates, but it’s too
much.They just can’t get out from underit.”

This feeling is shared by millions of col-
lege students who, through lack of proper
planning,socioeconomic circumstances or
relatively unmarketable majors, find them-
selves in debt and under-employed.

“The New Lost Generation” will continue next
week when the Chronicle looks into the history

of the student loan crisis.

dholliday@chroniclemail.com

Half
by Alex Bohs

Stoplight
by Subo Cha

10 Hour Power Shower
by Kevin Cline & Dylan Ptak

Shortsical!
by Michael Gleeson

Almost Where
by Tom Leduc

Joe
Vicente DiNuno & Ryan Kohler

Egglixir of Love
by Claudia Rosario Olvera &
Douglas Adduci

Through the Cracks
by Austin Vesely

COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO’S FILM & VIDEO DEPARTMENT PRESENTS
TAKE 1 FILM FESTIVAL

A JURIED FESTIVAL FEATURING THE BEST OF
MOVING IMAGE PRODUCTION | AND Il STUDENT FILMS

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2011

FILM ROW CINEMA

1104 SOUTH WABASH, 8TH FLOOR

RECEPTION 5:30 PM

FOOD AND BEVERAGES WILL BE SERVED
FESTIVAL SCREENING 6:00 PM

AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED
FREE ADMISSION

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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Students participate in a skating party during 24-Hour Night on Oct. 27 at Stage Two in the 618. S. Michigan Ave. Building. The stage was constructed specifically for

the event. There was also a pumpkin carving event held the same night, which was on the fourth floor of the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building.

FINANCIAL
REGISTRATION
HOLDS BEGAN O
OCTOBER 1/TH

ensure your ability to register for the upcoming semester.

Student Financial Services homepage colum.edu/sfs. If you are

dropping into the office in person.

Cdumbm

C OLLEGE CAGDO

STUDENT

SFS

SERVICES

If a Financial Registration Hold was recently placed on your account you
were notified via LoopMail. Be sure to resolve any hold immediately to

For information on resolving a hold visit the SFS News section on the

unsure how to resolve your hold contact SFS at 866.705.0200 or by

FINANCIAL

N

24-Hour
Night

by Tim Shaunnessey
Contributing Writer

HALLOWEEN WAS celebrated in dis-
tinctive Columbia fashion last week
with 24-Hour Night, a deceptively
titled event which lasted from
Oct.26-28.

The 24-Hour Night Kickoff Party,
featuring free pizza, dancing and
student performances, was the
first of the festivities. The event
was organized by One Tribe, the
Student Programming Board and
Multicultural Affairs.

“I thought there was a great turn
out,” said Nicki Butler, senior radio
major who deejayed the event. “The
crowd was good [and] the performanc-
eswere solid. I thought it was a pretty
great mix.”

Casey Gold, senior arts, enter-
tainment and media manage-
ment major and student ambas-
sador for SPB, remarked on the
creative mix of entertainment and
student involvement.

“We’re not just rehashing what is
already out there,” Gold said. “[The
student acts] are up there doing their
original work.”

Gold was pleased with the ever-
increasing numbers of freshmen
the events attracted and that so
many students stayed through
whole events.

“More people are attending these
events,and it’s reflective of the energy
[at Columbia],” Gold said.

The activities on Oct. 27 included
pumpkin carving, which was spon-
sored by the International Student
Organization and held on the fourth
floor of the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Build-
ing.They also featured a skating party
at Stage Two in the same building,
where a skating rink was constructed.

James Girardier and Sean Nixon,
sophomore film majors, attended
the events on Oct. 27 and enjoyed
the doings.

“We have class on Halloween, so this
gives us an opportunity to dress up and
be weirdos,”Girardier said. “The fact
thatit’sspread over three days makesit
more accessible.”

The festivities concluded with the
Creepy Coming-Out Ball on Oct. 28,
hosted by Common Ground and The
Muggles Association of Columbia.

“Here are two very different clubs,”
said Jesus Torres, president of the
Muggles Association and a member
of Common Ground. “One is very
serious, involved in activism, and
then you have a special interest
club. To combine both of those, you
bring people [who] are interested
in everything.”

All the festivities offered a break
for the stresses of midterms and a
safe way for Columbia students to
celebrate Halloween.

“[24-Hour Night doesn’t] just show
off our talents.,” Gold said. “It’s us
giving students a safe place to party,
and there are so many things to keep
people’s interest piqued.”

chronicle@colum.edu



» BRAZILE

Continued from Front Page

she played herself. She was very excited
about the experience and was eager to learn
her lines, she told the crowd.

To get into her role, Brazile started to
imagine her co-star as Emanuel and deliv-
ered her lines in the fierce way that was
expected of her, she told the audience.

“I've known Rahm since the ’84 cam-
paign,” Brazile said. “He’s Mayor Rahm
Emanuel to you all, but he’s still Rahm [to
me]. He calls me ‘trouble.”

During any filming, actors receive trail-
ers, Brazile went on to explain. She was
shocked to see her trailer, as well as the
clothes, shoes and hair stylist that came
along with it.

“[I saw] my name, ‘Donna Brazile’ and
I was like, ‘Wow,”” Brazile said. “I never
thought I could get a trailer. My family got
a trailer after [Hurricane] Katrina, but it
wasn'’t this kind of trailer.”

It was this personal connection that
Brazile presented in her speech that really
grabbed students’ attention.

“Donna Brazile’s [speech]| was very intel-
ligent, and she went about it in a very
personable way,” said Carrie Jones, senior
American Sign Language and English inter-
pretation major,who attended the event.

According to Brazile, politicians are
not artists in the sense of fine art. How-
ever, some politicians know how to dance
around the truth,which is not the way she
does it, she said.

Washington D.C.is a city that uses traffic
circles to give Americans a false sense of
hope that things are moving, when really
they are moving in a circle, Brazile said.

When politics move in a circular motion,

Americans become concerned that no one
is paying attention to them, Brazile said.

“There is a crisis of confidence in most
of our institutions and a lack of trust for
those we simply disagree with,” she said.
“More than two-thirds of all Americans
—that includes Republicans, Democrats
and Independents—believe the country is
headed in the wrong direction.”

Americans feel this way because there
was awhole decade of overspending, Brazile
said. She remembered a meeting discuss-
ing the surplus with Vice President Al Gore,
which won't be the case this year.

The country is $14 trillion in debt
because of the Sept. 11 attacks, tax
cuts soon after and the war in Iraq,
she added.

According to Brazile,voters are capable of
changing this by looking for the best com-
bination of leaders who will give them the
results they want.

“Washington is going to remain broken,”
she said. “I don’t believe that we are going
to send the right people to fix it.”

Brazile has felt this way for a long time,
citing the disappointment she felt during
Hurricane Katrina.

“Ihad to [decide] to either go out and talk
about my anger or roll up my sleeves and
decide to work with government officials,”
Brazile said.

After much thought, Brazile decided to
work and went on to help then-President
George W. Bush in the crisis, she said. By
doing this, she motivated students to
create change.

“This is our moment,and we should seize
it,” Brazile said. “Why you? Because there is
no better. Why now? Because tomorrow is
not soon enough.”

akukulka@chroniclemail.com

CAMPUS | OCTOBER 31,2011 | THE CHRONICLE 9

FEATURED PHOTO

Sara Mays THE CHRONICLE

Lisa Ruan carves a design on her pumpkin during the Pumpkin Carving Contest, one of the 24-Hour Night
events, on Oct. 27. It was held in the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building and hosted by the International Student
Organization. For video of the event, visit ColumbiaChronicle.com.

Student Financial Services, in partnership with Enroliment Management
Services and the Portfolio Center, is pleased to announce our second
annual Scholarship Awareness Week!

During this week, the Office of Student Financial Services will host daily
workshops covering valuable scholarship application topics, such as:

¢ The application process and timeframe

* What makes a strong essay and portfolio

¢ How scholarships fit within the overall financial plan

* Resources available to you throughout the application process

*For dates, times, and location visit the SFS Workshops tab at colum.edu/sfs

COl U m b | a colum.edu/

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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» PRIORITIZATION

Continued from PG. 3

Malley said.

The Support and Operations team distrib-
uted forms to other service departments
on campus, such as Human Resources,
according to Nancy Rampson, director of
development in Institutional Advance-
ment and member of the Support and
Operations Team.

The PIR forms are tailored specifically to
each department, program and office. The
AcademicTeam is asking questions regard-
ing the history of the programs, revenue
information and impact of programs on
the college.

The Support and Operations forms seek
to identify objectives and goals, analyze
positions and areas in which the depart-
ment can collaborate, restructure and/or
cut costs.

“The Program Information Requests pro-
vide opportunity for the people working in
the programs or offices to reflect on what’s
going on with their program or office,”
Malley said.

The information will be used to rank
programs that could share resources with
other places on campus and programs
that could function with fewer resources,
according to Malley.

“We do this now, and we’re able to see
down the road the kinds of things we
should continue doing, and things we
should look for ... [if] it’s a place we want to
build and possibly places that we say, “Wow,
this isn’t working the way that we thought
it would,” Malley said.

The academic forms were sent to the
chairs and center directors who shared the

forms with faculty and staff in their pro-
grams, according to Malley. The filled-out
forms will be sent to the dean,who will pass
them to the provost. The Academic Team
will review the forms and make recommen-
dations to President Warrick L. Carter,who
will make his own suggestions, Malley said.

Rampson said there is designated staff
in each office to complete the forms,
which will be reviewed by department
heads and the vice presidents. Similar
to the Academic Team, the Support and
Operations Team and Carter will review
the questions.

While Pantelis Vassilakis, chair of the
Audio Arts and Acoustics Department, sees
the positive in the process, he believes there
are some drawbacks.

“The prioritization process has the poten-
tial to be very beneficial,and the prioritiza-
tion committee has done everything in its
power toward this but [is] working within a
problematic context,” Vassilakis said.

He expressed concern about the time
constraints for completing the forms. The
forms, which were released to the commu-
nity on Oct.25,are due to the dean or direc-
tor of the program by Nov.18.

“It’s unrealistic to expect something
meaningful and representative of each pro-
gram within the [24 days] that were given,”
he said.

According to Vassilakis, the Audio Arts
and Acoustics Department received some
flawed data, which was given to the com-
mittees by the college.

“The data is often incomplete,inaccurate
and difficult to interpret,” he said. “In addi-
tion, some of the formulas used to produce
some of the data that was received have
serious implementation flaws.”

hschroering@chroniclemail.com

» FICTION

Continued from PG. 4

researched her storytelling performances
at Second Story, they asked if she’d like to
include some of them in the collection.

“It was just so different from everything
I've come to believe about the industry,”
Stielstra said.

Instead, she wanted to introduce several
characters she didn’t get the chance with
in her short stories.

Authors of novels also see difficulties in
the process of finding a suitable publisher,
according to Geoff Hyatt,adjunct faculty in
the Fiction Writing Department and 2009
MFA graduate.

“Birch Hills at World’s End,” by Hyatt,
which he describes as “tragicomic,” tells
the story of a suburban teen planning

You always say when you're writing [that] the big dream, the holy
grail you're going for, is the book.”

She wrote “Everyone Remain Calm,”
which is about a female Chicagoan who
faces the challenge of dealing with her
anemophobia, or fear of the wind. It was
initially written for performances with
different theater companies. Stielstra
said the digital process was very exciting
because she’s always been interested in
the technology.

On Amazon, the book was released on
Oct.24,but the release date depends on the
website, she said.

“You always say when you’re writing
[that] the big dream, the holy grail you're

going for, is the book,” Stielstra said.

“It wasn’t the paper I wanted to hold in
my hands. I wanted my stories to be out
there, and I wanted to be connecting with
an audience.”

Now, after the struggle to publish short
stories, Stielstra has begun writing a
novel—but not because she felt she had to.

-Megan Stielstra

revenge against his school in 1999. The
novel originated as his thesis published by
Vagabondage Press and released on Sept. 7.
He chose McNair as his thesis director.

He said working with smaller presses
like Vagabondage has advantages because
the publisher is able to focus more
time on the book. Challenges are also
involved, though, in terms of distribution,
financial issues and the editorial process,
Hyatt said.

Looking at authors published by a com-
pany in the past offers a good evaluation of
the publisher, he said.

“You don’t know until you try,” Hyatt said.
“[But] pay close attention to their guide-
lines. Don’t waste your time and theirs.”

The full list of recent releases can be viewed
at Colum.edu/Academics/Fiction_Writing/New
Books.

Ischulz@chroniclemail.com

GREAT WINGS

NS
THE OFFICIAL WINGS OF ANYONE WHO WANTS

Our mouthwatering wings and tasty sides are always
made fresh to order every day at Wingstop. Just try
any of our 9 delicious flavors and make your gameday
Wingtastic! Wingstop - The Wing Experts!

Phone Ahead!
(312) 386-WING (9464)

12 East Harrison | Chicago, IL
Just East of State Street on Harrison

10% Discount

for Columbia College students with valid ID.




Critical Encounters
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Who's your radical?

IMDB

Kurt Cobain forever changed music by bringing grunge to the masses. The author writes he died young but

continues to influence music to this day.

by Eduardo Rodriguez
Freshman arts, entertainment and media
management major

KURT COBAIN wasn’t the first person to
change music, but I believe he was the last
one to have such a huge impact. People
will argue that because of him, music has
struggled to evolve,remaining stagnant on
the hardcore movement—even pop punk.
Sure, grunge may be dead at this point, but
Cobain left the world a juggernaut of music.
He left us with Nirvana.Although Nirvana
is not necessarily just Cobain, Nirvana rep-
resents everything he stood for. Nirvana is
the most radical idea Cobain ever had.

Today, major pop artists cover Nirvana’s
songs and show their appreciation for
Cobain’s music. Miley Cyrus covers “Smells
Like Teen Spirit” on her tour. People are still
being affected by his music today. Nirvana
has millions of views on its music videos
and live performances that were done years
before YouTube was even invented. Nirvana
is still on the music charts today: Its CDs
are still selling and competing with modern
bands and artists.

Before Nirvana blasted into the scene,
music had a formula. The ’80s synth pop
was just a regurgitation of the same tunes,
with the songwriters getting rich and the
performers being idolized.The bands of that
era were puppets of the music industry. As
the '80s died off, so did synth-pop and hair
metal. The survivors from the plague of
hair metal began to play a new style called
grunge. It was just as heavy but with an
honest man’s opinion, and without label
executives tainting the music.

Cobain was born in a small town in Wash-
ington state called Aberdeen. He came from
humble origins, which I think is a pretty

common trait for a radical. Characteristi-
cally modest, Cobain expressed his admi-
ration to other Washington-based bands
he followed and attempted to emulate. He
labeled bands like the Melvins as one of
his great influences to pick up a guitar and
play music himself. He also expressed his
admiration of the Pixies. He once said that
“Smells Like Teen Spirit” was his way to
try and write a song that sounded like a
Pixies song.

It is the response to his songs that made
him a hugely important person in music
history. During the days of Nirvana, his
music and shows provided an outlet for
an entire generation. His music inspired
a whole social movement and a genre that
defined the ’90s.

What Cobain did for me was what other
bands did for him. His music inspired me
to pick up a guitar and let me know that
I don’t need to be a guitar virtuoso to call
myself a musician, and I don’t have to be
a great lyricist to write great songs. He
encouraged me to write music that I like
and hopefully somebody else likes, too.

The Nirvana bandwagon is alive and well
to this day. I am an example, wearing Nir-
vana T-shirts even though I wasn’t even
alive when “Nevermind” was released.
I guess Nirvana played such a role in my
life of impacting me that I keep that spirit
alive by wearing its brand. His image was
exploited by MTV—ijust like other radicals
have been exploited by pop culture, such
as the famous Che Guevara shirts that are
sold worldwide. I know the money doesn’t
even go to Cobain anymore, but it’s about
showing my support for a legacy and to an
inspiring catalog of music.

chronicle@colum.edu
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set,

mow

Ready,

Lawn mower racing grows in popularity, with
races spreading across country

by Lindsey Woods
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

AS THE racers line up and take their marks,
the crowd cheers and tensions rise. Any
second, they will mount their vehicles and
drive around the track, competing for the
finish line and the coveted checkered flag.
The countdown begins: On your mark, get
set, mow!

Racers in the United States Lawn Mower
Racing Association spend the year antici-
pating races such as these. They occur all
over the country,with more than 150 racers.

One of the USLMRA’s biggest races, the Sam
Rogers U.S. All American Open, will be in
Alabama on Nov.5.

Although the race will be out of state, the
organization’s origins are in Illinois,accord-
ing to Bruce “Mr. Mow It All” Kaufman,
founder and president of the USLMRA.

“The folks at Gold Eagle, [a Chicago-
based automotive company], heard about
a lawn mower race going on in England,
a British lawn mower racing associa-
tion that was founded in 1973, and they
thought, ‘This is kinda cool, maybe this
can be an interesting product promotion,”

Photos courtesy BRUCE KAUFMAN

At the USLMRA STA-BIL National Lawn Mower Racing Series in Anoka, Minn. on July 31, spectators watch
in anticipation of the lawn mower drivers. This year, lawn mower racing has made its way to the National
TV screen on Fox Sports Net from Oct. 20 to Oct. 27.

10/31/11

‘Hawks vs. Predators

THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
11/2/11
HIV/STD Testing

11/3/11

The Blackhawks will take on
the Nashville Predators at 7:30
p.m. You can catch the game
on CSN-Chicago.

United Center
1901 W. Madison St.

L3 L L1 L\

On the first Wednesday of
every month, the Health Center #
offers students free HIV/STD
testing.
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Kaufman said.

Together, Kaufman and employees from
Gold Eagle went to England in summer
1991, met the founder of the British lawn
mower’s association and created the
USLMRA. When the sport started gaining
audiences and the attention of news media
outlets,Kaufman and the company decided
the “mow” the merrier.

Kaufman is full of lawn mower racing
puns, which he says reflect the inherent
humor the sport possesses. The racers
show their senses of humor with playful
nicknames like “Mowna Lisa,” “Bat Mow-
bile” and “Sodzilla.” Kaufman also said that
while contenders like to joke, the competi-
tion is serious.

“Lawn mower racing is fun, fast, safe,
somewhat humorous,whimsical and abso-

lutely serious at the same time,”
Kaufman said. “The juxtaposition
between whimsical silliness and
absolutely serious fast, smok-
ing racing that’s professionally
managed is unique because the
racing has a sense of humor.”
The USLMRA, which will cel-
ebrate its 20th anniversary in 2012, is the
over arching governing body of lawn mower
racing, but it also has local chap-
ters. The Illinois chapter, run by
President Ken Jones,who is also
a racer, is located in Mendota,
1ll. Originally, the Mendota
Chamber of Commerce
asked Jones to run a local
chapter, but after two
years, the city wasn’t
interested anymore,
so Jones took over
the chapter inde-
pendently.

“I love all forms
of motor sports
racing,” Jones said.“I
got involved in lawn
mower racing because
it’s a cheap, fun sport.”

George Feld-
man, president
of the Indiana chapter,
also has a motor sport back-
ground. He runs a motor art company
and says even though he doesn’t build
his motors, he does most of his own decora-
tive work.

“I'm more of a brush than a wrench,”
Feldman said.

The races do not have cash prizes.
Although some drivers are sponsored,such
as Jones, they do not get paid to race.Jones
said that the only thing his sponsorship
covers is travel fees and parts. Kaufman
emphasized that the growing sport can
attribute its numbers to affordability.

“Back in the day, before the economic
downturn, we saw some racers jump in
the car and drive for 10 hours for a race,”
Kaufman said. “We still do see that, but
there are so many opportunities to race
at a local level, so people are a little more
reluctant to travel so far.”

Most of the expenses the athletes incur
come from either traveling costs or mainte-

nance for their lawn mowers. Most drivers
build their own mowers, which is a rela-
tively cheap process compared to building
other types of racing vehicles, Jones said.

Although the sport is growing, he said
athletes are cutting back on traveling
because of the surge in gas prices during
the last couple of years. Kaufman echoed
this notion and said, “I had friends who
used to travel all the way from Phoenix
to race at my track before gas prices got
so astronomical.”

To combat this problem, most organiza-
tions hold two-day events on the weekends
so drivers get to participate in more than
one race when they are traveling long dis-
tances, according to Jones. It also allows
them to rack up more points, which help
their standings overall.

Points are given out just for signing
up and participating in races, in addi-
tion to placing high. The points deter-
mine ranking, which affects qualification
for nationals.

The races are divided up into different
divisions based on the motor size and speed
of the lawn mower. The official rules have
races divided up into the stock class,which
are motors delivered from the factory that
haven’t been tinkered with; the Interna-
tional Mowers of Weeds class, which is

highly regulated and for front engines; the

prepared class, for motors that have been

tampered with; the FX class, for highly

tinkered-with engines; and the JP class,

for competitors ages 10-15.

In the actual races,lawn mowers

travel at approximately 35-50

mph, according to Feldman,

although the current world

record for lawn mower

speed, set in 2010, is 96.529

mph. The record was set

by USLMRA

member

Bobby Cleve-

land, one

of the great

“mowments” in the sport’s

history,according to Kaufman.

Although the sport has reached the

national level, the family-like atmosphere

at the races has stayed the same, accord-

ing to Jones and Kaufman. Jones said his

daughter,who also races, grew up attending

events,and the other children at the races
became her good friends.

“[My daughter] grew up around lawn
mower races,” Jones said. “We’d go to the
races, and she’d go out of the truck and go
play with all the other kids who she knew
and had met.They are what we consider an
extended family.”

In other words, even though they’re
trying to beat each other, the drivers always
“mow” who to go to if they need help during
the competitions: each other.

“Unlike other types of motor racing,
during lawn mower races, someone you
are going to race against in 15 minutes
will help you get your vehicle running if it
breaks,” Feldman said.

Iwoods@chroniclemail.com

Wolves vs. Rivermen

11/5/11

Hot Chocolate Race

11/5/11
College Football

A L\ L L L\ \\\

Student Health Center
1104 S. Wabash Ave.
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The Wolves kick off their
five-game road trip against the
Peoria Rivermen at 7:30 p.m.

Peoria Civic Center

Peoria, ll.
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The Hot Chocolate 5K and
15K will kick off at 7:40 a.m.
The event is sponsored by Ghi-
rardelli Chocolate Company.

Grant Park
337 E. Randolph St.

The Northwestern Wildcats
will take on the Nebraska Corn-
huskers at 2:30 p.m. on the
Big Ten Network.

Memorial Stadium
Lincoln, Nebraska

I AL L L L LD




14 THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE | OCTOBER 31, 2011

Fight or fright

Experts weigh in on what makes Halloween
horror so scary, why some people enjoy it

by Lindsey Woods
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

HALLOWEEN IS the holiday of haunted
houses, horror movies and scaring the
pants off people. While some love the thrill
of terror, others detest the iconic dark hall-
ways and demons.The reason could be per-
sonal chemistry.

Fear is caused by a chemical reaction
within the brain, according to Jeff Wise,
licensed psychologist and author of
“Extreme Fear: The Science of Your Mind
in Danger.” Fear is something we are born
with,and has been ingrained in our brains
since we were “tiny creatures,” Wise said.

“When we’re in a dangerous situation,
we have this primitive, reflexive response
called the “fight or flight’ response, which
is where the sympathetic nervous system
comes into play,” he said.

The body then releases adrenaline,among
other things, which your body recognizes
positively because the chemical makes you
stronger and more aware,according to Rob
Dobrensky, also a licensed psychologist
and author of “Crazy: Notes On and Off the
Couch.” Wise said this release of chemicals
can create effects similar to drugs such as
heroine and marijuana.

Dobrensky and Wise agree that the differ-
ence between taking pleasure in terror and
being just plain scared is the knowledge

that you're not actually getting hurt.

“You're in a haunted house and somebody
jumps out from behind the wall,” Wise said.
“This primitive part of your brain is like, ‘Oh
crap,I'm potentially about to die.” Instantly,
another part of your brain says, ‘You're not
in mortal danger.” So you’ve got these invig-
orating chemicals, but not the unpleasant
feeling of, ‘T’'m about to get eaten.”

Nick Smith, writer and director of the
horror film “Munger Road” and a Columbia
alumnus, said the horror-movie business
has tapped into this differentiation, making
scary movies more realistic in order to scare
viewers more.

“As the horror genre changed, you had
this idea of, ‘What if it’s real?”” Smith said.
“‘Scream’ was one of the first mainstream
movies to really be terrifying to audiences
because it was one of those movies that,
looking at it, two everyday guys could go
bats--t insane one day and start killing their
classmates in high school.”

Wise said people who enjoy terror often
enjoy life more than others and are better
in touch with their emotions.

“I think people who enjoy the spectrum
of emotions feel more full and complete,”
Wise said. “When you’re avoiding stuff, it’s
hard to be truly happy in a lot of ways.”

Chad Savage,who works at Zombie Army
Productions, a production company aimed
at the sinister, said he was born with the

inherent inclination toward terror.

“I’'ve been wired this way from day one,”
Savage said. “I always liked Halloween
better than Christmas.”

In the debate of nature versus nurture
pertaining to fear, Dobrensky and Wise
think it’s a combination of the two.

“There’s probably something in our hard-
wiring that makes us feel that way, and
then some people are brought up with posi-
tive experiences with Halloween and scary
stuff,” Dobrensky said. “The nature-nurture
debate always comes down to both—it just
depends on how much on each side.”

Smith said enjoying being scared also has
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to do with gender.

“It seems that [terror]| hits women a lot
harder than guys,” he said.

Smith also pointed to the artistic value
of the horror genre. He said that scary
movies go beyond just trying to keep you
up at night and people averse to the genre
should try to keep an open mind.

“You have this great mixture of storytell-
ing,” Smith said. “I think at the very root of
[the horror genre], that’s what people really
enjoy.Some of the storytelling behind what
is scary is great stuff.”

lwoods@chroniclemail.com
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UIC keeps playoff hopes alive

by Nader lhmoud
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

WITH WINDS reaching 28 miles per hour, the
University of Illinois at Chicago Flames
men’s soccer team still found a way to
get the ball in the goal on a night that
Wright State University could not.

The Flames won the match on Oct. 26
at Flames Field, 901 W. Roosevelt Road, 2-0
with goals from the Horizon League confer-
ence’s top two scorers, senior forward Eric
Frazier (83:22) and junior midfielder Ivan
Stanisavljevic (88:34),
that put the game out
of reach.

Wright State assis-
tant coach Jake Slem-
ker said Flames Field
is atough place to play
and that home field
advantage is big, but
his team missed out
on some opportunities,
such as “a deflection off the keeper that we
put over the bar.”

The game was tied at zero going into the
half as both teams struggled to execute,
but late in the second half, the Flames
began triumphing.

Frazier’s goal followed a free kick. The
senior created separation from the defend-
er and sent the ball into the near post with
aheader assisted by Stanisavljevic. Frazier’s
goal put the Flames up for good in what he
said was the team’s most important win
so far.

“It is the best feeling in the world, espe-

It is the best feeling in the world,
especially scoring here on our field
[in front of] our fans.”

cially scoring here on our field [in front of]
our fans,” Frazier said.

According to Flames’ head coach Sean
Phillips, the team had recently been work-
ing on moving the ball side to side to get
more one-on-one matchups for easier scor-
ing opportunities.

“We scored so many goals at the start of
the season [that]| people were starting to
double team our players,” Phillips said.

Frazier’s goal at the time tied him with
teammate Stanisavljevic to lead their
conference in goals scored this season.
But shortly thereafter,
Stanisavljevic retook
first place in the cat-
egory.

with less than two
minutes remaining
in the game, the two
teammates switched
places from the earlier
score, this time Frazier
assisting Stanisav-
ljevic on a break away goal.

“We are teammates—there is no me with-
out him,” Frazier said. “I don’t really think
about it. We are scoring goals and winning
games [during the playoffs|.That’s what it’s
about. At the end of the year, if we aren’t at
the top then [me and Stanisavljevic being
leading scorers] doesn’t matter.”

Prior to the Oct.26 showdown, the Flames
lost two conference games in a row and
were headed into the match in sixth place
in the Horizon League standings while
Wright State sat at second. The top six
teams enter the playoffs. The Flames were

-Eric Frazier
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University of lllinois at Chicago’s Ivan Stanisavljevic, who leads the Horizon League in scoring, gave the
team a goal and an assist in their 2-0 victory on Oct. 26 against Wright State University.

also in a virtual tie with Butler University,
but held the tie breaker over Butler.

The win puts the team in a definitive
sixth place with a 2-2-2 conference record
and an 8-4-3 record overall. Five of the
team’s eight victories have come on the
Flames’ home field.

UIC has three games until the Horizon

League tournament on Nov. 8.All three are
conference matches.Next up for the Flames
are two away games against first place val-
paraiso University and Loyola University.
The team ends its season against University
of Milwaukee-Wisconsin at home.

nihmoud@chroniclemail.com

HALF PRICE PIZZA
EVERY MONDAY

in our dining room thru
December 2011 for
Columbia students

with valid student I.D.

LEONA’S on TAYLOR

1419 W. Taylor St.
312-850-2222

FINE PRINT: Dining room only. Not valid for delivery and carry-out
orders or with other offers and promotions. Offer ends 12/31/11
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Keenum throws nine, Houston wins

Associated Press

Quarterback Case Keenum throws a pass during
the second half of an NCAA college football game
against Rice on Oct. 27, in Houston.

by Kristie Rieken
Associated Press

THE UNIVERSITY of Houston’s Case Keenum
had just thrown his fifth touchdown pass
against Rice University to set the Football
Bowl Subdivision record for career touch-
down tosses, and coach Kevin Sumlin
was screaming at the officials to give him
the ball.

They didn’t hear him,and the record-set-
ting ball sailed into the stands as Houston
kicked the extra point.

Sumlin was relieved as he watched the
fan who caught it throw it back onto the
field so he could present it to his quarter-
back after the game.

Keenum didn’t slow down after that,
finishing with a career-high nine touch
down passes as the 18th-ranked Cougars
overcame a slow start in a 73-34 win over
Rice on a rain-soaked night.

“I bet if the fans knew that was the ball,
we wouldn’t have got it back,” Sumlin said.
“That was very, very nice. I'd like to thank
our fans for getting that ball back.”

Keenum threw an interception and had
a fumble returned for a touchdown in the
first quarter in heavy rain as Rice built a
17-7 lead.

Wwith the rain at its heaviest, Sumlin
expressed his disbelief at the weather into
his headset.

“Isaid,‘Surely it’s not going to be like this
all night.It can’t rain like this all night,” he
said. “I guess somebody heard me because
it started to stop after that.”

Then the Cougars got going. They out-
scored Rice University 45-3 to take a 52-20
lead early in the third quarter and cruised
to the easy victory to remain undefeated.

Keenum, who became the FBS career
leader in total offense two weeks ago, has
139 career touchdown passes.

On Oct.27,he torched Rice’s 115th ranked
defense by throwing touch down passes of
57,21,64,18,41,20,37,22 and 47 yards to break
former Texas Tech quarterback Graham
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Harrell’s record of 134.

“It was a blast,” Keenum said. “That
was probably the most fun I've ever had
playing football.”

He had so many touchdown passes, he
couldn’t remember all of them when asked
to recount them after the game.

“Maybe if I thought about it, [but]I don’t
know if I could list them off to you right
now,” Keenum said.

Patrick Edwards had seven receptions for
318 yards receiving and five touchdowns for
Houston (8-0,4-0 Conference USA).

Tyler Smith had 170 yards rushing and
two rushing and one receiving touchdown
for Rice (2-6,1-4). That included a 97-yard
scoring run, which was the longest touch-
down run in school history.

“[Keenum| made plays every time they
had to, and we couldn’t make plays that
we needed to stop them,” said Rice coach
David Bailiff. “We had some opportunities
but didn’t get it done.”

The Owls were ahead 17-7 late in the
first quarter before Keenum threw his first
touchdown pass for 57 yards to Edwards.
The teams exchanged field goals at the
beginning of the second quarter to leave
Rice up 20-17.

Keenum then threw three touchdown
passes in a six-minute span at the end of
the first half to put Houston on top 38-20
and tie the touchdown passes’ record.

He set the record on a 41-yard pass to
Charles Sims early in the third quarter to
push the lead to 45-20. Keenum smiled and
flashed the Cougar hand signal when he
appeared on the jumbotron on the sidelines

after setting the record. His teammates
clapped and cheered while fans gave him
a standing ovation.

He was 24 of 37 for 534 yards before he
was replaced by backup Cotton Turner with
eight minutes remaining.

“Those are video game numbers, some-
thing we couldn’t get stopped,” Rice line-
backer Justin Allen said of Keenum’s per-
formance.“The rain slowed down a little bit
... I wished it would have rained all game.
It stopped, and they got things cranked up.
There was no looking back for them.”

Keenum, who was granted a sixth year
of eligibility after tearing a knee ligament
early last season, needs 267 yards passing
tobecome the FBS’s all-time leader in pass-
ing yards which is held by Hawaii’s Tim
Chang (17,072).

Tyron Carrier tied the NCAA record for
career kickoff returns for touchdowns with
seven by returning the opening kickoff
100 yards for a score. Carrier dashed down
the right sideline and darted around the
defense virtually untouched before outrun-
ning the kicker for the score.

Actually, Carrier said no one got a finger
on him on the return.

“Not a touch,” he said. “That’s the way it
should be.”

Carrier shares the record with C.J.Spiller
of Clemson,who had seven kickoff returns
for touchdowns from 2006-2009.

Carrier also had a touchdown reception,
Sims had two and Justin Johnson added
one for the Cougars.

chronicle@colum.edu
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Top right: Theater majors Katie Matnias, (left) Alex Nahon (right) and Alecia Aerlardt (middle), music business major, formed a team and participated in the Fitness Center’'s Haunted Scavenger Hunt in the Residence
Center, 731 S. Plymouth Court on Oct. 27. The teams had to find the five haunted locations given to them and take photos of the places as proof they were there. Matnias, Aerlardt and Nahon each won $10

giftcards to Columbia’s bookstore.



Enjoy Halloween: College Edition

STOCK PHOTO

by Corey Stolzenbach
Contributing Writer

IT’S OCT. 31,and that can mean
only one thing: Halloween. Of
course, not everyone has the
Halloween spirit.

Some college students
may feel they are too old or
don’t want to celebrate. But
loosen up—you’re a college
student, and you can still
enjoy Halloween in many
different ways.

Columbia student Camille
Crawford, marketing com-
munication major and a clerk
at the Halloween Hallway
Costume Store, 900 S.Wabash
Ave., explains how colle-
gians can get the most out of
the holiday.
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STEP 1: THINK ABOUT COSTUMES

“If you think you’re going to be really cold, don’t wear some-
thing skimpy, or bring a coat with [you],” Crawford said. She
encouraged originality, although it’'s hard to find something that’s
never been done before. She also said not to take dressing up
too seriously because it’s about having fun.

STEP 2: HAVE A PLAN

“You don’t want to be sitting there on Halloween trying to
figure out what you want to do, and it’s already 11 p.m.,” Craw-
ford said. “You just scatter your brain.”

STEP 3: PACE YOURSELF

“You don't want to spend a whole lot of money or a whole lot
of time on a costume and then throw up on it,” Crawford said.
“That would be horrible.” Plan out your night, so you know how
to get home at the end of the night rather than just walking
around drunk and confused, she added.

STEP 4: WATCH YOUR STUFF

“If you're at a bar or club, don’t just find somewhere to put
your jacket down,” Crawford said. “It seems obvious, but I've
seen people do it almost every time.” She said this, implying
this can happen anywhere in general, including Halloween.

STEP 5: KEEP IT LIGHT

“Don’t say, ‘Oh | have to have the best time of my life today
because it's Halloween,” Crawford said. “Calm down. Just try
to take it as it is and have fun with it.”

chronicle@colum.edu
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‘Dirt’
gets
adult
update

by Ren Lahvic
Ad & Business Manager

REMEMBER IN third grade when kids brought
in treats to school on their birthday? There
was one treat that stood out from them
all—“dirt.” It was comprised of chocolate
pudding,Oreo crumbles and gummy worms
(for that extra gooey, gross touch). Well,
there is nothing like a childhood flashback
food with a little booze.This treat will bring
you back to your childhood while being a
hit with your 21 and up friends.

Begin by combining the pudding mix,
milk, vodka and Irish cream. For under-
age treats add another cup of milk instead
of the vodka and Irish cream. Whisk the
mixture continuously for three minutes.
Because the vodka isn’t as thick as milk,
the consistency of the pudding may seem
somewhat watery, but don’t worry.

Next, fold in the whipped cream. This
will thicken your pudding mixture.Put the

mixture in your freezer for approximately
two hours or until it’s the consistency of
mousse. If whisked properly, this mixture
won’t freeze because of the alcohol content.

While waiting for the mixture to solidify,
crush the Oreos until they are small enough
to sprinkle.

Serve the pudding mixture with Oreo
crumbles on top. You can also add more
toppings, such as gummy worms, candy
flowers, chopped peanuts, strawberries or
additional whipped cream to make the dirt
a little more tasty.

Keep in mind if you don’t finish it all in
one sitting, store the dirt in the freezer so
it stays solid and doesn’t become watery.

This nostalgic dessert is the perfect party
treat. Serve it in a pretty bowl along with

Tiela Halpin THE CHRONICLE

other party eats to spark conversation
about favorite childhood foods and memo-
ries. You can even keep this recipe in your
cookbook and pull it out for school reunions
and family get-togethers.

Also, make sure if you're serving this
retro treat to friends or family you notify
everyone of the alcohol content. While it
may be hilarious to secretly get your whole
family drunk without their knowledge,
you want everyone to be sober enough to
drive home safely.

Whether it’s for a group of friends or your
own personal grown-up snack, vodka\ dirt
is the perfect mix of childhood whimsy and
adult fun.

Ilahvic@chroniclemail.com

INGREDIENTS

1 package instant chocolate pudding
1 cup milk

1/4 cup vodka

1/2 cup lrish cream

1 (8 ounce) container whipped cream
5 Oreos

MAKES 4 1/2 servings

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Whisk pudding mix, milk, vodka
and lrish cream for approximately
3 minutes.

2. Fold in whipped cream.

3. Place pudding mixture in freezer.

3. Crush Oreos into small pieces.

4. Remove pudding mixture from freez-
er after 2 hours.

5. Serve with Oreo crumbles or other
favorite treats on top.

6. Enjoy responsibly!
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RANDOM RIDES OF KINDNESS

by Amanda Murphy
Arts & Culture Editor

“FREE” IS rarely a word spoken without
some sort of strings attached. But in the
case of the Kindness Cab, it means exactly
that and more.

On Oct. 24, to promote his book of the
same name and his National Geographic TV
show, “Amazing Adventures of a Nobody,”
Leon Logothetis began a journey that will
take him up, down and all around the U.S.
He will be stopping in 11 cities total, arriv-
ing in Chicago on Oct.31,to give free rides to
its people and give back to the local schools.

“One way that I came up with to give
back is to get myself in an English taxi
and to give free rides to people across the
country, retracing my route from Times
Square to the Hollywood sign,” Logothetis
said. “Then I thought that I could have the
meter running and, at the end of the trip,
donate books to local schools in the cities
that I pass through.”

He said he will be keeping track of the
fare generated through the trips, even
though he isn’t charging the passengers,
and will use the proceeds he’s earned from
his book to give back to each state’s schools
through books and supplies provided by the
nonprofit organization ClassWish.org.

When | traveled across America,
| was inspired to change my
life because of the kindness
| received and the opening of
people’s hearts toward me.”

-Leon Logothetis

Robert Tolmach, co-founder of ClassWish,
said the recently founded charity allows
teachers to make a wishlist of school sup-
plies,and with the help of the community,
provide the students with educational tools
they need.

The partnership came about when Penny
Sansevieri, who worked on the marketing
of Logothetis’ book, told him about Class-

Photos Courtesy LEON LOGOTHETIS

Leon Logothetis began his Kindness Cab journey on Oct. 24, mimicking the cross-country trip he first took beginning in Times Square in New York City and ending
under the Hollywood sign. Going with his English roots, Logothetis will be picking up riders in a traditional English cab from 1985.

Wish.org, a project she was assisting pro
bono. Logothetis said he thought the char-
ity organization would be the perfect fit for
what he was doing.

“We are thrilled to have been chosen,and
all of those kids will be thrilled,” Tolmach
said. “The shortage of classroom supplies

Courtesy LEON LOGOTHETIS

Logothetis’s first day in the cab was on Oct. 24. He said the reactions of the riders were his favorite part.

and books in [kindergarten through 12th
grade] schools is simply staggering. Books,
computers,art supplies, sport gear, musical
instruments and science supplies—it’s all
gone,and the average teacher is now spend-
ing $1,200 [per] year of her own money for
supplies for her classroom, which is both
unfair and inadequate.”

Logothetis,anative of England and former
brokerage firm employee, said he knew for
a while he wanted to retrace the steps he
took in his first journey in 2006. During that
time, Logothetis sought inspiration and
escape from his humdrum life and traveled
across the country, relying on $5 per day
to cover food, travel and accommodations.

But it wasn’t until being inspired by the
travels of Che Guevara that he realized he
also wanted to give back to the communi-
ties.So he purchased a 1985 London Sterling
and began planning a trip that would give
back to the country that gave so much kind-
ness to him. He said his first day on the
job in New York was very encouraging,and
the positive reactions of the people, after
hearing what he was doing, was the most
rewarding aspect.

But how does one get a free ride from the
Kindness Cab? People are able to request
rides from Logothetis through Twitter,
Facebook and a telephone hotline set up
for the Kindness Cab’s trip.

Because the more cab rides he gives in each
city means the more money generated for
schools, he has been picking up as many
people as he can, whether they RSVP'd or
not.He said he was glad to see that although
the passengers seemed shocked, their reac-
tion to what he was doing—and the free cab
ride—was positive. Followers of his trip are
also able to track the amount of money he
earns at KindnessCab.com.

The journey will also allow Logothetis
to reconnect with some of the people who
helped him in his initial trip, by staying at
the houses of some of the people he met
along the way.

“When I traveled across America, I was
inspired to change my life because of the
kindness I received and the opening of
people’s hearts toward me,” Logothetis said.
“Iwant to try to inspire someone else.I find
that by doing something out of the ordi-
nary, like the Kindness Cab, people [might]
step out of their everyday lives and realize
anything is possible, and if we can be civil
and kind to ourselves and each other, slowly
the world can change.”

Follow the Kindness Cab's progress, including
video content and a fare tracker at KindnessCab.
com. For more information on ClassWish visit
the charity’s website at ClassWish.org.

amurphy@chroniclemail.com



Slippery censorship slope

THE U.S. House

of Representa-
tives proposed
legislation on
Oct.26 that would
boost the Justice
Department’s
authority to
censor websites
that illegally host
or distribute copy-
righted material.
While it’s good that the government is pro-
tecting intellectual property,and I agree
that artists deserve to be recognized—and
more importantly, paid for their work—the
wording of the proposed “Stop Online
Piracy Act” is far too broad, and I think it
oversteps the bounds of what the govern-
ment should be able to do.

While I like to support artists for their
work, I think supporting a free and open
Internet is even more important. When
you get down to the nuts and bolts of it,
this bill is little more than Internet censor-
ship. It would allow the Justice Depart-
ment to get court orders demanding that
U.S. Internet service providers stop render-
ing the domain name systems for web-
sites deemed to be in violation of the law,
essentially making them inaccessible in
the U.S.The government would also be able
to order search engines like Google to filter
such sites out of their results.The bill could
also be interpreted as punishing journal-
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ists or media outlets if they publish any
information about workarounds to allow
people to access the blacklisted sites.

This is, in essence, exactly the sort
of thing the Chinese government does
to prevent its citizens from accessing
undesirable sites. Google struck a similar
deal with China a few years ago and
took a lot of heat for it from just about
every civil liberties group in the coun-
try. Meanwhile, a bill that could lead to
similar Orwellian measures in America
is receiving popular bipartisan support.
If the government gains the authority
to block these sites, it could be used as a
precedent to justify further censorship
in the future. As far as slopes go, this one
seems pretty slippery.

The worst part is that it reads like leg-
islation written by lobbyists, for lobby-
ists.The interests of the Motion Picture
Association of America and the Record-
ing Industry Association of America
would be served by this law more than
anything else,and many critics are quick
to point it out as a textbook example
of the influence of money on politics.
While I have a sinking feeling this bill
has enough support on both sides of the
aisle to pass, I hope enough people speak
out to stop it or make it less broad. If
we don’t look out for our own freedoms,
nobody else is going to do it for us.

Iwilusz@chroniclemail.com

Local eatery dresses up

by Kaley Fowler
Contributing Writer

THE CUSTOMER is always right, or so the
saying goes. Typically this mantra is
used to make businesses more appealing
to patrons.

However, at Lula Cafe, 2537 N. Kedzie
Blvd., one customer was so right that the
cafe took the advice to heart, and it has
inspired its Halloween decor ever since.

Six years ago, a customer suggested
to Lula Cafe owners, Jason Hammel and
Amalea Tshilds, that the restaurant should
“dress up” for Halloween. Running with
the idea, Hammel and Tshilds have given
their Logan Square eatery a new identity
every year, mimicking a different national
restaurant each time. Past year’s themes
have included the Olive Pit in 2006, a
play on Olive Garden; followed by Hell on
Seven, a spooky interpretation of Heaven
on Seven; O’Lulahans, an Irish pub theme;
Not Doug’s instead of Hot Doug’s; and
last year’s Luma’s Corner, a rendition of
Kuma’s Corner.

This year the restaurant will impersonate
a not-yet-named national taco restaurant
on Oct.31 from 6 - 10 p.m.While the name
of the taco restaurant being mimicked has
yet to be announced, Hammel is confident
the theme will be
a success and
that “it is as
much a cele-
bration
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of the cuisine as anything else.”

All recipes are original but will be
inspired by the taco restaurant. Hammel
added that generating the menu is his
favorite part of the tradition, “from pur-
chasing new products, to inventing the
recipes, to the actual service.”

Lula Cafe uses fresh local ingredients
in its recipes, according to Hammel, and
this Halloween will be no exception.
A few items that will grace tables this
year include fresh tortillas, homemade
sal