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Brent Lewis THE CHRONICLE

Members of Columbia’s part-time faculty union, P-Fac, voiced their frustration with Columbia and negotiations between the two parties. Since October, the
two parties have been in ongoing negotiation sessions while using different outlets to discredit each other.

Union members
take to the street to
spread their message

by Sam Charles
Campus Editor

COLUMBIA AND P-Fac, its part-time facul-
ty union, continue to go back and forth,
accusing each other of skewing the
truth. Last week, the union took to the
streets to hold what it described as an
“informational” picket line to spread its
message to the college community and

general public.

The picketing was conducted outside
the Alexandroff Campus Center, 600 S.
Michigan Ave., beginning at 8:45 a.m. on
March 31. The goal, according to union
President Diana Vallera, was to increase
public knowledge in regards to the cur-
rent negotiations between the union and
the college.

“We’re trying to raise awareness about
the failure to make progress at the bar-
gaining table,” said Nancy Traver, P-Fac’s
publicity chair and adjunct faculty
member in the Journalism Department.

“We are trying to inform our member-
ship, the public at large and students in
the whole Columbia College community
that we’ve been talking to the college for
15 months now, and this is the first time
we’ve gotten a counteroffer from them.”

P-Fac accuses the college of unfairly
dismissing long-serving adjunct faculty
members in showing favor of younger,
less-experienced and lower-paid adjunct
faculty members.

Louise Love,vice president for academic

» SEE PICKETING, PG. 8
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Student injured
while abroad

Incident at Great Wall
of China lands television
major in hospitals

by Sam Charles and Meghan Keyes
Campus Editor and Copy Editor

A COLUMBIA student participating in an
international study program was injured
on March 30 and is in stable but serious
condition, as of press time.

We are in close contact with Gabri-
ela’s parents and are supporting the
family in all ways possible.”

- Statement from President Warrick L. Carter

Gabriela Gonzalez, junior television
major, was hurt while in China as part of
the Semester at Sea program at approxi-
mately 1:30 a.m. Beijing time. Gonzalez
wasn’t participating in a function orga-
nized by Semester at Sea but taking part
in an independent function at the Great
Wall of China.

“All students take part in independent
travel,” said Lauren Heinz, vice president
of communications and media relations
for Semester at Sea,which is sponsored by
the University of Virginia. “But we strong-
ly advise students to avoid self-organized
field trips and, instead, make use of the
trips we provide that are planned and
fully vetted for safety.”

Gonzalez will be transferred to a hos-
pital in Hong Kong. She is currently in
Beijing, and her mother flew to China to

» SEE INJURY, PG. 8

Obama’s image used in
anti-abortion billboards

Controversial ad campaign
featuring president unveiled
on Chicago’s South Side

by Heather McGraw
Assistant Metro Editor

“EVERY 21 minutes our next future leader
is aborted,” reads a billboard featuring
President Barack Obama’s profile as a new
anti-abortion ad campaign got underway
last week in some of Chicago’s South Side
neighborhoods.

Life Always, a nonprofit anti-abortion
organization founded in Texas in the

Health & Fitness

“Body Worlds” |
is back

beginning of 2011, unveiled three of its 30
new billboard advertisements at a press
conference at an empty lot at 58th and
State streets on March 29. All 30 billboards
are now up.

“Our intent is to bring information and
education to the community,” said Pastor
Stephen Broden, founding board member
of Life Always. “We believe the practice
of abortion is such a sensitive area most
people don’t want to talk about it, but we
need to talk about it.”

The billboards are the latest addition

» SEE BILLBOARDS, PG. 44
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Representatives and supporters of the anti-abortion group Life Always met at 5812 S. State St., on
March 29, while presenting three out of a series of anti-abortion billboards featuring President Barack
Obama'’s face. More billboards are located throughout the South Side.

Metro
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Seniors should pick up grad slack

BY THIS point in the
semester, Colum-
bia’s seniors have
received various
emails and pam-
phlets regarding
graduation, Indus-
try Night, caps and
gowns and Mani-
fest. But even with
these sporadic noti-
fications on impor-
tant pending dates,
many Columbia seniors are confused about
the process and what steps and forms are
needed to graduate.

While the college sends out some infor-
mation through emails and mailers, its easy
to ignore these messages in our inbox by
saying we’ll come back to it later. Even if
students do read the mailers, they aren’t
very informative.

As a somewhat involved senior, I'm
unsure of what I need to do to successfully
end my Columbia career. Am I too late to
apply for Industry Night, and if I go, what
should I bring with me? Have I filled out all
the necessary forms to graduate the second
weekend in May? Do my family members
need tickets for graduation?

After my parents harped on me enough
to ask someone the questions I was imper-
vious to, I discovered students do need to
apply for Industry Night and graduation
through Oasis,but the deadline is over. And
students are also allowed to bring as many
hooting and hollering family members they
would like without the need of graduation
tickets because the ceremonies are broken
up to house more attendees.

But this raises another question: What
about my cap and gown? All I know is that
it’s black,and I can’t remember if I ordered

by Spencer Roush
Editor-in-Chief
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mine.I certainly don’t know when or where
to pick it up. Who knows, I may get stuck
wearing my black bathrobe instead. I'm
sure my parents would be proud then.
They’d probably hand my graduation gift
and flowers off to another senior to save
themselves from the embarrassment of
their child being completely irresponsible
and wearing a bathrobe.

I realize we aren’t in high school any-
more and the level of personal responsibil-
ity should increase at this stage in our lives,
but more guidance outside of a grand grad-
uate checklist would clear up any existing
confusion. Because Columbia does make an
effort to inform students of pending dates,
the burden lies solely on those graduat-
ing to use the tools provided to them. But
right now, seniors’ minds are filled with
job searching and maintaining their GPAs,
not what forms are needed to walk across
the stage and what they’re wearing while
they do it.

Instead, seniors are wondering where
they’ll be in a couple of months with the
hopes it’s not performing street art for
change or living in an alley somewhere.
There is much to consider for those of us
leaving this South Loop community behind,
such as our portfolios, housing options,
tuition debt, finishing final projects and,
of course, landing the dream job or any job
for that matter.

Everyone should make an effort to meet
with his or her advisor one last time. It’s up
to the students to tie up any loose ends. Use
Columbia’s resources and be responsible
for your own efforts during the remaining
weeks because advisers aren’t homeroom
teachers meant to keep wandering seniors’
minds on track.

sroush@chroniclemail.com
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Science and Math Colloquium Series

Beginning at 5 p.m., Stuart Sumida, professor of biology at California State Uni-
versity, will document his involvement with communicating anatomical information
for animals and humans for traditional hand-drawn films and computer-generated
projects for animation and digital affects.

Ferguson Auditorium
Alexandroff Campus Center, 600 S. Michigan Ave.

e 4/7/11
Wise-Ass Comedy Night

Ever had aspirations to be a stand up comic? Take the opportunity to stretch your
legs at Columbia’s stand up open mic, where anyone and everyone can perform.
Sign up begins at 7 p.m.

Stage Two
618 S. Michigan Ave. Building
e 4./8/11
“The Bandana Project”

This free creative workshop begins at noon and is part of the public program-
ming around “Off the Beaten Path: Violence, Women and Art,” a contemporary
art exhibition raising awareness about violence against women.

Chicago Cultural Center
78 E. Washington St. y

\,

CAMPUS POLL

“Given the college’s economic strain, do you
think investing in a new library is smart?”

John Davis Blythe Dresser
senior senior
journalism major . photography major

“I’'m never going to turn down access
to more knowledge. That helps every-
body. I might try and help the part-
time teachers with everything that’s
going there.”

“If it’s to preserve what’s already there,
then absolutely. A bigger library can
only mean a better library. Anything
that increases the wealth of knowledge
is great.”

Tom Carroll

John Stavola
junior sophomore
radio major Jjournalism major

“I think any time you have an opportu-
nity to improve something you should.
That being said, now may not be the
wisest time to do it, but you have to
chose your battles. It is what it is.”

“I think there are majors here that are
under-funded. I also think we have a
really nice library as it is,so I don’t think
it’s a proper way to spend the extra

\money that [Columbia has].” -

For The Record

In the March 28, 2011 issue of The Chronicle, a Hot and Cold review of the
album “Angles” was mistakenly given the wrong title of “Angels.” Additionally,
an advertisement on page 39 promoting the event “Edible Books and Tea” was
for last year’s occasion. The Chronicle regrets these mistakes.

The Chronicle is a student-produced publication of Columbia College
Chicago and does not necessarily represent, in whole or in part, the
views of college administrators, faculty or students.

All text, photos and graphics are the property of The Chronicle and
may not be reproduced or published without written permission.

Editorials are the opinions of the Editorial Board of The Chronicle.
Columns are the opinions of the author(s).

Views expressed in this publication are those of the writer and are
not the opinions of The Chronicle, Columbia’s Journalism Department
or Columbia College Chicago.

Letters to the editor must include full name, year, major and phone
number. All letters are edited for grammar and may be cut due to a
limit of space.The Chronicle holds the right to limit any one person’s
submissions to three per semester.

Letters can be faxed to (312) 369-8430,

emailed to Chronicle@colum.edu or mailed to

The Chronicle, 33 E. Congress Parkway, Suite 224

Chicago, IL. 60605-1996.
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Red hot fashion at Columbia

T

College hosts runway
show, raises money for
HIV/AIDS awareness

by Amanda Murphy
Assistant Campus Editor

WITH STUDENTS from different disciplines
around the college joining together for
one cause—promoting AIDS awareness—
Columbia helped kick off the first Red Dress
Partyin Chicagobyorganizing and hosting a
fashion show to preview the national event,
scheduled to take place later this month.

The annual national show raises money
and heightens the understanding of HIV/
AIDS in the world.The Columbia event was
held on March 29 at the 619 S. Wabash Ave.
Building in preparation for the main event
on April 16 at 525 W. Monroe St.

The show was organized by Columbia’s
arts, entertainment and media manage-
ment students of the Public Relations Stu-
dent Society of America.

Kate Jacobsen, senior and special events
coordinator for PRSSA, said Red Dress gen-
erated a great deal of press for the main
event in April.

“I had always wanted to do a fashion
show, and I found a way to incorporate
public relations, fashion and benefitting a
charity,” Jacobsen said. “It was incredibly
gratifying to know what we were doing was
going to [promote] a really great cause.”

There were 14 participating student
designers chosen through an audition.The
final decisions for whose work would be
featured were made by Jacobsen and the
president of the PRSAA, Lauren Hadeed,
senior marketing communications major.

The four guest judges at the fashion show
voted on the winners.

F i

Brock Brake THE CHRONICLE

The student fashion designers, whose work was on display at Red Hot Runway in the 619 S. Wabash Ave. Building, said they gathered inspiration from a variety
of sources, ranging from red blood cells to a ball of yarn.

The first, second and third place winners
were Amy Hilber, Chloe Flora and Russell
Yost, all junior fashion design majors.

The dress judges for the event included
Candace Jordan, a former Playboy model,
and Kevin Aeh, editor at Time Out Chicago
magazine. Jacobsen said she was proud of
how many Columbia students and faculty
came to the show.

The winning students will have their
dresses displayed in a window from April
1-18 at the 900 N. Michigan Ave. shops.

The designers also won various gift
cards, and the first-place winner received
an iPod Nano courtesy of Columbia’s Com-
puter Store.

Omotola Akinbiyi, freshman fashion
design major, said she was honored to be

chosen for the event because the sub-
ject truly matters to her. Akinbiyi, who
is Nigerian, found out through research
that Nigeria has one of the highest con-
centrations of HIV infections in the world.
She said her dress was inspired by red
blood cells.

» SEE RUNWAY, PG. 9

Carter faces, explains challenges

Finances, MAP grants,
tuition, scholarships seen
as highest priorities

by Vanessa Morton
Contributing Writer

COLUMBIA ADMINISTRATION, faculty,staff and
students recently gathered to hear from
President Warrick L. Carter at the annual
State of the College Address. The event
gave the administration and student body
a chance to discuss what is going on within
different aspects of the college community.

Hosted by the Student Government Asso-
ciation, the address was held at the Loft,in
the 916 S. Wabash Ave. Building, on March
30. Carter discussed many of Columbia’s
ongoing issues, such as the current finan-
cial state of the college and its future plans.

Carter focused on the recent tuition
increase, scholarships and the problems
faced with the Monetary Assistance Pro-
gram grants, which give financial assis-
tance to qualified Illinois students.

“As hard as the increases might be, we
still are very concerned about holding the
prices down and keeping us as affordable as
we possibly can and to put more money on

Brent Lewis THE CHRONICLE

At the Loft, 916 S. Wabash Ave., President Warrick L. Carter discussed issues such as Columbia’s delayed
receipt of MAP grant funding, the new tuition increase and what is being done to increase scholarships.

the table for scholarships,” he said.

Carter also announced the college’s new
strategic approach, called Focus 2016, that
comes from the previous Columbia 2010
plan. The strategic initiative identified the
college’s vast enrollment growth, student
learning and finances, which Carter said
made Columbia successful through 2010.

With the institution under economic

strain, Focus 2016 will concentrate on
student learning, finances and keeping
enrollment steady.

“It will be a collegewide approach,” Carter
said. “We will diligently work to make sure
we give you the best education experience
we possibly can.”

However, Columbia continues to make

adjustments affecting its financial status.

The biggest issue Carter mentioned was the
high cost of college tuition and the decision
made to increase it.

Although Columbia students face with a
4.98 percent tuition increase, he stated it’s
the lowest increase among Illinois schools.
Higher institutions in the state face a 7 per-
cent tuition increase on average.

According to Carter, Columbia tuition
has increased 22 percent during the last
four years, while state institutions have
increased 54 percent and other private
institutions have gone up approximately
29 percent.

John Trierweiler, president of the SGA,
said he agrees with Carter. Although the
tuition hike is a burden placed on Colum-
bia’s students, Trierweiler said it’s impor-
tant to understand the college has imposed
one of the lowest tuition increases in
the state.

“The increase in tuition is one of the
most criticized things the administration
has to deal with,” Trierweiler said. “While
itisn’t something we want or like to see, it’s
unfortunately—in these times—something
that has to happen.”

» SEE ADDRESS, PG. 9
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College

Provost talks specifics
of new committees,
future of Columbia

by Amanda Murphy
Assistant Campus Editor

AT WHAT may be one of the last meetings of
the College Council, two new groups were
presented as the solution to replacing the
council when it dissolves.

The main topic discussed at the April 1
meeting in 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
was the successor to the council, which will
disband by Thanksgiving 2011, according
to Theater Department Chair John Green.

Taking its place will be the new Faculty
Senate which will handle academic issues,
and a Provost Advisory Council, which will
handle topics outside academics.

Council members at the meeting passed
a motion to form a committee that would
determine the logistics of the provost’s
council and draft a founding document.The
decision to disband the College Council will
allow more focused committees like the
Faculty Senate and the Provost’s forum to
discuss various issues.

“My proposal was based on the premise
[that] although College Council is in the
process of transition, there still is a great
desire on the part of the college community
to have a forum or venue for discussions
and recommendations on a wide range of
issues that aren’t specifically academic in
nature,” said Steve Kapelke, provost and
senior vice president.

The Provost’s Advisory Council will be

EXHIBITION HOURS:
During Regular Library Hours
April 8,2011 - August 29, 2011

SHOWS ORGANIZED AND CURATED BY:

Jodi Adams (BA ‘08)
Stephen DeSantis (MFA ‘08)

colum.edu

ALUMNI ON 5: ALUMNI IN THE LIBRARY EXHIBITIONS
NECECCARY EICTINNS

What experiences do you carry? What are the true facts and
necessary fictions that you use? The Spring 2011 Alumni

Exhibition, Necessary Fictions, is an examination of memory and
the ways it shapes identity through the artists’ work.

OPENING RECEPTION:
Columbia College Library
624 S. Michigan

5% Floor

Friday April 8, 2011
5:00pm - 7:00pm

Columbia

COLLEGE CH

it

Tiela Halpin THE CHRONICLE

Steve Kapelke, provost and senior vice president, spoke about his plans for the new Columbia committee.

composed of 15 representatives from the

college community, including students,

staff, part-time faculty, the Faculty Senate
and the Chairs Council. There will be three
members chosen from each group.

Kapelke said the forum will not focus on
academic issues,but ones of significance to
the larger Columbia community.

He emphasized the council is in the early
stages of organization, and the ideas are

moreanoutlineratherthan concrete details.

There will be no administrators present

Caged, by Laura Kurtenbach (BA '99)

ICAGO

except upon invitation,and Kapelke will be
the chair of the meetings, he said.

The motion approved a committee of five
representatives from different constituen-
cies of Columbia that will work with the
provost to create finite details of what the
forum will accomplish.

Green said the committee will likely
begin its work in the fall.

“The nature of this will be different,”
Kapelke said. “This council will be much-
more broadly based.”

Council prepares for its end

Other ground covered at the meeting
included Kapelke’s announcement that
the decision on who will become the
dean of the School of Media Arts is in the
final stages. He and Louise Love, vice
president for academic affairs, will make
the final decision in the next week.

Additionally, Director of Academic Ini-
tiatives Pegeen Quinn said the Museum
of Contemporary Photography in the
Alexandroff Campus Center, 600 S. Michi-
gan Ave.,was accredited for the third time
by the American Association of Museums.

“This really helps Columbia’s national
reputation and gives our students access
to works of art,” Quinn said.

New additions to the Columbia cur-
riculum were also mentioned, including
a number of classes in the Science and
Mathematics, American Sign Language
and Education departments.

The classes approved include Funda-
mentals of Physics, Cancer Biology and
Child and Family in American Society:
Images and Issues.

Robert Gordon, adjunct faculty in the
Art and Design Department, spoke on
behalf of the other part-time faculty
regarding P-Fac contract terms with
Columbia.

Gordon said Love sent an email to other
members on March 31, presenting a pro-
posal the college board made. The mem-
bers are awaiting an outcome.

“The negotiations will affect all of us,”
he said.

amurphy@chroniclemail.com

The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan at 11th St.

Concert H a
Monday April 4

Music Student Convocation

Joaquin Garcia Senior Recital

Tuesday April 5

Music Student Convocation

Wednesday April 6

Robert Mayfield Senior Recital

Thursday April 7

Paul Goldman Senior Recital

Student Concert Series

Dan Mclean Senior Recital

11 Events

12:00 PM

7:00 PM

12:00 PM

7:00 PM

Alix Rosenberg and Keith Hinkley
Senior Recital at the Sherwood

7:00 PM

12:00 PMm

7:00 PM

12:00 PMm

Jonathan McReynolds Senior Recital 7:00 PM

Friday April 8

Jazz Gallery in the lobby

Jazz Forum

Elissa Todd Senior Recital

12:00 PM

2:00 P™m

7:00 PM

Mike Jurewicz Senior Piano Recital

At the Sherwood

Saturday April 9

Trevor Hardin Senior Recital

7:00 PM

3:30 PM
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www.colum.edu/yearbook

You don’t have to wear a nice shirt to please your mom, you can’t skip to the index to see how
many times you’re pictured, and no one’s gonna say to you, “You're the best, don't ever
change.” But rest assured, it is a yearbook. One you will help us build.

Along the way, two Columbia students will win $1000, and a whole bunch of
you will score prizes of all sorts and sizes.

Visit www.colum.edu/yearbook for details.

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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Racy college hookups site hits campus

College-oriented website
for casual sex beckons
Columbia students

by Lisa Schulz
Contributing Writer

IN EARLY February, a University of Chicago
student currently known as Steve created
a website called UChicagoHookups.com, a
dating site for U of C students dedicated to
casual sexual encounters.

Since then, the site has expanded to
include other colleges and allows anyone
with a college email address, including fac-
ulty and staff, to participate in the website,
now known as EduHookups.com.

Columbia was the second college allowed
to post personal advertisements on the
site, followed by Northwestern University.
According to Steve, Columbia was “fairly
well-known” and had the most requests to
access the site.

He said the schools were also added for
ease in proximity. But within the week, the
website had demands from schools across
the globe. The 1,300 EduHookups.com
users have anonymity,and the site’s policy
restricts anyone without a college email
address from posting on the site.

“It’s [a way] to try before you buy,” said
Steve,a biology major at U of C.“The whole
ideais that the people can say exactly what
they’re looking for.”

Steve said the expansion of the site
beyond U of C makes the connection with
other students easier to establish. However,
EduHookups.com allows users to register

under the colum.edu domain,which is used
by Columbia faculty and staff.

“We did not confirm whether [it] was
students [using the colum.edu domain]| or
whether it included more people,” Steve
said. “It’s up to the user to determine if they
feel they would be eligible to use the site.
People in a position of authority must still
abide by their code of conduct.”

The site originated in 2010 as a coding
project for a group of anonymous U of C
undergraduates. According to the website,
it quickly evolved into a dating site aimed at
facilitating hookups on campus and demys-
tifying the school’s reputation as a place
where “fun comes to die,” and where “the
squirrels are cuter than the girls and more

STOCK PHOTO

aggressive than the guys.”

According to Wilfredo Cruz, associ-
ate professor of sociology at Columbia,
students participate in online inti-
macy websites for the adrenaline rush
from rebelling against society’s norms.

“We’re socialized to believe you meet
somebody, you date them, you get to know
them and then you get intimate,” Cruz said.

He sees the website as an “illogical” way
of meeting people and having relation-
ships,considering the possibilities of sexu-
ally transmitted infections.

Yet some students see the positive
aspects of casual encounters provided by a
student-based site.

“It’s better for young people—it’s col-

lege,” said Michael Hernandez, junior arts,
entertainment and media management
major. “You don’t have all the old people
from dating sites.”

Although the user database includes
almost an equal number of both gen-
ders, most of the posts requesting casual
encounters are made by males, Steve said.
According to Cruz, different sexual behav-
iors between genders are most likely the
cause of this.

“IMales] don’t have the same reserva-
tion about sexuality women have,” Cruz
said. “They’re more reckless. Women are
more timid.”

However, some female students say it’s
more than social norms that hold them
back from posting on the site. According to
Ellen Frank, freshman arts, entertainment
and media management major, EduHook-
ups.com is embarrassing to her peers.

“I don’t need to put my body up for sale,”
Frank said.

The website has already expanded its
services to DePaul University and Loyola
University Chicago and has plans to include
Washington University, Yale Law School
and will eventually include all Ivy League
schools, Steve said. The site releases col-
leges one by one to increase popularity and
stagger the number of users from the high
demands of each college. EduHookups.com
aims to extend its services globally in the
future.

“We're trying to bring power to social
networking,” Steve said.

chronicle@colum.edu

FINALISTS

MOVING IMAGE PRODUCTION I

CHARLIE
by Joseph Blackhurst

WRITER’S BLOCK

by Alex Bohs

LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP

by Zachary Robert Craft
FRANCIS THENAGEN

by Austin Peters

HYPNOPOMPIC

by Ryan Thill

MOVING IMAGE PRODUCTION II

KYRIE ELEISON

by Nick Barks

HAZE IN A HOLLOW HEAD

by Caleb Fortune
EPIPHANY

by Jason Piszczor

DANIEL

by John Tait

DOMINO EFFECT

by Jake Wasilevich

PHOTO: SARAH FAUST

A JURIED FESTIVAL FEATURING THE BEST OF

MOVING IMA

wednesday, april 6, 2011
film row cinema

1104 south wabash, 8th floor

GE PRODUCTION | AND Il STUDENT FILMS

reception 5:30 pm
food and beverages will be served

festival screening 6:00 pm

awards will be presented

free admission

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO
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» INJURY

Continued from Front Page

be with her, Heinz said.

As of press time, the exact nature of the
mishap has yet to be determined and will
be investigated further, she said.

Semester at Sea aims “to educate indi-
viduals with the global understanding
necessary to address the challenges of
[the] interdependent world,” according to
its mission statement.

Columbia President Warrick L. Carter
issued an email statement to the college
voicing concern for Gonzalez’s well-being
and urged the community to keep her and
her family in their thoughts.

“We are in close contact with Gabriela’s
parents and are supporting the family in
all ways possible,” the email read. “Addi-
tionally, we are working closely with
Semester at Sea administrators to con-
tinue monitoring Gabriela’s condition.”

Michael Niederman, chair of the
Television Department, said inci-
dents such as Gonzalez’s are an
unfortunate reminder of the reali-
ties of traveling and studying abroad.

“Study abroad is such a great experi-
ence, but things happen sometimes, and
it’s just sad,” Niederman said “When
things like this happen, it reminds you of
what’s important.”

Gonzalez’s family could not be reached
for comment.

The Chronicle will follow up with details
when they become available on Columbia-

Chronicle.com.

scharles@chroniclemail.com

Museum of
Contemporary Art
Chicago

mcachicago.org
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» PICKETING
Continued from Front Page

to the college on March 23 responding to
allegations P-Fac President Diana Vallera
made on “848” the morning radio show on
WCRX FM-91.5 on March 23.

“Diana Vallera, again, said that Colum-
bia College has adopted a policy on course
assignment that is unfavorable to the
highest paid part-time faculty in favor of
new hires,” Love said in the email. “Yet Ms.
Vallera was present at a meeting with Pres-
ident Carter on March 11 when he assured
P-Fac that this is not the case and offered
data in proof.”

Included in her email to all full- and
part-time faculty, Love gave data show-
ing that since the 2006-2007 academic
year, the number of credits taught by “top
step”—long-serving adjunct faculty mem-
bers—increased by 9.5 percent, while the
number of credits taught by “new hires”
has decreased by 3.9 percent.

Vallera said she is skeptical of the num-
bers’ accuracy, and she is also concerned
that the stats Love supplied don’t address
P-Fac’s grievance entirely.

“Until we get the exact numbers, we
don’t know exactly what we’re dealing
with,” Vvallera said. “It doesn’t elimi-
nate the issues we brought up. We are
seeing senior faculty members [who] are
losing classes.”

The bargaining stage began in Octo-
ber 2010. The negotiations stem from
the college’s unilateral decision to
reduce the number of credits adjuncts
are compensated for in the Photography
Department. Initially, without bargain-
ing, Columbia reduced all four credit

Brent Lewis THE CHRONICLE

Columbia’s part-time faculty union, P-Fac, believes the number of classes taught by long-serving adjuncts
is shrinking, but without information from the college, the exact number can’t be calculated.

hour classes to three in the depart-
ment, lowering adjunct faculty’s wages
because they are paid per credit hour.
The union then filed an Unfair Labor
Practice complaint against the college,
which the National Labor Relations Board
found to have merit.The NLRB then man-
dated the college bargain with P-Fac.

Love said the negotiation process
between the two parties is slow. Vallera
previously expressed the same sentiments.

“There have been a lot of delays [because
of] issues other than the contract itself,”
Love said. “Alot of our negotiation sessions
have been spent on other issues.”

The disagreements between P-Fac and
the college stem from the union’s dissatis-
faction with their current contract.

On March 31, the college offered P-Fac
a new contract, which included two-year
teaching appointments to certain members,
in addition to several other benefits.

Love sent another email to all full- and
part-time faculty on April 1 detailing what
some of the issues are.

In her email, Love stated P-Fac has
cancelled five bargaining sessions with

the college, and added “despite [the col-
lege’s] proposal being a fair offer for all
unit members and Columbia following
the agreed-upon process, in our negotiat-
ing session [on April 1] P-Fac attempted
to mischaracterize both our offer and
the process.”

Though the picketing began early in
the morning, support for the adjuncts
was shown from the start. Cars driving on
Michigan Avenue honked to endorse the
picketers, while union members handed
out pamphlets and explained their cause
to those walking by.

One of the first people to be approached
by union members was Jonathan Hirsh,
senior theater major. Hirsh was well-versed
in the negotiations and voiced his distaste
for the college’s position.

“A lot of the [instructors]| aren’t being
paid what they should be paid,” Hirsh said.
“They’re not getting paid to do the men-
toring that’s not included in their class
time, so they’re coming in out of their
own free will, which is kind of crazy.”

scharles@chroniclemail.com
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Eric Lebofsky. Anxiety Man or Anxiety Woman, 2009. Courtesy of the artist




» RUNWAY

Continued from PG. 3

“I learned African-American women
[have] the highest number of infected
people in the U.S.,” Akinbiyi said. “It was
very important to me to be part of an event
that was trying to inform people of [the
impact of HIV].”

The other contributing designers
included Jiayin Zheng,sophomore fashion
design major; Sadie Smith, senior interdis-
ciplinary major in fashion design and arts,
entertainment and media management
programs; Kristin Gillespie,junior fashion
retail and arts, entertainment and media
management major; and senior fashion
design majors Kelly Coll, Katya Flores,
Ruth Reyes, Johnny Hicks, Jacqueline
Amezcua,Julia Tiedt and Dana DuPree.

Yost took the Biology of AIDS: Life of a
Virus class at Columbia and said he was
greatly moved from what he learned about
the disease’s effects.

He said this is a very close-to-the-heart
subject for him,and he would have regret-
ted not being part of it.

“It’s educational, and you’re reaching
out to people,” Yost said. “I didn’t care if
it was going to suck up my entire spring
break [because] it was something I had to
be a part of”

.

Jacobsen emphasized it was a collective
effort between Columbia and the Chi-
cago organizations bringing everything
together.

PRSSA wanted to ensure a high level of
professionalism when they organized the
event,Jacobsen said.

Because they were working with a lot of
people outside the Columbia community,
the PRSSA wanted to represent the college
as an institution producing intelligent and
capable aspiring professionals, she said.

“I am so proud of how the event turned
out, and I can’t emphasize enough how
gratifying the entire experience was,”
Jacobsen said.

The Red Hot Runway event was pri-
marily organized by Columbia students,
according to Jacobsen.

A variety of Columbia departments in
the college contributed. Jacobsen said the
big contributor was the Fashion Depart-
ment, which donated its time and talent.

Other Columbia contributions came
from the Music Department, by playing
music during the reception, and the Mar-
keting Communications Department,
which supplied food and drinks.

“So many people were willing to jump on
board and help out,and it was incredible,”
Jacobsen said. “We could not have done it
without those people.”

amurphy@chroniclemail.com

Brock Brake THE CHRONICLE

From left: Candace Jordan, a former playboy model, was among the celebrities at the Red Hot Runway event.

» ADDRESS

Continued from PG. 3

However, Casey Gold, a representative of
the Student Affairs Committee and arts,
entertainment and media management
major, felt ambivalent.

Gold said Carter expressed a lot of great
things that were “big picture ideas for for-
ward thinking.”

However, he was hoping to hear more
details on the specifics of the current issues
around campus.

“In what was said at this speech, there
seemed to be a disconnect of,‘Oh, yes, these
are our grand ideas, these are fantastic,”
Gold said. “But in reality, what percentage
of students are actually getting scholar-
ships, coming to the campus and like
green initiatives? That was a big part of his
whole speech.”

In addition to a tuition increase,another
financial problem stems from the MAP
grants. While Carter explained the grants
are vital to the college, there were threats
made to the program last year by legislators.

Although the program is currently safe—
partly due to student protest—he explained
there is concern about money still due from
the state. According to Carter, Illinois owes
the college $10 million for MAP funding.

“These are challenging times, so we're
learning to deal with them,” Carter said.
“We’ve made adjustments as a leadership
group to make sure things will still run
smoothly, just in case the state reneges on
funds they owe us. But we will still be very
aggressive with them, making sure we get
the money that is ours.”

Despite the school’s financial concerns,

Carter made sure to mention growth rise in
Columbia’s scholarship funding.

According to him, Columbia was able to
increase the scholarship base because it
received an additional $4 million last year
from the school’s Board of Trustees.

“The board agreed to increase the schol-
arship money by $4 million [throughout] a
four-year period of time,” Carter said. “So
we will go from $4 million in scholarships
in ’09 to about $30 million in scholarships
four years down the road.”

He said with the additional money for the
upcoming fall semester, Columbia will add
another $4 million to student scholarships.
He said the administration and staff are
always looking for new approaches to find
more student scholarships.

Addressing student affordability, stu-
dent-at-large representative and television
major Kendall Klitzke said it would be great
to come up with some kind of automatic
scholarship program.

“It would be great if they created these
types of opportunity scholarships as well
as merit-based scholarships,” Klitzke said.
“If you are on the dean’s list with a high
[grade point average], you should receive
automatic money for something like that.”

Trierweiler said despite Columbia’s
rough straits times, he’s very hopeful for
the future.

“Colleges have tough times, but just like
any other college, we're not immune to the
tough economic times that have happened
in higher education,” Trierweiler said. “I
believe the college has done a great job with
still maintaining [its goal] of taking care of
the students.”

chronicle@colum.edu
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Television images can seem more real than real life

image +
implication

CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS

by Liz Herzog
Sophomore, cultural studies major

TELEVISION IS very important to me. That’s
a trait of many Americans—one we're
ashamed of now and then. But television
is awesome! Books and films have nothing
on television’s ability to capture our atten-
tion week after week and fully engulf us in
a storyline for multiple years of our lives.
The characters I watch on a weekly
basis can influence my life more than the
fluttering faceless people I come in con-
tact with in real life. And OK, you’re right,
the real ones do have names and faces and
probably affect me more sometimes, but
not in the same way. With television, my
method of even considering these faces
on the street as more than just passersby
becomes keener; I want to know their
lives. Television is sneaky; it lets me feel
as though I know people without coming
into contact with them. Let’s be clear: I'm
not talking about reality television, with
actual people and their actual names.The
people I want to see are entirely fabricat-

ed and in that sense, entirely true.These
made-up characters, with their prob-
lems and love lives and witty dialogues,
actually give me hope that, hey, maybe
that person I just shook hands with and
vaguely remember being introduced to is
super interesting!

At this point, perhaps I should
announce I do realize television is over-
the-top, and there are plotlines that

could never happen in real life.I get that,

I really do. But seeing life through the
lens of a single-camera
sitcom, medical drama,
confusing sci-fi based
show or detective/cop/
lawyer show gives me a
chance to break the rules
of what can only be real-
ized in another enter-
tainment-based realm of
reality. That is to say, yes,
this young woman sitting
next to me probably won’t
get stranded on a magic island, and this
young man probably isn’t secretly a serial
killer, but what if they were? How would
that story unfold? Certainly there are
some people whose personalities seem
absolutely perfect for a television show.
Television is awesome because it makes

me see that while we don’t all have absurd,

prank-pulling office co-workers who put

the annoying guy’s stapler in Jell-0O, well,

hey, maybe you do.Iidolize the characters

and lives I wait to see more of each week,

but perhaps the life I'm living and the real
people I see in it could mirror those plot-

The people | want
to see are entirely
fabricated and in that
sense, entirely true.”

lines and witty dialogues. What would my
life be like as a laugh-track sitcom or a
dark comedy on Showtime? On one hand,
my going to class and going to work and
eating food here and there wouldn’t make
for an award-winning TV show.And darn,
isn’t that a sad thought? But if it could,
if someone added the extra plot twists
to give this day enough humor or drama
or romance to be a worthwhile episode,
what character would each person be?
One of my roommates, funny and always
outspoken, could cer-
tainly play the Phoebe in
my life. And if life were
splitinto episodes,rather
than days, how might
this one end? Would my
life’s show split off in
different character plot
lines each week or focus
heavily on one well-
rounded character?
Yes, perhaps this
thinking does become trite after a while.
And therein lies the beauty of televised
viewpoints, of multiple writers and tal-
ented actors, of smart, forward-thinking
plots that make me feel like I might be
perfectly content sitting in front of the
TV, if it were all well-written, for half
my life. Television gives us all a common
friend,a common problem to discuss the
next day at work. “Did you see last night’s
episode?” is one of my favorite things to
hear in conversation. Because, please,
let’s side-step real life for a second, or
rather, delve further into it, by making

- Liz Herzog

these over-the-top storylines part of what
keeps us going and makes us think about
people and how crazy and interesting
they can all be. Why not use this beauti-
ful collaboration of writers and videog-
raphers and actors, this mesh of art, so
well-distributed and infinitely multiv-
iewed, to create discussion, to influence
and explore humanity?

chronicle@colum.edu

CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS
get involved

Successful essays generally make one
solid point or have one central focus.
Try to make that point by telling a story;
use description and anecdotes to bring
your story to life for readers. Submissions
should be approximately 750 words; expect
them to be edited down for publication.
end essays via email to Sharon Bloyd-
SPeshkin at speshkin@colum.edu or
criticalencounters@colum.edu. Please
include your academic department and
your classification (student, staff, fac-
ulty, administrator). If you are a student,
please include your major and your level
(freshman, sophomore, junior, senior).
Include your contact information (e-mail

and phone).
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Are you thinking about attending the
summer 2011 term? If so, it’s time to
begin thinking about your financial
— plan for the summer semester.
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To be sure you complete each step, understand
the process, and access the application visit
We look forward to
seeing you on campus this summer!
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Body Worlds: Life Cycle

New version of exhibit
tells story of aging through
preserved human cadavers

by Katy Nielsen
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

ONE SKINLESS human body balances in a
tai chi position, two others collide mid-
tackle and another throws a javelin. Down
the hall, human brains, blackened lungs—
damaged from years of smoking—and
complete digestive systems behind glass
cases fill the rooms of the Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry, while curious specta-
tors peer inside the human remains.
This is Gunther von Hagens’ “Body
Worlds & The Cycle of Life” exhibit on
display at the museum, 5700 S.Lake Shore
Drive, until Sept. 5, featuring more
than 200 real human speci-
mens preserved through
plastination and
telling the story of
the human life
process.

The
technique
of plastina-
tion involves
removing fat
and water
from the body
and replacing it
with plastic to
prevent decay.
It was patented
by Hagens in the
late 1970s.

This is the third
“Body Worlds” show to
visit Chicago. How-
ever, unlike the ear-
lier shows, this exhibit
focuses on the aging
process through a
series of suspended
moments, such as
people walking or
stretching,and high-
lights the effects of
aging and disease on
the human body.

“The story of how
our bodies change is
personal and relevant
to everyone,” said
Patricia Ward, director
of science and technol-
ogy at the museum. “We
all have a body, and we’re
all fascinated and curi-
ous to learn more about
it and how it changes
over time.”

“Body Worlds & The
Cycle of Life” follows
healthy and unhealthy
aging throughout a per-
son’s lifespan. One high-

‘}

o

light of the exhibit is a documentation
of the effects of cigarette smoking on the
lungs, showing healthy lungs alongside
lungs of individuals who had emphysema
and lung cancer.Neural anatomy, muscular
structure and the organs’ internal arrange-
ment are parts of the exhibit.

“[When] you go through the exhibit,
you’ll encounter vignettes,different lenses
throughwhichyoucanthinkabout the cycle
of life narrative,” Ward said. “You’ll find out
information about how our bodies change
when we’re young versus how the body
changes when we’re older.”

Jeremiah Myles, illustration major at
Columbia who works at the museum, said
having the opportunity to see the intesti-
nal system of a real human being makes
the information easier to understand for

people who struggle with anatomy cours-

es in school.

“It’s a surreal opportunity for
students to digest this infor-
mation in a practical way,”
Myles said.

This accessibility was exact-
ly what Ward hopes students
will experience, she said. The
reason the bodies are arranged in
dynamic poses, for example, is to
show how the body moves
and functions

B in life.

V

To highlight how chang-
es in the body affect the
human experience, the exhibit
showcases artists Claude
Monet and Edgar Degas,

who experienced cata-

racts and retinal eye
disease later in their
lives.Images of what the
artists probably saw versus
what they actually painted
are generated by com-
puter imaging. “It’s
really positive in all of its
narrative aspects,” Ward said.

“Itencourageshealthyliving,
even though it doesn’t shy away
from death. It’s really intended

: ,  toshow
the
body

as
a living
active entity.”
Earth Systems and Life Science teacher
Rob Wallon, who works at Morris Commu-
nity High School,1000 Union St.,Morris, Ill.,
said he enjoyed the exhibit,especially from
an educator’s perspective.

“It was very informative,” Wallon
said. “It took understanding the
human body to a whole different level
you can’t reach with just images in a
text book.”

The science club at the high school will

S
p\G
Courtesy GUNTHER VON

Chicago

be taking \
atriptosee |\
the exhibit,
according to
Wallon, and
he said he
thinks the
students will
have a positive
experience. He
said he noticed
younger kids
visiting the
exhibit look-
ing at the bodies
of hockey and
football players.

“I think it engages
them a lot more
than if it [were] just
the bodies standing
and not posed,”
Wallon said.

Randy Holt, a
Chicago chemist,
took his teenage son
to see the exhibit and
said they were impressed by
the experience.

“There’s a certain mys-

tique or intrigue to the fact 3

that these were once \ |
living individuals,” \
“ Holt said.

The fact that
the bodies were
once real people

made the experience
come to life for him and
his son.

For anyone who attended
previous “Body Worlds”
exhibits, this show offers
a unique perspective on

The story of how our
bodies change is per-
sonal and relevant

- Patricia Ward

\\ the life cycle, Ward said.
“Some people come back more than
once to see the same exhibit,” Ward
said. “I think it can be a very unique
experience each time. It makes you
think a little more.It makes you con-
sider the possibilities of how to stay
active your entire life, which is just
so important.”
The show is on display at the Museum of
Science and Industry, 5700 S. Lake Shore Drive,
through Sept. 5. Tickets for the exhibit must be
purchased in addition to the normal ticket price
for visiting the museum. For ticket information
visit www.msichicago.org.
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Courtesy GUNTHER VON HAGENS

“Body Worlds & The Cycle of Life” exhibit on display at the Museum of Science and Industry, 5700 S. Lake
Shore Drive, features more than 200 plastinates that tell the story of the human life span.
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STAYIN’ SAVVY

Obesity: the debate over weight

SINCE CONTROVERSY
sparked in the '90s
after skeleton-thin
models appeared
on runways and
in advertising
campaigns, there
has been a long
standing debate on
what’s considered
too fat or too thin.

“Fat stigma
spreads around
the globe,” was the March 30 headline on
a NYTimes.com blog. The writer discusses
stereotypes being created for overweight
people as a result of increasing obesity
rates worldwide.

One major question came to mind when
I read this. How much money are govern-
ments—America’s and other countries’—
going to continue pouring into anti-obesity
campaigns and studies? Who cares what
people eat? Everyone is responsible for his or
her diets. People don’t need to be educated
on what their appropriate weight or body
mass index should be to the levels certain
branches of government have taken it.
People do need basic guidelines and regu-
lations to follow. But guidelines should be
kept simple.There are a lot of contradictory
facts about food.

No one can even keep up with the infor-
mation released on dietary options half the
time anyway. The Food and Drug Admin-
istration is pushing for a new campaign
to warn the public about the dangers of
eating products with food coloring and
dyes. Simultaneously, there’s an adver-

by Stephanie Saviola
Managing Editor

Most dangerous johs

tisement for high-fructose corn syrup
products claiming to be “fine in mod-
eration” on another channel. It seems a
bit contradictory.

Some health experts concerned about
the overweight stigma said that campaigns
targeted toward weight loss are claiming
obesity is a disease. For some people, yes,
obesity is a disease and is carried through
genetics. But for many others, factors such
as exercise,food options and lifestyle choic-
es play a major role in the number they see
on the scale.

However, in some ways these advertise-
ments are fostering a negative environment
to make overweight people feel guilty. It’s
placing blame on them for being over-
weight. Maybe some people are comfortable
with the way they are.

Whose business is it to dictate how people
should feel about themselves. And if people
aren’t at the weight they “need” to be, there’s
a good chance they already know and want
to make a change.

In Mexico, ad campaigns crossed
the line featuring a poster of an over-
weight person eating greasy food. People
of all shapes and sizes eat greasy food
regardless of their body type. I wonder
what Americans would say or do if cam-
paigns like that ran in this country.

These advertisements need to be phased
out. They are cruel and have an obvious
message, to say the least. Government
branches like the FDA need to stick to the
basics and stop with all the confusion and
contradicting information.

ssaviola@chroniclemail.com
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A window washer cleans the glass of the 33 E. Congress Parkway Building on March 30. Window washers,
like some others with dicey jobs, use harnesses and climbing-certified gear at work.

Tree care specialists, window
washers, aerial riggers risk
lives daily for low wages

by Katy Nielsen
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

TOWERING 200 feet above the pavement,
strapped into harnesses, equipped with
cleaning supplies and climbing gear,
window washers squeegee off the glass of
sky scrapers. Dangerous jobs are similar
to extreme sports like mountain climbing
because of the physical and mental pres-
sures involved, and spring is the time of
year when these jobs are in high demand.
Tree care specialists, window washers

and aerial lift specialists—people who move
heavy equipment up to high locations—
work some of the most dangerous jobs in
the world at rates as low as $20 to $25 an
hour. These workers risk their lives to trim
trees, clean windows and set up venues.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor’s
most recent 2009 report,loggers, who have
similar working conditions to arborists,
have a fatality rate of 62 per 100,000 work-
ers.Logging ranks as the second most dan-
gerous job behind commercial fishing.
“It’s not hard to come right off if you lose
your balance,” said Aaron Garcia, 25, certi-
fied aerial rigger who lives in Sarasota, Fla.
“You're sitting on something that’s half the
size of a chair,and you’re pulling up some-
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thing that’s a couple hundred pounds.”

Aerial lift specialists work while sus-
pended high above the ground often to
build concert stages. Depending on the
venue, riggers can be suspended from 40 to
200 feet off the ground.

“You use carabiners, pulleys and different
kinds of ropes,” Garcia said. “It’s essentially
climbing except it’s inside, and there’s not
an ice base or a mountain base.”

Riggers use harnesses and safety lines
that will catch them if something should
come undone. Most riggers use climbing-
certified gear,according to Garcia.

While safety measures are taken, he has
seen people fall and ropes snap. He said
he knew someone who died in a rigging-
related accident several years ago, when
he slipped and fell from the area he was
working on.Though Garcia said he is aware
of the risks, he finds peace in his work.

“I get a very calm sense of myself when
I'm up there,” he said. “It’s kind of like a
heightened awareness. When I'm pull-
ing up something really heavy, I can hear
my heart beat. I can hear my lungs. It’s a
heightened place I put myself in.”

window washers, similar to riggers,
face dangerous conditions daily at work.
However, window washers have to brave
the elements, like wind and freezing tem-
peratures,in ways riggers generally do not.

William Dron, president and founder of
Prime Time Window Cleaning, who has
more than 40,000 residential and commer-
cial clients throughout Chicago, said he is
well aware of his employees’ risks.

“Every time they get up on a ladder
they’re taking a risk,” Dron said. “We’re
dealing with lots of variables: Sometimes
it’s drizzling or [a] windy day. When these
guys are up on ladders, maybe their foot-
ing isn’t as sturdy or the ground isn’t level.
There are risks all day [and] every day on
every single job.”

» Milk proteins coat the throat and
esophagus, promoting phlegm production

To prevent this, drink
water or juice after milk
or consume yogurt
instead of milk

- Milk digests slowly, and it sometimes
causes stomach distress if a person
exercises within 2 or 3 hours of
drinking milk

o

Not everyone can physically handle the
risks of a dangerous job, Dron said.

Arborists, like window washers and rig-
gers, must be strong, not afraid of heights,
flexible and able to withstand the elements,
according to Dan Klindera, district manag-
er for Autumn Tree Care Experts in Chicago.

Our guys are 70 feet in the air,
hanging by a rope above a tree’s
canopy ... and they're wielding a
chainsaw.”

-Dan Klindera

His employees typically work eight-hour
days, climbing, trimming limbs, cutting
down weak or sick branches and using
wood chippers to cut the limbs into small
1-by-1-inch wood chips. Arborists typically
make between $10 to $26 an hour, depend-
ing on the skill level of the worker.

‘Our guys are 70 feet in the air, hanging
by a rope above a tree’s canopy,” Klindera
said. “It can be windy, it can be rainy, it can
be snowing, and they’re wielding a chain-
saw and removing limbs and sections of
trees that can be a couple hundred pounds.
I would say it’s kind of dangerous.”

The team of arborists at every site must
be in constant communication with one
another, according to Klindera, because
their lives depend on that communication.

“Your life is in the hands of everyone on
that team,” Klindera said. “You could be
under a tree, and someone could be drop-
ping limbs at that time ...you could be put-
ting people’s lives in jeopardy.”

knielsen@chroniclemail.com



All-American Game

Top high school players
square off at United
Center, showcase talents

by Etheria Modacure
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

IN THE 1980 McDonald’s All-Amer-
ican Game, a local player from
Proviso East High School in May-
wood, I1l., was selected to play in
the event. Twenty-one years later,
in his hometown, Boston Celtics
Head Coach Doc Rivers would see
his son, Austin, play in the same
event at the United Center,1901 W.

Madison St.,on March 30.

The 34th annual McDonald’s
High School All-American Game
returned to Chicago for the first
time since 1982, when it was held
at the Rosemont Horizon in Rose-
mont, Ill., currently named the All-
state Arena. The game wasn’t the
only event held here in Chicago
featuring select male and female
high school basketball players.On
March 28, the Powerade Jamfest
was held at Chicago State Univer-
sity, which consisted of a skills
competition, a 3-point shooting
contest and the popular slam-
dunk contest.

Each player for the All-American
Game was selected by the end of
February to compete in the event.

“Just to come out here and
play in front of 20,000 people,
it’s just unreal,” said James
McAdoo, a forward from Nor-
folk Christian High School in
Virginia. “I just want to thank
the coaching staff for allow-
ing me to get this opportunity.
There [are] thousands of kids
who didn’t get this chance.”

Multiple colleges had pledged
talent in this competition with
the University of Kentucky being
well-represented with four play-
ers who have committed to play
for the Final Four participant.The
Wildcats will have a loaded fresh-
men class this fall to match that of
Duke University, which had three
players on the boys’ team.

For the girls, powerhouse pro-
grams such as the University of
Connecticut, Stanford University
and the University of Tennessee
had multiple players who will be
joining their teams in the fall.

On March 28, before the games
began, the All-American players
were able to showcase their tal-
ents and some impressed many
with their antics alone.

In the slam-dunk contest, future
Duke Blue Devils Marshall Plum-

lee and Rivers looked like they
would share more than playing
time as they were early favorites
to win the competition.

Rivers took off his black and
gold West team jersey to reveal
his father’s Atlanta Hawks jersey
as he prepared to go for a dunk.In
his first attempt, the 6-foot- 3-inch
guard from Winter Park, Fla., tried
to dunk off an inbound pass from
a teammate in the stands. This
failed and Rivers quickly impro-
vised a one-handed windmill
dunk from inside the baseline.

Plumlee, on the other hand,

looked like he was having a party
dunking the ball as he completed
one attempt with his left hand
placed behind his head and came
down and performed a dance
move. Unfortunately for Rivers
and Plumlee, LeBryan Nash from
Dallas outshined them and won
the contest.

Nash performed a running
power slam with the Oklahoma
State University orange Cow-
boys hat on. Before this attempt,
he leaped over a teammate after
jumping from inside the free-
throw line.

“I tried to be creative and give
the fans what they wanted,which
is a show,” Nash said. The native
Texan said his mother inspired

| just tried to go out with
a full effort and do whatever
my team needed.”

- Elizabeth Williams

him to win the contest and gave
him a helping hand picking out
his hat.

For the 3-point shooting con-
test, Kyle Wiltjer, 6-foot-10-inch
forward from Portland, Ore., won
the competition for the boys,and
Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewis, Ana-
heim, Calif., won it for the girls.
Wiltjer has committed to Ken-
tucky and Mosqueda-Lewis will
join the University of Connecticut
Huskies in the fall.

“I'm just honored to be in this
event,” Wiltjer said. “I've watched
the 3-point contest the last five,six
years and to be initand winitisa
great honor.”

March 30 was a record-setter for
the All-American Game and Eliza-
beth williams. The 6-foot-3-inch
forward from Virginia Beach, Va.,

(Top) LeBryan Nash
dunks during the
McDonald’s  All-
American Game at
the United Center
on March 30. (TOP-
LEFT) Austin Rivers
speaks with mem-
bers of the media
after the East boys’
team beat the West
team 111-98. Rivers
is the son of Boston
Celtics Head Coach
Doc Rivers. He will
attend Duke Universi-
ty in the fall. (RIGHT)
The East girls’ team
celebrates its 78-66
victory against the
West team at the
United Center, on

March 30. -

who will play at Duke next season
posted a double-double with 23
points and 11 rebounds. She beat
the previous scoring record for the
girls’ team by one point.

“I just tried to go out with a full
effort and do whatever my team
needed,” Williams said. “I think

rebounding was really important.

It was one of our keys to the game,
so I tried to rebound well and that
led to a couple easy shots.”

A new record was set for atten-
dance when 20,919 fans witnessed
two games from the girls’ and
boys’ All-Americans. Both East
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squads won their respective con-
tests with the girls winning 78-66
and the boys 111-96.

Three players from Illinois par-
ticipated in the event: Ariel Mas-
sengale, Bolingbrook; Anthony
Davis, Perspectives Charter High
School; and Branden Dawson,
Morgan Park High School.

Massengale will become a Lady
Volunteer at Tennessee in the
fall and reflected on how much
fun she and her teammates had
during the week.“It’s been noth-
ing but smiles and laughter this
whole week,” Massengale said.

Photos Brent Lewis THE CHRONICLE

“We’re sad it has to come to an
end, but I think we finished the
night off well.”

For Davis, who will be attend-
ing Kentucky next season, he was
able to fight off his early jitters of
playing in his hometown at the
United Center.

“Everyone gets nervous at the
beginning,” he said. “When you
actually step out there and start
playing, all that goes away. You
see nothing but the players on
the court.”

emodacure@chroniclemail.com
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Rush-ing to match success from past

Chicago team off to its best
start since 2004, new head
coach inspiring players

by Etheria Modacure
Assistant Health & Fitness editor

WHILE THE Chicago Bears are one of the pre-
miere football teams in the NFL, sharing
that distinction in the same city—but a dif-
ferent league—is a franchise that plays its
games indoors.

Ten years, nine postseason appearances,
four division titles and one ArenaBowl
championship are accomplishments
achieved by an Arena Football League
team that has seen changes with coach-
ing and offense within the past year: the
Chicago Rush.

After the 2010 season, Mike Hohensee,
the only coach in the team’s history,
abruptly resigned and took over the helm
in Philadelphia, leaving the franchise’s
all-time leading rusher Bob McMillen to
take control.

Through three games in the 2011 AFL
season, the Rush have matched their best
start in franchise history.The last time they
went undefeated this deep into a season
was in 2004 when they went 4-0.

After a 54-41 victory against the San Jose
Sabercats, on March 25, McMillen said he
loves how his players accelerate the gas
pedal to make plays,which he didn’t see in
the past.He’s pleased if there aren’t always
positive results.

“You always want to make mistakes

going 100 miles per hour,” McMillen said.
“You don’t want to be lackadaisical like I
think some teams Chicago had in the past.
I'm not going to allow these guys to do it.
If they’re going to make a mistake, they’re
going to go [all out] making that mistake.
I'll take that.”

The rookie coach is surrounded by one of
the stingiest scoring defenses in the league,
giving up 36.7 points per game.

Unlike playing outdoors, arena football
is played on a 50-yard field and opponents
carry a scoring average of more than 60
points per game. Currently, the Cleveland
Gladiators have the best scoring offense at
an average of 63 points scored per contest.

When asked about the Rush/Sabercats
game not being a shootout, McMillen said
keeping opponents at a low score will be a
goal throughout the season.

“You're going to see a lot more low scores,
especially with our football team,” McMil-
len said. “That’s what we predicate our foot-
ball team on, getting stops and controlling
the ball on offense. We’re not going to try to
hit the home run on every play.”

Controlling the ball and limiting turn-
overs helps a team avoid overcoming large
deficits, and the Rush have trailed an esti-
mated two quarters out of 12 played.In lim-
iting turnovers, they’re one of six teams to
throw three interceptions.

The offense is led by third-year quarter-
back Russ Michna, second-year wideout
“Big Play” Reggie Gray and kicker Chris
Gould, brother of Chicago Bears kicker
Robbie Gould.

With 15 passing touchdowns throughout

three games, the cohesiveness on offense
has been vital to the Rush’s overall success.
Five teams had more than 14 touchdowns
during the first three weeks of the season.

“We just have to continue to work togeth-
er,” Gray said. “As receivers, we see things
[on the field], and
we have to commu-
nicate with [offen- ‘ ‘
sive coordinator
Sherdrick] Bonner
and Russ. It’s things
they see and things
we have to do a little
bit different they let
us know about. If we
continue out there,
then we’re going
to get on the same
page, and the sky’s
the limit for this
offense.”

The other strength of this team is with
takeaways. The Rush leads the AFL with
eight picks and have forced their opponents
to complete 58 percent of their passes.
Defensive back Joe Simpson has three
interceptions and earned defensive player
of the game honors twice this season.

Simpson had two interceptions against
the Sabercats. The former University of
Missouri Tiger said the coaching staff rides
hard on the defense to perform each game.
He said the continuity on defense took a
while to develop, but he knows it’s coming
to fruition.

“It’s just doing your job and what the
coaches ask you to do,” Simpson said. “Just

the right way.”

We're a bunch of no-names and
guys nobody wanted. I'll take this
group over anybody because they
come out and they play football

make the play whenever it comes to you
and try to simplify it.”

The concern addressed for the Rush is
in relation to their kicking game. Gould
missed three field goals in as many games.
According to McMillen, he’s his worst critic.
The coach said he’s not
giving up on his young
26-year-old kicker and is
confident he can right his
ship.

“Chris Gould is not
going anywhere,” McMil-
len said.“Gould is going to
be a member of the Chi-
cago Rush for the whole
season. I don’t care if he
goes 0-for-26, he’s going
to make the kicks when
we need him to make the
kicks.”

As the Rush embarks on a bye-week,
McMillen was adamant about his bond with
a team he labeled as misfits and nobodies.
He said he will have to make some tough
decisions coming up in regards to cutting
players, which he referred to as “the ugly
part about this business.”

“I told these guys in the locker room,
‘We’re bunch of no-names and guys nobody
wanted,” McMillen said. “I’ll take this
group over anybody because they come out,
and they play football the right way.”

- Bob McMillen

The Rush’ s next home game is April 22 against
the Kansas City Brigade.

emodacure@chroniclemail.com
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The Rush offense is led by quarterback Russ Michna (top left) and wide receiver Reggie Gray (bottom left). Both players were together at Western lllinois University when Michna was a junior and Gray was a fresh-
man, and they spent time on the Chicago Slaughter of the Continental Indoor Football League in 2009. Gray leads the team with seven touchdown receptions through three games. The team’s last two home games
against the San Jose Sabercats and Philadelphia Soul ended in victories.
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