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Students to blame for low graduation rates
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Alumnus and past Columbia theater professor David Cromer speaks at the “Conversation in the Arts” at the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave. Cromer recently won the MacArthur Fellowship Grant and is
working on upcoming plays with celebrities Nicole Kidman, James Franco and Ben Stiller.

Celebrated graduate
returns to college as
part of speaking series

by Sam Charles
Campus Editor

COLUMBIA WELCOMED a former student
and professor to share his experiences
as an award-winning theater director and
stage actor. David Cromer,who received a

MacArthur Foundation Grant in Septem-
ber 2010,was described by the foundation
as someone “who is reinvigorating classic
American plays and illuminating their
relationship to the present.”

Cromer, 47, came back to the college as
the second speaker in this year’s install-
ment of “Conversations in the Arts” on
Feb. 23 to give his insight in how theater
is evolving, the different directions it is
moving in and how Columbia prepared

him for life after college.

“Columbia shows you how to create
from very little and how to self-motivate,”
Cromer said. “This place is what you
make of it.”

He left Columbia in 2008 to work as a
full-time freelance theater director in
New York City. In some of his upcoming
productions, he’ll be working with high-
profile film actors including Ben Stiller,
James Franco and Nicole Kidman.

The MacArthur Foundation awards
$500,000, which the recipient gets over
the course of five years. On its website,
the foundation states “the [grant] is not a
reward for [a] past accomplishment, but
rather an investment in a person’s origi-
nality,insight and potential.”

“I'm going to live on [the grant],”
Cromer said. “Prior to the last two years

» SEE CITA, PG. 7

Columbia wins discrimination battle

Former radio professor loses
discrimination lawsuit, forced
to reimburse college for costs

by Amanda Murphy
Assistant Campus Editor

SURIYA SMILEY’'S claim that Columbia
discriminated on the basis of ethnicity
when terminating the former adjunct
professor was recently dismissed by U.S.
federal court.

On Nov.2,2010,Judge Samuel Der Yeghi-
an issued an opinion that Smiley failed
to prove Columbia discriminated when
investigating the claim she made ethni-

Health & Fitness

Renegads e
struggling for rides

cally insensitive remarks in class.

“After considering all of the evidence
in its totality, Smiley has failed to point
to sufficient evidence
to show that Colum- ‘ ‘
bia’s given reason for
terminating employ-
ment was a pretext,”
the court order stated.

Because of the loss,
she will have to pay
Columbia $3,300 in
costs that will cover
a variety of fees it incurred during the
lawsuit, said Annice Kelly, vice president
of Legal Affairs and General Counsel.

“The court found [Columbia] did not

| think it's important for the commu-
nity to know Columbia acted respon-
sibly when a student complained of
discrimination against him.”

Fear Exrient
pushes performers

discriminate against Smiley, which is
good for the students to know and other
employees to know,” Kelly said.

In December 2008,
Smiley,who is of Pal-
estinian origin, was
notified by Stepha-
nie Downs, assistant
director of Student
Affairs, of a Jewish
student’s complaint
that she had made
anti-Semitic com-
ments in class. On Jan. 16,2009, Barbara
Calabrese, chair of the Radio Department,
and Louise Love, assistant provost at the
time and now the vice president of Aca-

- Annice Kelly

2nd Ward
results
y ..

demic Affairs, met with Smiley to inform
her of the complaints. The complaint led
to an investigation and Smiley’s termina-
tion from the college.

Love signed an affidavit, stating she
believed Smiley “did not observe profes-
sional decorum and did not understand
the boundaries between faculty and stu-
dent,” the opinion noted.

Columbia’s investigation into the alle-
gations was thorough enough to serve
as grounds for termination, the court
opinion concluded, noting “it was not
unreasonable for Columbia to expect that
Smiley would teach her classes without

» SEE SMILEY, PG. 7

Campus 2.
H&F e
A&C i
Commentary .32
Metro 35



2 THE CHRONICLE | FEBRUARY 28, 2011

enerally excellent, once again

NAIL-BITING DEAD-
LINES and pull-my-
hair-out moments
finally paid off
for The Columbia
Chronicle staff at
the Illinois College
Press Association
Conference this
year, when Chroni-
tes left with 32
awards under our
arm and something to brag about, at least
until next year.

For four consecutive years,The Chronicle
has taken home the John David Reed Gen-
eral Excellence Award, which is the most
coveted among competitors and a crowning
achievement for the best high-circulation
college weekly paper in the state. That
award topped the afternoon, along with
the other 10 first-place plaques for notable
photographs, graphic designs and articles.

The staff works countless hours in the
“Chron Cave,” reporting campus and South
Loop news to students, faculty and staff,
while keeping a full-time class schedule
and fruitlessly trying to maintain a normal
social life.

Because the staff sacrifices a normal
college experience—complete with a
party blur lasting from Thursday through
Sunday—it’s nice to have tangible recogni-
tion for a job well done,and it gives the staff
an energizing boost to finish the semester’s
remaining issues.

These awards validate journalist’s role in
society, especially when others fail to see
his or her values, and the job gets tough.

Recently,a Chronicle reporter came back
from questioning a lawyer who didn’t want
to deal with a college newspaper, and after
briefly answering a question or two, the
lawyer said, “You know there’s no money
in what you're doing, right?”

Yes, it’s true, most journalists will not
become millionaires. But the lawyer failed

by Spencer Roush
Editor-in-Chief

STAFF /' [/ 4 & & 55

Management

Spencer Roush Editor-in-Chief
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Commentary
Luke Wilusz Commentary Editor

Copy
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Molly Keith Copy Editor
Meghan Keyes Copy Editor

Amber Meade Copy Editor

to mention a couple of other things: The
hours are sporadic because news never
stops, dealing with angry or upset people
on a regular basis is unavoidable and find-
ing jobs is difficult in the crippled industry.

Yet, people continue to want to become
journalists, so it’s certainly not for the
money or glamour but the importance of
disseminating news and the truth.

Receiving collegiate awards and other
recognition is about as glamorous as col-
lege newspapers get.

And it’s great The Chronicle staff was
recognized for its steadfast dedication
to a paper that consumes their lives and
makes them question why they pay apart-
ment rent when they actually live at their
Chronicle desks.

To show how proud I am, Chronicle staff,
here’s a love letter to you:

Ilove our typical Monday meetings when
we critique the paper, still find grammati-
cal errors and realize a page or two wasn’t
spell-checked.

I love that we try to lower the noise level
when people are conducting phone inter-
views by waving our hands and creating
makeshift signs, telling everyone to be
quiet so they can focus.

Ilove Friday production days when edits
slowly creep in and we start a Connect Four
tournament (even though I was eliminated
first round).

I love when security kicks us out when
we’ve been here too long, but Chronicle
swag buys us another hour or two.

Most of all, I love the way you love the
paper just as much I do.

Thank you to Columbia for allowing us to run
independently and to professors in the Journal-
ism Department who occasionally lend a hand. A
special thanks to Chris Richert, The Chronicle’s
general manager, and Jeff Lyon, the faculty advis-
er, for their help with production each week and
putting up with all of us.

sroush@chroniclemail.com
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ings last from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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Flash Sessions: The Dynamics of Deejaying

If you're interested in studying a subject, come to these 90-minute flash sessions
for a condensed taste of what Columbia’s black faculty and staff have to offer.

618 S. Michigan Ave. Building
4th floor

e 3/ 2 /1.1
Free HIV and STD testing

In partnership with the Chicago Department of Public Health, Columbia offers
free HIV/STD testing the first Wednesday of every month. Students must return
two weeks after the testing date to the Student Health Center to receive results.
Students tested for STDs will be screened for gonorrhea and chlamydia. Screen-

1104 Center
1104 S. Wabash Ave., 8th floor

e 3 /3 /11

The essence of fashion is change — making it directly opposed to the principles
of sustainability and sustainable design processes. “No Waste/Zero Waste”
attempts to find solutions for dealing with fashion’s waste, as well as challenge
fashion systems through their conceptual framework. The exhibition examines
the intimate connection between fashion and waste and highlights sustainable
design practices and fashion products that consider the use and reduction or
elimination of waste. The gallery is from 5 — 8 p.m.

619 S. Wabash Ave.
A+D Gallery

J

CAMPUS POLL

Matt Bozenda
sophomore
fiction writing
major

“I’'m pretty ambi-
valent about it I
suppose. We need
a new mayor. It’s
good that Daley’s
regime is finally gone. [Richard M.] Dal-
ey’s been the mayor as long as I've been
alive.So any change is good change.”

‘ Carrie Wheet
sophomore
American sign
language major

“Iwill be interest-
ed to see what he
\ does.Iwas a little
conflicted about

: who I was going
to vote for, but I did vote for [President
Barack] Obama. I think if he picked
[Emanuel] to represent, then I trust his
decisions. [I hope] he will live up to it.”

“What do you think about Rahm Emanuel
winning the mayoral election?”

Liz Mazocer
junior
journalism major

“I can’t say I know
too much on
Emanuel. What
I know of him
is the publicity
side of him that’s been blown up—his
being aggressive and having a temper.
I think its going to be fun to see
what happens.”

Zaigham Khan
sophomore
fiction writing
major

“If he brings a
positive change,
then why not?
It’s good that
Daley’s getting
[out] because he’s been around for
a long time. Definitely for the city of
Chicago we need a new mayor [who]
will bring that positive change and a
new perspective.”

Chris Richert General Manager \. J
Health & Fitness Jeff Lyon Faculty Adviser
Etheria Modacure Assistant Health & Fitness Editor
Katy Nielsen Assistant Health & Fitness Editor
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Courtesy LAILA ALCHAAR

The “Tunnel of Oppression” exhibit explores different types of oppression and discrimination while engaging
visitors with interactive demonstrations. The exhibit runs March 1 and 2 from 4 — 9 p.m. in the Multicultural

Affairs Office, 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building.

Students create environment
to explore discrimination raise
awareness, create change

by Shardae Smith
Assistant Campus Editor

GUESTS WHO visit Columbia’s first “Tunnel
of Oppression” might find walls inked with
homophobic rants and tables filled with pic-
tures of hate crime suicide victims, which
fill the room as students yell racial slurs
at spectators.

One Tribe, a collective group of members
from the college’s student organizations,
put its spin on a national program aimed
at creating an interactive environment in
which visitors are subjected to various types
of discrimination. “Tunnel of Oppression”
will take place on March 1 and 2 from 4 - 9
p-m. in the Multicultural Affairs Office, 618 S.
Michigan Ave. Building.

During the event, groups will be led
through a series of rooms and engaged
in a full sensory experiential manner.
The demonstration will feature interac-
tive demonstrations, videos, sounds,
images and role playing—some of which
include explicit language that may be
deemed offensive.

According to Laila Alchaar, coordina-
tor of Asian-American Cultural Affairs at
Columbia, the event will explore topics
such as racism, sexism, gender identity
and homophobia.

“It’skind of like a haunted house,” Alchaar
said. “It’s scary, but it’s definitely scary in a
different way. It’s an interactive process,
and you just won’t be going through it
watching it; you might be put into a scene.”

Alchaarsaid One Tribe’s missionis to touch
on subjects not happening globally but cul-
tural issues students experience on campus.
She said it’s a way to “create change” on
campus. Though all sensitive subjects won’t
be explored, it’s an “eye-opening” presenta-
tion that challenges ideas and perceptions of
other people.

“Tunnel of Oppression” started in 1993
as a grassroots initiative at Western Illi-
nois University in Macomb, Il It’s loosely
based on the Museum of Tolerance in
Los Angeles as a stepping stone toward
creating diversity, awareness and toler-
ance, according to Columbia’s website.

Freshman marketing communications
major Tillman Liggins said he wants to show
others how people are oppressed and make
them aware of what’s going on.

“Our goal is for people to speak up
about things happening,” Liggins said.
“A lot of things go under the radar and
aren’t detected.”

In a promotional video, members of One
Tribe said they think the graphic, real-life
situation presentations will help those who
learn best from first-hand experiences and
become more aware.

Junior cultural studies major and Asian
Student Organization President Alison
Davino said she became involved with the
event because it was a great outlet for every-
thing upsetting her.

Junior cultural studies major and Asian
Student Organization President Alison
Divino said she became involved with the
event because it was a great outlet for every-
thing upsetting her.

“1 felt there [are] a lot of diversity issues
in Columbia that aren’t really being
talked about, and ‘Tunnel’ was a great
way to talk about them,” Divino said.

She said a misconception others have
about the “Tunnel of Oppression” is the
presenting group points the finger and
blames other people for their emotions.

“It’s a learning experience,” Divino said.
“It’s for people to go around and see how
people’s experiences are different and for
them to see and form connections within
their lives. It shouldn’t be something
deemed negative.”

Once groups are led through the tunnel,
they are encouraged to express their experi-
ence through guided conversation co-spon-
sored by Columbia’s Counseling Services.

Liggins said he hopes people will begin
speaking up about what’s going on within
the college community after experiencing
“Tunnel of Oppression.”

“These are our stories,” Liggins said.
“There’s nothing made up about them.
These are situations we experience on our
own, [and] we’re also experiencing them
here at Columbia.”

Those interested in participating in “Tunnel of
Oppression” are encouraged to RSVP at multicul-
turalaffairs@colum.edu.

ssmith@chroniclemail.com
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Thinking through ink

Body art used in new
exhibition to show true
black male identity

by Vanessa Morton
Contributing Writer

IN A three-shot photo sequence,an abstract
pattern of tattoo-covered arms stretch
across the frames that hang on one of
the gray and red walls of The Arcade, 618
S. Michigan Ave. Building. Patrons gather
closely to study the frames that resemble a
contemporary version of the iconic Sistine
Chapel painting “The Creation of Adam,”
by Michelangelo.This was one of the many
pieces displayed in the new exhibition at
the gallery.

“Fear Into Fire: Reclaiming Black Male
Identity,” which opened on Jan. 24, is part
of Columbia’s African Heritage Celebration.
Photography and film-based, the exhibit
showcases work from different artists,such
as recent Columbia graduates Shasta Bady
and Jabari Zuberi.

“The exhibit explores the black male body
and the special connection shared through
the narrative of tattoos,” said Nicole Har-
rison, curator of the exhibition.

Columbia alumna Harrison was pursuing
her master’s degree at New York Univer-
sity when she took part in a Black Body
Image class that explored looking deeper
into photography and the black experience.
The intent was to create narratives that
better explained what goes on in an image.

Harrison said she never imagined a
remark she made to a friend during a dis-

cussion about hip-hop artist Lil’ Wayne
would progress into her thesis essay.

“I made a very bold remark, I was like, ‘If
people just paid attention to Lil’ Wayne’s
body art, his tattoos would tell a deeper
story than his music does’,” Harrison said.

Harrison explained how her peers
became interested in her theory, which
motivated her to explore the idea.

“Fear Into Fire” reflected part of a book
Harrison read at the time of her research,
“The Hip Hop Generation: Young Blacks
and the Crisis in African American Culture,”
by Bakari Kitwana, ultimately inspiring
the exhibit.

Harrison explained fear meant the chal-
lenges black men and women face, and fire
(in a hip-hop context) meant something
considered hot, fresh and dangerous.

The exhibit is broken into four themed
sections based on topics of identity, repre-
sentation and personal narrative.

The first two themes focus on black male
representation through the art of tattoos,
whether it’s the literal message—“RIP”-
or the abstract tattoo art—*“Pain is a Sick-
ness”—which connect the relationship
between the body and tattoo. The works
are featured in two of the exhibit’s sections
including artists Zuberi and Akintola Hanif.
The artists tackled black male representa-
tion through a series of photos that reveal
young black men showing off their tattoos.

“It’s all about creating a representation of
yourself,” Zuberi said. “The tattoos symbol-
ize power and represent a specific moment
and memory for each individual.”

The exhibition reveals an urgency to pro-

The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan at 11th St.

Concert |

Events

ebruary 28
e Faculty Concert 7:

larch 1

A
Tuesday |
Music Student Convocation 12:00 P
.
: Student Concert Series 7:00 Pm
g

Wednesday March 2

B

_’ Jason Milbank Senior Recital

Music Student Convocation 12:00 PM

7:00 PM

Thursda_ﬂ\llarch 3

Eric Taylor Senior Recital

Jazz Forum

Victor Pichardo Senior Recital

12:00 PM

7:00 PM

Donald Neale Latin Piano Concert
at the Sherwood

7:30 PM

Friday March 4
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby 12:00 pm

2:00 PM

Ben Bueltmann Senior Recital

7:00 PM

Saturday March 5

Ben Joseph Senior Recital

4:00 PM

All events are free unless otherwise indicated. For more info: 312-369-6300
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“Fear Into Fire: Reclaiming Black Male Identity” aims to give insight into the history and meaning of tattoos

in the African-American community.

mote awareness to society’s misconstrued
notion of African-American men in main-
stream media.

Harrison said she believes black men
“resist their oppression by taking control
of their bodies that have been policed by
systems of institutional racism.”

She said by looking back historically,
starting from slavery, there are many situ-
ations where they have no control of their
body.Harrison explained that through time,
up until present day, police identify people
based on body art and general appearance,
placing labels on them.

“In the media it’s sort of hard to represent
yourself in ways that you see fit,” Harrison
said. “There are a lot of inscriptions placed
on the black image,so when we think about
taking control of our bodies it’s important
we represent ourselves the way we want to
be seen and not through the eyes of others.”

Zuberi agreed, explaining that it isn’t so
much reclaiming or losing male masculin-
ity but rediscovering it.

“Idon’t think you can lose your masculin-
ity,” Zuberi said. “I think this show gives a

Irvine Welsh
Crime

Jennifer Egan
A Visit from the Goon Squad

&~

Karen Tei Yamashita
I Hotel

Regina Taylor
p: )

The Winit)River Plays

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

MARCH 13-18, 2011

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO FICTION WRITING DEPARTMENT PRESENTS

Columbia COLUM.EDU/STORYWEEK 312.360.7611

MEDIA INFO: JENNIFERLIZAK@GMAIL.COM 708.707.1503

chance for artists to display black mascu-
linity in a more positive, straightforward
and informative light.”

The idea of bringing black masculinity in
a more positive and straightforward light
is portrayed through the last two themes
of the exhibit.

The themes focus on the actual physique
of the black male body.The works featured
in the last two sections include photos by
Bady and Jamel Shabazz.

“The work is about the intimacy of the
body and looking at how beautiful the black
male body is,” Harrison said. “It presents
that sensitive side that’s still masculine but
it’s still like, ‘T can be sensitive too and not
be seen as weak, not be seen as lesser than.”

While the exhibit poses the idea of appre-
ciating the black male body, the artists and
curator explain the collection eludes a uni-
versal message.

“It’s important to understand things
aren’t always what they seem, and people
should really dig deeper,” Bady said.

chronicle@colum.edu
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Apple announces new MacBook Pro family.
Available at the Computer Store soon!

Clearance 17” MacBook Pro
previous generation model RETAIL COST $2299

Columbia Price $2099
Now Only $1899

2.53GHz Intel Core i5
4GB RAM

500GB Hard Drive
Built-In 9-Hour Battery
Express Card/34 Slot
Intel HD Graphics +
NVIDIA GeForce GT 330M
with 512MB

Buy a Mac, get a Free Printer!”

Excludes Mac Mini, Applicable to In-Stock models only.

Columbia &

ComputerStore
COLUI\/IBIAF) COLLEGE CHICAGO ~ Store Hours @ M-F 11am - 6pm

& Authorized Campus Store 33 E. Congress Pkwy (Entrance off Wabash) e 312.369.8622

*Must be a current student, staff or faculty member and must have a current Columbia ID present. All prices and offers subject to change without notice.
All offers valid while supplies last. No rainchecks or special orders. All offers listed are valid on in-store only purchases. All sales are final.
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Minority retention efforts lack vigor

Low diversity rates in
colleges struggle to keep
students feeling welcome

by Sarah Butrymowicz
MCT Newswire

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY did a good job wooing
Nezy Smith. A Lehigh admissions officer
met the African-American honor roll stu-
dent at her high school in Lebanon, Pa.,
then kept in touch for a year, urging her to
visit the campus and helping her fill out
complex financial aid forms.

Smith arrived at Lehigh in 2008.She was
elated to experience college life and ready
to dismiss cautions by upperclassmen
she might sometimes feel unwelcome on

campus and in its social scene as a minority |

student.This included parties in the hilltop
fraternity houses.

A few months into her freshman year,
though, Smith and a group of black friends
waited in vain outside a frat house while a
member waved others in.And at times she
felt uneasy being the only minority in the
classroom, despite doing well in her busi-
ness and German courses.

By the next winter she was gone,joining
the roughly 25 percent to 40 percent of black
and Latino students who start at Lehigh but
don’t finish, depending on the year.

The institution that had worked so hard
to attract Smith hadn’t done such a good job
of keeping her, spotlighting a problem seen
at colleges nationwide.

Much attention has been given to the
push to make higher education more

diverse, with colleges trumpeting their
enrollment of underrepresented students.

But black and Latino students are, on
average, far less likely to graduate in six
years than their white and Asian peers.

Some colleges, however, defy the trend,
graduating all students at the same rates,
according to a 2010 report by the Washing-
ton-based nonprofit Education Trust.Using
these schools as an example, the Educa-
tion Trust concludes a graduation gap is
not inevitable.

When a student drops out of high school,
the tendency has long been to blame

3
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the school.

But when a student leaves college, people
typically blame the individual. But many
experts now argue at the post-secondary
level, institutions must shoulder responsi-
bility for their completion rates—and their
practices matter a lot.

Another way to look at it: While Lehigh
lost Smith, might a different institution—
such as the University of Notre Dame—have
kept her?

Like Smith, Dominique Higgins distin-
guished herself in high school—in her case,
Bonita High south of Los Angeles, where

she served in student government, tutored
others and was a shot-putter.

Last March, before its official letters
went out, Higgins was among a group of
minority students invited to one of three
all-expenses-paid “diversity weekends” at
Notre Dame’s South Bend, Ind., campus.

They arrived on a Thursday evening and
assembled in La Fortuna Student Center,
where their host talked about the agenda
for the weekend before casually announc-
ing, “Oh, by the way, you've all been
accepted.” After two seconds of stunned
silence—was it a joke?—the room erupted
into cheers.

Notre Dame is larger than Lehigh—8,400
students to 4,700—but both are selective
private institutions with high price tags
and solid student test scores.

The two institutions also have similar
combined black and Latino enrollments—11
percent for the latest class at Lehigh and 14
percent at Notre Dame.

But where Lehigh reported a 10 percent
gap in graduation rates between whites
and their black and Latino peers in 2008,
Notre Dame’s black and Latino undergradu-
ates completed their degrees at a rate 1.1
percentage points lower than the over-
all rate of 95.8 percent, according to the
Education Trust.

“We can’t just make speeches,” said
Don Pope Davis, Notre Dame’s vice presi-
dent and associate provost, who has led
a campaign to recruit more minority
faculty members.

chronicle@colum.edu

MAKE SURE YOU GCAN REGISTERON TIME

In order to register for upcoming sessions your student account must be in good standing.
If a hold is placed on your account, you'll be notified via Loopmail and by phone. Financial
Registration Holds will begin on March 7th.

N

You do not have to miss out on classes! Complete the following checklist to stay on track.

and selecting the Student Financial Services tab to view your Student Account
Detail and check for any remaining balance, as well as check for any Missing
Documents.

Make sure you've completed all the requirements for your chosen Payer Identity

Plan. Visit our website and keyword search “Payer Identity Plans” in the Virtual
Advisor Tool for more information.

. If you need additional assistance please join us for one of ox‘f’Managing Your

STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Alumnus David Cromer, center, held a Q-and-A with students before his featured conversation.

» CITA

Continued from Front Page

when I started making money, I have noth-
ing.My assets are nonexistent.There’s the
furniture in my apartment and whatever
money my mother might have when she
passes away.”

There is no application process to
receive the grant, but a person has to be
nominated by someone else. Often people
will not know they’re nominated until
they found out they’ve won.

Cromer has been lauded by critics
nationwide for his ability to pay homage
to a classic piece and keep its original mes-
sage, all while bringing to fruition “what
the play does to [him].”

He has directed his versions of “Our
Town” and “The Adding Machine,” among
others. He’s currently in the initial stages
of directing a revival of the Tennessee Wil-
liams play “Sweet Bird of Youth.”

Patti Smith came to Columbia last semes-
ter for the previous conversations.In April,
the college will host “Project Runway”
winner Christian Siriano as part of the
“Conversations in the Arts” series. Sam
Shepard, a Pulitzer Prize-winning play-
wright,was initially scheduled to speak,but
Cromer was brought in as a replacement.

Chris Jones, chief theater critic at the
Chicago Tribune, interviewed Cromer on
stage that evening. Before asking his ques-
tions,Jones recalled how each time he sees
a Cromer show, there are certain traits that
come out.

“[Every Cromer show] seems to have one
thing in common—a brilliant conceptual
core rooted in the most powerful kinds of
human truths,” Jones said.

John Green, chair of the Theater Depart-
ment, said Cromer coming back to share
his knowledge and expertise shows how
invested he is in Columbia and vice versa.

“[Cromer] is a fantastic example of what
we’re able to do at the college,” Green said.
“We know our relationship with him is
long term,and he’s invested in the success
of the Theater Department and Columbia
as much as we are in him and his career.”

Cromer plans to remain committed to
Chicago, although all of his work is now
in NYC. He added it’s his home regardless
if he lives in New York.

The two agreed Chicago and NYC are the
two major American cities with the most
vibrant theater communities, but there
are large differences between the two.

“Chicago is probably a better actor, but
[NYC] is a movie star,” Cromer said.

scharles@chroniclemail.com
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humiliating her students and
causing distress.”

Smiley filed a lawsuit against the college
on Oct. 5, 2009, alleging she had relieved
of her position on the basis of race and
national origin and seeking $300,000
in damages.

Smiley,who taught in the Radio Depart-
ment for 14 years prior to her termina-
tion, came under scrutiny when a stu-
dent filed a complaint claiming Smiley
said, “I should have known you were
Jewish by the size of your nose,” the
opinion stated.

The student said Smiley “repeat-
edly referred to his Jewish heritage
while making general statements about
Jews and made some references in
a manner the student believed to
be derogatory.”

In addition, the student claimed
Smiley had engaged in potentially sexu-
ally harassing conduct and humiliated
the student.

Smiley denied making the inappropriate
comments toward the student or engaging
in harassing behavior when approached
by Columbia and in court.

The press release published by Smi-
ley’s legal counsel, the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations of Chicago, CAIR
on Oct. 5, 2009 stated neither eight of
the other students who were pres-
ent in the class nor the teacher’s
assistant observed any anti-Semit-
ic comments or harassment of the
complaining student.

The council is a nonprofit organiza-
tion,and is America’s largest Islamic civil

liberties group.

It also claimed no witnesses were ever
contacted or questioned.

“Despite no evidence any misconduct
was committed, the college refused to
conduct an investigation into the stu-
dent’s allegation and swiftly fired Smi-
ley,” according to the press release.

The court opinion stated Smiley
testified that she believed someone
wrote the complaint for the student,
and whoever did was racist and held
a vendetta against her because of
her heritage.

She also said the student’s written
complaint shows literary skills beyond
that of the student who accused her, the
opinion said.

“Sue Smiley alleged the investiga-
tion and the complaint were a pretext
because [she claimed] we really wan-
ted to fire her because she was Arab,”
Kelly said.

At court, Smiley produced evidence
concerning five instructors at Colum-
bia accused of violating the anti-dis-
crimination and harassment policy of
the college.

Smiley claimed these instances
were the same as hers but were hand-
led differently.

She failed to prove the instructors were
treated more favorably, according to the
court order.

“It’s important for the community to
know Columbia acts responsibly when
a student complained of discrimina-
tion against him,” Kelly said. “We
appropriately investigated, and we are
glad the court vindicated Columbia’s
proper action.”

amurphy@chroniclemail.com

For more information, contact:
International Programs

600 S. Michigan Ave., Suite 1311
aiipoffice@colum.edu
312.369.6852

Join the event on" facebook

Come meet and talk with study abroad program providers to learn about the various
options around the world that are available to you!

Study abroad is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
travel, learn and live in a foreign country. You can earn
college credit and use your Title IV (FAFSA) awards to
help pay for approved study abroad programs.

colum.edu/studyabroac
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The anatomical heart is the world’s scapegoat

image +
implication

CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS

by Chella Sapkarov
Senior, photography major

I WAS 18 when I had my first emotionally
turbulent experience.Iwas deeply in love
with a boy who was leaving me. I roman-
ticized our relationship beyond compre-
hension: He was leaving for the Navy; he
was my love with an expiration date;
he was a beautiful mess I was deter-
mined to clean up. In two months, I had
become so enraptured in the concept of
our relationship, when we realized we
were not fond of each other, I broke down

Critical Photo

of the week

entirely. My mother, attempting to be
supportive though she detested the boy,
held me as I cried and muttered some-
thing about “knowing she would break
your heart.”

Three years later, I have issues compre-
hending that phrase.I hear it, or a varia-
tion of it, daily. A heart can’t break. It can
stop beating. It can stop pumping blood.
Emotions, desires, regrets—none of those
are in the heart’s repertoire. It simply
cannot break. But phrases like this are
so common I have to question whether
anyone thinks the way I do. Or rather, if
anyone sees the way I do.

Though my focus will always be pho-
tography, it is a medium largely con-
cerned with concept and telling a story
without any aid outside the photo-
graph’s content. I may be able to come
up with a concept, but I have spent two
years struggling with the heart and its
status in popular culture. I spent weeks
photographing my interpretations of those
literal phrases, deconstructing hearts in
an attempt to reassess their true mean-
ing. That work channeled my 18-year-old
angst. Those phrases that once centered
around things the boy said were now tan-
gible photographs, images that existed

somewhere outside of my brain. Perhaps
for that reason, or because they were
terrible photographs, my work was always
poorly received. The heart is already a
conceptualized object; how could seeing
one in a photograph really bring any new
meaning to it? How could those images
stand alone without any context?

That’s the beauty of literality, though.
the concept is huge in the arts and in
everyday life.So little is tangible anymore.
Reinterpreting hearts to reposition them
as a necessity was the concept. But in an
age where we search for single objects to
multitask in numerous ways, it is hard
to appreciate anything that serves only
one purpose, even if that single purpose is
more important than 50.

Even now, it baffles me it is not enough
to pump blood and keep people alive—the
heart has to be responsible for every-
thing else. This must have been what
my mother was saying. The boy “break-
ing” my heart referred to my emotional
tumult, my adolescent breakdown and
loss of self. The same way when the boy
claimed I had the “key to his heart:”
He was truly saying he trusted me and
admired me enough that he was willing
to make himself completely and painful-

ly vulnerable. We were willing to throw
away all other responsibilities and precau-
tions and commit ourselves completely to
each other—even if we didn’t necessarily
mean it.

Strangely enough, greeting card com-
panies have made sure we attribute these
acts of irresponsibility to our hearts.
However, anatomically, our brains are the
culprits for these processes. Our subcon-
scious, that sneaky bastard, is responsible
for emotions so terrible there needs to be
some kind of palpable offender,something
or someone to place blame on when we
make bad decisions.The anatomical heart
is now the world’s scapegoat.

Then how do images of the heart affect
people? I know how they affect me. There
is solace in reinstating an object’s value
as an organ, as an essential part of every
human being.There is beauty in realizing
everyone’s heart is the size of his or her fist.
There is comfort in knowing everyone’s
heart is wired almost the same way and
the variances are few and far between.

I can’t change the way I see or the way
I think, and I don’t expect to change
anyone else’s.

chronicle@colum.edu

CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS

getinvolved

Successful essays generally make one solid point
or have one central focus.Try to make that point
by telling a story; use description and anecdotes
to bring your story to life for readers. Submissions
should be approximately 750 words; expect them to
be edited down for publication.

Send essays via e-mail to Sharon Bloyd-Peshkin
at Speshkin@colum.edu or criticalencoun-
ters@colum.edu. Please include your academic
department and your classification (student, staff,
faculty,administrator). If you are a student, please
include your major and your level (freshman,
sophomore, junior, senior). Include your contact
information (e-mail and phone).

aking Meaning,” like “Image & Implica-
Mtion,” will explore how images—visual,
verbal and virtual—affect us. How do images
determine the way we see our world and our
role in it? How do our images of other people
affect the way we respond to them? What kind of
images foment action? What is our responsibility
as image-creators?

We are looking for concise essays from faculty,

staff and students.These voices will provide
us with a variety of perspectives on the importance
and impact of the images we confront and create.

Courtesy CHELLA SAPKAROV

image + implication CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS image + implication CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS image + impli



e ———
ABRNAY A \/ N /i g
N T YNY VYV VL ! Lo,

FRIDAY, MARCH 25

SILVER TONGUE PRESENTS:
Columbia Student Readers with

Aaron Cometbus & Al Burian, 2 - 4pir

Conaway Center, Columbia College
1104 S. Wabash

ZINES: THE NEXT GENERATION
Youth Zine Reading, 5 - 6pm

EXHIBITOR READING, 6:30 - 8:30pm

826CHI, 1331 N. Milwaukee Ave.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 26 All events are FREE &

open to the public!
ZINE EXHIBITION, 10am - 5pm
Conaway Center (1st & 8th Floor) All venues are wheelchair accessible
Columbia College, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
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Workshops, Lectures and More! y = GRAFT FAIR
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In April, the Yes Men, will bring the Yes Lab back to Columbia College to examine and
challenge media images, propagation and, meaning. The Yes Lab engages students and
community partners in a dynamic mentorship opportunity while exploring approaches
to media activism and developing the skills to carry out successful Yes Men style media
intervention campaigns.

g

The Yes Men impersonate big-time criminals in order to publicly humiliate them. Their
targets are leaders and big corporations who put profits ahead of everything else. They.
agree their way into the fortified compounds of commerce, ask questions, and then
smuggle out the stories of their hijinks to provide a public glimpse at the
behind-the-scenes world of business. In other words, the Yes Men are team players... But
they play for the opposing team. (theyesmen.org)

7
g
g
g
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~ For more information and an application go to

\\\\

Participants MUST be available the following
days and times:

Friday, April 8,201 | | pm to 6 pm
Saturday, April 9,201 1 | pm to 6 pm
Sunday, April 10,201 | | pm to 6 pm

)
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INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF

WOMENG&GENDER
IN THE ARTS AND MEDIA
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No charter hus for Renegades this season

Club sports carpool to
games, basketball team
forfeits final two contests

by Etheria Modacure
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

THIS SEASON, the Columbia Renegades bas-
ketball team looked to snap their losing
streak with better play and discipline.
Before the season began, tryouts were
rained out for the Renegades because they
were held at an outdoor basketball court.

Toward the end of the season, the team
had to forfeit its final two games because
of transportation problems. One of the
SUVs assistant coach Bruce Kolman rented
broke down.

Columbia doesn’t provide transportation
for any club teams, and renting buses or
vans can be expensive for the Renegades.
Most of the teams carpool to their games,
while their opponents enjoy the luxury of
abus.

“It’s really hard for the teams to have
games if there’s no way for them to get to
games,” said Kevin Hartmann, vice presi-
dent of the Renegades. “Columbia doesn’t
have any sort of van or anything we
could rent.”

Hartmann said renting vehicles from
other sources like a bus or car company
isn’t an option because of the Renegades’
limited budget. He expressed that because
Columbia doesn’t have an athletic facil-
ity,every Renegades game has to be played
away.

The Renegades use South Loop Elemen-
tary School, 1212 N. Dearborn St., for all

of their team practices excluding baseball.
Each team has an hour to practice and if the
school needs to use the gym for an event,
the Renegades have no other place to go.

Columbia doesn’t support the Renegades
heavily, and the team has to raise money
on its own through fundraising, Hartmann
said. This can be a daunting task for new-
comers looking to join a team, according
to Hartmann.

“We can only give them about a quar-
ter of what they need for each sport,” he
said. “We’ll pay league fees or we’ll pay for
new jerseys, but [they] have to pay for ref-
erees for games or the facilities [they] need
because as an organization, we don’t have
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The curry cure

Drug derived from
curcumin shown to
rebuild brain cells

by Katy Nielsen
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

THE GOLDEN-COLORED Indian spice tur-
meric, or curcumin, has been used as a
medicinal remedy in India for centuries.
The recent development of a hybrid drug
derived from the spice—currently being
tested in the U.S.—may be the key to repair-
ing damaged brain cells in stroke and head
trauma patients.

The study, titled “New hybrid drug,
derived from common spice, may protect,
rebuild brain cells after stroke,’released
on Feb. 9, documents significant benefit
on cell development of a tumeric hybrid
compound called CNB-001.

In the study, conducted by research
scientist Paul A. Lapchak, director of
translational research in the Department
of Neurology at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center, scientists administered CNB-001
to rats within an hour of a stroke. This is
a time frame comparable to three hours
after a stroke in humans. According to the
research, the drug significantly reduced
motor impairment.

“It would be really great to have a new
compound that would start rebuilding the
brain or brain pathways,” Lapchak said.

Scientists have discovered CNB-001
causes cell survival and growth. It repairs

neurons,which are the building blocks of
brain cells.

According to Lapchak, in addition to
helping stroke patients, CNB-001 seems to
promote memory retrieval following trau-
matic brain injury and help patients with
Alzheimer’s disease.

Lapchak and his team are working to
create new analogs or chemical derivations
of CNB-001 in case they discover problems
with one of the molecules along the way.

“We haven’t had any problems with this
so far,” he said. “We’re taking this one step
at a time.”

Despite the findings, one difficulty
scientists are confronting is the mixed
information available about the scientific
research on curcumin. The findings are
often inconsistent.

“It’s frustrating. A lot of the literature
comes out of Asia and hasn’t been repro-
duced in North America,” Lapchak said.
“There’s research across the world that’s
all different quality.”

Curcumin and similar natural products
are used as medicine in India and other
countries in Asia, but the pharmaceuti-
cal companies in the U.S. are currently
not interested in developing them into
useable drugs due to patent issues,accord-
ing to David R. Schubert, professor and
laboratory head of the Cellular Neurobiol-
ogy Laboratory at the Salk Institute for Bio-
logical Studies in California and member of
Lapchak’s research team.

For years, scientists struggled with how

the money to give each team.”

With the excruciating tasks each team
have to get to a game, practice as a team
and raise money, Kolman said he enjoys
coaching the basketball team, regardless if
he has to pay for gas out of his pocket.

He said it would be nice if the col-
lege could add a facility for each team to
practice adequately. He noted it would
help the Renegades if Columbia provided
better transportation.

“Our attitude is we have an opportunity
to play college basketball, and we’re giving
that to our players,” Kolman said. “They

to repair brain cells in stroke victims. Cur-
rently,one drug, tissue plasminogen activa-
tor, is approved for ischemic stroke, which
occurs when a clot blocks blood flow to
the brain.

According to Schubert, tPA is effective in
20 percent of the cases, and it sometimes
causes internal bleeding and can lead
to death.

“Our drug [CNB-001] directly protects
nerve cells from dying and does not cause
bleeding from damaged blood vessels,”
Schubert said.

Patrick D. Lyden, chairman of Cedars-
Sinai’s Department of Neurology, was an
integral part of a trial that resulted in the
Food and Drug Administration’s approv-
al of tPA in 1996. Now, Lyden is work-
ing with Lapchak and his team on the
developing research.

“I’'m optimistic an effective treatment

enjoy it,and it’s the whole nine yards.If we
can stay close to some of these teams, we
feel good about it.”

Kolman said he can’t afford to rent
12-passenger vans every weekend. He said
it wouldn’t take much out of Columbia’s
budget to find adequate transportation and
practice time at a better facility.

“|Columbia is] completely mistaken
if they don’t think there’s a good part of
the population that cares about sports,”
Kolman said. “We’ve got kids [with] various
abilities, and they just want to play the
game. It’s really too bad that the school

__turns a cold shoulder toward that.”

The Renegades baseball
team, which is associ-
ated with the National
Club Baseball Asso-
\ ciation, recently found
a new field to play
games at, Bedford Park.
Mackinley Salk, senior
radio major and the
team captain signed
\| the team up to play
games in the park.
The baseball team car-
pools to games, which
can sometimes be in
Indiana and play week-
end series against other
schools’ club teams.
4 salk said his brother,
who plays high school
hockey, traveled in a
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can emerge,” Lyden said. “The trials take a
while and must be done well. [It is] expen-
sive and complicated, but once the trial
work is done, the package for the FDA is
fairly straightforward.”

To get FDA approval for the hybrid drug,
Lapchak and his team need to show there
are no negative effects or serious health
risks caused by CNB-001.

“We try to use a rational drug develop-
ment approach, which has a lot of steps
involved in it,” Lapchak said of the process
his current team is going through. “The
final step is clinical trial, and there are
always surprises to be had there.”

If the research stays on track, scientists
involved in the curcumin study expect to
begin clinical trials with human patients
in the near future.

knielsen@chroniclemail.com
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STAYIN’ SAVVY

Inefficiencies in

HAVE YOU ever
used an Internet
search to figure
out your medical
symptoms only to
find a grim or even
grave outcome for
your illness?

A recent arti-
cle published in
The Washington
Post told a doc-
tor’s account of
a patient who came into his office after
searching his symptoms on a medical web-
site and found his diagnosis pointing to an
aneurysm. He had nothing but abdominal
pain, which could have been caused from
something as simple as eating bad food.

The doctor in the article mentioned
another story of a female patient who
looked up her recently diagnosed disease
for treatment options and lifestyle changes
she needed to make. In her case, the site
was helpful. However, using the Internet
for self-diagnosis is almost always a failure.
And just like the article mentions, it can
cause more panic than needed. If you're a
hypochondriac, medical websites can be
your worst enemy.

The information on these sites may
be useful, especially if you can’t afford a

checkup visit or don’t have time for a trip
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health websites

to the doctors, but the results can more
often than not be an inaccurate diagnosis.
If something is wrong or you're worried, it’s
best to make time to see a medical expert.
And if finances don’t allow for a doctor’s
visit, find a free clinic.

Just last semester, a coworker of mine
looked up her symptoms when she had a
skin rash,and her diagnosis was the plague.
She never got the plague and is alive and
well. It turned out she had a mild skin con-
dition triggered by stress.

I'm guilty of occasionally using a site,
such as WebMD.com, to check for a diag-
nosis when I'm not feeling well, and I had
mini-freakouts when all signs pointed
to a rare cancer. WebMD has a feature on
the site where you can click on an image
of a body. You select a body part that cor-
relates with your symptoms. After click-
ing on my wrist the results for symptoms
range from carpel tunnel syndrome to
Crohn’s disease.

The featured doctor in the article rec-
ommended looking at websites that end in
“.gov” or “.edu” if searching your symptoms
online to help ensure the information is
as credible and accurate as possible. And
be sure to take whatever the site says in
stride before your online diagnosis causes
full panic.

ssaviola@chroniclemail.com
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Howling for playoffs

Chicago Wolves vying for
postseason, majority of
games at home in March

by Etheria Modacure
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

THE CHICAGO Wolves have endured a seven-
game road losing streak, close defeats in
the third period and battle with individu-
alism. The team is now in the midst of a
playoff push in a tight West Division,where
seven of the eight teams are separated by
nine points.

After climbing back above .500 on Dec.18,
the Wolves went 14-9 through Feb. 23 with
a win against the Rockford Icehogs. The
team will play a majority of its upcoming
games against West divisional opponents
and controls its destiny heading into the
season’s end.

There is a month and a half remaining
in the American Hockey League’s regular
season, and every game will be important
for each team. The Wolves will play 12 of
their 19 remaining games at the Allstate
Arena, where they amassed a 13-11-0-4
record as of Feb. 23.

“We can gain on people if we beat them,”
said Wolves Head Coach Don Lever after the
team’s victory against the Icehogs on Feb.
23.“They’re in our division, and if we can
win divisional games, then we can climb
the ladder.”

The Wolves have not beaten the Texas
Stars in the West Division this season.The
Milwaukee Admirals were in first place as
of Feb. 24. They were 16-17-1-2 against divi-
sional opponents before Feb. 25.

The West Division comprises seven

teams in position to make the postseason.
The Wolves had 66 points by Feb. 24. If the
playoffs were to start now, they would be
watching from home.

“It’s incredible how tight this [division]
is,”Lever said.

To qualify for the playoffs, the Wolves
must finish in the top eight of the West-
ern Conference. Last season, they won the
West Division but were ousted by the Stars
in seven games in the quarterfinals of the
Calder Cup playoffs.

The Wolves last won the Calder Cup in
2008. Veteran right winger Darren Haydar,
who was part of the Wolves’ last champion-
ship team, said without a lot of games left,
the team can’t keep giving up points at this
crucial time of the schedule.

“Our penalty kill needs to get better,”
Haydar said. “We’ve got to make sure
we’re a little more disciplined and don’t
take penalties so we don’t give up penalty
killing goals.”

Before Feb. 23, the Wolves were 19-20-2-
1 when they allowed a power-play goal to
their opponents and 1-3-2-0 when they gave
up a short-handed goal.

Working in the Wolves’ favor this season
is their 20-plus wins when they’ve allowed
fewer than three goals and scored four or
more goals.

The Wolves haven’t missed the playoffs
since the 2008-2009 season when they fin-
ished 38-37-3-2 and had 81 points.

With the team using two goaltenders
in Drew MacIntyre and Patrick Mannino,
Haydar said they have to do a better job of
limiting opponents scoring opportunities.

» SEE WOLVES, PG. 14
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syndrome
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stress fracture

cumulative process of muscles
of stress and on inside in one of lower
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Several possible causes

1. Over-pronation, or
inward rolling, of foot each
time it strikes ground

Some ways to
prevent shin pain

- Begin exercise sessions gradually

g
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- If you develop shin
pain, stop running until
it goes away; continuing
to stress overused
muscles just prolongs
their recovery

« Warm up well and
stretch muscles in
calf and front

of leg /
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- Wear well-cushioned shoes

- Run on soft surfaces such
as coated outdoor tracks or
indoor wooden tracks
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Calgary Flames vs. Chicago Blackhawks

In their chase to the Stanley Cup Playoffs, the Blackhawks have a chance to
improve in the Western Conference against the Flames.

United Center
1901 W. Madison St.
7:30 p.m.

P 3211
University of Minnesota vs. Northwestern University

The Minnesota Golden Gophers visit the Northwestern Wildcats in a matchup
of struggling teams in the Big Ten. The Wildcats are led by guards John Shurna
and Michael “Juice” Thompson.
Welsh-Ryan Arena
1501 Central St.
Evanston, lll.

I 3411

Milwaukee Admirals vs. Chicago Wolves

The Wolves play against their rival in a contest between Western Conference
foes. Chicago will play a majority of their remaining games against West Divi-
sion opponents in March and April.

Alistate Arena
6920 N. Mannheim RoadJ
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RIC Blackhawks sled
hockey team takes to ice,
compete in Paralympics

by Katy Nielsen
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

THE PUCK drops and two players fight
for possession. With hands armed with
shortened hockey sticks, they steer
across the rink with their upper bodies
and slam into each other, all while
strapped into sleds. Most of these players
are paraplegics.

Sled or sledge hockey is a Paralympics
sport, but the game follows the same rules
asice hockey.Every Wednesday and Sunday,
the Rehab Institute of Chicago’s sled
hockey team, the RIC Blackhawks, takes
to the ice at McFetridge Sports Center, 3843
N. California Ave.

“It is a great physical exercise for any-
body,” said Bill Bogdan,
disability liaison to Illi-
nois Secretary of State ‘ ‘
Jesse White and one of
the RIC Blackhawks. “I
just really love the sport.
I grew up with my dis-
ability and never got the
chance to be on a real
sports team before.”

The team was founded
in 1999 by two men; one of them was Pat-
rick Byrne, a Paralympian who helps over-
see the RIC Blackhawks’ training now.

Before Byrne lost his leg in a 1992 acci-
dent, he never played hockey. But the first
time he tried it, he said he was hooked.

“WhenIlost myleg I had nothing,” Byrne
said. “I thought my life was over. This gave
me my life back.”

Sled hockey rules are the same as regular
hockey, but players are on sleds equipped
with two hockey blades underneath.

The closer the sled’s blades are to one
another, the more maneuverability players
have. However,balancing is easier for begin-
ners when the blades are farther apart.

“Players use both of their hands to move
themselves around, but the game is the
same. It’s a full contact sport,” said RIC
Blackhawks Head Coach Dan Tun.“Play-
ers wear standard shin-guards, helmets
and elbow and shoulder pads like other
hockey players.”

Tun is able-bodied and uses regular

to get hit”

sport, sled required

If you're going to play sled
hockey, you can’t be afraid
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“When I lost my leg | had nothing, I thought my life
was over. This gave me my life back.”-Patrick Byrne
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hockey skates,but he has coached the tea
for the past year and a half because he said
he enjoys the sport so much. ;

“If you're going to play sled hockey,you
can’t be afraid to get hit,” Bogdan said.“It’'s
a little slower compared to playing hockey
on ice skates, but it’s a very fast-paced
disability sport.”

Eric DiLorenzo is a goalie for the RIC
Blackhawks. He started playing sled hockey
with the park district when he was in
elementary school.

“It can be a little scary at times being a
goalie, but I love it,” DiLorenzo said.

In terms of the game rules, the big differ-
ences between sled and regular hockey are
a few penalty calls,according to the players.

“T-boning is when you take your sled
and ram it into another sled, and you
form a ‘T, [and] that’s illegal,” Bogdan
said. “Depending on the severity, that’s a
two-minute penalty.”

While the sport is
highly physical, mem-
bers of the RIC Black-
hawks talked about team
camaraderie. For many
players like Bogdan,
who had never been on a
sports team before, this
is a chance to be part of
something special.

Byrne and several of
the RIC Blackhawks were on the U.S. Para-
lympian team in 2002. The team won the
gold medal at the Salt Lake City Paralym-
pics in 2002.

“Eight out of the 11 players we had at the
time made the team,” Byrne said. “That’s
unbelievable for a single organization.”

While sled hockey is not a sport exclu-
sively for disabled people, according to the
International Paralympic Committee’s
sledge hockey rule book, a player must
have an obvious physical impairment that
makes ordinary skating impossible.

Most of the players on the RIC Black-
hawks have a physical disability, but two
members of the team are able-bodied.They
may not be able to compete in the Para-
lympics, but that doesn’t stop them from
joiningin.

“It’s not like this is a special game for
people in wheelchairs,” Byrne said. “We
play this at a very high level.”

-Bill Bogdan

knielsen@chroniclemail.com

Sarah Mays THE-CHRONICLE
Zach Stemerick THE CHRONICLE
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Continued from PG. 11

limiting opponents scoring opportunities.

“We definitely have to help them out,”
Haydar said. “We have to make sure we're
limiting the chances against [them].
They’re both playing really well for us,and
we're letting them down as a team.”

Against the Stars on Feb. 19, the Wolves
gave up a critical third-period power-play
goal in the last five minutes, which ulti-
mately cost them the game. They were
able to bounce back on Feb. 23 with a vic-
tory against the Icehogs. Mannino started
against the Stars, and MacIntrye started
against the Icehogs.

Beginning on March 1, the Wolves will

Edward Kang THE CHRONICLE

have ample opportunities to gain ground
against divisional opponents with five
contests against the Peoria Rivermen.They
have two games remaining against rival
Milwaukee Admirals, the Oklahoma City
Barons and the Houston Aeros. They finish
the season against the Icehogs on April 10.

Lever said the team plays differently on
the road than at home. He has observed an
acute attention to detail when the Wolves
are away.

“I don’t know what the issue is at home,”
Lever said. “On the road we care more about
our system and the way we play. At home
we want to run and gun, we want to get
points,we want to score goals and we forget
[that] we want two points.I think that’s an
issue when you have of offensive players.”

emodacure@chroniclemail.com

Ting Shen THE CHRONICLE

The Chicago Wolves have missed the postseason twice in their 17—year history. The last time the team
failed to make the Calder Cup playoffs was in the 2008-2009 season.

» RENEGADES
Continued from PG. 13

charter bus to one of his teams’ games,
which didn’t leave a good feeling in
his stomach.

Salk said carpooling is fun for team
chemistry and bonding, but it becomes a
hassle when having to pay for their gas
and fundraising.

“The school does meet us halfway with
a lot of certain things, but it would be nice
to show up with a bus like a lot teams we
play do,” he said.

Salk said Columbia should make sports
more of a priority because the culture is
changing more incoming students are
attracted to it. He said the stigma of students
not liking sports is slowly decreasing with
increased awareness about the Renegades.

“If Columbia wants to bring in this better
student body, I would suggest they start
helping out their sports programs,” Salk
said. “What you’re doing, which is against
Columbia’s motto, is excluding students. It
was their whole thing during my freshman
orientation to not exclude any students,
now they’re doing it.”

emodacure@chroniclemail.com
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COURSES INCLUDE:

Fiction Seminar (3-4 credits)
FICTION WRITING INSTRUCTOR: Gary Johnson

Natural Disasters (3 credits)
SCIENCE & MATH INSTRUCTOR: Robin Whatley

Florence and the Victorian Imagination (3 credits)
ENGLISH INSTRUCTOR: Ken Daley

Intro to Fashion Journalism (3 credits)
JOURNALISM INSTRUCTOR: Teresa Puente
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Audio Drama; Commedia dell’Arte (3 credits)
RADIO INSTRUCTOR: Marssie Mencotti

The Art of Travel (3 crepits)
INTERDISCIPLINARY ARTS INSTRUCTOR: Jeff Abell
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Watch www.colum.edu/SummerinFlorence for further
announcements about informational meetings throughout the
spring semester. For further information please contact the
International Programs office at aiipoffcie@colum.edu or at
312.369.7726.
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cheesecake

Wow your friends
with a deliciously
simple recipe

by Luke Wilusz
Commentary Editor

CHERRY GRAHAM cracker cheesecake is a
simple and versatile dessert.It’s perfect for
parties, family gatherings or any time you
need to entertain a large group. It’s so easy
to make, you don’t need an oven.

You will, however, require all of the fol-
lowing: a large mixing bowl, a 15 x 10 inch
baking pan at least 2 inches deep, 1 box of
graham crackers, 1 can of cherry pie filling,
2 tablespoons of sugar, 2 8-ounce packages
of cream cheese and 2 8-ounce tubs of Cool

Start by mixing the cream cheese with
the sugar in a large mixing bowl. Once the
sugar dissolves completely, begin stirring
in the Cool Whip whipped topping little
by little until everything is evenly blended.

Once you have the cream cheese mix
blended, cover the bottom of the baking
pan with a layer of graham crackers. You
may need to break some of the crackers
into smaller pieces to completely cover the
pan.When the crackers are in place, spread

HEALTH & FITNESS
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making sure to leave enough cheese mix for
two more layers. Then put another layer of
graham crackers across the cream cheese.

Continue this pattern until you have
three layers of crackers and cream cheese
in the pan. After this is done, spread the
cherry filling evenly atop the layers. Let it
sit in the refrigerator for 2 hours until the

graham crackers become soft and moist.

Then cut, serve and enjoy.

FEBRUARY 28,2011 | THE CHRONICLE 185

INGREDIENTS

2 8-ounce packages of cream cheese
2 8-ounce tubs of Cool Whip
whipped topping
2 tablespoons of sugar
1 can of cherry pie filling
1 box of graham crackers

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Mix cream cheese and sugar in large
bowl! until sugar dissolves

2. Add whipped cream incrementally
while stirring until blended

3. Cover bottom of pan with a layer of
graham crackers

4. Spread cream cheese mix evenly
across the crackers

5. Put another layer of crackers on
top, followed by another layer of
cream cheese

6. Repeat until there are 3 layers of
crackers and cream cheese

7. Spread cherry filling evenly on top

8. Let sitin refrigerator for 2 hours until
crackers become soft and moist

9. Cut, serve and enjoy

KEY

L i B9

NOVICE APPRENTICE GURU

Whip whipped topping. the cream cheese mix evenly across them, Iwilusz@chroniclemail.com
D A D
Major Date Time Location Building
de Ve N A nciatio Art+Design Wednesday [1pm Quincy Wong Center 623 S. Wabash
AEMM Tuesday 3:30pm [4th Floor Multipurpose Room |618 S. Michigan
U -l e ASL Friday Noon The Loft 916 S. Wabash
Creative Writing Monday 3pm Room 320 33 E. Congress
Dance Wendesday |Noon Dance Center Classroom 1301 S. Michigan
ECE Monday 5pm Room 610H 33 E. Congress
Meet your SGA Senator Fiction Writing Friday Noon The Loft 916 S. Wabash
Share your thoughts Film & Video Wednesday |2pm Conaway Center 1104 S. Wabash
Free Snacks! IAM Wednesday |Noon First Floor Lobby 916 S. Wabash
' Journalism Thursday |6pm 2nd Floor "Orange Area" 33 E. Congress
More Forum information to come! Marketing/Comm [Tuesday 1pm The Underground Café 600 S. Michigan
Find out more on our Facebook pa e: Television Tuesday 1pm Television Studio 600 S. Michigan
Sga Columbia, or send us an emai at School-W; Friday Noon  [The Loft 916. Wabash

sga@colum.edu.
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How To: Get your voice back

by Katy Nielsen
Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

Ear, nose, throat
specialist gives
rundown of remedies

A SORE throat is painful and distracting, but
losing your voice can completely ruin your day.
The reason people lose their voice can be the
result of a cold, allergies, excessive smoking or
yelling at a sporting event, to name a few. Wil-
liam Gatti, otolaryngologist and clinical profes-
sor at Loyola University Medical Center, has
some suggestions for how to get your voice back.

Give your vocal chords a rest Overworking your vocal chords
will make matters worse. Abuse of this kind can very well be the
reason you lost your voice. Try not to verbally communicate with
anyone unless absolutely necessary until you can speak again
without feeling like you're straining your voice.

Zach Stemerick

Drink fluids. Thyme or chamomile teas tend
to bring some relief to a hoarse voice. Don’t take
in caffeine or anything that may cause dehydra-
tion. “Warm fluids and honey are presumed
to be medicinal,” Gatti said. “If it relieves the
symptoms, | have no objection to it.”

Appropriate medication. “The treatment is based
on the history of a patient and our findings when they
come into the office,” Gatti said. “Either antibiotics or
allergy medication can help. Sometimes allergens will
swell the vocal chords.”

THE COLUMBIA

_HRONICLE

WWW.COLUMBIACHRONICLE.COM

It’s coming...
3.7.2011

Put on a humidifier at night. Moisture in the air
will help keep your vocal cords hydrated. “In the winter,
the air is dry. So keeping a humidifier on will help,”
Gatti said.

Avoid smoking cigarettes and wear a mask if
necessary. Avoid being around smoke and other irri-
tants if at all possible. “If there’s any irritant—smoking
is one of them—in the working environment, especially
for construction workers, you should wear a mask,”
Gatti said.

knielsen@chroniclemail.com

IS FREAKY FAST
YOUR THING?

GIVE JIMMY
JOHN'S A RING!

SHANE K. - HASLETT, MI

JIMMYJOHNS.COM

TO FIND THE LOCATION
NEAREST YOU VISIT
JIMMYJOHNS.COM

AMERICA'S FAVORITE
SANDWICH DELIVERY GUYS!

©2011 JIMMY JOHN'S FRANCHISE, LC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Director Gore Verbinski assembled a team of 40 animators to create his first animated feature, “Rango,” based on old-style Westerns. The film took five years to create from inception to final product.

Director trades swashbucklers for vermin in newest film

Five years in the making,
‘Rango’ is latest animated
movie to hit theaters

by Drew Hunt
Film Critic

FILMMAKER GORE Verbinski is best known
as the director behind one of the most
financially successful movie franchises
in recent history, Walt Disney’s “Pirates

of the Caribbean.” For his newest project,

the Western-influenced “Rango,” Verbinski
tried his hand at animation.

Joined by actress Abigail Breslin—who
lends her voice to the character of Priscilla,
a loveable, precocious rodent—Verbinski
gave The Chronicle a chance to dig up some
dirt on the film, including the casting
process, nailing down a unique tone and
Verbinski’s growing partnership with actor
Johnny Depp.

The Chronicle: The making of “Rango”

IMDB

Abigail Breslin voices Priscilla and Johnny Depp provides the voice for the title character in “Rango.”

differed from other animated films
because you actually shot a live action
version before the animating began.
Describe that process.

Abigail Breslin: We were all [in] the same
room together,so we all were actually play-
ing off each other,and we all had a little bit
of our costume on. It was better than just
being behind a booth.

It was a lot more fun than just being by
yourself, where they chose the best take
from each scene from another actor. But
we were actually with each other, so if we
wanted to change something we could. I
actually forgot midway through filming we
were doing an animated movie.

The Chronicle: How does that method
affect the filmmaking process? It seems
like something so unconventional would
create some difficulties.

Gore Verbinski: Thinking about this film
holistically was a major challenge. But
to see this team of 40 animators bond
together, I could ask questions and they
could describe and define the emotional
state of the character prior to having
mechanical discussions.

I have immense respect for animation
directors.It’s a lot harder than I ever imag-
ined.There are no gifts. Everything is man-
ufactured and created.

AB: Even though [Verbinski] took our emo-
tions and put them in animated form, you
have to rely on your voice to tell the story.
In live action,you can rely on facial expres-
sions,or you can raise an eyebrow or some-

thing like that.

In this, you don’t really have that oppor-
tunity, so you really have to make sure your
voice is something you use prominently.
It takes a long time to get it perfect. I
made this movie when I was 12, and I'm
15 now. But it’s been great to see it go from
each stage.

| have immense respect for ani-
mation directors. It's a lot harder
than | ever imagined. There are no
gifts. Everything is manufactured
and created.”

- Gore Verbinski

The Chronicle: Did you take a look at any
other Western films to find inspiration?

GV: I'm a fan of Westerns but really the
most modern Westerns, like the “wild
Bunch,” [where] the myths are dying and
it’s the end of an era. Progress is inevitable
for us. The railroad is coming. When I was
very young, I found Sergio Leone movies
[like] “Duck, You Sucker” and “Once Upon
aTime in the West.” I saw them probably at
an age-inappropriate period and felt like I
was sneaking into a forbidden world.

AB: That’s what’s so great about
[“Rango”]. There are references to movies
kids wouldn’t necessarily know but

» SEE RANGO, PG. 28



Democracy only as strong as people

IN A time when
many countries are
fighting for basic
rights and liberties,
challenging their
government and
demanding democ-
racy, many ameri-
cans persist in
ignoring struggles.
Perhaps it’s easy
for U.S. citizens to
forget because we are far away from it all.
What do we care? We already have freedom
of speech, the right to vote and material
luxuries to live and work for.We don’t need
anything else, right?

Not quite. It’s unfortunate how comfort-
able society is with our privileges. We take
our basic rights for granted.I'm no different
either. With Mayor Richard M. Daley leav-
ing office, we had the first mayoral elec-
tion in 22 years that ensured a new mayor,
and I didn’t vote. It’s not that I am apa-
thetic because I also disagree with certain
aspects of our government, but I'm guilty
for not voicing my opinions and demand-
ing change out on the streets. However,
people all around the world protest, fight
and get killed to have the same rights such
as voting that we choose not to utilize.

The U.S.is far from perfect, but we have
so much we should be thankful for. While
people frequently complain about being
overstressed, the high cost of a college
education and the availability of health
care, to name a few, we should seek solu-
tions instead. Sure, we can express dis-
satisfaction about certain aspects of our
government on the Internet through
opinion pieces and blogs, but it won’t
do any good unless we do something

by Benita Zepeda
Managing Editor

about it.

A strong democracy only functions if
people are an active part of it. We shouldn’t
get involved in other people’s battles, but
shouldn’t we pay more attention to what’s
happening around the world? I think we
could learn a thing or two from the people
standing up for what they believe in.

Our country’s generally apathetic
viewpoint toward larger issues and tacit
acceptance of problems with government
is our fault. We can always pass the blame
to insufficient media coverage or govern-
ment transparency, but it only goes so far.
While the media have a responsibility to
inform us, people need to remember those
newspapers, magazines and websites are
ultimately a business. It’s possible every-
thing we see on TV might not be true.

Look at how many countries protest
things like tuition increases. France, Italy
and England’s citizens are prime exam-
ples of people who won't sit back and take
whatever the government serves them.
Here, we're comfortable with how stable
life is but if we take time off to protest,
think of all the consequences we could face.
We could get fired, lose our income and
end up sacrificing our pretty apartments
and furniture.

It is time to voice what we believe in.
People have the power to change their situa-
tion, especially in numbers. Instead of stay-
ing behind computer screens or watching
the news disapprovingly, voice your opin-
ions, protest and fight for what you believe
in. Easier said than done, yes, but look at
Libya or Egypt.We're ademocracy,and if we,
the people, are not satisfied, we can make
a difference.

bzepeda@chroniclemail.com

‘Seinfeld’ character dies at 88

Len Lesser not only
an actor, teaching job
meaningful as well

by Beth Shuster
MCT Newswire

THE WORLD knew him as Uncle Leo, but
the students at Canterbury Avenue Ele-
mentary School knew Len Lesser as their
acting coach.

Lesser, who died last week at 88, played
a role at Canterbury few of his fans knew
about. Most kids and their parents there,in
fact, probably never saw an episode of “Sein-
feld.” They had no idea Uncle Leo was Jerry’s
uncle.They knew he was the older man with
the New York accent who showed up after
school and every weekend to run lines.

He had hundreds of television and
movie credits to his name, yet there he
was, spending hours at a school in an
out-of the-way, low-income San Fernan-
do Valley neighborhood. Along with his
friend, Canterbury’s then-magnet coordi-
nator, Marchand Erickson, he co-directed
“Fiddler on the Roof,” “The Wizard of
0z” and “Oliver!,” to name a few of the
ambitious productions.

He worked with students who'd never
acted before; some were immigrants
more fluent in the language of their par-
ents. He urged them to project, look at one
another and feel the emotion of the plays.
When the script called for it, he urged the
squirmy elementary kids to hold hands,
even kiss. It could be incredibly awkward.
I never saw him lose his temper or heard
him raise his voice.

But really, he was one of us. The moms
who could sew made costumes, the dads

who could paint made the sets and the rest
of us found any job we could do.(Let’s just say
some of us were really good at selling pizza
and drinks at intermission). Whatever you
could do,you did.

Lesser loved his volunteer work, his family
and friends said.

“He was probably even more excited
and enthusiastic about it than his work on
‘Seinfeld,” said Tama Ryder, an author who
spent a year with Lesser writing “Where’s
the Watch?! and Other Tales From Seinfeld’s
Uncle Leo,” his not-yet-published memoirs.

“He loved kids and being with chil-
dren. Being around all those kids kept him
young, too.”

He certainly didn’t take it too seriously.He
joked about the kids who didn’t learn their
lines and wouldn’t pay attention. His son,
David Lesser, said he talked about how hard
it was to work with kids rather than adults.
He adored acting, and he wanted to pass on
that passion, his son said.

“There was no mistaking my dad’s
love for the theater and acting,” David
Lesser said. “That Canterbury experience
was really an outpouring of his love for
his craft.”

And it wasn’t Canterbury where Lesser
spent his off-hours. His son said he vol-
unteered at a North Hollywood senior
citizens home and taught drama to special
education students. He helped out at an
adoption center.

“He had a heart,” his son said.

The kids appreciated him. On every clos-
ing night, when they handed<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>