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Jury out on
new cafes

Patience required
during food vendor’s
initiation phase

by Katy Nielsen
Assistant Campus Editor

CAFE UNIVERSITY, the new food vendor on
campus, is currently in the soft launch
phase of its three locations,and it is getting
mixed feedback from its customers.

The cafes serve coffee and tea, choco-
late chip scones, frosting-smothered
cupcakes, glazed almond sprinkled crois-
sants, baby spinach salads and roast beef
sandwiches, but the cash registers do not
work yet and the menus are handwritten
on cardboard.

The three locations for the new cafes are
the Wabash Campus Building,623 S.Wabash
Ave.; 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.;
and the Alexandroff Campus Center, 600
S.Michigan Ave.

Philip Tadros, the founder and chief
executive officer of Philcoextra, the com-
pany that owns Café University,has worked
closelywith Columbia throughout the cafe’s
opening process.

Tiela Halpin THE CHRONICLE

“We’re all trying towork together to make
everybody happy,” Tadros said. “I feel like in
a couple weeks things at the cafe are going
to be awesome.”

Tadros owns several coffee shops in
Chicago, including Noble Tree Cafe, 2444
N. Clark St.; Dollop Café, 4181 N. Clarendon
Ave.; and Chase Café, 7301 N. Sheridan Ave.
Coffee served at Café University comes from
the Metropolis Coffee Company Chicago.

With experience in managing businesses,
Tadrossaidittakestimebeforeacompanycan
run smoothly.

Communication between the college
and Café University has created some
delays for the vendor’s official opening.
Tadros said his company and the col-
lege keep an open dialogue because the
cafe’s cash registers, microwaves and
plumbing facilities are Columbia owned.

» SEE CAFE, PG. 6
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Immigrant

Web-Exclusive Video

‘ONE TRIBFE’
celebrates
diversity

teens left

adrift

Brock Brake THE CHRONICLE

Students and faculty from schools around the city rallied outside of Roosevelt University to push for the DREAM Act as a stand-alone bill. Defeated by the
threat of a Republican filibuster on the Senate floor, the DREAM Act, among others, would have provided a means for undocumented youth already in the

U.S. to acess higher education.

Proposal to ease
path to citizenship
foiled by GOP

by Darryl Holliday
Assistant Metro Editor

ARIANNA SALGADO wants to be a social
worker when she graduates high school
because she’s always wanted to be
involved with the community.

Actually, she’s not sure if social
work is the exact field she wants to go
into, but at age 17, she has time to plan
her future.

Soon Salgado will graduate from
Forest Park’s Proviso Math and Sci-
ence Academy, but unlike her peers, her
options for college are far more limited.
Having been brought to this country
from Mexico when she was 6, Salgado
is not a U.S. citizen and is therefore
barred from many of the rights and
privileges most kids her age may take
for granted, such as access to jobs, higher
education, drivers’ licenses and many
federal benefits.

On Sept. 22, a U.S. Senate proposal
called the Development, Relief and Edu-
cation for Alien Minors Act, more com-
monly known as the DREAM Act, was
defeated by a vote of 56-43.

Initially proposed nearly 10 years ago,
the DREAM Act would allow undocu-
mented students brought into the coun-
try by their parents before the age of 16

Health & Fitness

to attend higher education institutions
or serve two years in the U.S. armed
forces, in exchange for conditional
permanent residency.

“What I have tried to do with the
DREAM Act is to give these young people
a chance—a chance to earn their way to
legal status and become part of the only
country they have ever known,” said the
act’s sponsor, Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin,
on the Senate floor,according a Congres-
sional transcript.

Other qualifica-
tions for undocu-
mented immigrants
include “good moral
character,” being
between the ages of
12 and 35 and having
resided in the U.S. for
the last five consecu-
tive years.

Applicants would
beeligible for certain types of financial aid
with the exception of federal aid,such as

Pell grants.

However, the conditional residency
would only last six years and would con-
tain travel restrictions.

Violations of the guidelines,including
failure to graduate from a two-year uni-
versity or complete two years of military
service, would result in the applicant
again being subject to deportation.

Last week’s vote, however, pre-
vented the DREAM Act from passing

pass laws.”

Arts & Culture

Acne may increase
suicidal thoughts

We’ve got to con-
form our laws to
the reality rather
than hoping that reality
changes because we

-Doug Rivlin

Personal essays
for a cause

as an attachment to the $726 billion
Defense Authorization bill, through
a failure to muster 60 votes, the nec-
essary amount to defeat a threatened
Republican filibuster.

The vote also prevented repeal of
the controversial “don’t ask, don’t tell”
law from being advanced as part of the
defense bill—though it had successfully
passed the House of Representatives.

Republicans voted unanimously
against the proposed amendments—
most notably Senate
Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell,
R-Kentucky, who
moved to disallow any
amendment related
to immigration from
being debated on
the Senate floor. Two
Democrats also voted
against the bill, one
of whom, Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid,D-Nevada,did so as a tactic to bring
the bill up again at a later point this year.

Falling only four votes short of block-
ing a Republican filibuster, it was the
first time a Defense Bill has been kept
from proceeding in over 40 years.

Many Republicans, including Ohio
Sen. George Voinovich, claimed the
DREAM Act was not relevant to the
Defense bill.

» SEE DREAM ACT, PG. 37
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Encapsulating Columbia

WHEN | graduated
from Cardington-
Lincoln High School
in my small Ohio
town, my friends
and I walked across
the stage for our
diplomas,tossed our
caps in the air and
received congratu-
latory hugs and
praises. One thing
we weren’t expecting was having our former
eighth grade teacher hand out sealed letters
we had written to ourselves four years ear-
lier. It was our own miniature time capsule.

When I saw her pass out the envelopes, I
remembered how I thought the assignment
was dumb and childish when the project
was presented; therefore, I didn’t receive a
letter from my 13-year-old self.

Sure, my letter probably would’ve con-
tained some melodramatic ramblings about
being in a boring class where I couldn’t chat
with peers about that day’s drama, and
I'm positive it would’ve also contained a
profession of my love for Nick Carter (even
though the Backstreet Boys were anything
but trendy at the time).

by Spencer Roush
Editor-in-Chief

duction Center, administrators wanted to
include a space in the wall for a Columbia
time capsule to be in opened in 2040—30
years after the building’s inception, which
is also Columbia’s 150th anniversary.

Columbia purchased a registered time
capsule storage unit to show enrolled 2040
students what the now middle-aged alumni
were up to in college when Apple products
were coveted, and fully functioning com-
puters were shrunk to the size of iPads.

The college inserted the time cap-
sule in the MPC enclave and sealed the
interior wall on Sept. 24 after months of
determining the appropriate materials to
include from student, alumni, faculty and
staff submissions.

Columbia created an opportune chance
for those involved with the college to be a
part of something years after graduation or
retirement. Decades from now the reveal
won’t only be exciting for the new wave
of students, faculty and staff, but also for
those of us who experienced Columbia
in 2010.

To make this experience more enjoy-
able for contributors or the generation of
this project, the revealed capsule contents
should be available online or by any other

Little Mouth

Open Mic

Bring your own words and talent to Columbia’s open mic. You can sign up when
you arrive at the show, so come early to guarantee a spot. 810 p.m.

731 S. Plymouth Court, 1st floor
e 9/30/10

Dinner and Dialogue Series

Have dinner and chat about art, pop culture, media and everyday life with your
favorite Asian American faculty, staff and students. All are welcome. 5-7 p.m.

Michigan Avenue Building
618 S. Michigan Ave., 2nd floor

P 10/2/10
South Asian Film Festival

Supported by a group of local and high-profile sponsors, the festival aims to estab-
lish a groundbreaking cinematic and cultural experience, the first of many to come.

1104 S. Wabash Ave., 8th floor

9/27/10

Residence Center

1104 Center

Because I was apparently going through networking means available 30 years \_ )
arebellious stage in my life,I missed outon from now.
a chance to reminisce about the joy of ado- If everyone can be a part of this celebra-
lescence.I didn’t think my awkward middle tion of sealing the time capsule and the
school years were worth documenting. great reveal decades from now, no one will

I was wrong. Capturing any moment in be left without a self-written letter like Iwas CA M P US PO LL

time has its value, some more than others. atgraduation.These documents and objects

After coming to thisrealization on gradu- are our “letters” containing sentimental “How will Columbia benefit from a new m aj or

ation day more than three years ago,I may value to this generation and observations of in the Science and Math De pa rtment in art
have a chance to redeem myself and be a Columbia’s diverse and unusual community t ti o

part of another time capsule project,along we’ve all helped create. restoration:

with my fellow Columbia students.

With the construction of the Media Pro- sroush@chroniclemail.com Tyler Gasek Brittany Buckley
Freshman Sophomore
music major creative writing

SN /[ F B A

Management Photo “It could total- “I think it

Spencer Roush Editor-in-Chief Brent Lewis Senior Photo Editor ly benefit.I mean, would broaden

Stephanie Saviola Managing Editor Brock Brake Photo Editor there’s always people’s horizons.

Benita Zepeda Managing Editor Tiela Halpin Photo Editor some way to be But I'mnot sure it

Campus Graphics creative, and science is one way. would really make a difference

Sam Charles Assistant Campus Editor Jonathan Allen Graphic Designer Although I'm not too good at science, ~because we are an art school already,

Drew Hunt Assistant Campus Editor Ying Kau Graphic Designer I've always thought that it’s a so what’s the point in having a sci-

Katy Nielsen Assistant Campus Editor Elizabeth Puetz Graphic Designer grounds for applying fact, imagin- ence major? It would be cool, and it

Shardae Smith Assistant Campus Editor Erik Rodriguez Graphic Designer ation and creativity, so why not?” would add diversity, but it does seem

kind of pointless.”

Arts & Culture Multimedia/Web

Mina Bloom Arts & Culture Editor Bethany Reinhart Interactive/Outreach Editor

Brianna Wellen Assistant Arts & Culture Editor Cristina Aguirre Multimedia Editor .

Luke Wilusz Assistant Arts & Culture Editor Marco Rosas Assistant Multimedia Editor Jorden Thatcher Gabrielle Rosas

Chris Cummings Webmaster Freshman Sophomore

Metro photography major journalism major

Darryl Holliday Assistant Metro Editor Advertising

Meghan Keyes Assistant Metro Editor Ren Lahvic Advertising & Business Manager “Well, with sci- “It’s a great

Michael Ranieri Assistant Metro Editor Andrew Billmyer Advertising Account Executive ence, I think that idea. In that
. you could get into industry, there’s

Commentary Operations more possible going to be a lot

Eleanor Blick Commentary Editor Kelly Dickerson Operations Manager applications. Like of jobs opening

Colin Shively Operations Manager . .. . . tps

Copy technical applications that alsoinvolve  up.It will offer more opportunities for

Lisa Wardle Copy Chief Senior Staff art. It could be very useful.” students to get jobs after they gradu-

Amber Meade Copy Editor Jeff Lyon Faculty Adviser ate. Columbia needs to be more well-

Ciara Shook Copy Editor Chris Richert General Manager rounded.We’re an arts school, [but] we

Jackson Thomas Copy Editor should still study math and science in

depth.”

Health & Fitness \ )

Jaclyn Howard Assistant Health & Fitness Editor

Etheria Modacure Assistant Health & Fitness Editor
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One giant leap for Science Department

Columbia becomes
third school nationally
to offer program

by Sam Charles
Assistant Campus Editor

COLUMBIA HAS taken another step toward a
more diversified curriculum as of fall 2011
by offering a new major: arts and mate-
rials conservation. Not only is the degree
program new to the college, it’s also the
first degree being offered in the Science and
Math Department.
Arts and materials
conservation is the
process of maintain-
ing and protecting art-
works using different
techniques in chemis-
try, biology, tempera-
ture change and other
branches of science.
Michael Welsh, the
associate chair of the
Science and Math
Department, said this
field of study suits
Columbia well.
“This particular major

has often stated its commitment to increas-
ing scientific knowledge and proficiency
within the college community.

Columbia founded the Institute for Sci-
ence Education and Science Communica-
tion in 1991.

According to its mission statement, it
aims to develop creative, engaging and
rigorous science, technology and math-
ematics curricula for undergraduate
students, as well as elevate the scientific
literacy of a diverse multicultural com-
munity, not only of students but also of
science teachers and the general citizenry.

Brent Lewis THE CHRONICLE

works and fits nicely,”

Constantin Rasinariu (left), chair of the Science and Math Department,

Welsh said. “The actual, and Michael Welsh (right), associate chair, are helping to spread the word
physical work of conserv- about the new major in the department: arts and materials conservation.

ing is a chemical and
physical process.”

Columbia is the third college nationally
and the first college in the Midwest to offer
arts and materials conservation as a major.
New Mexico State University and the Uni-
versity of Delaware are the other two.

While this is Columbia’s first major in the
Science and Math Department, the college

Apart from core classes, students who
major in arts and materials conserva-
tion must spend a full academic year
studying abroad in Florence, Italy, at
Lorenzo de’ Medici, a fine arts college and
conservation laboratory.

“A student [graduating from] this major
will have the science they need, the require-

ments to go to grad school and some experi-
ence,” Welsh said.

The cost of living and studying abroad for
a full academic year is comparable to living
in one of Columbia’s on-campus housing
options.Students’ first opportunity to study
in Italy will come in 2013,and the estimated
housing costs will be $7,872, according to
the program overview distributed by the
Science and Math Department.

Columbia’s most inexpensive on-
campus housing option starts at $8,446,
according to the Residence Life page of
Columbia’s website.

Student reaction has been positive, Welsh
said. But Beatrix Budy, an assistant profes-
sor in the Science and Math Department
who is teaching some of the core classes
within the major, first wants students to
recognize the new program at the college.

“I want [students] to be aware, just to
know,” Budy said. “I'd be very happy if they
were to explore and see what it’s about
because this might be wonderful.”

Constantin Rasinariu, chairman of the
Science and Math Department, said that
even before it was approved, the idea to
bring a major to the Science and Math
Department intrigued students.

“Before being approved, rumors of the
major were propagating in the college and
we had students asking us when it was
going to be approved,” Rasinariu said. “Stu-
dents are really interested.”

One of the biggest upsides to the new
major is the possibility of attracting pro-
spective students.

Budy believes a unique appeal to the new
area of study does exist.

“Now students don’t have to decide
between being scientific and being
artistic,” Budy said. “They can do both.”

Erik Rodriguez THE CHRONICLE

Rasinariu said the administration was
very interested in helping make the idea
of a major in the Science and Math Depart-
ment a reality.

“[The administration] actually helped us
a lot to make sure it’s a major that speaks
as broadly as possible for Columbia’s needs
and programs,” Rasinariu said.

But it was not only Columbia’s adminis-
tration that supported the idea. Faculty of
the Science and Math Department are very
enthusiastic about the new degree program
as well.

“We've got everybody making sugges-
tions and willing to give input on the new
courses,” Welsh said. “There is a lot of

» SEE SCIENCE, PG. 6

Celebrities announced, stage set for Conversations

Famous artists scheduled
to appear at Columbia for
2010-2011 CITA series

by Katy Nielsen
Assistant Campus Editor

COLUMBIA ANNOUNCED its three speakers for
the sixth year of Conversations in the Arts,
a series of in-depth interviews featuring
prominent cultural figures in the fine and
performing arts.

Speakers include singer/songwriter/
poet Patti Smith on Nov. 30, Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright and actor Sam Shepard
on Feb. 22,2011, and the season four “Proj-
ect Runway” winner Christian Siriano on
April 25,2011.

“All of these artists have wonderful
things to say about life, work, creativity,
the importance of perseverance and pursu-
ing your life goals,” said Eric Winston, vice
president of Institutional Advancement,
who oversees the CITA series.

Columbia emphasizes innovation, inter-
disciplinary work and encourages its stu-
dents to create change. This series gives
students a chance to peer into the life of
people doing that at a high profile level,

Winston said.

“We give great
care to the selec-
tion of the people
that we bring in
for the series,”
Winston said.

Smith is the
first presenting
artist for the CITA
series. She helped
define the punk
rock movement
in the ’70s. Smith
collaborated with
renowned musi-
cians, including
Bruce Springsteen.

She has received
numerous awards

ry about her life titled
“Patti Smith: Dream
of Life” aired on PBS
in 20009.

All speakers have
reinvented them-
selves throughout
their careers in ways
similar to Smith.

John Green, chair-
man of the Theater
Department, said he
thinks truly great art-
ists evolve.

“The artists I most
admire are always in
a process of develop-
ment,” Green said.
“They diversify; they

Courtesy STEVE SEBRING 3]]low themselves to

for her achieve-
ments across many
artisticendeavors.
“Patti Smith is clearly an icon in the
rock world,” Winston said. “I'm just awed
by the attention she is receiving. People
seemed to really be enamored with her.”
Smith was inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 2007. A 2008 documenta-

Patti Smith, pictured above, is coming to Columbia
this year for the Conversations in the Arts series.

be inspired.”

Shepard’s appear-
ance is a joint effort
between CITA, the Fiction Writing Depart-
ment,which is billing the visit as a “Prelude
Event” to its annual Story Week Festival of
Writers, which runs from March 13-19,and
the Theater Department.

Playwriting is one of Columbia’s inter-

disciplinary degrees, with the writing
component taught by Fiction Writing
and the performance component by the
Theater Department.

Shepard is an artist who successfully
transformed himself across many fields.

“He has been tirelessly experimental and
had some pretty massive explosions,” said
Brian Shaw,associate chairman of the The-
ater Department. “He’s really put himself
out there artistically.”

Shepard has appeared in dozens of
films and written more than 40 plays.
He received a Pulitzer Prize for his play
“Buried Child” and he was nominated for
an Academy Award in 1984 for his role in
“The Right Stuff.” Movies in which he has
appeared include “Steel Magnolias” and
“The Notebook.”

“He is one of the major figures in the-
ater of the late 20th century,” Shaw said.
“Shepard revolutionized how theater was
written and produced.”

Shaw hopes the CITA series will allow
Columbia students “to get beyond the gloss
of fame and see that it’s part of a whole
artistic journey.”

» SEE CITA, PG. 10
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Game design major wins national recognition

Students interest increases,
development coordinator excited
about future of program

by Drew Hunt
Assistant Campus Editor

GAMEPRO MAGAZINE, one the of the lead-
ing video game publications in the coun-
try, selected Columbia as one of “Six Game
Design Schools to Watch.” The game design
major was singled out for its unique take on
the theory and culture of gaming.

According to GamePro, Columbia is
notable for its emphasis on the aes-
thetics of gaming, opposed to the more
technological side.

Tom Dowd, coordinator of the game
development concentration within the
game design major, said the program draws
strength from Columbia’s reputation as
one of the country’s more well-known
arts colleges.

“When you come here, you have the
opportunity to be exposed to almost any-
thing that you really want.That’s insanely
important in game development,” Dowd
said.“Games should not be [the students’]
sole form of inspiration. They should be
watching TV, reading books, watching
movies, going to museums—just absorb-
ing as much as they can.”

Dowd said other schools with prominent
game design programs do not focus on
the creative aspects of game development,
something he deems crucial to the process.

“A lot of schools that produce game
development programs are engineering

Tiela Halpin THE CHRONICLE

The game design program is considered to be among the best in the country. Its reputation is part of what

attracted freshman Dan Walsh to enroll at Columbia.

schools, so their programs tend to spin
up from their computer science degrees,”
Dowd said. “We’re very interested in fos-
tering the creative voice of our designers
and our artists, saying ‘That’s great that
you can create a game like ‘Halo, but
let’s delve into why you’re doing these
things. Let’s bring some meaning into
all this.”

With growing recognition comes growing
interest,and there’s been a spike in traffic to
the department’s website since GamePro’s
article hit the Internet, Dowd said.

Even before the article, Dowd said there
was a “remarkable” increase in parents
and students showing an interest in game

design. He said he’s received many calls
from parents, particularly, who inquire
about the game industry’s nature, includ-
ing job opportunity and general viability.

“They got a kid who says ‘I wanna make
games’ and they say ‘OK, let’s start doing
the research. They’re asking great ques-
tions,” Dowd said. “Every year, we see an
increase in that level of communication.
We're going to continue to grow.”

Dowd is no stranger to the video game
industry. He was a designer of many PC
and Sony PlayStation 2 titles and has the
distinction of being the lead designer on
a game called “MechAssault,” which was
one of the first games to feature the now

popular Xbox Live service.

Annette Barbier, chair of the Interactive
Arts and Media Department, considers a
growing video game culture to bode well for
the game design major’s success.

“I think people’s interest in [video
games] has become more sophisticated,”
Barbier said. “We’ve had a good long spell
of people playing games, and now people
are beginning to think that they could, in
fact, master the disciplines necessary to
actually create them.”

However, Joseph Cancellaro, associate
professor in the Interactive Arts and Media
Department and coordinator of the sound
design concentration,admits the percent-
age of students who will find jobs in the
entertainment game industry is low. But
he considers the program to be multifacet-
ed and could possibly lead to employment
in realms other than mainstream gaming.

“The skills that you learn in building
these games apply to not only entertain-
ment-based games but simulation-based,
medical,legal—there’s all sorts of things,”
Cancellaro said. “The field of working with
interactive environments is growing
unbelievably because everything is going
toward 3-D space.”

Barbier also said the department is striv-
ing to provide students with information of
other employment opportunities. She said
there’s a broad spectrum of possible careers.

“The games are more and more popular
as ways of communicating information
not just mainstream console or PC games,”

» SEE GAMES, PAGE 10
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IN RESIDENCE

LI

E SEXTON

o/ 01 me Known for his tremendous falent as a solo guitarist and Bob Dylanis lead
9/27/2010 - T:-I(I); égdgg;:?ﬁ?_l_ 10:30 Am - 6:00 P guitarist Sexton takes a week fo work with Columbia College Chicago
10/1/2010 Music Students.

Monday, September 27

10:30 am | 11:50 am | Master class: Pop/Jazz Fusion Ensemble
12:00 noon || Meet the Artist: Nick Tremulis and Charlie Sexton

2:00 pm | 3:20 pm | Master class: Pop Rock Ensemble: Showcase
3:30 pm || 6:30 pm | Master class: Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance
6:30 pm || 8:00 pm | Master class: Blues Ensemble

Tuesday, September 28

10:30 am | 12:00 noon (| Master class: R&B Ensemble

12:30 pm (| 2:00 pm [| Master class: Songwriting

3:30 pm [ 5:00 pm (| Master class: Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance 2
5:00 pm [/ 6:30 pm || Guitar Master class

Wednesday, September 29

10:30 am || 12:00 pm || Master class: Pop/Jazz Fusion Ensemble
12:30 pm [ 1:50 pm (| Master class: Pop Orchestra

2:30 pm [ 3:20 pm - Master class: Pop Rock Ensemble: Showcase

3:30 pm | 6:20 pm | Master class: Recording & Performance Ensemble

Thursday, September 30

10:30 am [ 12:00 noon [ Master class: R&B Ensemble
12:30 pm [ 2:00 pm - Master class: Songwriting

2:30 pm | 3:20 pm [ Popular Music Traditions

3:30 pm | 5:00 pm | Master class: Pop Rock Ensemble:
Performance 2

7:00 pm [ 8:00 pm - Music Industry Night/Interview

At the Conaway Center

7:00 pm [| Charlie Sexton Residency Concert
reservations required 312-369-6300
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» CAFE

Continued from Front Page

Only one cafe, located in the Alexan-
droff Campus Center, is equipped with
a microwave and toaster for student
use. Microwaves at the other locations
were removed.

“There are some things that are our
responsibility, and there are some things
that are not,” Tadros said. “The microwaves
are not our business.”

According to Café Uni-
versity’s Regional Man-
ager Katie Bezrouch, some
electrical and plumbing
problems the school is in
charge of repairing have
delayed the launch, which
include electrical repairs
needed to be made by the
college’s electricians.

“It is a work in progress,” Bezrouch said.
“We're still working out the kinks.”

Another reason Café University delayed
its official launch was because of its prom-
ise to hire student baristas, Tadros said.

“We had to spend a lot of our time in the
beginning making sure students know
how to make drinks,” Tadros said. “We take
espresso and coffee very seriously.”

Tadros promised Columbia the cafes
would accept credit cards, campus cards,
keep prices affordable, keep food quality
high and hire only Columbia students as
workers. Most of these expectations have
been met.

“café University accepts credit cards
and campus cards as promised,” said John
Trierweiler, president of the Student Gov-
ernment Association. “However, the point-
of-sale system that reads credit cards and

We’'re really
proud of our

our food. W
hope people like us.”

campus cards is not working yet. Baristas
are writing down student ID and credit
card numbers.”

Andy Tokarski, junior marketing commu-
nications major, has worked at Café Uni-
versity for two weeks and said people who
buy the food really enjoy it and come back.

“The food is very high quality, and the
price reflects that,” Tokarski said. “We
get it fresh every morning from South-
port Grocery, and the products are organic
and vegan.”

The quality may be
high, but some students
have complained about

coffee and theprices.
We just Egle Bankauskaite,
sophomore interior

architecture major, said
she was upset green tea
costs $2.

“I'll come back but
not for food because it’s so expensive,”
Bankauskaite said.

All the sandwiches and salads are made
fresh every morning. It costs $7 for an iced
coffee and a prosciutto sandwich.

“I don’t know how we can give people
the same quality if we lower prices,”
Tadros said.

Kelsey Kreiling, senior fashion design
major, comes to the cafe almost every day
because she works in the Wabash Campus
Building. Kreiling said the issue is not
the food’s price but having the food avail-
able when the building opens.

“I definitely like the food and the coffee,
but in the mornings they haven’t been able
to iron out when things are getting deliv-
ered,” Kreiling said. “I'll come here, and
they won’t have any food yet.”

Once the cafe starts functioning more
smoothly, Tadros said he plans to add new

-Katie Bezrouch

Tiela Halpin THE CHRONICLE

Laura English, junior, discusses the price difference between a turkey and a ham sandwich at Café University,

which is still in the preliminary stages of its opening.

food options to the menu. This is good
news for people who miss the hot sand-
wiches and pizza Plum Café offered. How-
ever, prices at the cafes will not change.

“We’re going to have more pasta salads
and parfaits,” Tadros said. “We’re going
to have more breakfast options, pizzas
and paninis.”

Café University has been open two
weeks, and Bezrouch said most of the
feedback has been positive.

“We're really proud of our coffee and
our food,” Bezrouch said. “We just hope
people like us.”

Additional reporting by Assistant
Campus Editor Shardae Smith

knielsen@chroniclemail.com

» SCIENCE

Continued from PG. 3

team effort.”

Budy is especially excited. She believes the
major will help students realize the presence
of art in science and vice versa.

“You don’t have a science brain and an art
brain,” Budy said. “It’s the same brain and it
can do both.”

As of now, there are no current plans to
add more majors, according to Welsh and
Rasinariu.

“We need to make sure this is working the
best for Columbia students,” Rasinariu said.
“We’ll focus all our energy on making sure
this is a success.”

scharles@chroniclemail.com
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Columbia alumni speak to students at the Media Production Center, located at 1632 S. State St., on Sept. 24. Moderator Jim Rohn, associate professor in the Film and Video Department, right, and Pixar employees
Everett Downing (‘00), character animator, Aaron Hartline ('98), animator, and Daniel Lopez Munoz ('96), art director, discussed Pixar’s creative processes for blockbusters such as, “Toy Story 3,” “Up” and “Ice
Age.” The panel was part of Columbia’s 2010 Alumni Weekend.
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STUDENTS

Story by Shardae Smith

Design by Jonathan Allen

f you are a freshman at Columbia this fall in
I a first-year class, such as the First-Year Semi-
nar, take a look around. There will likely be 17
students enrolled, the average class size at the col-
lege. Assuming the college’s current graduation
rate of 40 percent, just seven or so members of the
class will receive their diploma at Columbia in the
alotted time.

That 40 percent is an improvement from last year’s
graduation rate of 37 percent.

The way graduation rates are computed, 40 per-
cent only applies to the class that started Columbia
in 2004. The government now estimates it will take
students six years to finish a once four-year degree.

The administration banks on doing better with
this year’s incoming class, though it's not hanging
its head over the past.

“For this kind of school, | don't think that’s really
terrible,” said Elizabeth Herr, director of Enrollment

1994

6%

2003

2004

GRADUATION RATE

Columbia

started their college education

0%

Date represents what year students

Management Research.”l think the college
has made huge strides because they started
in '94 with [a rate of] like 26 percent, so it's
increased steadily.”

Graduation rates only factor in first-time,
full-time entering freshmen, so transfer and
part-time students aren’t included in the
rate at the end of six years.

The National Survey of Student Engage-
ment polls students at hundreds of colleges
and universities.

Columbia participates in the survey every
other year. After it's administered to the stu-
dents, it generates information on how they feel
about their time at Columbia in terms of engage-
ment and activities, according to Bob Dale, executive
director of Institutional Effectiveness for the college.

“A student graduating from Columbia is a combi-
nation of several different factors,” Dale said. “One
is the engagement the student has with
the college, their activities, and a lot of
that depends on other factors, which to
some extent are measured by the NSSE.
Each student is different and what works
well for one student may not work for
another student. The bottom line with
the survey thoughis it asks the students a
series of questions. Based on the answers
to those questions, we can measure to
some extent how well we're doing in the
meeting of needs, and engaging with
students. When we do better, | think the
chances of having a better graduation
rate are improved. If we do worse it's an
indication we need to do better”

When compared with peer institutions,
such as The lllinois Institute of Art, Colum-
bia ranks lower. IIA had a six-year gradu-
ation rate of 41 percent for the entering
class of 2003.

But both schools have similar “gener-
ous admissions” policies that can play
a factor in both retention and gradua-
tion rates.

The School of the Art Institute of Chica-
go’'s graduation rate for the 2003 entering
class was 67 percent. Incoming freshmen
at SAIC must have an ACT English score of
20 to be considered for admission, which
is not required for admission at Columbia.

NUMBER$

‘ ‘ For this kind of schoal, I

don't think that’'s really
terrible. I think the college
has made huge strides,
because they started in
‘94 with [a rate of] like 26
percent, so it's increased

teadily.” i
SIS -Elizabeth Herr

SAIC also requires students to provide a portfolio
with 10 to 15 examples of their work, according to
its website.

“There’s a direct correlation between selectivity
and graduation rates,” said Mark Kelly, vice president
of Student Affairs. “If you look at the most selective
collegesin the country, they have the highest gradu-
ation rates and you begin to see those graduation
rates [decline] based on the level of selectivity. The
40 percent puts the college within the range for col-
leges with our approach to admissions, but it does
not put us nearly where we want to be. We think over
the next several years, with all of the new efforts and
the improving retention rates, that we can go froma
college that has an OK rate, to a college [where] we
can celebrate that we are ensuring success beyond
what our rate should be based on our selectivity.”

There are several factors Columbia staff contribute
to the college’s current graduation rate, say one
being students transferring to other institutions
after their first year.

The biggest decline in retention is among first and
second-year students, with the first-year student
retention rate being 66 percent, according to Herr.

“There are students who are really excited about
Columbia,” said Brian Marth, director of College
Advising. “But they get to the college and find out
it wasn't what they expected in terms of the classes
[being] too hard or they had a change of heart and
decided not to study the arts, and transferred to a
different institution.”

Marth said some students end up realizing Colum-
bia may not be the right fit for them. This can be
a problem for some at an arts and media college
because students do not have many options if they
decide to change their major, whereas they may at
a traditional liberal arts school.



If you look at the most
selective colleges in the
country, they have the
highest graduation rates.”

-Mark Kelly

“I've talked to many students where they want [a
traditional college] experience with a football team
and homecoming,” Marth said. “I think if students
feel that way, then for some it’s a good move to
go to another institution. You have to feel like the
institution is where you want be.”

Vice President for Academic Affairs Louise Love
said a new government program will soon allow
institutions to know if someone leaves a certain
school and graduates from
somewhere else. She said
tracking couldn’t be done in
the past, but soon the helpful
information will be available.

The college hasimplemented
a project called the Integrated
First-Year Experience Initiative
in order to increase student
success and improve reten-
tion, which will also improve
graduation rates.

Seven task forces have been
formed to confront needs
the administration feels must
be addressed to overcome
Columbia’s enrollment chal-
lenges. Identifying Incoming
At-Risk Students, Supporting
Low-Achieving Students and
Supporting High Achiev-
ing Students are three of the
task forces.

“The honors program
responds to some concerns
that some students expressed
of not receiving the academic
challenge they were seeking,’
Kelly said. “The college has a
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new advising initiative where college advi-
sors are focusing on new students entering the
college and faculty advisors will support our
continuing students. There are also changes
in the curriculum to help students understand
what'’s required and to offer them more flex-
ibility in their choices. In the end, it's not about
retention rates; it's about focusing on success,
which results in improved retention rates.”

Due to problems with the current economy, some
think the expense of college may also play a role in
whether students graduate.

While Columbia’s 2009 tuition rate was approxi-
mately $19,000, SAIC's 2009 tuition was $34,600
and the lllinois Institute of Art came in at $21,372,
according to The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“We realize in today's economy [kids wonder],
‘How am | going to pay for school? But there is a
category of students who don't
have a conversation with a

Students in
an average faculty member or advisor to
classroom figure out if there is something

expected to
graduate from
Columbia

in four years

that they can do,” Marth said.
“Some of these students don't
have a conversation with Stu-
dent Financial Services and we
just lose them.”

Graduation rates correlate
directly with retention rates,
which the administration
feels is a reflection of student
engagement, according to
faculty interviewed.

“There’s an expectation
that students are looking
to be engaged,” Marth said.
“That students are getting
out and taking advantage of
those resources, so although
the invitation is out there, a
student needs to accept that
invitation. If they don’t take
advantage of it, it's a lot easier
to leave when you don't have
anyone you're connected to.”

ssmith@chroniclemail.com
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Accommodating cyclists

College gives students,
staff option to bring bikes
inside campus buildings

by Sam Charles
Assistant Campus Editor

COLUMBIA WILL now allow students to bring
their bicycles anywhere inside campus
buildings if there is no longer room avail-
able on provided bike racks. Previously,
students were required to lock their bikes
outside to designated racks.

The racks often became crowded and
students were forced to look elsewhere for
a place to lock up their bicycles.

The decision was reached after numer-
ous complaints and suggestions were
received by the Office of Campus Safety
and Security.

Joe Leamanczyk, the project manager
in the Office of Campus Environment, said

Brock Brake THE CHRONICLE

there is a limited amount of money in the
city’s budget for bike racks in certain areas.

Students have recently voiced their frus-
tration through phone calls to the Office
of Campus Safety and Security because
of the lack of available bike racks outside
campus buildings.

Columbia is competing with other insti-
tutions for the limited funds the city has
for bike racks and will advocate for getting
more bike racks on campus.

“We’re also looking at other opportu-
nities we have on campus to supply bike
storage,” Leamanczyk said.

The validity of complaints and sug-
gestions, along with the sheer number
of students that ride their bikes to class,
were factors in this decision, according
to Leamanczyk.

Robert Koverman, the associate vice
president of Safety and Security at Colum-
bia, stressed the importance of being cour-
teous when bringing a bike indoors.

“We ask the people who are bringing
bikes in that they use caution, particularly
if there’s an emergency that the bike needs
to stay where it is because that could pres-
ent a dangerous situation,” Koverman said.

Columbia has promoted the idea of
sustainability in recent years with the
recycling program and encouraging other
means of transportation.

“If we're saying we want to encourage
[bicycling] then I think we are obligated
to provide a reasonable amount of bike
racks,” Leamanczyk said.

scharles@chroniclemail.com

» GAMES
Continued from PG. 4

Barbier said.

According to Cancellaro, the Interac-
tive Arts and Media Department has a
long way to go to achieve its goals.

He hopes to continue reinforcing the
professionalism that comes with being
considered one of the most notable game
design schools in the country.

Dowd, meanwhile,is working to estab-
lish partnerships with other majors
across the college in order to facilitate
interconnectivity between them.

Starting this year, students in the

Music Composition for the Screen Gradu-
ate Program are working together with
game development students to create
soundtracks for the games they create.

Dowd hopes to work with the Theater
Department to find voiceover actors who
can provide voices for different charac-
ters in the games.

This will require branching out in
new and different ways, but Dowd
remains optimistic that the department
will continue to grow.

“We definitely have a lot of work to do,”
Dowd said. “But these are high-class prob-
lems to have.”

ahunt@chroniclemail.com

» CITA

Continued from PG. 3

Since he became a television celebrity,
Siriano has successfully established him-
self in the fashion world.

He was the youngest person to win
“Project Runway” at 22. Today Siriano
has a clothing line, a collection at Payless
Shoe Source and has designed clothes for
celebrities including Victoria Beckham,
Lady Gaga and Heidi Klum.

“Siriano is a great role model for stu-
dents,” said Melissa Gamble, director of
External Affairs for Fashion Studies. “It’s
incredible what he’s been able to do in
such a short period of time.”

Students will have an opportunity to
hear from a successful designer about
what it takes to succeed in the fashion

industry, according to Gamble.

“The hard work that [Siriano] puts in,
the licensing, the networking, the time
commitment, all of the different things
that go into creating a brand and building
a business apply to students across vari-
ous disciplines,” Gamble said.

Life in the arts is not simply about
whether you can be a successful director,
actor or designer, Shaw said.

“You must understand that as the world
changes you change and you have to
keep experimenting.”

Conversations in the Arts programs are
held at 7 p.m. in the Film Row Cinema, 1104 S.
Wabash Ave. Space is limited and reservations
are required.

Online RSVP for seats will open six weeks
prior to each event. CITA is free and open to
the public.

knielsen@chroniclemail.com

Poster rack will accomodate prints up to 30"wide by 40” high.
Email shop@colum.edu to schedule an appointment to submit your work.

ShopColumbia wants your prints,

photos and posters. We have a new poster rack,
now we just need to fill it.....

SHOP

COLUMBIA
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Members of the Columbia College Chicago faculty place the final seal on the time capsule that won't be disturbed for 30 years. Columbia climaxed it’s celebration of the opening of the Media Production Center, its
first new construction in the 120 year history of the school, by burying the capsule. The time capsule holds artifacts from all departments of the school and students of varying backgrounds in hopes that 30 years
from now, when it is opened during the celebration of the college’s 150th birthday, that the students and faculty can look back at it and see where the school came from. Dr. Warrick Carter opened the ceremony
with a speech welcoming all the alumni, students and faculty in attendance. The artifacts were placed inside the time capsule by students, then “sealed” by Heidi Marshall and Norman Alexandroff.

Columbia, Redmoon team up, blast off

Spectacle theater production
seen as success by college,
theatrical company

by Sam Charles
Assistant Campus Editor

“THE ASTRONAUT’S Birthday,” the latest pro-
duction by Redmoon Theater in partnership
with Columbia, was an outdoor spectacle
performance that gave many students their
first taste of working with a professional
theater company.

Using 36 overhead projectors, different
images were cast through the windows
of the Museum of Contemporary Art, 220
E. Chicago Ave. Audience members were
seated outside as they watched the images
in the windows chronicle one man’s jour-
ney through space.

The show,which ran from Sept.9 through
23, was the result of long hours of prepara-
tion and practice by the theater company
and Columbia students.

Students throughout the Theater Depart-
ment had the opportunity to be involved
with the production.Those who worked on
the project found it to be exhausting but
rewarding in the end.

Their roles were not just technical or pro-
duction-based; some students performed
alongside professionals on stage.

“All of the performers, illustrators and
young artists who contributed their time
brought a sense of commitment, eager-
ness and drive to the show,” said Redmoon
employee and co-director of “The Astro-
naut’