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Real estate worth the risk?

A Chronicle investigation

College's landlord noncompliant
with building codes citations
incurred after May 4 fire

by Beth Palmer
Campus News Editor

A CHRONICLE investigation has found 218
S. Wabash Ave., a rented property some
Columbia offices relocated to this month, is
in violation of building codes and has along
history of unresolved elevator problems,
according to public records.

The college has leased the top three floors
of the nine-floor commercial building since
December 2006; it’s one of a handful the
college rents among the many Columbia-
owned properties in the South Loop.

Public records obtained by The Chronicle
show 218 S.Wabash Ave. has been cited with
43 building code violations over the past 15
years, including a June 20, 2006 failure to
file the Life Safety Evaluation Plan with the
city’s Department of Buildings and the Fire
Department by the beginning of that year.

Mark Lloyd, associate vice president and
Chief Marketing Officer at Columbia, said
the college was aware of the building’s
condition when it entered into the 10-year
lease with property owner R. Bruce Lord
last year.

“It was an attractive location for us,” he
said. “We knew there were some liabilities.”

Bill McCaffrey, press contact for the
Department of Buildings, said it would be
impossible, short of an extensive study, to
fairly say whether the number of violations
over time is above or below average.

“Our main goal is compliance [to code,]”
McCaffrey said. “That’s what we want.”

Mike Debish, associate vice president of
Facilities and Operations,said according to
Lord, Columbia’s three floors have passed
final city inspection allowing a number
of departments and centers including
Information Technology, the Chicago Jazz
Ensemble, the Center for Arts Policy and
the Institute for the Study of Women and
Gender in the Arts and Media to move in.

The college’s accounting and payroll
departments will be the last to relocate into
the space in mid-2008.

But public records and photo documen

May 9: “No proper rear address”

Pictured above, the alley address violates the code of
six-inch numerals posted in a ‘conspicuous’ area.

Chuck Wu THE CHRONICLE

A woman approaches the front lobby door of 218 S. Wabash Ave., where Columbia has leased three floors
since last December. The college entered the 10-year contract knowing the building had liabilities.

Chuck Wu THE CHRONICLE

tation by The Chronicle show violations
cited after the arson fire that damaged 218
S.Wabash Ave.on May 4 remain unfixed.
Five days after the fire, city inspectors
ordered several rear windows replaced,
graffiti removed from the back door and
the address to be posted in the back of the
building “in a conspicuous place on or near
entrance with figures at least six inches

May 9: “Replace broken windows”

Pictured above, windows on the west (rear) side
remain in violation—broken and/or missing.

Chuck Wu THE CHRONICLE

long for a commercial building,” according
to the inspection record.

Eight months after the fire, windows
facing the alley behind 218 S. Wabash
Ave. remain bordered with jagged glass,
sealed with plywood, the graffiti is still on
the door, and the address is not posted in
compliance.

»SEE WABASH, PG. 8

May 9: “Remove graffiti”

Pictured above, graffiti, or what the city’s code calls
a ‘nuisance, remains on the alley entrance.

Chuck Wu THE CHRONICLE

GETTING SCHOOLED
WITH THE SABER

‘Star Wars’ fans don’t have to
go to a galaxy far, far away to
learn how to use a lightsaber

Michael Flynn started a group called
New York Jedi,where participants learn
how to battle with a lightsaber through
the use of martial arts and staged
combat. Currently, the 35-member
group is traveling to festivals around
the country, showing off their combat
skills and trying to get people interested
in starting up their own groups.

» SEE PG. 36

DENZEL DIRECTS
YOUTH TO VICTORY

Washington talks about his
new directorial project, a film
based on a true story

The year is 1935. Texas professor
Melvin Tolson invites a swarm of con-
troversy with his progressive teaching
methods in a small all-black school.
His goal is an audacious one: To lead
his debate class to a national champi-
onship. This is the premise of The Great
Debaters, due for release on Christmas
Day.

washington spoke to The Chronicle
about his passion to direct, his love of
storytelling, and his determination to
keep moving forward.

» SEE PG. 13
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Why wait to be great?

by Amanda Maurer
Editor-in-Chief

When I started at Columbia, I had one
goal in mind: To join The Chronicle.

I thought it was essential that journalism
students have it listed on their resumes
upon graduation, and an overall must if I
wanted to succeed in this industry.

But it seems that more often than not,
students are waiting until after graduation
to start producing in their fields, despite the
many opportunities Columbia offers.

As a young journalism student I tried to
do the best in all of my classes and jumped
on every opportunity that came my way. I
wanted to qualify for a staff position as soon
as possible,and did everything necessary to
make sure that would happen.

One of the opportunities that furthered
my journalistic career and prepared me
for The Chronicle was a class called Col-
lege Newspaper Workshop. Every week you
could submit one story to the paper,all the
while working with the editors and improv-
ing your writing and reporting skills. At
the time it was very competitive. When
I finally finished the class and applied to

IN YOUR OPINION:

work on the paper, I was hoping everything
I had accomplished would let me stand out
among several others vying for the same
position.

That was three years ago.

Today, the College Newspaper Workshop
class is struggling to make an attendance
quota. We’re hiring at The Chronicle, and
yet only a few applications have made it
back into our hands.

But it’s not only The Chronicle.The col-
lege’s magazine, Echo, has also had a dif-
ficult time recruiting students, whereas
years ago there would be waiting lists of
students wanting to register.And I'm sure
there are other college programs strug-
gling to survive because of a lack of stu-
dent participation.

I don’t quite understand this. Accord-
ing to college documents, in the Fall 2006
semester, there were more than 150 stu-
dents concentrating in News Reporting and
Writing, without even mentioning the 550
other journalism majors who were concen-
trating in broadcast fields, magazine editing
or another field that focuses on reporting
on health, science and the environment,

So of all of those students, I have one
question.

Where is everyone?

I know this isn’ta problem in this depart-
ment alone,but several others too. But even
if you think one of these classes or programs
(to be frank) sucks, join with several friends
and work to make it better. Feel a sense of
accomplishment. I don’t understand how
someone can be indifferent or passive when
it comes to working in an arts field.

After starting my college career as a
journalist, I knew if I wanted to make it in
the industry I'd need to have three things:
experience, experience and experience.

Sure, classes teach you the basics,but when
it comes to real-life deadlines and interac-
tion with sources and editors, there’s no
substitute for the real thing—whether that
is a college media job or an internship.

Granted, Columbia doesn’t make the
newspaper class mandatory, or require
each journalism student to have at least
one article published or item aired before
graduation; but that should be every stu-
dent’s goal.

since this is an arts school, I feel like
expectations are much more laid back. The
college will teach you the basics,and it’s up
to the individual to do what they choose
with that knowledge. How can you be
successful in an art or media profession
without having any internal drive? It’s
very puzzling.

Why aren’t students taking advan-
tage of these opportunities? Yes, classes,
internships and on-campus positions like
those on The Chronicle, use up an obscene
amount of time during the week for com-
paratively low, if any, pay. But it’s worth it
to pay the price now than to pay the price
of not getting a job during an interview.

How can you walk across that stage
during graduation feeling ptepared for
the real world when you have yet to expe-
rience it? Sure, I'm all for going out and
trying things on your own, but when it
comes to spending your time productively
and efficiently while at Columbia, step up
to the plate and take advantage of these
opportunities.

There’s only so much time to get
involved and take chances in your field
before it’s too late.

And yes, we're hiring.

amaprer@chroniclemail.com
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ampus News
Council focuses on new web features

Officials announce CTA art
project, department relocation

by Robert Bykowski
Assistant Campus News Editor

STUDENT RELATED items including web ini-
tiatives,art installations and the consolida-
tion of a department peppered the agenda at
the Dec.7 College Council meeting.

Starting in January, students will be able
to communicate with each other via The
Loop, an online interface for Columbia
students. The Loop combines elements of
networking sites MySpace, Craigslist and
Facebook,and is already available to alumni
and staff.

Mark Kelly, vice president of Student
Affairs, told the audience that there is cur-
rently no equivalent, and he expects The
Loop to change the way students at Colum-
bia function.

“In a way, T believe that the old system
of flyers and posters and announcements,
which really don’t work, are replaced by this
Loop system,” Kelly said.

Kelly shared a statistic that the Student
Life webpage on Columbia’s main website
receives between 50,000 and 100,000 stu-
dent hits a week,and according to Kelly, that
points to a bright future for The Loop.

“I think it’s just going to transform how

students live on this campus,” Kelly said.

“It’s going to take probably six months
for all of us to understand its power and
how we can deliver messages to students,
and students in turn will decide how they
want to use this system and adapt it to
their own uses.” 4

Kelly also mentioned a web portfolio ini-
tiative that will allow prospective employ-
ers to check out the portfolios of Colum-
bia seniors, graduates and recent alumni.
The Portfolio Lab, as Kelly referred to it,
will allow students to build and maintain
portfolio websites utilizing “home-grown”
Columbia software. A side arm of the Port-
folio Lab, Portfolio Agent, will be a search-
able database which Kelly said will allow
Columbia to market its graduates nation-
ally throughout numerous creative indus-
tries, and the database will be searchable
by discipline.

“We don’t think there’s another college in
the country that has such a system, so we
think that every department needs to jump
on board,” Kelly said.

Later in the meeting, Columbia’s vice
president of Campus Environment Alicia
Berg spoke about an upcoming art instal-
lation inside of the CTA Harrison Red Line
station. The installation, originally con-
ceived by students in the Interior Archi-
tecture program,will have a “haiku” theme

Members of Columbia’s College Council review documents during its Dec. 7 meeting on the 8th floor of the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.

and feature poetry from both Columbia stu-
dents and students at Jones College Prep
school, according to Berg.

“Ithink the CTA kind of got excited about
it because often times the adopt-a-station
projects are usually art where there are
usually ads,” Berg said. “This is a much
more conceptual idea.”

The installation will be broken up into
three parts, much like the Japanese poem
style it’s named after. Berg said the ticket-
ing area, escalator area and train platform
area make up the three parts.

The ticketing level will feature an expla-
nation and the poetry will start at the tick-
eting area and work its way down to the
train platform, where the vaulted ceiling
of the stop will be painted with a Japanese
maple tree color scheme.

“It’s something I'm really, really inter-
ested in seeing because I use that station
and it’s the sorriest,” said Louise Love, vice
president of Academic Affairs.

Other highlights from Berg during the
meeting included the consolidation of the
Interactive Arts and Media Department
into the 900-1000 S. Wabash Ave. building
and new passenger elevators in the Resi-
dence Center, 731 S. Plymouth Court and

in the 11th Street Campus building, 72 E.

11th Street.
rbykowski@chroniclemail.com

Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE

Columbia in 10 seconds ... or less

Media Production Center to be
completed by January 2010

A proposal to spend $21 million to pur-
chase property and to construct and fur-
nish the college’s long-planned Media Pro-
duction Center was approved by the board
of trustees on Dec. 6.

The center is planned for a lot of land at
16th and State Streets.

Annual tuition increase
approved by board of trustees

Effective fall 2008, annual tuition will
cost $17,950.

The board of trustees approved this 4.95
percent increase at its Dec. 6 meeting.

The board separately approved a $s
increase to the Student Health Center fee,
which is included in tuition.

Gender institute renamed in
honor of Columbia trustee

The Institute for the Study of Women
and Gender in the Arts and Media is being
renamed in honor of Ellen Stone Belic, a
member of Columbia’s board of trustees.

It will be known as the Ellen Stone Belic
Institute for the Study of Women and
Gender in the Arts and Media.

Campus News | THE CHRONICLE 3

Calendar

Papel Mexicano

The Latino Alliance will take part
in creating a Dia de los Muertos
altar to honor Dard Hunter, a
seminal papermaker with local
Mexican Americans. The result of
their efforts is an exhibit which
runs through Dec. 15. The event
is located in the Center for Book
and Paper Arts on the second
floor of the 1104 Center, 1104
S. Wabash Ave., from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m.

For more information, call Bill
Drendel at (312) 344-6684.

‘Cinema Slapdown’

The seventh round of this event
will feature a screening of It's

a Wonderful Life, presented by
the Film and Video Department,
and will be followed with a de-
bate about the film by Columbia
faculty member Brigid Murphy
and Chicago Tribune film critic
Michael Phillips. The screen-
ing starts at 7 p.m. on Dec. 12
in the Film Row Cinema in the
1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash
Ave.

For more information, call Sandy
Cuprisin at (312) 344-6708.

‘Translations—One
Scene, Eleven Scores’

Eleven original compositions by
students enrolled in the MFA

in Music Composition for the
Screen program will be the focus
of this Dec. 12 event. The com-
positions will be performed by
the New Millennium Orchestra.
The event starts at 7 p.m. in the
Music Center Concert Hall, 1014
S. Michigan Ave.

For more information, call Kat
Keers at (312) 344-6459.

Repertory Workshop/
Faculty Concert

This Dec. 13 and 14 concert
will feature works of both faculty
members and students. The
faculty portion of the concert will
feature students from the Dance
Center. The student portion is
the culmination of a course in
which students worked with
professional choreographers as
a student dance company. The
event starts at 8 p.m. in the
Dance Center, 1306 S. Michigan
Ave.

For more information, call Ligia
Himebaugh at (312) 344-8345.



4 THE CHRONICLE | December 10, 2007

Music acts ‘Rock the Mic,’ the crowd

CUMA garners good vibes for
hosting talent competition

Shay Bapple
Staff Writer

A PERFORMANCE reminiscent of an '80s hip
hop track with alternating verses and sim-
plistic, fast-paced, bass-heavy beats won
second place at the Columbia Urban Music
Association’s “Rock the Mic” competition
at the Conaway Center in the 1104 Center,
1104 S. Wabash Ave., on Dec. 5. The trio, a
rap group called EMS, had the crowd jump-
ing and one audience member yelling out,
“Those guys are hot.”

The Down and Dirty Blues Band, a six-
person rock group,won first place and Color
Radio, a quintet from Logan Square, placed
third.

Twelve acts performed in front of a crowd
of about 100 for a chance to win a spot ona
CUMA compilation CD and a photo shoot.
Participating bands had to consist of at
least one Columbia student and performed
one song each.

CUMA members were on hand to vote on
the winning acts and announce the winners
after the show. They said the organization
was founded by former graduate students
James “June” McDowell and Earnest Perry
Jr.in 1995 to help Columbia students in the
urban art industry gain hands-on experi-
ence in event creation and management
and creating networking opportunities,
according to CUMA members.

The current CUMA president, senior
music business major Oronde Jenkins, said
the competition was a showcase avenue for
all types of music.

“We were originally getting call after call

Derek Bahr of The Down and Dirty Blues Band jams at ‘Rock the Mic’ in the Conaway Center in the 1104

Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., on Dec. 5.

Russell Augustine THE CHRONICLE

for rap acts so we had to stop taking them
in favor of other genres of music so that as
many different types of music are repre-
sented,” Jenkins said.

The group EMS consists of junior audio
arts and acoustics major Lewis “Half Star”
Zambrano, 20-year-old Jeffery “Klassick”
Williams of Chicago and the DJ, Davy
Greenberg, a junior film and video major.
williams said their style is influenced by
rap groups Run DMC, Eric B. and Rakim
and Nas. N

EMS has been together for about eight
months‘and “Rock the Mic” was their
second live performance as a group, Zam-

MAXE
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COLUMAIA COLLEGE RECYCLING PROGRAM
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brano said. Zambrano and Williams met
while working at a clothing store, and after
learning that they were into freestyle rap-
ping, joined together with Greenberg who
they met through a friend.

Zambrano said the group performance
lived up to their expectations.

“I think we did pretty good, considering
there were a lot of other good groups out
there,” Zambrano said. “We definitely held
our own.”

Wwilliams agreed with Zambrano’s
appraisal of their performance.

“We did a good job,” williams said. “This
was a good opportunity for us and we hope

to be at other venues in Chicago soon and
maybe get signed.”

Audience members were asked to give a
$2 donation at the door that went to a raffle
ticket. After all the groups were finished
performing, gift certificates were given out
and the grand prize was two tickets to see
rapper Common perform live. The proceeds
of the event went toward helping Chicago
Public Schools.

Daphne Francois, a junior marketing
communication major who was part of the
audience,said she is always impressed with
shows that are put together at Columbia,
but this CUMA show was by far better than
most.

However, Francois said she would have
liked to see a bigger set list in the future.

“I would have liked to see more acts,”
Francois said. “It was too short; twelve acts
were not enough. I think they could have
gone above and beyond.”

The Solomon Brown Band, another act
that performed, combines elements of
gospel,rock, rap and jazz. The group, named
after the lead singer, played a cover that
combined Kanye West’s “Stronger” and
Aerosmith’s “Dream On.”

Brown, a freshman vocal performance
major, said he made it to the second round
during last season’s “American Idol” try-
outs.

He said he was thankful for the opportu-
nity to perform at “Rock the Mic.”

“This was a great audience, they were
wonderful,” Brown said. “That is what I
love about Columbia. The students in every
department from journalism to radio to
music are all great.”

chronicle@colum.edu

The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan at 11t St.
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Student robbed at gunpoint IDs mugger

Same criminal charged for
spree of recent incidents
around campus

by Robert Bykowski
Assistant Campus News Editor

A COLUMBIA student held up at gunpoint
on Dec.1 helped identify his assailant later
the same day and police said the robber
is responsible for a recent mugging spree
around campus.

A male, senior audio arts and acoustics
major who is withholding his name for
safety concerns, was robbed on the 800
block of South Wabash Avenue of the only
cash in his wallet—two $5 dollar bills—and
said he might not have reported the crime
if not for a chance conversation with a
Columbia security guard.

The victim was walking on Wabash
Avenue at 10:30 a.m. on his way to work at
his on-campus job when he was approached
by Antonio C.Jackson, who police said has
since been charged with four counts of
aggravated robbery.

“I don’t know why I didn’t freak out more,
but I really wasn’t concerned until he told
me he had a gun,” the victim said. “Then I
just kind of froze up, trying to comply with
what he was doing but I still didn’t want to
give up anything unless I really had to.”

Jackson asked the victim if he “had any-
thing” to which the victim told him he
didn’t and kept walking, the victim said.

“I just thought he was asking for change
or something,” the victim said.

According to the victim, Jackson then
caught up with him and repeatedly
demanded money.

“I said ‘Sorry, I don’t have any money’
because I didn’t think I had any money,”
the victim said.

Jackson became irritated, according to
the victim, and told him to put his ATM card
in the cash machine in front of a nearby
bank. The victim told Jackson he didn’t
have an ATM card, which prompted Jack-
son to pull out a gun he was concealing and
point it at the ATM, demanding the victim
put his card into the machine.

Despite having an ATM card in his wallet,
the victim continued to tell Jackson he
didn’t have one. According to the victim,
Jackson then told him to pull out his wallet
and prove he didn’t have an ATM card.

The victim said he pulled out the wallet
and put his finger over the part of the ATM
card that was exposed and only showed
Jackson the money side of his wallet,
which contained $10 dollars, according to
the victim. Jackson took the money and
demanded to see the front of the wallet,and
the victim flashed the front of the card to
Jackson before quickly putting the wallet
back in his pocket.Jackson then ran off.

The victim proceeded to go to work and
was greeted by Columbia security guard
Rosylind Powell, who asked how the vic-
tim’s day was going.

“I'told her ‘Well, I just got held up at gun-
point,” the victim said.

Powell then called the police for the
victim, and the police arrived within a few
minutes. If Powell hadn't insisted on call-
ing the police, the victim said he wasn’t
sure he would have.

“I was probably just going to go to work
and tell the story to the other guy I was
working with,” the victim said. “I guess for

some reason I didn't feel it was necessary
that I tell someone.”

When the police arrived, the victim
went with them to identify Jackson, who
had been picked up by police at Target,
1154 8. Clark St., after allegedly robbing
someone else on nearby Roosevelt Road.
Both victims later identified Jackson in
a line-up.

“We're thrilled,” said Martha Meegan,
Columbia’s director of Campus Safety and
Security.

Meegan’s office had sent a mass security
alert e-mail on Nov.28 regarding an aggra-
vated robbery incident in the area on Nov.
27. The perpetrator the e-mail described
ended up being Jackson, police said.

Meegan said she will continue to send
e-mails regarding security alerts, in addi-
tion to posting the notifications in the
lobby of every Columbia building, which
Meegan has done in the past.

“It’s only going to be the real critical
ones,” Meegan said regarding the e-mails
her office will send out. “I don’t want to
saturate the students with campus alerts.I
only want the pertinent ones out there.”

Despite being robbed, the victim
doesn’t anticipate changing any habits,
and doesn’t feel security in the area is
lacking.

“I figure it’s Chicago. There’s bound to
be stuff like that happening, and you just
[have to] make sure you’re a little safe,”
the victim said. “I'm not going to not
carry an ATM card or anything like that.
It’s just being in the wrong place at the
wrong time.”

rbykowshi@chroniclemail.com
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A Columbia student was robbed at gunpoint at 850
S. Wabash Ave. The mugger was apprehended short-
ly after at the Target store on 1154 S. Clark St.
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Jolly Trolley’ collects
cash, food for holiday

Radio department raises more than
$2,500, 900 pounds of food during
drive

by Derek Kucynda
Assistant Campus News Editor

WALKING DOWN Wabash Avenue, Columbia
students were quick to notice a familiar red
Chicago trolley loudly playing Columbia’s
radio station, WCRX, parked outside of the
33 E. Congress Parkway Building. Taking a
step inside the lobby, students were greeted
with the smell of freshly toasted bagels and
brewed coffee. Walking through the lobby,
the sight of students spinning a prize wheel
and the sounds of radio students interview-
ing proverbial personalities including
Secretary of State Jesse White and trans-
portation reporter and Columbia alumna
Roz Varon echoed through the lobby as the
Radio Department and the Greater Chica-
go Food Depository kicked off the holiday
season with the fifth annual Holly Jolly
Trolley Food Drive.

The Holly Jolly Trolley Food Drive,which
took place on Dec. 6 at the 33 E. Congress

Parkway Building, was hosted by WCRX
radio, 88.1 FM. All the proceeds will go to
the Greater Chicago Food Depository this
week and the donated goods they collected
will go to 600 local shelters, food pantries
and soup kitchens around the county.

In the past five years, the drive has raised
more than $15,000 and collected more than
2,000 pounds of food. Last year alone, 400
pounds of food were collected and the sta-
tion was able to raise more than $5,000.
As of press time, more than 900 pounds of
food was acquired and fund raising netted
an estimated $2,500-$3,000, according to
Tony Kwiecinski, supervisor for the WCRX
radio station.

Every dollar collected at the drive pro-
vides four meals to disadvantaged or
homeless individuals, however, there
was a significant decrease in the money
that was raised. But, on the positive side,
Kwiecinski said the food collected was
more than double the number of pounds
collected last year.

Michelle DiSanto, food drive coordina-
tor for the Greater Chicago Food Deposi-
tory, said she was very pleased with how

Columbia President Warrick L. Carter talks to a Columbia student after donating food at the Holly Jolly
Trolley Food Drive at the 33 E. Congress Parkway Building.
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More students

by Shay Bapple
Staff Writer

A RECENT study shows a record number
of American students have been flocking
overseas to study abroad and Columbia
students are experiencing reverberations
of this mad rush.

During the 2005-2006 school year, 100
Columbia students studied abroad through
the college’s program and during the 2006
2007 school year that number doubled to
200, according to Chris Greiner, director
of International Programs at Columbia.
Greiner said he believes the number will
double again in 2008.

The increase of students studying abroad
at Columbia is a reflection of the rise in the
number of students in these programs nation
wide,according to a study released on Nov. 12
by the Institute of International Education.

Last year, 223,534 students nationwide
decided to study in a foreign country,up from

8.5 percent in 2005, according to the study.

The total number of students who study out-
side the United States has increased 144 per-
cent over the past decade, the report shows.

Greiner said student interest in study
abroad at Columbia has increased because
of the college’s effort to promote different
programs as well as the growing number of
students who want to expand their learning
on a global level. Currently, Columbia has
exchange programs with schools in Dublin,
London and Paris, although Greiner’s office
works with hundreds of schools in countries
all over the world for various programs.

Greiner said since Columbia opened its
office of Academic Initiatives and Inter-
national Programs three years ago, he has
seen the numbers of students who visit the
office multiply.

“rraffic in the office is easily five times
what it was three years ago,” Greiner said.
“Interest is very high right now.”

The only study abroad aid currently avail
able from Columbia is the $1,500 Kamoinge
Ferman, which is offered through the Lib

Right: Radio host Jeff Frieders interviews Lumino Magazine managing editor Barry Brecheisen in the 33
E. Congress Parkway Building on Dec. 6 while Frieder's co-host Brian Lynch looks on.
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well the food drive went and the enthu-
siasm that the students had during the
day.

“It was a great atmosphere, and every-
one was very willing to help,” DiSanto said.
“It was very smooth.”

Santa was on hand at the food drive to
greet students, while vocalists sang holi-
day carols in the background. The drive
also allowed participants to get a start on
their Christmas shopping by bidding on
various prizes such as iPods, gift certifi-
cates, sports and entertainment tickets,
gift cards, certificates and other items
donated by local businesses, said Cheryl
Morton-Langston, director of the WCRX
radio station. Students and faculty also
gave the WCRX Holiday “Wheel of Fun”
a spin in an effort to win DVDs, CDs and
other prizes.

Morton-Langston said the food drive
was especially important to her this year
because the government has decreased
its spending on food and monetary assis-
tance for the disadvantaged.

“A lot of federal money has been cut
going to the food depository [and] a lot of
food pantries,” she said.

This year, Columbia individuals and
local South Loop establishments gave
back to the community at the drive.
Columbia’s Apple Store donated an iPod
for the auction, while President Warrick
L.Carter and the staff from the Office of
the President donated several bags of
food. The Student Government Associa-
tion donated $200 to the food drive. Also,
White Hen, 600 S. Dearborn St., donated
various beverages and snacks, Morton-

tudying

eral Education Department.

Greiner said Columbia is currently work-
ing on creating more college-wide scholar-
ships and his office does help students to
look for outside scholarships.

Some popular destinations for study
abroad students at Columbia are European
countries including England, France, Italy
and Spain, Greiner said. After Europe, Cen-
tral and South America are the next desired
destinations, he said.

Columbia students’ favorite programs
correlate with the national study’s find-
ings and show that the number of traveling
students who studied in Western Europe
increased by 45 percent in 2006. The study
also showed Asia increased in destina-
tion popularity by 35 percent from 2005 to
2006,

John Duncan, project manager of StudyA-
broad.com,a website that posts a directory
of programs and links to scholarship infor-
mation, said students’ increasing interest
in studying abroad and in particular coun-

Langston said.

The students from the Visual Merchan-
dising class in the Arts, Entertainment and
Media Management Department, who held
a food drive last month,donated their goods
to the Chicago Food Depository as well, Mor-
ton-Langston said.

Carter dropped off the food that was
donated from his office. He said he sup-
ported WCRX and the Radio Department’s
initiative to give back to the community.
He said there are too many cases of colleg-
es that have not become involved in their
cities and communities or show interest in
giving back to the community, but he said
Columbia is clearly different from those
institutions.

“It's one of the signature events of the
college,” Carter said. “We are showing that
not only are we a good educational insti-
tution, but we are concerned about the
communities in which we live.”

George Kmetty, a sophomore television
major, said he was delighted to seg Carter
attend the event and found the food drive
enjoyable.

“It’s really great to get out and help
people build a stronger community,”
Kmetty said. “[It's] a great eventfand] any
opportunity to help the disadvantaged is a
great experience.”

Individuals can still donate food, canned
goods and money to the Greater Chicago Food
Depository through its website, Chicagos-
FoodBankh.org.

dkucynda@chroniclemail.com

abroad

tries could be linked to watching shows
like “Survivor” on CBS or the location of the
summer Olympics.

“Never underestimate pop culture,”
Duncan said. “It adds to the popularity of
certain countries, like when the Olympics
were in Australia a few years ago, there was a
big interest in going there.”

Not all Columbia students have found
study abroad programs in their best inter-
est. Senior radio major, Chris Tourloukis,
said he never took advantage of a study
abroad program and never had any desire
to.

Tourloukis said he can see why other stu-
dents would want to travel for school, but
he would personally have different motiva-
tions for traveling overseas.

“If there was a country that I wanted to
visit, I wouldn’t want to study when I'm
there,” Tourloukis said. “I would want to
party, not read a book.”

chronicle@colum.edu



Group has winning year

Columbia’s new Amnesty
International chapter
receives regional award

by Rita Boland
Staff Writer

NEW TO campus this semester, Columbia’s
Amnesty International chapter is already
receiving regional recognition for its
accomplishments in human rights aware-
ness on campus and off.

They received the award for Most Out-
standing Student Group at the Amnesty
International Midwestern Conference, held
Nov.2-4 in Omaha, Neb.

“They are very proactive about collecting
information and getting up to speed about
issues involving campus and the broader
community,” said Dori Dinsmore, Amnes-
ty International Chicago Media Relations
director. “Being that they were a brand new
group, they really stood out by immediately
taking action.”

Dinsmore said the group took part in a
protest outside the Chinese Consulate for
the rights of oppressed Burmese.

Over the ¢ourse of the semester, the
students also organized two movie screen-
ings and a Critical Encounters discussion
panel.

“I was really proud of them,” said Andre
Foisy, the group’s faculty adviser. “They
were up against schools like University
of Illinois at Chicago, Northwestern Uni-
versity and other schools from all over the
Midwest.”

Currently, the Columbia chapter has
eight active members.

“My friends and 1 felt there was an
interest in human rights on campus,” said
Austin Heredia, who founded the group

with his friends after taking Shayna Plaut’s
Human Rights class. “In the past, groups
had been started but had a hard time gain-
ing momentum.”

Since the award, the group has continued
itsactivism by holding a booth at the diver-
sity fair at Jones College Prep on Nov.30 to
encourage others to participate in human
rights, and by participating in the Karma
Fair, an expo of nonprofit groups, in the
Hokin Annex in the Wabash Campus Build-
ing, 623 S. Wabash Ave., on Dec. 5.

Heredia said he would like to see more
curricula at Columbia pertaining to human
rights.

“We would like to see ... more formal edu-
cation than the two classes offered now or
possibly a certificate program or minor,”
Heredia said.

with the help of Foisy, who is also the
head of the Chicago chapter of U.S. Cam-
paign for Burma, the group is tentatively
planning a trip to Thailand next summer
to work on the Burma border. Several
fundraisers are in the works to support
this venture, including an event called
“Jamnesty.”

“Jamnesty” will include a concert,games
and a raffle that students can enter by
writing two letters to their congressman
about a specific cause, Heredia said. The
event is tentaviley planned for the spring
semester.

“They are doing a lot of hard work and a
lot of amazing things,” said Miranda Nich-
olson, a junior arts, entertainment and
media management major and Student
Organization Council chair who organized
the Karma Fair. “I have a spot in my heart
for them.”

chronicle@colum.edu
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Left: Stephanie Velasco, a freshman fiction writing major, Casey Hart, a junior art and design major and Austin
Heredia, a junior marketing communication major are members of Columbia’s Amnesty International Chapter.
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Left: Seanna Persson works at a booth representing the Beth Uriel Home in South Africa. Fashion design
major Georgia Voulgaris peruses the crafts.
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‘Intersections’ compares views on terrorism

Panelists discuss legal
implications of war, terrorism

by Derek Kucynda
Assistant Campus News Editor

IN A post-9/11 world, court systems are
afraid of challenging the executive branch
and the government has started to refuse
basic rights to possible terror suspects,
according to panelists at a recent Colum-
bia event.

The panelists at “Intersections,” which
took place on Dec.5 at the Chicago Cultural
Center, 78 E. Washington St., included H.
Candace Gorman, a civil rights attorney,
Raja Halwani, the chair of the Liberal
Arts Department at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago and Robert Watkins,
a full-time faculty member in Columbia’s
Liberal Education Department. The panel-
ists discussed the political, philosophical
and moral components and consequences
of terrorism and how individuals and the
government neglect certain social, political,
ethical and legal procedures and aspects.

“Intersections” is a collaboration
between Columbia’s Cultural Studies
Department and the Chicago Department
of Cultural Affairs. Together they host
instructors and guest speakers who pres-
ent discussions that provoke thought on
important issues affecting modern-day
society, Watkins said. Topics have ranged
from sex and entertainment to globaliza-
tion and death.

Teresa Prados-Torreira, a full-time
faculty member in the Cultural Studies
and Liberal Education Department and
coordinator of the Dec. 5 “Intersections”
event, met Halwani last summer while he
served as an external reviewer to assess
the performance of the Liberal Education
Department at Columbia. During that
time, Halwani and Prados-Torreira dis-
cussed potential “Intersections” themes
and they eventually chose the post-9/11
climate and its connection to terrorism
as the topic to be discussed at the panel
discussion,Halwani said. After formulat-
ing the idea, Prados-Torreira found guest
speakers to refine the topic by discussing
three specific aspects of terrorism and its
relation to the post 9/11 world.

The panelists showed specific presenta-
tions illustrating the perception of living
in a world filled with governmental denial,
innocent bloodshed and media exploita-
tion. Through their presentations, they
discussed the philosophical and political
definitions of terrorism, the current politi-
cal environment and the repercussions of

»WABASH

Continued from Front Page

College officials say they
expect landlord to fix
elevators as promised

Records show the building also falls in
sync with the pattern of elevator prob-
lems that spatter most Columbia prop-
erty. Tenants of 218 S. Wabash Ave. have
been voicing the same complaints for
almost 15 years.

Lloyd said Lord has promised to remedy
the elevator situation and has already
taken steps in that direction.

But when asked if he had chosen a bidder
to take on the project, Lord said he did not
have any details to share at the time of
press, but they would be coming soon.

war.

Specifically, Watkins’ presentation dis-
cussed the concept of vulnerability and its
relationship to terrorism. He said the priva-
tization of such contractors like Blackwater
will leave the United States more vulner-
able to terrorism.

Halwani presented the definitions of ter-
rorism from a political and philosophical
standpoint and explored the ethics of ter-
rorism, listing examples of why the war on
terror is morally wrong.

Gorman represents two alleged terror-
ists who are currently prisoners in Guan-
tanamo Bay. She discussed the legalities
of terrorism, saying that detainees held
at Guantanamo Bay for allegedly commit-
ting acts of terrorism were thrown into
jail without any justified cause from the
United States government.

Gorman said the number of men held at
Guantanamo Bay has drastically decreased
since the Iraqi war began. She said there
were 800 people who were detained at that
time. Now, there are 305 detainees at Guan-
tanamo Bay, which she said is attributed
to the government’s ignorance of proper
legal procedures in terrorist cases and the
rights these supposed terrorists currently
do not have.

Gorman said the current administra

tion is disregarding the Supreme Court and
their decision to give these prisoners basic
rights.

“If we are going to give up the fundamen-
tal rights for these [prisoners|,we will even-
tually lose our rights ourselves,” Gorman
said.

Nora Freeman, a senior cultural studies
major, was struck by the makeup of the
audience. She said she noticed the lack of
students at “Intersections,” but the older
audience members and the panelists were
able to shed light on some of the questions
Freeman had about terrorism and the legal-
ities surrounding it.

“I got a lot of factual information about
our country’s acts, [which] I haven’t been
asresponsive [to],” Freeman said.“Hearing
about the suspension of Habeas Corpus in
[terrorists’] cases was informative.”

Freeman said the panel discussion helped
her understand how terrorists and their
basic liberties relate to the Cultural Studies
Department curriculum.

“Cultural Studies is the study of power
relations and clearly here [at this panel],
they are talking about people who are being
marginalized and having their rights taken
away,” Freeman said.

The goal of “Intersections” is to bring
attention to culturally-relevant topics that

have a root in liberal education, Watkins
said. He said “Intersections” serves as an
opportunity for professors to share their
work and their interests with others in the
Chicago community.

“Intersections” benefits the Cultural
studies Department indirectly by allowing
professors to present their ideas and opin-
ions in public and return to class to share
what they found by interacting with the
public, Watkins said.

Prados-Torreira said the panel discussion
is a way for teachers to project themselves
and their opinions beyond their respective
departments.

“What we want to do is to have an
opportunity to talk about social, cultural
[and] political issues that we think are
important and to discuss those issues
with the Chicago community,” Prados-
Torreira said.

“Intersections” will present a panel discussion
on the concept of self and identity in regards to
Western and Eastern teachings and identity. It
will take place on March 5 at 6 p.m at the Chicago
Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. For more
information, visit Intersections.Colum.edu.

dhucynda@chroniclemail.com

Raja Halwani speaks about the definition of terrorism during ‘Intersections,’ a Robert Watkins, a full-time faculty member in the Liberal Education Department,

panel discussion at the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.
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discusses the vulnerability of war and terrorism in society at ‘Intersections’ on
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“It's a process that’s undergoing,” Lord
said.

The building’s 11 elevator-related cita-
tions to date include
several resulting in
the freight elevator
being ordered to be
shut down in 1997
and one citing a
defective emergency
signal in a passenger
elevator in 2002.

Lloyd said the college’s rental of 34,500
square feet over three floors makes Colum-
bia an important tenant with the leverage
to get Lord to replace the elevators as he
has promised.

“We expect the landlord to keep his pledge
to us [to replace the elevators),” Lloyd said.

Kelly Saulsberry, assistant to the execu-
tive director at the Institute for the Study of
Women and Gender in the Arts and Media,

“It's a process that’s
undergoing.”
—R. Bruce Lord, landlord of

218 S. Wabash Ave.

said the elevators she takes to the 7th floor
dysfunction on a frequent basis, but not
daily.

“we've had a lot
of problems with
the elevators—
getting stuck, not
working,” she
said.

Former ten-
ants describe
the elevators
as having the same problems more than a
decade ago.

Columbia’s Center for Book and Paper
Arts occupied the 7th floor of 218 8. Wabash
Ave. from 1994 to 1999, when it moved to its
current location in the 1104 Center, 1104 S,
Wabash Ave.

Bill Drendel, director of the Center for
Book and Paper Arts, said he could not
believe the building still had not received

the early '90s.

new elevators since they were tenants in

“They seemed to be out all the time,”
Drendel said. “I can’t believe [they’re still
out].”

Drendel said the elevators would either
not work at all or stop at the wrong floor.

“All the time, anything you could imag-
ine going wrong with an elevator would
happen frequently,” he said.

Audrey Niffenegger, an adjunct faculty
member in the Center for Book and Paper
Arts, said she remembers the 218 §.Wabash
Ave, transportation devices as the “eleva-
tors of death.”

“One of our student interns, who was
diabetic, was trapped on one of them for 45
minutes once,” Niffenegger said. “She said
her life was flashing before her eyes when
she was finally released.”
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Critical Encounters’ Roots and Routes: Weekly
personal narratives of Poverty and Privilege

‘Robin Hood Fantasy’

by Jennie Fauls
Faculty member, English Department

COUNTRY CLUBS awaken the criminal in me.
For the last 35 years I have attended holiday
dinners at my grandparents’ exclusive ctub.
1 have always been compelled to leave each
event with something that doesn’t belong to
me.As a child, decked out in monogrammed
dresses and tiny embroidered gloves, I jacked
Tootsie Roll pops from the dining room host’s
mahogany podium.

As1grew up,my paisley purse would seem
to fill itself with matchbooks from the ladies’
golflocker room, mini pencils from the caddy
stands and tissue-wrapped soaps from the
lounge. My desire to rip these people off
seemed subconscious until recently. What
was it about this shining world of privilege
that begged to be Robin Hooded?

My history with this place is actually
pretty loaded. My parents did not share the
values (or bank accounts) of their parents.
We grudgingly participated in these rituals,
thinking all the time, “this is not us.” Buta
sick entitlement washed over us each time
we entered the oak and leather-rich salons.
It’s hard not to get somewhat sucked in as
champagne flows and the ratio of servants
to guestei.{;n obpgus 3to1.Perhaps that’s
why, at somé point, T decided to appropri-
ate Asé,lm!ﬁh of these fancy gentleman’s
stuf as I could.

The most satisfying element was that no
one else in my family was brave or game

critical encounters:

POVERTv
¥ privilege

enough to join me. They actually respected
the idea that rich people should keep their
heinous goods. As if! I absolve myself of any
real wrongdoing by musing that, if any of my
highbrow, private school-going, sorority-
bound cousins had shared in my longing to
fight the power, then we would have done
this “for fun.” And that would be wrong.

But finding myself alone in my repul-
sion, this endeavor became a noble quest;
a gesture toward justice.

Time went on and my heisting instincts
reached new heights. It didn’t take a master
sleuth to discover thewomen didn’t lock their
lockers after they trotted off to the green. Nor
did it require a Sherlock Holmes-like insight
to realize the coat room was left unlocked
when the attendant took his breaks.

Look, I never stole a car.

But didn’t these blowhard captains of
industry deserve to lose a few crisp bills
from the pockets of their Burberry coats?

Fast forward to a black tie event at the
same club last year. I was 34. I had been
educated and joined the workforce. I paid
taxes and understood that sometimes it is
hard work that merits financial success.
And yet, the smugness that blasted me in
the face as I surveyed the room conjured a
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Jennie Fauls, a faculty member in the English Department, conguers her habit of stealing.
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE

small,convincing voice: “Take them down,”
it gently whispered. “Liberate what they
don’t even deserve.” Well, if I have learned
anything in this life, it’s that you should
never dismiss the voices in your head.

So,as a creepy cabaret-jazz trio belted Cole
Porter tunes, as shrimp was passed on silver
trays, as nameless, faceless waitstaff refilled
wine glasses, I stealthily ducked into the
coatroom.

Resurrecting my childhood crime-wave
felt thrilling, but more precarious than in
the past.Isought to close the book on need-
ing to take what they had.Twanted to move
forward in a way that would allow me to
see myself as the wealthy one—wealthy in
understanding, compassion and openness.

1 closed the door behind me and stood
among the cruel furs, silky stoles and
Daddy Warbucks topcoats. I scanned the

rows up and down to identify my targets.
Even from feet away I could point out the
pockets that bulged. These people trusted
each other, even their staff, enough to
leave valuable items vulnerable.

Alas, after a minute or two, in a huff of
defeat, my age overrode my quest. What I
thought I needed from my privileged sur-
roundings was ... something I thankfully
didn’t need anymore. I slipped out of the
coatroom, pocketed the Tootsie Roll pops
from the host’s stand, and sullenly blended
back into the crowd.

The cabaret played a melancholy version
of “In the Still of the Night.”

For more information about Critical Encoun-
ters and this weekly column, visit www.colum.
edu/criticalencounters.

o If nol you will be restricted from registering for spring classes. SFS has placed
REGlSTRATfON HOLDS on student accounts that are not current on their badlance.
notified of holds through their Columbia student email account and by the
Student Financial Services help line call campaign.

Students

STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES

ire

600 S. Michigan Ave, St 303
Chicago, IL 60605

In order to have your hold removed, your student account must be current!
Check your current balance or financial aid status by logging on to OASIS.

Payments can be made online through CCCPay, by mail (sent to the SFS contact
address below,) or in person at the cashier window located at 600 S. Michigan Ave
on the 3rd floor.

If you have any oddmonal questions, or would like to review your financing options,
please contact SFS by dialing our tollfree help line: 1.866.705.0200. You can also
visit our Customer Service Options webpage: www.colum.edu/sfs
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American dreams

a photo essay by Chuck Wu

y lather left China when | was 11
vears old. Like many people from
different countries, he came 1o the
J.S. because he believed that it
offered a better future for him and
his family. He didn’l speak a word
of English when he came, bul he
knew he could still make a living in
this counlry as many olhers before him had succeeded one way or
another. | came a year later, followed by my mother. As a family, we
are slill working hard 1o create a comfortable living environment
This project is aboul people like my father and the families like mine
lhat are at the start of their journey to find and create a better life. They
are Chinese immigrants. Some are legal, some are not and some
end up al this particular unauthorized hostel in Chicago
People at the hostel come and go. Some arrived from other cities
in search of a betler job. Some have returned after losing their jobs,
and some jusl come Lo resl after an exhausling day of work. Though
the way in which they arrive at the hostel varies, they share a common

goal lo create a life they want to live This man was a cook in China before he came here about five years ago. He is taking a break from the restaurant
business. He has lived in the house for about a month and he plans to start work again at the beginning of the year.
"When you work in the kitchen for more than 30 years, it really takes a toll on your

body,” he said. "I'm at a point where my body-just can't work anymore.”

copili:. w e i 100, (0 10 sleep around 2 a
They enjoy chatting on the Internet,
watching movies on a laptop, playing
mah-jong, Chinese chess, poker or

ust conversing

Playing mah-jong Is one way the men pass the time at night.
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life inside one of Chicago’s unauthorized
Chinese hostels

This man came to the U.S. more than one month ago. He moved to

Los Angeles after not finding work in New York when he arived. He then found a job in
lowa working in a restaurant. He worked there for about 28 days before the owner replaced him with someone who would work
for less. Now he is in Chicago, learning English and searching for a job. He said his son, who is a junior in cellege, is his inspiration

oe se he is at the top of his class in China

The older man (left) was a retired army soldier from China when he came here  Two men look at piciures and talk about their families back home. The man on the right is
14 years ago. He worked at restaurants across the U.S. for five years, then opened up his own proud to have a wife 20 years his jUﬂiOf,

restaurant nine years after. Now he is retired again, waiting to gain U.S. citizenship. After that, he will

bring his family to the U.S. and send his daughter to school. The man on the right, who came to

the U.S. three years ago, is looking for a job alter being fired ffom a restaurant in another state.
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Playing mah-jong with money
concentrate on the game

\akes it easy for the men to

At 2 a.m. a man chats online with a woman from Beijing.
He has been here for about four years, and like many others, he is taking a break
from the stressful life of working in a restaurant

y are not opponents in mar

they joke and tease
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Calendar

Monday

At The Rising Star Showcase at
Zanies Comedy Night Club, 1548 N.
Wells St., a line-up of 10-15 comics
will perform. Tickets are $10, and the
show, 21-and-up, starts at 8:30 p.m.

Call (312) 337-4027 for more
information.

Tuesday

In his second directing endeavor, ‘The Great Debaters,” Denzel Washington portrays a teacher at an all-black school who inspires his students to reach their

potential.

N

Courtesy HARPO FILMS

From gangster to debater

Denzel Washington discusses
directing and starring in his
latest film, ‘The Great Debaters’

by Matt Fégerholm ;
Assistant A&E Editor

DENZEL WASHINGTON has a very specific
vision of success. To him, success is get-
ting every young person in America to see
his latest film.

The Great Debaters, which opens Dec. 25,
is Washington’s second directorial effort
based on a true story. He stars as Melvin
Tolson, a controversial professor in Texas’s
wiley College in 1935, who led his class to
compete in the national debate champi-
onship. The film stars a large cast of fresh-
faced unknowns alongside Forest Whit-
taker and is produced by Oprah Winfrey’s
Harpo Films.

The Chronicle recently spoke with Wash-
ington about directing himself, finding new
talent and utilizing his celebrity influence
to make films he believes in.

The Chronicle: What attracted you to
this particular script?

Denzel Washington: As a script it made
you laugh, it made you cry, it made you
cheer and that’s good enough for me.I was
just attracted to the fact that it was about
the &poken word. One of the dominant
aspects of our culture is hip-hop, poetry

Oscar-winner Denzel Washington stars in and directs
‘The Great Debaters.’
MCT

and rap, [and] I recognized that link.1 think
of it as a sports movie. Debate was huge
entertainment in those days, before there
was television. Everybody used to come
out for these events. These young profes-
sors could go to the Harvards and the Yales,
but they couldn’t teach in those schools.
So a lot of them came back to these small

schools like Wiley. They had something like
360 students, but they had these excellent
teachers. And it was a unique laboratory
for learning.

Among the young ensemble is Jurnee
Smollett, who has been receiving buzz
similar to Derek Luke in your first film,
Antwone Fisher.

In the case of Jurnee, she came in and
read with another actor, and I liked her so
much that I didn’t read any other people
for the part. Plus my wife put some pres-
sure on me because she likes her. Before I
became an actor I worked for the Boys and
Girls Clubs [of America and] the YMCA. I
worked with children all my life,so I really
am comfortable working with young people
and trying to encourage and inspire them.
I've had obviously 25 or 30 years of experi-
ence, and things have gone pretty well for
me as an actor.I’'m all for sharing all T know
with them and trying to create an environ-
ment where they aren’t afraid to fail and
take chances.

So far you’ve starred in both films that
you've directed.

It’s strictly business. I didn't want to be
in either film. To get the money, basically,
the studio said, “Well if you're not in the
film, your budget is [decreased].” So they
back you into a corner, and they give you

»DENZEL, PG. 19

Chris Burden performed “Doomed at
the MCA” 32 years ago, laying under
glass for 45 hours. Burden discuss-
es his latest works at the Museum
of Contemporary Art, 220 E. Chicago
Ave., at 6 p.m. It’s free with museum
admission, $6 for students.

Call (312) 280-2660 for more
information.

Wednesday

Perceptual Motion Dance Company,
4057 N. Damen Ave., will host its
Dance Dance Party Party, a ladies-
only open dance session, from 6:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. Admission is $5.

Visit DanceDancePartyParty.com for
more information.

Thursday

The Tattoo Factory, 4441 N. Broad-
way St., will host its holiday party/
food drive with The Spot, 4437 N.
Broadway St., at 8 p.m. It's free, but
bring non-perishable food items and
kids’ winter accessories to donate.

Call (312) 280-2660 for more
information.

Friday

“A Charlie Chaplin Christmas”
shows at the Studio Theater of the
Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Ran-
dolph St. Tickets are $15-$20.

Call (312) 744-6630 for more
information.

Saturday

The 6th annual Great Chicago An-
thrax Scare and Santa Hat Run, a
four-mile run, is at 2 p.m., followed
by post-race drinks. The run starts
at The Hidden Shamrock, 2723 N.
Halsted St., and costs $30.

Call (312) 409-2337 for more
information.

Sunday

The Modern Vintage Holiday Market
will be at the space once occupied
by Tower Records, 2301 N. Clark
St., from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admis-
sion is $10.

Call (312) 951-9939 for more
information.
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Smucker Spreads the Word

Give gifts from the heart

by Luke Smucker
Assistant A&E Editor

Every year, Christmas seems to get more
and more expensive. Maybe that has more
to do with the fact that my brothers and I
are getting older and the things that used to
impress them, like cheap X-Men and Power
Rangers action figures, have given way to
bigger, more costly things, like the video
game Rock Band and the Nintendo Wii. So
this year, as I was making my list of what I
was going to get my close family members,
1 literally had to check it twice. I realized
1 wouldn't be able to get everyone every-
thing I wanted to get them with my lim-
ited college budget. Then, I began to reflect
on one of my most memorable Christmas
memories.

While I will be the first to admit that it’s
great to see someone’s face light up when
they open a package and see the gift inside,
I think the greatest gifts are the ones that
are personal, that people really put thought
into. Though being left-handed has never
been a serious issue for me, I'll always
remember the year my father bought me a
pair of left-handed scissors.

“Here you go,son,” he said. “I know you're
always using the right-handed scissors,
and I figured you might want a pair just
for you.”

Iremember that at first I thought the gift

Chrissy Knows Best

Clothing hybrids half the fun

by Chrissy Mahlmeister
Managing Editor

Some clothes confuse the heck out of
me. I feel as if some designers have made
a mockery of us by trying to make clothing
hybrids (aka one piece of clothing that tries
to pull off the duties of two).

Personally I think hybrids are never as
good as their counterparts. They just can’t
do both jobs 100 percent. Over the years,
we've all fallen victim to these “transi-
tional” or “practical” clothing inventions,
but don't listen to anyone else about these
garments. They are all huge mistakes in
the game of life. Since we now all need a
lifetime of retail therapy, let’s have a group
session and reminisce on the clothes that

was really lame, and I just kind of tossed
it aside. But as I thought about it more, I
began to realize this pair of scissors, with
its red ergonomic handle and gray blades,
was a gift just for me.It wasn't expensive, it
wasn’t anything flashy and yet, I believe it
was one of the best gifts I've ever received.
To me, it was my dad’s way of showing me
how much he cared and that he thought
of me.

For me, growing closer to family and
moving away to go to college has made
Christmas shopping more difficult. Wheth-
er I'm working, hanging out with friends or
studying for a class, I always seem to be too
busy to visit home. This isn’t really a prob-
lem until the holidays come around and I
realize I don’t have any idea what people
want or what they might already have. And
I am not the only one who deals with this
problem. When I worked at a record store,
every day during the holiday season, a few
customers would ask me what the cool-

est new toy was or where they could find a
Nintendo Xbox.

These days, the meaning of the holidays,
family and togetherness, has been replaced
with a desire to find the latest and greatest
gifts as a way to show you still care.Instead
of trying to find something expensive to
compensate for a lack of communication,
people should try to rebuild the connections
they have lost. My favorite holiday memo-
ries are when I was glad to see everyone sit-
ting in the living room, happy and healthy.
So this year, if you're trying to figure cut
what to buy people and not really knowing
what they have and what they want, stop
and think for a second. Instead of seeing
where you can find the latest and greatest
gifts money can buy, think of something
you can get that’s more personal. Find
those left-handed scissors.

Ismucker@chroniclemail.com

LIQUID LIBRARY

baffled us most.

Skorts: I used to don the skort from time
to time, but really I was just living a big
fat lie. Everyone thought I was wearing a
skirt but underneath, hidden, were (gasp!)
shorts. Why can’t people just pick one or
the other? If you don’t want to wear a skirt,
that’s fine, but what’s with the foolage? I
don’t know what the deal is with women'’s
obsession to trick the general public on a
daily basis. Hair dye, push-up bras, exten-
sions, makeup, fake nails and now skorts.
Just wear shorts; there are plenty of other
things toworry about.Also, one turn-around
to the backside and you're found out!

Zubaz: Thank goodness these “pants”
somehow worked their way out of exis-
tence (er, I hope). With their elastic waist-
band, tapered cut,billowy crotch and zebra
patterns so loud it's deafening, these pants
were a huge hit in the early '90s. But what
exactly were they? Sweatpants for the gym?
Sports-fan wear? A fashionista statement?
And the biggest question: Are these even
considered real pants? Personally,anything
without a fly is a no-go for me.So this seems
like a big trick to get the public to walk
around in their PJs all day, and I'm no fan.

Wwater shoes: Let me get this straight—

shoes for the water? Last time I checked,
we weren't amphibians. Isn’t that what
flip flops are for? Everyone knows those
aren’t real shoes. I can’t see the point of
anyone wanting their entire foot covered in
some mesh and then walking around with
sopping wet shoes after they've waded in
the ocean. Sandals just seem much more
practical for this occasion, which is where
my confusion of this product arises. They're
like useless flippers and terrible jogging shoes
combined. They aren’t good in either earth
arena. !

Culottes: So, basically, someone some-
where wanted the roomiest shorts possible,
so they just made a skirt, kept the fabric,
but sewed a seam up the middle. Could
these bad boys get any more fabric-happy?
I mean, everyone thinks they’re so “uncool”
and “soccer mom,” but look around, my
little friends. We have been fooled. Gauchos
are culottes that have risen from the dead
but in a different form. Let’s examine them:
Extremely excessive fabric? Check. From
far away looks like an A-line skirt? Check.
Waves briskly in the wind? Check.Confuses
the heck out of everyone? Check.

cmahlmeister@chroniclemail.com

Best Bets

Music
Big Head Todd & The Monsters

- at Durty Nellie’s

Big Head Todd & The Monsters
have a platinum selling aloum
under their belts, 1993’s Sister
Sweetly. The band will be play-
ing a free show at Durty Nel-
lie's, 180 N. Smith St., in Pala-
tine, Hll., on Dec. 13 at 9 p.m.
The show is ages 21-and-up.

Call (847) 589-9150 for more
information.

Film

Helvetica returns to Gene Siskel
Film Center

No film proved to be as big

of a runaway hit at the Gene
Siskel Film Center, 164 N.
State St., as British director
Gary Hustwit’s crowd-pleasing
documentary Helvetica. The film
celebrates the 50th anniversary
of the titular typeface, exploring
its history and widespread influ-
ence. Catch Helvetica for what
may be its final theatrical run in
Chicago, from Dec. 14 through
Dec. 20. The show starts at
6:15 p.m. and 8 p.m. Monday
through Friday; 3 p.m., 4:45
p.m., 6:30 p.m. and 8:15 p.m.,
.on Saturday; 4 p.m. and 5:30
p.m. on Sunday.

Call (312) 111-2600 for more
information.

Food

Cooking demo at Green Market

On Dec. 12, Chef Bruce Sher-
man of North Pond Cafe will
give cooking demonstrations
at the Green City Market,
housed in the Peggy Notebart
Nature Museum, 2430 N.-
Cannon Drive. The market is
open from 7 a.m. to noon, and
Sherman will begin his class at
10:30 a.m.

For more information, visit
ChicagoGreenCityMarket.org.

Class

Whistling workshop at Old Town
School of Folk Music

Whistling has always been a
nice way to pass the time with
a simple tune. The Old Town

' School of Folk Music, 4544 N.

Lincoln Ave., is offering a work-
shop on Dec. 16 that will teach
you the basic skills needed

to become an expert whistler.
Participants will get help with
improving pitch, tone control
and to possibly move up to ad-
vanced skills like musical whis-
tling. Francesco Bonifazi, an ex-
perienced “puccalo” player, will
teach the class, which costs
$30, from 3 p.m. to 4:50 p.m.

Visit OldTownSchool.org to
register for the class.



Artist makes fashionable
accessories from doll parts

by Luke Smucker
Assistant A&E Editor

SHE KEEPS thousands of torsos, heads, eyes
and hands in separate plastic containers.
Though this may sound like the calling card
of the average Hollywood movie monster,
Margaux Lange has combined her love of
plastic doll parts and jewelry making to
create her own line of sterling silver and
gold earrings, necklaces, bracelets and
rings.-

Lange,28, from Broqldy'n, N.Y.,has always
had an obsession with Barbie dolls. When
shewas a girl,she loved how she could make
a Barbie’s world come to life by creating
props, buildings and clothing for the doll
out of household materials. Today, she is
an artist whose specialty is making jewelry
from pieces of Barbie dolls. They were once
sold in places like the Museum of Contem-
porary Art, 220 E.Chicago Ave., but can now
only be bought on her website. Lange said
she does a lot of buying of her own these
days; she buys used Barbie dolls.

Lange said she really loved working with
sterling silver and wanted to work with
metals. She also wanted to integrate her
love of Barbie into her work and decided
to implement used Barbie dolls that she
finds on eBay, at garage sales or through
donations. )

“I am a big-time thrifter and garage-sale
hunter,” Lange said. “I was just thrilled I
had come up with something that was very
original. [Barbie] meant something to me

growing up,so I felta strong connection -

to [her].”
When she went to Maryland Institute

College of Art in 1997, the school didn’t offer
a specific jewelry course, so she had to take
classes through the continuing educa-
tion program. She began to take her love
for making jewelry more seriously in 2002,
when a curator of Chicago’s Woman Made
Gallery exhibit, 685 N. Milwaukee Ave.,
chose to purchase one of her pieces. It was
a necklace consisting of multiple eyes that
Lange made for her own personal collection
while she was in college.

Maxine Weintraub, the jewelry and acces-
sory buyer for the Museum of Contemporary
Art, saw some of Lange’s earrings and pins
at a gallery in New York City and thought
they were'so outstanding that she e-mailed
Lange and asked if she could sell it in the
jewlery section of store at the museum gift
shop.

Weintraub said she is always looking for
unusual or unexpected uses of materials to
sell for the Museum of Contemporary Art.
She said at the museum, they sell jewelry
made out of things including rubber, zip-
pers, polyurethane, hot glue and stones. She
thought Lange’s work was very imaginative.
Afewyears ago, Weintraub bought earrings
and pins from Lange and said people’s reac-
tions to the jewelry were very positive.

“They loved it,” Weintraub said. “There
was someone in just the other day looking
for a piece.”

Another person who has always loved
Lange’s work is her college roommate Kate
Cusack. She said when they began living
together, Lange showed her a special box
that she kept full of jewelry she made in
high school.

Sterling silver rings w1r.h the right half
of Ken'’s plastic head protruding from in
the center, bracelets made up of Barbie
arms nailed together at the elbow and a
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Young jeweler is head-over-heels for Barbie

Brooklyn, N.Y. resident Margaux Lange hand-makes all her own original pieces with plastic body parts and
cuts the silver out of sheets before it is formed, soldered and shaped.

Courtesy MARGAUX LANGE

necklace with four hearts on it made out
of sets of Lange’s Barbie torsos are just a
few examples of Margaux’s hand-crafted
work. Some of the examples on her website,
MargauxLange.com,can even be purchased
for $70-$165.

“I1 always remember she was very proud
of her work,” Cusack said.

Lange said it takes a specific kind of
person to appreciate her jewelry. Lange said
the galleries she has chosen to sell her art
are places that have a solid base of clients
who are bold enough to wear something
that is going to spark a conversation.

“It takes a certain person with a little
more boldness [who is] daring enough [to
wear it),” She said.

One person who said she would not
feel comfortable wearing Lange’s jew-
elry is Gina Castiglioni, a Columbia arts,
entertainment and media management

2109 S. STATE
312-949-0121 .
ALL AGES & 18+ SHOWS
BUILT BY FANS FOR FANS!

there's more on the
2nd floor 2t breakerS‘
3l2-949 0125

TERS. wtf a‘ﬁv'fai-séi&-

ADV TIX AT: REGGIESLIVE.COM
OR AT BREAKERS BOX OFFICE
www.myspace.com/reggiesrockclub

student who graduated in Fall 2006. Cas-
tiglioni said she would not wear the jewelry
because of the ideology that the doll stands
for. :

“Barbie is a stereotype of how society
thinks a woman should look; I wouldn’t
want [anyone] to [think I support] that,”
Castiglioni said.

Despite the fact that not everyone is a
fan of her art, Lange said her online store
at Etsy.com, which she describes as the
MySpace.com of the craft world, has been
selling a lot of products to people who find
her style of art to be very intriguing.

“This is how I make my living,” Lange
said. “The popularity and demand for this
work has been so great, it would be foolish
to step away from that now; the ideas are
still coming.”

Ismucher@chroniclemail.com

12-7 - 6PM - All ages
STATE AND MADISON
12- 8 - IPM - All ages
BRIAN DENEKE
MEMORIAL SHOW
12-8- I0PM - I8+
VYLE of FLOSSTRADAMUS
12-9 - IPM - All ages
BRIAN DENEKE
MEMORIAL SHOW
12- 10 - 8PM - |8+
WARSAW POLAND BROS
12- 12 - 6PM - All ages
THE MASSACRES
12-13-9PM - I8+
THE SWORD
12- 14 - 8PM - 18+
MASTA ACE
{2-15- 10PM - i8

ZEL

6 - 5PM - All age

RED LETTER KILL
THE GUNSHY

MACALKE
NAKED ZAYGURN
DVOD PREMIER -NO COVER!
12:28 - 10PM - 18+
PROFOUND

- SPM - All ages
ASPHODEL FIELDS
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FLATFOOT 56

HOLIDAY SHOP AFTER SHOWS!!
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Jack Ass

OF THE WEEK

Billy Montgomery, Co-Faculty Adviser

Gifts that last beyond the
holidays

Peace: So many people crave it, but few
people get it. Perhaps it is because it is

already inside of us,if we learn to tap into it.

Love: Can't r eally wrapit upin a nice, neat
box, but it is something you can take any
where and give to anyone. It never goes out

of style.

Joy: Just look back on 2007 and everything
you experience and realize you are still here.
We have another chance at this thing called
life.That is more than enough to give us joy!

Release: The year is almost over. It’s a good
time to release a few 2007 issues to prepare
for what the new year has to offer.Next year
2008 is weeks away. In many numerological
and spiritual circles, eight is said to be either
the number of closure or new beginnings.
So take your pick. Do you want to bring clo-
sure to something or start a new beginning?

Rest: When it is all said and done, isn't
this truly the best gift we all can have right
about now?

with Jessica Galliart

Consumers pack department stores
looking for the best gifts for the holiday
season, the radio airwaves are flooded
with tunes about wintry weather and
workplaces across the country host holi-
day parties for co-workers to awkwardly
mingle: It must be Christmastime!

Though it’s the season to be jolly, some
may feel overwhelmed by the pressure
and stress of the holidays. But if the holi-
days give you a little pep in your step,
here are a few ways to make sure you
spread the joy of the season to anyone
and everyone you come into contact
with.

Wardrobe

*Holiday sweaters are a must. Guys
and girls can sport a bright green and
red patterned sweater every day of the
week or blue and white patterns for Han-
nukkah to showcase their pride for the
holiday season. Jeans are an OK pairing
with the holiday sweater, but, if possible,
try to bust out some bright, matching

HOW TO

Spread holiday cheer

Chris Richert, General Manager

Things | have always wanted to
do

Own a casino in Vegas: Can you imagine all
the stress, responsibility,work, and oh right
... money? But my entire paycheck would
go to the “Wheel of Fortune” slot machine.

Learn another language: OK, you all proba-
bly think, “He should have done that in high
school.” well, 1did, but I chose German. I
was in it for two years and was only one of
seven students in the class. So you would
have thought the ratio of teacher time I had
wasalot,but Istillcan’t rememberanything.

Shoot a gun: Clarification: at a target/gun
range. My father is recently retired from the
police force and an expert shooter. Grow-
ing up, I never saw his gun, held it or even
really knew it existed, so I feel it necessary
to shoot a gun at least once at a range with
him. Sort of a sappy father and son moment.

Win something: I have won awards and
honors, but have never won the lottery,
cars, furniture, gift certificates or any-
thing in a raffle. I just have plain bad luck.

Get a personal driver: I am very tired of
driving myself to and from work, to the
grocery store, for errands and to pick up
my kids. I don’t want a fancy person in a
tux, just a regular old driver to pick me
up and take me to the places I need to go.

sweatpants. -

*Keep at least one bell on you at all times.
Whether this accessory is hung around
your neck,attached to a sweater or hanging
from an earlobe, co-workers and classmates
will be able to hear you coming and antici-
pate your arrival. They’ll say, “It sounds
like Christmas!” whenever you walk into
aroom.

*Switch your perfume/cologne to a sugar
cookie scent. This goes for both girls and
guys. Nothing says “Christmastime” or
“Happy holidays” more than a co-worker
who smells like a freshly baked sugar
cookie.

Tunes

« People can’t get enough of those catchy
Christmas songs. Show your appreciation
for holiday harmonies by setting “Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” “It’s Beginning
to Look a lot Like Christmas” or “I Have
a Little Dreidel” as your ringtone on your
cell phone. Even better,show everyone how
hip and up-to-date you are by download-

Jim Sulski, Co-Faculty Adviser

People | spend way too much
time with on the couch

‘Doctor Who': OK, I am a geek. But the
re-launch of this classic BBC science fic-
tion show has me re-addicted (I was a fan
back in the 1980s). And yes, I have pur-
chased a sonic screwdriver. Stop laugh-
ing, please.

The ‘Ace of Cakes': Take all those trendy,
tattooed art students from Columbia and
actually have them do something—like
work with flour and fondant. That is the
gist of the “Ace of Cakes” from the Food
Network—edible art that amazes both
the palate and the eye.

Jon Stewart: No, he is not a journalist
(nor does he pretend to be). But “The
Daily Show with Jon Stewart” is about
the news.And it is equal parts smart and
funny.

Sarah Silverman: Just when you thought
sitcoms were starting to wither, along
comes “The Sarah Silverman Program.”
No topic is taboo, and there is a funny
dog named Doug to boot.

My wife: Actually, I could never get too
much time on the couch with her.

ing newer pop renditions of old favorites.
Anything from Mariah Carey’s Christmas
album will do fine.

*Don’t want to download? Just hum a
tune whenever the mood strikes, espe-
cially during class when all of your peers
need seasonal cheer the most.

*What says “Happy holidays” more
than caroling? Take a lap around your
neighborhood with some Christmas spirit
and a cowbell or triangle in tow. If your
neighbor gets upset with you, tell him
that you will kindly take requests.

Language

*Through all of the stress of holiday
shopping and cold weather, some people
forget it's the season to be jolly. Remind
them with catchphrases like “'Tis the
reason for the season!” or “The best way
to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud
for all to hear!” Rhyming is key here.

+Wish everyone a happy holiday by
saying “Happy Christmahanakwanzaka!”
Everybody loves that one.

Idol Inmate

They sure know how to pick them on
“American Idol.” The judges must use
a fine tooth comb to select the finest
talent America has to offer. The contes-
tants might be able to sing, but being
civil is another skill that might need its
own reality show. If this is what we're
to idolize, America, we're in trouble.

Former “American Idol” contestant
Jessica Sierra was arrested Dec. 1 out-
side of a bar in Tampa, Fla. According
to WTVT-TV Fox Channel 13 in Tampa,
Sierra muttered racial slurs and hit a
police officer before offering up sexual

* favors in return for her release.

The former “Idol” contestant was
denied bail Dec. 2, and a judge told the
22-year-old she could face up to 11 years
in prison if she is convicted of violating
probation for a bar incident earlier this
year, according to the Orlando Sentinel.

Club bouncers called two off-duty
Tampa Police officers when Sierra
refused to leave the bar. Sierra yelled at
other patrons and got into analtercation
with a friend who was trying to calm
her down, FOX 13 reported. The incident
happened when Sierra was thrown out
of the Full Moon Saloon around 2 a.m.
Tampa police told FOX 13 Sierra tried to
run when she was getting arrested, but
once she was in the back of the police
car, she yelled that her aunt was the
mayor and the officers would be out of
a job before vomiting in the back of the
car several times.

Paramedics were called to the scene.
An officer told the paramedics that
Sierra’s eyes were dilated and she
could be on narcotics, FOX 13 reported.
Hillsborough County Judge Margaret T.
Courtney told Sierra at a hearing Dec.2,
“Obviously the bar scene isn’t working
out so well for you. I suggest you find
another form of entertainment. Good
luck,” the Orlando Sentinel reported.
Bond was not set for Sierra as she vio-
lated her probation, FOX 13 reported.

Maybe a different name for the show
should be “American Scandal,” because
it seems contestants and judges on the
show seem to be getting themselves
into trouble. Does Sierra think being
on a popular national television show
affords her the opportunity to use that
as a means to get out of trouble? So she
had some people phone in a few votes
here and there for ber each week and
sang some lame pop ballads with instru-
mental backups. Big deal. Maybe Sierra
should just shut up and sing instead

“of mouthing off. I'm sure Paula would
be proud.
—B. Marlow
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A galaxy of stars are born in the lovely ‘Juno’

Ellen Page shines in this
flawless coming-of-age comedy

by Matt Fagerholm
Assistant A&E Editor

A FILM like Juno comes along once in a blue
moon. So many quirky feel-good indies fall
flat on their face, settling for easy one-liners
instead of inisight, thinly drawn caricatures
instead of people and smug self-satisfaction
instead of human emotion. What makes
Juno so special is that it is truly the vision
of an individual artist, not a crowd-pleasing
committee.

Much has been written in the last few
weeks about how Juno’s screenwriter Diablo
Cody penned the script while working as a
phone-sex operator in Minneapolis.Such a
profession immediately sparks judgment
in the minds of puritanical Americans,
who upon learning that fact might have
already decided to skip this film. Yet Cody
is someone who refuses to be easily labeled
or stereotyped,and she infuses that convic-
tion in each of her characters.

Consider Juno herself, the film’s 16-year-
old protagonist. Viewers could easily pass
judgment on the tragic carelessness of
her teenage pregnancy. Yet Juno is not the
ultra-naive, self-pitying head-case who
usually headlines Lifetime films with a
similar plot. As played by the phenomenal
Ellen Page, Juno is an effortlessly verbal
and intelligent young woman who utilizes
a barrier of sarcastic wit to shield herself
from life’s more perplexing patches. She
was abandoned by her mother at a young
age, an event that has further muddled her

BHE LAST MAN ON EARTH
i\ IS NOT ALONE::

understanding of motherhood. Like many
teenagers, she submits to her hormonal
yearnings one fateful day with her soft-
spoken friend Paulie Bleeker, played by
Superbad’s astonishingly natural Michael
Cera. Now faced with a baby, Juno matter-
of-factly sets out to find an infertile couple
willing to welcome the unplanned bundle
of joy into their home.

What makes Cody’s writing so exhilarat-
ing is its thorough lack of sanctimonious-
ness. She offers no preachy speechifying
about the inherent rights or wrongs of
Juno's decisions. The biggest scolding she
gets from her father, played wonderfully
by J.K.Simmons, is “I thought you were the
kind of girl who knew when to say when,”
to which she replies, “I don’t really know
what kind of girl I am.”

After Cody'’s years of Catholic schooling,
she decided to temporarily take up strip-
ping out of “curiosity.” During her hilari-
ous appearance on “Late Show with David
Letterman,” which can be found on You-
Tube, she spoke of how her job choice was
anthropologically motivated, while declar-
ing herself as “a naked Margaret Mead.”

Cody’s unapologetic self-confidence is
a trait clearly inherited by the people in
Juno,who exist onscreen in all their flawed,
endearingly three-dimensional glory. This
lends a refreshing directness to her dia-
logue, such as when Juno asks over the
phone to “procure a hasty abortion.”

The enthusiastic reception Juno received
at the Toronto Film Festival drew compari-
son to the similar effect last year’s miracu-
lous comedy Little Miss Sunshine had on
audiences. A key strength- of both films is

the impeccability of their ensembles.

Juno is so immaculately cast that the
actors don'’t really play their roles so much
as embody them. Juno’s chosen adoptive
couple, Jennifer Garner and Jason Bate-
man, use their limited screen time to create
individuals of such surprising depth that
their story alone could sustain a feature
length film. It’s simply an immense joy to
watch Alison Janney sink her teeth into the
role of perhaps the single-coolest stepmom
in film history, as she heroically defends
her daughter from the condescension of
an ultrasound technician. Olivia Thirlby
is pitch-perfect as Juno’s devoted friend,
while “The Office’s” Rainn Wilson masters
yet another offbeat character whose weird
humor succeeds only in amusing himself.

Yet the film’s best moments belong to Page

LEFT: Alison Janney, Ellen Page and J.K. Simmons
are among the ensemble in ‘Juno.
Courtesy FOX SEARCHLIGHT

and Cera,who share the purest, most unaf-
fected chemistry in recent memory. After
performing a memorable faux-castration
on Patrick Wilson in Hard Candy, Page has
already proven to be a pro at playing char-
acters wise beyond their years. Yet in Juno,
she captures with breathtaking nuance the
razor-sharp divide between childish preco-
ciousness and grounded maturity that the
vital juncture of adolescence has caused her
character to shift between.

Page is one of the most exciting film
actors of her generation, and Cera is every
bit her equal.The painfully honest,insanely
funny comic persona he created in “Arrested
Development” has become his acting trade-
mark, yet Juno allows him to expose the
poignant delicacy beneath the perpetual
stuttering and double-takes.To watch both
of these extraordinary young talents share
the same screen is to experience cinematic
heaven itself.

While director Jason Reitman showed
great promise with his debut feature Thank
You for Smoking, he tops himself here beyond
any expectation. His sensitivity and insight
only enriches the heart in Cody’s dialogue,
which could have easily come off as glib in
less feeling hands. In a year where multi-
plexes are practically drowning in blood-
shed, here is a film with the ability to lift
spirits further than most films could only
hope to reach. Juno is more than a series of
comic shenanigans—it is the best time I've
had at the movies in 2007.

meagerhnlm @rchroniclemail.com
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Joffrey Ballet gives all dancers a chance to shine

‘Nutcracker’ tradition includes
wheelchair-bound children

by Betsy Taylor

WITH HER hair neatly pulled back in a danc-
er’s bun and a gym bag of exercise clothes
by her side, 8-year-old Morgan Fritz is ready
to talk about her role in “The Nutcracker.”

Her father Ron has lifted her off a device
called a Standing Dani, a system similar
to a wheelchair but one that allows her to
stand up and be mobile. He places her in a
seat at the Fox Theatre in St. Louis before
rehearsal begins.

“My body is weak all over. I can’t walk,”
Fritz said. She has spinal muscular atrophy,
a genetic disorder that destroys the nerves
controlling voluntary muscle movement.

She has discovered, however, that she
can dance.

The Chicago-based Joffrey Ballet, in a
company tradition, includes disabled
children in its holiday productions of the
iconic ballet. The entire production has
been double cast, so the children involved
take turns in performances. Morgan and
another child, 11-year-old Libby Schued-
dig, share a role that they’ve rehearsed on
weekends with the other kids.

“It’s fun, and when I'm having fun, I
don't get tired,” Fritz said.

Charthel Arthur, a ballet master for
the Joffrey, said a disabled boy saw a 1995
summer dance performance involving
people in wheelchairs. Inspired, the boy
showed up later that year when the com-
pany held open auditions for its holiday
production. He was cast in a role in the Act 1
party scene.The unconventional casting of
“chair dancers”—children in wheelchairs—

for the role of “Party Boy No. 8” in the Jof-
frey’s “The Nutcracker” has continued.

In the St. Louis performances, which
began Dec. 5, Morgan and Libby have
rehearsed to the point that they look like
veterans. Schueddig has spina bifida,a con-
genital defect in which the spinal column
fails to close properly.

The girls don’t dwell on the logistics of
being in a ballet while in a wheelchair.
Rather, each is excited about appearing
on stage with professional dancers. Both
are caught up with the fact that they are
girls portraying boys, but explain that a
lot of other girls are also playing boys. A
quick glance around the lavish theater,
where young female dancers in their black
rehearsal leotards and white tights greatly
outnumber the guys, makes it clear why.

Libby shows how she has practiced for
the part, counting the beats of music and

the girls are among dozens of area children
taking part, alittle entranced by the family
parlor set decorated to celebrate Christmas,
and the Joffrey dancers who make their
complex steps and lifts look effortless.

The girls sit in wheelchairs designed
to look like ones from the 1850s, the time
when this Tchaikovsky ballet is set.

Can Morgan tell the story of “The Nut-
cracker?”

“Kind of,” she said.

“Fritz and Clara have a big party at their
house. She gets a nutcracker and then her

brother Fritz smashes it. Then she gets sad.

Then, she sleeps on'the floor. Then she has
this dream about her nutcracker and she
goes in this world where there’s a fairy, I
think, who guides her through this world.
She meets a lot of people. The Mouse King

3 SEE Libby Schueddig, 11, receives help putting on her ballet shoes from Charthel Arthur, a ballet master with
moving her head and arms in time.Onstage, tne Joffrey Ballet's visiting production of ‘The Nutcracker.

AP

and the Nutcracker have a fight. Then, the
Nutcracker turns into a prince.”

Clara’s godfather in the ballet, Dross-
elmeyer, is a toy maker and magician who
gives her the nutcracker who magically
leads her on her adventures.

“at the end of the party scene, Mr. Dros-
selmeyer takes glitter and sprinkles it on
the chair dancer,” Libby said.

Assistant ballet master and dancer Willy
Shives, 46, who portrays Drosselmeyer at
this rehearsal, said the company’s co-
founder, Gerald Arpino, choreographed
that moment as a special one for the dis-
abled child in each production.

Shives and Arthur say the children in
wheelchairs are always considered dancers

in the ballet. Shives points out that every-
one has limitations. When he’s raising a
partner in a lift, her feet can’t touch the
ground, he noted. He credits Arpino for the
unconventional casting, “for bringing this
in,and opening our eyes to those that can’t
stand on their own feet,” he said.

“They have their own way of expressing
their artistry,” Shives said. “We all have
different ways of dancing.”

The Joffrey Ballet’s regular Chicago produc-
tion of “The Nutcracker” opens Dec. 12 at the
Auditorium Theatre of RooSevelt University, 50
E. Congress Parkway.
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»DENZEL
Continued from PG. 13

Washington aspires to
film stories, not ‘vanity
projects’

abudget that they know you can't
make the movie [with]. We spent
$25 million, but without me the
film was going to be $10 [million]
or $12 million. It’s still a lot of
money,but [to make] a period film,
it would’ve been very difficult. I
am assuredly not interested in
being in the films I direct. I don’t
waste a lot of time on my own per-
formance, just three or four takes
and then keep moving. I really
play all the parts because in the
development process, I would read
the parts out loud, think of what 1
would do or what I would say and
that’s how I would work on the
screenplay. These aren’t vanity b
projects. I've had great success Denzel Washington, director and star of ‘The Great Debaters,” said he never wanted to star in the films he directs, but studios only offer reasonable budgets for the films
as an actor, and I had no desire he stars in.

to direct myself. These kinds of
stories are tougher to get made. I
have a lot of box office clout, so 1
[use] some of that in order to get
them told.

In your mind, how impor-
tant are the critical and public
responses to your films?

For me the joy is making the
film and finding out that people
are responding to it. We had a
great screening last night for the
Director’s Guild [of America]
because it is the toughest audi-
ence—a room full of directors.
It got a standing ovation, and
everyone loved it. So from here
through the Oscars you have to
keep an even keel. I don’t deflect
criticism. I think if you operate in
fear you'll be paralyzed. You can't
let circumstances control your life.
Worrying about your professor’s
opinion of you is not going to help
on your exam.

How does this film’s message
connect to your own beliefs
about the progression of racial
tolerance in America?

My father was a minister, and
he always [said], “Jesus is coming
soon, and the world is ending,”
and as a young wise guy I asked,

Courtesy HARPO FILMS

A UP IN L
UNIFORM FOR A GAME THAT WAS
CANCELLED THREE DAYS AGO."

“What makes you think it’s going
to happen when you're here?” we
look at the world in terms of the
years we're here. If you look back
at the 300 or 400 years of slavery,
and five and 10 years of legislation,
we have to understand our place
in history in that we have to keep
moving forward.

One aspect I tried to instill
in the film is how [persecution]
affected the kids. Racism is taught
and ignorance is taught.You're not
born ignorant, it takes education.
One of my favorite lines from this
film is something I've always
said to my children which is, “Do
what you gotta do so that you can
do what you want to do. It doesn’t
work the other way around.” And
that applies to homework. Don’t
wait till the eleventh hour,which
you guys probably do,and of course
I did too. You can be more relaxed
when you do what you want to

uoneiodiog w3 "SN L00ZS
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by Brett Marlow
Assistant A&E Editor

WORKERS DOWNTOWN aren'’t just going out
to grab a bite during lunch; they’ve got
their hands on guitars.

For Scott Corley, guitar is on his menu
for lunch once a week. Corley, who works
at Wideload Games, a video game studio
in the West Loop, wanted to learn how to
play guitar, but could never find the time.
After he started working in the Loop nearly
a year-and-a-half ago, he thought he might
be able to squeeze in guitar lessons during
his lunch breaks. With a day job and two
kids at home waiting on dinner and story
time each night, it wasn’t impossible to
take lessons in the evenings or weekends,
just a bit hectic.

Five months ago, Corley found exactly
what he was looking for—a guitar instruc-
tor who taught lessons to people with busy
work schedules.

“This way I can sneak away and do it,”
Corley said. “I do my lessons on Fridays,and
it’s a nice break from work.”

Corley'é instructor is Jim Lenger, who
teaches guitar lessons and runs Guitar
Chicago, a professional musical instruction
school at 150 N. Michigan Ave., to busipess
professionals, lawyers, and students who
have busy schedules but can find a time to
come in throughout the day. He also has
students like Corley, who come in on their
lunch breaks and after work.

Guitar Chicago is in a downtown office
building where Lenger has office space
geared with a computer, a mixer and other
audio equipment where his students can
record some of their own compositions.
The lessons are taught on electric and elec-

tric- acoustic guitars.

“Sometimes [lessons] have to be done
through headphones because it is an office
space,” Lenger said. “There are people walk-
ing by in suits.”

Lenger has been teaching for 15 years.He
spends his time teaching guitar in the city
and in Michigan throughout the week.

“What I had been seeing from teaching
for a while is that I had a number of busi-
ness professionals who had come to me
and were interested in doing lessons during
the day,” Lenger said.“So I saw thatitwasa
good niche for me.” '

Lenger started teaching lessons to profes-
sional clientele in February of 2006. He now
spends three days a week teaching in Chica-
go, and hopes next year to hire more instruc-
tors and recruit more students. Lenger
currently teaches more than 50 students.
Lessons range from half-hour to hour ses-
sions and cost $25 per half-hour. Students
can also buy four-to-six month tuition
packages at a discounted rate for weekly
lessons, Lenger said.

Lenger said his students range from 18
to 70 years old. He teaches college students,
some from Columbia, but the majority of
his clients are lawyers, who are also begin-
ners, he said.

“[My students] are looking to leave work
for a bit. Some of them take about five min-
utes just to sit,relax and talk.It’s a nice rest
during the day,” Lenger said. “For people
who don’t have the time to leaye and go to
the gym or do something like that, thisisa
nice alternative.”

Linella Gavin is a lawyer who works a
block away from Guitar Chicago. For a
month-and-a-half, she’s been taking les-
sons with Lenger.

“I always wanted to play [guitar], but
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Guitar lessons strike a chord with busy workers

Jim Lenger teaches guitar to busy professionals downtown on their lunch breaks and after work.

Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE

I hadn’t had much success,” Gavin said.
“Then I picked it up again and was looking
for a way to fit it into my schedule.”

she did, and like Corley, she ventures off
to Guitar Chicago during her lunch hour
from work.

“I think if I tried to do lessons when I
wasn’t at work in my off-time, I would never
make it; it just wouldn’t happen,” Gavin said.

Other students feel the same.

Susan Pak,acommercial real estate broker
who works in the Loop, said she likes the
convenience of working in a building con-
nected by a pedway to Lenger’s. Pak started
taking lessons with him five months ago
when her boyfriend bought her a guitar,and
she wasn’t learning on her own, Pak said.
But five months later, Pak gushed about
her progress.

“I'm getting really good. You would die
if you heard me,” Pak said. “I don’t know if
Jim would think so, but considering how
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bad 1 was when I started, the progress has
been incredible. I love it.”

Pak, who goes to lessons after work one
day a week, said she has learned by ear and
by using what Lenger has taught her to play
songs like “With or Without You” by U2,
“Let It Be” by The Beatles and “Crimson &
Clover” by Joan Jett and The Blackhearts.

Lenger said he hopes to expand this type
of setup to other major cities in the near
future. He is also working on a volume of
guitar books about his teaching approach.

“It'sbeen fun towatch [mystudents’] prog-
ress,” Lenger said. “They re growing as play-
ers. Having the guitar become a good stress
reliever, they're really picking up on [that].”

For more information on Guitar Chicago, visit
GuitarChicago.com.

bmarlow@chroniclemail.com
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CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, DEC. 6

The Chicago Sun-Times' front page can be hit or miss. Some
times the newspaper will lead with a great investigative story,
and other times it will promote something Oprah said or what a
crazy man like Drew Peterson may have done. There are more
pressing issues than Hannah Montana’s visit to Chicago or Don
da West's last interview. —B. Schlikerman

®
MOVIES / DVD / TV

il |
‘PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT WORLD’S
END’ DVD

After watching the convoluted third installment of the Pirates
saga, | found solace in the fact that the blooper reel was five
minutes long. There's no commentary on this DVD, but the rest
of the featurettes make up for it ... even if there are only two

deleted scenes. —S. Harvey @
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SHOULDER SHRUG NOT BAD, NOT BAD WORTH A GIGGLE

ESQUIRE, DEC. 2007

The once-lauded men's magazine has become a pathetic amal-
gam of U.S. Weekly-style infographics, difficult and unattractive
design, and "sex” coverage that would hit Maxim’s cutting room
floor. Oh, and the magazine also features a weekly column from
Chuck Klosterman, the emperor of awful writing and ridiculous
conclusions glossed over with a hipsterish style. | hate Chuck

Klosterman. —W. Giglio m

Intervention

NEW SEASON OF ‘INTERVENTION’

I'll admit I'm somewhat addicted to this show. The season pre-
miere was a little depressing, but | recently found out that one of
the interventionists on the show, good old Candy Finnegan, is the
mom of my brother's neighbor. Pretty sweet, right? —Q. Milton

HAPPY DANCE!

50 CENT’S ‘CURTIS’ CD BOOKLET

| found the Curtis CD booklet far more interesting than 50 Cent’s
new wangster-gangster music I've been hearing in the club. |
took myself to the candy shop and | didn't see anything as sweet
as the pictures in the booklet of Fiddy, shirtless and groping a
half-naked woman or the photo of him eating a gun with a fork.
They all inspire me to get rich or die trying. —B. Palmer

@)

‘MARGOT AT THE WEDDING’

Noah Baumbach directed this well-acted, but ultimately over-
written short story about a fractured family that comes together
for a small wedding by the sea. Jennifer Jason Leigh and Nicole
Kidman are wonderful, but the rings Baumbach makes them
jump through grow in dissonance. In the end, | didn't believe
this well-made film. —W. Giglio @

BLAKE LEWIS: ‘AUDIO DAY DREAM'

I'll bet Blake Lewis has a lot of issues deciding what 1o wear
in the morning. His schizo-resembling indecisiveness shows on
this debut album, with his random secatting and obvious des
peration to be like Justin Timberlake, Sorry little guy, but you will
never be as slammin’ as JT. —J. Galliart

RANDOM

BURBERRY FASHION
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Stage actor D.C. Anderson, known for his role in “Phantom of
the Opera” for the last 14 years, sings Christmas songs with a
voice that is soft and folksy, yet clearly Broadway. To a theater
lover's delight, the CD includes “Three Wishes for Christmas,”
a song originally written by Stephen Sondheim for the musical

Gypsy. 5. Harvey @

g 4 i
GRAMMY NOMINATIONS

Kanye West's cight nominations don't surprise me, but it he
wtually wins o Grammy, 1'll die of shock, Mega-lush Amy Wine
hot napged six nominations, and she's probably celebrating
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AU REVOIR SIMONE: ‘THE BIRD OF MUSIC’
Three long-haired brunette babes in frolicy dresses with synthe-
sizers equals automatic perfection. I've never been so jealous
of earthy, hippie chicks until | heard this album. Consider me a
tree-hugger. —C. Mahimeister

BEER HEIST

50 apparently some guy in lreland pulled the largest heist ever
at Ireland's largest brewer, Guinness, by stealing 450 full kegs. |
don’t know how he did it, but Irish police are still hunting for the
so-called “beer bandit,” according to the Chicago Tribune. Who-
ever you are, | hope you put it all to good use. —Q. Milton



Arts & Entertainment | THE CHRONICLE 25

% ?Eym@ut%a{ free z%{'v:;% open to a%é Columbia students

ts, cardio equipment, and studio for

312-344-6659

COlumbiaCOLLEGE cHicAaGco &




26 THE CHRONICLE | December 10, 2007

en compete for title of Mr. Gay Mexican Cowboy

by Alison Satake

BACKSTAGE IN the dressing room, the ner-
vous energy was high as each cowboy
primped before a vanity mirror.

For some, like “Antonio Rios,” the nerves
came from more than a little stage fright.

“Antonio Rios is 24,” said the worker from
the avocado orchards of Michoacan, Mexico,
who is actually 21. He assumes this fake
identity when he goes to gay clubs. “Idon’t
like using my personal name because my
family and straight friends don’t know I'm
gay. And people might come looking for me
at work, too.”

Despite his coyness, there’s one thing
Rios is not shy about—his quest for the title
of Mr. Gay Vaquero 2007.

The gay vaquero, or “Mexican cowboy”
pageant, is a month-long talent and beauty
contest, which began Oct. 29 and culmi-
nated with the crowning of the winner Nov.
19 at downtown Oakland, Calif. gay club, the
Bench and Bar. As the only gay Mexican
cowboy pageant in the San Francisco Bay
area, the club’s owner, Alex Loera, said of
the contestants, “[It] helps them be who
they want to be.”

A Stetson hat, cowboy boots and an elu-
sive,brooding attitude comprise the quint-
essential vaquero.

“I look good as a cowboy. I like it when
people look at me,” Rios said. “And many
people ask me to dance.”

Rios refers to banda, the energetic Mexi-
can country-Western two-step dance,
which is integral to the vaquero subculture
as well as the rodeo.

“I love the rodeo,” said pageant founder
Roberto Munoz. “I love the energy, the

people dancing and the music.”

Munoz frequents the summer rodeos held
by the Oakland Coliseum and used to drive
every weekend down to West Hollywood’s
Tempo, the original gay banda club party.
He started the Mr. Gay Vaquero pageant in
Oakland, seven years ago.

The pageant aims to continue the rodeo
spirit through cultural traditions such
as ballet folklorico and cow-roping that
originate from the rural Mexican states of
Jalisco and Michoacan, Munoz said. It is
unique, however, because Mr. Gay Vaquero
contestants are free to serenade their boy-
friends and have drag queens do back-up.
On the first Monday, 200 people came to
watch the nine contestants strut their stuff
in the first round of the competition.

Rios, who is Contestant No. 2, said, “I
like cowboys. My family members are
cowboys.”

Most of the contestants are immigrants
like Rios, who came to this country four
years ago when he was 17.

“1t’s like what Washington is for apples,”
said Rios as he proudly describes his rural
hometown, Tancitaro, the region that pro-
duces the most “aguacates” or Hass avo-
cados in Mexico. He began working for a
farmer when he was 12 years old who had
him sleep in his avocado orchard alone with
a .22 rifle to fend off poachers.

At one point, Rios said, he contemplated
suicide back in Tancitaro because he knew
he was gay, but had no one he could talk
to about it. Now, in the States, he has gay
friends and although it was strange at
first to him to see two men dancing banda
together, he has grown accustomed to it.

Munoz admits there is homophobia in
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the heterosexual vaquero community, leastafoot tallerand chiseled. The 29-year-
but said it reflects the homophobia in the old has been working out at the gym since
larger hetero-normative society. He said January for this.

It paid off. Cabrera won the title.

he believes that in general, heterosexual
vaqueros don’t mind the gay vaqueros.

“When 1 go outreach for the pageant at
straight cowboy clubs, I've had no problems
so far,” he said.

For Contestant No.7, a hair designer from
Newark, Calif., the pageant provides a rare
opportunity for him to express masculinity
as a gay male.

“I think a gay guy can do anything he
wants. You can be macho,” said Jaime
Castro, 29, during a rehearsal break. “For
me, being gay doesn’t make me less than
aman.”

What makes the vaquero, though, is the
clothes.

Two days before the preliminary pageant,
Rios inspected a pair of cowboy boots at a
store selling Latino items, such as popular
soccer team jerseys and Latin American
flags. “Botas,” or cowboy boots, he said, can
cost $500 to $600. “Texanas,” or cowboy
hats, sometimes cost up to $3,000. He
ordered two “trajes” (suits) with two pairs
of matching blue and green cowboy boots
for the competition.

The $1,000 cash prize given to the first
place winner barely covers the cost of one
vaquer