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Columbia tuition
below average,
aid even lower

By Steve Yaccino
Assistant Campus Editor

Though the sticker price of an
education at Columbia is below
the national average for four-year
private institutions, Columbia
students receive less financial aid
and therefore spend about as
much as most other students.

The average price for full-time
students at private four-year col-
leges is $22,218, according to the
College Board 2006 Trends in
Higher Education report released
on Oct. 24. The average has
increased nearly 7 percent since
last year. In comparison,
Columbia’s tuition climbed 4.75
percent to a total of $16,328 this
year.

An average four-year private
college student receives approxi-
mately $5,700 in institutional
grants from the student’s school,
according to the College Board
report, which makes up about 26
percent of the average tuition.

The sticker price of average
tuition this year is $22,218, minus
the $5,700 per student, leaving a
net total of $16,518 to come from
state and federal aid, loans or stu-
dents’ pockets.

Columbia’s institutional fund
totals more than $5.7 million this
year, but when divided amongst
the entire student body, it
amounts to only $502.22 per stu-
dent. This makes up about 3 per-
cent of tuition costs, creating a
total of $15,826.

“The college has never really
sought a lot of outside funding or
individual giving,” said Micki
Leventhal, Columbia’s director of
Media Relations. “It’s through
that individual giving that you get
scholarship endowments. That is
not a pattern historically that the
college has looked toward.”

For the past six years,
Columbia has been working to
remedy its dependence on tuition,
Leventhal said. Tuition and fees

See Tultion, Page 12
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Student-to-faculty ratio puts strain on instructors | Students

By Hayley Graham
Editor-in-Chief

Dawn Larsen has been a full-
time faculty member at
Columbia for more than 10 years
and has seen the quality of stu-
dent and faculty interaction
decline as enrollment as the col-
lege continues to grow at an
astounding rate. She believes
instructors are being left with
less availability for students.

“I used to be able to spend

more time with my students and
to actually get to know them bet-
ter and to actually get to be more
effective mentoring them than
now,” said Larsen, who is vice
president of the Columbia
College Faculty Organization.
Larsen is one of 16 full-time fac-
ulty members in the Arts
Entertainment Media Management
Department, which has one of the
highest student to full-time faculty
ratios on campus at 74 to 1, accord-
ing to the Fall 2005 Fact Book, the

most recent one published. This
ratio is far above the collegewide
student to full-time faculty ratio,
which is 35 to 1.

“It’s not as good for the stu-
dents because they don’t get to
develop those one-on-one mentor-
ing relationships that should real-
ly be taking place,” she said.

Martin D. Snyder, research
director at the American
Association  of  University

Professors, which advocates for
academi¢ freedom and quality

Dlamond damage oontrol

Andrew Nelles/The Chronicle

Clean up and demolition was still in progress the afternoon of Nov. 1 at 630 S. Wabash Ave. On Oct.
24, the George Diamond Steak House caught fire and it wasn’t put out until later that week.

education, said it is hard to pin-
point an industry standard
because the ratios rely heavily on
the nature of the departments and
classes.

Columbia, like most other
schools, hires mostly part-time
faculty who are not responsible
for and may not have the extra
time to spend advising students
outside of the classroom. Part-
time teachers comprise 78 per-
cent of Columbia’s faculty, and
teach 78 percent of the credit
hours.

Snyder said most institutions
are hiring mostly part-time fac-
ulty because of economic pres-
sures. He said from the adminis-
tration’s point of view this is
more efficient because the insti-
tution gets more product for the
money, but the question is
whether that provides a good
education.

“Running an institution has
become much more expensive
and there is little federal and
state funding,” Snyder said. “The
corporate insistence on a high
level of productivity is much
more present today than it has
been.”

Joe T. Berry, an adjunct-labor

specialist at the University of

Ilinois at Chicago, said this
trend is relatively new and has
only been occurring for the past
30 years.

“[Colleges|  have  become
addicted to contingent faculty for
cconomic and flexibility reasons.™
Berry said. “[Administrators| are
running these mstitutions  on
[adjunct faculty’s| backs to a great
extent  and  students backs
|because of tuition dependency|.”

See Ratlo, Page 7

|

question
course fees

By Jim Jaworski
Associate Editor

Students have to pay for
tuition, books and, in some
cases, dorm costs in order to
earn their degree at Columbia.
It is pretty clear where that
money goes. However, how the
college spends course fees is
unclear.

Course fees are charges
applied to each student’s finan-
cial statement on top of tuition.
The fees, typically between $25
and $100, are decided by each
department’s chair and vary per
class. However, it is not clear
what course fees are spent on,
leaving many faculty and stu-
dents wondering where the
money goes.

Brian Matos, president of the
Student Government
Association, asked the Office
of the Provost at Columbia’s
College Council mecting on
Nov. 3 for more transparency
into what the charges are and
where the money is being spent.
One possibility, Matos said, 1is
providing the information
class syllabi to mform the stu-
dent enrolled i the class,

Ihe fees are a sore subject
amongst many students, Matos
said. He added that paving the
extra money  would not be a
problem il the
was clearer about its intent

“When the Know
what they  are tor,

on

administration

students
paying
See Council, Page 10
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Money comes and goes, but
my shoe and jewelry collec-
tions could be in my closet
years from now. Or at least
that’s what I tell myself each
month right around the first
and the 15th when [ get paid.

Last week my bank account
got a refill, and what did I do
besides pay off whatever neg-
lected bills I had lying around
my apartment? [ went shop-
ping for matenial items
that I convinced myself |
“needed”: boots (to add
to my closet piled with
shoes), a jacket (to hang
beside my other four
jackets) and necklaces
(that I might wear once
every couple of months).

It’s not even like I'm
bringing in a fat check or
fed an allowance from N
super-wealthy parents
each week. And, like my
dad always painfully
reminded me whenever [
asked him for money
while growing up, I cer-
tainly don’t have a tree
in my backyard sprouting
an endless supply of
Benjamin Franklins

Like most other college stu-
dents, I'm siting on a bunch
of loans that are gong 1o take
many excrucialing years (o pay
back. But for some reason this
semester [ ve been spending
money like an overrated. filthy
nch pop-princess on the cover
of US Weekly

When | was in high school |
would save half of my pay
checks from my part-time,
mimimum wage Dary Queen
job. Now I'm lucky 1f | have
50 bucks left by the end of the
two weeks as | want for my
ncxt paycheck. However,

Yeah I'm registeced
It s important to me
now because |'m frorm

here now

i MeDionald, sophe
mewre phwricngs aphry

No. I already got
my siuff switehed
[t vote here]

B 1 bmrel Smntin go
rachunte shulemnt

I'm a shopaholic, but it’s
not because I'm female

knowing that T can go shop-
ping and still manage to scrape
by with what little cach [ have
at the end of the pay period
keeps me spending.

I bet Dr. Phil would rell me
that I'm hjowing through my
money in order to fill some
sort of dark void in my life or
to regain some sort of self-
control from some terrioly
depressing sitvation. However,

I can confidently say that this
is not the problem. ['m pretty

sure that [ didn’r feel & wave
of rehefl or some Band-Aad
tvpe of happiness for 20 min-
utes after I bought my latest
pair of Levis

Most people seem (o think
it's pretty typical for a female
to be plagued wiih a jewelry
addscnion and a shoe fetish
Am | more bikely to suffer
from a compuisive buving dis-
order simply because cf my
gender”? After all. diamonds
arc a g.ri’s bes: friend
rnight”

Well a study conducizd by

In Your Opinion

Are you going to vote with an absentee ballot for

the Stanford University School
of Medicine that was pub-
lished in the American Journal
of Psychiatry last month says
otherwise.

The study, a random nation-
wide telephone survey of
2,513 adults, found that more
than one in 20 people are
addicted to shopping, and it
affects males and females at
nearly the same rate. The sur-
vey found that 5.5 per-
cent of people suffering
from the disorder are
male and 6 percent are
female, which negates
the stereotype that it's
women who love and
are addicted to compul-
sive shopping trips.

These statistics make-
sense considering that
most of the guys I know
like to spend their pay-
checks on material
things just as much as [

~N do, just not necessarily

on shoes and purses, but

on records, movies and

music. Even one of my

ex-boyfriends used to

head directly over to the
mall to blow his money after
cashing his checks on Fridays
Now, I'm not even that bad

However, my ex-boyfriend

would never admit to anyone
else that he ran out and blew
his paycheck every week. And
I think that may be where this
stereotype that females love to
shop more than men comes
from. So even though both
men and women love to spend
money on things they don’t
need, the difference 18 that we
car: admit it

harahamia.chroniclemail com

“Yeah | think it
important to take @
stand on what you
helieve in "

Laura Flwood, sopho-
more. fine arte

"I was going to, but
apparently ity sittin
on a bureaw in Rhe
Island "
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War Fare Sy
The Museum of Contemporary Photography presents
War Fare, a new exhibit exploring the imagery behind war.
The exhibit is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m on Nov. 6 mthe
Alexandroff Campus Center, 600 S. Michigan Ave.

For more information, ' contact Jeff Arnett at
Jarneft@colum.edy.

Lunchtime Drum Circle

Columbia hosts the monthly drum circle series that fea-
turing a variety of drum leaders from around the campus.
Students and faculty are encouraged to join in. The event
takes place from noon to 2 p.m. on Nov. 7 in the Hokin
Annex, 623 S. Wabash Ave. Admission is free.

For more information, contact Sharod Smith af
(112)344-7188.

Big Mouth Open Mic
. Students can watch their peers perform anything from
spoken word to poetry from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Nov. 9 at
the Hokin Annex located in the Wabiash Campus Building,
. 623 S, Wabash Ave.

F or. more information, contact, Sharod- Smith at
- (312)344-7188.

Student Performance Night

Columbia students will show off their dancing abilities

during a performance night that features dance students’ det

work created outside of the classroom. A panel of faculty 3

erd studemt work will also be present to showcase their

cwi work. The event will be held at 8 p.m. 10 10 p.m. on

Nov. @ at the Dance Center, 1306 S. Michigan Ave.

Admission is free.

Yor more information, contact ¢ Dance Center Box = | o

Qfice at (312)344-8300.

Molly Me Willigms, sophe-

COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

If you have an upcoming event or

When breaking n_om happens
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‘One trashy exhibit |

- Artists transform
junk into cultural
snapshot

By Jessica Galliart
Staff Writer

Junk mail, fast focd wrap-
pers and old love letters are
trashed daily without much
thought. But an exhibit at
Columbia’s Center for Book
and Paper Arts, in the 1104
Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.,
showcases how artists took one
man’s trash and turned it into
another man'’s art.

“Exalted Trash” features col-
iaborated works by Chicago-
based artist Marc Fischer and
Paris-based  artist  Bruno
Richard.

The exhibit shows how two
artists can take everyday junk
mail, magazine clippings and
random photographs from the
Internet and see them in a dif-
ferent way. Installations by
Chicago-based artist Patrick
Miceli focuses on taking recog-
nizable materials, mainly “fast
food packaging, and demon-
strating ways to re-contextual-
ize them.

Fischer developed an interest
and curiosity in Richard’s
somewhat hard-to-get art, after

seeing a few of his published
drawings and works.

Fischer wrote Richard to
request more access te his art,
and the two began to send each
other books and other items
that were hard to get in both
countries. This partnership
eventually sparked a nine-year
corresponderce between the
two. resulting in mountains of
drawings. fliers, clippings and
photographs  that Richard
thought would interest Fischer.

“It started out because [Fischer]
couldn’t get some things [Richard]
published,” said Bill Drendel,
exhibitions coordinator for the
Center for Book and Paper Arts.
“Then it just progressed to this
madness.”

The exhibit displays the con-
tents of several packages
Fischer received from Richard,
separated by wallcasings. The
pieces capture a variety of
moments including children
with gags to people engaging in
acts of bondage.

“When I met with Bill, 1
knew that some of the things
might be kind of challenging,
but it’s sort of a shared risk,”

Fischer said. “I could show the-

most explicit things [Richard
has] drawn. but I wanted it to
be honest.”

Drendel and Fischer both

shton/The Chronicle

Among the many items on display at the exhibit Exalted Trash in the Center for Book and Paper Arts,
in the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., are selected publications by or featuring Bruno Richard or

Elles Sortie with Pascal Doury.

said they expect some contro-
versy from the artwork, specif-
ically from the lesbian bondage
art, but haven’t received any
yet. A few drawings on trans-
parency film in-a section of the
exhibit are a little “explicit.”
but Drendel found ways to
avoid censoring it by mounting

the pieces 14-feet high.

Curious visitors can use
binoculars on pillars to view the
explict material.

In a way, the controversial
nature of the exhibit has helped
to attract people, according to
Drendel. In the front window
on the first floor of the 1104

Center, a display for the exhib-
it has a small white sign cau-
tioning visitors that some
material in the exhibit may be
offensive to some people,
which is also on the front door
to the gallery.

“We even put [the sign] in the

See Exhibit, Page 10

Academic,

By Amanda Maurer
Campus Editor

Columbia may be known as one
of the city’s art colleges, but it's
not all gallery walks and finger-
painting.

While students may consider
Columbia to be lenient because of
its open admissions policy, some
students still do poorly. The col-
lege’s Satisfactory Academic
Progress program helps hundreds
of students stay on track each year.

The Satisfactory Academic

financial program keeps students in check

Progress program is nothing
new, but for students who occa-
sionally experience a’difficult
semester, it helps them recover
academically and reclaim finan-
cial aid eligibility.

As'many as 600 to 1,000 stu-
dents fall out of compliance each
year; howevet, most of the stu-
dent body fulfills the require-
ments and may never have to
worry about it.

The regulations apply to all
students as soon as they begin at
Columbia. In order to comply,

students must successfully fin-
ish two-thirds of their attempted
credit hours each semester, not
take more than 186 credits, or
60 classes, in a college career
and maintain a GPA of 2.0. The
GPA is especially important at
the end of a student’s fourth
semester at Columbia because it
allows them to remain eligible
for financial aid. .

Each consecutive semester a
students fail to comply, they reach
a more serious warning: mild,
“strong, probation and dismissal.

Breakfast

of Champ

Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Il.) attends a breakfast meeting with Cclumbia Presi
He later attended Stephanie Shonekan’s ‘Contemyorary Africa’ class.

ions

Rachael Strecher/The Chronicle
ident Warrick L. Carter, Nov. 1.

Students can only face dismissal if
they do not comply during four
consecutive semesters.

Only about 20 to 30 students
face dismissal each year, accord-
ing to Jennifer Waters, service
operations director in the office
of Student Financial Services.

Most students only reach the
first stage, mild, when they fall
out of compliance after their first
semester, according to Waters.

Only two or three students
reach that point each year, she
said.

While Emily Capdevielle, a
freshman journalism major, was
glad te know Columbia had aca-
demic and financial standards in
place, she thought the compliance
qualifications could be stricter.

“1 think the GPA should be high-
er, because 2.0 is kind of on the
low side,” Capdevielle said. “They
should set their standards a bit
higher.”

But, for those who
receive mild status,
it is usually because
of a reason that
clears up on its own.
One common prob-
lem that places stu-
dents on the mild
list occurs when
professors fail to
turn in’ grades on
time. But students
don’t need to worry about the
status remaining.

“When a grade comes in, we

_adjust their status, so the stu-

dent doesn’t really pay a final
penalty for that,” Waters said,
adding that while a non-compli-
ance status does remain on a
student’s transcript, students do
have the option to appeal it.
Students who fall out of com-
pliance receive a writtzn notifi-

“We don’t want to
just take money
JSfrom people without
them progrssing
toward the end.”

—Jennifer Waters,
service operations
director, Student
Financial Services

cation and face a hold on their
OASIS account. Students who
have a bad semester and discov-
er they have a mild status should
see their adviser immediately.

“It sort of puts a check on that
so they’'re really effectively
using their funds toward degree
completion,” Waters said. “We
don’t want to just take money
from people without them pro-
gressing tewvard the end.”

Waters and Janet Talbot, associ-
ate director in the Advising
Center, help students financially
and academically with the Student
Academic Progress program.

But bad grades aren’t the only
way students can find themselves
in acagdemic and financial trou-
ble; too many grades can be just
as problematic. The school limits
degree-seeking  students  to
acquiring 186 credits before their
financial aid is cut off and they
have to leave the
college.

Talbot  said
advisers can help
a student figure
out what they
need to do in
order to get back
on ftrack both
academically
and financially.

Sometimes
that  can be
accomphshed by repeating a
class; however, financial aid
may be withheld. Other factors
that could aiso restrict the
amount of financial aid received
include dropping or withdraw-
ing classes.

Fer more  information,
wwwicolum.edw adh ising

visit

amaurer@chroniclemail.com
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The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan at 11* St.

Concert Hall Events

Monday November 6

Ann Clapper & Donny Walker .n Concert 12:30 PM : =
LS,
( r R Qx e
All Music Student Convocation 200 PM Sl
Wy

Tuesday November 7
Joseph Pruitt Senior Recital 12:30 PM

All Music Studert Convocation 200 FM
for mare informatian contact recycling@colum.edu

Wednesday November 8 EN—UMB{A CO; ’~ [r')i‘ RECYE\.lNG PROGRAM

R&B Ensemble Recital 1230 M

Thursday November 9
Jazz Gallery in the Hall 1230 M
with Trombonist Vincent Gardner

CCC Jazz Ensembla Concert 7.30 oM
with special guest Vincent Gardner

Al svonts are free, B
For more info: 312/344-6308

Columbia &

CO0LLEBE U HIOQAGD
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Columbia ‘anchors’ South Loop community

As school continues
to expand, more
stereotypes are born

By Jenn Zimmerman
Assistant Campus News Editor

Surrounded by high rises, the
El tracks, and businesses feed-
ing off of its students, Columbia
is known as more than a college,
it’s also the anchor of the South
Loop community.

However, as the school con-
tinues to grow, more students
are facing the stereotypes made
by students from surrounding
schools.

Since 2003, the number of
students living on campus has
grown from 500 to 2,300,
according to Mark Kelly, vice
president of Student Affairs.

And with these students come
visitors.

Alicia Berg, vice president of
Campus Environment said
Columbia alone brings in close
to 300,000 people to the South
Loop community annually.

With such a large number of
students and visitors, Kelly said
many South Loop businesses
have benefited economically by
having Columbia as their main
clientele.

“Everything from businesses
opening in the University Center
to Gourmand to the [Eleven City
Diner]; I think business are very
aware of the economic impact
that Columbia represents and
they are more and more looking
to serve Columbia students to
connect to them,” Kelly said.

Restaurants like Chicago
Carry-Out, 63 E. Harrison St.,
practically shut down for one to
two weeks during Columbia’s
winter break and shorten their
hours during summer months,

according to ‘owner, Paul
Youkhana
With a majority of carry-out’s

business being Columbia stu-
dents, they often base their
hours on the school’s schedule.
“They are one of our top two
customers,”Youkhana.
Sandmeyer’s Bookstore, 714
S. Dearborn Ave., has also
accommodated the growing
number of Columbia students in
the South Loop by expanding its
film section because of how
many students are interested in

or studying film.

“Since Columbia has started
mushrooming we have adjusted
our inventory a little bit towards
the needs of students,” said
Ulrich Sandmeyer, owner of the
bookstore.

The HotHouse, 31 E. Balbo
Ave., also profits from
Columbia’s growing student
body. According to Michilla
Blaise, a spokeswoman for the
HotHouse, it recently partnered
with Columbia, agreeing to host
some its upcoming events and
rent out space to the college’s
students.

Every month it is booked with
different Columbia events and
is just trying to keep up with the
fast-paced growth in the student
body by having space available.

“[We have seen a] 10 percent
increase [in business] every year
as an organization,” Blaise said.

However, as Columbia contin-
ues to expand as a major player,
some opinions are not as kind.

Students like Alessandra
Barrutia, | a
freshman com-
munications
major at DePaul

“Something that is
Satalistic is that you
can’t classify stu-

a university of ‘freaks’ or [we]
are depicted as the ‘other
school,”” Brzek said. “But the
people here make the college,
and I love the people!”

Awilda Rodriguez, a first year
graduate student, also said that
Columbia’s diverse crowd goes
beyond just what people wear.

“The reason why the school is
like this is because it does value
individuality,™ Rodriguez said.
“You can express yourself.”

Then again, not all stereo-
types are as simple as the way
students dress at Columbia;
some expand all the way to the
value of education Columbia
produces.

Melissa Fontanesi, also a
DePaul freshman, added that
Columbia seems to set its stan-
dards for acceptance much
lower than other universities.

“It’s easy to get into and
expensive,” she said.

However, Kelly said these
labels simply don’t fit
Columbia’s standards.

When it comes to

" Columbia’s  open
admission policy, he
said the school iden-

University, said o tifies it as “a gener-

after  touring de',"s by the ms"f,“' ous approach to

Columbia fol-  fion they go to. admissions™ rather

lowing her than open.

acceptance to ——_Domonic Cating, Kelly also said the
director of Student

the school last school follows a

year, she sensed
not everyone
could fit in at the school.

“I felt like I would be a minor-
ity at Columbia,” she said.
“Everyone had piercings and
pink hair.”

Chae Ohn and Tae Kim, both
freshmen at the School of the
Art Institute of Chicago, also
see Columbia’s typical fashion
sense as more urban and trendy
in comparison to their own
school.

“The Art Institute [students]
have more individual styles and
[are] not just following the
trends,” Kim said.

However, Sebastian Brzek, a
senior graphic design major,
said the different type of atmos-
phere Columbia students have
created in comparison to other
schools’ campuses is what keeps
him hooked on the Columbia
vibe.

“People like to say that this is

‘I like having the college here,’ said Meg Burns, a South Loop resi-
dent It's nice to have the feeling of a campus town.’

Organization

strict curriculum that
they expect students
to follow.

“We probably work our stu-
dents harder and that’s where we
place our emphasis,” Kelly said.

Kelly also added that DePaul’s
tuition is much higher than
Columbia’s and although DePaul
does offer more scholarships,
Columbia students end up paying
less than a DePaul student.

This year DePaul’s tuition
averaged out to be a over
$24,000, according to their web-
site. Columbia’s averages out to
about $16,000, much less than
DePaul’s.

Even for Columbia students,
the stereotype that it is an easy
school is hard to take.

Elena Tenner, a freshman
music business major, said with
Columbia having open admis-
sions, other students assume the
classes are easy.

“This is an art school and in
general it is what you make of
it,” Tenner said. “It gives you a
good opportunity and it is up to
you to take advantage of it.”

As Columbia continues to be
judged institutionally and exter-
nally, Dominic Cottone, director
of Student Organizations, said
people need to see beyond the
common label society has creat-
ed for Columbia students.

“Something that is fatalistic is
that you can’t classify students
by the institution they go to,” he
said. “They are individuals, they
are people, they have a whole
bunch of different interests.”

And as the influx of students
continues each year, many resi-
dents continue to also dive into
the benefits that Columbia
brings to the neighborhood.

According to South Loop
Neighbors, an organization ded-
icated to helping preserve the
South Loop area, with students
come more restaurants and ben-
eficial change.

Paulette Boyd, president of
South Loop Neighbors, said she
hasn’t heard of any complaints

Mauricio Rubio/The Chronicle

Kevin Faber dressed up as his own character, the Schtolk, for
Halloween. Faber participates in Columbia sports and believes not
every student fits the artsy stereotype held by other surrounding

schools.

from local neighbors about stu-
dents. And with places like
Panera. Bread, 525 S. State St.,
and the KFC on Wabash Avenue
moving in, it is nice to have more
places interested in coming to the
South Loop for business.

“With the expansion of the
school and with them moving all
the way down now to 14th or
16th street they are taking
spaces and doing great things
with them and broadening their
outreach to the community,”
Boyd said. “I can’t say that

[their presence] is anything but
a positive impact.”

With the South Loop once
being a “corporate headquarters
site,” according to Berg, .
Columbia has helped change the
neighborhood into a new com-
munity.

“We have absolutely remade
the whole entire South Loop
experience,” Kelly said.

Rachael Strecher/The Chronicle

South Loop residents, Paul Bowles (top right) and Kim Serritos ( bot-
tom right) both think Columbia students benefit the neighborhood.
But students like Elena Tenner think students from other schools
inaccurately judge Columbia students.
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Ratio:

Students complain
about contacting
part-time faculty
Continued from Front Page

Even though most colleges
and universities across the coun-
try rely heavily on adjunct fac-
ulty, some private liberal arts
schools = comparable to
Columbia have much lower stu-
dent to full-time faculty ratios.

The School of the Art Institute
of Chicago and the Rhode Island
School of Design both have
ratios of 16 to 1, according to
total enrollment and full-time
faculty numbers in fall 2005. At
Savannah College of Art and
Design, the collegewide under-
graduate student to full-time

not heard any complaints direct-
ly from students, other faculty
members in her department have
said students are noticing that
faculty members are not always
as available as they would like
them to be.

“The high full-time faculty to
student ratio has an effect on the
student experience here at
Columbia,” Larsen said. “The
lower the numbers can get, the
better the student experience
will be, and I think that’s what
we should be striving for.”

Since it’s the job of full-time
faculty members
advise students, which includes
clearing students for registration,
when there is a high student to full-
time faculty ratio, that decreases
the amount of time instructors can
spend with students dtside of the
classroom.

Kapelke recognized that if
full-time faculty members have
too many advisees it’s difficult

faculty  ratio for them to
during fall 2005 . maintain  a
was 17w, “The lower the [full-time high quality
Steve Kapelke, Jaculty to student ratio] of advising.
provost and vice Mumbers can get, the beﬂ_"r “[Part-time
president of the student experience will  faculty] is not
Academic be, and Ithink that’s what there to give
Affairs,  said we should be striving for.” the extra help

Columbia’s high
student to full-
time faculty
ratios are one of
the first things
that he recog-
nized when he came to the college
five years ago, but said he has not
heard any complaints from stu-
dents that their instructors are not
as available as they would like.
Larsen said although she has

—Dawn Larsen, faculty
member in the Arts,
Entertainment Media
Management Department

and give the
advising, and
the burden of
that falls on
the full-time
faculty or it
doesn’t get done at all,” Snyder
said. “It’s not that [adjunct pro-
fessors] aren’t good; they aren’t
given the kind of support, the
pay and the facnlmes to be pres-
ent and do so.’

to formally.

Student and Full-time Facult! Ratio

AEMM
AND DESIGN

SOURCE: COLUMBIA'S FALL 2005 FACT BOOK

45:1
28:1
59:1

Larsen said four adjunct fac-
ulty members who have been
working in the AEMM
Department for a while have
been trained to do advising to
take the load off the full-time
faculty in the departnient.

Vanessa Cervantes, a fresh-
man audio arts and acoustics
major, said most of the time she
can get in touch with instructors
if she needs to. However,
Cepvantes and Laura Lane, a
freshman journalism major,
agreed that it’s hard to contact
an instructor if it’s not through
e-mail, and OASIS e-mail is
often unreliable.

“If e-mail isn’t working then
there’s no way to get ahold of a

teacher,” Lane said.
Chair of the Marketing .
Communication  Department

Margaret Sullivan said the work
load for full-time faculty is
extrem=!y high because they are
responsible  for  advising.
Marketing has one of the highest
student to full-time facully
ratios at 70 to 1.

Many of the added pressures
put on. adjunct faculty when
there is a high student to full-
time faculty ratio have to do
with the limited amount of
space adjunct faculty have on

Joshua Covarrublas/The Chronicle

campus to use for meectings
with students. Berry, who is
also a part-time faculty mem-
ber at Roosevelt University,
said it can be alleviated.

“The pressures are not just on
[part-time faculty],” Berry said.
“Qur working conditions are the
students’ learriing conditions.”

Christire Pfeiffer, who is an
adjunct faculty member in the
English Department and is on
the steering committee of P-
FAC, Columbia’s part-time fac-
ulty organization, agreed that as-
the college continues to grow,
space is a main concern among

See Ratio, Page 8

SHOW OFE

@ the PORTFOLIO CENTER

One part mentorship, one part talent search, Show Off is
the primary vehicle the Portfolio Center uses to get seniors,
grad students and recent graduates in front of people in
their field.

To register, individuals should call 312-344-7280.

Visit www.colum.edu/portfolio for more information about our programs.

November 7th @ 10am

i4 DESIGN

Design Director Amy Kosnick will review design portfolios and is
seeking talent for a spring package design intern. Open to product
and graphic design juniors, seniors and Spring '06 grads.

[ sisano oNIWOD4N )

November 8th @ 10am

WDRY (97.1 ¥M “The Drive”)

Program Director Patty Martin will meet with radio students who have
a working or budding aircheck or on-air demo.

November 8th @ 1pm

MANUELA GUIDI LLC

Creative Recruiter Allison Sagehorn will be here to review portfolios
for students preparing for a career in ad-creative.

)

November 10th @ 10am

GRIP DESIGN

Principals (the creative type, not the disciplinarians) Kelly Kaminski
and Kevin McConk=y will review grarhic design portfolios.

November 14th @ 10am

TOM LINDFO RS Photographer

Tom is an accomplished photographer whose body of work includes
architectual, location and portraiture for a variety of publications and
commercial applications.

November 15th @ 10:30am

JODIE ZEITLER Artist Rep

Jodie is an alum ('93) who will review photography and illustration
portfolios for those with commercial aspirations.

November 16th @ 2:30pm

DRAFT FCB

Art Buyer Sari Rowe will review photography portfolios from the
perspective of an agency buyer.

PORTFOLI@ENTER |

TALK TO
U S/ 312/344-7280
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Ratio:
Faculty running -
out of space

Continued from Page

faculty. She said the college needs
to get serious about providing
more space and facilities for
adjunct faculty, so that they can be
better available on campus.

“That’s a continuing concern
that we have because space is a
premium at Columbia,” Pfeiffer
said. “There is. not adequate
office space for faculty at
Columbia.”

Berry said adjunct faculty need
to be treated the same as full-
time faculty because adjuncts are
doing most of the work and in
most cases under worse circum-
stances, iike not having offices,
less pay, no benefits and no sick
leave.

“There is a movement out
there struggling against these
conditions,” Berry said. “That’s
the direction that solutions are
going to come from.”

Larsen also said that sabbatical
replacements would help. Every

* six_years tenured faculty mem-

bers have the opportunity to take
a sabbatical, a year-long paid

leave to work on a project for
professional development. Next
year there are going to be three
full-time faculty members in the
AEMM Department out on sab-
batical, leaving a heavier work-
load for the other faculty mem-
bers, Larsen said.

Berry said since adjuncts don’t
have permanency of employment
it’s much harder for them to plan
and for students to knmow who
their teachers will be. He also
added that adjuncts are not in a
position to give advice, have
casual conversations get to know
students as they should.

Another concern of having a

1

STUDENTS TO FULL-TIME FACULTY RATIOS

SCHOOL OF FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS
SCHOOL OF-LEBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES

SCHOOL OF MEDIA ARTS

ALL COLLEGE TOTAL / AVERAGE

GRABUATE

SOURCE: COLUMBIA'S FALL 2005 FACT BOOK

39:1

5:1

24:1

35:1

Joshua Covarrublas/The Chronicle

majority of part-time professors,
Berry said, is that since they do
not have the same job security as
full-time, tenured faculty have

limited. academic freedom. He

nificantly help manage the work--
load for the current faculty. 4

Larsen said hiring more full- .
time. faculty is the most impor-
tant solution, which the college.

said  that is in the process of
adjuncts . doing. Even though the |
::lreJ not . We are makmg Heme AEMM Department has
going . to progress, no’ as fast as been hiring new full-
teach  their 1 wm{Id like, but we are time faculty, Larsen said-
classes, or makmg_so”_’e_pr‘;'gress it is not happening quick
speak the in maintaining and enough, which she
truth in the  improving studentto  attributes largely to
same  way, Saculty ratios.” budget’ issues. . The
since there department is currently
is a fear —Steven Kapelke, searching for two new =
that they provost and vice presi- full-ime faculty mem-
ould lose  dent of Student Affairs  bers, but Larsen said the
their jobs. problem is that it doesn’t

‘You can't separate student
academic freedom from faculty
academic freedom because it all
takes place in the same room,”

Berry said.
This fall the number of stu-
dents in the Marketing

Department increased 50 percent
more than expected, putting
extra strain on the faculty.
However, Sullivan said the
growth is positive.

“Our extraordinary growth is
testimony to the reputation of the
college in general, and of the
fields we teach, in particular,”
Sullivan said. “So I am proud
that our growth has spiked so
profoundly.”

Sullivan said Doreen Bartoni,
dean of the School of Media
Arts. is escalating searches for
new faculty, and granted the
Marketing Communication
Department a new full-time posi-
tion. Since the department only
has nine full-time faculty mem-
bers, Sullivan said this will sig-

happen overnight. The search for
new full-time faculty begins in
September and lasts for about six
months; those hired start the fol-

lowing fall semester.

“There are steps being taken,
but the bottom line is all about
the quality of the student experi-

ence,” Larsen said. “And any-

thing we can do to make that bet-

ter should be our driving goal,
budgetary and otherwise.” ;

Kapelke said the college has
been hiring full-time faculty at a
rate of 10 to 12 each year. At that
rate the number of full-time fac-
ulty increased at about 4 percent.
This year total enrollment rose 6
percent, and has risen about 4
percent total since 2000, accord-
ing to Columbia reports.

“We are - - making
progress, not as fast as 1 would
like, but we are making some
progress in - maintaining and
improving student to. faculty
ratios.” he said.

{

ERELATTENTION STUDENT

ARE YOU CURRENT ON YOUR STUDENT ACCGUNT BALANCE?

sy

If you're not, you will be restricted from registering. Student Financial Services placed REGISTRATION

HOLDS o

tudent accounts that are not current on their balance. Students

MyOASIS email accounts and called by the SFS Help Line.

In order to have your hold removed, your SFS account must be current!

Check your current balance or financial aid status by Jogging into OASIS.

otified through their

Payments can be made through CCCPay, in person at the Cashier Window at 600 S. Michigan 3rd floor,
or by mail to Student Financial Services’' contact information listed below.

If you have any additional questions or need to review your financing eptions, contact Student Financial
Services by dialing our toll free Help Line at 1.-866-705-0200 or visit our Customer Service Options Page

- Go to www.colum.edu

Student Financial Services
600 S. Michigan Room 303

Chicago, IL 60605

click on Current Students - Student Financial Services.

Columbia ¢

i COLLEGE CHICAGDO

some. °
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Mark Your Calendars: November 10th,

WORKING TOGETHER:

Kamoinge

PHOTOGRAPHERS AUCTION TO
ESTABLISH THE COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO
KAMOINGE-FERMAN SCHOLARSHIP

‘Friday, November 10
6:00 to 9:C0pm

TICKETS: $60 each, On sale Sept. 1.1
CONTACT: Ins Dawn Parker, 312.34.7297

Gallery Guichard

3521 South Martin Luther King Ir. Crive
Locatec in the heart of historic dronzeville

An exclusive evening recepticn end arc auction of historic and current works
from the Kamainge Photograohers Greup to endow the Kamoinge-Ferman
Scholarship at Colurabia College. The ovening includ2s a live and silent auction
of photographs bv such artisis as Arthory Berboza, Adger Cowans, Toni Parks,
and Ming Smith, conversations with th2 artists, and delicious refreshments
Special Guests: Anthony Barboza, Adger Cowaris, and Herb Robinson.

Columbia

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

s

i

Jamel Shetazz / 117 % 147 / CPant / Sop'isticated wat, 2004

Ka m O n ge [ a group of people acting together |
was formed in New York in 1963 to address the under-
representation of black photographers in the art world.

The group was founded by Louis Draper, Ray Francis, Herbert
Randell and Albert Fennar, with Roy DeCarava serving as
its first diréctor. Kamoinge's body of work spans the past
thirty years and includes numerous images of daily life in
black America during the last half of the twentieth century.
To preview works in the Working Together auction visit
www.colum.edu/kamoinge.

The Kamoinge—Ferman Scholarship
will provide ongoing scholarship funds for International
Educational Study. The Kamoinge-Ferman Scholarship is
provided through the Liberal Educational Department to
students who have excelled in African-American Studies and
or made contributions to the African-American Community.
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Council:
No standard use
of course fees

Continued from Front Page

[they] can be surprisingly willing
to pay if they know where the
money 1s going,” Matos said.
Currently, course fees are dis-
tributed into a pool of money in
each individual department's
overall budget, according to
Steve Kapelke, provost and vice
president of Acadennc Affairs.
While the tees are intended to
be used directly for the class
itself. there is no guarantee that
they will be
Department chairs are ultimate-
ly 1n control of the morey. and in
many situations. course fees are
used by the department for vanous
expenses, such as supplies
“It’s fungible,” said Bob Thall,
chair of the Photography
Department. “It’s in one big pot.”
Students, however, are left to
guess what the money 1s used for.
“Handouts?™ said Scott
Whipkey. a semior painting major.
“I would hope that 1t 1s used well
It’s all given 1n good rath.”
Kapelke said this problem has
come up berore. and vowed to
address the 1ssuc further over the |
next few months |
“It’'s something we're strug-
ghng with .. he sa:d. “It’s not |
being 1gnored. i'm a lide frus- |
trated with it as well. quite |
frankly.™ |

raworskia chromicleman com

| photographv

Exhibit:
Artists examine
society’s ‘throw-
away culture’
Continued from Page 3°

hoping people would check it
out,” Drendei said.

Fischer has been in Chicago
for about 15 years and is part of
the project space Mess Hall,
4932 N Glenwood Ave,, and the
art ensemble Temporary
Services. He said he enjoys
working - with  other  arnsts,
because 1t allows him to express
an :nterest of his that v not
sharcd with other peopie

I thirk wien two people
wora together 1t's much richer,”
rischer said. *[We] get the ben-
ents or sharing cach other’s
nterests.”

Miceli carries on the theme of
“Exalted Trash™ in his area of
the exhibit, mostly using fast
food packaging to show how
easily materials are made, used,
discarded and lost. He said the
trash is almost ltke snapshots of
our culture

“The stuff 1s pretty abundant,”
Miceh said. “There's an instant
context there when I start using
something of that nature.™

Drendel said the twe exhibits
are 1 periect match because both
show Amernica’s “throw-away
culture ™

Micel said he started out as a
“very mainstream’ arust inter-
esizd in paintings, drawings and
He cventually

began working with objects he
found.

“I have an eve out for stuff,”
Miceli said. “I would just look in
garbage cans just to see what’s in
there. It’s not unusual to find a
half-drawn drawing or a variety
of things. They become like
archaeological relics.”

In one installation, Miceli
used fast-food packaging to cre-

ate pieces resembling environ-
mental core samples, which are
samples pulled from the ground
to study what is being put into
the earth, Drendel said.

Miceli’s piece has the same
concept as the core samples but
shows how fast-food packaging
is easily disposed of and put
back into the earth where it
came from. )

“A millennium from now, this
is what will come up,” Drendel
said. ST

“Exalted Trash,” located on
the second floor of the 1104
Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.,
opened O¢t. 7 and runs through
Dec. 9 from 10 am. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.

chronicle@colum.edu

Ded and

loving it

Sophomore Yorvi Moreira has his face painted as a part of the Day of the Dead festivities at the Wabash
| Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave., on Nov. 1. The event was put together by the Latino Alliance and
lasted from ncon until 10 p.m. It started with a senes of altar processions that were held at every
Columbia building and culminated in a festival at the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.

Mauricio Rublo/The Chronicle
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The World's Largest.Discount Art Supplier
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CHICAGO STORE: 312-915-
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Tuition:
Columbia tuition
has doubled over
the last decade

Continued from Front Page

at Columbia currently make up
88 percent of its overall income,
rendering it unable to assist stu-
dents with their financial needs.

“It’s a very long-term kind of
process and people don’t neces-
sarily understand that,”
Leventhal said. “They say,
‘Well, why don’t we have this
money now?’ Well, because we
have not had it, and it takes a
long time of courting the kinds
of wealthy people who are going
to care about Columbia’s mis-
sion.”

In the meantime, Columbia’s
tuition and fees have more than
doubled in the last 10 years, from
$8,135 in 1996 to the current
$16,328, according to a report
done by the office of Research,
Evaluation and Planning.
Throughout this decade, the
national average tuition for four-
year private institutions has
increased 32 percent.

The rise of tuition and accessi-
bility to higher education for
lower-income students is becom-
ing a major concern across the
country.

In a study done by Noe! Levitz,
a higher education consulting
group that has worked with public
and private institutions for more
than 30 years, the 162 private col-
leges surveyed showed a trend in

tuition growth around 24 percent
in the last five years. Despite the

growth, aid hovered around 33 ©

percent. . The surveyed schools
included Pratt Institute, ‘an arts and
media college in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
North Park University in Chicago
and Augustara College in Rock
Island, Ill., among others.

James Mager, associate vice
president of Noel Levitz, said the
tension comes. from wanting to
ensure access to education and giv-
ing back to the community while
increasing the quality of school’s
higker education.. !

“In a time where the education
in other countries is taking off, the
United States doesn’t want to fall
behind on the quality of what
they're offering,” Mager said.
“When an institution is raising
their tuition in this time of infla-

tion, most of that money continues _

to go back to supporting the insti-
tutional priorities.” i

For years, Columbia has sought
to provide an education in arts and
media. “not one that starts deeply
in debt,” according to its website.
The site also calls Columbia the
“most affordable of private arts
and media colleges.”

Though lowest in sticker-
price tuition, Columbia has
ranked among the lowest in
financial assistance compared to
other arts and media schools
nationwide.

According to the most recent
data of from the National Center
for Education Statistics, in the
2004-2005 school year, about 9
peccent of Columbia students
received financial aid from the
schcol, not including loans,
state or federal grants. If the
money Columbia spent in finan-
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cial aid that year was distributed
evenly across the student body,
it would have totaled $350 per
student.

That same year, 80 percent of
all students received institution-
al aid at Savannah College of
Art and Design in Georgia, aver-
aging $3,660 given by the
school per student. Similarly, 61
percent of all students received
institutional aid at Pratt
Institute, averaging $6,045 per
student.

“We are presenting our best
price based on real costs,”
Leventhal said. “Other schools

bump up their sticker price,
knowing full well ... it doesn’t
really reflect their real cost.
They can afford to discount
[tuition] because their sticker
price is inflated.”

She said that merit- and need-
based  scholarships  have
increased proportionally to the
growth in tuition, but no data
were available at the time of
publication.

Spencer Sanz, a junior graph-
ic design major, has felt the
pressure of rising tuition.
Transfeiring from Northern
Illinois University this vear, he

Steve Yaccino/The Chronicle

works at Best Buy to pay for his
nearly doubled tuition. :

“I think it'd be smart to have
fixed tuition, so for four years
you pay what you did when you
started,” Sanz said.

He said he will count on
Columbia’s help for job.place-
ment, and is concerned about
graduating and immediately

starting to pay back his student

loans. TR T

“It’s.ridiculous,” he said. “It’s
like higher education is only for
the rich.” F.ife

syaccino@chroniclemail.com
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Roosevelt ‘adopts’ Little Village high school

By Steve Yaccino
Assistant Campus News Editor

Roosevelt University President
Charles Middleton stood before
the student body of Social Justice
High School, 3120 S. Kostner
Ave., last May. He spoke to stu-
dents about the importance of
keeping their eyes on academics
and pursuing higher education.
Then he promised all freshmen
and sophomore students full
scholarships if they graduate with
entry requirements for Roosevelt.

“It’s a privilege to be an educat-
ed citizen in a democratic society,”
Middleton said. “To whom much
is given, much is required in giv-
ing back to the community.”

The promise became official
last week when Middleton
announced the. adoption of
Social Justice, one of four Little
Village high schools, ensuring
financial support for all stu-
dents of the classes of 2009 and
2010 who graduate with at least
a 3.0 GPA and score a 20 on the
ACT.

“Faculty members were in
tears,” “said Katherine Hogan,
educational director at Social
Justice. “The idea of going to a
‘private institution like Roosevelt
University is really not some-
thing that students and their
families can imagine as a tangi-
ble objective, but when you
eliminate the money factor and
say ‘As long you really work
hard in your classes we will
make sure that you have a col-
lege education,’ that’s huge.”

About 200 students attend
Social Justice, which opened two
years ago. The vision of the
school started in 2001 when
mothers and grandmothers of the
community were tired of the city
promising them a school and not
having one delivered.

They did an 18-day hunger
strike and two years of commu-
nity dedication and petitioning
for a schiool. Its name is its mis-
sion, providing education in an
poverty-stricken area, Hogan
said. Out of the 70 percent of
Latino students at Social Justice,
about a third are undocumented,
making it impossible for those
students to receive any state or
federa! aid.

Rocseveit  will raise the
money needed for the scholar-,
ships through individual and
corporate donors willing to be a
part of the adoption program,
Middleton said.

Roosevelt’s current tuition is
$10,796, iess than half the
nationai average of $22,218.

But Middleton said the prob-
lem higher education is more
complicated than just lowering
tuition.

“I think that the bigger issue
here is not so much financial,”
Middleton said. “The bigger
issue here 1s that most of these
students do not come from fam-
ilies “where college has ever
been an opportunity taken, and
if you don’t know in your fami-
ly how to-go to college, you
don’t know what’s available to
you.”

Mauricio Rublo/The Chronicle

Dr. Charles Middleton has been president of Roosevelt University since he came from the University of
Maryland five years ago. Middleton put a plan in place with Little Village's Social Justice High School to give
students the opportunity to earn a free ride &t Roosevelt.

As part of Roosevelt’s adop-
tion program, the college will
send personnel to meet with stu-
dents in their junior year and
families to assist them in their
preparation for college.

“The program has to include
more than just ‘Here’s some

meney—if you can make it over.

here you'll be taken care of,””
Middleton said. “It’s got to be ‘We
want yoil 1o come here, so let’s
make sure you make it over here.””

Hegan said the scholarship
will be an incredible incentive
for students to do weli in their
classes, and urged othei univer-
sities to use their resources to

assist low-income students.

“It’s all a big experiment,” she
said. “I really think the biggest
obstacle has been taken away
from us and we can concentrate
on purely the academics.”

syaccinoi@chroniclemail.com

Tired
of getting
dirty fingers?
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I stood in a 7-Eleven
buying a celebratory
Chicago Bulls victory
4 six-pack, contemplat-
- ing pointing at the fer-
| bidden rack of smut
and telling the clerk,
“Let me get this
month’s Hustler.”” Not
out of any imminent
need, but out of spite
to what | lay witness to the day before.

| attended *Pormn Nation: Naked Truth,”
last week at Columbia’s Film Row Cinema.
I went because | expected poie dancers, 70s
porn music, and tits. | was expecting it to be
unicensored, controversial and above all, a
provocative venture through the world that
is pornography and its effects on American
culture—both positive and negative

I wasn't alone. The theater was packed.
But when a man walked on stage, | felt a
brief chill. Something was telling me this
wouldn’t fulfill my expectations, either.

“Porn Nation: Naked Truth” was a pres-
entation by former sex-addict Michael
Leahy, who, with the help of video seg-
ments, talked about porn and its effects.
Leahy lectures college sfudents around the
nation's campuses about the dangers of
“sex syndrome,” a term he coined when
talking about the idea of porn desensitizing
the American culture. Leahy said that pro-
longed exposure to pom causes a lack of
ability to experience intimacy. In his exam-
ple. his wife wasn’t fulfilling his needs
apparently.

Pornography is a $57 billion industry
worldwide, and the U.S. makes a $12 bil-
lion profit. Leahy said the industry makes
more money than all professional football,
baseball and basketball franchises com-
bined. He also said that there is more aduit
bookstores than McDonald’s franchises.
Thank God-—one of these days there should
be a drive-through option when it comes to
adult bookstores. I'd cali it a snatch and
run.

Leahy said that with “sex syndromne,”
watching porn yields to building up toler-

50

By Cyry!l Jakubowski
Commentary Editor

Roamin’
Numerals

The acuity of promiscuity

The saying “mo’
money, mo’ problems”
has received a new
meaning thanks to a
recently published
study in the U.K. med-
ical journal Lancei
The study, conducted
by the London Schoo!
of  Hygiene and
Tropical  Medicine,
compiled data from 59 countries and con-
cluded that while monogamy is on the up
and up around the world, promiscuity was
rampant in Western countries.

But is this necessarily surprising? In a
nation governed by politicians who can’t
even commit to a resolution in Iraq, why
should we westerners commit ourselves to 2
relationship?

Even Iraq seems like a ene night stand, but

By Hunter Clauss
Editor-In-Chief

The number of years that Bob °
Barker has worked in the televi-

sion industry. Barker, host of
“The Price is Right”
years, is mtmng in June accord-
ing to The Associated Press. “I'm just reach-
ing the age where the constant effort to be
there and do the show physically is a lot for
me,” Barker said.

Bongiorno for Christian pornb"

ance to dopamine, which is a chemical in
the brain that controls pleasure centers. He
said that the user of the “material” must
find more arousing images to get the same
rush, a “high,™ if you will

While Leahy’s message is a cautionary
tale, he was preaching to the wrong choir.
College students generally like porn and
while Leahy's message was that future
meaningful relationships are affected by
pornography, he was still referring to his
marriage. The longer [ sat in this darkened
theater and listened to Leahy’s story about
how he lost his 13-year marriage, I couldn’t
help thinking about the word *‘pontificate.”
Mid-lecture, many students sitting in the
middle section got up and left. Then I dis-
covered that this presentation was spon-
sored by Campus Crusade for Christ and
there was an agenda for all of it

Leahy pausad the lecture for four minutes
at the end to let people know there would be
a discussion on spirituality and they were
welcome to leave if they didn’t like to hear
that. Many left. | stayed. | had to cover this
righteously.
. The sermon began, but I had a hard time
identifying with what Leahy was saying,
partly because guilt is not my problem

62

for 35

she’s not the attractive woman we met at a
bar, shared a few drinks with, took home and
*“found the night” with only to suddenly dis-
cover ‘she’s a psychopath—calling at all
hours of the night, wondering where we are
as she sits by the phone with mascara stained
tears running down her cheeks.

This picture may be a more accurate por-
trayal of the Republican party’s pollsters at
the moment, trying feverously to calculate
the possible damage Tuesday’s election may
bring to the party’s firm grasp of Congress.
They, too, are quickly realizing that some
crucial voters aren’t as commirted to party
lines as previously believed.

But is the issue of promiscuity totally
reflective of America’s fickleness toward
relationships? After all, America is com-
pletely schizophrenic when it comes to sex.
Television 'shows like ““Desperate
Hotisewives,” “CSI" and “Grey’s Anatomy”

were put on, the reservoir tips were stacking up
and giving the dildo a missile-like shape. The 1 Ib.
dildo weighed 3 lbs at the end of the experiment. |
The researchers concluded that this would result in |
severe penile injury. on a real penis.

Joshua Covarrubias/The Chronicle

when it comes to porno. Jesus takes a lunch
break when I watch porn. And even in
Leahy’s case, he said there were other
choices that led to the collapse of his mar-
riage, partly him cheating.

Addiction to porn and the issue of per-
sonal accountability are two different
things. Porn use should be in moderation.

I asked Leahy during a Q&A at the end if
alcohol abuse had any part in his dealings
with “sex syndrome.” He said, no, but he
did “drink in college.” So is that a yes?

But what struck me was that Leahy pref-
aced the entire lecture with a definition of
pormography, which according to WordNet,
a Princeton database for the English lan-
guage, Is “creative act:vity {writing or pic-
tures or films etc.) of no literary or artistic
value other than to stimulate sexual desire.”

Late comedian Bill Hicks often talked
about pornography. He came up with the
answer for what causes sexual thought—
“It’s having a dick.” While he was obvious-
ly speaking to the males in the audience, I'd
have to agree with him. We spend too much
time defining what pornography is instead
of realizing that putting a label on some-
thing that is changing is useless. The defini-
tion of pornography is too broad in the first

Number of condoms that can be put
on a dildo, according to a study
done by researchers from myscien-
ceproject.org. Aiter 200 condoms

o

depict the sexually frustrated wkile reality-
based dating shows like “Flavor of Love”
capture the desperate competing for some
glimmer of affection.

It has gotten to the point where a celebri-
ty’s love life overshadows what she/he wears
to the Oscars. We have become so obsessed
with the sexual escapades of the rich anc
famous that we’'ve gone as far as guessing
the sexual orientation of fictional characters
like SpongeBob SquarePants and Superman

But American politicians, on the other
hand, face the firing squad when their own
lipstick-stained collars are exposed. Former
U1.S. congressman Mark Foley resigned after
sending one too many ‘suggestive e-mails to
young pages, and former Président Bill
Clinton’s second term_ in  office became
stained when the world discovered a few
stains he made on a dress belonging to an
intern.

phneMde'hnymm"
days and some of it is not even

n't em.put the clothes on rinse -
cases. Playboys from the '50s and '
considered tame by today’s stan

sure to porn leads to deviation,
have to agree to (ﬁm y T

The porn mdluttycanb&viwd thro
a different prism. Porn itself is an
I've got Hustlers from the '80s, and s
what you want about Larry Flynt, but th
shit was art. The publication, when
as a whole, was a cultural document
menting on sex, politics and the
Amendment. While Leahy did say that
presentation wasn’t' concerned with free
speech, I thought he was using his right of
free speech to pound home his messagﬂrq!
porn has dire consequences.

Ask a soldier in Iraq if porn is bad. Ask
Jenna Jameson, who is makes a decent liv-
ing acting in adult entertainment, if it is bad.
that porno is available, affordable and
anonymous. However, if your computer has
a tera-gig of porn, 1'd think about limiting
stroking your Wookie to, say, once every
couple of hours. Seriously, maybe it can be
hard to overcome, but give me a break,
That's not a question of pornography beging
the culprit, but rather an element of person-
al responsibility. Most relationships and
marriages fail not because of porn, but
because of a lack of communication.

Porn is obviously in demand and here to
stay. If there is anything that can be
improved with porn, it is to bring it back to
the old days, circa '70s 6r "80s, and make it
less graphic, and more suggestive. It seems
that porn had more respect for women than
it does now. Remember, when Playboy first
came out, Hugh Hefner was considered a
firm believer in women's rsghts It Was
about the beauty of women and not about,
you know, just showing tits.

So I didn’t buy the new Hustler. I've got
better ones at home.

qakubowfk:fn}chmmciemml com

Promiscuity is the cat’s meow for the
industrial Hollywood complex and the deat
rattle in American politics And that’s how it
should be. If things were different, the mere
thought of Oscar.night being switched with
the State of the Union is just creepy. The
image of that beef jerky corpse known as
Joan Rivers pulling aside Dick Cheney ask=
ing him what he’s wearing can make anyone
cringe.

But the idea that a nation primarily fom&r
ed by Puritans sleeping arouid brings i
smile to anyone fed up with the prudish se #f
sibility of the status quo. Does this mean tha

we’re embarking on a new age of se

selves, not having to muster up the
to say simple words like “rim Job?™.
once we finish what we started in Irag (
we can figure lt all out.
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Editorial_s

A viable alternative

Andrew Nelles/The Chronicle

t is time to vote. Expect
Ithe escalating téte-a-téte

between Illinois guberna-
torial candidates, Democratic
incumbent Rod Blagojevich
and his Republican chal-
lenger, Judy Baar Topinka, to
get nastier and seedier. Truly,
kindergarten kids behave bet-
ter when they are finger-paint-
ing. As the candidates skew-
ered each other on accusations
of “pay-to-play” politics in
Springfield and acquaintances
turned felons, the people of
[llinois tire of the finger point-
ing.

However, this gubernatori-
al election has a viable alter-
native: Green Party candi-
date Rich Whitney. And The
Chronicle endorses Whitney
for governor.

Whitney’s universal health-
care reform plans go with
what we envision as the right
step regarding healthcare.
Healthcare funding is a prob-
lem, and not just for busi-
nesses but also for students,
who sometimes don’t have
insurance. Whitney supports
single-payer healthcare and
not insurance  reforms.

Although this involves pay-
roll tax, businesses would
save hundreds of millions of
dollars if the tax money went
to single payer insurance:

Current  healthcare  is
ridiculous, with people pay-
ing sometimes .more than
$100 a month. Taking out
close to 3 percent from pay-
roll and using that money to
have universal insurance
could:save money and pro-
vide more. options to people,
such as being able to go to
any doctor.

He believes that govern-
ment-funded healthcare can
concentrate on better quality
care at a fraction of the cost
that consumers and busi-
nesses are spending on
mediocre care.

There is a caveat before
pulling the proverbial voting
handle for Whitney. He is a
strong- proponent ‘of gun

‘rights and even promcted the

idea that 'a citizen “with
appropriate objective train-
ing, licensing and back-
ground check requirements”
should be allowed to openiy
carry a weapon, according to
his website.

While The Chronicle does
not necessarily agree with
his views on gun control, his
views on universal health-
care, public transportation
and education reform will
pull the governor’s office
out of a systematic pay-to-
play and the “business as
usual” mentality.

Whitney aiso favors a shift
from highway construction
to high-speed rail and public

transit. One always hears
this in Illinois: “Why aren’t
the roads being fixed?” And
when they are; complaints
surface about why it’s taking
so long. We don’t need more
roads. Gas prices fluctuate
constantly, - and building
more highways or widening
roads is not sustainable in
the future.

Whitney wants to consider
energy efficient, environ-
mentally friendly ways of
transit in the Chicago area.
Smart urban planning and
emphiasis on public transit
would greatly improve the
state of Illinois.

When people see a Green
Party candidate, they aute-
matically think environment,
but what strikes us is that
Whiney generally wants to
do more for this state than
Jjust save the trees.

Concentrating on trans-
portation and healthcare are
some of his platforms, but
the man has something else
going for him—he’s new to
politics. Some argue that
Whitney has no experience
with government, but his
position as an attorney at a
law firm could provide a
fresher  perspective  to
Illinois government.

While  Topinka  and
Blagojevich keep reaching
new lows in name calling,
Whitney seems to concen-
trate on actually debating the
issues and implementing
new ideas, instead of on
trash talking. stepping on
bodies and winning at all
cost.

Back from t{ie Drawing Boards

METICULOUS RES

COMPOSIT
AMERICAM VOTER.

EARCH, INCLUDING
EXTENSIVE 1LING, GIVES THEM A
E TYPE OF THE AVERAGE

THIS IS HOW THEY VIEW YOU.

REMEMBER, GENIUSES LIKE §
nREMEMBER, GENIUSES LIKE KA.
WHODO CAMPAIGN 0= AD

l%rl‘zuli&m

Dan Wright/MCT

Cook County needs a change

e endorse Tony
‘ N / Peraica, Republican
candidate for Cook

County PBRoard President.
Though we do understand that
seeing the word “Repubiican,”
especially in Illinois, is
grounds for pulling the handle
for a Democrat based on tradi-
tion, we think he is the more
qualified person for the job.
The situation leading up to
putting Todd Stroger on the
ballot just screams disorgani-
zation. Who is Todd Stroger,
except an heir to the throne?
Does the man speak out on

" issues at all? Besides a family

name, will his election be just
putting another cog into the
machine . know as Cook
County government?

When former president
John Stroger became ill this
March, news of his medical
condition, as well as who
would be his replacement,
were addressed with much
delay.

On the local level, having
someone like Peraica to dis-
mantle corrupt city politics
could change the nepotism

driven nature of this city.
There hasn’'t been a
Republican Cook County
Board president for almost
four decades, and if there is
anything to be said about an
old system it is this: Giving
Peraica a chance could actu-
ally do more good than
harm.

The Chroenicle suspects,
however, that in the general
state of voting in this coun-
try, with negative smear
campaigns filling valuable
time slots on television on a
regular basis, voter turnout
will most likely be low. But
in a highly energized politi-
cal environment like Cook
County, the name Stroger
shouldn’t ‘ring .a bell, but
instead sound a giant radical
blow horp about the need to
change things. :

If voters don’t show up to
vote, Siroger, despite what
various polls suggest, will
win the position. We would
hate to see votes being wast-
ed on a candidate who acts
like a puppet. There is no
guarantee that cronyism and

Eric Kohn/Urguhart Media, LLC

nepotism will be eliminated
in Cook County. But from
what we have seen so far
about Todd Stroger, Cook
County wouldn’t bode well
with him in charge. From the
way he was chosen as a can-
didate, he is not ready for the
position, He isn’t even qual-
ified for the job. His career
so far has been lackluster,
and it seems the man has
nothing original to say.

Therefore, The Chronicle
proudly endorses Tony
Peraica for Cook County
Board Presjdent.

I APOLOGIZE FOR
SAYING PRESIDENT BUSH'S
NON-EDUCATION GOT HIM
STUCK IN IRAa,

HIS NON-EDUCATION
MAKES HIM “STAY THE
CORSE" IN TRha,

Louis Coppola/MCf

Have an opinion about something you read on these pages? Did you
catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or believe strongly
about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?

Why not write a Letter to the Editor? At the bottom «f Page 15 you'll find a
set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear from you.

—The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board

The Columbia Chronicle is a student-produced pub-
lication of Columbia College Chicago and does not
necessariy represent, in whole or in part, the views

of college administrators,
faculty or students.

All text, photos and graphics are the
property of The Columbia Chronicle and may not
be reproduced or published without

written permissicn.

' Editoriais are the opinions of the Editorial |

Baard of The Columbia Chronicle. |

Columns are the opinions of the author(s). ‘

| |
|

Views expressed in this publication are those of
the writer and are not the opinions of The Columbia
Chronicle, Columbia’s Journalism Department or
Columbia College Chicago.

Letters to the editor must include full name, year, major |

and phone number. All letters are edited for grammar
and may be cut due to a imited space

Letters can be faxed to (312) 344-8430,

The Columbia Chrcnicle, 33 E. Congress Parkway

e-mailed to Chronicle@colum.edu or mailed to i
|
|

Suite 224, Chicago, IL. 60605-1996.
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The majority of college students have already received all or most of the required
immunizatioris. lllinois Public Act 85-1315 requires all students enrolled for six credit hours or
more to provide the college with proof of immunity against tetanus-diphtheria, measles,
mumps, and rubella. ‘

To have your registration hold removed, all you have to do is submit proof of your required
immunizations! ‘

To view a record of which specific immunizations you may be missing:
« Sign on to Oasis

+ Click the Student tab

+ Click on the Immunization link in the student profile portlet

To obtain a record of immunization
- Contact your parents or your doctor to request that they fax proof of immunization to
312.344.8073 or 312.344.8091. Please be sure fax includes your full name and Oasis 1D,

« You can receive up-to-date immunizations on campus prior to the beginning of registration
at Columbia Immunization Days.

Columbia Immunization Days
Time: 10a.m.- 6 p.m.

Dates: November 1-2 &6 -7, 2006
Location: 33 East Congress, 6th floor

Cost per vaccination*®
« Tetanus $45
«  MMR (Measles, Mumps. and Rubella) $95 each (2 measles vaccines are required within your
lifetime. If you need both, you must wait 28 days between the first and second shot)
* Payment is not required at the time of vaccination. The charge/s will be applied to your
Student Financial Services account.

For questions about immunization requirements, or for doctor referrals please contact the
Columbia Student Health Center.

Hours: 12-5 p.m., Monday-Friday

Location: 731 South Plymouth Court, first floor

Phone: 312.344.6830

If you have any additional questions, call the Columbia Student Immunization Hotline at
312.344.7390 or visit http://www.colum.edu/go/immunization/

Columbia ¢
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. from Imcmg&oyne i

Dear obnoxious moviegoers,

I'd like to know what small fraction
of your brain you two were using when
you decided it was a good idea to bring
a sack dinner into the theaier. Was it
that monetary voice in your head that
was shouting, “Save money, bring that
soda can™? Or maybe it was your taste
buds telling you that a meaty sandwich

would be more filling than a box of

Milk Duds. Either way, you disgust
me.

To jog your memory, I'm going to
do a run-through of that night.. My
roommate and | were sitting in the
awesome reclining seats at the
Kerasotes Webster Theater, waiting for
Marie Antoinette to begin and making
fun of everyone around us, because
that’s what we do to for entertainment.
As the lights dimmed down, we shut
up and stared patiently at the screen.
Excitement pumped through our veins
and our happy eyes sparkled as the
movie started—-and then you guys, the
happily trashy married couple, showed

up, asking us to scoot
over a seat because you
were too lazy to walk
further down the aisle
and find another place to
sit.

Already, you annoyed
the crap out of me, but |
passive-aggressively did
it. it is impolite and
dumo to show up to a
movie latz and then ask
people who have been
there for quifc some time
to move for your lazy
asses. As | scooted out of my warm
and comfv seat to the cold, vacant one
rext to me, the words of “Full
House™s Stephanie Tanner rang
through my head, “How rude™

But, I decided to forgive and forget;
maybe you missed your train or bus,
which ¢an happen to anyone. What
happened a few minutes later, though,
is unforgivable. As ! watched cute wit-
tle Kirsten Dunst bounce around the
screen in her fancy French dresses, |
caught a whiff of something, a pungent
ocdor that | recognized but couldn’t
quite name. One more inhale later, |
realized what it was: mashed potatoes
with sour cream and chives. As a self-
proclaimed mashed potato fanatic, the
scent usually results in feelings of
hunger and joy. This time, though, I
was confused.

Why was | being graced with this
delicious aroma of down-home
zookin'? I look to my right; nothing. |
look ahead and sce the back of some

couple necking and cringe. Then I look
to my left and I see the two of vou, sit-
ting there with a fork in one hand and
a Tupperware container full of sour
cream and chives mashed potarces ir:
the othei.

I wanted to scream. | wantxd to
reach over and grab a handful of
mashed potatoes and smear them: al
over your faces. Well, maybte rot—i
wouldn’t want to actually touch vou. !
was so confused and pissed off at the
fact that two people found it socially
acceptable to bring soda cans and
Tupperware containers full of ccoked
food to a movie. | understand the need
to save money; ['ve been known to
bring. my own box of delicious Sno
Caps nto a theater as a slap in the face
to “the Man’s” crappy and expensive
treats.

But I was too much of a wimp to say
anything to you guys as | progressive-
ly got more and more nauseated and
angered at your inconsiderate behav-
ior. Now | wish I would have, because
I’m still full of rage. I know that some-
day you'll get your comeuppance,
though. Whether it be choking cn a
chicken wing during the new
Tenacious D movie or being publiclv
humiliated in front of a whole theater
of people, you will pay for ruining my
movie experience.

And thanks to you jerks, the sweet
smell of mashed potatoes now carries
with it a bitter memory of idiocy and
anger.

threyne@chroniclemail.com

Sobenng reahzahons

Last weekend, I was ih2 soberest
person at a party, This was by no means
my fault—in fact, ! walked around
with a bottle of Makers Mark, taking
swigs throughout the night, and I killed

three-quarters cf the thing by the time | _

made it home. But still, there | was, rel-
atively sober, surrounded by drunken
college kids at a party in drunken ol’
Lincoln Park.

This was new to me. Usually at par-
ties, I'm “that guy.” You kncw, the guy
who whips his shirt off and wraps it
around his head like a turban. But at
this party, | was sober enough to step
back and come to z realization: Too
much alcohol turns girls into whores.

As a point of contrast, too much
alcohol turns me into a blackout slob.
But women appear to have a far differ-
ent reaction. They sezem to abandon
common sense, set their sights on gei-
ting ass—and then proceed to make
asses of themselves.

The first hint came early in the night.
[ had been talking to a friend-of-a-
friend, and noted that she was extra
touchy throughout the conversation.

Then, when 1 told her |
was leaving to head to
another  party, she
closed her eyes and
made a kissy face at me.

Really? Is this where
we make out? [ was sur-
priscd. Tihere had been
ne  flirting, at least on
my.end, to sugges! that
sort of sexual progres-
sion. And yet, because
cf a few drinks, she
skipped all the neces-
san buiid up and put us
at make-out level. It was
as it we were playing a
weard game and she landed on one of
inose squares tha! throws the piece way
ahead. Like in Candylard, except more
aicchol-based and sexual.

“T'm not going to kiss you,” I said,
and then left .

At the next party, where | ended up
shirtless [ started picking up on similar
trends. Ore girl in particular would not
back off, and I attribute the persistence
to, the jungle juice in the kitchen,
because | make it pretty clear when I'm
not interested.

She came up to me and first com-
mented on my Volvo tattoo. She liked
it, or something. | said thank you and
then tumed around. It wasn’t that I did-
n’t think she was cute; it was just such
a boring pick up line.

“I like your taftoo.”
Obviously, I do, too.

About 20 minutes later, she came
¢round again. This time she compli-
mented me on the whisky bottle I was
sipping on. | hadn't put the thing down
all night, so obviously she saw it the
fizst time we interacted. Yet 20 minutes
later, she felt it appropriate to mention

Thanks.

how awesome it was that | was drink-
ing Makers Mark. As if were respon-
sible for something more than just i buy-
ing the whisky. Like [ had a hand in Jw
process of making that batck:, liks I’ d
been in Kentucky to help distill it and 1
hand picked that specific bottle after an
extensive tasting session. Wha comph—
ments someone on a bottle of, hnove'? i
boughit it at CVS. It was $19.90. To
whom, exactly, is that impressive
Horny drunk girls, that’s whom.

It didn't stop there though. Agam
she came up to me even later in the
night, presumably after mors jungle
juice, and paid another awkward com-
pliment. This time it was about my
Vonnegut tattoo. At this poirr, she
threw a conclusion on the series of
shameless fliris; she said, ~“Wow,
everything about you is awesome.”” At
that point, I ripped my pants off and
threw her against a wall in a fir »: lust,
because [ was just so blown aay. Just
kidding.

This kind of trend is hard to pick up
on when you, the male, are also drunk.
We just take it for granted. “I'm drunk;
she’s drunk—great! We're going to
have some hot, awkward sex later]”
But when [ looked at it through-clear,
sober eyes, | was able to note the con-
trast. Men turn into clumsy assholes,
and women turn into clumsy floozies.

1 know that it isn’t the case with ali
girls, but on that particular night, it
seemed like not a single girl was on her
game. Perhaps, when I too am drunk, it
is easy to disregard. But as | stood
there, regrettably sober, I thought,
“Wow, this is pathetic.” So I drank the
rest of the whisky, and everything was
all right again.

mbyrne@chroniclemail.com

Kevin Federline is possnbly the most oblivious
human being on earth. A single rap song was
leaked off of his debut album—now in stores,

beware!—and was shredded to pieces by every-

one who heard it, yet he continues to exude total
confidence in his musical abilities. He is also
referred to as Mr. Britney Spears, because at least
her name carries some substance, albeit trash-

talking -gossip substance. Does he caré? Nope,' 7 °

not so much. As long as he can land that sweet
record deal and make money off being the P-1-M-
P that he is, Federline doesn’t care about much.

But The Chronicle can’t hate on him too much.
His obliviousness keeps us entertained and gives
People magazine something, to write about each
week. [n fact, his latést interview with the maga-
zine was plenty entertaining: The man wants to
travel to Africa because he likes watching the
Discovary Channel and is “into the safari animals
and ali that stuff.” How cute. Bul it doesn’t stop
there. He also wants to write a book anout his life
before Britney. For some reason he thinks people
care and want to undersiand him beiiér. Oh, you
grew up break dancing? Sweet. You smoke a lot
and have four kids with two different women?
Awesome. We want to hear all about it.

Unfortunately, Federline wants to have a ghost-
writer kelping him out. We don’t think he needs
one at all because he really has talent. To prove
our point of his amazing wiiting skills, here'’s a
samphing of lyrics from his most pepular song,
“Popozao”:

“I want to see your kitty and a little bit of titty
/ Want to know where I go when I'm in your
city?™ :

We ‘rest our case. We can’t wait nll this jack- :

ass’s book comes out.
. —T. Breyne

Brent White

Love us or hate us...

We'd love to hear from you. How to contact the A&E Desk:

Mark Byrne - mbyrne@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8969
Mary Kroeck - mkroeck@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8971
Michael Claire - mclaire@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8982
- bwhite@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8970

Ratings Guide
So, Is that movie
worth watching?
That CD worth
buying? Count
the hearts i .
each review and
use this handy
chart to find out.
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Florida: It is easy to forget that this Subway musicians: Aren’t they great? Bar banshees: Usually a dumpy female u
haven of sunshine and retirees is a part . Most of them are talented musicians, but administrative assistant who uses her °
of the Deep South. When I visited last the most talented dude I've seen since Pomeranian and a jar of peanut butter to
weekend it became overtly obvious moving here was playing at the Jackson ~ make up for lackluster Friday nights. =
again; nowhere else can one see pickup  Street Blue line stop the other day. A vio- . <
trucks full of empty beer cans. linist, the guy was playing Rachmaninoff ~ Pimples: Although these mounds of
and Mozart pieces with absolute proces- puss naturally seem gross, they can n
Warm weather: While [ was in sion. actually be quite fun. Nourish some of
Florida, 1 was able to forget—for about the bigger ones until they’re ripe and z
three days—that Chicago is donning its-  Online poker: I've been good with man- pulsating, then stand in front of the mirs u
scarf, hat and parka in preparation for *  aging my finances lately. As arewardto  ror for some bubble wrap-type fun. I
winter. I, meanwhile, was at the beach.  myself, I decided to deposit a little on Save the juice that you get on the mir-
3 FullTiltPcker.com and play some tourna- ~ or as your own personal trophies. <
Winter biking: Oh, shut up. It’s really ~ ments. So far, I've-done poorly. I haven’t o
not that bad. Just because it’s a little played seriously since last summer and Da Bears: I haven’t felt this good about
cold out doesn’t mean you can’t ride; that’s why I suck now. my favorite sports team since the Curtis
you just have to know how to dress for Conway and Eric Kramer era. The
it. Much like skiing. The United States’ position on online Bears are finally redeeming themselves
gambiing: Congress recehtly passed the for Rick Mirer, Stgve Stenstrom, Moses
Late night Craigslist purchases: Unlawful Internet Gambling . Moreno, Shane Matthews, Cade
While I ride this winter on my old “Enforcement Act, and the poker world McNown, Chris Chandler, Henry
Schwinn, I'm slowly gathering parts for  reacted with hysteria. Many online poker Burris, Brian Cox, Rashaan Salaam,
a sexy new Motobecane that I'l] break sites, including PartyPorker.com, now Marc Colombu, Todd Sauerbrun, Curtis
out this spring. By gathering parts, | refuse to deal with U.S. customers, fear- ~ Enis, David Terrell, Alonzo *Zo™
mean that I’ll be up late and something  ing that their companies will crumble, Spellman ...
will catch my eye on Craigslist or eBay ~ But this bill doesn’t change the legalities
and then I'll buy it without a second surrounding online gambling. Rather, it Portnoy’s Complaint: 1 pass wind as |
thought. puts pressure on pre-existing online gam- sit in the bath. She bends over to kiss
bling laws. But the U.S. needs to take a the bubbles.” God, I love this filthy lit-
Not thinking: See Florida. If [ didn’t different approach to this matter by regu-  tle slut, er, book.
go there over the weekend to visit my lating orline gambling.
grandparents and clear my mind, [ Chicago Comics: This shop, at 3244 N.
might have gone into a stress-induced Cannibal Holoceust: The uncut version  Clark St., is one of my favorite places
coma. The other day, I sent a text mes-  of this movie is the most disturbing, dis-  to pick up really hot chicks. Where else
sage to a friend. It said, “It’s going to tasteful and gruesome film I’ve ever can | waste money on male nurse action
be another epic night with my seen. Some of the footage looks more figures?
wr_nciiskey.“ It was Wednesday. Enough real than segments of Faces of Death.
said.

Chicago’s recycling program: Mayor
Daley finally puiled his head out of his
ass, announcing plans to do away with
the blue bag system and expand curbside
recycling.
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It is amazing what can be left behind and forgatten in the everchanging urban environment of Chicago. Buildings that once
were essential mechanisms in the city’s massive urban composition are now are left vacant and ignored, slowly returning to
nature by natural means or with the assistance of vandals. With this process of decay comes a certain beauty in watching
a massive man-mace structure slowly being deteriorated by the elements, gradually returning to the location's natural form.
The address of this location is being kept confidential due to recent damage by vandals and scrap collectors.
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Goodbye ambition, ‘Bonjour Laziness’

French author criticizes corporations, argues for idleness at the workplace

A French book recently translat-
ed into English denounces big
business corporations, asserting
that they take advantage of their
employees and advocates that
these employees become “actively
disengaged™ at their workpiace.

Bonjour Laziness, published in
France in 2004 and 1n the United
States this past September, is writ-
ten by Corinne Maier, part-time
economist for EDF—France’s
main distrnibutor of electricity—
and practicing psychoanalyst.

Maier argues in Bonjour
Lacziness that big business corpora-
tions in both France and the U.S.
exploit their employees, and
through fear manipulate them into
overworking, often for meager
pay. She notes the recent surge of
financial scandals in both coun-
tries as proof that big businesses
fail to function effectively and
benefit those involved.

Maier encourages workers to
tumn the tables and take advantage
of their companies by doing “as
Iittle as possibie at their jobs.” She
cites that work in consultancy,
appraisal, research and study allow
a person to keep out of sight at
their jobs

She also argues thar people who
work 1n these jobs “are of nc con-
sequence whatsoever v corporate
pressure.”

Sabine Eckle. assistan: publicist
for Vintage & Anchor Books,
which publishea Bemjour

By Brent Steven White/Assistant A&E Editor

Laziness, said that despite its sub-
ject matier, the publishing compa-
ny didn’t have any reservations
about releasing the book in
English. Eckle alsc said she
believes the book wasn’t written
“to be taken literally.”

“1t’s kind of a joke book, really,”
Eckle said. T think it's written
very tongue-in-cheek. How could
you possibly take something like
that seniously””"

Muaier admits in the introduction
that the book is “intentionally cyn-
ical,”” but Bonjour Laziness does
address important questions about
the model of big business, disen-
chantment at the workplace and
why pecple feel the need to work
lots of hours.

John D. Moore, cert:fied addic-
tion counselor and chief counselor
ofticer at Second Story Counseling
in Chicago, 4003 North Broadway,
said he believes that people in
today's business world often have
probiems halancing work with
personal relationships.

“It's hard to detach oursclves
from work because we.live in
such a digital age.” Mogre said.
1 tel! my clients to-shut §ff their
cell phores and commmg_'{s“ul 7
or S o’clock ™ =

Moore also noted that Maier
addresses vital questuons about
the way big businesses treat
their employees

"I would say [people should
use] caution [at work ), and follow

the author’s advice,” Moore said.
“In our culture today, there is no
loyalty from companies to their
employees, and people do need to
realize that.”

Maier got the idea for Bonjour
Laziness after becoming “disen-
chanted” with working in big busi-
ness, she writes in the book.

In addition to arguing that indi-
viduals should take advantage of
their companies by actively disen-
gaging from work, Maier contends
that people in the business world
wrongly look for “self-fulfillment”
at their jobs.

Moore said he believes working
hard is embedded in American cul-
ture, and anyone who uses work as
their sole social outlet is setting
themselves up for problems.

“We already know that
Americans tend to work longer
hours and take less vacation than
our European counterparts,”
Moore said. *I don’t think work
should be the place for self-fulfill-
ment. | think it should be part of
i.”

Columbia  professor  Joe
Roberts, who teaches Managenial
Economics, said that the idea of
finding self-fulfillment at the

_workplace “is subjective, noting

that some people define the con-
cept- by either making a lot of
money+or using their skills to the
best of their ability.

“Companies hire individuals
hoping that they already have a

French author Corinne Maier is the authcr of ‘Bonjour Laziness."

The book. Maier’s ninth, is critical of big corporations.

pre-defined sense of accomplish-
ment, rather than expecting that
people will find it in their work,”
Roberts said.

At the end of her book, Maier
declares that the typical wage-
earner 15 a “modem-day slaye,”
and that the corporate world *‘does
not make us dream,” despite being
the primary area where people
energetically accomplish things

Moore acknowledged  that
sometimes a person’s ambitions at

the workplace can take priority
over other areas in life. For clients
with this problem, Moore said he
presents them with an important
question:”

“When you're on your
deathbed, you want to ask yourself
this question: ‘Whose dreams did [
make come true, the company’s or
mine?’” :

bwhite@chroniclemail.com

The cost of school can really stack up. Do you have all the
money you need to pay for your school-related expenses?

for-books, lab and activity fees, room and board, a new laptop. If you have already

explored the federal student loan options available to you but are still in need, consider a

GMAC Bank Education Loan

With a GMAC Bank Education Loan you can get up to $40,000" to help fill any gaps in

your school financing. You have the option to make no payments while you're in school™

Spring semester is just around the corner, and there are many more things to pay

and you can have a check mailed to you in about a week.

Visit us online at www.GMACBankLoans.com or call 1-800-641-9146 today to

apply for your GMAC Bank Education Loan.

GMAC Bank
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CAMPUS INTRAMURAL UPDATE

U.S. Cellular® gets me... so | can always get the score.

Ultimate Frishee -

If you are interested in Renegades Ultimate

Frisbee then sign up tuesday, November 7th, at

5:30pm in the Conaway Center.

Co-President Aaron Patkin and Co-President

Daniel Wolf are looking forward to answering any
questions you might have.They would like you to
know that even if you have not played the sport
before, give it a try! It's a lot of fun to be had in

the name of Columbia’s student community!

http://ATHLETICS.COLUM.EDU :
Y7 ANNOUNCMENTS

%7 CURRENT SPORTS
Baseball - Cycling - Soccer - Wrestling

Men's Basketball - Ultimate Frisbee

w Fitness Week

Monday . Strength Day
12-7pm Barbell Chest Press
Men: 225 Ibs, Wamen: 115|bs
Most reps wins!
Tuesday. Cardio Endurance Day
30am-9pm Tredmill Run
Men: 9.0 mph, Women: 7.0mph
Longest time wins!

Wednesday, Flexibility Day
730am-9pm - Sit and Reach
Longest Reach wins!

Thursday, Basketball Skills Day
630pm start time - Slam Dunk itest & 3-point
Shoot-out - Must register in advance!

Friday Muscular Endurance Day
am-8pm, Pushups: Mast pushups wins!
all-Sits dest time wins!

Cross Country - Capoeira - Men’s Lacrosse

Flag

On Halloween :nd, the Renegades
Flag Foothall team dorinated the
Roosevelt Lakers!

Open practices are held every
Tuesday & Thursday at 5:00PM in Grant
(Columbus & Balbo)

Cross Country meets at 30W building,
on the corner of Wabash and Congress.
Monday-Friday at 6:30 a.m. to run.

If you are interested in Gymnastics, they
have practices EVERY Friday from 3-5pm at
the Roosevelt Gym, located at 425 S,
Wabash. 4th floor.

Ut of the Box

negades

FOE CHICAGD

The Women's Volleyball team is hosting
Tryouts on November 8th at 7:15 PM.
Tryouts will be at the Roosevelt Gym,
Located at 425 S, Wabash, 4th floor.

Every Tuesday and Thursday Men's
Basketball meets at Roosevelt Gym at
7:00 P.M.

Open practices held on Mondays 11 am
to 1 pm, Thursdays 3 pmto 5 pm, &
Fridays- 3 pm to 5 pm. Practic

Balbo & Columbus (near tennis courts).

Capoeira is a Brazilian Dance/Martial
Art. They have practices on Tuesday
and Friday from 5-7pm at Roosevelt's
Gym,

Contact the Renegades - 1104 S. Wabash Lower Level Office A - 312-344-6917 - ATHLETICS@COLUM.EDU

7R US Cellular

We connect with your.

getusc.com
1-888-buy-uscc
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T he former Catholic church at 916 N. Westem Ave. has been vacant for years, and
it shows. Five of the eight windows on the old parish’s second floor are boarded up,
and the cracked wood door is padiocked. On the comer, a scratched-off sign
hangs above a statue that once read: “Our lady of Good Counsel Church.”

In the coming months, this scene will change. It will barely be detectable from the outside, but the win-
dows and door will be replaced, and the yard will be cleaned up. On the inside, however, a big transforma-
tion will take place. This former house of God will transform into a house for man. )

The church is the latest of more than a dozen in the Chicago area to make the conversion. With living
space at a premium, developers have their eyes set on vacant churches to build./And evéryone-—from the
Archdiocese of Chicago to historic preservation groups—is apt to help them.

Claudia Shabo, an assistant to the manager of the real estate department of
the Archdiocese of Chicago, said develop- :
ers now come straight to them to purchase
unused churches.

The archdiocese owns a number of
vacant parishes in the Chicago area, most-
ly, Shabo said, because too many church-
es were built when people moved into the
city around the turn of the 20th century.
Now, as residents—and former parish-
ioners—move outward to the suburbs,
many churches sit empty and in disrepair.

The church at 916 N. Western Ave. is a
good example. It is in Ukrainian Village,
within only a few blocks of more than five
other Catholic churches. It was built in
1889, and closed exactly a hundred years
later, as parishioners moved out of the
neighborhoods and the congregations
shrunk. Four blocks away, on Oakley
Avenue, a successful church condominium
sits next door to a parish. The two once
competed with each other.

“Before, there was a different church
on every corner representing different eth-
nic groups,” Shabo explained. “Now it's not
so much separated as people are coming together so we don't have a need for those four churches on
every corner.”

The trend is noticeable in Lakeview as well. Just a couple blocks south of the Belmont Red Line stop
and just east of Racine Street, Shabo’s example is a reality. Four churches, including a red structure at 3101
N. Seminary Ave., now all serve as condominiums.

Other examples are scattered around the city, though most are on the North Side.

Since a great number of the churches in Chicago were built in the 19th century, many are protected by
both city and state historic registry regulations. Because of that, developers face certain regulations con-
cerning what exactly can be modified. When a developer buys a church, Shabo explained, the archdiocese
collects the stained glass windows and other “sacred items” like crucifixes and altars. They are then redis-
tributed to other churches. The exterior and main structure must also remain intact.

Twenty years ago, Jim Peterson and his architectural firm were approached by developers with the con-
version project of the Little Sisters of the Poor chapel near the DePaul University campus.

Peterson, who is the president of Chicago-based Hasbrouck, Peterson, Zimoch and Sirirattumrong
architecture firm, recalled that at the time he had never heard of such a thing being done. Peterson was at
the forefront of the trend in Chicago. Because of that, he was one of the first in the area to experience the
difficulties of working within such strict boundaries.

“It was a historic building, so we were very limited in terms of what we could do to the stained glass win-
dows, which were very narrow,” Peterson said.

The four condominiums he created ended up being slim, and almost three storles tall.

Churches often have one lofty open space and extremely large windows. Because of that, the conver-
sion of a church into a residence presents an awkward challenge for architects. Loft spaces are popular
these days, but they are often converted from cube-shaped factorles, creating a blankslate for architects.
With churches, that is almost never the case,

“We couldn’t change the exterior appearance of the windows at all,” Peterson sald. "We were taking this
large space inside and had to incorporate this three story high window into an apartment, which was an
unusual situation.”

" “Before, Mhedam 1 clisrent chuch

on every comer representing different
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According to Peterson, DePaul bought the
chapel. And that made an impression: So far,
there are at least a dozen Catholic churches in
Chicago that have been converted.

Jonathan Fine is the president of
Preservation Chicago, a volunteer-based group
that petitions to save historic buildings threatened
with demolition. He said the need for living space
motivates the church conversion trend. -

“The problem with church preservation or reli-
gious building preservation is that it’s very hard to
save large open auditoriums in this climate,” Fine
said.

Tuomi Forrest, the associate director of
Partners for Sacred Places, a Pennsylvania-
based group that helps save churches from dem-
olition by converting them to community centers,
sees this trend all across the U.S.

“In many cities—Chicago included—the real .
- estate values have certainly increased dramati-

. cally in recent years, making a lot of these prop-

W erties attractive to developers,” Forrest said.
Forrest's organization prefers it when the
buildings remain used for religious or community
purposes. That way, he explained, they can often

keep their interior architecture.

“Ideally, that's what they are built for,” Forrest
said. “If they can remain open in some public context, whether as a community center or art center or some-
thing of that nature, that's nice as well because again the architecture is beautiful and the spaces are still
accessible to the public.” ’

The archdiocese agrees. While they do facilitate developers when they call looking for vacant buildings,
the ideal situation is always to keep the building as a religious institution.

“We sell to everybody, as long as they’re open about what they’re doing, we have no problem,” Shabo
said. “We like to sell it to another denomination, but
there’s not a big issue with [condominium conversions],
as long it being used in a respectful manner.”

“The residence approach is more common now,”
Forrest said. “Basically, a developer is able to buy the
parcel and sink a lot of money into rehabbing an old ,
building with a lot of deferred maintenance. So there is a
lot of capital investment in that.”

“What do you do with (o vacont
church)?” Fine asked. “We've got some
real challenges. And a church conver-
sion can be done well, if it's done by the
right people, and they re paying the right
aftention.”

JONATHAN FINE,
president of Preservation Chicago

Fine only considers it a partial loss when a church is
converted into a condominium. In one sense, the beauti-
ful and often ornate interior is lost. But without that sacri-
fice, many churches could—and do—face demolition.

“What do you do with [a vacant church]?” Fine asked. “We've got some real challenges. And a church
conversion can be done well, if it's done by the right people, and they're paying the right attention.”
Forrest agreed. “It's better than it being torn down.”
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HOKIN GALLERY AND HOKIN ANNEX

623 S WABASH AVENUE, HOURS: 9 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY
AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY

ALBERT P. WEISMAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
EXHIBITION, OCTOBER 9 - NOVEMBER 17, 2006

RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED!
RECEPTION: NOVEMBER 9, 2006, 5-7PM

BEST OF SHOW PRESENTATIONS: 5:30PM
RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED!

The Albert P. Weisman Memorial Scholarship Fund was established
in 1974 to encourage both undergraduate and graduate Columbia
College Chicago students to complete projects in all fields of
communication. With projects spanning 10 disciplines from 47
artists, this year's exhibition cuts a creative swath across themes

as divergent as the business of dying, professional wrestling, and

synesthetic experiences.

C33 GALLERY, 33 E Congress Avenue,

HOURS: 9 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY

SNAP TO GRID, OCTOBER 20 - NOVEMBER 10, 2006

RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED!
RECEPTION: NOVEMBER 9, 5-7PM
RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED! RESCHEDULED!

CURATED BY TRACY TAYLOR, ALYSIA KAPLAN, AND MICHELLE WASSON

Snap to Grid is an exhibition conceived of and juried by three
Chicago artists who currently teach digital media in Chicago's
premiere college institutions- Columbia College and The School of
the Art Institute of Chicago. Envisioned as an exhibition opportunity
for students who currently use digital media as a tool in their
creative process, the jurors selected artwork directly from their
departments by students whose work exhibits exemplary craft and
thought- provoking ideas.

GLASS CURTAIN GALLERY
1104 S WABASH AVENUE, HOURS: 10 AM - 5 PM TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND
FRIDAY AND 10 AM - 7 PM ON MONDAY AND THURSDAY

CELIA HERRERA RODRIQUEZ
A PRAYER TO THE MOTHER WATERS FOR PEACE
OCTOBER 12 -'NOVEMBER 8, 2006

In conjunction with the Columbia College Chicago FOCO Festival, The
Glass Curtain Gallery presents the installation and performance A
Prayer to the Mother Waters for Peace by Celia Herrera Rodriguez.

A Prayer for the Mother Waters for Peace thoughtfully addresses
issues of economics, war and ecology. This multi-media installation
and performance will be determined by the collaborative efforts of
Celia Herrera Rodriguez, students of Columbia College Chicago and
guest performers. On October 12, the exhibition will debut with an
elaborate, multimedia ceremonial blessing using water collected
from areas of conflict across the globe.

cspaces.colum.edu

‘Cocaine inacan’

New energy drink like illegal drug

By Kale Chor/Staff Writer

Twenty-four-year-old Jon Geers doesn’t
work the typical nine-to-five job. He works
12-hour overnight shifts as a truck driver
and is not one to sacrifice work for sleep.
But through his strenuous jobs of driving
long hours or fixing heaters and air condi-
tioners, one thing has remained constant in
aiding his survival: energy drinks.

Every year more energy drinks fill the
coolers at gas stations and food stores
around the country. Whether a worker
needs energy to get through a shift or a
student needs a pick-me-up for an all-
night study session, energy drinks are
available for a quick fix.

“I love energy drinks,” Geers said.
“They make me energetic and giddy.”

Comedian Dave Chappelle even per-
formed a skit about an energy drink in his
show, calling it “cocaine in a can.” The
audience of Chappelle’s Show thought the
slogan was a funny joke, but a new ener-
gy drink coming out makes it a little hard-
er to laugh at. '

“Cocaine—the legal alternative” is the
slogan for a new energy drink which the
makers, Redux Begverages, say has bigger
and better results than the ones currently
on the market. The drink, simply named
“Cocaine” after the notorious drug, is said
to be 350 percent more powerful than Red
Bull and have about five more milligrams
of caffeine than a Starbucks grande coffee,
according to the drink’s website. It is also
said to have a special ingredient that pro-
duces a light numbing effect in the back of
the drinker’s throat to mimic the effects of
cocaine.

The controversy over the new drink has
halted distribution. Its availability is spo-
radic; few stores sell it in California and
New York and the demand continues to
rise. Cases of 24 cans are being auctioned
off on eBay with starting bids ranging
from $40 to $87.99.

Although the drink is not available out-
side of New York and California, it has cre-
ated quite a stir with its page on
Myspace.com. Mostly teenage members
have posted comments on the page, asking
when it will be available in their hometown
and begging for it to be soon.

While Geers doesn’t believe he is
addicted, he said when he goes part of a
day without having an energy drink, he
doesn’t feel right and gets the strong
desire to quench his thirst with a can or
two. He admits it can get a little unhealthy
as he recalls the negative experiences he
has had with the products. He said he once
had four energy drinks in a day to keep up
with his work, but the drinks gave him a
bad headache.

A lot of controversy surrounds the new energy drink, Cocaine, which is said to have
some of the same affects as the illegal substance and Is said to be 350 percent

more powerful than Red Bull.

Geers said he has also mixed energy

drinks with ‘alcohol. Cocaine’s website

includes recipes that mix different types

‘of alcohol with the drink. Although it pro-

vides these recipes, it does state that
Redux Beverages does not encourage
mixing the two. '

Whether or not this liquid Cocaine is
more unhealthy or addictive than the other
energy drinks on the market, many people
are protesting it based solely on the name.

Joseph A. Califano Jr., president of the
Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse
at Columbia University, issued a state-
ment on CASA’s website conderhning the
product, which he calls “disgraceful.”

Califano stated that Cocaine glamorizes
the illegal and addictive drug, which is
irresponsible and reprehensible. He said

the product is obviously marketed toward -

children and teenagers -and urged -all
retailers to refuse to sell the product.

Jamey Kirby, owner of Redux
Beverages, said the energy drink market is
generally aimed at 20- to 25-year-olds and
doesn’t recommend children under the
age of 16 drink Cocaine. But Kirby said it
is up to the FDA to enforce a law about
energy drinks.

Kirby also said all the media attention
Cocaine has initiated discussions about
illegal’ drugs . that would otherwise be
taboo in American sotiety.

“It awakens a social conscious™ he
said. “This brings the name out into-the
public.”

Kirby said it is not his intention to
glamorize the drug, and points to music,
movies and video games that obviously
make Ccocainé  seem dppealing. None of
them, Kirby said, have gotten as much
heat as him. Among his examples was
Eric Clapton’s song “Cocaine.” §

But there is still concern over how
impressionable children and teen:
over an energy drink called Cocaine, and
many people are predicting that easily-
influenced youth will drink it up.

The Washington, D.C. based Pew
Research Center conducted a survey in
2001 asking what influenced teenagers to
try illegal drugs. Eighty-two percent
thought peer pressure was a major factor.
Fifty-five percent thought the portrayal of
drug use in movies, music and TV were
also major factors. .

“Young adults aren’t stupid,” Kirby
said. “If parents raise their kids right
they’ll know the difference between an
energy drink and a Class A narcotic.”

chronicle@colum.edu
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During the week, 32-year-old
David Roland of Melrose Park
is a legal assistant in downtown
Chicago. On the weekends, he
pretends to be a Scottish
swordsman from the 13th centu-
ry named Ian the Green who
faces opponents on the Field of
Honor. Through the Society for
Creative Anachronism, Roland
and his friends are able to act
out their medieva! fantasies
weekly at Ida Noyes Hall on the
campus of the University of
Chicago in Hyde Park,

Jim Lai, a 29-year-old corpo-
rate attorney from Rogers Park
and a fencer in the society,
described the organization as “a
little more like a martial arts class
than a Civil War reenaciment.”

Born out of a literature class at
the University of California at
Berkeley in the 1960s, the Society
for Creative Anachronism aims to
teach members about medieval
history by living a piece of it.

“Learning by do:ing is really
our hallmark,” Roland said.

As an intemational society that
includes chapters in - North
America, Asia and FEurope, the
SCA created .a hierarchy of king-
doms to keep the different groups
South  Side
Chicago chapter is known as the
Shire of the Grey Gargoyles,
which has a membership of 20 to
30 people.

Members. learn a variety . of
medieval skills and art forms,
including calligraphy, heraldry,

By Kelly Bryan/Contributing Writer

manuscript illumination, dance,
cooxing, costume making and
fencing: But cne of .the group’s
more popalar activities is hsavy
fighting. Opponents don hceme-
made armor, wéapons and shields
and fight one-cn-one or in a
melee-style group battle.

As'iithe Middle Ages, knights
must foilow a code of chivalry,
and battles are won en the honor
system. If a knight delivers a
blow that in real battie would be
lethzl, the apponent must shout
“Dead!” and drop to the ground.
If 2 flesh wound is inflicted that
in real battle would take off a
iimb,. the opponent must drop to
his knees and continue to fight
without legs.

Unlike the Middle Ages, how-

ever, the SCA always stresses
safety first. even at the expanse
of historical accuracy.
Combatanis use weapons made
out of rattan, a material similar
t0 bamboo. These weapons are
also wrapped in-duct tape, and
the battle is halted if anyone is
injured. Rattan was selected as
the weapon of choice because
when broken, the sword will go
iimp ratker than shattering.
* Like Roland’s ian the Green,
many members 2150 ckoose a per-
sona 10 fight under rather than
use their real name. In fact, many
merhers-do> net know their fel-
low knighte’ real names.

A persona is: often based on
something percoinal the member
identifies with.

Dexter ‘Wandel, a 20-year-old
game software development major
at Westwood College and a rela-
tively new heavy fighter, is creat-
ing a character who wandered
across the world and collected
fighting skills and armor from his
travels, which have taken him as
far as Japan. His inspiration?
According to Wandel, his last
name is German for “to wander.”

Heavy fighting battles create
quite the public spectacle,
whether the battles take place
outside on the Midway Plaisance
in fair weather or inside Ida
Neyes Hall, where the slap of rat-
tan. on plastic armor echoes
through the corridors. Passersby
step in to fulfill their curiosity,
which is a helpful recruiting
method for the society.

Caitlin Tulloch. a 19-year-old
second ‘year political science
major at the U of C, who goes by
Caillech Inghin Saigart at meet-
ings, said she found out about the
society when she was “on the [U
of C bus] one day and saw the
guys in armor fighting and
thought “This is a sign.””

It must have been a sign that
Tulloch would find her niche.
Not only was she able to improve
her sewing technique and leamn
heavy fighting, but she also finds
the SCA fulfilling on a deeper
level.

Tulloch enjoys the “emphasis on
making things with your hands the
way people have ‘done for hun-
dreds of years and the emphasis on

chivalry that you don’t often find
in other Gommunities.”

Other members such as Sarah
Watson, a‘20-year-old third y:ar
English major at the U of C
enthusmstlca”y described the1r
favorite “part ‘of the SCA as the
fact that “It’s war games with my
friends in 3-D, in real time.”
Watsonalso noted that the “honor
and glory and things” that follow
victory are appealing, too.

Otherc like Wande!, admit

hedvy fighting is not only fun,

but 1s.also-a good way of dealing

with'gent-up aggression.
Christina von Nolckeri, associ-

S

artying like it’s the 13th century

Live hke it’s the Middle Ages; avoid the bubomc plague

ate professor in the department of
English Languages and Literature
and chair of the committee on
Medieval Studies at the U of C,
finds the SCA’s aporoach to do-
it-yourself medieval recreation
very positive.

“I get professional medieval-
ists who get their start doing cre-
ative anachronisms,” she said. “I
have respect for them and what
they’re trving to do, I think it’s a
very positive start.”

chronicle@colum.edu

A group of enthusiasts in Hyde Park reenac* a skirmish of knights

from the Middle Ages
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Baked pleasure

Chicago welcomes second all-cupcake store
By Michael Claire/Assistant A&E Editor

Fall wcather has finally
gripped Chicago, and old man
winter isn’t far off. The winds off
the lake are already starting to
bite like cheap vodka, and the
temperatures continue to plunge
from suminer ales to stout lagers.
By now, these seasonal changes
have seeped into most aspects of
the city, from the richly colored
foliage to the seas of manly
breads and mcbs of parkas and
scarves that are seemingly every-
where. But despite the cooling
temperatures and reliance on
warmer accessories, a hot new
trend has arrived around the

DePaul campus area that should

cure any bout of seasonal depres-

sion—gourmet cupcakes.
Opening less than a month ago,

Swirlz Cupcakes, 705 W. Belden CHicago counterparts are find-

Ave., is Chicago’s second all-
cupcake bakery.  Following
Cupcakes’, 613 W. Briar Place.,
lead of providing customers with
a product that is both nostelgic
and cute, Swirlz'’s tasiy peach-
sized treats have become a huge
hit among DePaul students and
other Lincoln Paik residents.

“The store’s really cute,” said
customer Debra Ham. “It’s nice
because you can’t get t:¢ red vel-
vet anywhere else.”

Alil-cupczke bakeries have
become a natipnal t-end, with
peopie on both coasts lining up to
enjoy these pleasurabic morsels.
In Beverly Hills and Manhattan
these specialized bakeries are
hugely successful and their

Jeremy Sher, the pastry chef at Swirlz Cupcakes, creates a corabi-

nation package of holiaay themed cupcakes.

ings similar success as well.
Located under the soft green
glew of its neon sign, Swirlz
stocks its display cases daily with
10 different kinds of freshly
made cupeakes. Their everyday
flavors include vanilla, choco-
late, a buttermilk-based red vel-
ve’, chocolate on vanilla and
vanilla on chocolate. In addition
to :heir five standard flavors they
also rotate daily flavors, as well
as gluten-free cupcakes and
sugar-free ones for those cus-
tomers who have & dentist in the

family.
“One of our owners has celiac
disease, so they can't have

wheat,” said Swirlz employee
Jesus Manteca.

Although most people are unfa-
miliar with celiac disease, also
know as gluten intolerance, this
genetic disorder actually affects |
in 133 Americans, according to the
Celiac Disease Foundation.

“We had a couple come all the
way from Michigan because we
have gluten-free cupcakes,” said
former Swirlz manager Dotti
Glenn.

Located a little more than a
mile away, Chicago’s original all-
cupcake bakery, Cupcakes, offers
customers more than 70 different
distinctive flavors and combina-
tiens including red velvet.
Committed to using only the
freshest seasonai ingredients,
Cupcakes offers customers the
option to completely customize
their own cakes, even digitally

Fresnly baked eveyday. these sinfully good gourmet cupcakes are

available at Swirlz. Cupcakes, 705 W. Belden Ave., and Cupcakes,

613 W. Briar Place.
imposing a picture onto the frost-
ing to creating large wedding-
cake like sculptures.

“We’re constantly experiment-
ing and trying to come up with
unique combinations,” said
Cupcakes owner Adam Ghould.

And while all cupcakes may
be arguably delicious, Swirlz said
that their cupcakes stand out for
their presentation.

“If vou look at Sprinkles and
Cupcakes, they do very hand-
made, homemade types of cup-
cakes, things that you'd thirk
your grandma would make,”
Glenr “said. “Ours are a little
more upscale, they're ali identi-
fied by the swirls.”

Typically these Italian butter-
cream-frosted swirls are stacked
on top of each other, with the
classic bottom swirl creating a
base for the more floret. top
swirl.

Both stores offer their own tasty
treats for $3 a cake, but a large all-
cupcake - franchise, Sprinkles, is
scheduled to open a Michigan
Avenue location in the near future.

Despite the simplicity of] their
ingredients and baking direc-
tions, these small sugary morsels
have long been a favorite dessert
and snack to even the most noto-
riously embattled grinch.
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The beginning af the ending

Mission of Burma guitarist Roger Miller talks about musicial differences from past to present

There is a line in Mission of
Burma’s song “Fame and Fortune”
that says “‘the beginning at the end-
ing,” and that line may mean more
now than it ever did. Their music
has been described as punk, punk
rock, post-punk and even pre-post-
punk, but guitarist and songwriter
Roger Miller said the labels didn’t
matter then and still don’t more
than 25 years later. After a rare
hearing disorder forced Miller to
stop playing such loud and abra-
sive music, the group disbanded in
1983. The members continued
playing seperately until 2002
when they reformed, something
Miller explained as, *“a total
fluke.” Since then the results have
been surprising to not only their
fans but to the band themselves.

After coming out with two criti-
cally acclaimed albums. the band-
toured all summer, sweating one

out in Chicago at the Pitchfork -

Music Festival. Now they have a
new DVD, Not A Photograph,
chronicling the band’s reformation
and resurgence, coming out Nov.
21. Miller recently talked with The
Chronicle about the strange time
warp the band seemingly went
through from the early '80s to the
early 2000s, as well as cultural
influences on the current state of
music.

The Chronicle: Many of the
lyrics on the band’s latest two
albums seem to have a lot of self-

reflection in them. Did it seem
like there was unfinished busi-
ness after the bands premature
breakup in ’83?

Miller: It’s obvious that there
was unfinished business, but none
of us knew it. As soon as we
plugged back in, we all brought a
new song. That was one of the
things we agreed on—we were
each going to bring in something
new so that we weren’t just trotting

. out the old war horses, which we

also did. But as soon as we did it,
it was like, “yeah, great, this is
how Burma works,” and then we
got a couple more gigs and we
brought in more songs and I was
like, “Wow, I didn’t realize Burma
was still able to do this,” and we
found that it was, mostly by stum-
bling.

How different is it now playing
to thousands of people, many of
whom weren’t even born when
the band began, compared to
playing for bartenders in empty
clubs when the band started?

At this point the surprise has
kind of wormn off, but it’s extreme-
ly gratifying. And obviously
affecting this generation of people,
that'’s the age when you really
believe in this stuff the most. If
we're affecting them, we must be
doing something right. We never
expect anyone else to care—we
never did; in the entire history of
the band it never surprised us

By James H. Ewert Jr./City Beat Editor

when people didn’t like us. So I
guess it is a surprise in that sense,
it’s like, Wow, we must be doing
something right.

How does it make you feel, get-
ting so much more recognition
now as opposed to then?

After the first night of shows in
2002 at Irving Plaza where every-
body was singing along to our
most obscure songs, I went back to
my hotel room and I cried. It just
unlocked this thing that I didn’t
know was there, and I was like
“These people actually understand
what we were doing.” It was just
overwhelming, and now we're
getting used to it. We never felt
that affected as we did after that
first night. You just don’t realize
what’s still inside you and it just
got unlocked and it was like, Wow.

Do you think the band would
have had a different fate when it
began had Myspace and iPods
been around?

It’s not part of my culture now,
because I didn’t grow up with it. If
I was that age I would probably be
using Myspace. It’s really hard to
put what we were then and project
it into now.

The band now has a Myspace
site. How often do you check it?

I didn’t used to go on the site at
all and then Clint would go,
“Someone on the site wanted to

Mission of Burma (from right): Roger Miller,

Courtesy Matador Records
guitarist; Peter

Prescott, drummer; Bob Weston, engineer; Clint Conley, bassist.

talk to you,” and it would be my
nephew or something. So I started
to go on a little bit, and when The
Obliteratti came out, I kind of felt
like I believe in the record, I kind
of believe in the band, so it would
kind of behoove me to go there
and interact with people. So it's
kind of a habit now. It’s a little
scary, [but] it seems at the moment
that it’s part of my job description.

Since popular music today is
more available then ever, will it
have the same impact as music
made during the ’60s, *70s and
’80s?

There’s so much of everythmg,
and it’s all so available. When the
British Invasion hit, there was this
new type of energy, an innocent

sexual energy. That blossomed and
tumed into psychedelia because
you had the baby boom. Then, in
the *70s everything turned into
disco and classic rock, and all the
good ideas were repressed, and it
was allowed to fester until it
became violent, and then it
became punk rock.

Now there is so much accessi-
bility to everything, there is no
way for things to stay hidden for
long enough and isolated to blow
up. Everything is siphoned off and
siphoned everywhere. So anybody
at anytime can get anything, and
that’s not how revolutions happen.
That’s how you just get this mias-
ma of gray.

Jewert@chroniclemail.com
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Decorating in the
big house

Inmates design conceptual furniture

By Lini S. Kadaba/MCT

The goal had apocalyptic
overtones: to design furniture
for survivors consigned to tight,
temporary shelters after a natu-
ral disaster.

To carry it out, social activist
and conceptual artist Peggy Diggs
turned to a population that is
familiar with compact living:
prison inmates.

Over more than 18 months, the

60-year-old instructor  from
Williams College in
Massachusetts commuted to
Montgomery County, Pa., and

brainstormed with 15 residents,
most of them lifers, at maximum-
security Graterford Prison in
Skippack Township.

WorkOut, an exhibit that ran
through Oct. 25 in the appropriate-
ly cramped foyer of the Broad
Street Ministry in Center City
Philadelphia, reveals the fruits of
their collaboration: five graphical-
ly vivid, expandable desk/storage
containers,

Each unit is made of thick card-
board done up in bold colors and
intricate patterns designed and
painted by the prisoners.

Over the project’s long and
bumpy haul, the inmates refined

their concepts and revealed a
humanity the artist hadn’t
expected.

“I had the picture of foaming-
at-the-mouth people who would
hurt me the minute I came in,”,
Diggs said. Instead, the prisoners
were eager to use their talents and
insights to benefit a world few will
see again.

“They did all these fancy hand-
shakes with me, so I gathered that
was a geod sign,” Diggs said of an
early encounter:

Eddie Ramirez, 29, and already
10 years into a life sentence for a
robbery-homicide, was intrigued
by the chance to make something
useful.

“l was a destroyer of things,”
the former graffiti artist said in a
collect call from Graterford. “Now
I’m a builder of things.”

Ramirez conceived the concept
for the desks, which expand from

3 10,6 feet and contain shelf space.

About 40 pieces were construct-
ed by Diggs and a helper, then
donated to the Riverview Home
for the Aged. a city-run personal-
care facility ' in  northeast
Philadelphia. Diggs has not tallied
the costs involved but expects

grants to cover the expense.

The inmates can’t see the exhib-
it. But they applied their graphic
designs to the cardboard pieces,
and they “looked beautiful,” said
Ramirez, who created a locking-S
pattern inspired by wrought iron.

“I got to do something for peo-
ple in that shelter,” he said proud-
ly. “I got to use my brain.”

Practical projects such as these
connect prisoners to society, said
Jane Golden, director of the city’s
Mural Arts Program. “This
process, thinking about furniture,
how it would benefit others’ lives,
was really a wonderful exercise in
empathy ... in reconciliation.”

The inspiration for WorkOut
came to Diggs in a 2004 article in
a London publication. The story
was about a “‘secret report” pre-
dicting the effect a drastic climate
change might have on Europe. Sea
levels could swamp major cities,
the report wamed, causing famine,
riots and widespread population
dislocation.

The dire scenario gave Diggs

her idea. With an initial grant of

$10,000 from New York’s
Creative Capital Foundation, she
contacted Golden, who introduced
Diggs to some of the Graterford
inmates who had worked on city
murals.

“Everybody is expert at some-
thing,” Diggs said. “I like to seek
out populations we normally con-
sider unworthy of attention.”

The artist’s previous projects
have tackled intentional poverty
among those who opt for a sim-
pler life (Quakers, for example)
and what preparing for a terror-
ist attack entails for the modern
consumer.

For WorkOut, “my goal, had
been to have several fabulous, far-

%

ranging objects that I could get
patents on, and that I could get into
production so that these guys
wouldn’t feel like toss-offs,” she
said.

Diggs envisioned selling the
prefab furniture and turning profits
over to the prisoners’ families.
“That was the big plan.”

She quickly ran up against
reality.

Inmates are - prohibited from
profiting from their prison endeav-
ors. On top of that, early. models
were too crude to interest industri-
al designers. And Diggs was
unsure whether or not the furniture
designs had enough whimsy.

Despite initial enthusiasm, some
inmates wouldn’t complete the
“homework™ assignments she
gave them during her visits every
three weeks. And occasionally,
tempers flared. At nearly every
turn, Diggs said, she thought, “Oh,
no, this isn’t going to happen.”

“When she came in, I was
skepticzl,” said prisoner Darrell
“Van” van Mastrigt, 38. But
“she's verv energetic. She’s a
big metivator.”

One lifer from the Pittsburgh
area who was convicted of first-
degree homicide made a model of
a bed that also serves as a desk and
storage space. He also created a
complex design with another
inmate and spent hours in his cell
painting copies on material that
can be applied, like a decal, to a
surface.

In the exhibit, the graphic
appears in silver on a red desk, a
stunning combination, though
Diggs had “to persuade van

; Mastrigt that “normal, nice peo-

ple” would appreciate the tattoo-
inspired motif.
As months passed, Diggs dis-

covered that prisoners are prob-
lem-solvers “because they have to
be.” The project became less about
a polished object to be mass-pro-
duced and more about “the authen-
ticity of these men’s experience.”

Many use cardboard to create
storage space in their 6-by-10-foot
cells. With its connotations of dep-
rivation, cardboard became the
material of choice for the project.

The lavish graphic designs
afforded those behind bars a
luxury.

“It’s a way to communicate,”
van Mastrigt said. “We can’t go
out there, but we can send our
1deas out through our art.”

Artist Peggy Diggs with a piece

that started out as a hand-
painted image. Diggs got help
from Graterford prison inmates
when deciding to design furni-
ture for those living in confined
spaces.
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Al hail the “Queen’

Mirren’s unforgeftable portrayal reigns over this

Nothing gives humanity a
more jarring wake-up call than
sudden death. As news bulletins
spread word of what happened
that August night, people from all
over the world found their hearts
breaking for a woman many had
never really known. Princess
Diana. killed by the heartless
media who pursued her in life,
became a symbol for both moth-
erly devotion and stubborn con-
viction against the conformity of
royal tradition. The new Prime
Minister Tony Blair’s labeling of
Diana as the “People’s Princess”
seemed justified by the countless
citizens who left a garden of
flowers at the palace gates, while
Elton John's rendition of “Candle
in the Wind" haunted her crowd-
ed funeral. Yet in the midst of
Diana’s mourners, there stood an
old, emotionless woman who
inspired frowns from the public,
as her restrained eyes peered out
from giant, impenetrable specta-
cles.

This woman was Queen
Elizabeth II, and she’s the sub-
ject of this exceptional drama
from High Fidelity director
Stephen Frears. Elizabeth 1s
played by Helen Mirren—
Emmy-winner for this year’s
Elizabeth I--who transcends the
boundaries of mere performance,
and tnnumphautly embodies this
individual by unearthing her oft-
hidden humanity. Like Marie

impeccable drama

By Matt Fagerholm/Film Critic

Antoinette, Elizabeth began her
reign at a young age, and like
Sophia Coppola’s Marie
Antoinette, The Queen generates
much amusement from the
laughably rigid etiquette and
ancient formalities she strictly
follows with learned discipline.

With every movement and
uttered syllable, Elizabeth seems
to live her life by following
instructions on a protocol sheet.
Mirren’s genius is in how she
conveys Elizabeth’s emotions
through the subtlest nuance and
the smallest pause. It’s a towering
performance that doesn’t draw
attention to itself. thereby staying
true o Elizabeth's own mannered
nature.

Frears® film focuses on the
seemingly endless week follow-
ing Diana’s death in the summer
twilight of 1997. As the proud
figurehead of an iconic monar-
chy, Elizabeth decides that the
tragedy 1s a private matter, and
she refuses Blair’s requests for a
public statement on the subject.

Criticism spreads like a plague
through the English public con-
vinced that Elizabeth's silence is
a sign of her cruelty toward
Diana, who gamered much
monarchial resentment for her
untamed nature

There's an immensely power-
ful moment when the public’s
passionate applause infiltrates the
sufling silence of Diana’s funer-

al. The cheers become, in
essence, the animalistic rumbling
of life Elizabeth has practiced to
quell her entire reign.

Yet Frears, along with screen-
writer Peter Morgan, doesn’t
invite the audience to either judge
or sympathize with Elizabeth.
Their cinematic portrait is all the
more fascinating in its own dra-
matic restraint, by delving into
Her Highness’ psyche without a
trace of sensationalism.

Although the youthful, seem-
ingly progressive Blair, played by
Michael Sheen, is initially exas-
perated by Elizabeth’s resistance
to his demands, he eventually has
an inexplicable change of heart
that seems to be more easily com-
prehended by Elizabeth herself.
Her line, “the headlines will hap-
pen to you too,” has an eerie res-
onance now that Blair’s own pop-
ularity has faltered with his sup-
port of the Bush administration.

Sheen 1s one of several mar-
velous character actors populat-
ing Frears’ stage, which also
includes Sylvia Syms as
Elizabeth's astute mother and a
wonderful James Cromwell as
Elizabeth’s fiercely ignorant hus-
band Philip, whose idea of a great
tragedy doesn’t seem to extentd
beyond a shallow curtsy and a
cold cup of tea

Elizabeth’s determined strug-
gle to live “quietly and with dig-
nity” gradually proves to be

Lead actress, Helen Mirren, at the premier of “The Q’ueén." Directed
. by 'High Fidelity’ director Stephen Frears, the film is in theaters now.

eternity in a single glance.
She single-handedly makes
The Queen one of the year’s best
The Queen’s single emotional films, and one of the finest char-
outburst is witnessed only by a  acter studies ever inade.
stag, the corpse of which -
Elizabeth later finds hanging in a
neighbor’s house near her sum-
mer estate. As she gazes into the

exactly what the public, who
loved Diana all the more for her
“weaknesses,” doesn’t want.

:olllow 2 eyes \}I'Sich. _once “The Queen” =
elonged to a wild spint cut H phan
down in the prime of its life, only Directed by Ste

then can Elizabeth seem to Frears

admire and moumn the deceased
princess. Such subtext might
have been impossible to deliver
with any other actress, but Mirren
has the ability to communicate an

OLOIOIOIO)

rrl

CHICAGO
TATTOOING
COMPANY

Tattooing
& Body Piercing
of designs

Bring in this ad

1017 ‘\West Belmont Avenve
Chicago, L
/7

(.)p('fﬂ

1000

. e
cnd your
2ge LD, and receive

5% (’)H all body jewe lry! 111

60657
3.528.6969

‘// Il")’L 1351

/ days noon til midnight

ol thes balmont redline stop

WINE SHOP

pall Shad.
fubes,

.South Loop Campus!

1
10\\ YO\‘" okkebye. 0\““'
vru
Ohew,
0\

663 -9314

r\ew gpirit.
' ‘00”\ NN




November 6, 2006. Page 31 | A&E

Deftones: Dull and directionless

‘Saturday Night Wrist’ takes a step forward, but lacks cohesiveness

If one 90s nu-metal band has
managed to retain their integrity
and credibility, as the rest of the
acts from the decade have practi-
cally been laughed out of the
fickle industry, it’s the Deftones.

Acquiring a rabid fan base with
their infectious grooves, chunky,
roughhouse riffs and lead singer
Chino Moreno’s languidly haunt-
ing vocals, the Deftones have

stores now.

‘Saturday Night Wrist’ is the Deftones’ fifth studio album, and is in

By Brent Steven White/Assistant A&E Editor

become one of the biggest-selling
rock acts around. And they’re no
strangers to success: Five albums
into their 15-year career, little is
left for the Deftones to accom-
piish that they haven’t already

conquered.
The band’s last album, 2003’s
Defiones, featured the group

shifting modes and experiment-
ing with softer sounds by not

being afraid to explore more
sonic subtleties. But the album
also didn’t spawn any crushing
singles like its predecessor—
2000’s brilliant White Pony,
which debuted at number three
on the Billboard charts and gave
the band the huge FM hit
“Change.”

It's been three years since
we've heard anything new from
the Deftones, and by the looks of
things, these California natives
are beginning to grow apart

The band’s new album,
Saturday Night Wrist, is quite an
enigma of concepts and styles,
and a testament that the creative
Jjuice in this group may be run-
ning low. Lacking any semblance
of cohesiveness, much of the
album sounds like it was written
with two different objectives in
mind. .

Guitarist Stephen Carpenter
has always had a knack for thick
riffs, generally bringing _the
heavy approach to the band’s
music, while Moreno operates at
the opposite end of the spectrum,
bringing to the table his smooth,
semi-jazzy vocals that could eas-
ily fit with most Depeche Mode
songs.

On previous Deftones albums,
this polarity of styles blended
smoothly and created music that
was both experimental and acces-
sible. Most songs were cohesive.

But here, the differing styles
don’t mesh well with each other
and instead clash, creating songs
that fail to feel complete.

Consider the track “Beware.”
Carpenter 1s practically absent
from this song until the last
minute where a heavy, albeit out-
of-place, :iff comes out of
nowhere to end it. “Xerces” 1s
another example of differing
directions conflicting with each
other. Along with a dull refrain
and a melody that sounds out of
key, Carpenter’s contributions
feel out of place and disingenu-
ous to Moreno's vocals.

But Saturday Night Wrist's
worst moment comes with “Pink
Cellphone” which, in the begin-
ning, sounds like Euro-techno
trash, then segues into a
Freudian-inspired spoken-word
performance from Giant Drag’s
Annie Hardy. Hardy can barely
keep a serious tone when she
begins to talk about a “belief in
the one-two power,” and
“greasy, filthy hand jobs at truck
stop restrooms.” Hardy starts to
laugh, well, heartily when she
struggles to speak about “going
to the Hot Carling Academy to
learn how to butt fuck.” What a
stupid song

Yet this album does have a lit-
tle innovation. The brutal “Rats!
Rats! Rats!" features a crushing
riff reminiscent of something

one would hear on Meshuggah's
EP I. This song sounds like it
was written during the band’s
Around the Fur davs. Moreno's
ability as a vocalist really comes
through, as he simultaneously
sounds like Bono and Carcass
growling lead singer, Jeff
Walker. On this track, Moreno
proves to be a rock singer few
can keep up with.

Despite much of Saturday
Night Wrist sounding like it was
written by a band finding its
direction, it does feel like a step
forward from the Deftones’ last
effort.

And there’s something to be
said about doing things on your
own terms and by your dwn
standards—a dogma that the
Deftones have followed continu-
ously throughout their entire
career, and will likely follow in
the years to come.

bwhite@@chroniclemail.com

Deftones’ ‘Saturday
Night Wrist'
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Reviews | &
While Hot Fuss had a vV e

track list that fans could :

appreciate. the band might - Willie Nelson

have been trying a little Songbird

too hard on this album to

turn every song into a hit.

However, tracks like “This

River is Wild” and

Spicy and sweet like a fine
Tennessee bourbon,
Nelson’s latest album
proves some things just get
tastier with age. With soul-
ful covers of classics such
as “Amazing Grace,™ the
Grateful Dead’s “Stella

Like a Tennessee old-timer @ @ @

The Killers
Sam's Town

Califone
Roois and Crowns

strumming out.tunes and
spiting out chew, Califone
kaows How fo create great
music. Blending porch-
inspired folk with some
big bzad city blues, this
album stands out es orne of

their finest. Best enjoyed “Bones" come close to Blue” and Fleetwood
in front of an aquariura making the album worth it. Mac’s “Songbird,” it’s a
with a fat biunt. —M. Kroeck perfect blend of alt-country,

blues and honky-tonk

—M. Claire
’ sound. —J Fischer

Reading The New Yorker, This collection, though a Rolling Stone continues its

ol s one of the more sophisti- i A requirement for sonie - tradition of great in-depth
The New Yorker cated magazines, while Best American Magazine Writing cours- Ro“'"g Stone political reporting with its
Nov. 6 issue engaging in one of the Magazine Article es, is worthy of purchase ~ Nov. 2 issue. cover story cn why the

more unsophisticated acts ~ Writing of 2005 by any major. The stories* @~ ' 109th Congress is the

THE of humanity—taking a chosen are really spectac- worst i history. The fea-

|NEW YORKER

shit-—is in itself mind-
bloving. The Nov. 6 issue
has a decent commentary
about congressional elec-
tions and a good review of
the Borat movie, which
fits the lowbrow mood
perfectly. —C. Jakubowski

ular, and the writers are at
the top of their games.
Check out the profile on
Johnny Cash, “American
Communion,” but really,
all the stories are worth
reading.

. —M. Byrne

tire also includes profiles
of the top 10 most corrupt
representatives, including .
Illinois’ own Denris
Hastert. | recommend
picking this up before
Tuesday’s election.

~—K. Haburn

This comedy about befud-
dled New Yorkers works
as both a joyous celebra-
tion of sexuality and a
revolt against American

Its trailer is the best I've
seen. lts director is Todd
Field of In the Bedroom.
Its cast is excellent, includ-

The Breakup DVD
Directed by Peyton Reed

Don’t rent this expecting
a slapstick comedy. It is
funny in a more relatable
way—and with a solid

vy 9 v
Shortbus
Directed by John
Cameron Mitchell

Little Children
Directed by Todd Field

Red Aaerbach
Boston Celtice Coach

Rachel Bilson loves pigs

‘O.C." actress taking bigger role in show

Th are certain things that
Pach ilson can sav that nthers
could ell

Tak for example, Bilson's
repl 1 question about whether
she any of the campus rad
cal ¢ ical beliefs ¢scovered
by h haracter early in the
fourt wwon of “The () (

i a g Bebever i all of
th and | think tr ey ve
domie a good yob with every
thing the beiievers n." Bilson

Al ave a pzt bunny on the
vherw that helps the swareness
of ¢r ¢ by amirnals | don't eat
LS wse | love them, 5o there
are e 1ely some similaries
nh cobd ot sa hat we
dom 1 pivs because love
them 4 zpect oy got wway with
. Wl can Ferhaps that . why

she was also abre 1o tempeorarily
steal an older man from his preg
nant girlfriend n this summer 4
sudey The Last Kive without
wemimg ke a harpy  And per
hape that s why Bilsom je rendy to
dep ot as the fermale lend om

The (1 ¢ this fall in the afer

storvline. From beginning
to end, it captured the true
essencz of a serious rela-
tionship breakup. Enjoy
the Chicago backdrop.
And ike DVD has bonus
fearures that are worthy of
being called such

—J. Fischer

Puritanism. The film’s
warmth compensates for
its shallow characters, and
while its graphic sex is a
positive alternative to the
dismemberment of Saw 3,
some may claim it’s just as
stomach-churning.

—M._ Fagerholm

There vou were, Red,
smoking a big fat cigar
right ‘after another Celtic
victory wacs in the bag.
You are the imagé of*
NBA coaching, building 2
dyr.asty for the ages and
instilling Celtic pride. No
other coach will come
close to what you did
from 1950-1966. Your
legacy will live on, Red
—AM. Rubio

By Daniel Fienberg/MC
math of the moderately tragic
death of Mischa Barton’s Marissa
Cooper

Of rourse, Bilson would never
boast about taking control on the
Fox teen \oap

Mo, we defintely have a lot of
stroag single characters on our
show,” she snd 1 would never
think that my characte: 1s in that
position because everyone does
then tair share and has interesting
story hittes We have a really good
ferrale st ar well as male of
COur but yes, | think everyone
shires the limelignt 4o o speak

Certanly. no character on “ The
Od hire evol wd more than
Summer Poverts. A
Ay tackground Ngor

Yilson's
in the
pilen. Summer qoockly became
cast cegnlar, one bhall of the
show's most beloved couple and
tealth intellzet capable of
actoptance al Hiowe  This sen
son s arly eplsodes ae o show
case for ilson, as Swrioer denls
with the death of Fer best riand
I raally like the divection they

sort of pointed her in' Rilson

Y v 9 v v
Smashing pumpkins

‘Dealing with her best
friend's death, she turns into sort
of a tree-hugger, which | think is
nice to see on a TV show, espe-
cially with such a young audience
that it might raise awareness,”

In addition to testing new emo-
witers  with  Summer,
Bilson is dealing with a suddenly
hot film career She'll be pulling
double-duty this fall zipping
“The O.C." set to the
Canadian shoot of the new Doug
franchise pic
Ihat doesn’t mean, though, that
Hilson s pointing hersell in the

No not the band, the act!
In a recent drunken stu-
por, | had the urge to take
the pumpkins at my house
and destroy them. But [
quickly remembered |
wasn’t 14 anymore. So |
just punched my room-
mate in the face instead.
—B. White

Tumper

of her post-"O(

r
]

Carol Rossi Jug of

Wine
Chianti Wine

career

We don’t know that it's the
final  season, Pilson  said
We're just having a lot of fun
and trying to make the best sea
sof we can and go Trom there
N one thinks (s over and does
ot want it to be over, becalse we
have o really great thing and why
worild you want something like
tha! to end? So we're just doing
the best we can and having fun
duoing it

Raatel Bilson stars in Fix s 'The 0.6 The

at 8 p.n

ing Kate Winslet at her
finest. It’s a mesmerizing,
darkly funny portrait of
suburban adults stuck in
childhood. It’s a shame it
didn’t lose the annoying
narrator and tidy ending.
—M. Fagerhoim

Nothing settles my mind
after a stressful day like a
big ol’ glass of Carlo
Rossi Chianti wine. At
$8.99 2 jug, the brand
does a fine job of bring-
ing-mY noisy and busy
day down to 2 whispering
pight filled wiik visions
of daisy fields and fluffy
clouds.

—T. Brevne

N
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BOX OFFICE NOW OPEN!

Loving husband.
Devoted father.
Dedicated attorney.

So, why does he think
“he’s a whippet?

Directed by
Jeff Lee

One Way Out Productions

and QuietAgent.com
Present

Transference

el - ¢

Ever yﬂmuj is going lo be OK

The Mercury
Theater

3745 North Southport Avenue
(self and valet parking available)

NER PACKAGES AVAILABLE

with BLUE BAYOU and
CULLEN'S BAR & GRILLE

BOX OFFICE

(773) 325.1700

ticketmaster
(312) 902.1500
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For groups of 15
or more, call

(312) 423.6612

Transference-ThePlay.com
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Neo-Futurists seek audience input
.for new play

By Kim Driscoll/Staff Writer

An online questionnaire gauging
people’s likes and dislikes in a play is
asking for the survey taker's feclings
about violence and nudity; physical
humor; and -nclent, physical umor
done in the niude.

Greg Allen, founding direcior of
the Chicago-based Neo-Futurists, is
writing “You Asksd for It,” a play
based on Arnerica’s most and least
wanted plays, giving fans a chance to
see their ideas acted out on stage.

The company is an avant-garde
theatrical group that conveys the
actors’ personal experiences and
ideas by fusing current events, sport
and poetry in a non-illusory, interac-
tive performance.

Allen, an award-winning play-
wright, borrowed the concept for
“You Asked for It” from Russian
emigrant artist team Vitaly Komar
and Alex Melamid,
“America’s Most Wanted and
America’s Least Wanted” paintings.
The artists created ‘“People’s
Choice,” an exhibit in New York’s
Alternative Museum that reflects the
1993 survey results of 1,001 adults’
aesthetic prefererices and tastes in
paintings. Kemar and Melamid have
surveyed more than a dozen other
countries, including France, Kenya
and Russia, and have provided paini-
ings for those couatries, as well

Playwrights traditionally exarcise
artistic discr=tion by presenting, their
own ideas instcad of offering materi-
al based cn public demand.
our characters are our sclves” is
clearly shcwn on the Neo-Funurists
website.

The Neo-Fuiurists’ signature show,
“Too Much Liziit Makes The Baby
Go Blird,” vhich was writen by
Allen and tirst performed in 1988, 1s
the longest-mmning show n Chicago.
A montage of 30 plays presented in
60 minutes, “Tos Much Light
combines high-energy with audience
participation.

One af the group’s more s
plays, “20.687", recently op
with five acrors slowly dropping
sheets of paper to the floor thai con-
tained the names of troops wounded
in Irag, along with their injuries.
Meanwhile. between reading out
loud some of the listed injuries, the
narrator informed the audience that,
“They’re here with us but most have
trouble sleeping.” The play ended
with the narrator pointing to the
paper on the floor and asking, Do
any of these belong to you?”

“Yo6u Asked for It” will most like-
ly resemble *Tco Much Light...”
and other Neo-Futurists plays that
are all based on personal cxperi-
ences, mixing cormedy and drama

Greg Allen of

creators of

“All of

ke to see In a vlay

“It’s like brain candy ™ said Randy
Zea, a 26-year-old Northeastern
Illinois University student who took
the survey and looks forward to the
resulting play

Zea said most of the survey ques-
tions for “You Asked for It are
multiple chore, but thz open-ended
questions ailowed hun to detail his
likes and dislikes ir a pl

I think it's a great idea,” Zea said.
“I would like to see ii any of my
ideas are used.”

Stephanie Shaw, former Neo-
Futurist and Columbia Theater
Department faculty member, is also
interested in seeing what Allen will
do with the survey.

“This idea seems negligible
because acting out their personal
interests is what people have liked
about the Neo-Futurists,” Shaw said.
“They [the Neo-Futurists] don’t pan-
der to the audience, and that makes it
art and not a sitcom.”

However, some believe that Allen
is trying t make a statement about
why artists needs to work without the
infulence of a public audience.

Sean “Spike” McGuire, a junior
and Columbia theater major, said that
if “You Asked for [t” tums out to be
a bad idea, then “Allen will have
shown what can happen when you
don’t give us [actors] our full artistic
range.”

Shaw said -a Neo-Futurist survey
asking for puislic opinion about plays
is of interest because Allen has never
worried abou. what the pubiic wants.

“That's a huge cempliment [to
Allen] btecause it shovss he has an
authentic voice,” Shaw said. “I will
definitely gn se2 the new play.”

Dina Connolly, avvstic director for
“Too Muchk Tight...” ane Columbia
alumnae, said she ¢ excited about
“You Asked for " being added to the
Neo-Futunist currer -up

“Greg [Allen) ha ived about a
thousand su » far,” Connolly
said. “He 1s lx.lm_ to get [survey]
results from all fifty states and then
he will begin writing.”

Connolly said Ailen only lacks
input from about seven states. *“You
Asked for It" runs Jan, 25, 2007
through March 3, 2007.

Neo-Futurist fan and Chicago resi-
dent Gavin Meinschein is also look-
ing forward to possibly having input
for “You Asked for It.”

“I like the serious mixed with com-
edy that is portrayed im “Too Much

Light...” and would like to see the
same in the new play.” Meinschein
said.

chronicleeolum edu

the Nec-Futirigts invites the gener:! public io take a sur-

some of the answers

will be usen in the new play “You Asked for it.”
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Crossword

ACROSS 3 5 16 |7 |8 s [0 | [2 |3
1 Wholly absorbed
5 Neighbor of 14 15 i3
Sudan
9 Papas’ partners 4 15 i
14 Taj Mahal sile .
15 Kachina doll = @ &
maker 23 |24 25
16 Get up
17 Aircraft with 26 |27 23 29 |30 |31
pontoons | 5
19 French menu 32 33 (34 £
20 Tent stake
21 Quizmaster - a 2 e a0
Trebek
22 Detonation din 4 o L A %
23 Doled (out) % a7 a8 |49
25 Spy Mata
26 Turkish irn 50 51
28 Tyrant
32 Pre-coll. exams 52, |53 54 55 56 |57 |s8
33 Ho Chi Minh
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Sudoku By Michael Mepham
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column and 3-by-3
box (in bold
borders) contains

O W,

W Aj—= N

o,

avery digit 1 to 9.
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
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 Jessica Kartca, a 20-
~ year-old fashion design
major, tries to keep her
style hip and comfort-
~_able.

" “ltry to keep up with
stuff in magazines, as
much as my budget
allows me,” Kartca said.

When The Chronicle
ran into her on the
street she was wearing
a fleece jacket, worn
jeans and self described
“comfy” shoes.

Kartca enjoys clothes
from designers Marc
Jacobs and Zac Posen,
and her personal
“Project Runway” win-
., ner from'last season—
. Uli. '

“l hated Jeffrey, he
was so mean,” Kartca
said.

Andrew Nelles /The Chronicle

arascao

Aquarius (Jan, 21 -— Feb. 19):
Cottage isn't a cheese.

Aries (March 21 — April 20):
A heartless friend will expose
your super secret crush on
Helen Keller by whipping out
an erotic biography of her
book entitled Voices in the
Darkness.

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 — Dec.
21): Remember when you did
that one thing in your friend’s
apartment? Well, there was a
two-way mirror in the room
and everyone saw it,

Leo (July 24 -— Aug. 23):
Your sunshine, puppy dog,
rainbow worldview will come
crashing down on you when
you realize everyone makes
fun of you for calling “it" a
“b-rub"

Libra (Sept. 24 — Oct. 23): A
one night stand will take a turn
for the worse when you find
out they're into role playing as
a mime, It's a good thing
you're into gut punching,

Cancer (June 22 — July 23):
Your genitals will develop an
intelligence of their own,
which works out perfectly
when no one else wants to
play video games with you,
Slowly over time, however,
they will turn on you, forcing
you to do their bidding.

O
@
@
©
(1L

b ¢

Pisces (Feb 20— March 20):

+*

Taurus (April 21 — May 21):
Beware! Danger lurks around the
corner in the form of smooth jazz.
While standing in line at the gro-
cery store, you'll get lost in it,
slowly busting a move as if you're
a well-lubricated cat burglar.
You’ll become so entangled in the
bold saxophene solos that you'll
never snap out.

Scorpias(QOct. 24 — Nov. 22):
Whoever you may have a crush
on this week-—yeah, they're gay.
And if you're gay, they're
straight. And if you're bi, they're
a transsexual. And if you're into
fisting, they're into cuddling.

Virgo (Aug. 24 — Sept. 23):
You'll discover why your signifi-
cant other has “Man Candy" tat-
tooed above his/her butt,

Capricorn (Dec. 22 — Jan, 20): A
gust will blow 3rd Ward Alderman
Dorothy Tillman's magical hat oft’
of her head and onto yours, there-
by granting you all of her alder-
manic powers, which do include
the ability to fly.

Gemini (May 22 — June 21):
Topinka is not a medical term for a
woman's vapina,



. The Columbia Chmnicle| i 35

Apple Store - Columbia C.o’!legle

Take advantage of your Apple education discounts.

Meet the new and improved iPod family.

Fall Store Hours

Monday 10:00 am - 6:00pm
Tuesday 2:00pm - 6:00pm
Wednesday 1:00pm - 6:00pm
Thursday 2:00pm - 6:00pm
Friday 10:00 am - 6:00pm

Suite 224
33 East Congress Parkway
(312)-344-8622
applestore@colum.edu

iPod Nano starting at $149.00

iPod 30GB $249.00 2

iPod 80GB $349.00!

iPod shuffle
$§79.00

B —

For every $100 purchase, you can
enter to win an iPod speaker syster.
(expires November 15th)

free $15 iTunes Gift Card -
with purchase of this iPod

CO'“T,’?'L? f T @ Authorized Campus Store
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Exhibit offers
worldly menu

Chicago museum
showcases cultural
food consumption

By Beth Palmer
Staff Writer

While covering the war in
Iraq for Time magazine, photog-
rapher Peter Menzel became
frustrated with the Bush admin-
istration’s censorship of what
journalists were allowed to see
in the war-torn country.

To turn around this reeling of
helplessness. he and his wife,
writer Faith D’Aluisio, were
inspired to tell an uncensored
story to the world.

The 1dea for the couple’s fifth
book. Hungry Planet: What the
World Eats, came from a report
from the World Resources
Institute that said the number of
overfed people equaled the
number of underfed people for
the first time in history. The
book is now an exhibit at the
Museum of Science and
Industry. $7th Street and Lake
Shore Drive.

To publish the book. Menzel
said they took out a mortgage on
their house in Califorma and self-
funded their travel to 24 coun-
tries. In each country, the couple
stayed with a family to document
what they eat in a week. At the
end of their stav. Menzel took a
family portrait that included the
week's groceries.

The couple stayed with a total
of 30 families when they went
to several locations in the U.S.
and China.

The exhibit 1s four rooms of
Menzel's photos, enlarged to the

size of picture windows, dis-
played on vibrant orange walls.
Next to each family/food por-
trait is a list of the price and
description of their weekly food
purchases, categorized by food
type and added to total weekly
expenditures.

The exhibit also shows com-
parisons between the living con-
ditions and the amount, convert-
ed to U.S. dollars, each family
spends per week on food.

In the first room of the exhib-
it hangs a picture of a German
family of four that spends $500
a week on food, juxtaposed with
a family of nine in in Chad who

“I’'m concerned the
developing world is miss-
ing a step—nuftrition.”

—Faith D’ Aluisio, co-author
of Hungry Planet: What the
World Eats

spends $25 a week and a family
of six in a refugee camp in Chad
who spends $1.23 a week.

The pictures are coupled with
D’ Aluisio’s commentary about
how and why eating patterns in
the pictured country have
changed in the past 10 years.
Globalization 1s bringing fast
food to the underfed Philippines
and Africa, for example, but this
is only a new form of malnutri-
tion, D'Aluisio said.

“I'm concerned the develop-
ing world 15 missing a step—
nutrition,”” D" Aluisio said

Processed and  convenient
foeds are deceptive because
they appear to be cheaper,
Menzel sad. Bulk grocernies are

EVERY GENERATION HAS ITS
THIS ONE IS NO DIFFERENT.

Become stronger, smarier and mare prepared Lo

Rachael Strecher/The Chronicle

Erin Ramsey, 5, checks out the Hungry Planet exhibit on Nov. 2 at the Museum of Science and
Industry, 57th Street and Lake Shore Drive.

much cheaper in the long run,
but they take more time in the
kitchen, he said.

“There are certain trends
going on,” Menzel said. “Where
people have more income, they
move from basic staples to more
fat and sugar.”

Jill Coenen, 38, from
Wisconsin, said she found the
exhibit on China interesting.
The poverty of some of the fam-
ilies compared to the wealth of
others was thought-provoking,
Coenen said.

‘It's so eye-opening,” she
said. *It makes me feel blessed,
and 1 feel ashamed.”

But Coenen saidh she noticed
the families, no matter the quan-
titv of food in the picture, were
always smiling

EROES.

Visit or call an Army

face any challenge. With over 150 careers to

chanse frum, the Army 15 your chance to make a

difference in your life and 1 the Tuture of your

country Find out how you can become An Army 0!

One at GOARMY. COM or call 1-800-USA-ARMY

_ recruiter today to

find out about
Tuition Assistance
and Reimhursement

Where: 1239 N. Clybourn Ave. Suite 226 Chicago, IL
When: Call or visit yeur Army recruiter today
Who: Sgt. 1st Class Jorge Villalobos (312) 202-0430

AN ARMY OF ONE'

(v.8.ARMY)

Anne Rashford, director of
temporary exhibits at the muse-
um, said the exhibit fit right in
with the museum’s history of
bringing in real and educational
material.

“It’s important to understand
that we are what we eat,”
Rashford said. ¥

The exhibit’s reputation for
being popular with children was
attractive to the museum
becavse a huge percentage of
the museum’s audience is
school groups, Rashford said.

“A lot of us are doing a real
disservice to our children,”
D’Aluisio said .in reference to
increased dietary health prob-
lems among American children.

D’Aluisio said she is pleased
to hear children are taking inter-
est in the exhibit because tastes
and eating habits are developed
during childhood.

“Food is a comimen.denomi-
nator; everyone -cam. unm er-

stand,” Menzel said. &

=

chronicle@colum. edu

Rachael Strecher; The Chronicle

Jalermn Copa, 9, checks out the exhibit Nov, 2 with his mom,
Linda, Hungry Planet will be on display until Jan. 2.
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when you open a FREE Checking Account
at Dearborn Location only.*
47 W. Polk Street, Chicago

B-e part of oUr family.

47 W. Polk Street, Chicago - Dearborn Station
180 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago
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Holiday travel prices
jump as demand climbs

By Julie Johnsson/MCT

The 2006 holiday travel season is shaping
up as costly and crowded for passengers
headed to popular tourist destinations.
Aviation experts expect a record number of
travelers - to take to the skies this
Thanksgiving and Christmas, besting the
previous peak travel crush seen in 2004.

Those who’ve procrastinated in booking
trips to Florida and other vacation hot spots
are in for sticker shock.

Experts say in general that discounted
holiday fares will be about 10 percent high-
er than last holiday season. But more signif-
icantly, those cheap seats are hard to find,
leaving travelers with the disheartening
prospect of paying full fare.

Economy-class, round-trip seats from
Chicago to Orlando, for example, are selling
in the $600-$700 range, and even as much
as $1,311, for travel between Christmas and
New Year’s, according to BestFares.com.

Even the best round-trip fare on discount
carrier Southwest Airlines tops $528. Those
smart enough to have booked early paid half
that amount. The reason for the pinch is that
most major airlines have curbed the number
of flights they offer within the U.S. over the
past two years, and now supply simply
exceeds demand. That’s enabled carriers to
hike fares about 20 times since early 2005,
travel experts say, while also reducing the
number of deeply discounted seats that they
offer during peak trave! periods.

With price wars not as frequent and con-
sumers eager to fly, the airlines are enjoying
their best business performance since Sept.
11. United Airlines, for example, this week
recorded its second consecutive. quarter of
profitability.

“Obviously, fares are tied to demand and
demand is strong,” said Robin Urbanski,
spokeswoman for United Airlines.

A hallmark of the turnaround 1s that for
the first time since the Sept. 11 attacks, large
numbers of travelers locked in vacation
plans months in advance of their travel date

“I'm not having any luck right now,”
said Evanston, Il resident Stacy Gardner,
27, who has scoured the Internet for the
past month looking for affordable
Thanksgiving fares tc Jacksonville, Fla
“It’s kinda frustrating.”

Passengers willing to brave the higher
prices should also prepare for crowded
planes and longer security lines in airports,
particularly as infrequent fliers navigate
new carry-on rules.

“It’s probably going to be a record holi-
day travel year,” said airline expert Terry
Trippler, predicting many cheek-by-jowl

experiences. “it’s definitely a
neighbor’ travel season.”

Holiday travel remains robust even
though some economists expected the slow-
ing economy to dampen demand. The
strong holiday market reflects a return to old
buying patterns of travelers moving early
very early—to snap up the lowest fares
Customers of Chicago’s Windy City Travel
Inc:, for example, started booking year-end
trips as early as this March, said Gary Trick,
the travel agency’s manager.

“We're definitely seeing a rise in pre-
bookings for holiday travel,” added Steve
Weiner, chief operating officer of FCM
Bannockburn Trave!l. “It’s becn strong since
Labor Day.”

As a result, passengers who grew accus-
tomed to picking up last-minute holiday
deals in the years after the Sept. 11 attacks
are in for a surprise. “Leisure fares are prob-
ably, on average, $30 to $35 higher than
they were a vear ago,” said Trippler, of
My VacationPassport.com. “So, a $300 tick-
et may be going for $330. But when people
£o to book it, they find the only fare avail-
able is $800 to $900.”

Good deals are still available, travel
experts say. But to get them. customers must
be willing to move their trips to times when
school is in session and families are still at
home.

Round-trip fares from Chicago to
Orlando, for example, drop to $184 for trav-
el the week of Jan. 9. according to
BestFares.com.

“If you haven’t made your reservations
and want to travel on the [peak] demand
days, then expect to pay more money,”
said Tom Parsons, CEO and founder of
BestFares.com. “My suggestion is you
send a Christmas card and travel after the
holidays:”

Airline and security officials say they plan
to beef up staffing during the busiest travel
times this Thanksgiving and Christmas to
avoid a replay of the long lines and over-
flowing lobbies that plagued travelers last
year.

The Transportation Security
Administration, which oversees airport
security, will also pass out fliers to update
passengers of the new security rules before
they get into security lines.-Passengers are
allowed to carry toiletries onto flights, pro-
vided the goods weigh no more than three
ounces and are contained in a single,
quart-sized, Ziploc bag.

Trick, of Windy City Travel. suggests that
passengers arrive two and a half hours in

- advance of international departures and at
least 90 minutes before scheduled domestic
departure times to ensure they don’t miss
their flights. It’s better to have too much time,
he added: *You can 2lways sit back and have
a cup of coffee or enjoy a glass of wine.”

!

‘love thy

A United Airlines flight approaches O'Hare Internationai Airport Oct. 31. Many

airlines have hiked rares within the last
to come by.

year. making cheap holiday seats hard

-
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ATTENTION STUDENTS!

FOR THE TIME EVER SAA IS OFFcRING STUDENTS
SURVIVAL KITS DURING FINALS WEEK! MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR FRIENDS ONE!

FINAL EXAMS SURVIVAL KITS!

Kits include: Granola bars, Lipton chicken soup, Poptarts. Popcorn, Gum,
Stress Ball, Pencils, Candy, Nuts, Post- it notes. Energy Energizer with
ginseng, and much more! Upgrade gift cards from Starbucks and Target
are also available. Each kit comes in a nylon sport bag with a free mes-
sage for the student!

FOR ORDER FORM GO TO FOLLOWING LINK:
http://www.colum.edu/Student_Life/0SOL/SAA/index.php

BASIC KIT IS ONLY $20
GIFT CARD UPGRADE

TARGET$10
SAA@COLUM.EDUVU STARBUCKS $ 10

312-344-6655 STUDIOUS $8
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Urban Excursions: Greek Town

By Jenifer K. Fischer
Managing Editor

Just west of the Loop lies a
taste of the Mediterranean—feta
cheese, savory olive oil, delicate
lamb. Chicago’s Greek Town,
though relatively small on the
scale of Chicago neighborhoods,

boasts big flavor.

What started out as an enclave
of Greek immigrants now com-
prises a blend of inhabitants of
varying ages and -ethnicities.
However, the original Greek
presence remains proudly on dis-
play in the neighborhood busi-
nesses. Bright blue and white
Greek flags adorn area restau-
rants and shops, as does Greek
writing.

Surely you’ll think of the
movie My Big Fat Greek
Wedding as you walk by the
many neighborhood eateries.
Then you’ll be transported back
to ancient times when you spot
the pillared pavilion at Halsted
and Monroe. It’s an area as color-
ful as its on-screen depiction and

Andrew Nelles/The Chronicle

Left: Roditys Restaurant, 222 S. Halsted St., is one of many color-
fully decorated buildings in the Greek Town neighborhood. Right:
The corner of Halsted and Van Buren streets is one of many loca-
tions in the neighborhood displaying Greek-themed architecture.
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is as magnificent as the stone
structure you'll pass.

Stepping into Greek Islands,
200 S. Halsted St., makes you
feel as though you've left
Chicago—and the country for
that matter. Faux cobblestone
floors, balconies and shuttered
windows create a village-like
decor. The restaurant serves tradi-
tional fare such as feta and
spinach pie, gyros and dol-
mades—grape leaves stuffed
with rice, ground meat and
herbs—Greek wines and fresh
Mediterranean seafood at moder-
ate prices.

Other neighborhood dining sta-
ples include Zorbas House
Restaurant, 301 S. Halsted St., an
authentic Greek favorite amongst
college students on a budget;
Greektown Gyros, 239 S. Halsted
St., a great place for a quick gyro;
and Pegasus Restaurant, 130 S.
Halsted St., a more expensive sit-
down establishment offering tra-
ditional Mediterranean dishes.

Pan Hellenic Pastry Shop, 322
S. Halsted St., entices you with
rich Greek coffee, flakey baklava
and sugary Greek wedding cook-
ies. Artropolis Bakery and Cafe,
306 S. Halsted St., also serves up
fresh bread and Greek pastries, or
if you’re so inclined, regional
entrees, salads and soups.

Nearby, the Hellenic Museum
and Cultural Center, 801 W.
Adams St., provides a glimpse
into the lives of Greek Americans
past and present. In addition to
exhibits, the. facility provides a
place for live experiences such as

|
Andrew Nelles/The Chronicle

Above: Customers enjoy their meals at Greek Islands Restaurant,
200 S. Halsted St. Below: Employees prepare food at the restau-
rant, which imports many authentic ingredients from Greece.

lectures, as well as dance and
musical performances.

Though dining dominates,
Greektown provides an enjoyable
shopping experience as well.
Athenian Candle Co., 300 S.
Halsted St.,
candles and trinkets of religious
and secular  significance.
Greektown Gift and Music, 330

Experiencei PC

that |

define

peddles an array of

Andrew Nelles/The Chronicle

S. Halsted St., has a substantial
inventory of CDs in addition to
Greek gifts, cookbooks and art.

Getting to Greek Town from
Columbia takes little time. Take
the Blue Line to UIC and walk
two blocks north. Opa!

Jfischer@chroniclemail.com

Join us to experience first-hand the ultimate in PC gaming.

¢ Compete in head-to-head mini-tournaments on the latest
NVIDIA nForce® motherboards and GeForce® graphics cards

* Win NVIDIA® prizes

* See cutting-edge live demos

Saturday, November 11, 2006

Fry’s Electronics | Chicago

3300 Finley Road, Downers Grove (Do

open at Sam)

RSVP now to enter into an exclusive onsite prize giveaway at

wwwLnvidia.com/Res:
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Artitsts interpret
Dalai Lama’s
vision in exhibit
By Rashauna C. Hull

Staff Writer

More than 88 artists from 30
countries came together recently
to spread a message that tran-
scends borders: peace.

“The Missing Peace: Artists
Consider the Dalai Lama,” now
showing .at the Loyola
University Museum of Art, 820
N. Michigan Ave., is an interna-
tional multimedia art exhibition
that is intended to inform the
public of the urgency of world
peace and exemplify the princi-
ples of the Dalai Lama.

The exhibit brings together
celebrated and emerging artists,
such as Americans Chuck Close
and Bill Viola, who were chosen
based on their previous artworks
of peace and unity. Featured art
media includes fiber art, paint-
ing, photography, animation,
video, installation, sculpture,
electronic and performing art.

“When we look at TV there is
a lot of news about disasters and
war, but we need more news
about peace,” said Salustiano
Garcia, an artist from Seville,
Spain, who created the piece
“Time to Destroy, Time to
Connect.” “The one way to
spread peace for an artist is
through a beautiful painting.”

One piece at the exhibit is a

ing in peace

15-minute musical composition
by Dyuichi Sakamoto called
“Sonic Madala,” which has
Tibetan singers accompany his
piano playing.

Many visitors feel enlightened
by the spirituality of the exhibit.

“Most artwork [outside of this
exhibit] I’ve seen is horrific,”
said Sherly Budnik, a viewer of
the exhibit, from Comstock,
Mich. “I came here to find beau-
ty and peace.”

The show lends its name to
the 14th Dalai Lama, birth name
Lhamo Thondup, who is both
the spiritual leader and head of
state of Tibet, which has been
under Chinese control since
1950.

The Dalai Lama tried to free
Tibet of Chinese rule while cre-
ating peace between the two
countries and throughout the
world. In 1989, he was awarded
the Nobel Prize for Peace for his
nonviolent approach,

His principles and teachings
are reflected in the two founda-
tions ‘that organized the exhibi-
tion, the Dalai Lama Foundation
and the Committee of 100 for
Tibet. The mission of the Dalai
Lama Foundation is to spread
peaceful and ethical education
based on the principles of the
Dalai Lama, and the Committee
of 100 for Tibet is mission is to
focus on peaceful resolutions
for Tibetans.

“We decided to spread his
message through the arts

because the arts have a way of
touching people on an interna-
tional level,” said Darlene
Markovich, the executive direc-
tor of the exhibit. “Regardless of
our race, gender, religious back-
ground, we are all one.”

The exhibit runs through Jan.
15. For more information on
prices and museum hours, visit
www. luc.edu/luma/.

chronicle@colum.edu

Keith Bishton/The Chronlcle
Pam Martmez studies a piece at the ‘The Missing Peace:
Artists consider the Dalai Lama’ at the Loyola UmverSIty
Museum of Art, 820 N. Michigan Ave. "

Early morning row

David Miller, from the Lincoln Park Boat Club, 2200 N. Cannon Drive, rows along Uincola..
Park Lagoon during the early morning hours on Nov. 1.

-7~ eith Bishton/The Chronicle
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Photographer captures aftermath of 9/11

Exhibit chronicles
months following
2001 disaster

By Rashauna C. Hull
Staff Writer

Joel Meyerowitz was one of the
many photographers who traveled
to ground zero to capture the after-
math of the Sept. 11, 2001 tragedy
through his camera lens.

While at ground  zero,
Meyerowitz slowly raised his
camera to his face to take a picture.
He suddenly was tapped on his
shoulder by a policewoman, who
told him he could not take a photo-
graph. For the officer, ground zero
was a crime scene off limits to the
public.

“When she poked me and told

Z ‘Aftermath: Inside the Forbidden City, is at the Newber

me I could not take a picture on a
public sidewalk, I telt like she did
not bave the right to do that”
Meyerowitz said. “It was this
experience that made me realize
thai the government was. trying to
limit our knowledge of what
occurred at ground zerc.”

Compelled to document the
aftermath of 9/11, Meyerowitz
went on to create an 8,500-piece
photographic aichive of ground
zero. Part of this collection can be
viewed at a new exhibit in
Chicago.

Entitled “Aftermath: Inside the
Forbidden City, * the 9/11 photog-
raphy showcase is part of the 2006
Chicago Humaniues Festival. This
exhibit is currently being shown at
the Newberry Library. 606 W.
Walton St.

" Rachael Strecher/
rv Library, 60 W. Walton St..

Meyerowitz’s exhibit reflects
more contemporary American
history.

“There are, of course, many sig-
nificant photographs within the
history of photography that docu-
ment the aftermath of war, the
landscape of battlefields, as well as
the sentiment and glory of the
heio,” said Catherine Gass, pho-
tographer for the Newberry
Library. “There is no doubt that the
images produced from September
11th will do the same.”

The 28 large-scale, full-color
photographs mounted on the walls
of the R.R. Donelley Center at the
library chronicle the painful, slow
recovery of ground zero over a
nirie-month period.

““The photographs are very grip-
ping and realistic,” saild Tim

he Chronicle
until Nov. 12.

Photographer Joei Meyerowitz captured images of ground zero after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks:

Travers, an associate member of
the Newberry Library, who visiied
the exk:ibit because of its intrigu-
ing title

One of the photographs, called
“Flags o the Facade of the World
Financial Center” shows flags on
the World Financial Center that
appear to be buming. Actually,
they are distorted to look smoky
and the bright lights in the win-
dows of the center resemble
fl Another photograph cap-
tures several firefighters searching
througt: the debris of the North
Tower ior remains,

Many “Aftermath:
Inside the Forbidden City™ appre-
ciated the peignant photography of
ground zero.

“It's a different view from what
we usually see, which is the actual

visitors of

crashing of the planes,” said Jan
Holzheimer.

Lawrence Weschler, the CHF
artistic director, selected

Meyerowitz as the featursd artist
since his work is relevant to the
festival’s theme: peace and war.

The Newberry is not the first
place Meyerowitz has exhibited
his Sept. 11 works. In 2002 the
Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs of he U.S.
Staie Department asked him to
crezte  an exhibition called
“After September 11 Images
from Ground Zero.”

Iti the three years following
its creation,-nearly four million
people from more than 200
cities and 60 countries, includ-
ing Afgharistan, Peru and China
viewed the exhibit.

Rachael Strecher/The Chronicle
Photographer Joel Meyerowitz

took more than 8,500 photos

of the aftermath of 9,/11.

After  his  world tour,
Meyerowiiz published a book in
September 2006 to coincide with
the fifth anniversary of 9/11 called
Aftermath: Worid Trade Center
Archive

He hopes that people will see
the importance and value of
ground  zero through his
“Aftermath: Inside the Forbidden
City” exhibit .

“Go there without prejudgment,
just te see as if vou were getting a
free pass to grourd zero,”
Meyerowitz said.

Joel Meyerowiiz will speak at
the Art instituiz of Chicago,
Fullerton Auditorium, 111 S.
Mickigan Ave., ifrerm 10:30 to
11:30 am. Nov. 2. Admission
is 85; free for students

chrenicie(@colum.edu

£ ¢ 441 5451 7

S EANNERRNAANNU AR AR A AN AAA AR N

TELY LS TEEITEY

DENTS & FACULTY:

Extra
=)
5%
Off
OUR EVERYDAY
LOW PRICES

On Most FILM: INKS:
INKJET PAPER: AUDIO,
DV, or VIDEO TAPE:
PAPER; CHEMISTRY: &
OTHER SUPPLY Purchases.

Third

(,I](_,I'Elll(')ﬂ

Same Family Ownership

Nikon D70s Digital SLR Camera

Ferformance capable of capturing all the action in stride

+ 6.1 effective megapixel CCD offers clear and sharp resolution

- Near-instant power-up enables you to shoot after a mere 0.2 second

+J.arge 2-inch LCD monitor clearly displays images and menu
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County:

County government
19th largest overall
in United States

Continued from Back Page

Science Department at the
University of Illinois at Chicago.
Along with its $3.1 billion budget,
Simpson said the county has three
main functions that inciude pro-
viding free heaithcdre at three
county hospitals and 30 clinics for
people without health insurance,
running the Cook County court
system, county jail and Sheriff’s
Department and maintaining the
68.000 acres of forest preserves.

Simpson, who served as a
Chicago alderman for the 44th
Ward during the 1970s, said the
county receives its funding from
property taxes, sales taxes and part
of a person’s income taxes.

The board has 17 district com-
missioners who oversee the vari-
ous healthcare, judicial and park
services. While there’s currently a
vacant commissioner seat in the
4th District, all the positions are up
for election, according to the Cook
County Clerk’s Office. The Cook
County Board of Commissioners
website counted 138 municipali-
ties and around £.3 million people
within its borders.

While multiple municipalities
reside within Cook County, the
government does not run like a
city or village hall.

“County govermnment is an
administrative arm of the state,”
said David K. Hamilton, chair of
the Political Science and Public
Administration Department at

Demaocratic Cook County Board
presidential candidate Todd

Stroger 1s trying to switch from
City Hall to county government

Votmg.
Parties claim votes

for Greens come
from both sides

Continued from Back Page

[green voters| pull aside from one
party or the other,” Gibbons said
“I's people that are not really
loyal to a party, and | can't say it's
more democratic of republican ™
Polls shiow the Grreen Party can-
didate recerving support from both

Demaocrats  and  Kepublicans,
accordmg 1o Dave Sacks office
manager for Whitney s ¢ amgaIgn

It's commg pretty evenly
from  peaple  who  leniified
sromgly as ohe of the two insjor
parties” Sacks sanl “We've gt

platform potmions and issues that
Rich Whitney i< rusning on that
are appealing 1o both Democrats
and Republicans, liberals and

comservatives
Potitieal scienfists, however,
wigiie the similarities betwesn the

Coreen Party and the Dermiccratic

Roosevelt University, “whereas
{local residents] goyern their com-
munities and decide what should
be done.”

Hamilton, said the state is
responsible for handling certain
services like healthcare and: the
Jjudicial system but delegates these
duties to the Cock County govern-
ment. He also said the county con-
trols the unincorporated areas
within its borders too.

Each candidate is trying to
use these services to convince
voters they are most qualified
for the position of Cook County
Board president.

“I think that our message of
equa! rights for all citizens of
Cock County, fair treatment of
woraen m oui healthcare system
[and] sensible gun control is res-
onzting with the voters,” Koehler
said.

For Peraica’s camp, convinc-
ing the veters that he is right for
the job includes defending the
candidate’s character. Kohn said
Stroger’s “right-wing conserva-
tive™ label of Peraica is nothing
but a2 smokescreen; in fact, he
said. both candidates are not
going to change abortion servic-
es at the county hospitals and
not tamper with the same-sex
couple benefit registry..

“1 think voters are reahizing that
guns. gays and abortions are not
what this election is about,” Kohn
said. “It's about corruption, it’s
about high taxes, it’s about gov-
emment that serves the pzople.”

For more information on each
candidate, visit strogerforpresi-
dent.com and votetony(6.com

ekasang a chroniclemail com

Repunlican Coor County Board
prezidential candidate Tony
Peraica wants to peccre the
st GOP county head in

al roz.? 40 yE”)'b

l’an) c.n, n hcn crise a shift
among voters who may bave typi-
cally voted along Democratic
Paity Ines

Chris Mooney, professor of
political studies at the University
of Nhnos at Springfield, said
political  ideologies  can  be
explained as a bell-shaped curve,
Muinstream  Democratic  and
Kepublican views are in the mid-
dlz. while more extreme, or nar-
row views are represented at the

curva's wnls on the left or right
Arytime an extreme lefl or right
vit didaie enters a race, voters on

the tals ¢an be less atirncled to
manstream candidates in the mid
dls, Maomey sitid

hough Blagojevich i leading
by 1010 15 percent in preliminary
petis, remmining undecided voters
mnd voter dissatiafaction lsnves the
outcome of the gubernmtorial race
n Guestion to many experts

Scandals surrounding
Wiagojevieh's indicted fundralser
fony Rerka and convicted former
Gov. George Bysn's associstion
with Topinka fight make both
condidmtes unfavorable o voters,
Mupmey anid

wmlnlhewarﬂ in ﬂhlchheouhehpollmm
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Source: Board of Election commissioners, Cify of Chicago .

i\"k Two poll watchers per candldate*
: '@T\uvo poll watchers per polltlcal,psm:y"'r

One poll watcher per qualified civic organization

One poll watcher for proponents
and opponents to a proposition

Joshua Covarrubias/The Chronicle

was denied legal access from the
state because it did not have some
variety of the term “the prevention
of election fraud” in its mission
statement, said Richard Means, an
Oak Park attorney who specializes
in election law.

Illincis law is still more gener-
~ous toward independent organiza-
‘tions than most other states, Burt
said. Most states only allow indi-
viduals with credentidls from
political parties or candidates to be
poll watchers.

“Obviously with the current and
historical €lection [problems] that
have come up in Illinois, I'm sure
that there would be non-partisan
observers who would love to sit
and watch it unfold,” she said.

With civic organizations still
only being allowed one poll
watcher per precinct, compared to
the maximum of four a political

Poll watching:
Civic organizations
allowed 1 watcher;
parties get up to 4

Continued from Back Page

lllinois law grants each polulcal
party two poll watchers for every
precinct, with an additional two
per candidate who is running in
the district. In Chicago, one of the
two poll watchers must be regis-
tered to vote in the ward in which
he is observing,.

State law also allows one poll
watcher per precinct for independ-
ent civic organizations. In order
for a group to be considered eligi- *
ble for poll watching, it must go
through a series of legal hurdles
before receiving authorization party znd its candidate can have
from the state. For example, any combiied, some shady political
organization must be at a level of maneuvering and tactics can
involvement in the investigation become commonplace on election
or prosecution of election fraud day For example, “vote buying”
that satisfies the state Board of is a complaint that comes up every
Elections so ofien

I'he authorization, however, can “Somebody stands outside the
ke:p some organizations from polling place, handing out a piece
engaging in poll watching. For of literature,” Means said, “and
example, in the 2004 election, the  when the voter comes out and
Ilinois League of Women Voters  reports that h2 voted the way he

was told, they give him a dollar,
two dollars, five dollars or a turkey
or ham. That’s not at a!l unusual.”

The Chicago Board of Elections
receives thousands of complaints
about poll watchers on election
day, but most of them are minor.
Means said while e was in charge
of the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s election fraud prosecu-
tions, 107 poll watchers were con-
victed of felonies over the span of
five years.

While ¢ivic organizations need
to be granted access for poll
watchers, political parties only
need a name on the ballot, and the
participants do not need any type
of training or experience in elec-
tions or election law. While par-
ties and candidates tend to send <
their most knowledgeable and sea-
soned experts to-precincts where
they predict a tight vote, for the
most part. the only qualification
necessary is political allegiance or
knowing the right people.”

“If you went down to the Stroger
campaign they would probably say

‘Who sent you?™" Means said. .
“And if you didn't have a good
answer for them or you say nobody
sent you they would reply with the
standard Chicago reply, *We dan't
want nobody nobody sent.™

Jaworski@chroniclemail com

““There’s a lot of pcnple that are
lovking for the ‘none-of-the-
above' button,” Mooney said,
“Therefore here comes Rich
Whitney in this situation ... so
he's going to reap the reward of
that.”

Whitney's reward might be that
if he achieves at least § percent of
the vote, the Green Party will be
entitled to an automatic slot on the
ballot during the next election
cycle, according to Dan White,

“Politics in Illinois is not
ahout ideology. It's about
where [you are] going to
pour the concrete [and]
who gets to give their idiot

brother<in-law a job."

of winring this election.

The Green Party recognizes the
difficulty present when trying to
run u relatively unknown candi-
date against an incumbent.

“People do stick with what they

message out a lot more ... people
are more than open to the idea of
another candidate and another
political party,” Sacks said. “Some
people say "Oh all politicians are
crooks, [sof go with the crook you
know rather than the one you
don't."™

On a much larger scale, the
desire among voters o maintain
the status quo is part of the prob-
lem within an inherent twosparty
system, according to Lisa Disch, a
professor of political science at the
University of Minnesota,

“Our system (8 espectally unfors
piving to volers' attempts (o get
more diversity for themselves and
their politieal cholees,” Disch said.
director of the linois State Poard  “There are many ways that the
of Flections fWospary  system ma Itselt

Whitney has a very good  against third-party bwn\“
chance of achieving 5 to 10, per- Aceording to Sacks, Whithey's
vent of the vote Nov. 7, Jackson  participation n thix election can
sl but haw no realistic chanee  help change o twosparty Lostem in

Chris Mooney, professor of
ltienl studies ot the
Intversity of Ilinols ut
Springfield

know, but as we're getting our

need of balance. Substantial com-
petition would mean a vietor could
come out on top of the aces with
20 or 30 percent of the vote, rather
than the 1 percent required of the
two-party set up, he said.

The lack of competition makes
it much ensier for the two-party
system to thrive year after m £
Disch added. y

“Unless a race is mpﬂiﬁw. a
third party can't make a mark
[and] it can't influence the kind of
iuues that the major parties take
up.” Disch said. “The races should
be compﬂitiw because this is a
democracy.” ;

Mooney, predicts that " W
campaigning will likely get hh ;
into double-digits on election | %
which will be unusual for a :
party candidate in a Nom
state like Hlinois.

“Palities in Hiinois is not M
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City Beat Editor
If you find yourself too apathet-

- ic to vote this Tuesday, but care

deeply about the couatry and

~ where it’s headed, then why don’t

you evaluate your options? If vot-
ing isn’t the solution, is it really

- possible that not voting is?

I sympathize with vou non-vot-
ers, I really do. Sometimes when 1
take stock of the political system, 1

~ too feel depressed, desolate and
* deflated. But despair not, for there

is still the hope for revolution!

-~ Now I don’t want to advocate ter-
~rorism or anything, but there is a

reason we have the Second

~ Amendment and more checks to

_ balance than our asses can cash.

- founding

After all, it was one of our
fathers, Thomas
Jefferson, who said “the tree of lib-
erty must be refreshed from time to
time with the blood of patriots and
tyrants.” Jefferson meant, although
he may not have said it in these
same words, that when people
grow so dissatisfied with the gov-
emment and the public’s desire for
reform is not being actualized, one
must take drastic action. The pub-
lic must do whatever is neccesary
to bring about the change them-
selves and yes, that can include
killing, murdering and maiming.

A lot ‘has changed., since

Jeﬁ'erson’sald that \M' have a
globaiized world with a-few more
billion people, "so an armed
takeover mayv be difficult, especial-
ly considering, citiZens can’t own
tanis or worklng bazgokas.. But
politicians have changed as well
and so have their mindsets. Instead
of being passionate rich men vying
for pcw'*r and irfluence to bring
aboul change, they have. become
raacus and sr?vengmg
scoundrels who will stop at noth-
ing to fill their goblets vith biood
before it hiis the tree’s trank.

Politicians have mutated into
conniving and grossly oui-of-
touch rich men znd women bid-
dging 2t celebrity and fame. Their
utter sack of intensity and fire has
them noarding the passion of the
“people and claiming it for them-
seives. There was a time when
politicians and statzsmen actually
beheved in Vioisht and bloody rev-
olutlons when voting wasn’t doing
the trick.

_ The time of real passion in.can-
didates is gone, and in its place is
bitching and moaning about bitch-
ing and roaning. In its place is the
stiff. posture of Todd Stroger and
the rigid Smugness of Jice Birkett,
Topinka’s lieuterant governor.

In 1858, Abe Lincoln and
Stephen Douglas had seven smo-
tionaily charged debates for one of
Nlinois’ U.S. Senate seats. During
those impassioned debates,  the
candidates spcke for hours with
the race’s historical sigrificance in
mind. This year, our lovely candi-
dates.for governor in lilinois, only
managad one foimal debate and it
dida’t even include Green Party
candnjate Rich VJhnr.ey He did,
howev_er manage 10 get about half

E Mlinois Demccratic Gov. Rod Blagnjevich chats w.th reporters

“at Chicago's Columbus Day parade on Oct. 9, Ths incumbent

_’\mll face Republican and Green

par'y "a"dlda 28 on qu /_

Republican gubernatorial challenger Juc ) Bdar Toplnka peaks
at a press conference on Nov. 1. Prior < juraping into the race,
Tooinka served as lllinois’ Treasurer, >

the time Judy Barr Topinka got last
week on WTTW's televised sit-
down with the candidates for gov-
emor, which Rod Blagojevich was
toc busy to attend.

Hearing Topinika or Blagojevich
speak about political office is like
listening to stock brokers discuss
when and where to buy and sell
shares. They pander to demo-
graphics and are devoid of sinceri-
ty. Truth is, if someone were to
mention revolation to them
because of their lack of effort, they
would laugh that person off the
face of the earth and maybe even
have them arrested.

In actuality, though, maybe the
time for resistance is upon us. If
not now, when will there ever be a
time for revolution? With so many
issues in the political spectrum
becoming skewed and misguided,
it seems like bureaucrats are inten-
tionally tuming voters off.

According to a recent Chicago
Sun-Times article, nearly $160
miilion has been spent on negative
carnpaign ads and only $17 million
on positive ads. This is alarming,
no: because of the discrepancy
between money spent on negative
ads compared to positive ones, but
because candidates are spending
$177 million on campaign ads.

Negative campaigning is part of
the game; if one opponent
deserves to be ridiculed, then so be
it. That is nothing new. This is
about using hundreds of millions
of idollars for frivolous publicity;
chances are candidates would get
much better exposure by partici-
pating in debates.

Across the country there is a
strange push to replace paper bal-
lots with electronic ‘ballots. Some
say this effort is being undertaken
so that evidence can be destroyed,

others sav it’s happening bacause it
will b2 quicker and easier. Meither
side’s arguifent is entirely true, but
whet is true is that for some reason
we can’t seem to count var2s with-
out having trouble. It ma- be time
to erect a giant board in each
municrpality so that residents can
come and place a dash nex: to their
candidaie of choice so *he entire
public zan se: the votes.

Another issue that may give
non-voters reasonable ammunition
is that electior: day is not 21 holiday.
This fact is, by all accounts,
absolutzly ridiculous! The United
States of America, the symbol and
beacon of hope, freedom. liberty
and ali that pther crap can’t seem
to give its ciiizens the day off to
vote, but it can give people the day
off after Thanksgiving to shop?
Give me a break, if this isn’t rea-
son to revolt, I don’t know what is.

Ir each of these issues there is an
obvious effort on behalf of the
potiriciens and government to
mazre voters feel insignificant and
dumb. The public deba‘e about
each issue inisses the peint entire-
ly. Saying there are probizins with
campaigning, the voting system
anc demacratic process is fike say-
ing al warming is a real
threat-—i’s Got even a question,
ction,
wko say they don’t vote
beceuse it coesn’t do ‘znything
impiy tn2t they want to take part in
somi cthang thut does. The-2fore, if
yo: a2 pissect and won' vote, do
what the Founding Fathers would
have , done—take revcenitionary
action against the powers. that be.
Thg_chyiice is yours: vote,. obey,
civiliy disobey or violentlv revolt.

Pecui

. vih o \ . .
. _{ewert@chroniclgmail.com

In Public

City Beat.will-cry if you don’t
vote. So.get out to your local
polling pizce Mov. 7 and make
us praoua! For mare informa-
tion -on . polling places, visit
chicagoe'ections.com.

Thanks veterans. Celebrate
Veterans' Day with the city of
Chicago on Nov. 11 at Soldier
Field, 1410 S. Museum Campus
Drive. Doors open at 10 a.m.,
the program begins at 11. For
more information, call (312)
744-3315.

No plans Nov. 9? Head to
DePau! University's Monroe
Hall, 2312 N. Clifton Ave., to
hear from one of the nation's
leading nrogressive Iranian
scholars. “Defending Civil
Liberties and Resisting the
Empire.” a forum with Hamid
Dabashi. takes olace at 7 p.m.
For moie Information, call
(773) 209-1187.

Not your typical SOFA. The
International Expositions of
Sculpture Objacts and
Functicnal Art is on display at
Navy Pier's Festival Hall, 600
E. Grand Ave., Nov. 10-12.
The event showcases three-
dimensional decorative and
fine art. Tickets are $15 for
one day and $25 for a three-
day pass. For more informa-
tion, visit sofaexposition.com.

Backstage pass. Ever want-
ed to get a behind-the-scenes
look at 'a famous Chicago
entertainment spot? Then
head to ¢he Chicago Theatre,
175 N. State St., to get a tour
of the architectural and histor-
ical highiights of the building.
Tours are avaiiable every
Tuesday at noon and the third
Saturday of each month at 11
a.m and noori. Admission is
$5 and tours last roughly one
hour. Fcr more :nformation,
visit thezhicagotheatre.com.

Leoking for a way to create
tripey, experimental music?
Then check out the circuit
bencing zlass at the Old Town
School of Folk M::sic, 4544 N,
Linccir. Ave. from 1 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. Nov. 12. Learn how
to convert children's electric
toys into. far-out musical
instruments. The price is $40.
For marz information, visit
oldtownschool.org.

’ B IO B
o ——-,:—v———’————-y—'—-—
wl . £
'f Jackson Biyvd
es$ P _‘;‘inré 4
i e B
fson = ' M Columbia
x_ " A’ theft
> =~ G
™ b <
L& e xrobbery-
/4 il '
= 4 o | % bétte:‘y
3 3. :
z i &S
] p
> A T g
H = 2
lennifer Crider/The Chronicle

Run out of money

After returning from cross-country ‘training, a
19-year-old male student from Robert ‘Moltis
College found his locker broken into at the
school’s 401 S. State St. building. Among 'the
his U-Pass and his

things missing were $21,
Social Security card.

Not paying attention on the CTA

Peek-a-boo, I see you

A 24-year-old parking lot attendant was robbed
while working at 11 E. Balbo Drive on Oct. 27
The victim saw a man looking into parked cars in
the lot and when the victim approached, the
offender told him that he was going to rob him and

indicated that he had a weapon. The victim handed
over his wazllet, which contained $699 and his state

State Street.

On Oct, 24. while riding the Red Line, a'55-

year-old woman noticed that her purse nud been
taken from the seat next to her. The biack leather
Coach purse was valued at $300 and in¢l.ded $60,
the victim’s siate 1D, Social Security cm(’ voler
rqglstratlon card and credit card insidc¢.’

ID, to the unknown man, who then fled south on

A flick of the wrist

Or; Oct. 30, a 25-year-old woman reported bat-
tery at the Chicago Hiltor: and Towers, 720. S.
Michigan Ave. Thc victim slaimed “hat a co-work-
er slapped her hand aiier rmaking a nistake on the

computer and then proceeded tc nick up the vic-
tim’z wrist and hit it o7 the countertop. Police have

the

-year-old suspect’s fame “u* 20 follow was

mad* as of press time.

Cempiled by Chronicle siaff through infurmalg‘.'x;' ,'url_ wtd»(}‘_by the Chica 3o Police Depariment
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Caught Green-handed

Election Polls

B Biagojevich [ Topinka [Wwhitney [l Undecided

AIC?

Experts blame 2-party
system for Green
‘vote-stealing’

By Allison Riggio
Assistant City Beat Editor

On Nov. 7, Illinois voters will
make many choices for political
offices across the state. Only a
handful of those offices up for

1N

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
KMOV-TV
Joshua Covarrublas/The Chronicle

Chicago Tnbunc
WGN-Ch.8

election, however, will list more
than two parties on the ballot.
According to the Illinois State
Board of Elections. only about 3
percent of offices up for clec-
tion this year have a third-party
candidate in the race. Rare as
they may be, third-party candi-
dates have taken flack in recent
years, accused of “stealing”
votes from mainstream candi-

Election Day spectator

sport: poll watching

Party politics playing a
pivitol role in age-old
citizen tradition

By Jim Jaworski

Associate Editor

A sound democracy must
make every effort to keep elec-
tions as Llcan ilﬂd f-’ll! as p()ﬁﬂl-
ble. To help reach that goal,
independent citizens are
allowed to observe the legitima-
cy of voting in

every precinct in
However,

are that the role
of the poll watch-
er s simply
played by a cog
in each political
party’s campaign
machine

Poll watchers are e¢iizens
appointed 1o keep a close eye on
precinicts o prevent any wrong
dong and promote clean and
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“The partisan
iffnols; ohservers are there to
odds protect their own, make
no doubts about it.”

Barbara Burt, director
of election reform for
Common Cause

legitimate elections. However,
with limited access granted to
|n(|cp€ndcm civic organizations,
poll watching can be as partisan
and politically motivated as the
campaigns themselves, some
clection experts say.

“The partisan observers are
there to protect their own, make
no doubts about it," said
Barbara Burt, the director of
election reform for Common
Cause, a non-partisan voters’
rights group

Poll  watchers
are granted cer-

tain privileges
and duties that
allow them (o
observe the

actions of elec
tion officials from
a distance. For
example, poll watchers can wit
ness election judges initialing
and depositing voting ballots,
ingpect vacant voting stations
and challenge voter qualifica
tions, according to Sean Gireene,
spokesman for Flectionline, a
nemprofit election Information
gromg

Poll watchers are prohibited by
law to instruct voters elther inside
or withii 100 feet of the polling
place, handle any election fminteri
wly o1 be generally dieruptive

See Poll watohing, Page 42

dates on the ballot.

Many placed blamed for Al
Gore’s 2000 presidential loss on
the shoulders of Green Party

“In real tight races almost
anything makes a difference,”
Jackson said. “Two or 3 per-
cent—much less 5 to 11 per-

candidate Ralph Nader. This cent—can easily be the balance
was one of few of power.”

times in U.S. “Had they not had Three different
history where a - Ngder on the ballot, Gore Preliminary voter

close race was
affected by the
presence of a

would have undoubtedly
won. That is a pretty well
established fact and not a

polls show Gov.
Rod Blagojevich
ahead, averaging

third party on a 10 to 15 per-

the ballot, myth.” centage point lead

according to ’ over Republican

John Jackson,a  —John anckson. psi;liﬂt;al sek- judy Baar

political sci-  Mce professor at Southern Topinka. The St.
. Illinois University .

ence professor Louis Post-

at Southern Illinois University.

“Had they not had Nader on the
ballot, Gore would have undoubt-
edly won,” Jackson said. “That’s
[a] pretty well-established fact
and not a myth.”

Most experts agree, however,
that Hlinois is primarily a two-
party state usually unaffected by
third parties in elections.

Hlinois® current gubernatorial
race, however, shows Green
Party candidate Rich Whitney

pulling 11 percent to 13 percent
in preliminary polls. Whitney is
the only third-party candidate on
the gubernatorial ballot in the last
three clection cycles, according
to the Illnois State
Elections.

Board of

Dispatch/ KMOV-TV and the
Daily Herald/ABC7 polls indi-
cate 4 percent and 8 percent of
voters, respectively, as undecided
in the gubernatorial race. A
Tribune/WGN poll shows 13 per-
cent were undecided. All three
polls surveyed 600-800 likely
voters statewide and have a mar-
gin of error of about 4 percent.
The Democratic Party, how-
ever, feels that Green voters
tend to come from both the right
and the left sides of the political
spectrum, according to Cady
Gibbons, executive director for
the Cook County Democratic
Party.
“l don’t know, per se, that
See Voting, Page 42

Too close to call

Candidates for Cook
County president
seek board reform

By Eric Kasang
City Beat Editor

Against a backdrop of nega-
tive campaigning and political
rhetoric, Democrat Todd Stroger
and Republican Tony Peraica,
who are running for Cook
County Board president, have
both pitched themselves as
county budget reformers. And
despite their verbal jabs at each
other, the candidates have pre-
sented their reform ideas to the
public¢

“[Todd Stroger| is there to
protect to the patronage hires, to
protect the minority contract
abuses, to protect the insider
deals,” snid Eric Kohn, cam-
paign manager for Tony Peralea.
“Tony Peraica 18 running so we
can have clear, trangparent gov-
ernment that actually serves the
taxpayers and 18 o good steward
of the taxpayers’ money.”

Kohn said Peraica, the Cook
County Board Commissioner for
the 16th Distriet, which repre-
sents part of the western sub-
urba, has built o Democraties
Republican coalition on  the
board within the lat four years
that defeated more than $400
million in tax Increases sought
by lohn Stroger Jr., futher of the

County Board’s Democratic
candidate for board president.

However, Jennifer Koehler,
deputy campaign manager for
Todd  Stroger, said the
Democratic candidate does have
a plan for Cook County budget
reform.

“He's going to take a look at
the budget line item by line item
with all the respective elected
officials and make it very clear
to all of them that they have to
go back to their core mission [as
Cook County Board
Commissioners),” Koehler said.

Koehler  explained that
Stroger, who's currently the 8th
Ward alderman, also wants to
take a closer look at the billings
and collections system at
Stroger Hospital, named after
his father,

“Some improvements have
been made, but we really need to
collect adequate patient data,
[80] when people use our servie-
es, we can get reimbursed for
those services,” Koehler said.

For students and Cook County |

residents, the government pro-
vides many essential services
for its various communities,
Currently, Cook County i the
19th  largest  governmental

agency in the United States, |

aceording to Dick Simpaon, pros
feanor and head of the Poliveal

See County Board, Page 42
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