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Clockwise from top left: Columbia president Warrick L. Carter speaks at the fourth annual State of the College
address about issues of campus life and the budget. Vice president of Campus Environment Alicia Berg and vice
president of Student Affairs Mark Kelly (right) peer back at the audience to hear a student voice his concerns.
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s at address

Students address concerns
ranging from scheduling to
residential meal plans

By Hayley Graham
Campus News Editor

The fourth annual State of the College address
given by Columbia president Warrick L. Carter
revealed nothing new or unexpected. Students
went easy on the administration, asking noneritical
questions.

Carter talked about the same issues that
have been addressed by the college all year—
like diversity, growth of the campus and
enrollment—to a capacity crowd of students,
faculty and staff on March 8 in Columbia’s
Ferguson Theater, 600 S. Michigan Ave

“We remain committed to diversity, open
access and creativity,” Carter said, during the
opening of his speech. “We live by those princi-
ples every day.”

While staying dedicated to its mission,
Columbia is also going through some changes.
In the fall, Columbia’s science and math cur-
riculum will be reunified under the umbrella
of the Science and Math Department by shift-
ing over courses from the Science Institute.
This curriculum shift has caused a wave of
backlash from faculty in the Science Institute.
During his address Carter said that it is human
nature to be hesitant about change and assured
the audience that changes will be good for the
community.

“At a creative, energetic and vibrant place like
Columbia, change has to be embraced,” he said.

This year the college also adopted a
Campus Master Plan that outlines the build-
ing of a $90 million tower, which will include
a student center, at the site of Buddy Guy’s
Legends, at 8th Street and Wabash Avenue.
Carter said it is Columbia’s destiny to become
the best student centered arts and media col-
lege in the world, which is a goal of the
Campus Master Plan.

Another first for the college is that the grad-
uation and retention rates are currently higher
than they have ever been. While graduation
rates may be on the rise, the average five-year
graduation rate of African-American students
is still only at 9 percent, according to

Provost and vice president of Academic Affairs Steve Kapelke introduces himself to the audience at the address.

Columbia reports.
Carter said the college is committed to keeping

See Address, Page 8

Film Club can’t afford films

Club budget doesn’t
cut it for high film
screening fees

By Jim Jaworski
Assistant Campus News Editor

The Columbia Film Club has
not shown a single film this
semester. Not because it doesn’t
want to, but because it can’t
afford to,

The Film Club, like every
other club at Columbia, receives
a $500 per semester budget.
While that may be more than
enough for some student-run
organizations, it is not nearly
enough to screen films for stu-
dents. Due to copyright laws,
the club must pay a large
amount to show a film to a gen-
eral audience. Most films cost
around $350, 70 percent of the
club’s budget.

“Itis ridiculous that such a large
film school can't afford to show
any films,” said Michael
Humphreys, faculty adviser for
the Film Club.

Stephanie SeRine, president of

the Film Club, agrees with
Humpbhreys.

“It’s pretty frustrating,” SeRine
said. “We had all these ideas when
we first started; we were going to
have films every week.”

The club recently inquired
about the cost of screening the
1998 Darren Aronofsky film Pi
The cost for that film was about
$310, according to SeRine.

Columbia also charges the
club a $75 projectionist’s fee on
top of the cost of the film. That
additional price also hurts the
club, SeRine said.

“We don’t understand why we
can’t just get a [teacher’s assis-
tant] to do it [for free],” she
said. “It’s ridiculous.”

While the Film Club said
funding is low, Dominic
Cottone, director of Student
Leadership, said any club has
the responsibility to fund them-
selves after they run through
money Columbia provides.

“That’s the amount of money
we give them and that’s it,” he

See Film Club, Page 8

Black Music Research hosts
musical meeting of hundreds

By Jenifer Dorsey Fischer
Copy Chief

Jazz and blues are the musical
genres most often associated with
the Windy City. However, March
15 through 19 black banjo and fid-
dle, folk, classical and gospel
music will be a few of the genres
that take the spotlight, as musi-
cians and music scholars from
around the globe convene for the
Conference on Black Music
Research.

The Center for Black Music
Research at Columbia will host the
conference in conjunction with the
Society for American Music, an
academic organization that pro-
motes the study of American
music, which marks the as 32nd
annual conference. Nearly 400
people have registered to partici-
pate, including several Columbia
staff and faculty members, accord-
ing to Rosita Sands, the executive
director of the Center for Black
Music Research.

“This is an opportunity to hear

some cutting-edge research and
find out what other scholars are
doing and what they’re investigat-
ing, finding, et cetera,” Sands said.

In keeping with the CBMR’s
mission, the event will involve dis-
cussions of black music from vari-
ous cultures and topics such as
teaching black music, black music
in Italy, black women’s activism
through music and Diasporal con-
nections in black music of the
Americas.

This is CBMR’s first conference
since it first co-hosted it with the
Society of American Music in
2001. That conference was held in
Trinidad and focused on the music
of Caribbean cultures. Though this
year’s event doesn’t have a single
theme, there will be an emphasis
on honoring Samuel A. Floyd Jr,
Ph.D., the founder and director of
CBMR, and his contributions to the
field. Floyd, who recently retired,
is the topic of one of 16 sessions.
He will also be giving the keynote
address and will be receiving a life-

time achievement award, accord-
ing to Mariana Whitmer, the exec-
utive director for the Society of
American Music. The society will
also honor Muhal Richard Abrams,
a composer and performer who co-
founded the Association for the
Advancement of Creative
Musicians, as an honorary member.
AACM is a nonprofit organization
made up of musicians and com-
posers that is dedicated to the
development of artists and the cre-
ation of original music.

“He has furthered the study and
enthusiasm in American music,”
Whitmer said, adding that he
[Abrams] will give a performance
March 17. “He was an instrumen-
tal founder of AACM.”

A March 15 concert from the
New Black Music Repertory
Ensemble, a CBMR ensemble
comprised of professional Chicago
musicians, on is one of the confer-
ence’s highlights that will appeal to

See Meeting, Page 8
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lIness is my worst enemy.
I I consider myself to be

dedicated to my work and
my studies, and it pains me to
have to take time off. But sever-
al days ago I caught a virus that
I assumed my immune system
would fight off within about 24
hours.

A day went by, though, and I
only felt worse. I ended up hav-
ing to do what I what I’d always
hated: 1 cut my workday short; 1
put my homework to the side,
and [ rested.

Five days after I feit myself
becoming sick, the fatigue, the
chills and all of those other
nasty symptoms that come with
the common cold are gone, but |
still feel lousy. I feel like I've
been disconnected from the
world. In my attempt to rest and
take care of myself, I turned off
the news, [ didn’t read the
papers, and as a result, I devel-
oped writer’s block when I sat
down to write this column.

So because current events have
not been on my mind this week,
I figured 1’d share what has
been: spring break. For the first
time, I’'m taking the kind of tra-
ditional college spring break
trip I never thought I'd find
myself taking. After this week,
two of my friends and 1 will be
road tripping it to Las Vegas
where we will be staying in a
huge condo just off the strip.

In past years, I'd been tied
down during spring break. My
hard-eamed cash was spent flying
across the country to keep up a
long-distance relationship. Now,

Vacation, have to

get away

By Jeff Danna, Editor-in-Chief

I'm no longer tied down, so I’'m
free to take a road trip to Sin City
and gamble away that money [
would have typically spent on
over-priced plane tickets.

OK, so I don’t plan on gambling
that much, but I cannot overstate
how liberating it is to be able to
take a trip for myself. For as long
as I can remember, I’ve dreamed
of heading West on a whim with a
group of friends in an aging car
with little luggage and even less
money.

I imagined myself as a char-
acter Jack Kerouac forgot to
write into On the Road, setting
out to catch up with Dean
Moriarty and Sal Paradise and
having my own outrageous
experiences with America along
the way.

Now I have the opportunity to
live out my little romantic road
trip fantasy. It would be great if
we pikad up an eccentric hitch-
hiker or if my car broke down and
we had to spend a day in Nowhere
Town, Oklahoma—that would just
add a dramatic element to my
spring break story.

But what will make this week
off of school perfect is the fact
that [ will be spending it with
good friends, who in a few
months I will probably see less
frequently. I'm graduating in
May, and this spring break
could be my last opportunity for
quite some time to get out of
town and let loose.

Because I missed out on this
type of vacation in the past,
there’s a lot of pressure for the
Vegas trip to go well. This is

my only shot at having a wild
and crazy college spring break.
Sure, once I join the workforce
I’ll have some vacation time
and I might have the chance to
take some short trips, but most
likely I won’t have the kind of
freedom I have now.

Most students at Columbia
will have this same opportunity
at the end of this week, and [
can only stress that everyone
make the most of it. I know col-
lege students are strapped for
cash, but half the fun of spring
break is trying to make do with
limited means. If a trip to
Mexico or Florida is out of the
question, try something simpler.
Take a mini-vacation to a near-
by city or even just try to spend
some time in an unfamiliar
Chicago neighborhood.

In this increasingly hectic
world, people run the risk of
turning into workaholics early in
life. They forget that vacations
are often well-deserved, espe-
cially for students who are jug-
gling school, jobs and all sorts of
other stressful responsibilities.

That’s why spring break,
despite its cliche connotations,
is so important. Too many times
have I passed up the chance to
take advantage of a school-sanc-
tioned week off, and now even
though I’'m beyond excited
about my Vegas vacation, [
regret not doing it sooner.

I'm just glad I became sick
before I hopped in my car to
drive West.

—jdanna@colum.edu

Do you know who any of the
Columbia vice presidents are?

IN YOUR OPINION

“Not a clue.”

—-Marc Morgan, junior, fikn and video

“Absolutely not. They’re like the Wizard of
Oz I’ve never seen them, I just know
they’re there.”

“I didn’t even know there were six vice
presidents. I just assumed there were vice

presidents.”

—Debbie Weiner, senior, radio

“That’s a big negative. I do know who Bob

Blinn is.”

—Erin Kayel Locksley Sanders, senior, art

—Mike Ceraulo, junior, graphic design

and design
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MadCat Women's Film Festival

Students can come to the screening of Amok-ima-
tion, animated works created by Lisa Barcy, a Film
and Video faculty member, as well as cartoons from
Sweden, Mexico, the Netherlands and the Philippines.
The event will begin at 6 p.m. on March 14 and will
be held in room 402 of the 1104 Center, 1104 S.
Wabash Ave. For more information, call Sandy
Cuprisin at (312) 344-6708.

Julie Loyd Performance

Dancer and musical theater performer Julie Loyd

will come to Columbia March 15 for a free perform-

\ ance in the Hokin Annex in the Wabash Campus

Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave. The event will be held

from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. For more information call
Kathleen McLaughlin at (312) 344-8594.

Baseball Opening Day

On March 18, the Columbia Renegades will begin
its season with a double-header against Northeastern
Illinios University at 5 p.m. The second game
begins at 7:30 p.m. The Renegades play all home
games at UIC North Field, 901 W. Roosevelt Rd.
Admission is free. For more information visit
www.columbaseball.com.

Mr. Columbia

AEMMP Records will be hosting the first pageant,
in which guys will compete for the title Mr. Columbia

on March 17. Students can enter to win a Video iPod,
and there will be a performance by Rob Nicholas and
A Moment’s Notice. The event will be held from 6
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Hokin Annex of the Wabash
Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave. Admission is
$3. For more information call Joi Cuartero at (630)
788-4101.

Corrections

In the March 6 issue, The Chronicle incorrectly credited the front
page photo of Lerone Bennett Jr. and the feature photo of Fat Tuesday
on page 6. Staff photographer Kelly Bryan took both photographs.

COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

If you have an upcoming event or
announcement, call The Chronicle’s news
desk at (312) 344-8964 or e-mail
chronicle@colum.edu.
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Student-run record label to release album

Chicago band debuts
LP on AEMMP records

By Amanda Maurer
Assistant Campus News Editor

On March 15, AEMMP Records,
Columbia’s undergraduate label,
will release their annual album,
Secrets to be Tvld, by Chicago
band Rob Nicholas and A
Moment’s Notice.

In 1982, two Columbia profes-
sors created AEMMP Records, the
first record label in the country that
would be run by students.

Today, Irwin Steinberg and
Chuck Suber, the label creators, are
artists-in-residence in the Arts,
Entertainment and Media
Management Department. and
their class is continuing to help stu-
dents at Columbia.

They created the class Decision
Making: Music Business 24 years
ago as a lab. They felt the class
would benefit students going into
the record business, Suber said.
Students in the class run the label.

Kevin Erickson has been the
class’s adviser for the past five
years and enjoys working with the
students because it gives them
hands-on experience.

“[There’s] satisfaction in taking
the experience you've learned in
the field or professionally and be
able to apply it to really get a grasp
of the music industry outside of
textbooks,” Erickson said.

Suber lives in New Orleans and
commutes to Columbia one week
each month to help instruct the
class. He has been working with
the class since it began and said
that it teaches students lessons.

“The students [need] to under-

' ouriesy Melanie Anderson

Rob Nicholas and A Moment's Notice signed with Columbia’s student-run record label, AEMMP
Records, and their first album, ‘Secrets to be Told,’ comes out March 15.

stand that their own musical prefer-
ences do not necessarily translate
into good marketing,” Suber said.

In order for the class to agree on the
music for each album it works on, it
goes through the extensive process of
listening to possible artists, eventual-
ly narrowing the number down to
three. Although the students do some
of the work in class, most of it is done
in their free time.

Rebecca Farber, a senior AEMM
major, works as the vice president
and chief financial officer of
AEMMP Records. Farber said that
it’s challenging to communicate
with others when so much work
goes on outside of class.

“We’re all so busy with our other
classes, jobs and all the other

aspects of our lives,” Farber said.
“[1t] sometimes gets difficult
because this class demands so
much time outside of the scheduled
three hours a week.”

Nakita Jackson, a junior arts,
entertainment and media manage-
ment major, works as AEMMP
Records’ marketing leader. Since
she works part time, goes to school
full time and is also a mother, she
has learned how manage her time,”
Jackson said.

She said that while it’s a lot of
work to follow up with people and
keep the lines of communication
open, it’s still fun,

“It really shows you exactly how
it feels to work in record labels,
because you are responsible for

getting the product out there to the
consumer,” Jackson said.

Nicholas said that the band’s
experience with AEMMP Records
has been a learning process
because the band hasn’t gone
through the real-world aspects of
the business before.

“I think it’s been really cool,
because it’s a safe environment to
do things in,” Nicholas said. “We
don’t have to worry about anything
going sour.”

The safe environment includes
working closely with the artists,
Erickson said.

“We need to develop our vision
for their music, but also take into
consideration their vision as well,”
Enckson said. “Their vision takes

prominence, but we change some
things.”

There are benefits to working
with a large group as well. Nicholas
likes how the band can work with
all of the students in the class.

“There’s only so much you can
do with five [band] members,”
Nicholas said. “We're starting at
the ground and are trying to work
our way up. [It helps] when you
have 25 people working with you.”

Rob Nicholas and a Moment’s
Notice will remain with AEMMP
Records until the end of August,
the annual time when Steinberg
“shops” for larger labels that may
be willing to distribute the record.

If another label picks up the
record, which has happened a few
times in the label’s history,
AEMMP Records receives a
$10,000 finder’s fee. The money
goes back into AEMMP’s budget.

Although the class aims to
release a record every year, Suber
makes sure that the students under-
stand it isn’t guaranteed.

“We tell the students in the
beginning—that rather than putting
out a poor record—if we don’t
have one, we don’t have one”
Suber said.

Last year the undergraduate pro-
gram released Emily Hurd’s Fine
Fine Line. The graduate program
released Rock the Ages, a compila-
tion of independent rock artists
from Chicago. Proceeds from the
album went to VHI1’s Save The
Music Foundation.

AEMMP Records, a nonprofit
organization, plans hold several
events that will feature the band,
including the male pageant Mr.
Columbia.

Theater department
revives age-old play

Activist’s final work
re-enacted at college

By Annie Kelly
Staff Reporter

By the time Georg Buchrner was
23 years old he had received his
doctorate, established a secret radi-
cal society, fled to France to escape
arrest for promoting revolution in
Germany and written three plays,
the third of which was unfinished
when he died of typhus in 1837.

Through March 19, the Theater
Department will bring the young
political activist’s work to life
through its enactment of Buchner’s
final play, “Woyzeck.”

The 170-year-old play is the trag-
ic story of a man named Woyzeck
who is driven to self-destruction
due to matters out of his control.

“It’s a simple story about a man
who lives a very tortured life,” said
cast member Daniela Sumerano, a
senior in the Theater Department.

Woyzeck’s life is devoted to the
military and full of complications.
His common-law wife is unfaithful,
and he is the personal servant to a
captain who regularly belittles him.
I order to make money, he sells his
body to a doctor for nutritional
experiments that allow him to eat
nothing but peas.

In the 29-scene play, Buchner

addresses the degrading role the
poor are forced to take in society as
Woyzeck becomes nothing more
than an object to his financial supe-
riors. S imerano, who plays the role
of Woyzeck’s wife, Marie, said
there are a lot of frustrated charac-
ters in the show.

“They're poor and they know
they’re going to stay poor,” she
said.

Sumerano added that from the
play she gets a sense of Buchner’s
struggle to keep the hypocrisy of
politics and society present in peo-
ple’s minds.

“It’s a simple story
about a man who lives
a very tortured life.”

—Daniela Sumerano,
senior theater major and
“Woyzeck” cast member

The Theater Department’s pro-
duction of “Woyzeck” includes
special effects, puppets, a dance
scene and video.

“The video helps place you in
certain locations,” said Brian Shaw,
director and assistant chair of the
Theater Department. “It locates
you in space and time.”

Although “Woyzeck” was not
finished before Buchner’s death,

Shaw said the story still comes to a
close. He said “Woyzeck™ is unique
because the seript leaves room for
audience interpretation.

“[Buchner] really does not tell
you a lot of clues for how to feel
about the events in the play,” Shaw
said. *“You are simply presented the
events and you need to make judg-
ment. It’s very much up to the audi-
ence what to walk way from the
play with.”

Senior cast member Calvin
Pohlhamm  believes audience
members will walk away re-evalu-
ating their personal relationships
and considering what they mean.

In order to trigger strong emo-
tional responses from the audience,

the cast has had to alter its style of

acting. “Woyzeck” contains scenes
of various lengths, some as short as
15 seconds.

“It’s almost like a film in the way
that these scenes are put together,”
Sumerano said. “You can’t work up
your emotion. You have to hit the
emotion at the top of the scene and
really bring a sense of momentum.”

Pohlhamm said another chal-
lenge in presenting “Woyzeck” is
the constant activity required of the
cast during the 70-minute perform-
ance.

“We’re the ones that are handling
the puppets, creating the music,” he
said. “We handle a lot of scene

Mike Sendra/The Chronicle

lan Randal (left) and Daniela Sumerano depict Woyzeck and

Marie in Columbia’s “Woyzeck.”
changes too. It’s all pretty non-stop
and so everyone has to stay on their
toes.”

Shaw had all 14 cast members
begin rehearsals as equal ensemble
members. Before creating their
characters, the students first took
part in stage exercises. One helped

the cast gain an understanding of
the physical space they occupy on
stage and how it relates to others,
Sumerano said.

Sumerano said she thinks that the
cast would be experiencing further
“speed bumps” if not for the

See Woyzeck, Page 8
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CALL FOR WORK

2006 The World Enigma Exhibition

Shapes of Love

The World Enigma Exhibition is an annual
exhibition presented by The International
Student Organization. This annual event is a big
opportunity for the international student who
want to show their works.

Drop your work at the International Student Lounge,
600 S.Michigan Room 1313
(312)-344-8557

Application dead line March 18

The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan at 11th St.

Concert Hall Events

Tuesday March 14

Norman Ruiz & Philip Seward in
Concert

12:30 PM

Wednesday March 15
Master class with

Eddie Gomez and Puerto Rico
Conservatory of Music Faculty
12:30 PM

Improv and Rehearsal
Techniques with Puerto Rico
Conservatory Jazz Ensemble
2:15 PM

Thursday March 16

Master Class with Puerto Rico
Conservatory of Music Faculty
Jazz Ensemble

12:30 PM

Latin Jazz Ensemble
2:15 PM

Friday March 17

Instrument Seminars with Puerto
Rico Conservatory of Music

1:30 PM

Puerto Rico Conservatory of
Music Faculty Jazz Ensemble
ith the Columbia College Jazz

All events . r more info: 312/344-6300




Columbia &

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

FICTION WRITING DEPARTMENT PRESENTS
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ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

10th Annual

—

ALLISON 2

FIGHTING
WORDS:

STORIES OF RISK
AND REBELLION

¥Ehoto by Jerry Bauer

Celebrate Story Week’s 10th Anniversary! Readings,
conversations, panels, performances, and book
signings feature literary icon Studs Terkel, Columbia
College Chicago Fiction Writing Visiting Writer in
Residence Dorothy Allison, and writers Edward P.
Jones, Stuart Dybek, Tom Perrotta, author and editor
Elizabeth Gaffney. Columbia College Fiction Writing
faculty member Alexis Pride, Columbia College
alumna Cris Burks, and other authors, playwrights,
editors, and publishers.

This program is made possible in part by a grant from the lllinois Arts
Council, a state agency. Story Week 1s sponsored i part by the
Chicago Public Library and Metro. Other S'lu-}; Week sponsors include
American Airlines. Bank of America, Caribou Coffee, Coca-Cola,

Follett Higher Education Group.
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MARCH 12-17, 2006

Photo By Raphpe Kiein

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT: FICTION.COLUM.EDU
STORYWEEK.COLUM.EDU
CALL: 312-344-7611 OR
312-344-8559

OR EMAIL:
FICTIONWRITING@COLUM.EDU

Bankof America > . : Q_l‘_lct tco

]
&7 "‘Zz}é//m Fvde
(&7 %

Host hotel: Located 3 blocks from Columbia College, the historic Palmer
House Hilton is the official hotel of Story Week 2006. Since mid-March
is a very busy time for Chicago hotels, we suggest you make reservations
early by calling 877/8655321.

Photo by Nina Subin

Photo by C. Sirlin
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Don’t let this guy run the school...

Pick applications For more
up in the HUB. > _ information call:

1104 S.-Wabash il (312) 344-6657
Lower-level : ~
Otfices CorD
or email:

Also available sga@colum.edu
online.

http://www.colum.edu/leadership/Join SGA.htm

Application Deadline: March 28th @ Spm @
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Shedding for a

greater

By Jenn Zimmerman
Staff Writer

St. Patrick’s Day is known as a
time to overindulge by celebrating

the Insh tradition through rounds of

beers among friends, but some
Columbia students find it to be the
perfect time to let loose at an event
for charity rather than at the local
pub

On March 16, Columbia’s Social
and Philanthropy Society will be
hosting a St. Baldrick’s Day head-
shaving event and fashion show at
the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash
Ave

St. Baldrick’s is a nonprofit foun-
dation that uses the donations it
receives from each event in order to
gives grants to research organiza-
tions that conduct childhood cancer
research. With cancer the leading
killer among children in the United
States, the foundation has raised
over $12 million dollars since its
beginning that now circulates
worldwide.

Since 2000, any person can par-
ticipate in St. Baldrick’s Day by
either having their own head
shaved or by shaving someone
else’s. All the shaved hair will be
donated to make wigs for children
with cancer.

Damon Maloney, a sophomore
journalism major and the society’s
vice president, has already begun
seeking donations for his participa-
tion. When participants sign up to
be part of St. Baldrick’s Day, they
can visit a website where they can

Causc

make donations, he said.

Maloney said he will be among
the six “shavees” involved in the
event, four males and two female
faculty members.

“Since I am on the team, I should
be a team leader,” Maloney said. “I
wanted to step up to the plate.”

Cassandra McCottrell, a televi-
sion major, president of the philan-
thropy society and main coordina-
tor of the event, is also hoping to
get two other women involved as
shavees

However, because there were
only six weeks to plan for St
Baldrick’s Day, McCottrell is still
seeking participants to help the
team reach its goal of $4,000.
According to the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation website, an overall goal
of $7 million is set for this year.

Sophia Pragnell, special events
and communications manger for
the St. Baldrick’s Foundation,
said the event began after three
Irish business executives got
together at a New York bar to cel-
ebrate St. Patrick’s Day. These
three men, who were very
attached to their full sets of hair,
thought shaving their heads would
be a good way to help young chil-
dren suffering from cancer.

“Who would have known from
that one conversation the ball
would get rolling?” Pragnell asked.

For some, this is more than just
another way to celebrate St
Patrick’s Day.

Pragnell dealt with her own can-
cer experience first-hand. She said

she wanted to become
involved with the fight against can-
cer shortly after her father died
from a brain tumor. She eventually
was drawn to St. Baldrick’s.

“I was really inspired by the doc-
tors and nurses [who treated my
father],” Pragnell said. “They were
so attentive and helpful. It really
inspired me to be more involved.”

Maloney said he knows students
might be reluctant to shave their
heads, and to get more involved, a
fashion show has been organized to
help bring in monetary donations
Participants willing to part with

more

Congress-hopeful speaks out

John Sullivan, a Democrat running for lllinois’ 3rd Congressional District, which includes the
southwest side and southwest suburbs, speaks on March 7 in the 33 E. Congress Parkway
Building. Barbara Iverson (left), a journalism instructor, takes notes while her students ask
Sullivan questions regarding his stance on the war in Iraq and health care issues.

their locks will be able to walk the
runway afterward to sport their
new look

Reggie Scruggs Jr, a student,
may be the biggest donor of the
night, shaving off his nearly 6-inch
afro.

After becoming friends with
Maloney online, Scruggs said he
started to hear more about the
event. However, his participation
wasn’t an easy choice.

“At first I was hesitant because
I love my hair, and people seem to
like it,” Scruggs said. “But my
hair will grow back. The donation

Michael Jarecki/The Chronicle

[of the] hair will be a lot more
beneficial.”

The St. Baldricks Day head-
shaving and fashion show event
will kick off at 5 p.m. March 16
in the Conaway Center, 1104 S
Wabash Ave. General admission
tickets are 315, $10 for students
and 35 off if purchased in
advance. This includes drinks,
appetizers and a buffet dinner.
For more information or to par-
ticipate in the event, visit
www.stbaldricks.org or call
Damon Maloney at (651)307-
4754.
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Extra
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LOW PRICES
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+ Smallest and lightest £OS Digital SLR to date
= Fast 3 fps shooting with 14 frame burst and 0.2 second
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« USB 2.0 Hi-Speed interface for quick downlcads.
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* Includes Canon US.A,
Registration Card. Warranty available for inspection.
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Film Club:

Officials suggest
club members hold
sales to raise funds

Continued from Front Page

said. “That’s all we can handle.”

Although the operating costs
of one club may be higher than
another, all clubs are funded
equally, Cottone said. Funding
for clubs are from the Office of
Student Leadership through stu-
dent activity fees. Full-time stu-
dents are charged a student activ-
ity fee of $60 on top of standard
tuition. Part-time students pay
$30. The Office of Student
Leadership receives a cut of
thuse funds, with most of it
going toward student-run clubs
and organizations.

Most ciubs conduct their own
fundraising, such as with bake
sales, in order to make up potential
lack of funding, Cottone said. The
Student Organization Council
matches all fundraising money up
to $500.

“That’s why we try to get them to
do fundraising—so they can make
more money, because there is only
a limited amount of money to
give,” he said.

For example, the Columbia
College Association of Black
Journalists has raised $909 this
semester through bake sales,
according to Maggie Ness, co-chair

of the Student Organization
Council. On March 8, the Fashion
Association raised $500 with a
garage sale. Cottone said that could
be the eolution to the Film Club’s
concerns.

“If the students choose to raise
about $500, then the [Student
Organization Council] will match
that,” he said. “So that $1,000 [on
top of the $1,000 yearly budget]
gives them $2,000. So if they’'ve
got $2,000 to spend, then most
likely they can get films out the
door.”

Humphreys said, however, that
the amount of money that can fund
other clubs would not adequately
fund the Film Club. If the club held
a screening ecach week, he esti-
mates it would cost about $3,000 to
$4,000 a semester.

The Film Club has not yet held a
fundraiser, but plans to in the near
future, SeRine said

The problem, however, goes
beyond simple budgetary con-
cerns because the cost of films is
simply too high, Humphreys
said.

“I would be willing to pay a fee
[for a film]—if it was reasonable,”
he said.

Humphreys said that the fee is
outrageous because Columbia
owns many films that the club
legally cannot show to a general
audience. It would be legal for
an instructor to show a film in
class because that qualifies as
private use. Showing a film to a
general audience, such as a
screening, violates copyright

Women

law, even though the club does
not plan to charge for admission.
SeRine said charging students
could be a possibility, but she
prefers not to because it would
decrease the potential audience.

“We are not going to charge
people,” SeRine said. “Columbia
should have a regular screening
session every week. We're the
only film school that doesn’t
have it, and we're [one of] the
largest.”

show off at Big Mouth

Junior radio major Shira Hald opens at the second annual Big Mouth ladies’ night at the
HotHouse, 31 E. Balbo Ave., with an original song. Big Mouth featured many different
women who showed off their performing talents from singing to playing instruments.

Humphreys said the problem
starts with the filmmakers.

“Hollywood cuts future [film-
makers] by insisting on this pol-
icy,” Humphreys said. “How are
students supposed to become
better filmmakers without being
able to see good films?”

He hopes that there will be an
increase in funding, but he said it
is difficult to approach the
school for more money.

“[The club] can’t get more

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

money because we haven’t done
anything yet, but we can’t do
anything until we have more
money,” he said. “There is a
solution, but I’m not sure what it
is.”

The club does plan on showing
films near the end of the semes-
ter, SeRine said. Since it did not
show any films last semester,
they have a total of $1,000. They
plan on a “screenathon,” show-
ing four movies over four nights.

Erir. Mash/The Chronicle

Alexander Vallejos, a junior documentary film major, concludes
the State of the College address by asking a question.

Address:

Students voice
college concerns
to administration

Continued from Front Page

diversity at Columbia, and the sen-
1or administration 15 now having
talks to address the issue of recruit-
ing and retaining minority faculty,
which would hopefully increase
minority enrollment and retention
numbers. Over the past decade the
percentage of full-time minority
faculty has fallen from 22 percent
to 17 percent

Canter said that in order to make
Columbia more affordable the col-
lege will offer 700 new scholar-
ships in the fall for low-income stu-
dents. Tuition will increase again
next year by 4.75 percent to
$16,328 for the year,

Two years ago the college had a
surplus of scholarship money that
went unused by students. Over the
past year Columbia scholarships

were fully awarded, according to
Mark Kelly, vice president of
Student Affairs. He said that the
college is pushing its scholarship
resources and making sure they are
all being used.

“That will never be seen again at
Columbia,” Kelly said, referring to
unused scholarship money.

Carter also announced a plan that
will look to alumni for more funding
1o help keep tuition low. From the
35,000 Columbia alums, the college
received $48,000 in gifts over the
past year.

“As we move forward, as we
market our institution, we will rely
heavier and heavier on alumni to
give back to their institutions, to
thig institution," he said.

During the guestion and answer
session, most students asked ques-
tions that were not critical of the
administration

One student was  concerned
that she 15 not able to take all of
the courses she wants because
they overlap by only a few min-
utes when they are in different
departments

Steve Kapelke, provost and vice
president of Academic Affairs,
explained that when class sched-
ules were developed years ago,
each department created its own
schedule without communicating
with the others. This is what has
caused the overlapping of classes
across various departments,

“What we have right now is a
schedule that grew out of that con-
struct, where we have a lot of dif-
ferent schedules commingling,”
Kapelke said.

Kapelke is currently working
with vice president of Campus
Environment Alicia Berg and the
departments to create an optimal
schedule. This will make better use
of the facilities and serve students
better, Kapelke said.

“It’s not going to be something
that we're going to be able to
change overnight but we are
very committed to making sure
that 1it’s going to happen,” Berg
said.

One change that students can
look forward to for next year 1s
that the meal plans at the
University Center will be open to
all students living on campus,
according to Kelly. A student had
brought up that finding time to
prepare meals is difficult for busy
college students

Celeste Ball, a junior and pres-
ident of the Black Student Union,
asked Carter what Columbia is
doing next year for students who
came here because of Hurricane
Katrina. Columbia  supported
about 45 displaced students and
is encouraging them return to
their home institutions,

Kelly said that those students
will no longer be receiving free
tuition and board, but the college
will work to find the students
who would like to stay at
Columbia to give them the sup-
port they need to continue their
education here,

Carter closed the State of the
College address by encournging
students to challenge themselves
0 never quit,

Meeting:
Conference to
host various
musical events
Continued from Front Page

the general public and Columbia
students, Sands said. The event,
which is meant to celebrate black
music performance traditions, will
be held at the Harris Theater for
Music and Dance
at  Millennium
Park.

It should be a
very interesting
concert because
of the way we
program,” Sands
said. “We don’t
program just a
single style or a
single genre. It's
not like you're
going to hear a
jazz concert or a classical concert.
You're gonna hear it all.”

As a tribute to New Orleans,
the concert will include a couple
of works by Louis Armstrong
and a piece by a New Orleans
classical composer by the name
of Dede. There will also be two
world premiers by other black

“This is an

to hear some cutting-
edge research and find
out what other scholars
are doing and what
they’re investigating,
finding, et cetera.”

—Rosita Sands, executive
director of the Center for
Black Music Research

composers from the United
States. Sands noted that this
concert is entirely appropriate
for students.

The rest of the conference is
open to the general public
though most of the attendees
will include scholars and
researchers. Whitmer said the
event boasts many lecture
recitals in which many great
pianists will perform and speak.
Student rates and one-day atten-
dance rates for those who might
be interested in certain sessions
will be offered, Sands said. Even
the Music
Department’s
Columbia Jazz
Ensemble  will
participate by
providing music
at the confer-
ence’s opening
reception.

“We saw this
as an opportunity
have the
Columbia Jazz
Ensemble
mvolved,” Sands said. “We know
it will be a great experience for
them, and it also provides an
opportunity to showcase Columbia
to the conference attendees.”

For those interested in learning
more about the conference or
attending  the events, visit
www.chmr.org

opportunity

Woyzeck:
Actors participated
in unusual play
rehearsals

Continued from Page 3
rehearsal technique used by
Shaw. The cast, she said, did not
pick up scripts for the first three
rehenrsals, making it a unique
process for her.

"“The whole rehearsal process

really allowed us to get in touch
with our bodies and our feel-
ings,” said Jasmine McNeely, a
freshman cast member. “We
learned about making the set a
part of who you are.”

“Woyzeck” opened on March
8 in the New Studio Theater, 72
E. llth 8t. There will be a total
of 10 shows through March 19
at varving times, including a
post-show dixcussion following
the March 16 performance
Admission i free to Columbia
students



March 13, 2006 9

5:00 P.M.
Doors open

530 PM.

Head-Shaving Begins

6:00 P.M. I"RE-SHOW EVENT
featuring the Trinity lrish Dancers

T:00 P.M,
Fashion show begins

For tickets contact us at sapsorg@yahoo.com
$5 for tickets purchased before March 14th
$15 at the door/$10 with student 1.D.

Join Our Supporters & Pre-Register To:

¢ Make A Pledge
» Volunteer
¢ Be Brave...Go Baldl Become A Shavee

WWW.STBALDRICKS.ORG

CLICK JOIN/CHICAGD, IL COLUMBIA COLLEGE-CONAWAY
CENTER, TO SUPPORT THE “SPS CLUB TEAM™ WHEN
PLEDBING.

FOR SHAVEES, BE READY T0 “LOSE YOUR LOVELY HAIR® AND
| TURN IN YOUR PLEDGES ON THE 168TH, AT 5:00 P.-M,
BRING YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY TO CHEER YOU ON!

HEAD-SHAVING EVE

MOKEY FGR € OANCER RESEARCH QUESTIONS CONTACY US @

SAPBORG@YAHOO.COM
OR CALL DAMON AT (661) 307-4754

Thursday, March 16, 2006 Colibla .o\ iee o5 cieo @

FHESENTED BY COLUMEBIA COLLEGE SOCIAL AND EMILANTHROKY SOCIETY CLUB

?é - CA L L ‘NG A L L : | B The Office of New Student Programs &
})4 . & Orientation is looking for undergraduate
, : students who possess strong leadership

STUDENTS‘ Sl cbilties for a PAID summerg)

ORIENTATION LEADER position.

Orientation Leaders provide an introduc-
tion to the Columbia College Chicago
community for new students and their
‘&(families during New Student Orientation.

If interested, please pick up an Orienta-
tion Leader packet in the Office of New
Student Programs & Orientation located
at 623 S. Wabash, Suite 303, the HUB
located at 1104 S. Wabash, lower level or

online at www.colum.edu/newstudentinfo.

The packet has informaticn regarding
orientation leader requirements, job
description and benefits, including how
much you'll get paid if selected! It's a fun
way to spend the summer and to meet

i

new and interesting people!

Applications are due in the Office of New
Student Programs & Orientation by 5:00
pm on Friday, March 17, 2006. “
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Each month Columbia's web site is visited by

nearly 500,000 people. We want your work to
be a part of it.

COLUMBIA'S WED SITK

IN THE PROCESS OF MAKING 818 CNANGES. SOON,
1T WILL BE THE PLACK YO EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF WHAT'S NAPPENING AT
COLUMBIA, WE'RE LOOKING TO BHOW IT ALL OFF - PHOTOGRAPNY, DANCE,
PORTAY, PAINTING, WRITING, FILM, MOTION GRAPHICN, WEB, FARHION AND

MORE. IF YOU HAVE WORK TO SHARE, WE INVITE YOU TO SUBMIT IT

for more info visit www.colum.edu/submissions

Columbia e

’ COLLEGE CNICAQO
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PHOTHORAPH BY AATHERINE SIEPENS
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\["Q\)t COLUM.EDU/SCHOLARSHIPS

Columbia &

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

HIP

NITIES

« Hillary Kalish Scholarship (Deadiine: April 3, 2008)

ach Scholarshsp/Designer»ianesidence (Deadline: Al
06)

Murb: pril 14, 2006)
« John Mur

president’s Club Scholarship (Deadline: April 30, 20
5, 2006)

Alumni Scholarship (Deadline: April 14, 2008)
olarship/Semester in L.A. (Deadline: March 15, 2006)

Bob Enrietto Schi
David Rubin Scholarship (Deadline: March 15, 2006)
ine: March 2006)

Ron Pitts Scholarship (Deadline: March 1

-

Helen Fong Dare Scholarship (Dead!

'Dovm'ﬂnevd‘ shelavship s

ART & DESIGN
« Pougialis Fine Arts Award (Deadline: April 2006)
« Precious Lashley Fashion Scholarship (Deadline: S

ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT & MEDIA MANAGEMENT
« The Make A Dent Scholarship (Deadline: April 28, 2006)
« Precious Lashley Fashion Scholarship (Deadline: Spring 2006)

ASL - ENGLISH INTERPRETATION
(Deadline: June 1, 2006)

pring 2006)
MARKETING COMMUNICATION

« The Patricia McCarty Scholarship Fund (Deadline: March 17, 2006)

(]
ad
c
@©
L
o

PHOTOGRAPHY
« Kodak Scholarship (Deadline: April 2006)

THEATER

« Betty Garrett Musical Theater Scholarship Fund
.+ David Talbot Cox Scholarship Fund (Deadline: April 14, 2006)
. Freshman Achievement Award (Deadline: April 14, 2006)

« Michae! Fryzlewicz Scholarship

DANCE
« Forest Foundation Scholarship (Deadlin

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
« Joan and lrving Harris Scholarship (Deadlin

FICTION WRITING ‘
« John Schultz and Betty Shiflett S_tory Workshop Scholarship

(Deadline: Spring 2006)
« Sylvia McNair Travel Story Scholarship (Deadlin

{Deadline: April 14, 2006)

e: March 31, 2006)

e: April 14, 2006)

e: Spring 20086)

The Music Department of Columbia College Chicago Welcomes
guests from the Puerto Rico Conservatory of Music Faculty Jazz
Ensemble for a week of Latin Music Education

CONSERVATORIO

DE MUSICA DE PUERTO RICO

Wednesday March 15, 2006
Columbia College Chicago
Concert Hall

Thursday, March 16, 2006
Columbia College Chicago
Concert Hall

Friday, March 17, 2006
Columbia College Chicago
Concert Hall 1014 South

Michigan Avenue

12:30-2:00 Master Class with Edche 12:30-2:00 Master Class with Puerto Rico 1:30- 3:00  Instrument Senunars

Gomez and Faculty Puerto Rico Conservatory of Music
Faculty Jazz Ensemble
Trumpet- Lurs “Penwco”\ 1tz

Conservatory of Music Faculty Jazz
Ensemble

Puerto Rico Conservatory of
Music Faculty Jazz Ensemble
Improv and Rehearsal

2:15-4:30

Techmques with Columbia
College Jazz Combo and

Columbia College Jazz

Ensemble

Columbia College Chicago Latin
Jazz Ensemble. Latin Jazz Night at
the Hot House, 31 East Balbo

Hot House Concert
Chicago Jazz Ensemble with Jon

Faddis. Puerto Rico Conservatory
of Music Faculty Jazz Ensemble

Saxophone- Marco Pignataro

& ass- Eddie Gomez

Piano- Lins Marin

Gutlar- Issac Lausell

0 rums/Percussion- Leobadis Gonzales(drums)

and Audrew Lazawo(percussion)

Concert

Columbia College Jazz Ensemble
Puerto Rico Conservatory of Music
Faculty Jazz Ensemble
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A day to keep in mind

ith spring break
W only one week
away, it’s under-

standable that students at
Columbia might be concen-
trating on how they'll spend
their time while being away
from classes. Bui there is one
date that everybody should
be keeping in mind regard-
less of where they will be:
March 21.

Midterm primary elections
may not carry the level of
finality to the public that gen-
eral elections have in
November, but participation
in next Tuesday’s primaries
will determine who’s still
around eight months from
now.

Take, for instance, the race
for Cook County Board pres-
ident. Since taxes are becom-
ing the issue at the center of
the heated campaign, the
plans of either man will have
a direct effect on all of us.
Any increase in property
taxes would be passed on to
Columbia students who pay
rent in Cook County. And
that’s not to forget the more
than $3 billion of taxpayer
money in the budget for the
nation’s second-largest coun-

ty.
While Republican candi-
date Tony Peraica will be
running unopposed and is
guaranteed to represent his
party in November, incum-
bent John Stroger, a
Democrat, is facing his
toughest political battle ever
as he seeks his fourth term.
That’s because Stroger, the
first African-American to
ever be board president ard
humble enough to have a

hospital that treats the unin-
sured named in his honor, is
being contested by reform
candidate Forrest Claypool.
Both have racked up impres-
sive endorsements, and even
while endorsing  Stroger,
Mayor Richard M. Daley still
praised Claypool for his per-
formance as Chicago Park
District superintendent.

And Daley expressed his
displeasure with the negative
tone the campaign has taken
in recent weeks.
Commercials on TV from
both candidates have brutally
attacked the other’s record.

Of course, that’s not the
only race. With Gov. Rod
Blagojevich seeking re-elec-
tion as well, Illinois’ GOP is
trying to determine who
could possibly unseat a very
vulnerable governor.

Some of Blagojevich’s
policies are also of impor-
tance to Columbia students,
especially since the gover-
nor’s proposals do not bode
well for the Illinois Student
Assistance Commission. The
state agency is responsible
for many policies associated
with the cost of attending col-
lege in Illinois, such as stu-
dent loans, financial aid and
scholarships.

While state Treasurer Judy
Baar Topinka has been con-
sidered the front-runner for
the Republican nomination,
recent allegations from her
former top deputy about cor-
ruption in her office may give
more conservative opponents
like suburban dairy magnate
Jim Obervic’s and state Sen.
Bill Brady .aew hope. And
that’s not to mention the

combined effort of Ron
Gidwitz and Steve
Rauschenberger.

The ultimate deciding fac-
tor in all of these cam-
paigns—as well as many oth-
ers—will not be nasty ad
campaigns, prominent
endorsements or scathing
allegations; it will be voter
turnout.

The Cook County Board of
Elections has been touting its
new touch-screen voting
machines and new state legis-
lation that, for the first time,
allows voters to cast early
ballots. Chicago has 21 early
voting sites allowing resi-
dents, who may not be able to
get to a voting booth, to vote
22 days before. And while
the idea might have a few
bugs to still work out—a fed-
eral lawsuit was filed on
March 3 by several residents
claiming “limited access”
violates their constitutional
right to vote—the attempt to
encourage participation is
welcome.,

Some students may be
looking forward to leaving
town for a vacation, and oth-
ers might be appreciating the
opportunity to catch up on
coursework. There might
even be a few who plan on
doing both. Everybody cer-
tainly wants nothing more
than an opportunity to relax
next week.

But however people plan
on using their break at this
midway point in the semes-
ter, the most important use of
the entire week might be the
few minutes involved in
making sure their vote is
counted on March 21.
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The young and the reckless

O n March 3, 20-year-old
Adrian Missbrenner
was acquitted of
charges that he sexually
assaulted an intoxicated 16-
year-old girl, because accord-
ing to a video tape, she may
have consented to the sexual
act. The jury decided that
there was reasonable doubt
that the girl was raped.

But whether the jury ruled
correctly, the Missbrenner
case and the viewpoints of
those defending him say a lot
about our society’s stance on

rape.
The Dec. 7, 2002 footage
on the tape reportedly shows
Missbrenner and friends hav-
ing group sex with the intoxi-
cated 16-year-old girl, as well
as writing lewd obscenities on
the girl’s motionless body.
The case gained national
attention after the girl came
forward and accused then 17-
year-old Missbrenner of rape.
He fled to Serbia in 2004

The debate over the deci-
sion is not a legal one but a
moral one. Even Missbrenner
admitted being wrongful in
his actions and said that what
his companions did “was
absolutely disgusting.”

Despite what Missbrenner
says, his claim last week that
he suffered more than the girl
by being labeled as a brutal
rapist and child molester for
three and a half years is
absurd in comparison to what
happened to the girl.

From reported accounts,
what transpired that night can
indeed be viewed as rape in
some circles. Statements from
the parents of the accuser
paint a much harrowing ver-
sion of what

The family says the girl is
barely talking in the begin-
ning of the video, and by the
20 minute mark is so coma-
tose that she doesn't even
flinch when someone violates
her. She didn't consent to that

has difficulty dealing with. A
study last year, commissioned
by Amnesty International,
found disturbing attitudes
toward rape and rape victims
in the United Kingdom.
Among the worrisome facts,
the poll found that 30 percent
consider a “woman is partial-
ly or totally responsible for
being raped if she was drunk.”

Questioning what is proper
behavior for females is insult-
ing. People are under the
impression that if a girl dress-
es too scantily or drinks too
much then she is at fault for
possibly asking to become a
rape victim. The outcome of
the case illustrated that even
though the girl was drunk, she
was still held accountable for
her actions.

It's disheartening to think
that the logic behind the ver-
dict seems to present this case
as simply an incident of
teenagers acting up. If any-
thing, that sends the message

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

It's amazing how on one hand there
is a big story about African-American
enrollment decline at Columbia, but
then The Chronicle published a picture
of something so disturbing.

Although some may argue that it is
only satire and comedy, it is complete-
ly disrespectful to a certain group of
people. This is what the film Crash
sought to expose. Yet, we continue to
place boundaries between groups by
showing these images.

Chronicle cartoon disrespectful
—Karl Fields
I was deeply saddened by the politi- Junior
cal cartoon in the Feb. 27 issue of The Film Production

Chronicle. It featured a man speaking
with what appeared to be an African
minstrel. o

Have an opinion about something you read on these pages? Did you
catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or believe strongly
about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?

Why not write a Letter to the Editor? At the bottom of Page 13 you'll find a

while free on bail but returned  type of disrespectful treat- that this won't just happen set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear from you.
last May and had been jailed ment. again, but it will also be the
until the acquittal, Rape is an issue that society  victim's fault. ~The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
Jon Jones
COLUMBIA CHRONICLE i EmSm St st
WWWCOLUMBIACHRONICLECOM Hayley Grahem Representatives Copy ORI General Manager
Compus Nows Editor (o o opY
Jofl Danna Alan Baker Detek Strum M'I' r Josh Covarrublas
Edior-in-Chisf City Best Edior Commentary Editor Jim Jaworsk| o Graphic Designer Joft Cagle Mick Dumke
Amanda Maurer Michaol Jareck Ched Kour Michelle Finkier Jim Sulski
Kb Dorr ﬁm F warl J% ::.mm Campus News  Mauriclo Rublo Cherles Sievert Copy Editors Faculty Advisers
Jorniler Satwis W-E" Sout %ﬁ ors Assistant Photo Bditors i



_4 + “*
1 | 1
S I ! | 1
1—+ i » - - t
1 !
1 T
1 512 4 O O
Il -
u = - —4 .._.I\
]
et -] & 4 mi
T ] u i
| 11 | ]
T ]
] = = A =
= H H -
| I ]
T I u
11
= - [T
. -
I
! | ]
2 m mmm EEEEEmma =
n 2 ] 11 © 1 b [ W
W} I | 111.....1 mEn nn
R HHH
i ! 1 FEEH AZ
B = - e - -
] ﬂ e EEEmm
e — - I 1‘ - .
] = I nEED I T 1 L o
T ] T Il P
I | In! ] 1 2 e
| D 5 Y 1 L] 1 % i - P
1 == | =
DI H = i
I H EEe CEL E 1 1
N, W u = NN EwE
IIIH I
1
T T = -
a T H
| I I =
u :
I ]
|
- ] i
- W 1 . -
- T |
= eSs s . :
t
| ] ZEEE (T T
I I 1 B I
| —
=
| Y [ #
] | i 51 []
-
i 1
| LZ B B R B
T I 1 . = - -
L= 1 W
= H
I I G =
I T
1 i | EE
1 1 T
I - 1 I 1
T 1 -] A T
i = 1 | r m




RETIZELY v 15, 20 Poge 2

On/Point.

by Hunter Clousf

Liar, liar

pants on fire

The power of lying is quite possi-
bly one of the greatest gifts that God
hag ever given mankind. [ am a
proud liar myself, but I blame it
mostly on the overly active imagina-
tion that rests deep down inside my
brain meats. Oh wait, I think that’s
actually a tumor. Well, the imagina-
tion is underneath that unsightly
growth.

Now, I don’t lie io be malicious. I
use my mad skills to put smiles on
the faces of the downtrodden.
Honestly. 1 never lie about serious
stuff. I fib about stupid, little things
that are so absurd that it’s hard to
imagine anyone believing them.

For example, when I
first started dating my
boyfriend Tedd (yes, he
spells it with two D’s),
he was living in student
housing with four other
homosexuals.  They
were all terrible, but my
favorite one was this fat
kid, whom we’ll call
Steve, who played a lot
of Dance  Dance
Revolution on
Playstation 2. Nothing
made my day like going
over to Tedd's apart-
ment to see a 400-
pound gay kid dancing
io0 a video game.

Steve was nice but
very strange. He
would always confuse
Tedd and me with each other
because we are both thin and tall,
which makes no sense.

Even though he was a bit off]
Steve was enjoyable to listen to. One
night as Tedd was getting ready for a
party, Steve told me he had met
someone online named Caesar, who
was in his late 30s.

My imagination immediately went
into overdrive—hopefully for obvious
reasons. After Tedd and I got ham-
mered and stumbled back to his place,
I told him about Caesar. What 1 added,
however, was that Caesar ran an over-
weight-fetish porn website called
MoreCushionForThePushing.com, and

)i

begged Steve to be on it.

Tedd cracked up. I don’t think I’ve
ever been able to make him laugh
that hard again. Sadly, the joke came
to an end when Tedd went online to
find the website. I was forced to spill
the beans at that point.

This grand trick didn’t come with-
out a price. Tedd believes very little
of what I say and passes along this
advice to anyone who comes into
contact with me. Whenever I try to
catch Tedd off guard with a careful-
ly constructed lie, Tedd calls me out
immediately. But as he does, there’s
a smirk on his face and a gleam in
his eye that seems to be flashing
MoreCushionForThePushing.com.

We're all told, of course, that
lying 1s bad and that wolves will eat
us if we keep it up. But all of my
childhood role models did it
Superman and Batman lied all the
time about their alter egos, and Pee
Wee Herman was always a wily
trickster. I never saw wolves eating
any of them.

But it all depends on what some-
one is lying about. Telling
boyfriends and girlfriends that you
love them when you really spend
most of your days ignoring them
probably isn’t a good thing. Telling
your boyfriend or girlfriend that a
janitor at the zoo got caught with his
penis in a dolphin’s blowhole proba-
bly isn’t as bad.

suburbs

Sicaze is everywhere. Sometimes
it’s charming sleaze (Paris Hilton) and
sometimes it’s vomit-inducing sleaze
(alleged Burr Ridge rapists). Since |
like to think that most of my columns
explore charming sleaze, this week |
decided to tackle the latter.

While our editorial staff explored
the Burr Ridge issue this week, there's
one part of the situation that made me
extremely fuiious: how on Earth a jury
ruled that ap intoxicated 16-year-old
being spit on and gang-banged while
barely able to move mnay have been
giving consent to s2x by touching the
offender’s head,

“Looks like consent to me,” defense
lawyer Patrick Campanelli told the
jury. But to me, it looks like another
case of a jury ignoring a serious soci..|
problem due to stigiras surrounding
young women

Rape 15 a sore subject, and while
everyone sdys be or she knows that
forcing sex upon someone else is

Sléze in the

wrong, people like to
blur the lines about
what exactly “force”
means. For those who
may be confused, say-
ing “no” is generally a
good sign of someone
being uninterested in
fucking you. Someone
being unable to com-
municate may be sign
number two.

Should a 16-year-
old be incoherently
drunk? Of course not.
Were any of you inco-
herently drunk at some
point  during high
school? I'm going to
guess yes. The thing
1s, teenagers are reckless. I for one
had no clue about my own tolerance
for alcohol when I went to my first
keg party, and thankfully I had a
brother to help walk me up the stairs
and safely to my bed. But when did a
girl being drunk turn her into a whore
that any dudes at a party could stick
their nasty penises in?

I feel like I've been rambling about
sexual double standards between men
and women for years, but this takes it
to an entirely different level. When a
guy is super-wasted at a party, it's
funny. When a girl is super-wasted at
a party, it's a quest to get her
naked—and according to the jury in
this recent trial, that's no one's fault
but her own.

Mary Mitchell of the Chicago Sun-
Times put it best in her March 9 col-
umn: “Some of us are still stuck in an
era where ‘good’ girls deserve one
kind of treatment and ‘bad’ girls
deserve another.”

RET)

Adrian Missbrenner, the 20-year-old
man who was acquitted in this case,
went as far as to say that the past three
years have been harder on him than it
was on the girl in the video. “You have
to draw a line between what happened
that night and what was done to me for
those three and a half years”
Missbrenner said to Fox News” Walter
Jacobson in a recent interview.
Missbrenner’s mother’s reaction was
just as disturbing, lamenting about
how happy she is that her son is back
and how she was “disappointed” that
he drank and had group sex.

Slap on the wrist? Barely. This girl
is going to live with the memory of
this sexual abuse for the rest of her
life, but because she was drunk, many
people seem to think she deserved this
kind of treatment.

In this trial, it’s glaringly obvious that
the judge and jury had no clue about
what it is like to live knowing you were
sexually abused. The thought of these
people trying to force this poor girl to
watch the video of this event (that will
probably scar her for eternity) is almost
as nauseating as the act itself.

In order for our society to stop treat-
ing women like they don’t matter (first
the South Dakota abotion ban, now
this), we need to stop acting like we
don’t matter. We need to kick that
scumbag who groped us on the street in
the teeth, or report him to the police.
We need to speak up when someone is
making us uncomfortable or nervous,
we need to elect public officials who
care about our needs and our rights, and
we need to raise hell when crimes like
the one that occurred in Burr Ridge in
2002 go completely unpunished.

’E Jackass ; ...

It’s a she-male! It’s a flashback to the ’80s!
It’s Madonna! It seems as though the 47-year-
old queen of pop has been trying to regain her
hip edge over the past couple weeks by popping
up all over the place and saying stupid things.
Despite her efforts, she really is just showing
her age more than anything else, and it’s getting
irritating.

First off was that horrible music vidéo'in”*
which she’s dancing around in a leotard show-
ing her ba-donk-a-donks. We get it, Madonna.
You have a hot bod, a squishy booty and can
play Dance Dance Revolution. But you're also
the mother of two and have been over the hill
for a few years. Just thinking of that video
gives us the willies and conjures up images of
Amy Poehler as the mom in Mean Girls saying,
“I’m a cool mom.”

Now she recently announced she’ll be play-
ing some shows at this year’s Coachella Music
and Arts Festival in California. We hear there
were sounds of glee from all her aging friends
when they found out Granny Madge would be
breaking a sweat—and probably her hip—in the
Sahara “dance tent.” But at least we're confi-
dent she’ll be able to fight off any angry Tool
fans with her freakishly toned biceps.

Also, Madonna told her daughter that when
she kissed Britney Spears in front of millions of
people at the MTV Video Music Awards, it’s
not because she’s a lesbian. She was simply
“the mommy pop star and [Britney] is the baby
pop star, and 1 am kissing her to pass my ener-
gy on to her.” Uh, right. And then Britney used
that energy to fall in love with and marry the
world's trashiest man. Good job, Madonna.

Quit passing your wisdom and “energy” to
pop stars, because you're ruining lives. Scott
Stapp and George Michael must have passed
their Jackass energy right on to you, because
you're the Jackass of the Week.

T Breyne

Love us or hate us...

We'd love 1o hear frorm you, How to contact The Word:

Hunter Clauss - hclauss@chroniclemall.com - (312) 344-8970
Tiflany Breyne - tbreyne@chroniclemall.com - (312) 344-8971

Ratings Guide

So, is that movie
worth watching?
That CD worth
buying? Count
the hearts In
each review and
use this handy
chart to find out,

@O Complete Crap
@ Download i
@) Pratty Enteaining
(DO®@C) Very Good
OO®E@®® Word Up.
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Cadbury Mini Eggs: 'm a bad
Catholic, so to me the criy benefit
of the Easter season—other than
warmer temperatures—is the glori-
ousness of Cadbury Mini Eggs.
They’re little pieces of heaven in a
big, purple bag. Stock up; you won't
regret it.

Diet Coke: Yeah, I know that Coca-
Cola is a big, evil empire. But noth-
ing jumpstarts my day better than an
ice-cold can of delicious Diet Coke.
Just for the taste of it, duh.

Goth Kids on rollerblades: I saw a
Goth guy gliding down Ashland the
other day, and it made me laugh for
12 minutes straight. Anyone
rollerblading is funny, but this took
it to a whole new level.

Dorothy Allison: [ just found out
that this amazingly talented writer is
currently an art
Columbia’s Fiction Writing
Department. Bastard Gut of
Carolina made me sob {or three
summiers in a row, and [ wouldn’t
take back 2 second of it

ist-in-residence in

Grocery shopping with my
roommates: A recent rendezvous
to the grecery store resulted in
feur boxes of Gushers, Toaster
Strudels, spicy cheese dip and a
mean stemachache. It's like a six
grade slumber party every night
in my apartment.

Happy Hour: Gladstone’s, a bar
and restaurant located right on the
beach in Malibu, has a sweet
atmosphere and what looks like
good food—it costs too much for
me to find out. But have the bar-
tender Felipe make you a Pina
Colada. That drink is full of mira-
cles.

Cigars by the poolside: Nothing
says a big F-you to school and
work like smoking a nice stogie
while dangling my feet in a pool
and basking in the California sun.
Every puff of the cigar and whirl
of water was like another slap in
the face to textbooks and dead-
lines.

New friends from Alabama:

Sweet accents and such-great hos-

pitality. Yeehaw.

Hotel Beds: The Sheraton
Universal Hotel has the most
comfortable beds in the world.
Nearly twice the size of mine
with twice as many fluffy pillows
and soft, cozy blankets. I am
speechless.

Returning to Chicago: I know
I'm heme when I'm surrounded
by the concrete juyngle, and the
bars not only serve cans of PBR,

but have 50 cent specials on them.

Story Week 2006: Just when |
thought the Fiction Department
couldn’t outdo last year’s Story
Week, thev go ahead and get Studs
Terkel. This year’s events sound
interesting enough to skip some
classes.

Child actors: All child actors need
to be replaced by Muppets because
I hate the way child actors speak in
a fake-cute baby voice. For
instance, Spielberg’s War of the
Worlds would have been better if a
Muppet had replaced that night-
mare known as Dakota Fanning.

My cat: | hardly ever get to see
my cat Shadow. He lives with my
parents, and I’ve had him ever
since | was in 7th grade. He's get-
ting old, and I’'m afraid he’s going
to die

Viking funerals: Speaking of
dying, I really want to have a
Viking funeral. My dead body will
be laid out on a pyre and a friend
will fire an arrow at the pyre,
which causes it to ignite into a
giant flame. Best funeral ever.

Margaret Atwood: Canadian
author Margaret Atwood has
invented the LongPen, which is a
remote-controlled pen that allows
Atwood to sign books without
using her hand. I had no idea that
signing books was so difficult.

Exposure

Calendar
ofEvents

Studs Terkel and Stuart Dybek will be reading
from some of their work at the Harold
Washington Library. 400 S. State St., as part of
Columbia’s Story W will take
place in the Cindy Pi Auditorium at 6
p-m. Admission is free.

Staring at Sound, a new book about the Flaming
Lips by Chicago Sun-Times rock critic Jim
DeRogatis, hits bookstore shelves for $14.95.

Jenny Lewis with the Watson Twins play at Park
West, 322V ge Ave. 1l-a
starts at 7:30 p.m. and costs S15.

Wednesda

George Clinton & The P-Funk All-Stars play
at the House of Blues, 3 Dearborn St., at
9 p.m. This is an I8 and over show and costs
S,
Starbucks stores across the city will pour free
12-0z. cups of coffee between 10 am. and
noon.

1y Idol auditions take place at
the Closet, \. Broadw Performers
should arrive at 7 p.m. to sign up. Show sta
8 p.m. The cost is $10 for performers and S
audience. The grand prize winner takes home
American Airlines tickets, $1,000 and a moun-
tain bike.

ir takes

,, 60 W. Walton St.

its genre fiction such as

mysteries, romance and science fiction. The fair
starts at 12 p.m. and ends at 6 p.m.

In photography there are two types of pictures that Ellen Allien spins at the Smartbar, 3730 N.
hold interest: moments and action. When photograph- C . at 10 p.m. Admission is $
ing sports the main thing to key in on is, of course, the midnight and $12 after. 21 and over.
action. It could be the action of the fans or the action
in the game. You will sometimes find that you are not Saiurda
in the right place to capture the right action. You have “Andy Warhol/Supernova: Stars, Deaths, and
to anticipate where the action is going to be, and this Disaste opens at the Museum of
can be a difficult task if you are not a sports junkie. ary Art, 220 E. Chi Ave. The

Action can take on different forms. In the picture to : : icncrll admissioris
the left, Colston Weatherington, 55, of the Dallas 310 “”fl e sdeats Callia)Rel 2c0)
Desperados prays with fellow teammates and Chicago fopmerenfommanon;
Rush players while daughter Trinity innocently looks
on after their March 5 game.

In the picture below, the action and mood is the
complete opposite. Offensive lineman Charlie Cock
battles in the trenches with Dallas Desperados
Terranee Dotsy.

Both pictures show various points of view and emo-
tions that take place on the football field.

wrk Gertz and James Lauer spin
730 N. Clark St., at 10 p.m. The
21 and over show starts at 10 p.m. and is $10.

ael Jarecki/The Chroniglé Michael Jarecki/The Chronigle"
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What are your favorite Chicago sounds?

London sound artist Peter Cusack wants to hear, record the city’s noises

If you smile when you hear *““This
is Grand” when the train reaches
the Red Line stop, you're not alone,
and you may find that same CTA
announcement on a CD in the near
future

Peter Cusack, a London sound
artist, 1s coming to Chicago this
month to record his third city-based
sound project, a collection of city
residents’ favorite sounds. If “This
is Grand” is not your favorite
Chicago sound, don’t worry;
Cusack 1s looking for diversity, and
there are several places to report
your answer.

Podcaster Jesse Seay, a graduate
student at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago, is in charge of
gathering the answers. Seay knows
Cusack personally, having taken a
class with him when he wisited
SAIC a few years ago to teach a
summer course in field recording,

Seay's podcast, “Likes To Do
Other Things,” has a short list of
questions for Chicago residents,
particularly: What is your favorite
Chicago sound and why?

Gapers Block, a Chicago web
publication that lists things going
on around the city, referenced
Seay’s podcast is helping her gather
answers with a “Favorite Chicago
Sound” thread. The most common
responses, of which there have been
more than 100, relate to the el.

“I've never realized that it’s a
really common thing for people to

smirk when they hear [‘This is
Grand'j,” Seay said.

However, she is more interested
in the disparity among answers
from people in different neighbor-
hoods around Chicago. She would
like the recording to include sounds
from the many cultures all over the
city. For her, one of the most inter-
esting responses is a sound she's
never heard

“One of my favorites is some-
body on the South Side [who]
wrote back and talked about the
parakeets in Hyde Park,” Seay said.
“Apparently they are pets that peo-
ple have let go, and eventually
they’ve formed a colony of para-
keets down there.”

Seay appreciates the project as a
way to discover things about parts
of the city that you might not have
otherwise known of.

“I"ve never been [to Hyde Park],
and that’s my limited experience of
Chicago,” Seay said

Columbia Audio Arts and
Acoustics  professor Howard
Sandroff brought up the topic of
Cusack’s project to his Advanced
Studies in Sound Design class, and
they discussed it as a group.

Sandroff’s class said the actual
recording of the city was more
interesting than the final product
itself.

The class noted that it valued the
project as a historical document,
which will record how the city is at

By Mark Byrne/Staff Writer

this point in time, based on its
sounds.

The class wishes that sounds
were recorded in the early part of
the 20th century, when horses and
trolleys made Chicago sound a lot
different.

Cusack, who is an internationally
recognized musician and researcher
at the University of the Arts in
London, is currently on tour in
Canada. In an e-mail, Cusack refer-
enced a statement he made about
his first project in London as moti-
vation for the Chicago project.

“Your Favourite London Sound
is an attempt to discover what
Londoners think and feel about
their city’s rich and varied sound-
scape,” Cusack explains in the liner
notes of the London CD. The sec-
ond installation, recorded in
Beijing, aimed to do the same
thing, and now Chicago will be the
first American city to be recorded
by Cusack.

Cusack also explained that the
auditory perception of London may
have been something that those
who lived there might overlook.

“Taken as a whole the favourite
sounds reveal a fascinating per-
spective on London—that of the
ear,” Cusack wrote. "It is quite dif-
ferent from that of the eye.”

Cusack will be in town to record
Your Favorite Chicago Sounds
March 13 through 17, but Seay said
he may retumn to do more recording

two years to record.
Favorite sounds can be sent 1o
likestodootherthings@gmail.com

later on. She isn’t sure how long it
will be before Chicago’s CD is
released, but London Sounds took

Larry Drake plays some music for traveling Chicagoans. El
sounds such as the Grand Red Line announcement are listed

as some of city residents’ favorite sounds.
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Documentary searches for lost mind

Director Rupert Murray discusses ‘Unknown White Male,’ defends film’s credibility

Doug Bruce, a native of England
who had been living in New York,
woke up on the subway in July,
2002 with no memory of ever being
alive. He didn’t even know his own
name. Bruce turned himself in to
police and from there was faced
with the challenge of putting
together all the pieces of his life that
he simply couldn’t remember.
Unknown White Male is a new doc-
umentary that follows Bruce as he
builds a new life while trying to
accept his old one, despite his still-
unexplainable amnesia.

Rupert Murrzy, the film’s direc-
tor, was also Bruce’s friend before
his memory loss. Murray was in
Chicago recently and talked to The
Chronicle about his relationship
with Bruce, his feelings about the
film and the question about whether
the film is a documentary or a
“mockumentary.”

The Chronicle: ‘'What is your
relationship with Doug like now?
Murray: It’s really good. We've
become close friends. 1 see him
probably once every month and a
half. I saw him on New Year’s Eve
in Australia and a lot this month
because of the film coming out.

This film is obviously more per-
sonal than other films you’ve
worked on [Murray has done
behind-the-scenes work on sever-
al indepently-produced films].

With that in mind, where does
Unknown White Male rank in
terms of what films you’re most
proud of?

This one is the biggest one I've
made for sure, in terms of industry,
audience and press reaction as well
as the depth of that reaction. This is
the greatest feedback I've ever had,
which has made it the most reward-
ing film I’ve ever made.

Doug said that he didn’t want to
talk to his close friends for a few
months after he lost his memory.
Was it difficult to not be able to
talk to him for that long, knowing
what he was going through?

No, not really. A lot of our friends
would call him up anyway, when
they were drunk. After a night at the
pub, they’d lose a few of their inhi-
bitions so they’d call him up saying
things like, “Doug you bastard,
what the fuck are you doing?” Or
they’d be really [drunk] and some-
one would say, “Hey have you
heard Doug’s lost his memory?”
And someone else would say, “Oh,
there’s no way,” so then they’d call
him up asking. I talked to him about
it, and he said that people were call-
ing hix up and abusing him. I had
to expluin that all these people
swearing at him were people that
cared about him.

Did you always want to continue
a friendship with Doug after he

By Sam Libretti/Associate Editor

lost his memory or was it fright-
ening to think about ‘becoming
friends” with someone who was
already a close friend of yours?

I was just really curious to find out
what the hell had happened to him.
He was in New York, which made it
even more fascinating. [ was
always asking the question, “Where
is the person we knew? Where has
he gone?”’ He only existed inside
our heads. This was a new person,
so I was curious to find out how he
was coping with everything. I
thought I'd know the person I was
going to meet, but I didn’t. We start-
ed out as complete strangers.

There were other filmmakers
interested in Doug’s story. Was
Doug always open to the idea of
telling his story on screen or did
the fact that you had been friends
with him before he lost his mem-
ory give you an advantage?

Well, a lot of the other interested
parties never really followed
through with the projects. They lost
interest, or it just petered out. Also,
he knew we had been friends, and I
told him that I'd take him back to
England. He wanted to go back but
found the idea really scary.

Was it difficult to separate your-
self from being Doug’s friend to
being simply a documentary
filmmaker?

Yy Courtesy Wellspri

irector Rupert Murray (right) must get to know his friend Doug
Bruce all over again in the documentary ‘Unknown White Male.’

no effort to do it. I didn’t separate
myself, and maybe in some docu-
mentary purist’s eyes that’s some
sort of cardinal sin. But I was a
friend before I was a filmmaker and
that’s how I made the film. It would
have been sort of shitty to step back
from being Doug’s friend and then
step back in once I was done.

People have questioned the valid-
ity of Unknown White Male. Do
you feel a responsibility to defend
the film?

Yeah, I do. I think it’s my job to
defend it. T could quite happily say,
“Fuck it, he’s my friend. They’re all
my friends, and we’ve done a great
thing by telling his story.” But I feel
that I do have to defend it, especial-
ly since it’s going to be in cinemas.
I don’t want people to go in there

to enjoy the film and get to know
Doug without having these ques-
tions in the back of their minds.

What does Doug think about the
skepticism surrounding the film?
He doesn’t care. There were people
in New York that he talked to right
after it happened who didn’t believe
him, and he just said to them, “Fine.
That’s your choice. Your opinion
doesn’t have an impact on my life.”

If Doug does regain his memory,
do you think his “new” life will
become different?

I think he’s been going in the same
direction. The amnesia has acceler-
ated his growth but it hasn’t altered
the path he was on. If his memory
comes back, it will make him
stronger. This whole situation has
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Before TV shows, who knows what people did
for entertainment. They probably played patty-cake and
jumped rope over to the neighbor’'s house. It was nothing
worthy of making a show out of. Today, though, TV sta-
tions are constantly trying to capture the real lives of peo-
ple everywhere, from business owners to tattoo artists.
But in a world where reality often crosses back and forth
between fact and fiction, one has to wonder if TV is really
capturing the true essence of real people. Here, The
Chronicle compares reality TV shows to their real life
counterparts, seeing which shows make the cut as far as
truth goes and which ones are about as real as your
grandma's red hair.

Story by Tiffany Breyne

Graphics by Joshua Covarrubias

Reality TV: “American
Idol”/“Making the Band”

These shows have made quite the
name for themselves over the years by pit-
ting wannabe musicians against each other
in the ultimate battle to become America's
next musical sensation. From Paula, Simon
and Randy to Diddy, the judges and contest-
ants battle over who is good enough and
who needs to keep their day job.

Real Life: Minty Fresh Records

“I know [‘American Idol’] is pretty
cheesy, but for a lot of bands it's pretty good
exposure, to be honest,” said Beth Martinez,
co-founder of Chicago-based Minty Fresh
Records. “| don't think that winning a com- y
petition like that lends a band credibility
unless they're actually good. But at the
same time, winning [a show] is a really good
way for a label to sign someone, because it
shows that people like them.”

Though she sees a positive side to
the show, Martinez said that picking a musi-
cian for the rock label is all about talent and
good work ethic—not picking someone who
won a battle of the bands or some individual
competition. Martinez also said the show is
unrealistic because of the things it doesn’t
show that happen in the real world of sign-
ing bands to labels, such as the dedicated
touring and minimal amounts of money
bands make for years before being recog-
nized.
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“It ... skips so many steps of what it
really takes to make a good band,” Martinez
said. “When you sign contracts, there's so
much more than the audience sees going
into that. Whatever band wins those things,
they're gonna sign a contract, [and the
record company’s] gonna own them now. It
is kind of different than just being in a band
and really working for it.”

Reality TV: “Blow Out”

Hairstylist Jonathan Antin is a man
on a mission: open a successful and chic
hair salon in Beverly Hills, Calif., no matter
what it takes. Bravo is there to record the
whole process as Antin dishes out disses
and tough loving to assistants and artists.

Real Life: Milios Hair Salon

For Milio, the owner of Milios Hair
Salon, 959 W. Belmont Ave., “Blow Out” not
only does a poor job of portraying the hair
industry, it makes the people look bad. Milio
said he watched the show after customers
would come in and talk about the “guy who
yells at everybody.”

“He was really egocentric,” Milio
said. “There are a lot of down-to-earth peo-
ple in this business; we just want to do a
good job."”

While not all hairstylists are ass-
holes like Antin, the drama adds a shock
value to the show that makes it entertain-
ing—but not to Milio. He thinks that there
are other shows on TV that shed a truer
light on the industry and get the customer's
perspective too.

“Other shows, they show natural
reactions, and | guess that's kind of OK.,"
Milio said. “But [Antin] was real arrogant
and too mean. We're a service business; we
want to treat people well and make them
happy.”
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Reality TV: “Rollergirls”

This A&E show follows an all-girl
roller derby league based out of Austin,
Texas, as The Texas Rollergirls go through
bouts and troubles both in and out of the
rink. There is drama, cat fights and girl
power all loaded into an hour of action-
packed entertainment.

Real Life: Chi*Town Sirens

Chi*Town Sirens league player Laura
Rupp said “Rollergirls” does a good job of
breaking free from the over-dramatized
norm of reality TV and portraying real roller
girls.

“Sadly, yes, that's all there,” Rupp
said. “It's all there, plus some. Their drama
on [the show]—whether it's girl related or
business related—it's all there.”

Rupp, also known as Nurse
RoughUpp and co-captain for the Candy
Stripe Killers, said while the Texas girls may
sometimes be scantily clad on the rink, real-
life roller girls tend to cover up a bit more.
She also noted that The Windy City Rollers,
another Chicago league, held recruitment
nights after the show started and had more
girls show up than expected, a lot of them
showing interest after seeing “Rollergirls.”

“In the beginning, | was getting a lot
of questions [about roller derby],” Rupp
said. “Now people know what it is. It's like,
‘Just watch “Rollergirls.” It's basically the
same—they just make it dumbified.”

Reality TV: “Orange County
Choppers”

The members of the Teutul family
have made a name for themselves through-
out the country as the zany and talented
custom motorcycle builders of “OCC.” The
show captures their average work day deal-
ing with stressful situations, yelling at each
other, making outlandish statements and
seeing how their personal life is affected by
the business.

Real Life: L.A. County Choprods

Making custom motorcycles is noth-
ing new, but for Gard Hollinger, the success
of the “OCC” series has brought on a whole
new level of interest to the industry, some of
it with unrealistic expectations.

“[roce has]\definitely brought a lot
of attention to the industry that was sort of
small,” Hollinger said. “From that aspect, |
almost feel like | have to appreciate them.
But they're not a real accurate representa-
tion of the business.”

For Hollinger, the new attention
brings in customers who expect bikes within
a deadline of two weeks, which isn’t how the
business usually works. He also thinks that
the show exaggerates the monetary side of
the industry; most custom bike shops can’t
afford the equipment shown on “OCC,”
which he said is most likely given to them
for free. Other than the stress the Teutul
men experience on the show, which
Hollinger said is a reality of working in the
industry, he doesn't see other common
aspects.

“The reality is most of us probably work
longer hours with less resources,” Hollinger
said. “I try not to say too much negative
[stuff] about guys like them 'cause they've
done a lot for the industry, but the reality is
there's a lot more really talented people out
there that don't get noticed.”
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Play questions importance of being married

Dark comedic work delves into social issues with gay marriage theme
By Colette Ruscheinsky/Contributing Writer

Falling in love can ve hard, but
not being able to marry the one
you love can be even harder.
While the issue of marriage for
gay and lesbian couples is con-
troversial, writer and director
Chris Garcia Peak has found
laughter in 1t with his daric come-
dy “Shotgun Wedding.”

Peak’s play, which is showing
at the National Pastime Theatre,
4139 N. Broadway, takes place in
the fictional town of Le
Boulevard e Grand. Gays and
lesbians are illegal there, and
being single just isn’t allowed.
One of the main characters,
played by Kate Cares, is forced
to marry a man even though she
is a lesbian. The character is sur-
rounded by extreme conserva-
tives who force what Peak called
“over the top” beliefs on her, as
well as the entire town.

“I wanted to do something to
give people a funny look at what
our country could be,” Peak said.

Peak was first inspired to write
“Shotgun Wedding” by fellow
playwright Charles Mee. Mee
has written numerous plays with
wedding themes, and he places
all of his work online for other
writers to read and use for inspi-
ration

“It was an in‘eresting process,”
Peak said. “[It was] chopping

things up, digesting it and then
spitting it out into a new play.”
“Shotgun Wedding™ is produced
by Collision Theatre Company,
which a few DePaul Theatre grad-
uates started a year ago. Among
these college grads is Erica
Peregrine, the play’s marketing
direction and public relations rep-
resentative. Peregrine describes
the play as having “an important
message without being preachy.
It’s a perfect venue for students.”
For actress Mary Grill, who
plays the ultra-conservative
Christine, there are many political
messages that emerge from this
comedic play, aside from the
obvious message on gay marriage.
Grill explained that her character
is very comical. In her opinion,
this was a smart decision by Peak,
as it gives the audience more of an
opportunity to listen to important
issues without getting offended.
“I think ‘Shotgun Wedding’
calls attention to the dangers of
fundamentalism and extremism
of all kinds within politics,” Grill
said. “When there is awareness to
be raised, an attempt to interest
all types of people is needed. 1
think [the play] definitely does
that.”
Staff members of “Shotgun
Wedding™ had a variety of rea-
sons for wanting to be a part of it.

Josh Horvath, who did design
and audio for the play, explained
that there are many political mes-
sages that inspired him to con-
tribute to the play since it was so
thought-provoking.

“[It deals with] the issues of
church verses state, gay mar-
riage, gay rights and the ‘Big
Brother’ regime of current
administration,” Horvath said.
“What I love about this play is
that it takes you on a roller coast-
er ride. You don’t know what is
going to happen next. It will def-
initely challenge the audience,
which is very important.”

Members of the cast and crew,
and every individual in the audi-
ence, may take what they want
from the play’s comedic represen-
tation of today’s politics. Peak,
however, had his own vision in
mind when it came to creating the
play’s satirical message.

“It’s essentially about how
marriage isn’t important and how
it’s more important to be with
someone you love,” Peak said.

“Shotgun Wedding " is playing
at the National Pastime Theatre,
4139 N. Broadway St., through
April 2. The show costs $15 for
general admission. For tickets
and more information, visit the
Collision  Theatre  website,
www.collisiontheatre.org.

urtesy Collision Theatre
Traditional wedding practices are dlscarded in favor of maracas
in ‘Shotgun Wedding,' a new play that satirizes the gay mar-
riage debate.
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Bathhouse owner has faced many challenges
By Hunter Clauss/A&E Editor

Chuck Rensiow wears many hats, and not
all of them are leather. In addition to being a
father and a gay rights advocate, Renslow is
the founder and president of Chicago’s
Leather Archives and Museum, which aims
to preserve the history of gay leather culture.
He also founded the now-closed Gold Coast
I_eather Bar, which was the first leather bar in
the United States. Renslow currently own:
another leather bar called The Eagle and
Man’s Country, which is one of three gay
bathhouses in Chicago.

Gay bathhouses are places where men can
have sex with each other. Some bathhouses,
like Man’s Country, offer a sauna room and
live entertainment.

Man’s Country, 5015 N. Clark St., has
gone through many ups and downs, but
despite the impact of the AIDS epidemic of
the '80s and the popularity of crystal meth,
Renslow never considered selling the build-
ing and the colorful history that comes along
with it.

The Chronicle: When you opened Man’s
Country, you found some crazy stuff like a
human skeleton underneath the stage.

Renslow: [Laughs] What you [have] got to
remember is that this used to be a Masonic
Lodge. I'm a Mason. That’s how I knew [the
building] was for sale and I bought it. Now, a
lot of lodges were missing up here. One of
their ceremonies in initiation includes a
skeleton, and that was ihe original skeleton

they left when they moved out

What did you think when you found all
of this?

How interesting! My main reason of thinking
at that ime was, How can [ incorporate this
[into the bathhouse]? I was going to leave the
vault door down there but that was pretty stu-
pid because that’s the perfect room for a
steam room. So I took that out. There’s very
little left of the original [layout].

How did Man’s Country survive through
the height of the AIDS epidemic? What do
you attribute to that survival?

Man'’s Country survived through those rough
times very limited. I closed no more than half
of it down. [ turned the auditorium mto a dis-
cotheque. Man’s Country was cut down to
about 50 percent its original size.

How did you feel during that time?

Oh, fine. I felt great. I had a discotheque
going on. I never looked back. Some people
say that’s a fault, but I really don’t. I'm
always looking forward and planning ahead.

What were other things you tried that got
similar reactions?

Well, I opened the Gold Coast in 1958,
[which was] the first leather bar in the
United States. When | had it, I hired the
first black bartender and everybody said,
“Oh it’s the North Side. You can’t do

that.” I did, and it worked

What was going on in your head as an
owner of a bathhouse during the height of
the AIDS epidemic?

It was several things. Survival was very
important. I was also trying to think of other
things to do. That’s why I opened the dis-
cotheque. I kind of thought bathhouses would
never come back. Once again, | was thinking
of other avenues to go, other ways to use the
building and so forth. On the other hand, I
never wanted to close the bathhouse because
I felt it was an excellent place for testing and
people to meet.

At the time AIDS hit, my lover [Etienne] had
AIDS. He died of AIDS. I was very kind to
the fact that people needed help

When AIDS first came out in "80, I was at the
gay leadership conference in Texas when it
was named. Before that it was called gay can-
cer or something like that. I was there and I
realized what happened. When | came back
here to Chicago, I closed the orgy room, took
out the glory holes and started handing out
condoms—selling condoms. We weren't giv-
ing them out yet.

Chuck Renslow relaxes in the lobby of Man's Co:mtry. 5015 N: Clark St.

The health department came in, and they said,
“It’s a lot better for people to be here than on
the streets.” So we stayed open. They're doc-
tors. They’re not dumb.

They realized that I was struggling to [stay
open]. There was another bathhouse at the
time, and they didn’t close their orgy room or
nothing. They said, “You're crazy. You're
going to lose business.”” Well I did lose busi-
ness. [ lost a lot of business. But I survived.

Why do you think bathhouses are still rel-
evant today?

Why were they relevant in Roman times?
Sex. There’s no two ways about it. What
I've done with Kinsey and sexual
research, [is that when] people are out
cruising in bars they are attracted to peo-
ple in their own class. In other words ...
somebody cruising tends to cruise to their
own social status. In a bathhouse, there 1s
no social status. All towels are white.
Everybody 1s naked. You can meet people
you wouldn’t ordinarily meet. In the bath-
house, we're equal. The millionaire 1s
walking around with a white towel and so
1s the bum.
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Reviews

L ] Blah, blah, blah ... this album
Garrison Starr is about as lame as the artist’s
The Sound of You ... last name. Typical lyrics and

beats make Starr’s music
blend in with the rest of the
plain-Jane crooner wannabes.

whatever eise in her life is
apparently worthy of singing
about. I'd rather listen to the
fiddle player at the el stations.
— T Breyne

Esquire
April 2006 Issue

“Best Song of the 21st
Century” might have been
more aptly titled “Best
Single,” but it’s mindless fun
4 all the same. The rest of the
1ssue 1s equally entertaining,
including the “Esky Music
Awards” winners and the story
of Sgt. Brian Wells getting a
new skull after returning from
Iraq and Sela Ward is official-
ly the sexiest 49-year-old
woman alive. —D. Strum

v 9o v If Bruce Willis never makes
16 Blocks _Die Hard 4, then 16 Blocks is
Richard Donner

as close as he’ll get. His char-
acter, an edgy alcoholic detec-
tive (what else is new), has to
escort a prisoner (Mos Def) to
a courthouse 16 blocks away.

Yippie-Kay-Yay—in that
strange 1'm-too-old-for-this-
shit sort of way.

— C. Jakubowski

Whole Foods generally sells

'. Y i slightly more natural prod-
Lmna","‘“'“avore‘j ucts—except when it comes to
Toothpicks

toothpicks. Instead of just
offering boring ol’ wood, it

bad breath and get rid of

lasts much lenger than most
chewing gum, and it looks

Valley Girl. — M. Byrne

She sings about love, pain and

It’s at least a bit reminiscent of |,

sells flavoreu toothpicks. The
packaging says they help fight

plaque. Furthermore, the taste

more Clint Eastwood and less

This rerelease from California
band Say Anything is packed
with cheesy pop-punk for your
skanking and air-punching
pleasure. A bonus CD, aptly
titled ... Was a Real Boy, has
great new songs like the hot
and lyrically-graphic single
“Wow I Can Get Sexual Too.”
— T. Breyne

v v ve@e
Say Anything
...Is A Real Boy

S nything

Yy 9 v e This futuristic tale takes a look
Batman: Year One at the caped crusader a century
Hundred #1 from now, when superheroes

Paul Pope are outlawed, and the totalitar-

ian government commands a
pack of cybernetic dogs.
Sounds boring, but Paul Pope
manages to make it work with
his distinctive rough-around-
the-edges style. The only thing
that sucks about this book is
its outrageous price. $5.99!
—H. Clauss

v v v
Match Point
DVD

This romantic thriller deviates
from Woody Allen’s usual New
York-based comedy. Scarlett
Johansson’s performance as a
sultry seductress, however, is
typical of her. She’s smoldering
and hot, but her inability to play
a role other than the mysteri-
ously irresistible woman dis-
rupts the flow of this otherwise
superb movie.

—J. Fischer

v v v Fender has designed a ware-
Fender Geddy Lee house of artist signature gui-
Jazz Bass

tars, but the Geddy Lee bass
rises above even those.
Designed as an exact replica of
the guitar used by the
acclaimed Rush bassist, the

| Geddy Lee model delivers
near-perfect tone and the
streamlined feel of classic
Fender jazz basses.

—S8. Libretti

pixiei=21

v 9o v
KT Tunstall
Eye to the Telescope

Tunstall is one of the breakout
stars of the year, and for good
reason. She’s like a mixture of
Fiona Apple and Nora Jones,
dishing out soulful pop that
should play in the background
of a movie’s “liberating”
moment. Some songs aren’t
too special, but the good ones
are grrreat. — I. Breyne

v 9 @9 Modok was this really lame
The Journal of Modok Hulk villain who was basically
Studies

a giant head in a floating
wheelchair. Like I said, lame.
This awesome zine, though,
dedicates itself to making fun
of this obscure character in a
number of delightful ways. It’s
geared for comic book dorks
but is well worth the $2.

—H. Clauss

vV 9 9@
Jarhead

Instead of being an action-
packed war movie, Jarhead
gives an honest look into the
life of a Marine through the
cruel reality of boot camp,
fighting in the Middle East
during Desert Storm and
falling back into society. Jake
Gyllenhaal fans won’t be dis-
appointed by his raw acting,
or by his phenomenal
physique. —H. Graham

You get four attempts to curl

v 9 @9 e ;

3 animated puppies across a
I!:::E';}{w?vl:;‘lglz ,% esar- kitchen floor and get closer to
cade.net the target than your friend or

the computer opponent.
Occasional glitches can under-
mine the competition, but the
game’s still an effective way
of losing track of time and
smiling while doing so.

— D. Strum

Premium

Blend

Taking a closer look at Chicago’s local bands

The Living Blue have known each other for the better
part of two decades, if not more than that, and have been
playing together for eight years. Throughout that tinte, the
indie rock band-—Joe Prokop on guitars, Stephen Ucherek
on vocals ard guitars, Mark Schroder on drums and
Andrew Davidson on bass—have had their name scattered
across the country. Their song “State of Affairs” off their
new album, Fire, Blood, Water, has been played on the
WB’s “One Tree Hill,” and they beat out 1,000 other bands
in Liitle Steven’s (Van Zandt, of “The Sopranos” and the E
Street 3and) Underground Garage Rock Festival for a pro-
file on MTV. Though most of the band comes from Odell,
i'i., they are currently residing in Champaign as they wait
0 kick off their Midwestem tour in April.

The Chronicfe. What kind of shows did you guys
play in the "90s?

Prokop: In Odell, we never played there, But in
Champaign, we were doing the party circuit thing and
some clubs in towa. Back then, house parties were huge
for bands to play. You'd get a lot of touring indie bands
that would play parties. So we did that a lot, just kind of
progressed through the years [by] getting our name out
and getting better shows. And then it worked out with
better shows in different cities and better shows in dif-
ferent states. It just kind of spread through the years,

Did you like playing at parties?

No, | mean it defintely made us stick out like sore
thumbs, which 14 a good thing "cause at the time, you're
talking Champaign  the home of emo. That's where it
came from unfortunately, We were playing a completely
different genre of music at the time so we really did

stick out. So our shows were pretty chaotic. We were
younger then, so it was funky. We were having a good
time at a house party.

How has your sound changed from those house par-
ties to now?

We've always kind of had a *60s backbone to our music.
When we first started out, we were really highly influ-
enced by a lot of "90s garage rock, kind of bluesy garage
rock, a lot of surf, instrumental stuff. Then through the
years we've dabbled a lot more with British invasion
and late "60s psychedelic garage rock. We have other
influences as well. We've been pretty heavily influenced
by Captain Beefheart. A few years ago we were influ-
enced by The Cynics, The Makers, The Oblivions, The
Dirtbombs, all that good stuff.

What about nowadays”

In no way am I trying to sound arrogant at all or
pompous, but we've been playing now for eight years
and touring like crazy the last few years, We see bands
every night. 1t's just like no matter what you do, no mat-
ter what your profession is, you're just gonna get, not
burnt out, but there's [just] a lot of stuff today, I'm defi-
nitely picky about what | listen to.

You guys have played all across the country. How do
audiences compare const to const?

As many times as we've done New York, Los Angeles
wis awesome to us, New York is o tough crowd, 1t's like
you really have to work hard to bring, people out. Our
lrst show i LA was pretty much sold out, We play
Chicago all the time, and we've defimitely had to work

Courtasy Minty Fresh

for it. The last few years have been booming for our
Chicago shows. It's been really big crowds.

You’ve been getting a lot of positive press lately—
does it feel like it’s taken awhile to get to this point?
It definitely has. But I'll tell you something, we talk
about it a lot, We're glad about [our experiences] as
opposed to a band who blows up overnight and has no
experience of the industry.

For more information on The Living Blue, visit their
website, www thelivingblue .com

I' Brevne
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Crosswor

ACROSS
1 Little bit
5 Jazz singer

Carmen

10 Ice melter

14 Christmas song

15 Large antelope

16 Court entreaty

17 Committee
head, perhaps

19 Paper tidbit

20 Violent attack

21 Quadrille dance

23 Bro's sib

24 More optimistic

25 Mr. Universe
contestants

28 Cribbage piece

29“__Din"

32 God of love

33 Piece of the
action

34 Go

35 Turn informer

36 One archangel

38 Bill at the bar

39 E-flat

41 Flow out

42 Actress
Rowlands

43 Note from the

boss

44 Singer Tillis

45 Pal

46 Greet like a lion

48 Family men

49 Honors formally

51 Frankfurter's
cousin

55 Teheran land

56 Junkyard
collection

58 Easter season

59 Restaurant unit

60 Enameled
metalware

61 Men-to-be

62 Twice as
cunning

63 PC junk mail

DOWN
1 Old Peruvian
2 Circus-goers’
cries
3 Brewed drinks
4 Assumed
names
5 Whimpers

1 2 3 4

21 22

39 40

47

56

59 60

61

62 63

© 2006 Tribune Madia Servi
All rights reserved.

6 Congeal

7 Ewe’s mate

8 Computer type

9 Ferber and Best
10 Enliven
11 Took turns
12 Provocative look
13 Scottish berets
18 Downfall

ices, Inc.

8/11/08

'
-3
£
=
-]
3
@

CIEIMES
<|—|0|a

(<) |w
o«

< |@C|w|<
L) e =1 =

<o jwlx
Tjwlw|-|mn

mi<|D|=
o|<|n|O|<|2

22 Patrick or Bruce
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24 Backpedal
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25 Buffalo bunches

26 Re-create blank
tape

27 Country of
origin

28 Alehouse

30 Stately

31 Cornered

33 Upper limit

34 Gal at the ball

36 Extensive

37 Original PC
maker

40 Quantities

42 Seam inserts

44 Mathematician
Blaise
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45 Creator of Oz
47 Takes five
48 Writing sheet

51 Store lure
52 On the summit

o
53 Fancy party

49 Pie-cooling
ledge 54 First sch.
50 Surface 57 Baseball
measure player's stat

o the nines

fashion@columbta

Columbia
President Warrick
L. Carter’s sense of
fashion is best
summed up by
Yvonne Sode, his
executive assistant.

“| call him Mr,
GQ),” Sode said.

A fan of formal
wear, Carter shops
at Paul Stewart for
bow ties and the
Shirt Shop in New
York for custom-tai-
lored button-up
shirts.

Carter’s inspira-
tion for fashion
comes from his
¢ uncle Denver Jones,
whose mastery of
color combinations
& still impresses
= Carter.

“He always looked
good in clothes,”
Carter said.""He had
a sense and flair for
combining colors.”

A staple of
Carter’s wardrobe is
the Columbia pin he
wears on all of his
blazers.

“Whenever | go
out, | carry the col-
lege with me,” he
said.

Mauricio Rubio/The Chronicle

Out of My Head

by Scotty Carlson

ri 2006

© scott

I HAVE HAD IT UP TO HERE WITH
RELATIONSHIPS! IF I'M NOT CON-
SOLING FRIENDS WHO'VE BEEN
DUMPED, THEN IT'S ME BEING
REJECTED LEFT AND RIGHT!

4

IF YOU'RE LISTENING, GOD,
T'LL GLADLY TRADE YOU MY
LEFT ARM FOR A WEEK OF
DEALING WITH SOMETHING
OTHER THAN GIRL TROUBLE!
g

WHY AREN'T YOU DRESSED?
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE OUT
LOOKING FOR A JOB RIGHT NOW.

THIS I8 MY JOB.
I'VE DECIDED TO
BECOME A GURL.

HOW ABOUT WE SQUARE THINGS
WITH A FEW OF MY FINGERS
INSTEAD OF THE WHOLE ARM?

NOT EXACTLY YOUR BEST EFFORT. |

bhorosgcopes

by alicia Dorr

Aries (March 21 — April 20): You will enjoy a brief stint as the new face on the

¢ Wheaties box this week, but the entire edition will be recalled because some
* kid found a razor in a flake.

Taurus (April 21 — May 21): You're sort of a curmudgeon. Perhaps you should
take some ecchinachea, get some rest.

Gemini (May 22 — June 21): You will blink for the gazillionith time today, and

¥ it will be a total party.

Cancer (June 22 — July 23): You sort of smell like Subway. You know—burnt

¥ hair and B.O.

|

Leo (July 24 — Aug. 23): You look incredibly dapper in suits.

Virgo (Aug. 24 — Sept. 23): This week all your experiments will pay off when
you prove your hypothesis that you can get fatter just from smelling fast food.

22 Libra (Sept. 24 — Oct. 23): You're gonna get hit by a bus if you keep this shit

up.

¢ Scorpio (Oct. 24 — Nov. 22): You never liked peas as a child, but you’ll try one

today and realize they’re not all that bad. And then you'll throw up.

)\ Sagittarius (Nov. 23 — Dec. 21): Who wears that hat, seriously? Hoboes,

orphans and you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 — Jan. 20): You mistakenly say “yes” when someone asks
you if you want a sandwich today. You must have missed the word “knuckle”
before it.

Aquarius (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You should get a beer and go drink it in Grant

Park. Trust me, they never catch that stuff.

Pisces (Feb. 20 — Mar. 20): This week you will eat cold pizza.
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* 1000 Anytime Minutes
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*Buy 1 and get up to 3
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Carter speaks, students respond

Creating change
should begin at
the top

By Michelle C. Finkler
Copy Editor

Columbia president Warrick L.
Carter, who is black, and his nearly
all-white front row of vice presi-
dents backpedaled during the Q-
and-A session that capped off the
State of the College address on
March 8. The session got at the
heart of student issues but merely
evoked PR-style responses and
many “I don’t knows” from admin-
istrators.

One concern resonated more
than once: student body diversity.
Before the administration can tack-
le this issue, it should consider
starting at the top and looking at
itself.

For example, Carter and the tem-
porary vice president of
Institutional Advancement, Eric
Winston, are the only two adminis-
trators who are not white. It’s
insulting to hear administrators
harp about how they're trying to
mend fading minority enrollment
(which has decreased by 10 per-
centage points within the past
decade) and further increase the
minority population of the school,
when their own counterparts are
mostly white.

“What are you [Carter] doing as
an African-American yourself and
president of this institution ... to
retain these students as well as
recruit them?” asked a black stu-
dent. She expressed her alarm over
how financially taxing tuition rates
forced some students she knows to
leave Columbia.

Carter replied that he is con-
cerned with what happens to
minority students and hopes that
the new scholarships created for
low-income students will be a solu-
tion. However, he said, “There is

very little that I can do at the very
top other than influence policy and
to make sure that we have the right
kind of policies and to support
mechanisms on campus to reach
out.” These soft and seemingly
scripted answers are inadequate for
a student body that was once
praised .or its diversity.

And whatever these “mecha-
nisms” are, they aren’t doing much
to entice prospective students by
working at recruitment tools along-
side their educational purposes.
For example, what good is the
Center for Community Arts
Partnerships if the population of
black students at Columbia is wan-
ing every year? Maybe less money
should be invested into these

“mechanisms” since they are not
working to promote Columbia to
the very students they are designed
to serve.

But the root of the issue stems
from the past decade of Columbia’s

administrative decisions that have
somehow increased white enroll-
ment while neglecting to recipro-
cally increase African-American
enrollment. It's encouraging to
hear Carter talk about the record
numbers of students enrolling in
Columbia; however, this increase
in white enrollment only dilutes
campus diversity, despite the addi-
tional revenue it brings.

The yearly tuition increase is a
common threat to low-income,
black students (the median income
of black students at Columbia is
$30,000, while the median for
white students is $80,000, accord-
ing to vice president of Student
Affairs Mark Kelly). Carter attrib-
uted the tuition increase to a num-
ber of reasons including faculty
and staff raises, which average 2.8
percent in the United States,
according to an article in The
Chronicle of Higher Education.
Compared to Carter’s raise of 8,75

percent (a $22,587 increase) for the
2003-2004 fiscal year, the faculty
received chump change. He
shouldn't blame faculty for the
tuition hike, when his raise exceed-
ed theirs by $20,795.

And although affordability cer-
tainly plays a role in any student’s
college choice, maybe there is a
greater deterrent that keeps non-
white students from attending
Columbia. Maybe it’s that minority
students just don’t want to go to a
school where they have difficulty
relating to the students, faculty and
staff.

Administrators said they know
minority students like to be in an
environment where people look
like them. Doesn’t the administra-
tion know that it’s all white save
for two members?

So while administrators try to
“create change” in Columbia’s
diversity, they may want to start at
the top with themselves.

Erin MashiThe Chronicle

Plenty of good
questions, not
many answers

By Derek Strum
Commentary Editor

The Student Government
Association handed out beads and
decks of playing cards before
Columbia president Warrick L.
Carter’s State of the College
address on March 8. Attendees also
received a short printed itinerary,
which resembled a fine dining
menu, for the event.

Too bad for those of us who left
the Ferguson Theater feeling as
though we’d just been served a
lukewarm plate of baloney.

“This is always fun for me,”
Carter told the audience at the
beginning of his fourth annual
address. But the president’s body
language really suggested other-
wise as he sat in a folding chair,
repeatedly rubbed his hand along
his left leg and looked to the vice
presidents seated in the front row

while students asked questions. It
became apparent rather quickly
that the event was really more a
“Question and Answer with Mark
Kelly.” At one point later in the Q-
and-A session, Carter simply
responded to a question concern-
ing the cost and availability of
Internet and cable access on cam-
pus by looking to the first row and
saying, “Who's going to answer
that for me?”

There were a good variety of
questions from students following
the address, but the responses to
those questions reminded me an
awful lot of the familiar lines I
heard following the speech last
year. Points are “well-taken” and
administrators will “look into™ this
or “re-examine” that.

I’ll try to retain my optimism,
but it was hardly any wonder that
students had to be reminded when
they were expected to applaud. “1
think this place looks completely
different, don’t you?” Carter
asked, politely nudging the audi-
ence to clap. I would’ve said, “My
hallway’s orange™ if it didn’t sound
so much liks something more like-

ly to come from Ralph Wiggum.

I doubt anybody would enjoy
having to go before an audience of
college students and try to explain
to them why they shouldn’t have
the concerns they do, but I left the
Ferguson with probably just as
many questions as | had when |
entered. While the idea of a
“Campus Center Savings
Account” sure sounds wonderful,
it’s a little troubling to hear how
much Columbia plans to rely
“heavier and heavier” on contribu-
tions from its alumni.

From more than 30,000 gradu-
ates from the arts and media col-
lege, a mere $48,000 was con-
tributed to the school last year.
Does Columbia completely strip
its students of their generosity
before they leave? Well, when you
consider that there was the pleas-
ant news of a 4.75 percent increase
in tuition to look forward to next
year (somebody’s got to pay for
those raises), it's not hard to see
why graduates might have other
obligations to honor with what
they earn.

1 don’t doubt that administrators

are legitimately concerned about
how well Columbia functions;
things might just be managed more
effectively if there wasn’t as much
emphasis on how it’s marketed.

When one student voiced her
displeasure with an experience at
the Student Health Center, saying,
“I don’t really feel like I received a
service there,” it should have
raised a red flag for everybody in
the audience. The $25 Health
Center fee students pay for pro-
vides a “modest service,” accord-
ing to Kelly, in order to keep costs
low. So what the student posing the
question got for her money was the
advice to put a towel on her head
and lie down when she felt
extremely ill.

Sorry to rain on the parade, but
that anecdote was a real bring-me-
down. I assume other students felt
a similar reaction. And I would
hope that if they want more from
their investment in this college,
they will follow the rule to “never
quit” when it comes to vocalizing
their displeasure with such items—
as well as remembering never to
forget that rule.

Space at the
college should
be priority

By Chris Schroeder
Guest Columnist

Warrick L. Carter’s State of the
College address was an overall
success. Communication between
the administration leaders and stu-
dents was sincere and informative
in most respects.

However, 1 don’t feel that [ was
successful in learning what the
administrative position was on
one question | presented. As we
sat in this overcrowded room for
one of the year’s most important
events on campus, | asked Carter
what his thoughts were about hav-
ing a large, multipurpose room in
the new student center as a solu-
tion to the small gathering spaces
on campus. Basically, Carter, vice
president of Campus Environment
Alicia Berg, and vice president of
Student Affairs Mark Kelly
informed us that various spaces
around campus would be better
used in the future and there would
be a couple large spaces in the stu-
dent center that would be put to
use as well.

I was pleased to hear Carter,
Berg and Kelly speak about large
spaces in the student center. But |
am still concemed that dividing
the space into separate rooms will
only hinder our ability to accom-
modate larger events while also
limiting the type of events held.

‘Warrick L. Carter’s
State of the College
address was an overall
success. Communication
between administration
leaders and students was
sincere and informative
in most respects.’

As | understand it, student com-
munity is a top priority in building
a student center. In the address,
Carter said Columbia wanted to
provide one of the best student
communities around. Can a large
student community exist if the col-
lege doesn’t have a large space to
come together in?

Last fall, the Student
Government Association held a
semester kick-off party that jam-
packed Roosevelt University's
gym to the point that there was
very little room to walk. The
strength of our student community
will continue to grow at a tremen-
dous rate. If Columbia continues
renting space at University of
Illinois at Chicago and ignoring
that Roosevelt’s space is hardly
enough room now (it certaiply
won’t be better as our enrollment
grows), the need for the students
to come together will be unmet
even with the student center estab-
lished.

—Chris Schroeder is an SGA sen-
ator and president of Columbia
Athletics
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[ ClSpaces. Your spaces.

HOKIN GALLERY

623 S WABASH AVENUE, HOURS: 9 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY

THE CONTEMPORARY CONDITION, March 6- April 21
Reception: March 24, 6-8 pm

The Contemporary Condition: Photographs of Our Time is an exhibit of undergraduate and
graduate student photography which explores the state of today's society.

“The photographs in this exhibit were created to point and ask, plead even, for answers
to questions as diverse as: do we really go so numb in front of an embarrassment of
riches; can you image buying a brand new house that looks exactly like every house on
the block; does anyone seriously believe that these plastic plants don't, in fact, make
things worse; or are we that afraid of death that we feel compelled to turn corpses into
dolls?

There is a certain disbelief a: work here that only occurs when the filter of routinization
is stripped away by seeing something freshly. And as with any revelation, there is a
challenge: is this the way you want it? what are you going to do about it?”

- Curator. Paul D'Amato, Professor of Photography, Columbia College Chicago

HOKIN ANNEX

623 S WABASH AVENUE, HOURS: 9 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY

NEW AMERICANA, March 13 - April 21
Reception: March 16, 5-7pm

This open-call student exhibition explores and examines the New Americana Many of
today’'s ideals. ethics and climates can easily be identified as American. Definition can
be drawn from consumerism, direct marketing techniques and fast foods to family values,
sexuality, entertainment and environmental landscape

C33 GALLERY, 33 E Congress Avenue,

HOURS: 9 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY

Shojo Manga! Girl Power! Power of Girl Comics
Marcn 13 - April 26, 2006
Coiiege-Wide Reception, March 28, 5-7 pm

Shojo Manga! Girl Power! is an internationally touring exhibition. The show includes more
than 200 artworks from 23 artists who have contributed to the development of modern
Shojo Manga (girl comics) in Japan since World War Il. The medium reflects the evolution
cf the social roles of Japanese girls and women during this period. The exhibition also
documents how the visual composition of manga mirrors the developments in Japanese
aesthetics.

Shojo Manga! Girl Power! is curated by Dr. Masami Toku, Associate Professor of Art and
Art History at California State University Chico.

GLASS CURTAIN GALLERY
1104 S WABASH AVENUE, HOURS: 10 AM - 5 PM TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY AND 10 AM - 7 PM ON
MONDAY AND THURSDAY

PEACE IT TOGETHER—MI{DDLE EAST PEACE QUILT EXHIBITION
March 2-Apri! 1, 2006

The Middle East Peace Quilt Exhibition is the centerpiece of Peace it Together, a month-
long celebration presented by Genesis at the Crossroads and Columbia College Chicago.
Sima Elizabeth Seffrin, a visionary visual artist from Vancouver, British Columbia,
conceived the Middle East Peace Quilt. Seffrin's two year project pieces together 30
panels created by artists of Israeli, Palestinian, European, and North American descent.
All 30 of the panels will be on display in the Glass Curtain Gallery.

The Peace it Together celebration will present a number of arts programs, exhibitions,
performances and lectures during the first two weekends of March. Peace it Together is a
celebration focused on the power of art to bridge diverse cultures and peoples.

GLASS

CuUurzarn

GALLERY GALLERY

SPACES
THE STUDENT CENTERS AND GALLERIES OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO
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Wianifest is Calling. .. Pick up.

CALL FOR ARTWORK!

MANIFEST URBAN ARTS FESTIVAL
ALL DAY, FRIDAY MAY 12, 2008 / SOUTH LOOP ARTS DISTRICT

Submit digitai images of your work for display in the Manifest online
gailery. Images may include whatever you do best: phato documentation
of visual art, performance, design layouts, video/fitm stilis...anything!

Bring a CD or OVD 1o the 1104 S wabash, first floor, Glass Curtain Gatiery
office suites, Questions? 312.344.6645.

Images should be of sufficient quatity to print a1 87 x 107

DEADLINE: MARCH 24

CALL FOR TICTOC PROPOSALS!

MANIFEST URBAN ARTS FESTIVAL

ALL DAY, FRIDAY MAY 12, 2006 / SQUTH LOOP ARTS DHSTRICT
TICTOC includes: art pieces that are sita specific, abie o de performed
in the nooks and crannies of Columbia's campus, have & strong visua!
eiemant, and can be short or durat interactive or static, or solo or
collabosative,

Questions? Jennifer Friedrich, 1104 S Wabash, frst Hoor, Glass Curtain
Ballery offica suites, 312.344.6642.

TICTOUC proposals must be submitted online
http://manifest.colum.eduy/tictoe/

DEADLINE: MARCH 24

BANDS

312.344.7188.

CALL FOR BANDS AND SOLO MUSICAL ARTISTS, DANCE TROUPES, DJS, AND SPOKEN WORD ARTISTS

Submit demos to perform on outside stages around campus during Manifest 06 on May 12. The only criteria is that at least one member of the
group must be of graduate status (undergraduate or graduate). Demo must be on a CD, DVD, video, or audio tape and have good sound and/or
visual quality, but can be a rehearsal tape. Demo must be clearly labeled with the title of the group, contact number and e-mail address. Submitted
demos will not be returned. Demos can be submitted te Sharod Smith, Program Coordinator of [C]Spaces, Hokin Annex, 623 S Wabash, first floor,

 Deadline Wardh 17!

Mark your calendars...Manifest is May 12, 2006! Visit: http://manifest.colum.edu
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-10-HN SIMMONS

MEERY)

MICHAEL SERAFINI -

[GRAMAPHONE, BOOM BOOM ROOM]
CELEBRATING MICHAEL'S
BIRTHDAY

Rpril 9

RON CAI"\'RDL.L.

Drink Specials:

5.00 - Jager Bombs
5.00 - Patron Shots
4.00 - Frozen Drinks
$4.00 - Red Stripe Bottles
$3.00 - Mimosas

i e e e L ﬁh__-_ .
FOOD SPECIALS:

} SPECIAL MENU SERVED ALL NIGHT
LATE LATE BRUNCH MENU 4 PM - 8 PM!

? 50 CENT WORLD FAMOUS CACTUS

i WINGS BETWEEN 8 PM - 10 PM

1

NO COVER CHARGE

404 SOUTH WELLS STREET | CHICAGO, IL 60407
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF WELLS & VAN BUREN
ONE BLOCK NORTH OF CONGRESS

CACT us ?Jowmowu CHICAGO

[BAREGRILL) 12) 922 - 2830

A MESSAGE FROM STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES

_ Are you planning on

registering for summer classes?
Summer 2006 Financial Aid Applica-
tions will be available March
13-May 26. Please visit the SFS
News Spothght or Forms page at

www colum.edu/sfs for more details

For more information,
please contact Student Financial
Services by dialing 1-866-705
0200 or visit our website

colum.edu/sfs

W Summer 2006 registra-
tion begins March 13. Fall
registration begins April 3.
Registrafion hoids have been
placed on accounts with
outstanding balances. Please
log onto your Oasis Portal to
check the status of your
account or to make a payment.
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Burnin’ in Chicago

Chicago film series
screens Burning Man
documentary

By Allison Riggio
Staff Writer

rilmmakers Michael Wilson and
Rob VanAlkemade were on hand
to answer questions from the audi-
ence after a showing of their docu-
mentary, Burnirg Man: Bzyond
Black Rock, ai the Cricago
Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington
St. The documentary, shown on
March 3, covers Burning Man, an
annual festival held in the Nevada
desert, which has gone from a
handful of friends to roughly
35,000 people over its 20-year his-

tory.
According to Brian Keigher,
program coordinator for the

Cultural Center and the Chicago
Department of Culturai Affairs, the
documentary was chosen to be part
of the Cultural Center’s film series
showcasing a wide array of inde-
pendent movies.

“It really seemed to be a good
tie-in with acknowledging this
whole arts community and shed-
ding some light on this kind of
mythical event,” Keigher said.

Wilson, preducer of the docu-
mentary, said he never intended to
make a film about Burning Man,
but was intrigued by the event after
attending it with friends.

“It feels like this completely
chaotic gypsy city that just rises
out of the dust,” Wilson said. “It
just occurred to me that somebody
was running a really incredibly
elegant production—an invisible
wtherity—but everybody feels
completely free. I wanted to know

what was going on.”

Burning Man: Beyond Black
Rock chronicles the event’s coordi-
nators up to the final davs of the
2003 Burning Man festival.
Wilsen said he never intended to
expose anything while document-
ing the process, but rather wanted
to tell the untold story of the organ-
ization and philosophies of this
event.

“Honestly, when I went into this,
I was fiie, ‘If this turns out to be a
scam, I'm just going to stop shoot-
ing,”” Wilson said. “Because I
think that’s really the last thing the
world needs—one more report of
how a great thing is a scam in this
country.”

The event, which began on a
beach in San Francisco in 1986,
has since become a cultural phe-
nomenon in the Black Rock Desert
in Nevada. Taking place the week
before Labor Day, Burning Man
has become a showcase for art and
creativity in the environment of a
temporary city.

Participants bring all of their
own supplies and live as a commu-
nity in the desert turned massive
campsite. People can visit any-
thing from an art gallery to a three-
story dance floor running on a gen-
erator, Wilson said. All of these
“theme camps” are creations of the
participants alone and are not
funded, built or maintained by the
Burning Man organizers. The
week culminates with the burning
of a roughly 40-foot wooden man
as the annual tradition.

“It was really just about creative
freedom in the beginning,”
VanAlkemade said. “There was
definitely no specific meaning
assigned to any of it .. [especially
not| to ‘the Man.” It was really just

KRT

Fire-dancer Kara Snyder performs at the Burning Man festival in Nevada in 2003. The Chicago
Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St., held a viewing of ‘Burning Man: Beyond Black Rock, a
documentary about the annual event. The Chicago Cultural Center's film series will view ‘The
Found Footage Festival' on March 31.

a spontaneous sort of gesture that
caught on and became a sort of rit-
ual or tradition for a few friends.”

One of the noticeable character-
istics of this event is that there are
very few items available for sale to
participants after entering the
Buming Man gates. One of two
items sold 1s ice, with the proceeds
benefiting communities around
Black Rock, VanAlkemade said

The documentary highlights the
organizers as they plan and budget
for the festival roughly a year in
advance. Since they do not profit
from any sales, once the festival
begins, the organizers rely on entry
ticket sales to fund the project each
year.

“Fortunately the administration
has refused to sell out in any way,”

VanAlkemade said. “They could
all be multi-millionaires easily
enough if it became the ‘Burning
Pepsi Man.””

According to Jon Groot,
Burning Man Chicago co-regional
contact, one of the few rules of the
event 1s to “leave no trace.” This
means that participants are
required to remove every single
item brought to Black Rock,
garbage included.

Rumors often associated with
Buming Man tend to have nega-
tive connotations, Wilson said,
adding that far too many people
are under the impression that the
festival is “just naked girls and
fire.”

“I saw [the documentary, and] I
thought it was great because it

totally did help kind of break down
those stereotypes that people have
about Burning Man,” Keigher
said. “It’s an arts festival first and
foremost. We definitely wanted to
educate the masses on the Burning
Man festival being a cultural
movement [and] a significant
event.”

According to Keigher, the next
film in the Cultural Center’s series
is an eclectic montage of {footage
compiled from discarded video-
tapes from all across the country.

“The Chicago film series contin-
ues with “The Found Footage
Festival” scheduled for March 31
at 8 p.m. Admission is free and
open to the public. For more infor-
mation on the Burning man, con-
tact chicago@burningman.com.
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St. Patrick’s:
Number of Irish
pubs increasing
in Chicago

Continued from Back Page

brewed at the St. James Gate
Brewery in Dublin, Ireland,
before being transported across
the Atlantic on container ships,
Creed said.

Tractor-trailers move the beer
to distribution centers across
America following its arrival on
the East Coast.

Chicago Beverage Systems,
44i N. Kilbourn Ave., is the
only distributor of Guinness in
the city and its facilities can
hold more than 115,000 barrels.
said Beth Hack, special events
coordinator for Chicago
Beverage Systems.

Hack said the week of St
Patrick’s Day is one of the
busiest times of the year for the
distributor, and the majority of
the Guinness kegs are sold to
Irish bars and pubs.

Fado’s, 100 W. Grand Ave.,
sells the most Guinness to the
public in Chicago followed by
Celtic Crossings, 751 N. Clark
St.; Kerryman, 661 N. Clark St.;
Grafton Pub & Grill, 4530 N.
Lircoln Ave., and the Chicago
Hilton, 720 S. Michigan Ave.,
Hack said.

“We know we’re one of the
top sellers here in Chicago,”
said Malcolm Molloy, owner of
the Grafton Pub & Grill. “It
shows on St. Patrick’s Day
when we go through loads of

Guinness; it’s our No. 1 selling
beer by a mile.”

Molloy, who left Dublin in

the 1990s, said he came to
Chicago because of the job
opportunities in the city. Then
four years ago he opened the
neighborhood bar where locals
are welcomed with their chil-
dren, he said.

While the tradition of drink-
ing Guinness on St. Patrick’s
Day hasn’t changed over the
years, the place of celebrations
has, said Kathy O’Neil, spokes-
woman for the Irish American
Heritage Center, a nonprofit
organization aimed at promot-
ing Irish-American culture.

“In the past it was just the
Irish bars that had celebra-
tions,” O’Neil said. “Now it’s a
citywide  celebration that
attracts a mix of people who
like being Irish for a day.”

Overall, Chicago’s celebra-
tions are some of the biggest in
the country and include three
parades, parties, concerts and
museum exhibits, O'Neil said.

The number of Irish pubs is
also growing. Within the past 18
months McCann’s website indi-
cated that four new bars opened
in the Lincoln Park area as well
as six in the Loop and 14 in
River North.

Establishments posted on
McCann's site must meet his
requircments, and that starts
with irish—not just Irish-
American—people on both
sides of the bar, which helps add
to a friendly atmosphere, he
said.

While surrounded by the
smoky, dark wood interior,
patrons shouldn’t be over-
whelmed by numerous TVs

Rallying for immigrants’ rights

to five years in prison.

Chanting “Si, se puede!” (“Yes, it is possible!”), thousands assembled in Union Park at
Ashland Avenue and Lake Street, in Chicago, to protest against congressional bill H.R.
4437. The bill would make transporting and assisting illegal immigrants punishable with up

Dan Ciskey/The Chronicle

when eating classic entrees like
fish and chips, shepherd’s pie
and curry fries, McCann said.
“And then the most important
part is that the pub must pour
the perfect pint of Guinness,”
McCann said. “That's where the
idea for the crawl came from.”

McCann said the Irish theme
is a business model that seems
to be working in high traffic,
commercial areas. And as long
as the pubs are in the neighbor-
hood he'll continue to map out
routes to take from bar to bar for
the ultimate Irish experience.

“I can tell you me and my
cousin were satisfied after the
original North Side Crawl,”
McCann said. “It took us about
seven hours.”

For more information on
McCann's pub crawl, visit
www.kiplog.com/irishmap.
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Columbia ends the ‘blues’

Columbia to convert
Buddy Guy’s Legends
to parking lot in 2007

2y Allison Riggio
Staff Writer

A gathering of roughly 25 South
Loop residents expressed approval
of Coumbia’s campus master plan
at a March 6 South Loop
Neighbors meeting, although
some people still had reservations
about aspects of the proposal.

Alicia Berg, Columbia’s vice
president of Campus Envircnment
presented the plan te (k- jocal
noaprofit at Grace Place, 637 S,
Dearborn St. One »f the key points
Berg outlined was the develop-
ment of a new campus center at
8th Street and Wabash Avenue,
currently the site of Buddy Guy's
Legends. The school plans to
build a 14-story mixed-use space
sometime after the end of Guy’s
lease in May 2007. The campus
center will allow for potential stu-
dent performance areas, lounges
and computer labs on the lower
floors and add additional class-
room space on the upper floors,
Berg said.

Many residents were pleased
with the rlan fo build on the loca-
tion; some residents had even said
the current condition of the blues
civb was somewhat of an eyesore.

“I hate to see: [Buddy Guy’s] go
because his music is great, but the
building is awful,” said South
J.oop resident Leukia Verhage.

Since a2 budget has not been
worked out yet for the campus
center, it is too ea:ly to otfer a time

frame for construction, Berg said.
She added that the college has
plans to convert Buddy Guy's
Legends into a parking lot during
the likely time gap after the club’s
lease ends and before the college
is financially ready to construct
the campus center.

Concerns posed by the South
Loop Neighbors focused primarily
on the general aesthetics of the
already denseiy populated Wabash
Avenue. Some residents ques-
tioned why the school didn’t do
more to address the issue of a lack
of green space along the street in
its most>r plan.

“We are not a r:ch school ... and
we just can’t afford to be building
parks,” Berg said. “Part of our
mission 1s to really be able to pro-
vide an affordable education. It’s
very challenging to do that. If we
could afford to [develop green
space] we would.”

Along with their concemns, the
South Loop Neighbors had a bit of
advice to offer the college as well.
Verhage offered an option for the
school to consider when budget-
ing for the potentially $90 million
development.

“I know [the school wants]
Wabash to be Columbia College,
but the fact of the matter is you
have some high-end real estate
that is there too,” Verhage said. “I
Jjust think it might be a really good
idea to see how that can be worked
together between the [college] and
those [residencies]. You've got
people who own muillion-dollar
condos and penthouses, and you
don’t know what source of rev-
enue those people might be for
you as far as donors.”

Roose\

Michael Jarecki/The Chronicle

Standing next to an overhead projection, Alicia Berg, Columbia's vice president of Campus
Environment, speaks before a group of South Loop residents at Grace Place, 637 S. Dearborn
St. Columbia plans on initially converting the site of Buddy Guy's Legends into a parking lot.

Many residents suggested that
the college rent its street-level
space to retailers as an alternate
source of funding. According to
Berg, there is a possibility of some
retail space in the new campus
center, but it isn’t always the best
option for the school’s existing
buildings.

“We don’t pay property taxes on
academic space, and we do pay
property taxes if we have a retail

portion of a space,” Berg said.
“[Additionally], we have such a
[shortage] of space on campus that
we really can’t afford to tum it
over to a retail tenant. And we also
like the street presence for our-
selves, because we have all these
galleries and things [as store-
fronts].”

Mark Muenzer, vice president
of the South Loop Neighbors, said
that while some concemns certainly

exist about the development, the
group is generally pleased with
what the college has done so far.

“Overall we're very supportive
of what they’ve planned,”
Muenzer said. “It’s really wonder-
ful to see Columbia stepping up to
the plate and saying, ‘You know,
we really want to be a part of this
in creating some really funky
[and] neat kind of ideas.’ [The
area] needs an identity.”

GO FROM
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TO FLIGHT SCHOOL
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Chicago introduced new touch-screen voting machines which are being used for early voting for
the 2006 primary election on March 21.

Voting:

City equipped
with 21 early
voting stations

Continued from Back Page

right to allow residents to vote
early, while others have to wait
until March 21. The attorneys
wanted the court to strike down
the new article and provide addi-
tional polling places.

Oberman said that the new
election law may go back to the
Ilinois General Assembly.

“It’s too early to say, but [ sus-
pect it's going to be amended,”
Oberman said

However, Daniel W. White,
who handles media relations for
the Illinois State Board of
Elections, said the General
Assembly designed the law to be
flexible.

“The law was written very
clearly to give discretion to the
jurisdictions [in Cook County],”
White said

White said that he could not
comment on the lawsuit because
it was just filed. but a court was to
hear the matter shortly

White said that other states
have enacted similar measures to
get more people 10 the polls. But
he also conceded that it takes a
while for it to pick up.

“We're always hopeful that
there's an increase in voting,”
White said. “It generally grows
with each subsequent election.”

However, within the last two
clections, primary election voting
has gone dowr while general
election voting has increas:.d. The
Chronicle collected and analyzed
data from the Chicago Board of
Election Commissiorers, which
compiles Chicago statistics, and
the Cook County Clerk’s Office,
which keeps suburban voting
data, for the 2002 and 2004 c¢lec-
tions

According to the analysis, only
36.7 percent of registered voters
cast a ballot for the 2002 primary;,
this number dropped to 348 per
cent in 2004. However, 52.1 per-
cent voted in the 2002 November

general election and 74.5 percent
voted in the 2004 general elec-
tion.

Within suburban Cook County,
3,084 people have voted as of
March 7, according Scott
Burnhom, spokesman for the
Cook County Clerk’s Office
Department of Elections. He said
around 1.3 million people are reg-
isiered voters in suburban Cook
County. Burnham also said that
this excludes absentee ballots.

Within Chicago city limits,
4,800 people have voted out of
the 1.3 million registered voters,
according to the Chicago Board
of Election Commissioners. The
number of registered voters in
Chicago reflects the last count as
of the end of February.

Despite the slow turnout, this
election 1s a contentious one,
especially for the position of pres-
ident for the Cook County Board.
Incumbent board president John
Stroger Jr. is running against
Forrest Claypool, another board
member. What makes this partic-
ular race controversial 1s that the
lawsuit was filed on behalf of
Claypool supporters

The lawsuit said that the areas
lacking early polling places “sub-
stantially inconvenience voters
who tend to vote for candidates
other than those supported by the
Cook County Regular
Democratic Organization,” like
Stroger.

However, Steve Mayberry, a
campaign spokesman for the

Stroger for President Campaign,
thinks the lawsuit is politically
motivated.

“It’s essentially a desperate
publicity stunt,” Mayberry said.
“The bottom line is that we don’t
have any control over [the num-
ber of polling places] at all.”

Ken Davis, the press secretary
for Citizens for Claypool, howev-
er, said the complaint dealt with
real concerns.

“[Voters] didn't have equal
access to the polling places,”
Davis said

Davis said that many of
Claypool’s supporters live in the
Lincoln Park, Rogers Park and
other North Side lakefront neigh-
borhoods, but he noted the early
voting polling places are not con-
veniently located near these areas.
The closest polling place to
Lincoln Park is Welles Park, 2333
W. Sunnyside Ave., which 1s over
five miles away.

Davis also said that although
Claypool didn’t directly file the
lawsuit, he supported it.

“One of the things that clearly
aggravated Forrest is that he has
very strong support but that [his
backers] are underserved,” Davis
said.

Chicago has 21 early voting
stations located throughout the
city. A complete listing of the
polling sites can be found at
www.chicagoelections.com A
listing of the open suburban Cook
County voting sites can be locat-
ed at www voterinfonet.com

FVoter Registration and Participation
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Election:
Students not
following local
elections

Continued from Back Page

O County Board of
Commissioners from each of
the 17 districts in Cook
County, which represent their
constituents in the county’s
primary governmental body.

OThe County Clerk’s
Office is responsible for keep-
ing all county records from
marriage and birth certificates
to applications and licenses.

OCounty Treasurer is in
charge of collecting and dis-
tributing taxes as well as
investing public funds.

OThe County Assessor
determines the value of prop-
erty for taxing purposes.

OThe Cook County Board
of Review provides a review
on real estate tax assessments
if appealed.

Any judicial vacancies in
the state supreme, appellate,
circuit and subcircuit courts
are up for election.

Kelley Quinn, a spokes-
woman for the Cook County
Clerk’s office, said the office
expects the coun-
ty board presi-
dent and sheriff
race to be of the
most interest on
the March ballot.

“I’ve never been
really political about
anything before; it’s

not like if I don’t vote

court system; all of that
affects them,” Quinn said.

Since turnout for midterm
elections is typically down in
Cook County, Quinn said, the
county is trying to make regis-
tering and voting as easy as
possible by using new voting
equipment, making available
early voting and extending the
deadline to register.

Fred Church, a senior jour-
nalism major at Columbia,
said he isn’t voting in the
upcoming election because it
is his right not to.

“I’ve never been really
political about  anything
before; it's not like if I don’t
vote something bad is going
to happen to me,” Church
said.

Church said just because he
isn’t voting doesn’t mean the
election isn’t important.

“Local elections are just as
important as the presidential
elections,” Church said. “The
president or governor isn’t
going to know what’s going
on in a small town like local
people would.”

Meaghan Olson, a senior
journalism major at
Columbia, said she is voting,
but she thinks most students
don’t care.

“Local government affects
us more than state and federal,
and no one notices that or
cares,” Olson said. “I think a
lot of people are confused
about the elections; they don’t
know how important it actual-

ly is. Who runs

the jails and
court affects us
all.”

The impact the
county has on

The race for 4 v eople  super-
Cook  County S".memmg bad is Ils:'edeps the imgact
board president g0ing to happen to  the city has.
has become me.” Like when a
increasingly Federal law
competitive, par- —Fred Church, overrides a state
ticularly on the Columbia senior law, a county

Democratic tick-
et. The contest
has recently caught headlines
for harsh ad campaigns run by
current Board President John
H. Stroger and his Democratic

challenger, Cook County
Commissioner Forrest
Claypool. The lone

Republican, Tony Peraica, is
also a current county commis-
sioner.

The other race being closely
followed is for sheriff. Recent
news about inmates escaping
from the Cook County Jail
and current Sheriff Michael
Sheahan’s retirement made
the contest one of the most
watched. Competing for the
Democratic nomination are
Thomas Dart, Sylvester Baker
and Richard Remus. The win-
ner will run against the one
Republican, Peter Garza.

Cook County, with a popu-
lation of more than 5 million
people, is the second largest
county in the country and is
home to not only the largest
single-site jail (Cook County
Jail), but also one of the
largest unified court systems
in the world.

Quinn said students living
or commuting to Chicago
should pay close attention and
participate in the local elec-
tion because the county
directly impacts them.

“[Students] drive on county
roads, use the hospitals, the

law overrides a

city law, Quinn
said. With each municipality
having its own set of laws and
regulations as well as the
county’s priorities can some-
times seem confusing.

David Morrison, deputy
director of the Illinois
Campaign for  Political

Reform, a non-partisan group
that explores and advocates
the improvement of govern-
ment and elections, said hav-
ing so many branches of gov-
ernment can sometimes cause
confusion.

“Lots of times people don’t
necessarily know where to
go,” Morrison said. “They
have a concern but don’t
know if they take that concern
to their state rep., county
commissioner or city alder-
man. It's hard to tell what
level of government is the
right one to deal with an
issue.”

Morrison said it's important
to get involved with the elec-
tions because a county the
size of Cook has so much
political clout.

“The county has thousands
of employees, and there is a
long history of patronage and
using taxpayer offices to sup-
port political operations,”
Morrison said. "It good gov-
ernment matters to people
then they should elect good
government candidates.™
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Exhibit of past foreshadows future

‘Evolving Pianet’
covers 4 billion years
of Earth’s history

By Alicia Dorr
Managing Editor

When Jim Alexander, a co-
trustee with the Elizabeth Morse
Genius Trust, spoke to the first vis-
itcrs of the Field Museum’s new
permanent  exhibit, “Evolving
Planet,” he told them humans are
basically doomed to extinction.

The experts that helped put
together the exhibit know that even
the longest stint of life on the plan-
et, from trilobites to dinosaurs, has
ended. But because the 27,000-
square-foot exhibit covers every-
thing after the first single-celled
organisms that showed up 4 billion
years ago, it puts Alexander’s point
into perspective.

“Evolving Planet” brings togeth-
er computer animation, casts and
models, facts and fossils to tell the
history of life on earth. The amount
of information and pieces in the
exhibit, which is aimed at both chil-
dren and adults, is extensive, vary-
ing from fossils from the museum’s
own collection to animations that
took teams of scientists and profes-
sional animators to create.

The exhibit, which replaces the
“Life over Time” display, has been
in the works for a few years,
involving scores of experts. It
includes 1,300 separate samples of
life, including early mammals and
humans, ancient plants and, of
course, dinosaurs. Lance Giande,
senior vice president and head of
collections at the museum, pointed
to a portion of the exhibit featuring
pieces from a rare rfossil bed in

Wyori:is g, from the Tertiary Period
called the Green River formation,
as an example of how important
and interesting these remnants can

“[These fossils] help us recon-
struct the environment and show
exactly what these animals were
doing,” Grande said. “It gives us
important insights about major
changes in ecology.”

The room focuses on an entire
ecosystem that was excellently pre-
served due to conditions at the
time. This room features rare fos-
sils such as a pregnant sting ray,
fish eating other fish, crocodiles,
turtles, insects and birds. Grande
said one of the most important parts
of this formation is that it shows
changes that the animals have gone
through over long periods of time.
He pointed to a paddlefish eating
another fish, as an example because
today they are filter feeders.

“This is a contemporaneous
ecosystem that we can study,”
Grande said. “These plants and ani-
mals all lived together, which is one
of the most powerful parts of it.”

This area features a large collec-
tion of bird fossils, which follows
the dinosaur hall and its
Deinonychus, a raptor that has fea-
tures of both birds and dinosaurs.
This supports the idea that most
experts agree on: Certain species of
dinosaurs evolved into birds.
Grande said that while dinosaurs
weren’t flying animals, “it’s clear
they had feathers,” citing a recently
fossil in,Asia of a dinosaur that had
feathers.

Besides just Deinonychus, a
huge portion of the exhibit is devot-
ed to the Mesozoic era, with some
dinosaur and flowering plant fossils

Muricio Rubio/The Chronicle

Associate Curator Peter Wagner points to a Cambrian sea
being depicted in a high-tech animation made to look like a
real aguarium at a new exhibit at the Field Museum.

Chronicle

Mauricio Rubiof

Students from Morse Elementary School view mollusk fossils at the Field Museum'’s new exhibit,
‘Evolving Planet.’ From left to right, the students are Ladarius Duncan, 11, Angelica Giles, 10,
Devonte James, 11 and Kevonica Duckworth, 11.

that cannot be seen anywhere else.
The museum also remounted some
paintings by Charles R. Knight, a
painter who did some of the first
portrayals of dinosaurs as active
animals. The exhibit specifies
which dinosaur fossils are made of
real fossilized bones and which are
casts, and each was set up to ensure
poses and information are up to
date with current theories.

Dennis Kinzig said he has volun-
teered and trained volunteers with
the museum for 26 years, but
preparation for this exhibit, from
start to finish, was extensive.

“It was intense. [We had] over a
dozen Ph.D.s who are world
experts on their subjects,” Kinzig,
who primarily handles education
and geology, said. “We’re covering
the entire history of the earth here,
and it’s just so complicated and so
detailed.”

Along with the renowned skele-
ton, Sue, which remains in the main
lobby of the museum, the exhibit
also includes a notable hadrosaur.
The specimen, Parasaurolophus,
was the first of its species to be
uncovered, so it is mounted on a
special structure for researchers so
they can take the bones down to
study and compare them.

But before all of this, there is a
great deal of time spent on the peri-

ods that have lasted the longest in
terms of evolution, like the
Cambrian Period of the Paleozoic
Era, around 530 million years ago.
One of the first striking parts of the
exhibit is a sophisticated animation
of a shallow Cambrian sea
stretched out on three huge screens
to look like a living aquarium.

This particular fauna is interest-
ing in the larger picture of evolu-
tion, according to Peter Wagner, an
associate curator who deals with
fossil invertebrates. For example,
during this time of sponges, worms,
shelled invertebrates like snails and
other creatures that are long gone
now, trilobites ruled the sea.
Wagner said the strange animals
were actually an “appalling por-
tion” of life for millions upon mil-
lions of years, but they, too, died
out. Trilobites were adapting to a
life of slow metabolisms in a cer-
tain environment, but the environ-
ment changed, and things like
snails were the ones to go on.

“If evolution works, then why
weren't trilobites the ones that sur-
vived? Well, that’s actually how
evolution works. They lived in a
world that just doesn’t exist any
more,” Wagner said. “It’s like [peo-
ple who were] really good at typing
20 years ago. Trilobites knew what
they were doing, but they bet the

wrong bet.”

The exhibit has several casts of
early humans, including a life-size
model of Lucy, one of the first
hominids to give insight into how
humans developed and began
walking upright. It brings the evo-*
lution of life up to date in the
Quaternary Period, with views of
giant carnivores and mammoths,
and explains that life today actually
exists in a deep ice age.

Throughout the exhibit it appears
that plants have been the real win-
ners. Through each of the five great
mass extinctions, full families of
plants have made it through,
according to Jennifer McEIwain, an
associate curator in paleobotony.
While extinction affected the diver-
sity of the plant life, it did not wipe
out entire species as it did with ani-
mals, she said.

No matter what lasts or what
species might be doomed, the
exhibit shows the diversity of life,
and just how complex evolution
really is.

“Evolving Life” is a permanent”
exhibit that is free with museum
admission, which is $13 for
Chicago students with ID. The
Field Museum, 1400 S. Lake Shore
Drive, is open daily from 9 am. to
5 p.m., but last admission is at 4
p.m.

Thank heaven for 7-Eleven
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Woman strikes man

Flip phone

Police charged a 35-year-old man with simple
assault after a March 2 incident at the 7-Eleven at Jackson Byd
535 S. State St. The man entered the store and Bl
shouted to the clerk, “Why the fuck you call the
police? I'm gonna kick your ass next time.” The SR Gram
man had been previously asked to leave after Hbrr s onflic B Columbia
causing a disturbance. The man fled after the
police arrived but was caught a short time later. g _?('Assaulc
PolH st a
Pick pockei strikes again E? x5“°““"8
s = Pick- ket
A 30-year-old woman had her wallet taken on i 3 9 Rpricpoc
March 4 at Hackney’s at 733 S. Dearborn St. An ."g / OCEII phone
unknown man, between 25 and 30 years old, and . > / ' Blaading
an unknown woman, under 25, bumped into the &_Jveh Rd £ 1°
victim and then fled the scene. The victim lost 5 \((
50, an Illinois state ID card, a credit card, an N r
iTM card and an insurance card. R i l

Josh Covarrubias/The Chronicle

Compiled by Chronicle staff through information provided by the Chicago Police Department.

On March 4, a 30-year-old woman struck a 30-
year-old man in the face at 620 S. Federal St. The
man, who resides at the same address as the woman,
refused medical attention. He didn’t have any other
information for police.

On March 5, a 53-year-old man let an unknown
45- to 49-year-old man use his cell phone at
Dearborn Station, 400 S. Dearborn St. When the
victim asked for his cell phone back, the offender
said that he had thrown the phone away. The cell
was a $150 yellow and black flip phone.




Early voting

Program facing
lawsuit, slow voter
turnout

By Eric Kasang
Assistant City Beat Editor

The Chicago Board of Election
Commussioners is touting ““Vote
Early” as its slogan to motivate
Cook County registered voters to
hit the polls before the March 21
primary. However, the controversy
surrounding this program—in
which communities have the
option, but aren’t required, to open
polls for early voting—seems to be
drawing more attention than the
actual voting centers.

The vote early law was enacted
by the Illinois General Assembly in
2005, allowing a city, village or
township to hold early elections up
to 22 days before the actual elec-
tion. Despite the 7.884 people from
suburban Cook County who have
voted since the polls opened on
Feb. 27, the early voting program
has already drawn in a lawsuit by
11 Cook County voters. And
depending on the person. this law-
suit is politicized.

The lawsuit, filed against the
Illinois State Board of Elections,
the Chicago Board of Election
Commissioners and 72 cities, vil-
lages and townships, stated that the
lack of uniform rules has caused
communities to either not open any
early voting sites or limit the places
and time where a person could
vote. One of the attormeys who
filed the lawsuit said it had some-
what of an effect.

“A handful of [municipalities]
have offered to stay open during
Saturday,” said Martin J. Oberman,
an attorney on the case

The complaint stated that the
new article of the Illinois Election
Code is unconstitutional— by giv-
ing some local governments the
right to allow its residents to vote
early, while others have to wait

See Voting Page 22

starts dispute

Mike Sendra/The Chronicle

Republican candidate for governor Judy Baar Topinka speaks to press after receiving endorse-
ment of House Republican leader Tom Cross with 18 other Republican members of the lllinois
House of Representatives on March 9.

Local elections come first

Despite low voter
turnout, county politics
business as usual

By James Ewert
Assistant City Beat Editor

Even though voter turnout for
local elections is typically lower
compared to presidential elec-
tions, for some, the impact of
county and state governments is
more direct than federal.

The midterm elections, which
occur every two years, generally
allow the American public a
chance to gauge the pulsc of
party politics, and this year is no
different. On March 21, citizens
registered to vote across the
United States will go to polling
places to have their say in what
candidate their respective party
nominates to run for a slew of
federal, state and local offices

Federally, people in Illinois

Rane Edde/The Chroniole

While pouring a Black and Tan at the Curragh Irish pub in
South-suburban Schaumburg, a spoon is usad to float the
Guiness on top of the Bass, creating a layared pint

will be nominating a Republican
and Democrat to run for U.S.
Representative for each of the
state’s 19 congressional districts.
In the statewide election, voters
will be nominating party candi-
dates for the Illinois General
Assembly, which will include all
118 State Representatives and 39
of the 59 State Senators. Also in
the statewide election, voters
will decide the fate of candidates
running for governor, lieutenant
governor, attorney general, sec-
retary of state, comptroller and
treasurer.

The most watched race in
[linois is likely to be the race for
governor, which has been one of
the most hotly contested.
Battling for the Democratic tick-
et is  current  Gov. Rod
Blagojevich and former 43rd
Ward Alderman Edwin
Eisendrath. Running for the
Republican nomination is Judy
Baar Topinka, [Ilinois  State

In search

Guinness sales up as
much as 20 percent
for St. Patrick's Day

By Alan J. Baker
City Beat Editor

When Paul McCann's cousin
came to Chicago for his job, he
asked for o Giuinness at an authen
tic Irish pub. So before hix cousin's
arrival, McCann mapped out a
“North Side Crawl” and the two
made their way to six pubx in
Lincoln Park

During the three years since, the
web designer from Fvanston has

Treasurer and graduate of
Northwestern University's
Medill School of Journalism, and
Jim Oberweis, who ran unsuc-
cessfully for U.S. Senator twice
previously. Also in the running
for the Republican nomination is
Bill Brady, Ron Gidwitz and
Andy Martin.

Of the five other major
statewide positions up for elec-
tion, lieutenant governor, attor-
ney general, secretary of state,
comptroller and treasurer, only
the licutenant governor and the
treasurer have more than one
person running for their party’s
nomination. The other three have
only one Democratic and
Republican candidate running
uncontested.

In the local Cook County pri-
mary, voters will be choosing
candidates for a number of elect-
ed offices. The offices include:

See Election Page 22

of the perfect

been adding pubs to the crawl list
and updates it each year in time for
St. Patrick’s Day.

I'he week-long celebration in
March proves to be the one of the
busiest periods each year for both
bars and Dublin-based Guinness

“Real Irish bars are about con-
versation and [are] where you go to
make friends,” McCann  said.
“Every other type of bar ... is filled
with distraction.”

And MeCann said the best part
about the conversation s that it's
over i glass of Clainness

I'he dark stout beer in poured at
ARK locations, the largest number
ol tap locations in Chicago for any

March 13, 2(

* % for the

2006

mid-term electio

Offices
up for
nomination:

State

Governor

Licutenant Governor
Attorney General
aecretary of State
Comptroller
Ireasurer

“39 State senators”

All 118 State
Representatives

Cook County

President of the Board
ot Commissioners

C lL'I’l\

Ireasurer

Sheritt

Assessor

17 Commussioners trom
cach district in Cook
County

Board of Review

} Commussioners of the
Metropolitan Water
Reclamation 1 r1Ct

Regional
dents of 5¢

Any judicial +

Vacant pos

Int
one beer, said Tim Creed,

spokesman for Diageo, a beverage
company that manages Guinness’s
operations in America.

Last March Diageo sold 3401
kegs to retalers  bars and hiquor
stores  in Chicago that poured
more than 170,000 pints, Creed
sand

“It's our busiest month ot the
year," Creed smid. “Business s at
least 20 percent greater.”

All of the Guinness draft con
sumed in the United States
brewed at the St James Gate
Hrewery in Dublin, Ireland, betire

See St. Patrick’s Page 20
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