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student crowd

Musician encourages
students to make
“great” changes

By Jessica Pearce

Assistant Campus News Editor

Henry Rollins says his entire

act can be summed up by a bit of

mangled English he copied from
a note in a restaurant in

Okinawa, Japan. The piece of

paper, which Rollins took pic-
tures of to ensure correct tran-

scription later, finished a list of

rules by saying, “I finish in a
loud voice and run about!” The
legendary actor, musician, writer
and monologist ranted, raved
and laughed his way through a
two and a half hour Columbia
only stop on his spoken word

Eric Davis/The Chronicle

Nancy Jensen, visual designer of Oak Street Design, puts the finishing touch-
es on an ensemble designed by Becky Bisoulis as she prepares a window dis-
play at the Palmer House Hilton for Fashion Focus Week 2005. See story in
The Word, pull-out page 6.

tour Sept. 12. The event was
sponsored by the Film and
Fiction Writing

departments.

The free event
was only open to

“I have great confi-
dence in you. If every-
one did something

Trans-Siberian Express.

All the people who attended
the show can thank Lauren
Frontino for the opportunity.
Frontino, a junior film major,
said she’s a member of Rollins’
e-mail update list.

“I got an e-mail from the list
asking, ‘Do you want Henry
Rollins to come to your col-
lege?’™ she said. “And I thought,
*Yeah, that would be cool’.”

So she e-mailed Rollins’ tour
manager, who told her that she
had to go through an administra-
tor to set up the visit. She knew
one of her professors, Josef
Steiff, was a big fan, so she went
to him. The Film Department
collaborated  with  Randall
Albers, the chair of the Fiction
Writing Department, to bring
Rollins to Columbia.

Albers welcomed Rollins, and
his message:

“In an age of sup-
pression, free
speech is particular-
ly important to col-

Columbia st~ spis coyntry would be lege students,”
dents. -!ucull_\‘ very different. All Albers said. As he
and staff, and change will come welcomed Rollins to
publicity ~ was from you.” the stage, Albers
kept to a mini- e encouraged students
mum. — Heiiiv Rolllis to speak out:

Rolling spake actor, musician and “Ihope you all con-
on a variety of " writer front your own cen-
topics during the sors and move past
two and a half

hours he was on stage at the Film
Row Cinema in the 1104 Center,
1104 S. Wabash Ave. The self-
proclaimed “angry man” ranted
about the Bush administration in
between stories of his taking
care of a friend’s 2-year-old son
and his trip across Russia on the

Campus disaster p

By Hayley Graham
Campus News Editor

From bomb scares to catastroph-
ic airplane crashes to biochemical
disasters, Columbia’s Department
of Security says it’s ready.

“We are as ready as we possibly
could be in the sense that any dis-
aster presents obstacles and cir-

cumstances that can be beyond
our comprehension at the time,”
said Martha Meegan, director of
campus safety.

Following one of the most
destructive natural disasters in
the nation’s history, Hurricane
Katrina, disaster response plans
are now being re-examined
across the country.

Chicago how many people
o the South Loop and its

ounding police district?

+ In Chicago’s First Police District: 25,613
* Attending higher education institutions: 52,000

* At Columbia: 10,289

Chris Gallevo/The Chronicle

Columbia’s emergency
response plan is a detailed proce-
dure headed by the college vice
presidents in the event of a disas-
ter or major emergency on cam-
pus, which the plan defines as
causing death or serious injury,
disruption of operations, or physi-
cal and environmental damage.
The plan was finalized July 2004.

“You can never anticipate
everything that’s going to happen,
but at least we know how we are
going to approach things,” said

Alicia Berg, vice president of

campus environment.

Two groups are responsible for
putting the plan into operation, if
necessary. The first group is com-
posed of all of Columbia’s vice
presidents, the chief of staff and
Meegan, who would work together
to prioritize the order for emer-
gency response.

The second group includes
Columbia’s directors, dean of stu-
dents, Facilities Department and
Information Technology
Department. They implement the
emergency response plan as priori-
tized by the first group.

According to Meegan, the next

lan intact

step of Columbia’s disaster plan is
to follow a specific outline of
responses, meant to direct and pro-
vide guidance to the emergency

response team.

Each security guard station on
campus is equipped with an emer-

gency response and evacuation pro-
cedure protocol that they, too, have
to follow, according to Aimee

Hardwick, security operations man-

ager  for The  Wackenhut
Corporation, which provides cam-
pus security.

Security guards receive intensive
training on how to deal with cam-
pus-wide evacuations. Wackenhut .
also has field supervisors working
around the clock to provide assis-
tance to Columbia.

“Our security services pro-
gram here at Columbia is based
on the notion that it takes a com-
munity to stay safe,” Meegan
said. “That sense of community
is from the inside out—security
offices, faculty, staff, students
and other agenc *

“Columbia is on the forefront of

educating themselves and partner-
ing-up with the agencies to address
a disaster at the best of their abili-

them,” Albers said. “Speak your
minds.”

Rollins took the stage in front
of a packed house. There were
240 sitting in the theater, and
100 more -watching the closed-
circuit broadcast in a nearby

See Rollins, Page 6

Michael Jarecki/The Chronicle

Director of campus safety
Martha Meegan keeps the dis-
aster plan up-to-date.

ty,” Meegan said
In an effort to continue improv-
ing disaster plans and to stay pre-
pared, Meegan is the vice chair of
the Building Owners and Managers
Association’s seeurity subcommit-
tee and sits on the Chicago Police
Department’s advisory council for
the First District of Chicago
See Disaster, Page 6
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all me obsessed. Call me

sick. Call me a person
who needs to get a life, as you
roll your eyes. You'd be right.

I've allowed a television show
to control a portion of my life,
namely Tuesday nights. In the
past, I have poked fun at people
who schedule their activities
around the pictures shown on
their idiot boxes, but here I am
scheduling my fall semester
classes around a one-hour block
of time.

I might as well come out and
say it: | am a devoted “Gilmore
Girls” fan. While I catch a lot of
flack for it from men and
women alike, I’'m quite secure
with my little TV viewing habit.
People seem to think the show
is the prime-time equivalent of a
sappy chick-flick, but it is actu-
ally a consistently well-written
show that can make me laugh
my ass off, cry like a baby or
scream at my TV in frustration.
In other words, it reaffirms my
passion for life, something few
shows can accomplish.

For the uninitiated, “Gilmore
Girls” revolves around the
mother and daughter duo of
Lorelei (Lauren Graham) and
Rory (Alexis Bledel) Gilmore,
who have more of a friendship
than a parent-child relationship,
due to their closeness in age.
The supporting characters are
the eccentric residents of the
quaint New England town of
Stars Hollow, Conn., and
Lorelei’s hoity-toity parents,
Edward and Emily Gilmore.

Without getting into too many
specific plot points, [ must say

‘Gitl Crazy

By Jeff Danna, Editor-in-Chief

that the show is a classic exam-
ple of art imitating life. At first,
it comes across as hopelessly
idealistic—an old-fashioned
East Coast town, a goody two-
shoes daughter (that would be
Rory), trendy clothes and witty
pop culture references. But
“Gilmore Girls” gradually
reveals its charms below the
gilded surface as the characters
encounter hurdles in their daily
lives.

Although each character plays
a different role in Stars
Hollow—such as gruff-but-love-
able diner owner Luke Danes,
and town busybody and moralist
Taylor Doosey—they never con-
form to stereotypes, making
them relatable to viewers. The
show’s writers never attempt to
turn picture-perfect Stars
Hollow into the model
American community; its inhab-
itants have had their share of
life-altering experiences.

‘We’ve seen Rory, who has
always seemed like the ideal
daughter, arrested for stealing a
yacht. We’ve seen Lane, Rory’s
best friend, disowned by her
mother for choosing to join a
rock band instead of a strict,
Christian lifestyle. We’ve seen
Luke, who has always seemed
thick-skinned and down-to-
earth, fall in love with Lorelei.
Nothing is as it seems in Stars
Hollow, and therein lies the
beauty of “Gilmore Girls.”

Through my not-so-private
fixation on the show, I’ve real-
ized its most powerful trait: It
draws viewers into its world.
Sure, most television shows try

to do the same, but “Gilmore
Girls” does it through its epic,
lifelike storytelling and complex
characters. Situations are rarely
contained and resolved in indi-
vidual episodes; they are intro-
duced mid-episode and usually
span multiple weeks.

Because the show draws on
life’s highs and lows for inspira-
tion, watching it is like looking
into a mirror. Stars Hollow is a
reflection of my hometown; the
characters are reflections of my
friends and family. I examine
my own hopes and dreams with
each year Rory spends at Yale; I
examine my own romantic rela-
tionship as Luke and Lorelei’s
progresses.

Yes, it’s an obsession, but it’s
the best kind of obsession. If a
TV show is going to determine
my Tuesday schedule and serve
as the basis for countless con-
versations, it might as well chal-
lenge me in the process.

Plus, in a time when most of
the programs that seem to sur-
vive multiple seasons are brain-
less, unrealistic reality shows,
it’s refreshing to know that a
genuine work of art like
“Gilmore Girls” has been on the
air for five seasons (it just

began its sixth last week) and is |

becoming more popular. I just
hope that the show’s other fans
appreciate the same life-affirm-
ing quality I see in it. After all,
its message is simple: Life may
be charming and off-beat, but
it’s never perfect.

—jdanna@colum.edu

IN THIS ISSUE

What do you think of the

IN YOUR OPINION

—Brad Surinak, sophomore,

“They were just looking for people to
make fun of.”

—Monica Gilliean, sophomore,
theater, American Idol hopeful

“I don’t like that someone can just go and
get famous when they didn’t earn it.”

musical performance

American Idol auditions in Chicago?

“If you get lucky and can make it, it's

awesome.”

—Scott Gold, freshman, instrumen-

tal performance

“I think they’re really brave to go out

there and sing.”

—Amanda Rodriguez, freshman,
radio broadcasting

Announcements
Crystal Williams Poetry Reading

Crystal Williams, a teacher in Columbia’s English
Department, will be reading her poetry on Sept. 21
at 5:30 p.m. in the concert hall at the 1104 Center,
1104 S. Wabash Ave. Williams has written two col-
lections of poetry, Kin and Lunatic.

Baseball Tryouts

Tryouts for the Columbia Coyotes baseball team
will be held on Sept. 24 and 25 at 11 a.m. The try-
outs will be held in Grant Park at the softball fields
located on Balbo Street between Columbus Drive
and Michigan Avenue.

Wise Ass Comedy Night

Wise Ass Comedy night featuring the Neo-
Futurists will be held in the Hokin Annex on Sept.
21 at 7 p.m. Wise Ass is an open mic night where
Columbia students and members of the Chicago
community perform stand-up and sketch comedy.
The event is free of charge.

John Pizzarelli Performance

Renowned jazz guitarist/vocalist John Pizzarelli
will be performing Sept. 20, in the concert hall of the
Columbia Music Center, 1014 S. Michigan Ave. After
the concert, students will be able to talk with the artist.
The concert is free and open to the public, although
priority seating will be given to Columbia music stu-
dents. For more information, contact Joe Cerqua, con-
cert hall manager at (312) 344-6179.

Stand & Deliver

Stand & Deliver is a traveling exhibit that shows
how books can be shaped, unfolded or engineered to
present a three-dimensional approach to bookmaking.
The show features three categories: intriguing shapes,
revealing folds and uplifting pages. The free exhibit is
running at the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., until
Oct. 28. For more information, contact Bill Drendel at
(312) 344-6684.

Taiwan Film Festival

The Center for Asian Arts and Media and !he
Film/Video Department at Columbia, in conjunction
with The Taipei Economic and Cultural Ofﬁce. in
Chicago present Banaba Paradise: Taiwan Film
Festival. The festival features films that reflect the
unique social structures, cultural fabric and evgryday
people during the post-war era. The free event is pre-
sented at the Film Row Cinema, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.,
and is running through Oct. 2. For information and
showtimes, call (312) 344-7870.

COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

If you have an upcoming event or
announcement, call The Chronicle’s news
desk at (312) 344-8964 or e-mail
chronicle@colum.edu.
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Carter,

Continuous reading
of forefathers” words
reminds listeners of
importance of rights

By Jessica Pearce
Assistant Campus News Editor

“We the people...” Columbia stu-
dents, faculty and staff, as well as
Michigan Ave. passers-by listened
to the entire text of the United States
Constitution Wednesday in an
event staged in front of the
Columbia library.

Columbia librarians organized
the reading that brought together
Columbia President Warrick L.
Carter, State Sen. Kwame Raoul,
students, faculty and local eighth-
graders. Participants literally stood
on a soapbox in front of the library
as they read.

The event was part of the
September Project, which, accord-
ing to its website, is a “grassroots
effort to encourage public events on
freedom, democracy and citizen-
ship in libraries on or around Sept.
11"

According to the Chronicle of
Higher Education, David Silver, an
assistant professor of communica-
tion at the University of
Washington, started the project with
Sarah Washbum in 2004. Washbum
had worked with the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation’s U.S. Library
Program.

Carter said it’s especially impor-
tant to remember that the
Constitution is a living document.

“I have mixed emotions about
this reading,” Carter said. “At the
time the Constitution was written,
my ancestors were only counted as
three-fifths of a person. But one of
the things that makes the
Constitution the best document in

senator vocalize Constitution

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

Students from the Chicago International Charter School gather around State Sen. Kwame Raoul after listening to him read a portion

of the U.S. Constitution Wednesday in front of Columbia's library.

the world is that we’re able to
amend it. We can address problems
that existed in the original.”

Jo Cates, associate vice president
of academic research and dean of
Columbia’s library, said part of a
library’s responsibility is to help
maintain an informed citizenry.

“We felt it was important for the
library to take the lead in reminding
our community, in a simple and
direct way, of how important the
Constitution is to our basic free-
doms,” Cates said.

Raoul, who represents the 13th
district, which runs along the lake-

front, said the reading of the
Constitution takes on particular sig-
nificance now, as the Senate
Judiciary Committee conducts con-
firmation hearings for Supreme
Court nominee John Roberts.

“It’s important for people to have
a basic understanding of how the
Constitution works,” Raoul said. “It
governs so much that we take for
granted as rights.”

Students from the Chicago
International Charter School also
attended the reading. The eighth
graders have been studying the
Constitution in school, and their

teachers wanted to show them a dif-
ferent perspective.

“We wanted them to be able to
hear the entire document all at
once,” said Deanna Amos, a social
studies teacher at the school.

Carol Gulyas, Columbia’s refer-
ence librarian, said Columbia librar-
ians were motivated to read the
Constitution by a study done earlier
this year by the John S. and James
L. Knight Foundation, which pro-
motes excellence in journalism
worldwide. The study found that
many American high school stu-
dents are indifferent to the rights

protected by the First Amendment.

According to a press release
from the organization, when told
the exact text of the First
Amendment, a third of high
school students said it goes “too
far” in the rights it guarantees.

“There’s no awareness among
young people,” Gulyas said. “In
their lifetimes, there hasn’t been
anything like the McCarthy era.
We’re in a period of complacen-
cy, and we wanted to highlight
the  importance  of  the
Constitution and the foundation-
al rights it protects.”

GA aims at
historic goals

Student voices to be
heard college-wide

By Hayley Graham
Campus News Editor

Columbia’s Student Government
Association aims to achieve his-
toric goals that would better com-
munication college-wide as it
begins its third year.

The SGA’s first meeting of the
year on Sept. 13 addressed key
issues they feel will improve
Columbia’s campus environment.

“Our two highest priorities this
year are getting a
student center and
a voice on the
board of trustees,”
said Courtney
Wylie, vice presi-
dent of the SGA.

“Our two highest pri-
orities this year are
getting a student cen-
ter and a voice on the
board of trustees.”

has not happened in more than 30
years. SGA President Vanessa
Torres said she does not know
when the board of trustees will
make its decision.

“This will mean that student
voices will be heard at all levels
of governance at Columbia,”
Torres said.

Last year, the SGA voted unani-
mously in favor of forming a task
force dedicated to creating the stu-
dent trustee proposal, which includ-
ed six SGA and Student
Organization Council members.

They had a run-
through of the pro-
posal with the
Student Affairs
Committee of the
board of trustees on
Sept. 13. The board
members gave them

“We want this to be —Courtney Wylie, feedback to help
what the students  yice president of ~ improve the presen-
want ,and we can’t SGA tation before meet-

do it without their
input.”

On Oct. 6, the SGA will meet
with Columbia’s board of
trustees to propose getting a stu-
dent trustee on the board, which

ing with the rest of
the board.

“The committee was very
receptive; they were happy to see
that students care,” Torres said.

The goal of having a student

i
Mauricio Rubio/The Chronicle

The SGA's Vice President Courtney Wylie and President Vanessa Torres lead the first SGA meet-

ing of the year, where new and continuing issues were addressed.

trustee is to enhance communica-
tion between Columbia’s student
body and board of trustees in
order to improve the campus envi-
ronment, said Torres.

“For this to happen would be a
symbolic event and more impor-
tantly it would allow students to
voice their concerns and offer
their perspective to the board,”
said Mark Kelly, vice president
of student affairs.

Also on the SGA’s agenda this

year is the continued fight for a
student center that they say
would create a sense of commu-
nity on campus. Last year the
SGA formed an ad hoc commit-
tee devoted to getting a student
center. That committee will be
starting up again soon and con-
tinuing its dedication.

The committee submitted a
request for action to Columbia’s
board of trustees and college
council last year. The document

stated that a student center is an
“institutional necessity” and that
Columbia’s first capital cam-
paign should fund the it.

The SGA will also present the
need for a student center to the
board of trustees at the Oct. 6
meeting.

“SGA is only as strong as its
members and support from the col-
lege community,” said Torres. “I
feel that this year is going to be
really positive and productive.”
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Spa pleasure in the heart of urban life

STUDENT SPECIAL

Manicure
Pedicure
Waxing
Threading

Facial

Air Brush Tanning

Student Coupon ‘

$5‘OO Offymlr next manicure or pedicure with

coupon and student id,

Student Coupon
$5‘OO Off your next waxing or threading with

coupon and student id.

Student Coupon

.00 off _
Airbrush tanning
with coupon and student id.

: 705 S. Dea;'born

312-583-9100  chicago, IL 60605

OFFER MAY EXPIRE AT ANYTIME.

The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan at 11t St.

Concert Hall Events

Tuesday September 20
John Pizzarelli in Concert

12:30 PM

John Pizzarelli Workshop
1:30 pm
Reservations Suggested 312-344-6300

<&

. Wednesday gﬁ september 21
.. Third Week Music Student Meeting
-12:30 pm ;

icago Jazz Ensemble
)mbone Section Master Class

£ I % events are
‘unless ticket sales are
For.more inn;g_aw;

¥ ‘

%

Television Department
Columbiacotieer enicaco &

Program Guide for University Center on Channel 32

Speak Up

A variety show that encourages local college students from Columbia College,
Roosevelt and DePoul Universities 1o speak up on ideas and facts that matter 1o
college students.

MWFSu: 10:30a  TRSa: 7:30p

NBC 5 Live
Frequency TV continues Live coverage of NBC5 News at 11am.

Big Mouth

A music special showeasing the diverse talents of Columbia College students.
Featured: Sherry Amour, Drea Smith, Notalie Oliveria & more.

MWFSu: 11300 TRSa: 8:30p

Out on A Limb

The latest episode of Columbia's own fast-paced skeich comedy show
features "Cooking With Paris Hilion, ™ "Fear Faclor: Senior Cifizens
Edition™ and "Grannies Gone Wild" - Don't miss itf.

MWFSu: 12:30p  TRSa: 9:30p

Gamers Ny
Video gomes of alf genres ond game platforms are explored.
MWFSu: 8:00p

Not So Silent Pictures iy
A live sketch comedy performance of sifent black & white pictured films
tha aren's so silent any more.

ed in volunteering for Frequency TV

Frequenc

Columbia Colle
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Columbia &
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danceafricachicago

celebrate the connections

SANR@FA

FEATURING: Ndere Troupe (Kampala, Uganda), Prophets of da City (Cape Town, South Africa),
Rennie Harris Puremovement (Philadelphia, PA), African American Dance Ensemble (Durham,
NC), Muntu Dance Theatre (Chicago, IL), and Deeply Rooted Dance Theater (Chicago, IL)

change

ereote.. .

Visit us at www.danceafricachicago.com

175 NORTH STATE STREET

OCTOBER 21, 22 & 23 | FOR INFO CALL 312:344-7070|

4 WAYS TO 1. visit The Chicago Theatre Box Office, 2. Cali Ticketmaster at 312.902-1500
BUY TICKETS 3. Online Ticketmaster.com 4. Groups call 312-344-7071 (10 or more tickets)

e plp craseo s @) @B (@) woris
e v P s @ Y fn= ——= NN @

bkt overywhere__ roa s saamy
(sponsors as of this printing)
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Hosty v. Carter

Michael JareckiChronicle
Margaret Hosty, former managing editor of the
Innovator, speaks about the panel discussion on the
Hosty v. Carter case, at Columbia'’s library Sept. 16.
The case'’s outcome gives administrators the right to
censor student-run newspapers

Disaster:
Campus ready
for emergencies

“Columbia  has developed
strong partnerships with law
enforcement agencies, both on the
state and federal levels, and secu-
rity response agencies such as the
Department  of  Homeland
Security,” Meegan said.

Fire safety marshals who are
located on each floor of
Columbia’s buildings are trained
annually to stay current on disas-
ter plan procedures. Each semes-
ter an emergency evacuation is

also practiced on campus.

Meegan also established the
Security Council of Professional
Educators last October, which
meets every few months
ensures that the security needs of
higher education institutions in
Chicago’s First District are recog-
nized by Chicago’s Office of
Emergency Management and
Communications.

It 1s important to represent the
special needs of higher education
institutions that house more than
52,000 students, museums and
research facilities in Chicago’s
first district, according to Meegan.

“It’s because we’re creative that
we come up with possible solu-
tions, ’she said.

and |

'Rollins:

Covers Bush to

' his own anger

during spoken-
word show

breakout room. Onstage Rollins
was a compact man, muscled and
energetic. He couldn’t keep still,
punctuating his speech with
sound effects and movements,
while hitting his forehead or tap-
ping the microphone to make a
point. He yells, ending sentences
with a shouted expletive.

“1 speak In uppercase letters,”
Rollins said

Rollins has a gruff exterior, and
his humor can be caustic. He’s
been ranting about the Bush pres-
idency almost since the begin-
ning, and this show was no differ-
ent. He criticized the way Bush
handled the
Hurricane Katrina, saying that he
had been musrepresented in the
media.

“It would be so easy if Bush
was just a racist,” Rollins said.
“It's so much worse than that!”

Rollins maintains that Bush 1s
simply not very smart, and com-
pares the president’s thinking
process to the cold he experienced
during trip across Russia on the
Trans-Siberian railroad. During a
stop, Rollins said, he stepped out-
side. The frigid Siberian winter
froze everything—including his
thought process.

“I realized then—the presi-
dent’s not dumb, he’s just cold!”

aftermath  of

Rollins said.

Rollins is known for his books
and spoken word CDs and DVDs,
as well as hus stint with the influ-
ential punk band Black Flag. He
broke out on his own 1in 1988 with
the Rollins Band. which released
its last album m 2001 He had a
maimstream hit with the song
“Liar” in 1994

Rollins has always been angry.
Far from being a negative trait
sthough, he said his anger moti-
vates him to leamn. to travel and to
speak out.

“My anger gets me up
in the moming,” Rollins
said. “Anything [ don’t
know, it’s not that [ want
to know it so much as
I'm angry that 1 don’t.
Anywhere [ haven't
traveled, it's not so
much the desire to go
but the anger that I
haven’t been yet.”

Rollins has traveled
extensively, most
recently doing tours
with the United Service
Organization Even
though  Rollins is
extremely critical of the
Bush administration, he
talked at length of his
experiences with the
group. The USO 1s a
nonprofit,  charitable
organization that pro-
vides entertainment to
active-duty  military
members around the
world. Rollins has done
six USO tours, travel-
ing to Afghanistan and
Iraq to talk to troops.

Additionally, he volunteers at
Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, visiing with disabled sol-
diers recovering from injuries

Rollins ended his speech with
an appeal to the audience, saying
that this generation can ectfect
great changes

“It's up to you,” Rollins smd. 1
have great confidence in you. If
everyone did something, this
country would be very different.
All change will come from you”

KRT

Henry Rollins ignites crowds through
spoken-word. He recently brought his act
to Columbia’s Film Row Cinema.

Library

Columbia ¢

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

ART OF THE LIBRARY is part of an ongoing series (four times a
year) of exhibitions featuring the art of Columbia College Chicago
students, faculty and staff.

More information at http://www.llb.colum.edu/artofthelibrary.htm
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It's simple. Visit your campus computer store, the
Apple Store online or an Apple Store near you. Choose
an iBook, PowerBook, iMac or Power Mac,* then select your
favorite 4GB iPod mini. Or you can apply your $179 savings
toward the purchase of a higher priced iPod. But act now.

This offer is good only through September 24, 2005. iPod Mini

Portables

1Book 12 IBook 14" PowerBook G4 12" PowerBook G4 15 PowerBook G4 17"

from 5899 from $1,199 T fiom 51,399 from $1,799 from $2,399
Desktops

e

Mac Mini iMac G5 iPod shuffle iPod iPod Mini
from $479 from $1199 from $99 from $269 from $179

i A?’Pe
www.apple.com/education/store/

(312) 344 - BMAC (800) MY-APPLE
http://colum.edu/applestore

* Excludes 12" iBook with CD Rom drive, eMac and Mac Mini Models."
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Generation 9/11

Newsweek article
sparks interest for
Texas researcher

ByAbbererre!
Daily Texan (U. Texas)(KRT)

Anyone who was in college dur-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks is part of
“Generation 9/11,” according to
University of Texas education asso-
ciate professor Patricia Somers.

After conducting a study on col-
lege students, Somers said the
attacks on the morning of Sept. 11,
2001, define this generation.

In a released study, Somers and
several doctoral students at
Washington University in St. Louis
spent two years conducting
research at five Midwestern univer-
sities and colleges, posing ques-
tions to 50 students about their
immediate and long-term reactions
to 9/11.

Somers said a Newsweek article
on the attacks sparked her interest
in the study, but found most
research on reactions focused on
New York City. She began the
study with the intent of seeing how
students reacted in other parts of the
country.

“Having worked in the industry
for generations, I could see the dif-
ferences in my students, and [ want-
ed to see how this generation has
been impacted by 9/11,” Somers
said.

The study showed that many stu-
dents’ perspectives of the world are
defined by certain events.

“For students of the "60s, it was
the assassination of John F.
Kennedy. In the ’80s, it was the
explosion of the Challenger,” said
Patrick Biddix, a researcher at
Washington University.

The study uses the terror man-

agement theory to base as a hypoth-
esis. The theory says that humans
are unique in their ability to coin-
cide basic instincts, like survival,
with the knowledge that death is
inevitable.

“The short-term reaction is to be
distracted. You'll withdraw from
society and gamble or drink, or
exhibit signs of bigotry,” said
Robert Wild, a researcher at
Washington University. “In the
long term you will
reach out to your
family.”

Somers  found
that students reacted
by reaching out into
their world perspec-
tives more than the

“My broader hope is
to follow students in
the long term and see
what leadership roles
they take and how 9/11
affects their thinking.”

groups than the theory predicted
were skeptical of government
actions after 9/11. Students were
also more critical of social and eco-
nomic issues.

“Generation X was recessive.
This next Generation 9/11 will
alternate and become dominant.
More civic-minded, less materialis-
tic. They will have more reactions
to racial profiling, saying, ‘How
can I make a difference?’” Wild
said.

Only the first
of the five proj-
ect phases has
been completed.
The project will
take at least three
more years to go

terror management into further
theory predicted. =l . depth. It will
“[Students] Patricia Somers, | o " ddress

signed up for more
world and Middle-
Eastern studies

classes than before,” Somers said.
“We found that 20 percent of peo-
ple we interviewed changed their
course of study or their major
because of 9/11.”

The study found that more

professor, University
of Texas

the differences in
reactions among
minority groups
and women.

“My broader hope is to follow
students in the long term and see
what leadership roles they take and
how 9/11 affects their thinking,”
Somers said.

The World Trade Center site in New York is shown Sunday,
Sept. 11, 2005, on the fourth anniversary of the attack.

Dartmouth grad prods
generation of women

By Alison Neumer Lara
Chicago Tribune (KRT)

Dartmouth College started admit-
ting women in 1972, but that didn’t
mean they were welcome.

At least that’s the impression
Gina Barreca had as she navigated
between blatantly sexist professors
and resentful male students in the
mid-'70s. Banners reading “Better
dead than co-ed” aren’t exactly
warm and fuzzy, nor are drunk frat
boys who don’t believe you attend
the same school.

Over four years at an elite school
in remote New Hampshire, smack
in the middle of the women’s move-
ment, Barreca leamed to do what
any sassy smartypants would: chal-
lenge stale ideas and press buttons.
Only later, after she had looked past
the tofu and earth shoes, did she
claim her new identity as a feminist.

“A good education can be subver-
sive,” she writes in her recent book
on the experience, Babes in
Boyland: A Personal History of Co-
Education in the Ivy League “I sus-
pect, therefore, that only a very
good education could have pre-
pared me to be a troublemaker.”

Women like Barreca fought for
their place at newly co-ed colleges,
so they're troubled by current
women students who don’t identify
as feminists and aren’t pushing the
envelope.

“Girls are still taught that they
have to please,” Barreca said, she
defines personal power as just the
opposite—the ability not to have to
please or to seek approval. These
days the self-described humorist is
still doing her best to raise eye-
brows as a professor of literature
and feminist theory at the
University of Connecticut in Storrs.

“I know a lot of young women
whose voices go up at the end of

their sentences,” Barreca said. “I
can’t believe there are still girls who
put on strappy platform shoes to
walk across campus.”

But, some students argue, isn't
that behavior by choice?

“It’s not as obvious who is a fem-
inist anymore,” said Alaine Kalder,
a junior at University of Illinois at
Chicago. “It’s not about what you
wear or what music you listen to.”

Absolutely, Barreca agreed,
recalling the day a strapping young
guy waltzed into her classroom
sporting a T-shirt that declared,
“This is what a feminist looks like.”
But it’s not common to see men or
women demonstrate that view
unprovoked, she says. “Feminist” is
still a dirty word.

One reason could be that female
students grew up assuming rights
and beliefs that the feminist move-
ment fought to establish, said Judith
Roy, a professor of women’s studies
at Century College and president of
the National Women’s Studies
Association.

*“I do see women becoming much
more relaxed, more confident about
sexuality, body image and taking
for granted in a good way that they
can follow whatever career path
they want,” Roy said. “The older
generation is getting impatient
improperly because we're not
remembering what motivated (the
women’s movement). It was almost
in the air.”

Still, Barreca said, female stu-
dents need to press ahead on a per-
sonal as well as professional level
because sex and gender remain
prominent issues on campus.

“I see girls informed by a sense of
trepidation,” Barreca said. “Take an
astronomy class. Learn to play ice
hockey. Do something out of char-
acter because you don’t know your
character yet.”

Join the

Columbia College Chicago
drive for victims of
Hurricane Katrina

Sponsored by

The Early Childhood Education Program,
The Interactive Arts and Media Department,
The Office of the Provost, and

The Columbia Chronicle.

Donate new school supplies,

toiletries, and books appropriate

*

for students in miﬁdle school

and colltge.

Look"fqr c‘fflléitn)n b‘"dxes

this week: mhe lhlﬁ)lesw
Columbia b‘\?fdlngs. Items will
be packed in book bags and

distributed to those in need.

/
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Columbia College Chicago and Roosevelt University

BASKETBALL
INTRAMURAL

FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF AND ALUMNI

Applications are due by Thursday Sept 29
Open play September 26-28th 7-10pm
Intramurals start Tues Oct 4th 7-10pm

L . ¥ e | g™ 4‘ 4 5 #
W el *‘7-"3. "“‘!"O \4‘\;-‘3"" o -, A 4 {%‘

Application can be found at the fitness Center or online at
http://www.colum.edu/leadership/Intramural_sports.htm

Marvin Moss Fitness Center 425 S. Wabash
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Allow ns Yo introduce ourselves. ..

[CISPACES

The [C]Spaces are common areas where students can interact, relax, and socialize with feliow students. [C]Spaces plans and promotes
nearly three dozen gallery exhibitions each year, as well as fiction and poetry readings, film and video screenings, music, theater and
dance performances, most of which showcase student work to the public.

GLASS CURTAIN GALLERY & @

1104 S. Wabash, 1st Floor * 312.344.6650 il Gatery W Wireless access
Located in the South Loop in the historic Ludington building, the Glass Curtain Gallery's 2,200 square-foot space @Study Area (DIcispaces staff available
weicomes professional artists, Columbia College resident artists, students, and alumni to exhibit a variety of contemporary & Performance Space Woining

media The gallery also hosts performance workshops and visiting artist lectures. all to enhance dialogue essential to the A.Computer lab

development and growth within the arts

HOKIN CENTER [ SV D@

623 S. Wabash, 1st Floor » 312 344 7188

In its fifteen years, the Myron Hokin Student Center has earned its reputation on campus as the heart of Columbia College. The center's facilities, the Hokin Gallery, Hokin Annex and Hokin
Annex Gailery. offer'a variety of performance, exhibit and event opportunities for students 1o showcase a wide range of work. 25

C33 GALLERY B &¥W

33 E. Congress , 1st Floor » 312344 7188

Located on the ground fioor of 33 E. Congress, this gallery's prime focation with high street visibility provides an exciting opportunity to showcase student work as well as the work of
international. national, and local community artists

HERMANN D. CONAWAY CENTER T AW DW

1104 S. Wabash Ave., 1st Floor + 312.344.6650

The Conaway Center's activities and programs are designed to enhance social, cultural, and inteliectual growth among Columbia students, as well as promote social interaction with faculty,
staff and the community atlarge This newly-renovated muttimedia facility 1s equipped with a movable stage and a state of the art lighting and audio-visual system for both student and
professional use

[CISPACES CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

LEARN MORE AT HTTP://CSPACES.COLUM.EDU

HOKIN GALLERY & HOKIN ANNEX August 29—September 30, 2005

623 S. WABASH AVENUE Tecnolbgica is an exhibition of video, installation, video performance,

HOURS: 8 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY sound art digital prints. and other new media works by Latina artists
The new media works in this exhibition explore ideas of identity in a

13th Annual [C]Spaces Honors Exhibition constantly shifting 21st Century society that is mediated by technology
August 29—October 7, 2005 Participating Artists

Reception: September 15, 5-7pm Amanda Gutiérrez. Jessica Hereman. Claudia Lozano-Albero Elvia
Awards Ceremony: 5:45 Rodriguez-Ochoa, Edra Soto

The 13th Annual [C]Spaces Honors Exhibition (formerly Hokin Honors), GLASS CURTAIN GALLERY 1104 S. WABASH AVENUE

features students of outstanding artistic achievement in all fine art HOURS: 10 AM - 5 PM TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY AND 10 AM
media (installation. painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking, collage, -7 PM ON MON & THUR

etc ), photography, fashion, graphic design. film and video, and

television Visual Constructions: Photography by international alumni

September 1 - October 14, 2005
C33 GALLERY 33 E. CONGRESS AVENUE
HOURS: 2 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY Anni Holm, Masaru Nakamoto Camila Olarte

An international exhibition primarily exploring the medium of digital
Tecnolbgica photography through the works of Columbia College Chicago alumni
adj. Having to do with, or related to technology, Perteneciente o relativo  Anni Holm (Denmark), Masaru Nakamoto (Japan). and Camila Olarte
a la tacnologla (Colombia) Curated by Greg Weiss
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End of an era

I lead a charmed existence.
Whenever a new calamity arises in my
life, a solution inevitably appears to
meet the challenge, no matter how
large or small the issue.

This weekend, I was lodging a recur-
ring complaint to an uninterested (but
stuck within earshot) group of co-
workers. “I need to discover a new
author,” I whined. “I’ve run out of
material from my favorites, most of
whom are dead or have stopped pub-
lishing” (e.g., Taylor Caldwell and
J.D. Salinger).

After a round of polite nods from my
audience, I let the matter drop, expect-
ing no more satisfaction.

The next day, I found myself in my
neighborhood bookstore, wandering
the aisles out of boredom rather than
any desire to make an actual purchase.
I had intended on escaping with my

wallet intact, but when I
made my way to the new
release table (usually the
least promising area of any
bookstore), a bomb was
dropped on my world.
There, in the middle of the
table, sat a new book by
Kurt Vonnegut, whom I
would not only call my
favorite author, but my
personal hero.

Ever since my exceed-
ingly liberal (a label
Vonnegut abhors) high
school English teacher put
a copy of Slaughterhouse
Five in my hands, I've studied
Vonnegut’s satirical wit like it was my
job. And if I recall correctly, upon fin-
ishing every one of his books, I have
closed the jacket and exclaimed,
“Damn it, he’s brilliant!”

I began frantically collecting his
work, and was happy to find that he
had what then seemed to be an expan-
sive back catalogue. As I wound my
way through his library, however, a
depressing thought quickly grew in my
mind. I was running out of Vonnegut
material at an alarming rate. I tried
imposing a limit on myself: I would
read only one Vonnegut book per year.
That would have gotten me through
my mid-20s, had I been strong enough
to enforce it. Needless to say, I wasn’t.

Obviously, one new book by the
man isn’t a long-term solution, and I

can’t expect to see many more from
him, as he is now 83 years old.
What excited me about the release
of a contemporary Vonnegut title was
the chance to hear an inspiring voice
that doesn’t try to rise above, but
rather ignores the current crop of gab-
bing politicos and celebrities.

Inspiration is a difficult thing to find
and listening to someone who shares
many of your viewpoints 1s not neces-
sarily inspiring. For instance, Michael
Moore is not inspiring. John Stewart is
not inspiring. Funny, but not inspiring.

And despite his glaring cynicism,
Vonnegut is inspiring on all levels. His
work makes me want to write better,
fight our government with more vigor
and treat every person I meet as
humanely as possible. Basically, he
makes me want to save the world, even
as he seems to be abandoning it.

Vonnegut has Chicago connections
as well, which unfortunately go unno-
ticed, overshadowed by those of local
pop-icons like Kanye West. The fact
that he attended the University of
Chicago is almost enough to make me
transfer there (assuming my grades
were up to par), and the locally pub-
lished paper In These Times employs
him as a senior editor, which single-
handedly puts it near the top of my
reading list. Check it out at
www.InTheseTimes.com, then pick up
Vonnegut’s new book, and get ready
for some unbridled genius.

As I wrapped up a column about
kinky fetishes and sexual fantasy, I
received a desperate phone call from a
good friend of mine. Between the dra-
matic conversation and my ever-inten-
sifying case of ADD, I found it impos-
sible to think about whips or chains.
However, the call made me realize just
how deeply the realm of fantasy can
affect our everyday lives.

A few years back, my friend Kathy
developed an intense crush on a
Christian Bale look-alike in her
Spanish II class. She had a boyfriend at
the time, but would regularly repeat
the dreams she would have about her
classmate to me. As the school year
came to a close, she convinced herself
that what she had with her boyfriend
was much more special than a semester
of flirtatious glances, and she dis-
missed the feelings as a surface attrac-
tion—nothing more. Years passed, and
Kathy continued to date the guy she

Reality bites

has been with since high
school—and then she
entered her Art Theory
class.

“Holy shit, Jen, he’s in
my class,” Kathy was pan-
icked. “I haven’t been able
to stop thinking about him
for days. I keep having
these dreams where we
‘accidentally’ have sex.”

As I held back my laugh-
ter, (accidental sex?) I got
to thinking about fantasies
affecting our realities.
Erotic dreams are great—
pleasantly surprising
even—but what happens
when a dream or fantasy
stirs up feelings you
thought you had under wraps?

As Kathy continued asking me
“What does all this mean?” and “What
the hell should T do?” I began thinking
about how fantasies have completely
thrown me in a different direction in
the past. Dreams are dreams, but is a
fantasy about another a sign that you
aren’t happy in your own relationship?
Or just one of the strange tricks your
brain plays on you?

Kathy’s situation is a familiar one
for me. She has a long-term, comfort-
able boyfriend, whom she not only
loves but considers her best friend.
Sure, she’s happy. But could she be
happier? Is he really the one she wants
to be with forever? Is she missing out
on what could be the love of her life?

Was Kathy happy and satisfied two
days ago or did it take seeing an old
crush to make her realize that she’s
looking for something else? Deciding
between your heart and your hormones

is a difficult task at this age, and can
sometimes cause trouble.

Webster’s Dictionary defines fantasy
as “The power or process of creating
especially unrealistic or improbable
mental images in response to psycho-
logical need (an object of fantasy);
also: a mental image or a series of
mental images (as a daydream) so cre-
ated sexual fantasies of adolescence.”

If a fantasy is a response to a psycho-
logical need, then it has to be more deeply
rooted than a temporary brain lapse.
There has to be something, missing.

My usual, hopeless romantic answer
to this fantasy tug-of-war would be to
talk to your partner about your needs
and hope for the best, but the more I
think about it, the less I think that
would help.

If there’s a sexual thought that you
can’t get out of your head, if you're
secretly hoping to have ‘“accidental
sex” with someone, maybe sticking
with someone you aren’t so hot for
isn’t the best idea—not for now, at
least.

Youth is a beautiful thing, and so is
the human brain. Working at relation-
ships is a great idea, and I in no way
discourage that, but I don’t discourage
having a (safe) rendezvous with the
object of your desire, either, if the
opportunity arises.

As for Kathy, I'm pretty sure she’ll
keep her crush under wraps until it
“goes away.” That’s just the kind of
girl she is. Maybe it’s for the best and
she can think of her crush in her “alone
time” so to speak. As for me, I should
probably learn to keep my fantasies
and my reality a bit more separate—
Nabh, I have my whole life to do that.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONDAY

p with Annie
Clark St.
9p.m., $19

y with The Reputation

d more, part of Estrojam
The Bottom Lounge,
3206 N. Wilton

6 p.m.

TUESDAY

Pretty Girls Make Graves with
Franz Ferdinand

Aragon Ballroom

1106 W. Lawrence Ave

7 p.m., $27.50

Desperate Housewives: Season 1"
DVD Release

WEDNESDAY

Beck

The Riviera Theater
4764 N. Racine Ave.
6:30 p.m.

Sold Out!

Sigur Ros
Chicago Theater, 175 N. State St.
7:30p.m., $29-$33

Bobby Conn with The Glass Gypsies
The Bottom Lounge,
3206 N. Wilton Ave.
6 p.m., $10 advance, $12 at the door

THURSDAY

Numbers' record release party
Bottom Lounge

3206 N. Wilton Ave

10 p.m.

FRIDAY

Untitled’s 15th Anniversary Party
Metro, 3730 N. Clark

1M pm.tod am

(Open Bar 11 p.m. to midnight)
$5

The National
Schubas, 3159 N. Southport
10:30 p.m., $12

SATURDAY

The Proclaimers
The Abbey Pub, 3420 W. Grace St.
9p.m., $20

SUNDAY

My Chemical Romance with
Alkaline Trio and Reggie and the
Full Effect

UIC Pavillion, 1150 W. Harrison St
8 p.m., $22

Love us or hate us...

We'd love to hear from you. How to contact The Word:

Todd Burbo - tburbo@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8969
Hunter Clauss - hclauss@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8970
Tiffany Breyne - tbreyne@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8971

So, Is that movie
worth watching?
That CD worth
buying? Count
the hearts in
each review and
use this handy
chart to find out.

Ratings Guide @QOQO Complete Crap

@@OOO Download it

@®®® (OO Pretty Entertaining

OO®DO Ver Good

@@@@@ Word Up.
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All joking aside

Vonnegut is back, and he’s angry
By Todd Burbo/A&E Editor

Amongst authors of American
literature—Midwestern American
literature  in  particular—Kurt
Vonnegut stands in a league of his
own, much as Chicago stands
among our country’s landlocked
cities.

Although he now lives in New
York, Vonnegut is proud of his
Midwestern heritage, and mentions
it repeatedly in a number of his
books. A Man Without a Country is
no exception. Only 10 pages into
the book, he declares, “I am one of
America’s Great Lakes people, her
freshwater people.” He continues,
proudly describing the accomplish-
ments of other Midwestemers, such
as poet Carl Sandburg, Mark Twain
and Abraham Lincoln.

Reading Vonnegut’s opinions on
current events will be exhilarating
to his longtime fans, who have long
believed that his days of published
writing were over. As timeless as
his past works are, it is nevertheless
satisfying to hear his thoughts on
subjects such as the war in Iraq. As
a veteran of WWII and a survivor
of the Dresden firebombings, his
humanist take on war is as inspiring
(and often heart-breaking) today as
it was when he wrote
Slaughterhouse Five in 1969,

As he tackles today’s issues,
Vonnegut’s fans will notice a differ-
ence in his voice. Much of his
humor is gone, but what little is left
is of the driest, most cynical vari-
ety. Late in the book, Vonnegut
himself discusses the change. After
explaining his feeling that humor is
a form of protection against pain,
he sadly laments that he is no
longer able to joke.

“I used to be funny, and perhaps
I'm not anymore,” he writes.
“There may have been so many
shocks and disappointments that
the defense of humor no longer
works.”

As depressing as that sounds, he
is not completely disillusioned with
life, and in fact spends a large por-
tion of this book praising people
and things that he loves.

One of the greatest things about
Vonnegut is his lack of ego, his ten-
dency to recognize the greatness of
others before himself. 4 Man
Without a Country, like many of his
other books, is packed with quota-
tions from his favorite people,
ranging from historic speeches by
Abraham Lincoln to more personal
inspirations provided by his sib-
lings or children. Once a college
professor, Vonnegut often dispens-

es advice to would-be writers. On
the subject of quotations, he offers
this advice: “It is almost always a
mistake to mention Abrah:
Lincoln. He
always steals
the show.”

Whether or
not he has
given up on
life, Vonnegut
has almost cer-
tainly given up
on America, If
the book’s title
isn’t  enough
evidence, he
makes 1t clear
further in.

“Many years ago | was so inno-
cent I stll considered it possible
that we could become humane and
reasonable,” he writes. *“But [ know
now that there is not a chance in
hell of America becoming humane
and reasonable. Because power
corrupts us. And absolute power
corrupts us absolutely.”

He continues: “So I am a man
without a country, except for the
librarians, and a Chicago paper
called In These Times.”

In These Times is a locally pub-
lished paper that, according to its
mission statement, is “Dedicated to
informing and analyzing popular
movements for social, environmen-
tal, and economic justice.” In the
past few years, its pages have been
the only source of new Vonnegut
material, as he serves as a senior
editor on its staff.

As for his praise of librarians,
Vonnegut says this:

A MAN VITHOUT A C

“l want to congratulate librari-
ans, who, all over the country, have
staunchly resisted anti-democratic
bullies who have tried to remove
certain books from their shelves,
and destroyed records rather than
have to reveal to thought police the

names of persons who have
checked out those titles.”

His love of librarians seems to
rekindle a sort of faith in humanity,
sparking a rare moment of opti-
mism in the book, and one that ulti-
mately sets the tone for the entire
work.

“So the America | loved still
exists,” he writes. “If not in the
White House, the Supreme Court,
the Senate...The America I loved
still exists at the front desks of our
public libraries.”

Despite its appearance at the twi-

light of Vonnegut’s career, it is the
ideal place to start reading his
work, if you haven't already. The
book provides a straightforward,
no-nonsense view of his thoughts,
whereas his past work can be more
alienating, using absurd and often
abstract stories to get his points
across.

There are no such excuses for not
reading this book. It’s packed with
brilliance, is easy to read, and will
most likely be the last published
book by one of the most relevant
authors of our lifetime.

‘A Man Without a Country’
by Kurt Vonnegut

PO®O®®®

Serving chlcagoland's art community

every point

SCHOOL

SALE

CANVAS up to 50% OFF

OIL & ACRYLIC PAINTS up to 40% OFF

SELECT BRUSHES 40%—50% OFF

ASSORTED PAPER PADS 40%—50% OFF

EASELS up to 50% OFF

Let Chicagoland's most experienced art staff help you with your class list.
*Sale runs through 9-30-05

JGOOD'S

evanstan

- 714 Main Street in Evanston 847-864-0001

Ample parking at rear of store.
Good's Is located 1-block west of the CTA Purple Line and Metra Union Pacific North stops.

www.goodsofevanston.com

Open Sunday 11-6 , Weekdays 9-7, Saturday 9-6

custom
in-between framing

Are you taking
medication

for depression...
but still feel sad?

If you have been diagnosed with depression and have
not improved while taking an antidepressant medication,
you may qualify for a nationwide research study of a new
investigational drug for treatment-resistant depression.

Study medication is provided. Participants are reimbursed

for time and travel.

If you think you might qualify, please call the
Uptown Research Screening Line at 372-409-6730
or email us at info@uptownresearch.com.

Uptown Research Institute, LLC
4755 N. Kenmore Ave., Chicago, IL 60640
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‘Transgeneration’ examines lives
of transsexual college students

New Sundance Channel series hifs the books about fransgenderism

By Hunter Clauss/Assistant A&E Editor

Clockwise from upper left: Gabbie, Lucas with his friend Kasey, T.J., and Raci all embark on their own journeys through college life in the Sundance Channel’s new
show Transgeneration.

he transition from high
T school to college can be a
difficult one. New student
orientation, dorm life and class
registration can be a bit over-
whelming no matter how pre-
pared students believe they are.
The college experience, how-
ever, is different for everyone. A
new documentary series airing
on the Sundance Channel takes a
look at how four transgendered
students adjust to the hectic
world of college life, while also
confronting issues surrounding
transgenderism. The show, which
premierey Sept. 20 at 9 p.m., fol-
lows Gabbie, Lucas, Raci, and

T.J. through their 2004-2005
schoo) year
Each of the four students

attends a  different  school
Gabbie, 20, 14 a male to female
transsexual majoring in comput
er science at the University of
Colorado in Boulder

“College 18 good,” said Gabbie
in an nterview with  The
Chronicle. “1 hike it, especially in
HBoulder. [t's a very liberal town

College life in general is pretty
liberal.”

While Gabbie identifies as
female and is in the process of
becoming a woman—going
through hormone therapy and
anxiously awaiting the day of her
sexual reassignment surgery—she
is still required by Colorado law
to use the men’s restroom in the
dormitory where she lived and
worked as a resident advisor dur-
ing the documentary.

“It’s an annoyance,” Gabbic
said. Despite this, Gabbic said
she enjoys college life.

“I have a group of friends and
we're insancly close,” Gabbic
said. “I haven’t really had many
negative experiences in college
because I found it to be a really
nice environment.”

If anything, she said, she loves
living on her own much more
than living at home and being in
high school

“At home | really
repressed,” Gabbie smd, "Being,
uble to come to college and be
my own person was really liber

wias

ating. So college has been a won-
derful experience for me. The
only thing that could be a down-
side is all of the homework.”
The show's other male to
female transsexual is Raci, 20,
who is also hearing impaired.
During the taping of
Transgeneration, she was a

Raci appreciates how open-
minded her fellow students are.
“I [go to] a diverse college, not
only by race but by gender,” Raci
said. “There are a lot of gays and
lesbians [on campus]. So we can
help each other out of trouble.”
One of Raci’s friends shown
on Transgeneration is Apple,

“I's a good example of ways to
get through different challenges
that a trans person might face in
school or with their family or at that

point in their life.”

freshman  English  major at
California State University in
Los Angeles. Raci, who was born
in the Phillippines, had a hard
first year at college; as she jug
gled attending school and deal
g, with her identity as a trans
sexual

“I really like college,” Raci
told The Chronicle. Like Gabbie,

who s also a male to female
transsexual. In the documentary,
Apple provides support and com
fort to Raci as she experiences a
rough year,

“I've learned how 1o love
myself, have more confidence
and o come out to a lot of peo
ple,” Ract said. “So 1'm not wor
ried anymore.” Since she has

come to terms with many of he
hardships, Raci said that she wa:
able to focus on school more.

“Last quarter I got straight
A’s,” Raci said. “It's a good
development for the last quarter
and the quarter before that.”

In addition to Gabbie and Rac|
the show also focuses on Lucas.
21, a female to male transsexus!
who majored in neurobiology &
Smith College in Northampton
Mass. Although Smith College
an all female school, Lucas, ¢
senior, decided to continue hi
studies there so he could gradv
ate on time. Transgeneration s
follows Lucas as he researche
and considers whether or not
pursue hormone therapy.
many of his friends have
the option, he remains conflicted

There is also T.J., 23, a male¥
female transsexual who is llﬂ"
uate student in education ¥
Michigan State University,
in Lebanon, 1] 18 able to 8
in the United States thanks oM

Continued on next page
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Fulbright Scholarship, a study
abroad program that was estab-
lished by Congress in 1954.
While his family lives miles
away in Cyprus, T.J. is still
affected by his mother’s refusal
to accept him as being transgen-
dered.

Acceptance is a large topic
throughout the documentary. In
fact, college is all about being
accepted into another stage in life.
When one is having trouble
accepting themselves, this stage
can become much more compli-
cated.

“I started out with some issues
with it,” Gabbie said, referring to
her upbringing and how she was
told that transgenderism was
wrong. “In high school, my best
friend was Mormon. With that,
there were a lot of issues that had
rubbed off on me.”

Raci said coming to terms
with her identity was hard.

“I was so confused. I tried to
be a guy for a year,” she said.
Ultimately, she didn’t feel com-
fortable with it.

“I had a lot of issues but
because of my family, having
transgendered friends, and
being on [Transgeneration]
have made me more confident
about being a transsexual,” Raci
said. “I’ve come to accept
myself.”

Many of the themes and issues
discussed in Transgeneration are
familiar to many local Chicago
support groups.

“It’s a good example of ways
to get through different chal-

college.

lenges that a trans person might
face in school or with their fam-
ily or at that point in their life,”
said Casey Schwartz, 25, direc-
tor of the Trans Youth Resource
and Advocacy program at the
Broadway Youth Center, 3179
N. Broadway. Schwartz sees
Transgeneration as an excellent
resource for people who are

* “Erin Mash/The Columbia Chronicle

Above: Raci (left) and Gabbie (right) discuss how they made the transition from high school to

interested in learning more about
transgenderism.

Regina Griggs, executive direc-
tor of Parents and Friends of Ex-
Gays and Gays, thinks otherwise.
PFOX is a nonprofit organization
that supports ex-gays.

“I'm really unhappy about
that,” said Griggs of
Transgeneration. “Whether you

agree with their decision or not, it
takes hurting people who need
support, who need to know the
truth, who need to hear. . . That
this is not the answer. So why
would any television show want
to promote self-mutilation and
harm people?”

Griggs believes that transgen-
derism is a mental illness. She cites

Gender Identity Disorder, a cate-
gory of the Diagnostic Statistical
Manual (DSM IV), which is pub-
lished by the American Psychiatric
Association.

“By putting it there,”
Schwartz said of Gender
Identity  Disorder, “there
became standards of care so that
doctors and therapist [who
were] working with trans people
had specific standards they
could follow.”

Schwartz said that these stan-
dards are important in the fair-
ness of medical treatment—
such as hormone therapy—of
transgendered people.

“The criteria can be challeng-
ing for a lot of people,” Schwartz
said, “and some people agree or
disagree with the different stan-
dards of care, but they were put
in place so that trans people
would be treated similarly in
medical situations.” Schwartz
also believes that the inclusion of
Gender Identity Disorder into the
DSM IV has caused doctors and
psychiatrists to discuss transgen-
derism much more than they
used to.

While the debate over Gender
Identity Disorder will possibly
grow after the airing of
Transgeneration, Raci offers
another way of looking at the situ-
ation.

“I'm unique,” Raci said.
“There are not a lot of transsex-
uals in the world, so we are in
demand.”

Transgeneration premieres on
the Sundance Channel, Sept. 20
at 9 p.m.
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Highbrow glamour and gorgeous models.
Frantic fittings and fast-paced runways.
Eleven days of pure fashion. A world-class
urban hub. No, it’'s not New York Fashion
Week—it's Fashion Focus Chicago 2005,
“and it's happening right now.

alike from Sept. 19 through Sept. 29 as Chicago's fashion

industry and the city present Fashion Focus Chicago 2005, a
week of events highlighting everything from style experts to stu-
dents. From work from Chicago designers on display in Marshall
Field's to demonstrations in the windows of Carson Pirie Scoft on
how fo dress, the week is aimed at
drawing attenfion to the re-growth of
fashion as an important part of
Chicago business.

Growing out of fashion week at
Marshall Fleld's the past two years,
the city is sponsoring the festival this
year as part of an initiative to pro-
mofte independent designers in
Chicago. The city couldn’t do it
alone, though, and enlisted everyone from organizations that were
Involved Iin past years, like the Chicago Loop Alllance and the
Chicago Fashion Foundation, to colleges like Columbia and the
International Academy of Art and Design. The hope is, with the
involvernent of all the fashion-conscious this year, the city's inlfiative
will garner more attention, according to Mary May, spokeswoman
for the Mayor's Office of Special Events

“A ot of paople don't even redlize we have such a substantial
indusiry In Chicago,” May sald. “We want 1o show why Chicago is a

T he Loop will be packed with fashionistas and professionals

years? Possibly.”

“It takes awhile to build on initiatives
and events. Are we anywhere near
New York? No. Could we be in ten

great place fo be and to become what you want in the (fashion) business.”

Displaying work from up-and-coming designers is one way the presenters
are drawing this attention. To that end, Marshall Field's flagship store, 111 N.
State St., will have a Chicago Designer Boutique open through Oct. 31. A
meet and greet with the créme de la créme of Chicago designers Sept. 21
at the W Chicago-City Center, 172 W. Adams St., offers even more accessi-
bility. In fact, making Chicago's fashion industry accessible—both to design-
ers in training at colleges in Chicago to the public at large—seems to be the
underlying theme for many of the people involved. For instance, faculty and
students at Columbia are presenting the Fashion Columbia Study Collection,
from Sept. 19 through Sept. 30, in the windows of the Paimer House Hilton as
a way to not only display the college’s involvement, but also the importance
of Chicago designers as a whole in a place that residents can easily see.

E. Hugh Manning, curator of the Fashion Columbia Study Collection, said
that the designers chosen to be featured in the window display were kept to
Chicago designers because of the week’s focal point.

“We could have gone with heady European designers, but the point is
saluting Chicago designers,” Manning said. “These are people who have
had success in Chicago, and even the world.”

Some of the organizers have noticed the trend on which they might need
some fashion advice: How to keep Chicago designers in Chicago. May said
that as Chicago starts to be seen as a Midwest fashion mecca, the push to
inform students and designers of the opportunities here is becoming more
important.

“We've always had people here designing, but we want to show people—
particularly students—that they have a real community that they can stay

and thrive in,” May said.

Not all designers are leaving, though. One Columbia alumna
Devin McKenna, who graduated with a fashion degree in 1996, co-
founded the Chicago Fashion Foundation, an organization
designed to foster community among Chicago's fashion populace.
After serving on the board that organized Fashion Focus Chicago
this year, McKenna underscored the
prospects this year's events offer.

“This could be the beginning of some-
thing really great in Chicago—some-
thing | didn't have when | graduated
from school,” McKenna, who Is also
Vice President of the Chicago Fashion
Foundation, said. “This is an opportunity
to experience (the industry) and show
that you do not have to go to New York
or LA

McKenna stresses that this Is New York Fashion Week done the
Midwestern way, |.e. It's free to the public and it does not just focus
on runways, but the fashlon Industry as a whole. The movement to
encourage designers to stay in sweet home Chicago Is one of the
group's main objectives, and she Is happy to see the Issue coming
to light on a city-wide level.

There Is another obvious reason behind a push for a fashion ren
alssance In the clty=-money. A booming Industry would attract
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fashion shows, in fum afiracting people fo the city. And whilea

major shopping center atf 108 N. State St., the uniucky and perpetu-
ally unoccupied parcel of land in the heart of the Loop, will have a
positive impact on residents, it's the money it will generate for busi-
nesses that is the key—“not the least of which is shopping,”
Manning said.

The Loop, where the fashion and
business districts are undeniably inter-

1. 28 from ,:ﬁa.m.!o 1:30 p.m., asﬂ“’

ﬁmmm- windows of stores on State Street during the

- week. McKenna said that this kind of student involvement is good because it £

gives fashion students a chance 1o see what's going on in the city. :
“We know as Chicagoans that thete is fashion in the city, but (these even!sf

give the industry more noforiety,” McKenna

“We want to show peop]e_pqrﬁcu. ‘said. “These are lop-tate fashion events, worthy

of anywhere, even New York or Milan.”

wined, could certainly benefitrom laIrly students—that they have a real  mough the unspoken mission of the event

the money flow a fashion revival would

i lik ities,
g, The Chicags Loas Allanao e cOmMMmunity that they can stay and s sep i e sgh diection tora gt

result of a recent merging of the . P |
Greater State Street Council and the th"ve in.
Central Michigan Avenue Association,
is sponsoring Fashion Focus Chicago this year as an outreach to the
large retail piece of the Loop's fiscal pie. According to Laura Jones,
associate director of the Alliance, investing in events like this is sup-
porting both the business district and the educational district.
Looking around the city and seeing not only designers working in
the city but also students studying fashion, Jones said that area
businesses wondered how they could encourage this while promot-
ing Chicago and the Loop.

“Everyone’s goal is to make Chicago another city that’s known for
fashion,” Jones said.
Pairing the city’s backing with the prominent Marshall Field’s

brand has certainly opened doors for this year's fashion week,
even drawing big name celebrities like Jennifer Lopez on
Thursday and Sarah Jessica Parker, who kicked off the festival
on Sept. 16.

Including such marquee names, along with several fashion
VIPs hosting talks throughout the week, shows how the indus-
try in Chicago is growing. Placing the spotlight squarely on
the city’s designers is great for Chicago, but an obvious
ulterior motive is to keep them here. The city, particularly
the Loop areaq, used fo have a thriving fashion world,
Manning points out. Though he said he can’t pinpoint
what happened to drain the city of its couture culture,
Fashion Focus events look to raise the kind of awareness
that will reverse that trend.

“We'd like to see (Chicago designers) thrive, so it's not
automatically grab your diploma and get on a plane,”
Manning said. Both Manning and Kathleen Embry, Fashion
Design Program Director at the International Academy of Art and
Design in Chicago, said that this year's program is larger than
the last.

“We worked hard to have a variefy this year. There really
is a wonderful selection,” Embry said.

Columbia and IADT will both have designs in the

it is a step in the right direction for a revitaliza-
tion of the fashion industry in Chicago—a city
with a fashion world of its own.
“It takes awhile to build on initiatives and
events,” Jones said. “Are we anywhere near New York? No. Could we be in
10 years? Possibly.”

For information on events through Sept. 29, visit fashionfocuschicago.org.
Most events are free and open fo the public.
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Maps and Atlases won't
lead you astray

Columbia band rocks out with New
Black, Local H

By Tiffany Breyne/Assistant A&E Editor

It’s no secret that Columbia is a
breeding ground for all kinds of
artistic talent, waiting to broaden its
horizons in the real world. Traverse
through its many paths leading to
musical stardom, and you’ll find
Maps and Atlases.

Maps and Atlases formed a little
over a year ago, joining together to
produce a sound of “math rock,” as
Dave Davidson, 21, the band’s
vocalist, puts it. Math rock 1s a

“I’'s a good name that
describes the way we
write songs, kind of like

a guide.”

mixture of complex rhythms and
dissnoance twisted to produce a
slightly helter skelter sound. Of the
four band members, three are
Columbia students in their final
year, balancing school, work and
their music careers.

With a set of shows across
Illinois in the next few weeks,
Maps and Atlases will make a pit-

stop at the Texas Ballroom, 3012
S. Archer Ave., along with New
Black, Hanalei and Karma with a
K on Sept. 23.

Erin Elders, 22, the band’s gui-
tarist, originally met the drummer
Chris Hainey, 22, in Milwaukee
while attending high school. Both
eventually made the decision to
attend Columbia as film majors,
which is where Elders met
Davidson, a cultural studies major,
in a class they
had together. By
that time, Elders
and Hainey had
already  posted
ads on Craigslist,
an online classi-
fieds page, for
band members
and found their
bassist, Shiraz Dada, 24.

“I had a good friend that
worked at a record store and knew
of this really great band he’d told
me about,” Davidson said. “Then
one day I realized it was Erin’s
band.”

The name Maps and Atlases
comes from an ad they saw posted
on the side of a building.

“We were discussing band
names and trying to find one that
didn’t define us—we didn’t want
to give any indication of what we
sounded like,” Davidson said.
“It’s a good name that describes
the way we write songs, kind of
like a guide.”

Soon after Davidson joined the
group, Maps and Atlases played
its first show in Iowa, near the
Illinois border.

“Of course we were nervous,
cause it was our first show,”
Davidson said. “We showed up,
and people were wearing cutoff
camouflage shorts, no shirts and
Skoal hats. It was bizarre. It was a
house party. The kid throwing it
eventually told us it was a white
trash themed party.”

Despite the mistaken setting of
a trash-tastic town, Elders said, “It
was a really good response.”

For those unaware of Maps and
Atlases sound, Davidson offers a
more elaborate description.

“I don’t think any band wants to
be set in a genre, but [ think we're
different elements of math rock,
which is instrumental, technical
music,” Davidson said. “We are
that, but with vocals.”

Furthering the description
Elders said, “We're definitely
influenced by math rock, and we
like folk music too.”

Davidson and Elders said
they’re  inspired by Don
Caballero, an instrumental group,
and Hella, though they’re not
quite as harsh. At the moment,
Davidson said he’s really into
Clap Your Hands Say Yeah, a
Brooklyn based five-piece band,
and Elders is into the Chicago-
based band Make Believe

Maps and Atlases knows it’s
important to keep good connec-
tions with Chicago’s local music
scene. Davidson notes that for the
most part, they come into contact
with good people and great atti-
tudes—though there are a few bad
seeds.

“We’ve made a lot of friends;
we just try to play shows with
bands with good attitudes. Being
cool with other bands is good for
getting shows,” Davidson said.

On Sept. 16, Maps and Atlases
played with Chicago band Local H
at Otto’s in DeKalb, Il1., an experi-
ence they never thought would
happen years ago.

“It’s the first band we listened
to in junior high; it’s weird,”
Davidson said. “We're really
excited, but nervous since we
don’t share any similarities.” Or
as Elders puts it, “We don’t rock
as hard. They’re the loudest band
I've ever heard.”

Maps and Atlases are currently
recording a new EP, set to be
released in late November. The
Maps and Atlases website is cur-
rently under construction, so to
learn more about the band, check
out its MySpace account at

www.myspace.com/mapsandat-
lases.

ps and Atlases

Maps and Atlases adds math rock to equal a rocking good time
at the Texas Ballroom, 3012 S. Archer Ave., on Sept. 23.
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Death becomes her

‘The Exorcism of Emily Rose’ inspires
scares, contemplation; manages fo avoid
‘Exorcist’ comparisons

By Tiffany Breyne/Assistant A&E Editor

Emily Rose used to be bright eyed and
innocent—until she became possessed by
demons. Now she’s a tormented girl
thrown into fits of screaming, scratching
walls, eating insects and contorting her
body into petrifying poses.

Though this eerie girl is the namesake
and basis of The Exorcism of Emily Rose,
don’t mistake it for a typical horror
movie—there are no ridiculous plot lines
a 12-year-old could write, with numerous
suspenseful scenes just because it’s fun to
scare people. (Ahem, does Scream ring a
bell?) It’s definitely not another version
of The Exorcist.

But don’t believe the creepy trailers
shown on TV—they show a majority of
the scary scenes from the movie. Instead,
imagine a courtroom setting, an agnostic
lawyer finding her place amongst spiritu-
al beliefs and the underlying message of
“do you believe?” This is a more accurate
portrayal of Emily Rose.

The movie follows lawyer Erin Bruner
(Laura Linney) as she defends Father
Moore (Tom Wilkinson), who is on trial
for the murder of Emily Rose (Jennifer
Carpenter) after a failed exorcism lead to
her death. Emily Rose is seen only in the
flashbacks used when describing scenes
in the courtroom about her possession.

Based on a true story, the line between
fact and fiction is often blurred in Emily
Rose. The real Emily Rose was Anneliese
Michel of Germany, whose possession
began in 1968 when she was 16 years old.
Just like Emily Rose’s character,
Anneliese’s religiously protective family
looked towards the church to help rid her
of a gruesome condition that medicine
didn’t seem to help. Anneliese died in
1976 after many failed exorcisms, and her
parents and pastor were put to trial for
negligent homicide. The court documents

from the case were the inspiration for
Emily Rose.

Without looking at the court docu-
ments, it seems as though the similarities
stop there, and the rest is writer and direc-
tor Scott Derrickson’s (Urban Legend:
Final Cut, Hellraiser: Inferno) imagina-
tion. The events that happen to characters
other than Emily Rose are so detailed that
it seems impossible Derrickson would
know all this information. Yet the movie
manages to carry past that fact with its
strong character development.

Emily Rose mostly follows Linney’s
character both in and outside of the court-
room. Skeptical about Father Moore’s
ideas of possession and demons, Linney
does a great job of playing the semi-sar-
castic, non-believing Bruner. Her charac-
ter is relatable as she cycles through emo-
tions throughout the movie, deciphering
what’s real and what’s not. Hearing nois-
es in the night and warnings from Father
Moore that demons are all around, Bruner
is caught between her agnostic self and

Being possessed by the devil isn't easy. Jennifer Carpenter pl'ays Emily Rose

in The Exorcism of Emily Rose.

Carpenter, with her startling ability to cre-
ate such chilling scenes using only her
body and facial expressions. Carpenter, a
somewhat fresh face on the screen with her
most recognizable movie being White
Chicks, doesn’t have many lines in the
movie but still managed to produce a pow-
erful and memorable image for the audi-
ence.

The trailers for The Exorcism of Emily
Rose may be daunting and misleading,
but the movie still manages to capture and

=

scare in an appropriate manner. For
moviegoers looking for that perfect mix
of drama and shock, this movie is a defi-
nite must-see.

The Exorcism of Emily Rose
(PG-13)
Directed by Scoft Derrickson

®®@OO

the yearning to believe in such a
power.

The question constantly looming
in her mind is whether Emily Rose
was actually possessed or if she
suffered from an epileptic disease,
as the prosecuting lawyer, Ethan
Thomas (Campbell Scott), wants
the jury to believe.

That same question runs through
the audience’s mind. Both sides of
the trial offer up enough valid evi-
dence to back up their case, and one
starts to wonder—do demons exist?
Is possession and exorcism really
possible or just a figment of the
imagination?

Though Linney’s character does
carry much of the movie, kudos to
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—Chicaga Sun-Times

Student Rush Tickets may be purchased at box office with a valid student
ID 2 hours before show time. 2 tickets per ID. Subject to availability.

SHOW SCHEDULE
Wed-Thu 8pm,

Fri 7pm, Sat 4, 7+10pm
Sun 4+7pm

Schedule subject to change.

BRIAR STREET THEATRE 3133 North Halsted Chicago
1.800.BLUEMAN blueman.com

She

CONTACT INFORMATION
| Box Office 773.348.4000

ticketmaster 312.902.1500

ticketmaster.com

Group Sales 773.348.3300

¢ BMP
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releases new album!

Ex-Beatle not only still alive, but
still recording

By Sam Libretti/Staff Writer

Apparently, this is the season
for aging rockers to release
albums designed to coincide with
multimillion dollar tours. Earlier
this month, the Rolling Stones
released a new disc, 4 Bigger
Bang, and their sold-out tour
stopped at Soldier Field recently.

Tuesday saw the release of Paul
McCartney’s Chaos and Creation
in the Backyard, his first new stu-
dio offering since 2001, and this
October, the former Beatle brings
his sold-out tour to the United
Center for two nights.

On Chaos, released in the U.S.
by Capitol Records, McCartney
once again proves to the world
that he is a master of his craft,
chumning out melodic piano-
tinged pop like nobody’s busi-
ness. Listeners who were disap-
pointed by 2001’s Driving Rain
will likely appreciate the effort
put forth on Chaos. Listeners who
enjoyed Driving Rain, well, God

bless them.

Where recent McCartney solo
work has seemed forced and unin-
spired, this album feels light and
energetic, even at its lowest
points. Working with producer
Nigel Godrich, who has helmed
albums for Radiohead and Beck,
McCartney was largely held back
from his habit of getting too
syrupy—what late ex-Beatle
George Harrison once described
as “granny music.” There are,
however, a few times on the
album when one wishes Godrich
would have held the leash a little
tighter on the corny balladry.

Sir Paul is credited with all of
the instrumentation on most
tracks, but there are appearances
by the drummer for his touring
band, Abe Laboriel Jr., as well as
one of the band’s guitarists, Rusty
Anderson. A lot of the album’s
appeal lies in the eloquent string
sections, harmoniums and

Waurlitzer pianos. These layers of
music come together to provide
an ambiance to McCartney’s
songs that they have not had in
some time, particularly on “A
Certain Softness,” “At the Mercy”
and “Riding to Vanity Fair.””

Beatles fans will quickly recog-
nize “Jenny Wren” as being set
firmly in the style of “Blackbird,”
the McCartney-penned acoustic
ballad on the Beatles’ self-titled
1968 double album.

The album’s opening track and
current single, “Fine Line,” has an
instantly catchy hook and is a

Above: Paul McCartney is hung out to dry. But not really.

great melodic rocker, as are
“Friends to Go” and “Promise to
You Girl.” Most of the other
songs are successful because of
McCartney’s musicianship, their
precise arrangements and the
strength of McCartney’s voice.
Easily the biggest misstep on
the album, “English Tea,” sees Sir
Paul committing his most egre-
gious musical sin: getting too
campy for an album that is other-
wise strong. Music icon or not,
lines like “Very twee / very me”
and “Nanny bakes / fairy cakes”
just don’t cut it. Despite its short-

comings, Chaos and Creation in
the Backyard offers proof that at
63, Paul McCartney is still capa-
ble of making music that has rele-
vance in a market that is vastly
different from that of the 1960s
and ’70s.

Chaos and Credtion in
the Backyard
by Paul McCartney

OO

College Radio

Twne inv

Thursday, September 22, 2005 from am PM

£

&

This special
program is dedicated
to the rich history of
New Orleans. We will be
accentuating the music,
literature, history , art and
Culture. Contributions will be
given to the American Red Cross and
The Salvation Army.

United wcrxss.

Hurricane Relief Network
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Out of My Head boroscopes

by Scotty Carison by Alicia Dorr

< Aries (March 21 — April 20): In a recent City Council meeting, Chicago
BUT YOU DON'T EVEN KNOW... f‘g"“?.; Alderman Burton Natarus (42nd Ward) asked another alderman to move
OW, BUT T DO. T WON'T = btfcause her hat was too large and‘ ‘was blockixjn%; his view. I think you, of all
TONE DOWN MY "COOL- people, can draw an important lesson from this.

NESS" JUST S0 YOU CAN "@'—7
IMPRESS YOUR CHICK. :’\'J’ Taurus (April 21 — May 21): Don’t be such a hobo.

T REALLY WANT TO IMPRESS
DANA ON OUR DATE TONIGHT,
SO 1 WAS WONDERING IF
YOU'D DO ME A FAVOR...

THE ANSWER

Gemini (May 22 — June 21): T hate to break it to you, but you do, in fact, look
Irish.

Cancer (June 22 — July 23): Your lack of productiveness is increasing in direct
M proportion to your confidence level. Blame yourself—everyone told you never

to become a hippie.

WNZD :
Mp&&

) Leo (July 24 — Aug. 23): I love you, but I'm not in love with you.

Virgo (Aug. 24 — Sept. 23): You'll have a fun day sometime this week, filled
to the brim with hargwarsh and poppycock.

s Libra (Sept. 24 — Oct. 23): Your mailperson will not, in fact, come rain or
) shine and is definitely confiscating your Victoria’s Secret catalogues. 1f you
I V“IJVSSLCD)NVI\—IEA‘R w%%l:ggbfau X want your luck to change, perhaps you should consider greasing his or her

LIKE I SAID, DON'T
TRY TO CHANGE ME.

copyright scott carlson 2005
I KNOW YOU'RE JEALOUS THAT

MEETING GIRLS IS A CINCH
FOR ME, BUT I WON'T CHANGE.
I'M A SUAVE GLY, AND YOU'LL
JUST HAVE TO DEAL WITH IT.

palm on the next Boxing Day.

Scorpio (Oct. 24 — Nov. 22): By jove, this week you're adorable!

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 — Dec. 21): Aw, is the stork going to bring you a little
bundle of joy? No? Eee ... Sorry, it must be the sweater ... it's an optical illu-
sion.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 — Jan. 20): You will be forced to move most of your
office items into your bathroom for an extended period of time this week after
a bad burrito.

Aquarius (Jan. 21 — Feb. 19): A road to riches is not in the cards, but a bright
future in door-to-door magazine sales is looking promising.

Pisces (Feb. 20 — Mar. 20): Knock, knock. (You hopefully inquire: Who's
there?) Your horoscope.
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CONNECT WITH UP TO 20 PEOPLE INSTANTLY WITH THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON.
THEN MAKE PLAN TO MOVE COUCH INTO YOUR PLACE OR BACK OUT TO STREET.

Unlimited SpeedTalk Minutes
Walkie-talkie-style service
* 1000 Anytime Minutes

* $49.95 per month

* AOL” Instant Messenger” service — FREE Trial
*Buy 1 and get up to 3
LG UX4750 phones FREE

(with 2-year contracts and mail-in rebates)

US.Cellular

1-888-BUY-USCC « GETUSC.COM
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conditions. Use of the AOL* Messenger™

not excoed mora than one full day's time.
in rebate per line. Promotional Is subject to change. Allow 10-12 weeks for rebaté proc

SpeedTaik is only available In U.S. Cellular's enhanced services coverage areas. While you
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Hoping for the best ...

“the best student-cen-

tered arts and media col-
lege in the world,” then
addressing the workloads of
Columbia’s faculty should
be one of the college’s top
priorities. Resolving this
issue today would ensure
future applicants make our
school their first choice

If our goal is to become

tomorrow.
Columbia has been fortu-
nate enough to boast

instructors who incorporate
real-world experience from
outside the classroom. At
the same time, this offers
students the opportunity to
leam from the work per-
formed by professionals
who go beyond standard
reading assignments and
lectures. This aspect of who
makes up our faculty is
rewarding, but it has been
coming at the expense of
some rather overworked
professors.

It has been five years
since the All-College
Workload Committee was
formed following then-
Provost Sam Floyd’s call
for reduced workloads for
full-time faculty, and the
committee made a proposal
to make that happen in
January 2004. There were
hopes last spring that the
reduction would occur this
semester, but we’re still
waiting.

And we wait while P-fac,
“the Part-Time Faculty
Association, sits at the bar-
gaining table. At Columbia,
we have more than three
times as many part-time
instructors as full-time

instructors. While these two
sets of negotiations are
unrelated, it is critical that
we reach a solution that sat-
isfies each and every mem-
ber of our staff. The admin-
istration should have no
concerns about whether or
not it is getting its money’s
worth.

Workload and salary
compression should be seen
as returns on student invest-
ments that could exceed
$100,000 per individual.
The quality of the education
we receive is immediately
impacted by the time those
who teach us have to offer.
As The Chronicle reported
in March, a survey by
Columbia College Faculty
Organization found that
reducing the current work-
load to nine credit hours
was one of the most impor-
tant issues among faculty.

With time also having to
be dedicated to administra-
tive duties, it is clear that
reorganizing these priorities
would not be an easy task.
Striking a perfect balance
between allowing all pro-
fessors to develop profes-
sionally, as well as also
honoring obligations to time
on campus, makes it diffi-
cult to create any free time.
This will not happen
overnight, but clearly as
Columbia grows, more is
going to be required. And
that is why the issue can be
delayed no longer.

We feel that Columbia is
already emerging as the col-
lege of choice in Chicago,
and we believe that with
continued dedication and

commitment to creating
well-rounded students who
are more than prepared to
meet whatever challenge
follows graduation, the
notion of becoming the best
in the world is hardly far-
fetched.

However, how Columbia
handles its faculty directly
figures into such a goal.
According to The Chronicle
of Higher Education, a sur-
vey compiled by the
American Association of
University Professors found
that the average salary for a
professor at Columbia for
the 2004-05 school year
was $64,000. That figure is
lower than the $83,986
national average for full-
time professors at other
master’s institutions, a cate-
gorization for schools that
offer both bachelor’s and
master’s degrees. Full-time
professors at our neighbor-
ing institution, Roosevelt
University—which  falls
into the same AAUP catego-
ry as Columbia—average
$81,600 a year, according to
the survey.

It’s hard to be considered
the best in the world when
salaries for your full-time
faculty rank as being just
above the 20th percentile in
the country.

Producing the best and
brightest means learning
from the best and brightest.
Of course, that kind of suc-
cess comes at a price, and in
order for our school to
achieve a truly global repu-
tation, Columbia needs to
start getting ahead of the
rest of the nation.

... preparing for the

we know what led to the

shocking death of
DePaul student Jason
Zarka, who was found in his
University Center bedroom
on Sept. 6. While college
administrators and thera-
pists are helping students
cope with the news, it is
crucial that the University
Center be as open and hon-
est as possible with its resi-
dents when the circum-
stances are revealed.

Zarka’s roommate told
police that he and the 21-
year-old junior business
student had traveled to the
West Side to purchase hero-
in. Police are investigating
if Zarka’s death 1s related to
a string of incidents involy-
ing the narcotic.

On the West Side, police
suspected heroin  was
involved in the death of a
35-year-old man on Sept, 7.
Four women in the same
neighborhood were taken to
area hospitals after becom-

It will be weeks before

ing sick from possibly using
the substance on Sept. 5.

Results from the medical
examiner are not expected
for weeks, but if it turns out
that the substance con-
tributed to this tragedy, res-
idents of the “Superdorm”
should be made aware of it.

Many students are
exposed to illegal drugs
long before arriving at col-
lege, but heroin in the envi-
ronment at the University
Center should be limited to
William S. Burroughs nov-
els. The only way to contin-
ue to uphold that expecta-
tion is by addressing the
role narcotics played in
Zarka's death. Being forth-
right about all details is the
best step to ensure that a
similar incident does not
happen again.

The 2003 National
Survey on Drug Use and
Health found that annual
heroin use among the gen-
eral population age 12 and
older had dropped to

COBLUMBIA CHRONICLE

worst

314,000 from 404,000 in
2002. And the number of
youths who had used the
drug between the ages of 12
and 17 fell from 13,000 in
2002 to 12,000 in 2003. The
hope would be that these
numbers will continue to
plunge until the figures hit
zero.

When the “Superdorm”
opened in fall 2004, it wel-
comed students from
Columbia as well as DePaul
and Roosevelt universities.
It is a key part of creating a
sense of community for all
three colleges, and if a stu-
dent’s death on its premises
was the result of a drug
overdose, the news would
force officials to work hard-
er toward reclaiming that
feeling,

However, it also presents
them with an opportunity to
case the concerns of its stu-
dents and bring its residents
together at a time when all
three schools are carrying
heavy hearts,
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Keep Coca-Cola out of Columbia

I was surprised to read in The
Chronicle that the college is negotiat-
ing a contract with Coca-Cola.
Perhaps they aren’t aware of a grow-
ing international campaign against
Coca-Cola for a number of its prac-
tices in developing countries.

Alleged human rights violations at
its bottling plants in Colombia, where
assassinations of union activists by
paramilitary groups are an issue, have
given rise to numerous actions includ-
ing a suit brought by labor groups and
victims. In India, Coke's bottling
operations are accused of drying up
the water supply for small villages, as
well as polluting groundwater and
soil. In recent months, thousands of
local Indians have turned out to
protest existing and proposed plants.

Coca-Cola’s recent shareholder
meeting was taken over by sharehold-
er activists condemning the company’s
actions in India and Colombia. New
York City’s comptroller is concerned
about Coca-Cola’s stock in the city’s
portfolio. College and university stu-
dents, in particular, have played a key
role in bringing the campaign to the
national and international stage.
Unions and campuses around the
country are taking part in a Coke boy-
cott.

The website KillerCoke.org has a
wealth of information and links,
including New York City television
station WB11's special “Fact Finders
Report” video in the site’s August 31
news bulletin. Is this a good time to
bring Coca-Cola to campus?

—Sheila Brady
Program Coordinator,
Educational Studies

Have an opinion about some-
thing you read on these pages? Why
not write a Letter to the Editor? At
the bottom of Page 13 you'll find a
set of guidelines on how to do this.
Let us hear from you.
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By Hunter Clauss
Assistant A&E Editor

The car radio can be just as frus-
trating as the evening commute
home from work, school or both.
Continually pressing the scan but-
ton, flipping through the various
stations for five minutes straight
and the whole process of searching
for something new to listen to can
feel like the ending of Raiders of
the Lost Ark, when the Nazis open
up the Ark of the Covenant and all
their faces melt.

Radio is by no means a holy gift
from God to humankind. It’s a relic
of the past thanks largely in part to
the popular iPod, one of the great-
est inventions of our lifetime.
Listeners no longer have to sit and
listen to what a bunch of corpora-
tions think of as good music, like
Ace of Base or Ashlee Simpson.
We, the listeners, can plug in our
iPods and tune out the mindless
drivel associated with commercial
radio, which is largely owned by
giant entities like Viacom and
Clear Channel.

In some ways, one can see this
as an example of Immanuel Kant's
essay “What is Enlightenment?” In
it, Kant argues that mankind can
only mature through the public
sphere, which consists of the read-
ing public that has access to books.
If the reading public is granted the
freedom to pursue these published
works, Kant believed, that
progress would be achieved.

The only kick-in-the-groin that
stands in the way of the public
sphere is the guardians, an authori-
tative system that regulates what
an individual can read and say. In
the realm of radio, big businesses
act as guardians. They control
which radio personalities make it
on the air, and what songs make it
onto playlists. These personalities
and playlists often lack a certain
diversity that could be refreshing

iPod killed the radio star

to the drab routine of commercial
radio.

At the moment, radio isn’t doing
so well with its public image. This
fact is driven home by the recent
“pay for play” scandal. In July
2005, New York Attorney General
Eliot Spitzer reported that Sony
BMG, the second largest record
label in the world, had paid radio
stations to give more airtime to
certain songs. This is incredibily
damning because it's now apparent
that the radio industry is largely a
puppet for large record labels.

and Jack FM, 104.3, have switched
10.

In April of last year, Q101 trans-
formed from the “alternative sta-
tion,” playing heavy metal crap, to
being “on shuffle,” playing any-
thing and everything. The night
they made the switch was the first
time I remember hearing Daft
Punk on the station since the late
90s, and because the switch hap-
pened on April Fools’ Day, I
thought it was a strange joke.

Q101 wasn’t the only station
that changed its image. The

It is noticeable that the radio
industry is stuck in a hard place.
Many stations are reformatting
themselves in order to effectively
compete with the almighty iPod,
which allows listeners to choose
what they want to listen to withaut
committing to a single genre.
Many stations are ditching the old
format of playing a single type of
music to a format that encompass-
es a wide range of music, formats
that stations like Q101, 101.1 FM,

Josh Covarrubias/The Chronicle
beloved oldies station 104.3 FM
bit the big one and transformed
into Jack FM, trading in the charm-
ing radio personality Dick Biondi
for the lame slogan, “We play want
we want.” The new incamation of
1043 plays an eclectic mix of
music that nobody listened to
when it first came out. The oldies
station still does exist online,
where you can find Dick Biondi,
but who goes online to listen to
Elvis or The Beatles? Not old peo-

ple, because we all know how
much they love new technology.

Podcasts, however, offer a
refreshing change that commercial
radio isn’t capable of achieving. A
podcast is a radio show that is post-
ed online like a blog. Podcasts can
be downloaded from Apple’s
iTunes music store. Though pod-
casts can be played on many
portable mp3 players, this medium
derived its name from Apple’s
iPod. There are podcasts like “Gas
Radio” which tells listeners where
they can find the cheapest gas
prices. There are also podcasts like
“Feast of Fools,” which is the
Johnny Carson Show for the
GLBT community. Even U.S. Sen.
Barack Obama has his own pod-
cast.

Pretty much anyone can create
and produce a radio show, and
there are podcasts that appeal to
Republicans, Democrats, Harry
Potter fans, gays and lesbians,
sports fans, mystery novel readers,
cooks and a whole slew of others.
This diversity of perspectives is
something that is alien to radio. A
majority of AM talk shows are
very conservative, such as Rush
Limbaugh’s show, and FM mom-
ing talk show personalities often
come off as catering to the shock
jock mentality.

For Kant, achieving a public
sphere in which the individual is
allowed to think freely must be
accomplished in order for progress
to be made. If humankind bows
down to the guardians and their
private sphere, then society will
never mature. Podcasting has
made radio irrelevant because 1t
opens up the floodgates for anyone
to express themselves in an audio
file medium. We no longer have to
listen to the voice from the moun-
tain, the corporations or the script-
ed radio personalities. Thanks to
podcasting, anyone can have his or
her own radio show online.

Getting extremism down ‘Pat’

By Derek Strum
Commentary Editor

The ongoing War on Terror takes
aim at radicalism among Muslims,
but as long we’re calling a spade a
spade, there’s no American practic-
ing the sort of extremism as detri-
mental to U.S. interests as
Christian minister Pat Robertson.

The Christian Broadcasting
Network chairman was “clearly”
not having a “good week,” accord-
ing to the Anti-Defamation
League, when the organization
condemned Robertson for criticiz-
ing the Israeli withdrawal from the
Gaza Strip. During a broadcast of
his religious vehicle, “The 700
Club,” Robertson said, “God says,
‘I am going to judge the nations
who have parted my land.’ He said,
‘I am going to bring judgement
against them.™”

Hoping to talk some sense into
the good minister, ADL's statement
noted, “As a staunch supporter of
Israel, Mr. Robertson should
understand that his comments fur-
ther play into the division of a
country and encourage those in

Israel who prefer a very narrow
religious interpretation over the
democratic institutions that keep
the country together.”

A narrow religious interpretation
is Robertson’s bread and holy
water. On the May 1 edition of
ABC’s “This Week” with George
Stephanopoulos, the CBN chair-
man voiced his opposition to
judges who think the Constitution
is “a living document that can be
manipulated at the will of five out
of nine judge[s].” Of course, if the
U.S. went back to the 18th century
understanding, theoretically the
right to privacy would disappear
and slavery could reappear, among
other historical progresses that
could be rewritten.

When Stephanopoulos asked
Robertson if he was really serious
about the claim in his book,
Courting Disaster, that the judici-
ary is currently a bigger threat than
Islamic terrorists, the CBN chair-
man replied, “I think the gradual
erosion of the consensus that’s held
our country together is probably
more serious than a few bearded
terrorists who fly into buildings.”

Robertson apparently didn’t
think that his own comments were
too serious when he spoke of
Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez on the Aug. 22 edition of
“The 700 Club.” Robertson said,
“If he thinks we’re trying to assas-
sinate him, I think we really ought
to go ahead and do it.”

Two days later, under fierce crit-
icism, Robertson said he was mis-
interpreted. “I didn’t say ‘assassi-
nation.” I said our special forces
should ‘take him out.””

Actually, he said both. And
either way, it seems quite odd (and
a tad extreme) that a man who pro-
fesses to represent the Christian
community would call for the mur-
der of a sovereign country’s elect-
ed official.

“I don’t know who that person
is,” Chavez said about the com-
ments, according to CNN. “I don’t
know him, and as far as his opinion
of me goes, I couldn’t care less.”

But, as Time reported,
Robertson’s public comments do
little to help the impression in
Latin America of a “right-wing
establishment so closely aligned

with President Bush” and an
administration that “got burned by
accusations it backed a failed coup
against Chavez in 2002,” which
the White House denies.

In the past, Robertson has been a
little more willing to help leaders
of foreign nations, such as brutal
leaders in Zaire (now Congo) and
Liberia, according to Ms. maga-
zine. But in those cases, Robertson
had financial interests in commer-
cial companies mining for dia-
monds and gold, respectively.
Naturally, when Robertson was
criticized for supporting Liberia’s
exiled president, Charles Taylor, a
partial bankroller for al-Qaida,
Robertson once again claimed he
was “misinterpreted.”

With “The 700 Club” reaching 1
million households, Robertson is
being misinterpreted, all right.
Somehow, the minister maintains
his credibility with his Christian
audience, despite exploiting the
name of God at every last chance.
If our country is fighting a war
against religious fanatics, we're
hardly helped by having such a
powerful one on our side.

Roamin’
Numerals

$43.45

Amount paid by
Internet casino and
poker room
GoldenPalace.com for
the only known deed to
the property ownership
for 1600 Pennsylvania
Ave., or the location of
the White House,
according to a Sept. 15
press release. The item
was acquired by David
Jenneson following
research for his book,
Night of the Realtors,
and sold through the
online auction house
eBid.tv.

69 hours,
48 minutes

Amount of time Suresh
Joachim spent watching
TV, breaking the
Guinness world record
on Sept. 16. Joachim
holds more than 16
Guinness records,
including the longest
duration of balancing
on one foot.

$100 billion

Amount NASA plans to
spend over the next 12
years in an effort to put
humans back on the
moon by 2018.

Choice Cuts

“Let’s face it ... Cocoa
Beach conjures up
visions of palm trees,
surfing and the beach.
Houston conjures up
petrochemicals.”

Lori Walters, director of
the Florida Space Coast
History Project at the
University of Central
Florida, commenting on
whether the Texas city
would have been more
accurate for the setting
of I Dream of Jeannie.
Cocoa Beach residents
celebrated the 40th
anniversary of the
show’s first episode on
Sept. 16.
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Governor, adversaries put spin

on Illinois’ economic standing

AP

As the political season
approaches, the health of Illinois’
economy under Gov. Rod
Blagojevich is taking center
stage in a drama where each side
uses many of the same facts to
tell vastly different stories.

On one side is the administra-
tion, with a story of recent job
growth and declining unemploy-
ment. In this version, Illinois is
slowly coming out of a deep
recession thanks in part to initia-
tives that lower business costs
and encourage them to grow and
expand.

On the other side are
Blagojevich’s Republican oppo-
nents and some business groups.
In their tale, Illinois’ economic
improvement is painfully small
and lags behind neighboring
states and the nation because of
the administration’s anti-busi-
ness policies.

Caught in the middle are vot-
ers, who will be bombarded with
claims from both sides hoping to
use the economy for their politi-
cal advantage. Judging Illinois’
economic well-being 1s tricky,
largely because state and federal
data can be read in different
ways.

After enjoying years of
growth, Illinois’ economy soured
in late 2000, with the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 2001 adding to
the misery.

The state lost 246,000 jobs
between November 2000 and
March 2003, and its unemploy-
ment rolls grew by 120,000 peo-

ple during that time, according to
the Illinois Department of
Employment Security.

That trend has changed since
Blagojevich took office. Illinois
gained 17,200 jobs, and its
unemployment rate dropped
nearly a full percentage point,
from 6.9 percent in September
2003 to 6 percent in July.

For historical comparison,
Illinois gained 685,100 jobs and
its unemployment rate dropped
from 6.5 percent to 4.3 percent
during former Republican Gov.
Jim Edgar’s eight years in office.
Under his successor, Gov.
George Ryan, Illinois lost 49,000
jobs and its unemployment rate
increased from 4.3 percent to 5.4
percent.

The Republicans running for
Blagojevich’s seat see the latest
economic numbers as encourag-
ing but also a reminder of squan-
dered opportunities.

They note that the nation and
surrounding states have outpaced
Illinois in job growth and lower-
ing unemployment totals. Illinois
could have hundreds of thou-
sands more jobs if it had just kept
up with everyone else, some con-
servatives say.

Critics in politics and business
blame those results on increased
business taxes and fees and a
higher minimum wage pushed
by Blagojevich, along with
administration policies that have
driven up health care costs.

“You can’t continue to ignore
the losses our state has struggled
with,” said state Sen. Bill Brady

(R.) of Bloomington. “The
recipe that this administration
has doctored up has been a disas-
trous one.”

In the process, they say, busi-
nesses have flocked to neighbor-
ing states such as Indiana and
Missouri to build and expand.
Officials there welcome the
attention.

“Bringing business in from
other states is something we're
working very hard on right now,”
said Weston Sedgwick of the
Indiana Economic Development
Corporation.

Critics also complain Illinois
is trading high-paying jobs with
good benefits, such as manufac-
turing, for service and temporary
jobs that often come with lower
pay and fewer benefits.

“Not all jobs are created
equal,” said Gregg Durham of
the Illinois Coalition for Jobs,
Growth and Prosperity, a busi-
ness group. “Everyone’s looking
at quantity and not enough at
quality.”

The administration’s version
of the story is considerably
rosier.

Because its economy is
diverse, Illinois went into an eco-
nomic downturn slower than
other states, and as a result its
recovery has been slower, too.
But recent strong job numbers
show pro-business initiatives are
working, state officials say.

The state gained more than
53,000 jobs from this January to
July, a pace that’s among the
nation’s best.

Soldier Field could lose its landmark status after the National Park
System Advisory Board voted 5-3 to strip the field of its landmark
designation. A final decision will be made within 60 days.

U.S. could strip Soldier
Field of landmark status

Advisory board argues
that renovation damaged
stadium’s character

AP

Whether Soldier Field will retain
its status as a National Historic
Landmark is now in the hands of a
U.S. Cabinet secretary.

Interior Secretary Gale Norton is
expected to decide within 60 days
whether to strike Chicago’s lakefront
stadium from the nation’s list of his-
toric places.

Last week, the National Park
System Advisory Board, which
advises Norton, voted 5-3 to recom-
mend that authorities strip Soldier
Field of the prestigious designation.

The body agreed that a $660 mil-
lion makeover of the stadium, com-
pleted in 2003, destroyed the historic
character of the 81-year-old stadium.

“We believe that there was so
much change to the architecture that
the reasons for it to have been desig-
nated in the first place have been
lost,” said Advisory Board Chairman,
Douglas Wheeler.

Architectural preservationists have
long bemoaned the construction.
which put a modern steel and glass
bowl atop the signature colonnades

David Bahlman, president of the
Landmarks Preservation Council of
Illinois, said he was pleased by the
board’s vote.

“The national historic designation
program would be considered by the
public to be a sham if one could do to
a building what was done to Soldier
Field without any censure or delist-
ing action,” Bahlman said.

Chicago city officials argue that
the reconstruction added needed
amenities without sacrificing the sta-
dium’s architectural integrity

“The features that make the stadi-
um landmark-worthy were pre-
served,” said Chicago Park District
spokeswoman, Michele Jones.

Still others say Soldier Field was
named a landmark in 1987 becausc
of historic events that took place

there —not just because of its archi-
tecture.
Fewer than 2,500 properties

nationwide have National Historic
Landmark status.
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Columbia
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Classified Advertising

Deadlines

Your advertisement must be received by
3 p.m. on the Thursday prior to the pub-
lishing date.

Rates

The Columbia Chronicle charges $0.25 per
word with a §5 minimum. All classified ads
must be pre-paid in full prior to publica-
tion. All ads will be published in the order
of purchasing date

Three Ways to Place a Classified Ad

Online
wwuw.columbiachronicleclassifieds.com.

By Mail

Send your typed or printed ad copy along
with *]uur full name, nltgi, state, zip code
and phane number with full payment to:
Chronicle Classifieds, 600 S. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, IL GOGOS.

By Fax

Fax your 1*pnd or printed ad cnp% alon
with %uur ull nama, clul. state, zip code
and phone number with full payment to
312/344-0032.

BE PART OF PROJECT DELTA
CHICAGO COLLEGES - visit
www.projectdeltanow.com for info

ACT NOW - TRAVEL FREE!
Social, love to travel, itching to
arty more? Be an On-Campus

ring Break Representative for
STA Travel, and rack up FREE
Travel or commission! Join us and
reap the benefits that STA Travel
provides, as the world leader in stu-
dent travel! Contact 312-786-
9050/773-880-8051.

Eam while you Learn. EMG is
looking for full/part time individuals
to join our sales team. Avg. $350
per sale selling electronic gayment
products to businesses. Part-time
will sell 4 deals per month and full-
time 10 deals per month. Visit
www.emgjobs.com or call Darrayl
(847) 827-2800

Help Families achieve their
dreams and earn money for school
at the same time. You can earn
$5000 by becoming an anonymous
egg donor. If you are between the
ages of 20-30, responsible, and
have a clean health history and
want to help infertile couples and
earn $5000 please email us at
info@buildingfamilieseggdonation
for an application. Please log onto
our web site for more information at
www buildingfamilieseggdonation.c
om

LA based film-maker seeks to
interview subjects for multi-city doc-
umentary. Need to have (within 2
years) put an end to a romantic
relationship. (YOU broke it off)
Films in Chicago Oct, 8 - 15 E-mail:
whydoc_chi@yahoo.com

Valet Parking Attendant- Great
Pay and Flexible Hours. Work in
Fun atmospheres, nightclubs,
restaurants, and hotels. Full and
Part time hours, 847-670-0871

Wanted: 23 more people to lose
up to 30ibs. 30 day $-back quaran-
tee. Dr.  Recommended. Call
Elizabeth 800-817-1430
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qualifying round.

Cry me a song

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

Gerica Arroyo, left, embraces her friend Jaimie Reyes
after auditions for American Idol at Soldier Field on
Sept. 16. Arroyo, who came from Whiting, Ind., was
among the 5,000 people who showed up for their
chance at stardom. She did not make it to the second

Dog walker:
Popularity
growing

Most clients. he said, usually
wanted their dogs walked mid-
day during a narrow, two-hour
window. During that time,
Keller would not only have to
walk the dogs, but also care for
the animals 1f they became sick
and drive to each location,
which could become a hassle in
itself 1f traffic were heavy or if
he experienced car troubles

“I expected it to be very
easy.” Keller said. *'I thought it
would be fun and not very com-
plicated. I expected 1o just kind
of play with dogs all day—
maybe not make a lot of money,
but have a steady income

“[But] it was a lot more hectic
than I anticipated just because I
thought I knew the city really
well.”

Now, as one of Danny’s two
field managers, it’s his duty to
know every dog the walkers
care for south of Diversey
Parkway, the company’s
approximate boundary line
between its northern and south-
ern customers. Keller also con-
tinues to walk dogs, filling in
for the designated walkers if
they can’t make their shifts, and
he accompanies other walkers
on interviews with new clients
and their pets.

“He's so proactive and takes
on a lot to get to know all the
dogs and all the owners. It keeps
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dogs from seeing a stranger
come into the house,” said
Rhonda Radford, business man-
ager for Danny's and former
South Loop dog walker

Just as Keller got his start
with Danny’s Dog Walkers
because of dissatistaction with
his previous job, Danny’s came
about when its owner grew tired
of his career in the restaurant
business

Owner Danny Coval was one
of the original partners in the
Lettuce Entertain You restaurant
chain. which includes Chicago
area cateries like RJ. Grunts
and Wildfire Steakhouse. The
idea for Danny’s Dog Walkers,
he said, came from his cousin,
who had operated a dog-walk-
ing business for three years.
Coval started his business nine
years ago when dog care was
just becoming trendy

“It certainly wasn't what it 1s
today,” Coval said. “There[are]
hundreds of people doing it.”

He doesn’t know how many
dog walking businesses there
are in Chicago—the SBC
Yellow Pages lists 38 “pet exer-
cising services,” which include
walkers—but he said they are
growing in popularity

Danny’s alone has about 500
clients throughout the city, and
about 30 in the South Loop,
Radford said. Most of the com-
pany's clients are people who
lead busy professional and per-
sonal lives, yet still want to keep
a pet around the home.

“I think people place such an
importance on pets, and they
don’t want to make their dogs
sit at home,” said Kristine
Lyons, secretary for the South
Loop Dog Park Action Co-Op,
an organization that promotes
dog-friendly features in the
South Loop.

Radford said the South Loop
is one of the most recent addi-
tions to the list of neighbor-
hoods Danny’s serves. Along
with Keller managing the neigh-
borhood, three other walkers
cover the South Loop, and one
more is on the way.

Coval said he thinks the South
Loop has one of the largest dog
populations of all Chicago’s
neighborhoods.

Keller agrees that the number
of dogs in the neighborhood is
gorwing rapidly. He said the
South Loop has so many dogs
that when he’s in the area, he
recognizes dogs that are out
with their owners.

*“I came down for the Printers
Row Book Fair [in June], and |
knew at least three dogs,” Keller
said.

As for Keller's dog-walking
career, he's uncertain how long
it will last. Right now, because
his hours are concentrated in the
middle of the day, he has time to
write fiction pieces in the
evening. Someday, he said, he'd
like to write a novel and put his
English degree to use.

He's also considering attend-
ing graduate school for zoology:
he's particularly interested in
working with exotic animals,
possibly as a zookeeper.

For the time being, though.
he’s enjoying spending time
with the dogs he walks

“So many people are stuck in
an office all day,” he said. *'I get
to go around the city walking
dogs. I might not be making as
much as some of my friends that
graduated, but I like my job the
best.”

Michael JareckiThe Chronicle

Dennis McClendon listens to
residents on Sept. 14. at the
future of Wabash meeting

Wabash:

Improvements

need to bring in more retail for the
residents.”

Residents at the meeting dis
cussed many options for the avail
able land use, but all seemed 10
agree that community members
living on either end of Wabash
would like to see a lot more street
activity

“There are quite a few people in
the area who have money and
want to spend it,” said Marifran
Carlson, a resident who lives on
south Michigan Avenue and owns
the Laughing Iguana gift shop at
1247 S. Wabash Ave. “There is
just no place for them to spend it
within their community."”

Residents said they like the
small business feel to Wabash and
want to keep it that way. They
would like to see more coffee
shops, specialty stores and side-
walk seating.

“Wabash has the potential to
become much more lively,” said
Leslie Sturino, president of South
Loop Neighbors, “Even if the
market for retail is soft now, we
are just building for it later.”

McClendon said that colleges
along Wabash are providing a
strong foundation for growth.
With Columbia stretching along
the street, more needs to be done
to accommodate the students who
are coming into the area,
McClendon said

“We need more nightlife for
both students and adults,” said a
middle-age man in the crowd.
“People are going elsewhere for
food and entertainment.”

McClendon agreed, pointing
out that the Burnham Theater had
just closed, leaving the South
Loop without a cinema. There are
plans on the drawing board for a
few more restaurants including a
24-hour diner, which would be
great for the student population,
he said.

Parking for residents and shop-
pers, if the area did get a business
boost, was also an issue at the
meeting. With an influx of resi-
dential condominiums, most ten-
ants have parking available to
them. However, most of the hous-
ing facilities do not allow public
parking in the garages.

“I think that Wabash is going to
take on the effect of a walking dis
trict,” Carlson said. "I can’t see
people driving into the area with
their vehicles to shop.”

The issue was brought up that
it's great that community mem-
bers voiced their opinion, but 1t’s
going to take more effort to
change the South Loop

“We can say all we want now,”
Carlson said. “But if we want to
make a difference we need to get
the building and property owners
in here t0o so they can hear what
we want.”
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2005-06 watch list helps protect historic buildings

Ten most endangered sites
in Chicago include hospitals
and churches

By Alan J. Baker
City Beat Editor

The Western Shade Cloth Co. building
once housed the largest window shade man-
ufacturing facility in the world. But now the
property, which was constructed in 1924, is
being used as a boat storage facility.

Standing in front of the historic four- and
five-story red brick building at 2141 S.
Jefferson St., the president of the Landmarks
Preservation Council of Illinois, David
Bahlman, announced the 4th annual
Chicagoland Watch List on Sept. 14.

According to Bahlman, the 12 sites on this
year’s watch list are threatened by issues
such as bad public policy, current or impend-
ing vacancies, redevelopment plans and poor
maintenance.

“By placing these sites on our watch list
we hope to call attention to these problems
and work with local preservationists,”
Bahlman said. “It's in the best interest of both
historic preservation and the community at
large.”

The old Western Shade Cloth Co. property
sits within the Cermak Road Bridge District,
which is a collection of four buildings and a
double-leaf rolling lift bridge.

“This is arguably Chicago’s best collection
of early 20th century riverfront industrial
buildings,” Bahlman said. “This commission
has recommended this area for local land-
mark designation.”

The Wendnagel & Co. Warehouse, 2130 S.
Jefferson St., was built in 1901 and special-
ized in manufacturing of brewers, vats and
fire protection tanks, which still sit atop
many rooftops throughout the city.

The Thomson & Taylor Spice Co., one of
the city's earliest dealers of food ingredients,
built a facility at 500 W. Cermak Road, in
1911. The seven-story red-brick building
housed every aspect of spice manufacturing:
shipping and receiving, packaging, storage
and laboratories. The building is now being
used as an art facility.

Butting against the flow of the Chicago
River is the W.M. Hoyt Company’s irregular-
ly shaped building that sits at 465 W. Cermak
Road.

The wholesale grocer warehouse was built
in 1909 and had direct access to rail lines
with trains literally pulling into the first floor
of the building.

Construction of the 216-foot Cermak Road
Bridge began in 1904 and features through
trusses and counterweights. The bridge gave
access for uninterrupted ground transporta-
tion of raw materials and goods throughout
the area while helping to develop manufac-
turing along the Chicago River.

Bahlman said the manufacturing facilities
eventually vacated the area probably because
the companies were finding a more efficient
means of production within other facilities.

“If they were to be designated as land-
marks they would be saved,” said Jim Peters,
director of planning for LPCI. “This is a fab-
ulous collection of buildings and there is no
way these buildings could be replaced.”

The other buildings on Chicago’s watch
list are: Israel-Samuel Church in North
Lawndale, the New York Life building, Old
Main Post Office, Ravenswood Club,
Rosenwald Apartments, Union Station,
Westinghouse High School and two historic
hospitals in Hyde Park and Streeterville.

Pastor Ambus Morris at Ireal-Samuel
Church in the West Side neighborhood of
North Lawndale said he is blessed that LPCI
nominated the church for the watch list.

“Certain parts of the church have fallen

into disrepair,” Morris said. “Without the his-
toric landmark status the city will tear the
building down because of violations.”

The church was constructed in 1915 as a
Jewish synagogue with a second story wor-
ship space and lofted balconies. Currently
that space is unoccupied due to extensive
water damage, however, the basement and
first floor are still being used for service.
Estimates for refurbishing the property are in
the range of $700,000.

Approximately 200 community members
turn out for weekly service at the 95-year-old

church, according to Morris.

Qut of the 27 Chicago landmarks, only 5
percent are churches or places of worship.

LPCI collects information on historic sites
from many sources, including property own-
ers. Each year the council narrows the list
down to 100 sites, then again down to 10 or
15.

“Our goal is to try and preserve as many
old and historic buildings as we can,” said
Balhman. *I wish there was millions and mil-
lions of dollars given away to rehabilitation
projects.”

Cermak Road Bridge District

1. Wendnagel & Co. Warehouse
2. Western Shade Cloth Co.
3. Thomson & Taylor Spice Co.

Photos by Maurico Mauricio

4. Cermak Road Bridge
5. W.M. Hoyt Co.
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PETA rallies during annual
conference at Shed Aquarium

Protesters wearing
costumes rallied
quietly promoting
animal welfare

By Jessica Tobacman
Staff Writer

A line of animal rights pro-
testers, some clad in tiger, bear
and panda costumes, stood on
the stairs of the Shedd Aquarium
Sept. 14 during the American
Zoo and Aquarium Association
conference.

People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA)
protesters used the busy day at
the aquarium to draw attention to
their new website, zooinsid-
ers.com. Created to engage the
public in their protests of zoos
and aquariums, the activists held
signs advertising the site along
such phrases as “Be a Hero for
Animals.”

“We wanted to create a more
structured approach for [people
concerned about animals] to get
in touch with us,” said Debbie

Captive Animals and
Entertainment Issues.
PETA  Circus  Specialist

Raeleann Smith agreed.

“If it looks wrong, it usually
is,” Smith said.

The group also advertised the
site and the protest at the
Aquarium to point out how
Shedd and PETA’s common
involvement  with  animals
diverges.

The Shedd is celebrating its
75th anniversary by hosting the
AZA’s annual conference and
supporting two types of attrac-
tions, zoos and aquariums, some
of which PETA believes have
precedents of harming animals
through mistreatment and neg-
lect.

Both the Shedd Aquarium and
PETA maintain that they place
the highest priority on the care
of animals. However, PETA’s
website presents an “action
alert” entitled, “Stop Plans for a
Dolphin Prison.” The group
charges that dolphins have suf-
fered without their natural habi-

Eric Davis/The Chronicle

People for Ethical Treatment of Animals protested during the American Zoo and Aquarium
Associations annual conference at the Shedd Aquarium, pictured above, on Sept. 14. Protesters

urged visitors to visit a website

Aquarium has caused the death
of four dolphins.

Upon reading the report, the
Shedd Aquarium’s public rela-
tions director Roger Germann
was skeptical.

“That’s  their  opinion,”
Germann said. “Animal care’s
our top priority.”

A few visitors to the aquarium

to support animal welfare.

some didn’t think the time and
place was right.

“I’m not really interested in
talking to those PETA demon-
strators,” said 34-year-old visi-
tor, Scott Allen. However, he
related that he understood the
group’s mission. “Zoos are a
necessary evil.”

Smith said that an ultimate

like zoos and aquariums to work
with animal rights groups. She
said that, organizations like
PETA are currently ignored by
care facilities. If animal care and
animal rights groups and locals
worked together, she maintains
that individuals who would
report ill-treatment and neglect
could instead share information

Leahy, PETA Director of tat, and even claims that the

understood PETA’s mission, but

goal is for animal care facilities

with the institutions.

Emissions:
| Mandating helps to
clean up Chicago

in Chicago has been classified as ‘good’ or
‘moderate’ approximately 95 percent of the
time. Also, Kuntzman said that after this
summer, Chicago would meet the federal
standard that measures pollution over a
one-hour period. However, the one-hour
average has been replaced by a more strin-
gent standard that measures pollution over
an 8-hour period.

Since the Clean Air Act of 1990 was
implemented, federal regulations have rou-
tinely tightened, mandating that certain
areas be cleaned up.

Despite stricter rules and guidelines
addressing air pollution and it’s effects,
there is another cause for concern that pro-
ducers of emissions are contributing to that
cannot be as easily controlled.

It is known as the “heat island effect”
and it can make a city up to 10 degrees hot-
ter than the surrounding areas.

“When you’re bumning fossil fuels, you
get not only the pollution and emissions,
but, at the same time, you also get waste
heat. It’s two impacts occurring as the

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

According to the EPA, Chicago's air
quality is good or moderate 95 percent

Mir, professor for the department of geog-
raphy and environmental studies at
Northeastern Illinois University.

When the waste heat is emitted from fos-
sil fuel-burning industries and vehicles into
the city, it has nowhere to go. That, in com-
bination with the replacement of natural
land with asphalt, buildings and other
structures, increases urban temperatures.

“When you’re burning fossil
fuels, you get not only the
pollution and emissions, but,
at the same time, you also get
waste heat. It’s two impacts
occurring as the result of the
same activity.”

—Debby Mir, professor for the
department of geography and envi-
ronmental studies at Northeastern
Illinois University

The heat island effect has an especially sig-
nificant effect on Chicago, not only
because of the number of motorists and
industries that burn fossil fuels, but because
the tall buildings in the city help trap heat
and reduce air flow, while the asphalt
streets aid in absorbing heat and sunlight.

ing energy or have electricity powering an
air conditioner. You get what you want: a
cooled house, but you also get the pollution
and the wasted heat, that in tun heats up
the city,” Mir said.

According to the Federal EPA’s website,
Chicago is involved in a pilot project
designed to assist cities in adopting and
evaluating different strategies and pro-
grams to reduce the effects of the heat
island effect, as well as encourage research,
education and communication on the topic.

In the meantime, to limit pollution’s
effect, the EPA’s website lists things like
using light-reflecting roofing material
instead of black, heat absorbing material.
Also, installing rooftop gardens or “green
roofs” to replace heat-absorbing surfaces
with plants, shrubs and small trees will help
cool the city. Other ways to curtail and
limit the effects of both the heat island
effect and air pollution in general are to
limit the use of air conditioners and to try to
avoid driving alone, instead making all
attempts to carpool or use public trans-
portation.

“Research is constantly being done to see
what impacts pollution has on the environ-
ment and individuals. Additionally, it is
inevitable that growth will always occur,
whether it is cars on the road or more
industry. Regulations will have to be adapt-
ed to incorporate the growing area,”

of the time. result of the same activity,” said Debby “Either you have a power plant produc- Kuntzman said.
On the Lighter Side ¢ (2 o h On a Serious Note
Soliciting at gas station when prices are so high not good o‘ \,0 tt E Woman deceived by fraudulent hurricane survivors
idea \? e/‘

A 3l-year-old male was observed soliciting on the
property of a gas station at 1221 S. Wabash Ave., on Sept.

A 39-year-old female was walking near 800 S.
Wabash Ave., on Sept. 12 with a bag in her hand when
two women asked her for money. The offenders claimed

7. A 38-year-old attendant asked the offender to leave B
after seeing him repeatedly asking for change from cus-
tomers fueling their cars. The man refused the request,

X
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prompting the attendant to call the police, who arrested
the man and took him in for processing. Vn Blr,

Grany

Man leaves needles in apartment, breaks in to retrieve
them

Park
B Columbia

Soliciting

On Sept. 7, maintenance workers discovered a lock on
a residence in the apartment building at 1212 S. Michigan
Ave., had holes drilled into it, allowing someone to gain
access to the unit. Nothing was reported stolen because
the previous resident had been evicted the previous day
and the apartment was empty. Employees noted that the
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w Needles
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renter, however, had called several times asking manage-
ment to give him access to the apartment bccaus_e_ he
claimed he had left needles he needs for a medical condition.
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Josh Covarrubias/The Chronicle

they were survivors of Hurricane Katrina. Because the
victim’s bag was heavy, she placed it on the offenders’
car while searching for money to donate. The offenders
entered their vehicle and drove away. The offenders are
still at large.

Discerning police notice, seize pot

Undercover police observed a 41-year-old male smok-
ing a Kool cigarette within view of a no-smoking sign
near the CTA station at 1200 S. State St. Upon approach-
ing the offender, police noticed a plastic bag sticking out
of his pants pocket, which they believed to be narcotics.
Police found cannabis in the baggie and took the offend-
er in for processing.

—Compiled by Chronicle staff through information
provided by the Chicago Police Department
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Emissions heating Chicago

while casting unhealthy haze

Report reveals pollution having
combined effect on air and heat

By James Ewert
Assistant City Beat Editor

For children, the elderly, and people with respira-
tory diseases such as asthma in Cook County, there
were 68 combined days last year when the air they
breathed was unhealthy

According to the American Lung Association,
there were also five days in which the air was so
unhealthy it could have possibly caused respiratory
problems in the general population. On those days,
designated as orange and red by the Environmental
Protection Agency. there were cither high concen-
trations of harmful ozone (smog) or high amounts
of particle matter (PM 2.5, or soot) in the air. On
days when the air reaches these levels, the Illinois
EPA declares them “air pollution action days™ and
has the public notified of the risks

“There are significant concerns when air quality
reaches the category of orange. or unhealthy for
sensitive groups, or red for concems to the general
public.” said Kim Kuntzman of the Ilhnois EPA

Bureau of Air “The Chicago area 1s currently con-
sidered a severe non-attainment arca. which means
the area does not meet the federal one-hour stan-
dard for ozone.”
Just last Monday. Sept. 12, the air quality in
Chicago reached the level of orange and an air
pollution action day was declared for sen-
groups. Pollution
these levels when the smog or
soot emitted from the
burning of fossil
fucls com-

sitive rcaches

bines with low winds, high temperatures and
humidity.

“Chicago’s primary air pollutants of concern arc
ground level ozone and fine particulates. In the
Chicago arca, harmful pollutants come from both
industrial sources and vehicles, both gasoline and
diesel. Vehicles are the largest source of pollution
that leads to ground level ozone,” Kuntzman said.

When all the factors for pollution are put togeth-
er, high concentrations of particle matter, no larger
than 2.5 micrometers in size, interact with sunlight
and atmospheric moisture to create a haze. This
haze infiltrated the city many times this summer and
increased risk of respiratory symptoms, as well as
reducing visibility.

“Children and the elderly in general are more sus-
ceptible. Children’s lungs are still developing and
the elderly typically don’t have as strong an
immune system as the average adult,” Renate
Anderson, an environmental health associate for the
ALA of Metropolitan Chicago, said. “But also peo-
ple with lung ailments like asthma, bronchits,
emphysema—all those people are susceptible to air
pollution.™

According to the ALA, nearly 400,000 children
and adults 1in Chicago have asthma, and about
233,000 have either chronic bronchitis or emphyse-
ma

“The health nsks are even more prevalent in
Chicago, where we have the highest morbidity
rate for asthma. In some neighborhoods we have

up to 25 percent of children with asthma,”
Anderson said
Although there are immediate and signifi-
cant threats to public health due to pollution,
Chicago has made considerable progress in
improving air quahity over the past 10 to 20
vears duc in large pant to the lllinois EPA's
active programs
Kuntzman said that
past several years, air quality

the

over

See Emissions, Page 19

Michael Jarecki/The Chronicie

Industrial facilities and power plants like this one at 1111 W. Cermak Road, along with vehicles,
are the largest producers of harmful emissions that create air pollution in Chicago

South Loop residents discuss ways
to improve quality of life on Wabash

Community members

dents on IMprovements or sugges
tions along Wabash Avenue

anything from vacant buildings to
ground level parking lots,”

want more bUSII'l(.'SS(.'S, “Wabash has traditionally been

nightlife

By Alan J Baker
City Beat Editor

Nearly 50 South Loop residents
attended a meeting on Sept. 14 at
Cirace Place, 632 S, Dearborn St
w the future of Wabash
Avenue while encouraging growth
from the Chicago River south 1o
Roosevell Road

I'he South
Oyrganmzation along with Priends of
Downtown, a group that works 1o
mfluence planning and  develop
ment decisions through debate and
public advocacy, held the meeting
to encourage input from local res

1 i

Loop

Neighbors

the step-sister or back door to both
Michigan  Avenue State
Street,” sand Dennis McClendon, a

Friends of Downtown committee
member,  “Wabash  north o
Harrison hias been thriving with
activity. Now we need to continue
that south of Harnson."”

McClendon presented o map of
the mile-and-a-hall streteh that out
Iined Wabash Avenue with five
arcas of valuable land use
retanl, office, institutional, residen
tianl, and soft sites

“Soft wites are parcels of land
that  community  members
expect o see being 1|L'\l'|lr|!|‘t|
sometime within the near future,”
MceClendon smid. “That goes for

street

cin

I'he mmjonity of office and street
retail businesses start at Harrison
Street and head north, while the
residential and sofl sites are  south
of Harmson Street flowing into
Roosevelt Road, MeClendon said

Susan Hickey, a board member
for Friends of Downtown, suid
now s the time to take advantage
ol the soft sites to make South
Loop's section of Wabash just as
vibrant as it s i the Loop under
the el tracks

"We have o great opportunity
once we gel below  Congross
[Parkway]." Hickey said. “The
street opens up and we don’t have
the ¢l overhend. This is where we

Soo Wabash, Page 17

Symba, a 3-year-old Springer Spaniel, strolls around a park at

Adams and Jefferson streets with d

walker Michael Keller,

who leads the dog through the West Loop.

By Jeff Danna
Editor-in-Chief

When Michael Keller graduat-
ed from the Unmiversity of
Wisconsin at Madison with an
English degree in May 2004, he
didn’t imagine he'd meet Symba.

On a sunny September day,
Keller and Symba leisurely stroll

| side-by-side through the West

Loop. and Symba, with a big,
goofy grin on his face, occasion-
ally picks up the pace as if to
challenge his friend

But Keller knows how to han-
dle the situation. As  they
approach intersections, Keller
firmly holds the purple leash
keeping Symba from speeding
into trathic

Yes, Symba is a dog a3
year-old Springer Spamel, o be
exact - with short, brown fur,

white spots, floppy cars and a
tongue that never seems to stay
in his mouth. Keller is a 24-year-
old employee of Danny's Dog
Walkers who began his job seven
months ago as a walker in the
South Loop and moved up to
ficld manager o few weeks ago
Keller  has  been  walking
Symba for about six months, and
on this particular excursion, the
pair travel a usual route: They
begin at  the apartment of
Symba’s owners at Clinton and
Harrison  streets,  walk  five
blocks 1o a park at Adams and
Jetlerson streets, and head back.

“He's one of my favorites,”
Keller said. “He's sort of crazy.
He's well-behaved. He never
seems 1o get upset or anything.”

Keller stumbled into his job at
Danny’s by accident. He said he
was never certain what sort of
career he hoped to have with an
English degree, so he moved
back to his parents’ home in
Lake County and lived there
while he bounced around among
temporary office jobs in the
Chicago area.

Six months later, he moved to
Chicago with his girlfriend and
came across a “help wanted™ ad
on the popular classifieds web-
site Cragshist.com for a position
as a walker at Danny's.

“l was working at an office in
Northbrook for awhile, and 1 just
hated 1, Keller said. 1 had
always kind of wanted to do
something with animals. 1 was
on the fence about maybe doing
zoology in college. So | saw an
ad for dog walking on Craigshist,
and 1 just applied. It looked like
a lot more fun than filing all
day."

When he first began walking
for Danny's, which 1s based m
Lincoln Square, he was responsi
ble for covering the South Loop
In the neighborhood, he had
about 12 regular customers and
usually walked about eight dogs
u day

His days could be hectic,
working on a striet schedule

See Dog walker, Page 17
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