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Katrina victims arrive on campus

Columbia offers free
tuition, housing to
displaced students

By Hayley Graham
Campus News Editor

Mollie Partesotti evacuated her
apartment, where she was antici-
pating the start of her junior year at
Loyola University New Orleans.
Expecting to return, she took only
two outfits and her laptop, leaving
behind irreplaceable memories,
which were washed away with the
city of New Orleans when the flood
barricades were engulfed by the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

After leaving New Orleans,
Partesotti went to her parents’ home
in Biloxi, Miss., thinking she was
safe. Learning the severity of the
storm, she and her family evacuat-
ed their home and drove to Florida
to wait for Hurricane Katrina to
pass. A few days later they returned
to find their house flooded with two
feet of water.

Partesotti turned to Columbia
after the president of Loyola
University New Orleans issued a
statement urging students to contin-
ue their education at other institu-
tions for the fall semester and possi-
bly the entire year.

She chose to come to Columbia
because she wanted to have a fresh
start somewhere else. Partesotti
used the Association of Colleges to
pinpoint a school with her major,
advertising.

“It took me a year to decide
where 1 wanted to go to college,
and I've had two days to decide to

come to Columbia,” Partesotti said.

Partesotti is among as many as
15 displaced students whose homes
and colleges were devastated by
Hurricane Katrina, and who are
now enrolled at Columbia, receiv-
ing free tuition and room and
board. This number will grow
based on Columbia’s housing
capacity, according to Murphey
Monroe, executive director of
admissions at Columbia.

Columbia is currently working
with its partners in the Loop college
community including Roosevelt
University and the School of the
Art Institute of Chicago to find
beds for students, Monroe said. A
call also went out to Columbia fac-
ulty, students and staff asking if
anyone had an extra bedroom that
could house a student temporarily.

“We are right now searching out
every possible oplmn and consider-
ing all avenues,” Monroe said.

Columbia is also working on a
case-by-case basis with about 50
Chicago-area residents, who were
enrolled in colleges in the Gulf
area. These students will receive a
50 percent discount on tuition and
live with family members. All
Columbia students from stricken
areas have been contacted and are
being offered the appropriate finan-
cial and emotional support in order
to help them return to Columbia.

“This is our small way of
responding to what is a national cri-
sis,” said Mark Kelly, vice president
of student affairs. “Taking our skills
and talent and bringing them to the
victims of this disaster is just an
obvious and necessary thing for us
to offer.”

Victims of Hurricane Katrina sift through trash left behind.
Columbia is opening its doors to students from these areas.

Eric Davis/The Chronicle

A new Columbia student from New Orleans, Mollie Partesotti,
(right) describes the devastation left by Hurricane Katrina while
helping her hometown friend, Katie Krevs (left), unpack.

Seven staff members in the Dean
of Students and Admissions offices
are working full time with students
affected by Hurricane Katrina and
will continue to do so as long as
necessary, Kelly said. Student lead-
ers and college officials have been
exploring long-term efforts to
respond to the crisis.

These new and
continuing  students
are all expected
arrive by Sept. 15.
The number of stu-
dents may change as
Columbia continues
to counsel them and
ensure they are mak-
ing the best decision based on
affordability and compatibility with
Columbia, Monroe said.

“As these students are arriving
on campus, they are so kind and so
appreciative of what Columbia is
doing we hope that the college
community will accept them with
open arms and quickly make them
a part of our family,” Monroe said.

Partesotti began classes on Sept.
7 and said the hardest part has been
having to leave her friends to start
over again in Chicago, a city she
had never been to. Luckily for

“This is our small
way of responding
to what is a
national crisis.

—Mark Kelly, vice
president of student
affairs

Partesotti, her hometown friend
and roommate in New Orleans is
also continuing her education at
Columbia. Wanting to make the
most of her time in Chicago,
Partesotti is already setting up an
internship. She said this experience
is not as traumatic for her as it
could have been.
“Actually seeing 15-
foot tall piles of debris
and people ravaging
»  through them looking for
something that remotely
looks like something
they used to own is when
it really hits you,”
Partesotti said. “To see
the devastation and the pain this
storm has caused is humbling.”
Partesotti said the good news is
that her family made it through
O.K. and is donating its time and
money to provide relief for less for-
tunate victims. Her parents bought
a laptop computer with satellite
Internet capabilities to help register
people with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which will
help victims get back on their feet.
“It’'s just Mother Nature and
there’s nothing you can do about it,”
Partesotti said. “My life will go on.”

DePaul
student
dies in UC

Death sparks drug

investigation
By Jeff Danna
Editor-in-Chief
Police are investigating
whether the death of a DePaul

University Student Sept. 6 in the
University Center of Chicago is
linked to a possible narcotics-
related death and four narcotics-
related illnesses on the West Side
last week.

“We're not expecting
results for the next four wecks,
said Janice Johnson, executive
director of the University Center.

Jason Zarka, 21, a junior busi-
ness student in DePaul’s College
of Commerce was found dead in
his bedroom in the University
Center, 525 S. State St., around 9
p.m. Sept. 6, after his roommate
became concerned about Zarka's
whereabouts, said Chicago Police
Department  spokesman  John
Mirabelli

While the cause of death is still
unknown, the roommate told
police that he and Zarka had pre-
viously traveled to the West Side
to purchase heroin, and now
police are awaiting results from
medical examiner tests that will
indicate whether the substance
contributed to Zarka’s death,
Mirabelli said.

As University Center officials
await the test results, college
administrators and therapists are
helping students deal with the
tragedy.

Mirabelli said police are look-
ing at possible connections
between Zarka's death and sever-
al incidents involving heroin on
the West Side.

On Sept. 7, around 11:30 am.,
a 35-year-old man was found
dead in the 4900 block of West
Madison Street, and police sus-
pect the incident could be linked
to the narcotic.

On Sept. 5, four women from
the area around West Garfield
Park and Austin, the same place

See Death, Page 7
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Solo 1530 bursts with flavor in South Loop

New restaraunt serves
great food with class

By Tiffany Breyne
Assistant A&E Editor

Flavor pops like fireworks with
every juicy, soft bite of the comn
flaked fried chicken fingers, thirst
is gratified with the delightfully
flavored cucumber water and lux-
ury soothes the eve with black
accents and cushioned comfort as
faint music plays in the back-
ground. And that’s just the appe-
tizer.

All senses are stimulated while
dining at Solo 1530. one of the
newest additions to the South
Loop’s ever-growing list of
restaurants. Located at 1530 S.
State St.. Solo 1530 (the Solo
standing for South Loop) is here

to offer a chill and comfortable
dining experience.

“It’s like an everyday neighbor-
hood joint,” said Peter Verros,
managing owner of Solo 1530.
“We want to keep it simple.”

Simple, yes. Delicious, yes. Yet
the atmosphere is one of class and
elegance—not unlike The Max in
Saved by the Bell. The counter-
tops at the bar are smooth and
black, and encompass the
sparkling array of glasses and
soon-to-be-filled liquor compart-
ments—as of right now, Solo
1530 is a BYOB restaurant.

The bar acts as a centerpiece,
while booths and tall tables line
the walls, offering privacy to din-
ing customers. Solo 1530, which
opened about three weeks ago. is
quiet, with a decent number of
customers; the restaurant is wait-

ing until the liquor license is
approved before doing major
advertising.

Solo 1530 serves dinner and a
late-night menu everyday, as well
as brunch on Saturday and
Sunday. The restaurant serves up
to 200 people during the weekend

dinner rush, the restaurant’s
busiest time, said chef Max
Humbrecht. He said the staff of

four nighttime cooks stays busy
on the weekends.

“Once it's up and running, |
expect more people, about 300
probably,” Humbrecht said.
“[Solo 1530] is designed for a
huge, busy pattem. A lot of the
food is prepped ahead of time.”

Solo 1530 opened its doors to
replace the vacant lot left by
South City Tavern, the restaurant

See Solo, Pull-out page 9

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

Solo 1530 in the South Loop serves flavor in a sleek setting.
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t the time, the morning of

Sept. 2 was like any other

morning. | picked up the
Brown Line at Montrose
Avenue around 7:15 a.m. and
made the routine, 40-minute
trek from my Ravenswood stu-
dio to the Chronicle office.

It was one of those ideal
September mornings in
Chicago. The sunny sky was
deceiving, as the air was quite
brisk. It was just chilly enough
for me to comfortably wear a
flannel with my T-shirt and
jeans.

As [ walked from the State
and Van Buren el stop to the
office, I fantasized about kick-
ing off what I anticipated to be
a long production day with a
large coffee. It would be the
perfect way to soothe that early
September chill and give me a
much-needed burst of energy
after a night of limited sleep.

After settling into my office,
I headed out to the Rain Dog
Cafe in the Fine Arts Building
on Michigan Avenue. While
waiting in line, | marveled at
the elegant interior—the lush,
stained woodwork; the tin ceil-
ing; the large, detailed mirrors
next to the counter on the north
wall. Even though I'd made
countless visits to Rain Dog
since | first came to Columbia
two years ago, its appearance
never ceased to amaze me

I stepped up to the counter
and confidently placed my
order: a large cappuccino
When the young, blonde-haired
woman behind the counter
handed me my dnnk, I upped
her and walked back to the
office.

That Labor Day weekend, |
stayed at my parents’ house in
north suburban Antioch, and
when | returned to work on
Sept. 6, | once again felt the

IN YOUR OPINION

“I was going to donate clothes to my
church, but I missed the deadline. Now
I'm looking for a way to donate.”
Catrina Weatherspoon-Harris, Senlor,
Graphic Design

“I've only donated about a dollar, but my
Samily has given about $100 to the Red
Cross. "

Alge Banks, Senlor, Fiction Writing

Dog Gone

By Jeff Danna, Editor-in-Chief

urge for some coffee from Rain
Dog. I walked over to Michigan
Avenue and up to the familiar
storefront, but something was
different— something was
wrong.

Rain Dog was gone.

I burst through the Fine Arts
Building doors and pressed my
face to the window that looked
into the space where the coffee
shop used to be. The walls had
been painted white, and they
were adorned with vivid cubist
paintings. Tarps covered the
floor, and I could see the out-
side window was covered with
a sign featuring the name of a
new cafe. It looked as if one
coffee business was replacing
the other.

Later, when some of the
shock wore off, [ learned a man
named Marc Rubin was wasting
no time in trying to open a
three-story art gallery/coffee-
house. What I never found out,
though, was why Rain Dog left.
I had no luck contacting the
former owner, Rick Vokoun,
and there was no indication of
trouble just four days prior
Business seemed steady, the
server was pleasant and there
was nothing posted in the win-
dow that Rain Dog was going
under.

All T know 1s that a one-of-a-
kind business is no more. Rain
Dog was one of the best coffee
shops in the city and certainly
the best coffee shop downtown
The menu was paltry compared
with those of trendy chain
cafes, but the coffee was always
potent, the pastnes always fresh
and the prices easy on the wal-
let

Rain Dog had a cozy, old
European atmosphere that set 1t
apart from its sleck, prefab
counterparts. On its dark walls
hung black-and-white photos of

Thelonious Monk, Charlie
Parker and other famous jazz
musicians. It also had an
impressive stock of used books
for sale. While the choices were
limited, it included classic nov-
els by the likes of Jack Kerouac
and F. Scott Fitzgerald, collec-
tions of poems by Dylan
Thomas and E. E. Cummings
and rare music reference books.

You could call it a romanti-
cized cafe, the kind you imag-
ine is always bustling with
amateur folk singers, university
professors and drifters. But it
was more than just a place out
of a different time. It was an
oasis from the ever-growing
world of corporate coffechouses
and the yuppies they keep
hopped up on espresso beans.

I could have chosen to buy
my coffee day in, day out from
the Starbucks at Jackson and
Wabash. Or from the Starbucks
at Dearborn and Hamison. Or
from one of the five Dunkin’
Donuts locations between
Adams and 13th, east of the
Chicago River. But | would
have just been another sheep
being herded through the end-
less rush hour lines. At Rain
Dog, though, I was comfort-
able

Now, Sept. 2 is a historical
day for me —the last day I ever
ordered coffee from Rain Dog.
And 10 days later, my disap-
pointment lingers. All I can
hope 1s that some of Rain Dog’s
warmth and independent spint
rubs off on the new cafe,
because 1 can’t bring myself to
make Starbucks part of my
morning routine

It's not about business, it's
not about coffee—1t’s personal

jdanna(@colum edu

Have you donated to Katrina relief?

“I donated clothes through a drive my

town held.”

Kait Waldo, Freshman, Fine Arts

“I can't donate much, but I'll probably
kive abowut 55, If I way in that situation,
1'd want xomeone to donate for me,"”

Bilal Mahmood, Sophomore,

Advertising

IN THIS ISSUE

. Campus News

Commentary

Announcements
Henry Rollins Spoken Word

Actor, writer and musician Henry Rollins is com-
ing to Columbia for one night. Sept. 12, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Film Row Cinema, 8th floor, 1104 S. Wabash
Ave. Rollins will be performing his spoken word tour
for Columbia students, faculty and staff only.
Admission is limited, so wristbands are being passed
out Monday moming. Bring a valid Columbia ID to
either the Screenwriting Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.,
Suite. 303 or the Fiction Writing department, 624 S.
Michigan Ave., starting at 9 a.m. Sept. 12. at 7:30 p.m.

Freedom of Campus Press

Plaintiffs in a far-reaching First Amendment case
will meet in a panel at Columbia to discuss freedom of
the campus press. Sept. 16, Margaret Hosty, former
managing editor of the Governors State University
newspaper, the Innovator, and Jeni Porche, former
editor-in-chief and a Columbia alumni, will be dis-
cussing their case on the 3 floor of the Columbia
College library, 624 S. Michigan Ave.

. In 2000, the Innovator ceased publication after
administrators demanded prior review of its content,
according to a press release sent by the school. This
summer, the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that'
college administrators have the nght to censor student
newspapers. The event is sponsored by the
Independent Press Association’s Campus Journalism
Project and the Columbia College Department of
Journalism and is free to the public

Paper Cutting Workshop

The Columbia Center for Book and Paper Arts will
be hosting a paper cutting workshop with Béatrice
Coron. Students will create original illustratons, a
stencil for creating multiples and receive advice on
working with paper and tricks of the trade. The class
1s open to both beginners and advanced students. The
workshop will be Sept. 17 and 18, from 10 am. to 4
p-m. in the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., second
floor. Admussion 1s $130 for members and $144 for
non-members. For more information, call 312-344-
0630

John Pizzarelli Performance

Renowned jazz guitanst/vocalist John Pizzarelh will
be performing in the concert hall of the Columbia
Music Center, 1014 §. Michigan Ave. After the con-
cert, students will be able to talk with the artist. The
concert 1s free and open to the public, although pnor-
ity seating will be given to Columbia music students.
For more information, contact Joe (‘l"\f“ll. coneert
hall manager at (312) 344-6179

COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

If you have an upcoming event or
announcement, call The Chronicle’s news
desk at (312) 344-8964 or ¢-mail

chronicle@colum.edu.
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Campus bookstore not
students’ only option

Exploring alternative
ways to save money
on expensive books

By Jessica Pearce
Assistant Campus News Editor

A used third edition of the
Abnormal Psychology textbook
can be purchased in the
Columbia bookstore for $87.75.
But students facing a money
crunch can go online to
Amazon.com and pick up a copy
in “very good” condition for
only $18. Or they can surf over
to Half.com and pick up a brand
new copy for $26.95. This fall,
people are still  wondering—
why the disparity?

In the midst of what some are
calling a “tuition crisis,” where
both private and public colleges
and universities are hiking up
tuition and fees, students can
count on spending more at the
bookstore, too. According to a
press release from Lt. Gov. Pat
Quinn, students are paying an
average of up to $900 a year for
their books. In his new “College
Textbook Initiative  2005,”
Quinn is calling on textbook
publishers to stop deceptive
practices.

CIiff Ewert, vice president of
public and campus relations for

Follett, the company that runs
Columbia’s bookstore, says the
selection of textbooks in the
bookstore is completely up to the
professors.

“Every semester the faculty
members select the books they
need for their class and put in their
order,” he said. “We work with the
university, faculty, students and
administration and try to enhance
the service and selection available.
The professors really do care what
books are used.”

Biology professor Cindy
Gerstner, Ph.D. agrees. She
switched the textbook she uses
for her basic biology class
because the pre-
vious one—in
addition to being
twice the price
of the current
one—also had a
lot of informa-
tion the class
didn’t cover.

“I try to listen

“I can’t afford my
books, and my
work is going to
suffer because I
can’t get them.

— Jennifer Billock,
senior journalism

bookstore, all her books were
waiting for her—at the steep
price of $450. Even though
Rehm is planning to purchase
books online next semester, she
said she’d recommend freshmen
take the easy route and head to
the bookstore.

“I filled out an order form in
the bookstore listing my class-
es,” Rehm said. “I didn’t know
what books I'd need or how to
find out, so that seemed easier
for my first semester.”

Jennifer Billock, a senior jour-
nalism major, says her financial
aid this year went almost entire-
ly to cover tuition. She only has
about $2 left to cover
expenses like books.
Billock estimates that
she needs about $200
worth of textbooks for
i this semester. Right
now she’s planning on
borrowing books
from friends or photo-
copying pages she

to student con- major needs, but she is con-
cerns about cerned about her
prices,” she said. grades.

Sometimes convenience can “My problem is that this

win over price, though.
Freshman music business major
Emily Rehm filled out a form
listing all her classes when she
came to Chicago for orientation.
The next time she went to the

semester I have absolutely no
money, and the library does not
have my classes’ books on
reserve,” Billock said. “I can’t
afford my books, and my work is
going to suffer because I can’t

get them.”

Kim Hale, head of collection
management for the Columbia
library, said Billock can talk to
her professors about requesting a
copy of the textbook from the
library, but she can’t do it her-
self.

“The library doesn’t purchase
a textbook unless the professor
requests it,” Hale said. “The
library just doesn’t have enough
room to purchase every book.”

On the bright side, Hale said
it’s easy for a professor to
request the library purchase a
book.

“There are a variety of ways a
professor can request a textbook,”
she said. The professor can order
through a library liason, following
a link on the library’s homepage
or complete a request card at the

1

Eric Davis/The Chonicle
Students flock to the campus bookstore to purchase materials
for Fall semester. College professors are concerned about the
exorbitant costs of textbooks needed for their classes.

service desk.

“We try to make it as easy as
possible for faculty to make
requests,” Hale said.

The cost of the books doesn’t
come out of the department
budget; the library has a special
budget for faculty requests.

“We realize that textbooks are
expensive and we try to encourage
faculty to order them,” Hale said.

Students ordering textbooks
online should keep in mind that
since books change editions so
often, it's best to know the
book’s International Standard
Book Number (ISBN). This is a
unique 10-digit number assigned
to every book printed, and it will
ensure that the book is the right
for the class.

For more information on textbook
prices in lilinois see page 24.

Several Columbia alumni
receive Emmy nominations

By Hayley Graham
Campus News Editor

This year’s 57th Annual Emmy
Awards recognized six Columbia
alumni by nominating them for the
most prestigious award in televi-
sion.

“I think it’s a wonderful
acknowledgement that the alums
are getting from their peers, and it’s
indicative of the education they
received at Columbia,” said
Doreen Bartoni, dean of the School
of Media Arts at Columbia.

Genndy Tartakovsky graduated
from Columbia in 1990 and was
nominated  for  OQutstanding
Animated Program (programming
less than one hour) for “Samurai
Jack” (Episode XLIX) and
Outstanding Animated Program
(programming less that one hour)
for “Star Wars Clone Wars Vol.2”
(Chapters 21-25).

“He’s incredibly talented and
one of those people you always
thought was going to succeed,”
Niederman said.

Therese Sherman was nominated
for Outstanding Cinematography
for Nonfiction Programing (single
or multi-camera) for “The
Contender” (The Final Four). She
graduated in 1990 and has since
made a name for herself though
reality television.

1.D. Sievertson and Andrew
Bolhuis both graduated in 1993 and
are nominated for Outstanding
Picture Editing for Nonfiction
Programming (single or multi-
camera) for “The Contender” (The
Hangman's Noose). Sievertson was
an editor on the “Blue Collar
Comedy Tour.” Bolhuis has been
an editor for multiple television
documentaries.

Maura Corey gradu-
ated in 1997 and was

Last year  “Stydents should e o
Tartakovsky took : F nominate:
home the ll;ymys be [nspired by., Outstanding ~ Picture

in both of these
categories.

these alumni.

Editing for a Special
(single or multi-camera)

Past Emmy ___S‘"ah SChroeder’ for the 77th Annual
recipient Jeffrey ~ director of alumni  Academy  Awards.
Jur graduated in relationsand stew-  Corey was also an editor
1976 and was ardship, West for the 75th and 73th
nominated  for Coast Annual Academy
Outstanding Awards.
Cinematography Mark Stegeman, who
for a Single- graduated in 1997, is a

Camera Series for “Camivale”
(Lincoln Highway). Jur was the
cinematographer on the well-
known films My Big Fat Greek
Wedding and Dirty Dancing and
Michael Niederman, chair of the
Television Department, worked at
the same production company as
Jur and says he great to work with.

writer on the comedy series
“Scrubs,” which was nominated for
Outstanding Comedy Series.

For the second year Columbia
threw a party for the Emmy nomi-
nees at the home of Columbia
trustee Gary Belz, which is the for-
mer estate of Charlie Chaplin,
according to Sarah Schroeder,

Chris Gallevo/The Chronicle

director of alumni relations and
stewardship on the West Coast.

Last year seven Columbia alum-
ni were nominated for 11 Emmy
awards.

“As our alumni create their repu-
tations in the Hollywood industry it
provides a pathway for the new
alumni going out there to L.A. or
working in any aspect of the film
and television industry,” Bartoni
said.

Barton1 encourages students to
make the most of their classes and
to work on as many productions as
possible in order to follow the path
of these Emmy nominees.

“Every time you are on a set
there is an opportunity to learn,”
she said.

“Students should be inspired by
these alumni,” Schroeder said.
“That could be them.”

Allen Turner overdrive

Second installment
of Q-and-A with
top trustee

By Jeff Danna
Editor-in-Chief

Over the summer, Allen Turner,
the new chairman of Columbia’s
board of trustees, sat down with
The Chronicle to discuss his plans
for improving the college
and helping it become a
world-renowned institu-
tion.

Last week, we ran the
first half of our interview
with Turner, in which he

changing, and so
we have changed

nature of the school is changing,
and so we have changed with it.
But the college has moved further
than 1ts reputation has, even though
it’s well-received and people like it
and the reputation is good.

We are still absolutely tethered
to open admissions. We’re doing a
better job with people who come,
so our retention rates are much
better. Every year they get better

and better

“The nature of  because we

the school is 5::1“' J"::f ;z
1

open-admission
population. We

with it.” are pledged to

isti be accessible.

tallfegi about the logistics of Allen Turner, what o
building a student center, chairman of ot
communication between . 5 means  also 1s
Columbia’s we have a con-

students and admuinistra-
tors, and his plans to
“make Columbia famous.”

In the second half of the inter-

view, the 68-year-old Turner, who
is a partner in the prominent
Chicago law firm Pritzker and
Pritzker, addresses issues of
reducing faculty workload, rais-
ing money for Columbia and
working in the arts world.
The Chronicle: It seems like
Columbia is kind of in the tran-
sition of becoming a well-known
university.

Allen Tumer: We're in it, but
we're not at the beginning, noted
by the fact that people seem to get
jobs, that people are coming from
every state in the union, some of
our applications are from far-away
places, and more and more people
are coming and  staying.
Residentially, we went from four,
five-hundred beds to, 2,000 beds.
And that’s just people in our beds,
not people who live around. The

board of trustees

tinued relation-
ship and obliga-
tion with the cit-
izens of Chicago.

Hopefully, we can reduce the
mandatory workload for full-time
teachers. The consequence of that
will be to allow them to have
more time to counsel students, et
cetera; more time to utilize for
their own professional develop-
ment, which is very important,
because so many of our people
are, in a sense, working artists,
and we have to have time so peo-
ple can work as artists, which is
also to the benefit of Columbia.
Are there plans for any
fundraising for Columbia?

Yeah, we have 14 new people in
the development department
headed by Sam Ross, and their
goal 1s, in two or three years, a
capital campaign, but, currently,
to increase annual fundraising.

See Turner, Page 8



September 12, 2005

Back to School

100°

ﬂcms on I

Au 11ththrou hOct9th
m store 9 9

«paints
mpaper pads Mcanvas R pencils

sportfolios

stables -markers scutters seasels 1

Vist a store nearest you...

ur 619 115 630-653-0569 312 573 0110
TSE Gl R ° Diaruxts Segors £ o S74 M wrgps
AT v rxfex WV

The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan at 11" St.

Hall

EVANSTON

847-425-9100

Events

HIGHLIGHTS

Concert

SEPTEMBER

Thursda tember 15
Chicago Jazz Ensemble Saxophone Section
Master Class 12:30 PMm
Tuesday September 20
John Pizzarelli in Concert 12.30 Pm
John Pizzarelli Workshop 1:30 Pm
Thur
Chicago Jazz Ensemble Trombone Section
Master Class 12:30 PMm
Music & Theater Faculty Performance 7:00 pm
Student Concaert Senes 700 pm
Chicago Jazz Ensemble Trumpet Section
Master Class with Jon Faddis 12:30 Pm
. o L R -
:M_,M
F#,,
Al Comeart Wall svsris S8
fran imiase iharaien notel For more info 1121446300

Television Department
COIUmbiacoc.l.!ot cCHICAGED 6’

Program Guide for University Center on Channel 32
Reel Stuff

A profile of student film, video, animation & documentary projects.
This week's featured ortist: Athur Weichet, Television major
MWFSu: 10:300  TRSa: 7:30p

NBC 5 Live
Frequency TV continues Live coverage of NBCS News af 11am.

Undergrad
A short drumu that follows five college students who foce [ife and love in the
Windy City.

MWFSu: 11:300  TRSa: 8:30p

Out on A Limb

The latest episode of Columbia’s own fost-paced skeich comedy show
features "Cooking With Paris Hilton," "Fear Factor: Senior Cinizens
Editien™ ond "Grannies Gone Wild" - Don't miss it!.

MWFSu 1230p  TRSa: 9:30p

College Town, USA

The crew visits college compuses, hang outs and students around the country.
This week’s open house: North Carloina State University

MWF5u: 8:00p

Gamers

Video gomes of all genres and gome platforms ore explored.
NWFSu: 8:30p

AV Squad my
Meet musicens ond di's from around the country while visiting some hot cubs.

NWFSu: 9:00p & 9-30p

ight School nu

Comedz‘
u““"udm

Join Professor

The Gleib Show

Gleib and his crew venture to many events and talk with various celebroties.
NWFSu; 10:30p

Half Baked mu
A hip and enterloining cooking show with vorious personolities
NWFSu: 11:00p

Planet X iy
Some of the best foologe in extreme sports on the plane!
MWFSu: 11:30p

[N1) Nationel lampoon Network Programming

Interested in volunteering for Frequency TV!
] q

Fuqmlu \ l\

Columbia Collea
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ATTENTION STUDENTS, ESPECIALLY ARTISTS, GRAPHIC
DESIGNERS, PHOTOGRAPHERS!

CALL FOR

ARTWORK

YOUR ART CAN REACH THOUSANDS OF MOVERS AND SHAKERS ACROSS THE CAMPUS Columbia
h A % - A o ) COLLEGE CNJCACO‘&‘

THEY WILL CHOOSE IT T

ARE IN THE WORKS. O

change

STUDENT PARKING

Columbia College

E-Z Pay Options

$6.00 per day
* Located at 3th and State -OR -

(at College Park on State)
$5.00 after 2om
LOR -

$7165/month
200 South Michipan Avenue ; i -

; Credit Cards Accepted!

Swite 1215
Chicago, 11. 60604

e Best Value i the Area!

* Indoor Parking

312.663.1490

impark www.impark.con Cd//_ﬁ)I:JIOHr .¢d€€ de(?)’.,
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Plain White T's (Bottom).

Jammin’ in the park

Columbia kicked off the school year with the Jam of the Year concert
at the Summer Dance Stage in Grant Park Sept. 8. The concert
included performances by two local bands and was sponsored by the
student programming board and C-Spaces. Shawnte Walthaw, (Top),
a freshman illustration major, works in her sketchbook while waiting
for the entertainment to begin. Vocalist Mari Calip and guitarist Mike
Greene (Center) of Marizen, warm up the crowd for headliner The

ric Davis/Chronicle

Courtesy Susie Kirkwood

87

BARNES &NOBLE
DEPAUL CENTER

1 East Jackson Blvd. (corner of jackson and State)

SEPTEMBER AUTHOR EVENTS

Death:

Police investigate
possible heroin
connection

the same place the incident on Sept. 7
occurred, were taken to area hospitals
after becoming sick, possibly from using
heroin, Mirabelli said.

Police are currently trying to determine
if someone is selling tainted or uncut hero-
in, an especially dangerous form of the
substance.

At the University Center, students and
administrators from DePaul, Columbia and
Roosevelt University, the three schools
that share the dorms, are trying to make
sense of the situation.

On Sept. 7, administrators and therapists
from the three schools invited University
Center residents to a meeting in the build-
ing to explain what was known about the
incident and offer counseling

“Rumors fly in situations like this,” said
Ashley Knight, assistant dean of student
health and support at Columbia, who

attended the meeting. “Mostly [the admin-
istrators] wanted to clarify what was true
and what wasn’t.”

Knight said a couple hundred students
attended the meeting, and afterward, the
students broke up into smaller groups for
counseling.

Although administrators have tried to
explain what they know about Zakra's
death, some University Center residents
are still confused about the situation.

Sean Lee, a freshman film major at
Columbia living in the building, said he
thought the death was a just another rumor
until he woke up the next morning to find
a note from Johnson under his door
explaining what happened.

“It's messed up that someone died in the
dorm,” Lee said. “I thought it was alcohol
poisoning.”

Tiffany Anderson, a freshman art and
design major at Columbia who lives in the
University Center, said she had heard that
heroin possibly played a part in Zakra's
death, but she wasn’t aware of the police
investigation. She said she wishes
University Center officials would reveal
more information about the incident. I
think they should have a memorial type
thing instead of a meeting,” she said

Monday, September 12
12:30 PMm

Harlan Cohen

The Naked Roommate: And 107
Issues You Might Run Into in College

Thursday, September 15
12:30 PM

Chris Mooney

The Republican War on Science

Friday, September 16
Mark Anderson
“Shakespeare” by Another Name

Monday, September 19
10:00 AM - 2: 00 PM

The Apprentice’s Tana Goertz will
read her new children’s book,

I’m Bigger Than This! at our
children’s story hour at 10:00 AM.
Tana will also sign her books for

the general public at noon.

Tuesday, September 20
12:30 pm

DePaul Professor

Dr. Norman Finkelstein

Beyond Chutzpah

Monday, September 26
12:30 M

Chicago native and Six Feel Under
writer Jill Soloway

Tiny Ladies in Shiny Pants:

Based on a True Story

Tuesday, September 27
12:30 PM

John Mullin

The Rise and Self-Destruction of the
Greatest Football Team in

History: the Chicago Bears

and Super Bowl XX

Wednesday, September 28
12:30 PM

Michael Rann and

Elizabeth Rann Arnott

Shortcut to A Miracle

Thursday, September 29
12:30 PM

Linda Ben-Zvi

Susan Glaspell: Her Life and Times

For more information, please call 312-362-8792
or click on “what’s new” at depaul.bkstore.com
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Turner:
Chair covers
money to music

And there are things you raise
money for. You can raise it for
projects or events. That’s
through trustees, individual peo-
ple, corporations and alums. We
have not done as good a job as
we could getting alums to give.
We haven’t been asking for
money, and people support their
colleges. I think we ought to
have a senior class gift.It could
be an object, you know, just to
get people started. What we
learn is those who give to the
college in the first three years
afterward are the most likely to
continue supporting.

Then we have money for capi-
tal. In some sense capital funds
are the easiest to raise. And then
there's the capital campaign. It's
highly organized. Sam Ross has
done it before at St. Bonaventure
University. Kim Clement, who is
No. 2, was head of raising capi-
tal funds at the Adler
Planetarium. We have a database
guide. We have a major gift per-
son. It's what you have, and now
what you've done is become
professional, which is an
upgrade from where we were a
few years ago.

How close would you say we
are to actually starting a capi-
tal campaign?

I think that will start in 2007.
That’s my current goal. And that
will be announced in the next
year. We'll have raised a huge
amount of money by that time

We're investigating the amount
it might be now. I don’t know,
but it won’t be $25 million.
You’ve had experience in
fundraising  through the
Museum of Contemporary Art
and other places, Is there any-
thing that you’ve helped with
in those situations that
Columbia might be able to
learn from?

Well, the first thing I leamned is
we needed to have professionals
on the staff who have done capital
campaigns, and we have that. The
second thing I learned is the board
has to have commitments, because
that's essential. The third, I've
learned the value of making us
famous in the right way, so peo-
ple give as an institutional mat-
ter. People have to understand
that this college is part of the
cultural fabric of the city. So
when you're giving to
Columbia, you're giving to the
city.

All the performances, all
the things—who does
more? We've got a
wide variety of
exhibits, painting
shows, you know,
they direct 20
[to] 30 shows a
year—Sheldon
Patinkin does in
his Theater
department. We
are the largest
cultural-presen-
ter in the city. So
you support us,
you're supporting
culture. And [I've
learned that’s a really
good story to raise
money

How much do you think we
need to raise?

I'm not doing it unless we can
raise a minimum of $50 million.
But we will. I mean, everyone
believes we will be able to do that.

One of the big things going on
last year to raise money was the
Conversations in the Arts series.

Let’s talk about raising money.
You could send somebody a let-
ter; maybe they’ll give $100. We
do that. You can make a phone
call to someone you know, and
he’ll give it to you, because you
asked for it. Or to someone you
don’t know, and they give you

$100. But the
.. question s
how do you

really culti-
vate people
so they con-
tinually give
you money, and
they give it
because they
believe in
the

b This

cause? To be able to attract peo-
ple who give substantial funds,
you have to spend time and
effort and familiarize them with
the institution. So I come to you
and say, ‘You know, you're real-
ly rich, I know that, and I'd like
you to come look at this.’ And
you say, ‘Eh, it’s nice." You
show up, we have a conversa-
tion, SO you give me
$1,000.

Conversation in

the Arts is one of
many  cultivation
devices we have
which familiarizes
people with the
institution by mak-
ing them interested
in attending to meet
people who are
interesting.
Conversations  in
the Arts is an investment in our
future. But we know from expe-
rience we're already seeing
some results here.
[In last week’s segment of the
interview| you talked about
making us famous for the right
reason. What exactly is the
right reason to be famous?

In Chicago, the issue of civic
institution, open admission, has
got a very special resonance
with the city. Harvard is famous
for scholarship. But in the end,
Harvard people do stuff. We
have our scholarship as well
new computer gaming
thing—everyone will get a job.
So we are training people to par-
ticipate in the arts and popular
culture, and they will have an
influence in all of this. Our
motto is ‘Create change,” and it’s
on all the stationary. Yeah, we're

“Yeah, we’re
going to be at the
Sforefront because

of the students
who come out and
what they learn.”

—Allen Turner,
new chairman of
Columbia’s board
of trustees

going to be at the forefront
because of the students who
come out and what they learn.
Well, enough about Columbia.
You said you play the piano.
How long have you been play-
ing?

I've always fooled around
with the piano. I don’t read
music, but I can play. I taught
myself when I was
35. I never had any
lessons. My mother
was a piano player.
I refused to take
lessons because |
was mad at my
mother I’'m a guitar
player, too. I feel
like the whole
world’s a guitar
player. I can play
any string instru-
ment—guitar,
banjo, mandolin—but not so
good. I'm basically a songwriter.
Who are some of your influ-
ences?

Well, I play popular music.
Since I can't read, I don’t play
classical music. I play a lot of
older tunes from the '40s, '50s,
'60s. 1 can play contemporary
music, but I'm not interested. I'm
a cabaret singer;, | write cabaret
songs. It’s also a style I'm com-
fortable with, since I don’t sing so
great. Because cabaret singers
don’t sing that great.

How long does it take you to
write a song?

I'm a fast writer. I'll scribble
things down, maybe have a few
verses. Then 1'll assemble it
Then I put it away and maybe
come back to it. I used to write the
music first, which is a mistake.
I’'m more interested in the words.

l
|
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Students prefer private colleges

By Carol Biliczky
Knight Ridder Newspapers
(KRT)

Consider Amanda Somers.
Eighteen and from Tiffin, Ohio,
she looked at Xavier University,
Ohio Dominican and Ohio State
when she was casting about for a
college.

She didn’t find the right fit until
she listened to a friend and
checked out Walsh University in
North Canton, Ohio.

With just days of college life
under her belt, she says she feels
safe there, that everyone is friend-
ly, that the campus is not intimi-
dating—words that many private
college officials in Ohio say they
hear over and over.

In fact, while enrollments at
many public colleges seem to be
stalled this fall, many private col-
leges report an avalanche in appli-
cations and enrollments.

Officials say students and their
parents alike want the smaller,
homey campuses, the personal
touch, the sense that someone’s
looking out for them.

“We’ve had 19 straight years of

growth,” said Larry Christman,
president of the Ohio Association
of Independent Colleges and
Universities. “This could be the
20th.”

Just a week into fall classes, all
colleges and universities—public
and private—are trying to get a
handle of their student head
counts

Spokesmen at tax-supported
institutions hedge their bets, say-

ing enrollment may be down a lit-
tle. It's too early to tell, they
add—a flurry of last-minute
enrollments can dramatically
change the picture. But officials at
many private colleges have no
such reservations.

At Walsh, for instance, a record
freshman class of 450 brings the
school’s enrollment to more than
1,400 undergraduates—another
record.

“We’re very aggressive about
getting kids to come here,” said
President Richard Jusseaume. “If
they're the kind of people we
want, we try to figure out how to
get them here.”

At Malone College in Canton,
spokeswoman Suzanne Thomas
declined to give a number until
classes get further along, but con-
fidently predicts a record enroll-
ment surpassing last fall’s 2,239.

“Everything’s  pointing to
another record enrollment,” she
said.

At Ohio Wesleyan University in
Delaware, Ohio, a record 3,000
students applied and almost 600
first-time freshmen were admitted
this fall.

For the first time in at least a
decade, the university turned
away admitted students—about
three dozen of them—who sub-
mitted their enrollment deposits
after the May 1 deadline, said
Margaret Drugovitch, vice presi-
dent of admission and financial
aid.

“In the past we were able to be
lenient,” she said. “But not this

year.”

At the University of Dayton, a
record 8,600-plus applicants
applied and 1,981 were admitted

In fact, UD was so confident of
a banner class it didn’t try to
counter offers that applicants got
from competing universities.

And while UD admitted more
applicants than it needed to fill its
freshman class—all schools do
this—it expected 1,750 to 1,800
students to accept its offer."But in
reality, about 200 additional stu-
dents decided to come to UD, the
largest private college in Ohio.

UD also put 300 students on a
waiting list, said Robert Johnson,
vice president for enrollment.

Perhaps more surprising, the
students who go to private col-
leges aren’t always those best able
to pay. Only one in five in Ohio
families come from making
$80,000 or more a year, according

A cartoonist’s eye

Seth, a contributing artist to the ‘Cartoonists’ Eye
Exhibit,’ observes artwork on display at the opening
reception on Sept. 8 at the A+D Gallery.

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

to the Ohio Association of
Independent  Colleges  and
Universities.

Private college officials admit
their costs can be high—some
approach $35,000 a year— but stu-
dent aid and scholarships dramati-
cally lower that figure and make
their campuses more accessible.

At UD, for instance, aid, grants,
loans and scholarships lower the
typical student bill from $30,000 a
year to $20,000 or less.

That approaches the $16,000
annual cost of a public education
at Kent State and the University of
Akron, although students there
can seek financial aid and scholar-

ships to lower their costs, too.

Private colleges also have start-
ed to look more affordable when
compared with public schools. As
the state has cut funding to public
schools in recent years, they've
shifted costs to students. The cost
of a four-year public education in
Ohio has almost doubled over the
last decade.

“People will find a way to pay
for things that they place a value
on,” said UD’s Johnson. “You

have to put it in context. Many of

us have gone out and spent
$20,000 on a car.”
At Walsh University, President

Jusseaume credits rising enroll-
ment to its long-term growth plan
and to popular programs in nurs-
ing and physical therapy. Students
like these majors because they
know they can get jobs when they
graduate.

Somers, the Walsh student, 1s
focusing on accounting for now.

But if she wants some advice
about career choices, she’ll have
lots of people to turn to. Ten other
members of her graduating class
in rural Tiffin in Northwest Ohio
chose Walsh—a high number con-
sidering that her entire graduating
class consisted of 56 students.
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Spa pleasure in the heart of urban life

STUDENT SPECIAL

Manicure
Pedicure
Waxing
Threading
Facial

Air Brush Tanning

Colu
Clas

Deadlines
the Thursday prior

Rates

mbia

Chronicle

sifieds

Classified Advertising

Your adverfisement must be received by 5 p.m. an

1o the publishing date.

The Columbia Chronicle charges $0.25 per word with
a 55 minimum. All classified ads must be pre-paid in

Earn while you Learn. EMG is
looking for full/part time individuals to
join our sales team. Avg. $350 per sale
selling electronic payment products to
businesses. Part-time will sell 4 deals
per month and full-time 10 deals per
month. Visit www.emgjobs.com or call
Darrayl (847) 827-2800

Wanted: 23 more people to lose up
to 30Ibs. 30 day $-back guarantee. Dr.
Recommended. Call Elizabeth 800-
817-1430

BE PART OF PROJECT DELTA
CHICAGO COLLEGES - visit
www.projectdeltanow.com for info

Eamn while you Lean. EMG is
looking for full/part time individuals to
join our sales team. Avg. $350 per sale
selling electronic payment products to
businesses. Part-time will sell 4 deals
per month and full-time 10 deals per
month. Visit www.emgjobs.com or call
Darrayl (847) 827-2800

Help Families achieve their

Student Coupon
$ ‘00 Oﬁ your next manicure or pedicure with

coupon and student id.

dreams and earn money for school at
the same time. You can earn $5000 by
becoming an anonymous egg donor. If
you are between the ages of 20-30,
responsible, and have a clean health
history and want to help infertile cou-
ples and earn $5000 please email us
at info@buildingfamilieseggdonation
for an application. Please log onto our
web site for more information at
www.buildingfamilieseggdonation.com

full prior to publication. All ads will be published in
alphabetical order.

Three Ways fo Place a Classified Ad

1 Online
Visit www.columbiachronicleclassifieds.com.

Student Coupon
$5.00 off

Student Coupon

$l 0.00 off
312-583-9100

OFFER MAY EXPIRE AT ANYTIME.

your next waxing or threading with
coupon and student id.

2 By Mail

Send your typed or printed ad copy along with your
full name, city, state, zip code and phone number
with full payment to: Chris Richert, 600 S. Michigan
Ave., Chicago, IL 60605.

LA based film-maker seeks to
interview subjects for multi-city docu-
mentary. Need to have (within 2 years)
put an end to a romantic relationship
(YOU broke it off) Films in Chicago
Oct 8 - 15 E-mail
whydoc_chi@yahoo.com

Airbrush tanning
with coupon and student id

705S. Dea;'born
Chicago, IL 60605

3 By Fax

Fax your typed or printed ad copy along with your
full name, city, state, zip code and phone number
with full payment to 312/344-8032.

Valet Parking Attendant- Great
Pay and Flexible Hours. Work in Fun
atmospheres, nightclubs, restaurants
and hotels. Full and Part time hours
847-670-0871
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Join the
Columbia College Chicago

drive for victims of
Hurricane Katrina

Donate new school supplies,
toiletries, and books appropriate
for students in middle school

and college.

Look for collection boxes

this week in the lobbies of all
Columbia buildings. Items will
be packed in book bags and
distributed to those in need.

Sponsored by

The Early Childhood Education Program,
The Interactive Arts and Media Department,
The Office of the Provost, and

The Columbia Chronicle.

Columbia <

COLLEGE CHICAGD O
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**All student employees must sign up for direct deposit thru
the Payroll Office. Any student who does not currently have
a checking or savings account may open a SO minimum

balance checking account with Bank One. Payroll has the
necessary information for students to open an account

COLUMBIA STU

Job openings are currently available.
www.colum.edu/student-life/employment

DENTS

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

Columbia ¢

U-Pass pick-up =

NEW STUDENTS Distribution Dates and Times
During on-campus distribution new stu-

dents should go directly to 623s.Wabash

Ave., rm.31 | to aquire a new U-PASS.

Bring your student ID and schedule to

verify your full-time student status. You

ill h h ken and recei
will have your photo taken and receive 9/12 10am to 6 pm

your U-PASS on-site.
CONTINUING STUDENTS 9/ 3 10am to 6Pm

Those who registered early and had U-
Pass the prior semester, should have their
pre-printed U-Pass available for pick-up

Direct U-Pass inquries to:

The Student Activites Office 623 SWabash Ave., Suite 313 Chicago IL
Phone: 312.344.7459

Fax: 312.344.8406

Email: dwittberger@colum.edu

during distribution. Check for you pre- DO NOT USE YOUR U-PASS PRIOR TO
printed U-Pass in the rear of the Hokin THE ACTIVATION DATE. IT WILL BE
Annex on the first floor of the 623 s. CAPTURED AND YOUR REPLACEMENT
Wabash Avenue building. FEE WILL BE $35.

take jt.

www.lransitchicago. com
1-888-YOUR-CTA

Columbia@coiiece chicaoo &
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Columbia signs up
new food service

First vendor in 20 years
for Underground Cafe

By Jessica Pearce
Assistant Campus News Editor
The Underground Cafe is under
new management. Plum Cafe and
SugarPlum Catering will be taking
over food service for the space,
located in the basement of the
Alexandroff Campus Center, 600
S. Michigan Ave. After serving
Columbia students for more than
20 years, Vending Consultants
owners Larry and Nancy Bemier
decided to retire rather than vie for

this year. The contract was not
only for food service for the
school; it also covered all of the
vending machines around campus.
Plum Cafe 1s working with its
longtime partner the Mark Vend
Company.

Additionally, the school is nego-
tiating a contract with Coca-Cola
to outfit the college with beverages

and their requisite vending
machines. According to Barry
Benson, director of

corporate/sponsorship and under-
writing with Columbia, Coke has
agreed to a five-year, $150,000
contract. The company will spon-

the  contract sor Columbia
that Columbia  “We found that student events, such as
opened for bid-  satisfaction in the quali- Manifest and new
ding last ty ()fthgf(;gd at the s;udcnl convoca-
semester. Underground Cafe was  'ion, and take
Plum Cafe very low.” over vending for
owner Richard the school
Mott says he’s Mott  started

ready to begin
working with
Columbia.

“We  were
excited to get the bid,” Mott said.
“We think that Plum Cafe and
Columbia are a natural fit.”

Vice President of Campus
Environment Alicia Berg said the
cafe will be a nice change for stu-
dents.

“Every year, after the students
leave for the summer, the office of
Institutional Research does a sur-
vey,” she said. “We found that stu-
dent satisfaction in the quality of
the food at the Underground Cafe
was very low.”

Columbia decided to open the
contract to outside bidding earlier

—Alicia Berg, Vice
President of Campus
Environment

Plum Cafe when
he was a business
student at the
University of
Chicago. In the 22 years since his
first cafe opened, Mott’s business
has expanded. He now has nine
locations around Chicago, includ-
ing the School of the Art Institute,
The Illinois  Institute  of
Technology and the John Marshall
Law School.

Aside from a few renovations,
the space looks much the same.
Mott said the cafe is awaiting
licensing from the health depart-
ment.

“We can open within 24 hours of
getting the license,” he said.

College
sophomore

addresses
U.N.

Bosnia native discusses
genocide, turmoil

By Swathy Prithivi
The Technique (KRT)

Sejdefa Dozic is a sophomore
majoring in biomedical engineering
at Georgia Institute of Technology.

Unlike your average student, she
is a survivor of a hostile takeover of
her hometown, Srebrenica, by the
Bosnian Serb Army. Srebrenica was
a United Nations designated *‘safe
area” in former Yugoslavia.

The massacre of 8,000 Muslim
boys and men is considered to be
the worst genocide in Europe since
World War II.

Over the summer, she addressed
a group at the United Nations in
New York on the 10th anniversary
of the Bosnian Genocide.

“I was very honored that I was
chosen to represent my people that
day. My speech was very challeng-
ing to deliver but | was happy that it
was well-received,” Dozic said.

Her boss, Marilyn Somers,
Director of the Georgia Tech Living
History Program tells, the Nique,
the college’s newspaper, of her
experience hearing Dozic address
the United Nations.

Somers was introduced to Dozic
through ArtReach Foundation, a
nonprofit organization that had a
pilot program in Bosnia working
with children in war-ravaged areas
to help them deal with their traumas

Recently, Sejedfa Dozic, a sophomore biomedical engineering
major at Georgia Institute of Technology, spoke at the United
Nations in New York on the 10th Anniversary of the Bosnian
genocide.

through the use of the expressive
arts.

An excellent linguist, Somers
came to the program as a translator
and caught the attention of Susan
Anderson, the founder and execu-
tive director of the foundation who
worked along with Somers in mak-
ing Dozic’s study at Tech a reality.

Somers said of the U.N. experi-
ence, “It was very difficult. First of
all we were told to arrive at a spe-
cific time and date so that we would
go in as a group. | was one of only
four people that came from Atlanta.
The plan was that there were going
to be passes at the gate for us.

“Entering the United Nations is
like entering a whole different
country,” she continued. It was 95
degrees in the shade, they didn’t
have the passes for us and then we
had to go through all the security
stuff. So by the time we actually
entered the U.N., we were all wiped
out.”

The first thing they were asked to
do was to look at the exhibits on
display, which had very graphic
photography and artistic interpreta-
tion.

“This 1s commemorating geno-

cide, and no matter how you put it,
it’s not very easy,” Somers said.
“Sejdefa had a well-prepared
speech, but she was very anxious
about it.”

The audience included many
Bosnian-Americans who had immi-
grated to America and were not
necessarily a part of the genocide
but were somehow affected by it.

“In the midst of all the turmoil
there was the wonderful
Ambassador from Bosnia to the
United Nations, Mirza Kusljugic.
He really put her mind at ease and
relaxed her,” Somers said.

They went through more security
and were finally ushered into a
large auditorium and seated in the
front row as guests of honor.

“There wasn't a whole lot of fuss
and feathers,” Somers said.

Dozic was introduced as the
keynote speaker, with no fanfare.
Her speech, which was 23 minutes
long, was broadcast on CNN.

She told the horror of being 7
years old and having bombs come
overhead, as well as the horror of
her family desperately trying to pro-
tect-their children for three years. ™
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CANVAS up to 50% OFF
OIL & ACRYLIC PAINTS up to 40% OFF
SELECT BRUSHES 40%—50% OFF
ASSORTED PAPER PADS 40%—50% OFF
EASELS up to 50% OFF
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Know your role

Are people ever satisfied with their
own abilities? Rappers want to be
actors. Basketball players want to be
rappers. Actors want to be governers.

I'm sad to say that I embody the
Columbia equivalent of this sick pat-
tern—I'm a writer who wants to be a
graphic designer. The obsession started
in high school, when I took art classes
based on my friendship with the
teacher, despite my clear lack of talent.
The hours I spent slacking in that room
inevitably led me to a very art-oriented
pack of friends. While they fattened
their impressive portfolios, I would sit
and play with clay—it was more like
daycare than high school. I even had a
designated nap time.

A year or two later, I found myself at
a traditional state university, while my
best friends all moved to downtown
Detroit to attend the Center for
Creative Studies (CCS). Once more, I

found myself drawn to their
scene, and spent the majori-
ty of my time the CCS cam-
pus, utterly bored with my
own school.

Our social scene had
migrated a few miles south,
but still seemed eerily
familiar. As we sat in the
semi-dilapidated house that
my friends were renting, the
discussion stayed on art.
This time, however, there
was no Play-Dough to keep
me occupied. I found myself
bombarded by evening-
spanning conversations about fonts and
typography, and with the aid of beer,
they soon became interesting. I had yet
to take an active role in designing,
well, anything, but I nevertheless felt
like my knowledge was growing,

A few years and a few schools later,
I found myself at Columbia. I was at an
art school, finally, even if I belonged to
its most academic department—
Journalism.

Lo and behold, 1 stumbled across a
design class required for my major, in
the form of Desktop Publishing. I
loved the coursework, which focused
on magazine page design. If I could
have foreseen my relationship with
Quark Xpress, I probably wouldn’t
have been so happy, but I was naive at
the time.

Soon after, I began my bid at The
Chronicle, where my design ambitions
led to a slew of gaudy, desperately

alternative pages in our early
issues.

My work here has since spawned a
more professional sense of design
appreciation. What was once vague
admiration has been focused, through a
week-to-week reliance on our staff of
designers. Their contributions make
this paper not only readable, but down-
right attractive—a fact driven home
every time I attempt a style change of
my own.

Considering my yearning for an
ounce of artistic talent, reporting on
this week’s feature, a design-oriented
boutique named Hejfina, was a slap in
the face. The space was filled with
incredibly simple yet beautiful
pieces—design at its best. Straight
lines and a minimalist aesthetic are
dominant; these are the type of pieces
that confound people like me when
we’re unable to replicate their beauty,
even when blatantly stealing ideas.

1 felt like that guy in the orchestra
who plays the triangle. Surely, the sur-
rounding products were the result of a
superior talent, while I was left with
my consolation prize of a skill, con-
fined to reporting about those I
admired.

I’ve considered creating a zine, or
some outlet in which I can let my
design ambitions run wild without
hurting anybody. In all likeliness
though, the end result would very
much resemble Shaq’s career in hip-
hop (or Shaq's career in film). I sup-
pose I'll stick to words.

¢

So the story goes: a young girl, torn
between two lovers. On one hand, the
man she’s loved for more than four
years who has been there through thick
and thin. Despite the good times,
things began to crumble. He became
distant, and she felt unappreciated.
Along comes Number Two. He sees
her situation and yearns for the chance
to turn things around—to show her
how amazing she is, to make her love
him more.

No, this isn’t an episode of “General
Hospital.” It’s a situation my good
friend Adam is in. And let me tell you,
it’s not pretty.

After the idealistic “I’'m going to win
her over through gifts and charm” idea
fell through, Adam decided it was
boyfriend beating time.

Three’s a crowd

“We had been seeing each
other, as a couple, for
months, and she kept telling
me she was going to end
things with him,” Adam
said. “But she didn’t—I'm
going to kill him.”

What is wrong with that
statement? And why, when
people get themselves into
situations like this, do they
always blame the wrong
person?

This isn’t the other guy’s
fault—this is HER fault. Not
only is she cheating on her
boyfriend, but she’s drag-
ging Adam along like a lost
puppy, giving him just enough hope to
stick around.

In the animal kingdom, the alpha-
male beats and sometimes kills the
other males for a chance to mate with
the female. Apparently humans aren’t
too far off.

Not even logic can sway a man (or
woman for that matter) on the prowl
for his chosen mate. He won’t let any-
thing get in the way.

Even if this girl dumped her
boyfriend, would Adam really want to
waste his time with someone who not
only cheated on her long-time
boyfriend for months, but also treated
him like a second-rate sugar daddy?

“This isn’t about him ‘loving’ her.
This is about a girl he thinks is cool,

that’'s good in bed,” my friend
Samantha told me. “This is about sex,
not love.”

I have to agree. Between the steamy
sessions behind the other man’s back
and the sense of competition between
the two males, it is no wonder Adam’s
so head-over-heels for this run-of-the-
mill gold-digger.

This need to “win over” another per-
son carries into the female realm as
well. When my good friend Kristen
decided to start seeing a sleazy local
DI, everyone warned her to steer clear.
She wouldn’t listen. Months later, she
discovered he had been sleeping with
another girl throughout their courtship,
and he eventually decided to start dat-
ing the “other girl” monogamously. Or
so he said.

Despite his shady behavior and bla-
tant lying, Kristen decided she still
needed to “win” him back from the
other girl. I asked her: Why do you
bother with him?

I can understand a sense of inade-
quacy after being left for another.
We've all been there, and it sucks. But
what’s the point of hating the person
who’s in the same boat as you when
you have someone to hate justifiably?

I suppose until we, as a species,
change, the emotional tug-of-war will
remain. Let’s just try keeping the
threats empty and the trash-talking
safely confined to the Internet.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONDAY

An Evening with Henry Rollins
Film Row Cinema

1104 S. Wabash, 8th Floor
7:30p.m

Open to Columbia students, staff
and faculty only

TUESDAY

Fiction Writers at Lunch with
Sam Weller

600 S. Michigan Ave

11th floor lounge
12p.m.to2 p.m

WEDNESDAY

Brian Jonestown Massacre with
The High Dials, Richard Swift, and
Sons of National Freedom

The Metro, 3730 N. Clark St.

8 p.m.

$13 in advance, $15 day of show

THURSDAY

William E. Burlson reads from his
new book, Bi America

Quimby's, 1854 W. North Ave.
7p.m.

FRIDAY

Sarah Jessica Parker unveils her
new perfume, Lovely Jessica Parker
Marshall Fields, 111 N. State St.
Noon. For more information

call 1-800-MFIELDS

Everything is llluminated and
Lord of War
open in theaters

Sufjan Stevens plays @ the Metro
w/ Laura Veirs. $16. 18+. Doors
open 8p.m., show starts 9p.m.

9th Anniversary of

the Hideout Block Party

The Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia
6p.m. to 10p.m

SATURDAY

“Behind Blythe” opening reception
Rotofugi, 1953 W. Chicago Ave.
6p.m - 10p.m.

SUNDAY

My Chemical Romance with
Alkaline Trio

UIC Pavillion, 1150 W. Harrison St.
8 p.m

$22

Love us or hate us...

We'd love to hear from you. How to contact The Word:

Todd Burbo - tburbo@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8969
Hunter Clauss - hclauss@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8970
Tiffany Breyne - tbreyne@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8971
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So, is that movie
worth watching?
That CD worth
buying? Count
the hearts in
each review and
use this handy
chart to find out.

Ratings Guide @QQQQ Complete Crap

@@QQQ Download it

@@ @O Pretiy Entertaining

@@@@Q Very Good

@@@@@ Word Up.
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Rolling Stones
release new album!

Keith Richards not only still alive, but still recording

By Michelle C. Finkler/Copy Editor

After 43 years of musical mayhem, few
would think that the Rolling Stones have
any time left on their side. But with their
world tour underway since August, their
popularity is manifested in box-office
receipts as fans still flock to hear the classic
rock 'n’ roll beats that flooded the airwaves
decades ago. Their energetic concert per-
formances have proven that these over-the-
hill rockers still have enough vigor to capti-
vate audiences, but now their creative

prowess is put to the test with the release of

their new album, 4 Bigger Bang.

The Rolling Stones have been making
music since 1962. The band has evolved
over the past four decades in its members,
as well as style. From Beatles-style haircuts
and suits to shaggy-haired rockers and span-
dex. After years of rearranged line ups and
a hiatus or two, Mick Jagger, Keith
Richards, Charlie Watts and Ronnie Wood
remain. Jagger and Richards began develop-
ing the new album, which was released Aug.
6 by Virgin Records, a year ago.

A Bigger Bang comes after band members
endured myriad personal hardships, includ-
ing Jagger’s divorce from model Jerry Hall,
Watts’ throat cancer diagnosis and Wood’s
ex-wife’s suicide. Despite this, the band has

managed to put together an album worthy of

the Rolling Stones’ reputation. Bang is their
longest new album since the stalwart Exile
on Main Street, which was released in 1972.
Since then, the Stones have made notable
albums like Goats Head Soup, 1973; Some
Girls, 1978; and Tattoo You, 1981. Their last
studio album, Bridges to Babylon, in 1997,
was disappointing despite respectable sales.
In comparison with the band’s musical dry
spell that stretched from the mid-1980s to

the late "90s, A Bigger Bang is definitely a
splash of rekindled mastery.

Although the new record will not go
down in music history, or even the Stones
history, it is certainly worth a listen. This
16-track collection is slightly reminiscent of
the band’s blues-rock roots that helped dub
them the greatest rock and roll band ever.
However, A4 Bigger Bang doesn’t come
close to rivaling the Stones’ early classic
albums like Aftermath, which rocked the
airwaves in 1966 with songs like “Paint It,
Black™ and “Under My Thumb.”

Yet A Bigger Bang does offer a few toe-
tapping tracks with its opening song
“Rough Justice” that resembles the fast-
tempo sound of “Street Fighting Man™ and
“Sympathy for the Devil” off 1968’s
Beggar s Banguet. Other catchy tracks with
hard-hitting beats include “It Won't Take

Long,” “Oh No, Not You Again” and
“Sweet Neo Con.” “Back of My Hand” is
pure blues while the song “Streets of Love”
is heartfelt and mature like “Angie” off
Goats Head Soup. Songs that supply funky
beats include “Rain Fall Down™ and
“Infamy,” which is the last song on the

album and one of two sung by Richards.

Although A Bigger Bang may not com-
pare with epic albums of the past, it is cer-
tainly evidence that The Rolling Stones
should not be written off as a band of yes-
terday.

“A Bigger Bang”
By The Rolling Stones

@O
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Courtesy KRT:Direct

The Rolling Stones rock the Aragon Ballroom in 1992.

HAVE YOU EVER
CRIED WOLF?

¢ RY

Write about the best lie you’ve ever told
and bring it to the Columbia Chronicle
office at 33 E. Congress, Suite 224,
to pick up a complimentary pass to a
special advance screening of Cry_ Wolf.
The best story will receive a Cry_Wolf
Prize Pack! Please include your email
address on your entry.

Passes are available on a first-come, first-served basis while supplies last.
One pass per person. Each pass admits two. No purchase necessary.
Employees of all promotional partners and their agencies are not eligible.

ROGUE

G-+ iR B S

CRY_WOLF

OPENS NATIONWIDE SEPTEMBER 16TH!
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2 fost for love

‘Transporter 2° combines ballet, brutality

By Hunter Clauss/Assistant A&E Editor

Transporter 2 is a good reason to
escape sobriety. This sequel has so
much action in it that one could
possibly get high off the fumes-if
they weren’t already. The stunts in
this movie are over-the-top and
absurd, but below the surface there
is a method to this madness.

The film finds Frank (Jason
Statham from Snatch) living in
Florida, where he works for a
wealthy couple that’s having
marital problems. Jefferson
Billings (Matthew Modine from
Full Metal Jacket) works for the
United States Drug Enforcement
Administration. His job keeps
him from spending precious time
with his Cameron Diaz-clone
wife Audrey (Amber Valletta
from Hitch), and their hyper-
active son, Jack (Hunter Clary).

One wonders how an ex-mer-
cenary like Frank got a job
working for some governmental
higher-up. Doesn’t anyone do
background checks these days?
Maybe not. Perhaps blatant stu-
pidity is true to life.

Transporter 2 works like a good
James Bond movie because it has
that appealing henchman, or in this
case henchwoman, who has that
“thing” about them-that trademark
that makes them so awesomely
evil. Oddjob has his razor sharp
derby hat, Jaws had his steel-crush-
ing dentures and May Day was,
well, Grace Jones.

In Transporter 2, however,
there’s Lola (Kate Nauta) and she
doesn’t wear any clothes—that’s
her thing. The only outfit she wears
throughout the entire movie looks
like something out of a Victoria’s

Secret catalogue. Well, it probably
is considering how much product
placement is jammed in. At one
point Frank uses an iPod to transfer
images from a security camera.

Product placement aside, Lola
disappoints in the sense that she’s
hardly in the movie. She jumpstarts
it in the beginning and doesn’t
show up again until the very end.

Like its predecessor, however,
Transporter 2 continues in the
tradition of having that one
fighting sequence that’s so over-
the-top that it’s instantly unfor-
gettable. In the last movie there
was the oil fight in which Frank
wears a pair of makeshift skates
so he doesn’t fall over. Sure it
sounds outlandish for an action
movie, but the end result is so
hilarious that it’s almost intoxi-
cating. This fight doesn’t appear
to be about breaking the other
guy’s nose with a steel pipe as
much as it’s about pulling off
some lame ballet stunt while
breaking the other guy’s jaw.

In this sequel, the hands-down
cool but hilarious fight scene is
when Frank pulls a MacGyver
and uses a fire hose to take down
a posse of bad guys. Sure it’s
cool, but it looks like Frank is
playing with a Ribbon Dancer,
those annoying rhythmic ribbons
that were always advertised dur-
ing Treasures of the Hidden
Temple. As terrible as they were,
Statham proves that the Ribbon
Dancer is a force to reckon with.

While this movie’s central plot is
very much about stopping the bad
guys, it's also about saving the
family unit. Not only are the

Billingses having problems with
each other, but lil’ Jack is kid-
napped by foreign bio-terrorists to
complete their plans in killing a
bunch of old men in suits during a
Latin American trade conference.
In both situations, Frank is
somehow responsible for solving
each dilemma, but the emphasis is
mostly on him rescuing Jack, thus
saving the family. Otherwise who
would care about a bunch of old
men in suits working for the gov-
ernment? Probably dead people.
The couple’s failing marriage
doesn’t become our hero’s prob-
lem until Audrey gets drunk and
stumbles over to Frank’s place
like some gross barfly/swamp
creature. It is here we discover
not everything is well between
the Billinges—Audrey is on the
prowl. She comes on to Frank,
who, like the charming British
gent he is, refuses her company
and sends her on her merry way.
The main criticism  of
Transporter 2 is it’s sexist toward
women in a wildly hilarious way.
The two main female roles in the
film are Audrey Billings and Lola,
each the antithesis of the other.
Audrey has conformed to the tradi-
tional role of being a stay-at-home
wife who takes care of the kids.
Lola, on the other hand, is a deadly
assassin who loves killing people.
It doesn’t take a genius to under-
stand which role the movie will
favor, which is a bit disappointing
considering how much ass Lola
kicks.
Despite how Frank saves the
day, he doesn’t get the girl in the
end, which is somewhat acceptable

Top: Lola (Kate Nauta) sits shotgun next to Frank Martin (Jason
Statham). Above: Statham changes the rules of the road.

considering that his mission was to
bring the family together.
Transporter 2 excels as an
action movie despite how comi-
cal it can come across at times.
For a good brainless thrill, sneak
a King Cobra into a movie the-
ater and enjoy Transporter 2.

There's a thin line between brothels and torture chambers in ’Transporter 2"

Transporter 2
(PG-13)
Directed by Louis
Leterrier

®O®OO
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This is how we ‘roll’

Once again, Hollywood highlights
Chicago’s South Side, moving from
the barbershop to the roller rink

By Todd Burbo/A&E Editor

This  September, director
Malcolm D. Lee wants to prove
that there is more to Chicago’s
South Side than barbershops. He
hopes his upcoming film, Roll
Bounce, which shot throughout
the city in the summer of 2004,
will make as big of a splash as the
now-revered Ice Cube vehicle of
2002.

Roll Bounce tells the story of a
South Side roller-jam crew that is
forced into rival territories when
its local rink is shut down. Infused
with a 70s style and soundtrack,
the movie is unabashedly

upbeat—Though it would be hard
not to be upbeat when the focus is
on choreographed roller-jams.

Hoping to make a breakout per-
formance in the film is Brandon
T. Jackson, an accomplished 19-
year-old from suburban Detroit.
Now living in L.A., Jackson has a
busier schedule than the average
teenager. He's already established
his presence as a stand-up come-
dian, with performances at the
famous Apollo Theater in New
York, and on one for BET’s comic
review.

Although he has done extra
work in films such as 8 Mile, Roll
Bounce marks Jackson’s debut in
a featured role. He plays Junior,
providing the film’s laughs as the
cocky best friend of X, the film’s
lead, played by rapper/actor Bow
Wow. There is no doubt that
stand-up and acting are different
beasts, but director Lee helped
Jackson make the transition with
ease.

“Acting is different, but
Malcolm understands that. Being
a creative person, he can let you
g0,” Jackson said. “And if it’s not
funny, he’ll bring you back. He’s
a great director to work with. I'd
love to work with him again.”

While working with the direc-
tor turned out to be a pleasure, the
long days spent on skates were
less enjoyable for Jackson. After
enduring four weeks of roller
skate camp, the cast had to con-
tinue enduring life on wheels for
much of the production.

Above Somone says something shocking. Below Left: Rapper Bow Wow trades in his mic for some

bitchin’ headphones. Below; Apparently, Bow Wow's moves are impressive.

“It was kind of wack, waking
up at six in the moming and put-
ting on those skates,” Jackson
said.

Despite his lack of enthusiasm
for skating, Jackson said he took
to the wheels better than some
other cast members.

“Rick Gonzales sucked on
skates, so we wrote it into the
script that he was the worst one,”
Jackson said. “He is a great actor,
though.”

The skating was split between
actors and stunt doubles, which
amused Jackson.

“We did the upper body chore-
ography, but if you pause it, you
can see, ‘That’s not Brandon—
that’s a white guy,”” he said,
laughing.

Even if his acting career
blooms, Jackson has no intention
of forgetting comedy. He’s cur-
rently producing a stand-up tour,
called the Teens of Comedy,

which features comics from the
ages of 14 to 18. It seems that
Jackson can work off-screen as
well. He not only hand-picked the
talent for the tour, but also raised
the sponsorship money and

helped in planning. Of his split
career, he prefers comedian/actor

to rapper/actor any day of the
week.

“Everyone’s a rapper,” he said.
“You've got to get shot 15 times
to be a rapper; I don’t got time for
that. I’d rather stick to comedy.”

Roll Bounce hits theaters
September 23.

GET IN ON THE JOKE!
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“HANDS DOWN THE

FUNNIEST OF THE YEAR!
IT MAY BE THE FIRST

FEEL-GOOD MOVIE MADE
ouT oF FECAL MATTER"’

DAVID ANSEN, NEWSWEEK

“HOW MANY COMEDIANS

DOES IT TAKE TO SCREW
WITH AN UPTIGHT WORLD?”

JOE WILLIAMS, ST LOWRS POSFDISPATCH

“YOU'LL LAUGH TILL IT HURTS!

PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE
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ARISTOCRATS

A FILM BY PAUL PROVENZA AND PENN HLLETTE
NO NUDITY. NO VIOLENCE. UNSPEAKABLE OBSCENITY.
THIN FESE PENN JILLETTE & PAUL PROVENZA “THE ARISTOCRATS*
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www.thearistocrats.com
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Can’t afford gas? '

Fuel up on beer

Messenger-friendly bar infroduces
new promo: gas prices rise, beer
prices drop

By Hunter Clauss/Assistant A&E Editor

Through the end of October,
the Handlebar Bar and Grill,
2311 W. North Ave. will offer a
reason to drink away the gaso-
line blues. Introducing what they
call the “Inverse Petrol-O-Matic
Beer Pricing Scheme,” the
Handlebar will lower its price
for a pint of Goose Island 312
Urban Wheat Ale according to
how much gasoline prices go up
at the nearby Shell station at
Western and North avenues.

When the price of unleaded
gasoline hits $3 a gallon, the
price for a pint will drop to $3.
When gas prices hit $4, pints
will go down even lower to $2.
$5 gas means $1 pints, and if gas
reaches $6 a gallon, pints of
Goose Island 312 Urban Wheat
Ale will be free.

“A friend e-mailed me saying,
‘T can’t wait for [gas prices] to
get up to $7 or $8 a gallon so |
can quit my day job and hang out
at the bar,”” said Josh Deth, 30,
co-owner of the Handlebar,
which advocates bicycling and
provides racks in the back yard
for cyclists to park.

Deth doesn’t think it’s odd that
a bar promoting bicycling would
have such a promotion.

“Gas prices have become such
a public issue,” he said. “The
president’s talking about it. My
local alderman is talking about
it. The governor talks about it.
People are creating this crisis.”
Deth also pointed out that coun-
tries in Europe have been deal-
ing with high gas prices for some
time

“There’s a much higher rate of
bicycling, a much higher rate of

walking and use of public tran-
sit,” he said of European coun-
tries. “Bicycling, walking and
public transit are intertwined
with people’s use of a car. When
people stop using their cars and
start walking, they're much
healthier, and it’s better for our
neighborhoods. There are cars
and noise everywhere and [ wish
there was a lot less of it.”

Deth also commented on how
the new beer promotion touches
upon concerns of energy is con-
sumption

“There are a lot of people who
believe that our society has got-
ten close to reaching our peak
consumption of oil and we've
got nowhere to go but down,”
Deth said. “We really need to
work on decreasing our depend-
ency.”

Deth said business has been
good and many have found the
recent promotion amusing

“I think it’s ingenious,” said
Rob Sadowsky, executive direc-
tor of the Chicagoland Bicycling
Federation, a frequent Handlebar
visitor. “When I first heard word
of it, I first silently laughed, and
then [ laughed out loud.”

Sadowsky also thinks that the
rising gas prices have been
somewhat overdue. “Gas has
been under-priced since it has
been subsidized,” Sadowsky
said. “I see this as an equaliza-
tion of where the true price of
gas ought to be in order to cover
its cost. It's an opportunity for
people to utilize how they use
transportation.”

Others have been less excited.
Edward Mainville, 23, a fashion

Top: Actual handlebars. Above: The gas station that determines just how cheap your beer will
be. Below: The bar known as Handlebar.

design major at the Academy of
Technology and Design, views
the Handlebar’'s beer promotion
as just another gimmick.

“It’s a drink special,” he said
“I wouldn't go out of my way to
go there.”

Ted Goldenberg, 27, a fiction
writing major at Columbia,
laughed when he first heard of
the promotion but said, “It's
needless. I go there already.”

Others, however, see the drink
special in a different light.

“Tongue-in-cheek advertising

1s a fun way of pointing out
what's going on in the world,”
Sadowsky said. “For [the
Handlebar] it’s not just a way to
get people into their restaurant.
It's also a way of getting people
to think about what's going on
with gas prices. It's guerilla mar-
keting with a social conscious-
ness.”

Deth added that he isn’t wor-
ried about gasoline prices reach-
ing $7 or $8 a gallon. “All good
things must come to an end. I'm
sure we'll come up with some

new, snappy idea for the winter.”

Aside from the “Inverse
Petrol-O-Matic Beer Scheme,”
Mondays at the Handlebar are
Messenger Mondays. Bike mes-
sengers receive a free plate of
fries with valid messenger ID in
addition to $1.50 Pabst Blue
Ribbon tap beer. The promotion
will last through the month of
October.

Employees of the Shell station
on the comer of Western and
North Avenues declined to com-
ment for this article.
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‘The Washington Story’ shines
its spotlight on Chicago

Adam Langer relives the 1980s
in his new book

By Tiffany Breyne/Assistant A&E Editor

Readers searching for the perfect book to
conquer this fall can find an answer to their
prayers in Adam Langer’s novel, The
Washington Story. Set in West Rogers Park
and extending across the universe, The
Washington Story follows the characters
from Langer’s last book, Crossing
California, as they travel from 1982 to
1987. Langer, born and raised in West
Rogers Park, sets a promising and absorb-
ing scene at a time when the Super Bowl
Shuffle ruled the airwaves, Harold
Washington became Chicago’s first black
mayor and the Challenger space shuttle met
an untimely death and destruction. Langer
took some time during his book tour to dis-
cuss his latest endeavor with the Chronicle.
Chronicle: The Washington Story seems
to flow through the character’s lives as
though they’re based off people you
actually know.
Are these char-
acters based off
real people, or

purely from
your imagina-
tion?

Langer: It’s not
like a thinly
veiled autobiog-
raphy; it’s a

reflection of me,

Jjust not me specifically—there’s no charac-
ter you can look at and be like, that’s
Adam’s mom. You can liken it to my life as
a mirror— you can shatter it, and pick up a

piece ,and, yeah, it’s me. But when you put
it with another piece, it’s just someone sim-
ilar to me.

Is it necessary to read Crossing
California in order to understand the
characters and their relationships?

I had a very different goal and purpose in
writing [The Washingto Story]; the charac-
ters had just lived on in my mind. It can’t
hurt to read Crossing California, but I think
one can stand very well without the other.
Why did you choose to pick up where
Crossing California left off—why not
just start fresh with new characters?
This is gonna sound cheesy, but it’s not
always necessarily the author choosing
what the character does next; it’s the char-
acters choosing what they do. I was just
interested in the lives of these characters,
and interested in what happened next for

It's not always necessarily the
author choosing what the char-
acter does next, it’s the charac-
ters choosing what they do.

them. One of my purposes in writing
Crossing California was I wanted to look at
the divisions and boundaries in a very
small community. My interest in The

Washington  Story  was
opposite—I wanted to see

what happened when those
boundaries were crossed
into another world.

Parts of The Washington
Story take place in a time
period in which you were
attending college in New
York. Was this tough,
reliving a scene you did-
n’t experience?

Well I came back when
Harold Washington was
running for mayor to do
summer internships, so I
was very much there during
the period. There was less
research than you would
think, because that time is
still very fresh in my mind,
and all the characters and
places are fresh as well.
Why did you set these
books in Chicago, what is
it about your hometown
that suited these charac-
ters so well?

Chicago is a part of me; it’s
a part of my make-up, just
like being five-foot-eight-
inches tall is a part of me. If
I'm going to be writing
about that period of time,
Chicago is where I was, so
it makes sense. [Chicago] is
very alive to me, so it was
important for me to write about it.

On your website, you list the soundtrack
to each book that you write. How do you
come up with the songs, and are there
any songs you couldn’t get enough of
and vice versa?

I couldn’t even stand some of the songs
when I was listening to them. It’s true I lis-
tened to a lot of the music I thought the
characters would be listening to, but it’s not
necessarily music that I'm into. [ was very
happy when I could stop listening to music
that came out from 1984 to 1987. I'm sure
you can relate, but there are a just lot of key
instances in my life when I can pinpoint
what music I was listening to at the time.
What can readers expect next from you;

are there any projects you’re working on
now?

I am working on another continuation to
The Washington Story, but that’s not my
next book. The next one is very contempo-
rary and most of it is set in a small com-
munity in NYC, some of it in Chicago. The
new novel’s a different kind of contempo-
rary comedy; it will be somewhat of a
departure in that some of the issues are dif-
ferent.

Adam Langer will be in Chicago on Sept.
12 at the Harold Washington Library, 400
S. State St., at 5:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion on Langer and his books, visit his web-
site at www.adamlanger.com.

Solo:

South Loop finds
tasty comfort

continued from front page

offering Southwest flavor, opened April of
2004, only to shut down in November.
“Nine out of 10 restaurants usually fail in
their first year,” Humbrecht said.

Yashica Young serves up a scrumptous meal at Solo 1530.

Verros, who also ownsf a breakfast
restaurant in West Suburban Downer’s
Grove called Dali’s, is also quick to point
out that “it’s nine out of ten idiots who
fail.”

That’s not to say that Solo 1530 has
been trouble-free since the owners first
started working on it six months ago.
According to Verros, the original contrac-
tor died during the process, causing him to
repurchase many items and start over.
That being the biggest obstacle. Solo 1530

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

only has to work on fixing the new restau-
rant glitches, such as perfecting the menu,

“I wanted food that was upscale and
refined, but nothing pretentious,”
Humbrecht said. Aiming for a cross
between the suburbs and the city on its-
menu, Solo 1530 serves everything from
mac’'n’cheese to crab cake entrees.
Humbrecht said that it took a few
revisions perfect the menu, and even
more will be made in the future.
According to Humbrecht, a few
items are
already sched-
uled to be
removed, such
as the less popular
pork and tuna dishes.

The most popular
items on the menu are
Solo 1530's tilapia,
tangerine chicken and
chicken  lollipops.
These inventive and
tasty items give only
a peek of what this
restaurant has to
offer. Other delicious
items include the bar-
bequed shrimp,
chocolate mousse and
crab cakes that are
served as an appetiz-
er, entrée or sand-
wich.

Solo 1530 has not
forgotten about its
vegetarian customer,
either. Doug Smetko,
a server/bartender

and vegetarian, said there are plenty of
meat-free options. Smetko’s favorite
meals include the mac’n’'cheese, Pasta
Voo La La (minus the chicken) and the
Granny Smith salad. Smekto also said
Chef Humbrecht will make his best efforts
to accommodatecustomer’s needs.
Though the decor is classier than one

It's like an everyday
neighborhood joint. We
want to keep it simple.

might expect for a hangout, the menu is
reasonable, with prices averaging between
$10 and $15 for meals. Once the bar is
stocked, expect alcohol to be reasonably
priced, with beer at $4 and cocktails at $6.
Their wine list offers up a wide selection,
with a bottle costing anywhere from $30
to $210; glasses of wine are well-priced at
$s.

Solo 1530 is a rare gem in the South
Loop restaurant community, offering food
and drinks everyday as late as 2 a.m. Mark
Smith, another server/bartender at the
restaurant said it’s a good place to relax at
night and watch some sports on the TVs
above the bars.

Though Solo 1530 is advertised as a
comfortable hangout, college students
may fare better just going there for the
occasional get-together with friends or for
a quiet beer with the bartender and the TV
as company. No matter what the arrange-
ments, Solo 1530 is a great new addition
to the South Loop.
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Greenweedr’s blossoming
career sprouts new album

Chicago MC branches off the Family Tree
and solidifies his soul

By Tiffany Breyne/Assistant A&E Editor

Sitting across the table with his
long dreads pulled back, Mr.
Greenweedz flashes his brilliant
white smile as he describes how
as a kid, he knew that hip- hop
was what he wanted to do.

“I was into house music and
stuff, but my brother came home
in this jogging suit with this girl
Pinkie, and they were rapping
Run-DMC—I remember that
exact moment,” Greenweedz said.
“I was trying to find something to
do to get into entertainment, so [
quit baseball, everything, to start
rapping.”

Greenweedz, a Chicago based
MC, is scheduled to appear at the
HotHouse, 31 E. Balbo Drive, on
Sept. 17 for a release party of his
latest album, G-Strings, with pro-
ducer GRiot.

Mr. Greenweedz, also known as
Marcel A. Wilks to the ladies, grew
up on the West
Side of Chicago and had been rap-
ping for years when he joined the
groups he’s currently in, Family
Tree and Liquid Soul. Greenweedz
was participating in DanceAfrica

African-American arts and culture
produced by the Office of
Community Arts Partnerships at
Columbia—when he got a call
from Liquid Soul, which had
already built it’s reputation.

“I got that call, and Liquid Soul
doesn’t call just to say ‘hi,’”
Greenweedz said. They wanted
him to tour with their band. But
his first time playing with them,
he bombed.

“I went to this show and a ton
of people were there. Uma
Thurman was there. Not after Kill
Bill, but still, she was Uma. But I
went in sober, and | bombed.
They didn’t call again for a few
months after that,” Greenweedz
said.

The next time around, things
were different—Greenweedz
relaxed, had a beer or two, and did
his thing. From then on out, Mr.
Greenweedz has been the front-
man for Liquid Soul, which he
describes as “an acid-jazz band,
for lack of a better term.”
Greenweedz is a former Columbia
student 15 credits shy of finish-

“I plan on going back, but I tour
a lot. It's just bad timing right
now—I'm the frontman for
Liquid Soul and it’d be hard for
them to find a replacement,” he

With G-Strings dropping into
stores on Sept. 13, Mr
Greenweedz i1s also taking the
time to musically venture out on
his own.

think something erotic, and it is in
a way—it’s a double entendre,
“Greenweedz said. “[G-Strings]
has the oboe, violins, piano, even
a sitar.”

Straying from the hip hop of
Family Tree and the jazz of
Liquid Soul, Greenweedz discov-
ers a new musical style on the
album,

“With the new album I stepped
outside of [the two groups]. This
is melodic, it’s different subject
matter,” he said.

The new album began through a
series of trips Mr. Greenweedz
would take to Colorado during
tours. A visit to GRiot’s house in
Denver usually involved a record-
ing session and a slew of pro-
duced songs.

One and a half years later, an
album was made of these record-
ed songs, with a few changes.

“G.Riot, he’s an intricate cat,”
Greenweedz said. “I left him with
the songs, and he’d end up
fondling with them. He’d be
freakin® with it, making changes
that sometimes turned out posi-
tive, and sometimes not. But it’s
still music at the end of the day.”

Songs to look out for on the
new CD are “Rex Cortez,” with
its catchy lyrics; “Carlos
Cantaneda,” with its psychedelic
twist of thoughts; and “Moment
of Clarity,” with its sleepy bed-
time rhythm.

Catch Mr. Greenweedz with
Daily Plannet, Eulorhythmics and
Star People at HotHouse Sept. 17
at 11 p.m. The show is open to
those 21 and over and costs $10.
For more information on all of the
performing artists, check out

Chicago—a festival of African and  ing. said. “The title usually makes people ~www.allnaturalhiphop.com.
Minimum $5,000 (¢ s
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Crossword

ACROSS
1 Passes
5 College cheers
9 Works hard
14 Slangy OK
15 Needle case
16 “Enoch __"
17 Roving
residence
19 Peachy!
20 Peak coverage
21 __out(bea
couch potato)
23 “Ben-__"
24 Broadway flop
25 Wife of
Odysseus
27 Pancake topper
29 Mortar's
partner
30 Not yet!
31 Samovar
32 Convert into
charged
particles
36 Ginger __
37 Sellers of
foodstuffs
39 “My Gal __"
40 Busybodies
42 __ been had!
43 Those opposed
44 Fit to be served
46 Book after
Daniel
47 Pasta dishes
50 Bath powder
51 Mentally acute
52 Reef predator
53 John Singer or
Dick
56 Sacked out
58 “I'm Sorry”
singer
60 Outstanding!
61 Sty sound
62 Briny droplet
63 Class paper
64 Throws in
65 “NFL
PrimeTime"
channel

DOWN
1 Training rms.
2 Long period
3 “The Last
Hurrah" co-star
4 Lead to the door

1 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 |n 12 |13
14 ] 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22 23
24 25 26
27 |28 29
at 32 a3 34 35
36 37 38 3
© 41 e 43
r7 45 46
47 148 49 50 h
5 52 53 54 [55
E3 57 58|59
E 51 62
) &= 3
2005 Tribune Medla Services, Inc. 09/12/05

e
Al rights reserved.

5 Post-op program Solutions

6 Perched on
7 Buzz
8 Strainers
9 Citrus hybrids
10 Lode load
11 Potato type
12 Abate
13 Sleep sound
18 Canadian cops
22 Whole
25 Erasable writers
26 Actor Cariou
27 Influence
28 Eli's school
29 Paid sportsman
31 Bearlike
33 Type of triangle
34 Billy of “Titanic”
35 Lanchester or
Maxwell
37 Contraptions
38 Plumb or Arden
41 Sri Lankan crop
43 Hamilton, NY
school
45 Panama
currency unit
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46 Difficult 53 Dispatch
47 Director 54 Type of
Hallstrom tide
48 Grade over max 55 Gull relative
49 Stairs 57 Ammo for a
50 Armored shooter
vehicles 59 Free (of)

[0 the nines

fashion@columbic

Salena Retsos is a
fortunate soul who
doesn’t think too much
about her image, but
just happens to lo_ok
put- together and fash~

ready in.the mMorning.
Urban Outfitters,
Hollister and Shred
Shop in Skokie (where
she also works) are
some of her favorite
stores, and she cites
British actress Keira
Knightly as her fashion
icon.

Photo By Eric Davis/The Chronicle

Out of My Head

by Scotty Carison

F WHERE'S SCOTT? 1 THOUGHT
HE HAD A HOT DATE TONIGHT...

HE DOES. T LEFT HIM !

I'M SURE THAT MUST HAVE
BEEN A PLEASANT EXPERIENCE.

NO KIDDING! T'VE NEVER
MET ANYONE SO DEAD
CLOTHES!

SET A&AINST BUYING
BRAND NAME

copyright scott carlson 2005

+* www.cafepress.com/thepoof

SINCE HIGH SCHOOL, SCOTT'S
BEEN VIOLENTLY OPPOSED TO
BEING PART OF A CROWD. T'LL
BET HE'S JUST TRYING REAL

HARD TO BE AN OUTSIDER.

inr!.
N

THIS 1S PERHAPS OUR FINEST
SHIRT, PRICED AT ONLY $200,

200 BUCKS?! TF

IT ISN'T MADE OUT
OF VIRGINS, I'M
NOT INTERESTED!

bhoroscopes

bg Alicia Dorr

fg'g::hz Aries (March 21 — April 20): Research synchronized swimming this week.
% Trust me—it will get you out of a tight spot someday.

Taurus (April 21 — May 21): Wild turkeys will chase you down, forcing you to
take refuge on a neighbor’s giant trampoline. Those things are vicious.

~ Gemini (May 22 — June 21): A flattering sweater you're wearing, darling.
1 Fashionable indeed.

Cancer (June 22 — July 23): Stop saying “*Ain’t’ ain’t in the dictionary!” and
thinking you're a clever literary type. It is in the damn dictionary, and you are
S starting to look like an idiot.

f Leo (July 24 — Aug. 23): The person next to you just farted, and it’s pretty
¥ nasty. You should tell them, okay? We're all suffering.

Virgo (Aug. 24 — Sept. 23): Several odd mishaps and strange encounters with
street people today will lead you to ask yourself, “Why on earth did I get this
tattoo of a granola bar on my arm?”

&3 Libra (Sept. 24 — Oct. 23): Only a pizza puff can save you now.

Scorpio (Oct. 24 — Nov. 22): Fall asleep in class one more time and I'll box
your ears for you.

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 — Dec. 21): The object of your affection absolutely
adores you. ... Wait, I'm sorry, I don’t really know that, but you just looked

kind of down.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): Don’t buy a guitar this week. You may be
thinking, “That’s a stupid horoscope. I wasn’t going to buy a guitar, anyway.”
But you don’t know your weakness for coupons like I do,

2
@

LS. Pisces (Feb. 20 — Mar. 20): You're never going to get a real horoscope, you
% know. By the time I write yours I'm spent. This week read—,I don’t know-—a
2.7

Aquarius (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Fat Albert really isn’t cool enough to wear that
shirt, dude. Webster, maybe, but not Fat Albert.

textbook for class.
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Unlimited SpeedTalk Minutes
* 1000 Anytime Minutes
*» $49.95 per month
* AOL" Instant Messenger” service — FREE Trial
*Buy 1 and getup to 3

LG UX4750 phones FREE

(with 2-year contracts and mail-in rebates)

Ood

LG UX4750

7R US Cellular

1-BBB-BUY-USCC « GETUSC.COM
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Not just for
the film kids.

You dont have to be a film and

 anicn se in between covered with
special student discounts, an on

- campus demo store and resident
Apple specialist, not to mention all
thetoolsyouneedto createchange.

Buy a qualifying Mac before September
24th and get a free iPod mini.

And look for the brand new iPod Nano, the
new and impossibly small iPod ($179)

The Apple Store at Columbia
33 East Congress Parkway
312.344.8622
www.colum.edu/applestore

iPod Nano
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The lessons of the Ryan trial

s Mayor Richard M.
ADa!cy continues to

deny his involve-
ment in the corruption at
Chicago’s City Hall, he may
want to pay close attention
when a former Illinois
politician, who also denied
similar knowledge of mis-
managing our tax money,
heads to court this week.

After a six-and-a-half
month delay, the trial of for-
mer one-term, Republican
Gov. George H. Ryan and
lobbyist  friend  Larry
Warner begins this week,
marking a climactic
moment in the eight-year-
old Operation Safe Road
investigation.

Ryan, 71, faces charges
of corruption dating to
when he was Illinois secre-
tary of state from 1991 to
1999, making him the sixth
of 40 Illinois governors to
face criminal charges.

While the Land of
Lincoln has a national repu-
tation for such political
scandals, Ryan’s case will
be both a definitive test of
his legacy and another
reminder of our public trust
being abused.

After declaring a morato-
rium on executions in 2000
as well as commuting the
death sentences of all 156
inmates on death row in
January 2003, Ryan earmned
strong supporters in the
capital punishment debate
who called for his nomina-
tion for the Nobel Peace
Prize.

But Ryan’s time in office
was constantly shadowed

by the fiery 1994 crash that
killed the six children of the
Rev. Scott and Janet Willis.
The trucker who caused the
crash had paid a bribe to get
a license from Ryan's
office, leading to a sweep-
ing federal investigation.

As a result, the U.S. attor-
ney’s office charged Ryan
with racketeering, mail
fraud, false statements,
income tax fraud and filing
false federal tax returns.

Additionally, Ryan is
accused of using secretary
of state workers to do cam-
paign work on state time
and accepting annual vaca-
tion benefits for trips to
Jamaica and California.

However, Ryan was able
to get the trial delayed so he
could be represented by for-
mer U.S. attorney Daniel
Webb, the defense lawyer
of national prominence,
who has represented such
giants as Microsoft,
General Electric and the
New York Stock Exchange.

Webb is emphasizing
three themes for his
defense: The prosecution
has no witnesses to direct
bribery; Ryan owns a “mod-
est” Kankakee home; and
the former governor has a
staunch stance on the death
penalty.

Ryan’s capital punish-
ment decision hardly seems
to relate to this case, which
is why it was encouraging
when U.S. District Judge
Rebecca Pallmeyer ruled,
“The court sees no mean-
ingful relationship between
Ryan's decisions regarding

the death penalty and the
offense conduct with which
he is charged here.”

The timing of Ryan’s cap-
ital punishment decision
certainly makes it appear
that he was hoping to dodge
scandal. Prosecutors have
stated they plan to inform
the jury of Ryan’s earnings
from lectures following the
death row deal, especially
since that money could
have gone a long way
toward his defense.

Ryan's defense team
gained a major advantage
by originally getting
Pallmeyer to set a March
date for the trial before
pleading for a new date
when a Webb case for
Phillip Morris ran longer
than expected.

With the planning of the
original date, however,
prosecutors turned over
defense witness lists and
laid out the government’s
case. Ryan's defense has
now had nine months to
prepare its own.

In December 2003, after
Ryan became the 66th per-
son charged in the investi-
gation, the U.S. attorney for
the Northern District of
Illinois said, “Basically, the
state of Illinois was for
sale.”

That attorney was Patrick
J. Fitzgerald, who now
finds himself working his
way through scandals in
Chicago. If his federal case
against Ryan sends a cor-
rupt politician to prison, we
can hardly wait to see what
he turns up next.

This time books, next time

he wear and tear that
occurs with any piece
of real estate as it ages
is as inevitable as the dete-
rioration of automobiles,
highways or even human
beings over the course of
time. And considering
Columbia’s campus con-
sists of a number of build-
ings with historical signifi-
cance to the city of
Chicago, it's not surprising
that applies to some of the
structures in the South Loop
as well
T'his fact of life was evi-
dent in the recent flood on
the fifth floor of the library
in the South Campus
Building, 624 S. Michigan

Ave. Unfortunately, some
170 books, valued at
51,865, were destroyed

when water steadily leaked

the school scrambling to
replace some texts that stu-
dents will need this semes-
ter.

We are fortunate enough
to have a collection of
books in our library that is
both unique and valuable.

The five floors of
resources offered are often
taken for granted by stu-
dents, and in turn,
Columbia should ensure
that there is no shortage of
options to protect all of
these matenals

Certainly, no one 15 to
blame (since the library was
closed when the incident
occurred). Not to be para-
noid, but we hope that if the
pipes in the South Campus
Building really could as
Mike Debish, associate vice
president of facilities and

the fifth floor has no reason
to worry for another hun-
dred years or so, but that
still leaves 13 others in
question.

While it would be noth-
ing short of impossible to
determine the state of all
the pipelines  running
through the South Campus
Building, and outrageously
expensive to attempt such a
project, it would be com-
forting if Columbia took
additional steps to protect
the other items it has invest-
ed in on those floors
including thousands of dol-
lars in audio and video
cquipment that stores stu-
dent work that could be
priceless,

Yes, there's the possibili-
ty that the flood in the
library was an isolated inci
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Lower-class genocide on the Bayou Roamin’
By Derek Strum levels with far more limited stupid, too stubbomn, to get out of supervision failures with Katrina Numerals

commentary Editor

In July 2004, President Bush
delivered a speech at the Oak
Ridge National Laboratory in Oak
Ridge, Tenn., in which he used the
phrase “and America is safer” no
fewer than six times. The seventh
and final time, he modified the
statement by saying, “and America
and the world are safer.” The
crowd responded with applause
each time.

If there’s one thing the Bush
administration has proven to be
great at, it’s public relations.
Things like accountability and
competence, however, don’t seem
to be its strong suit. Which should
only make the task of explaining
the federal government’s complete
failure in preparing for, and
responding to, Hurricane Katrina
all the more monumental a task.
The disastrous reaction to the crisis
on the Gulf Coast was nothing but
unacceptable, considering we have
been led to believe that the past
four years have been spent trying
to ensure that this nation would be
ready if another catastrophe
occurred on our soil.

Instead, it was Harry Connick Jr.
arriving in New Orleans before the
Federal Emergency Management

, Agency. Considering that the dam-

age caused by a hurricane can and
should be anticipated, that makes
this whole sorry episode inexcus-
able.

Despite press secretary Scott
McClellan’s comments on Sept. 1
that “this is not a time for finger-
pointing or playing politics,” that
rule apparently doesn’t apply to
those who should be held most
responsible. Watching Sen. David
Vitter and Rep. Charles W.
Boustany, both Republicans from
Louisiana, retract their earlier criti-
cisms of federal efforts, only to
pass blame on to the state and local

resources, was bad enough. The
heartless notion that the victims
sealed their own fate shows just
how little shame some right-wing
pundits have.

Katrina ripped apart New
Orleans and, with it, the notion of a
fun-loving party city filled with
drunken girls flashing breasts for
party beads. Instead, looting and
lawlessness furthered a stereotype
that sees impoverished blacks as
synonymous with violence.

Katrina's way. No view could be
more twisted.

If anything, it seems that those
left in charge of organizing the
relief effort were the ones who
were stupid and stubborn. The
Associated Press reported that
Brown waited nearly five hours
after the hurricane made landfall
on Aug. 29 before seeking
approval from Homeland Security
Secretary Mike Chertoff to send
1,000 employees to the area.

A withered dog roams the deserted, waterlogged I-610 high-
way in New Orleans, Sept. 7. Animals were forbidden during
the evacuations before the hurricane hit, and those that sur-
vived have to fend for themselves.

As media outlets aired the pleas
for food, water and medicine,
FEMA chief Michael Brown
explained the death toll that could
go into the thousands by telling
CNN, “Unfortunately, that’s going
to be attributable a lot to people
who did not heed the evacuation
wamnings. And I don’t make judg-
ments about why people choose
not to evacuate.”

But the statement in itself was a
judgment: It wasn’t that some resi-
dents caught in the storm’s path
were too poor, too old or too ill to
leave; rather, they were just too

Of course, Brown likely needed
help figuring out how to orches-
trate a response since he had no
experience in emergency manage-
ment. Before coming into the Bush
administration as a deputy director
for FEMA in 2001, Brown had
spent 11 years at the International
Arabian Horse Association as the
commissioner of judges and stew-
ards. According to the Boston
Herald, he “was forced out of the
position after a spate of lawsuits
over alleged supervision failures,”
although “an old college friend”
got him the job at FEMA. Now his

have forced him out of heading the
hurricane relief.

The lethargic federal reaction to
Katrina was only topped by the
complete mismanagement of the
men and resources available. The
Salt Lake Tribune reported that
roughly 1,000 firefighters who
were assembled from throughout
the United States by FEMA ended
up being community-relations offi-
cers for the agency rather than
emergency workers. Amving in
Atlanta, the group found itself
watching New Orleans Mayor Ray
Nagin on television in a Sheraton
Hotel conference room.

According to the Tribune, one
group of 50 firefighters was rushed
off to Louisiana for a very umpor-
tant assignment: “[S]tand beside
President Bush as he tours devas-
tated areas.”

Under any other presidential
administration, the ineptitude sur-
rounding this catastrophic event
would certainly result in depart-
ment heads losing their jobs. And
now the question is whether the
Bush administration will finally be
pressured into being held account-
able, and rightly so.

As Aaron Broussard, president
of Jefferson Parish in the New
Orleans area, told CBS, “Take
whatever idiot they have at the top
of whatever agency and give me a
better idiot. Give me a caring idiot.
Give me a sensitive idiot. Just
don’t give me the same idiot.”

A tragedy is a tragedy all the
same, but there is no denying that
the images of New Orleans broad-
cast by the networks brought the
pain of 9/11 rushing back. There
was an equal sense of helplessness
we shared in watching those two
stories play out.

However, seeing Katrina’s after-
math slowly unfold makes us ques-
tion if America is only safer for
certain social classes.

A generation in need of a ‘Mailer’

By Josh Kantarski
Associate Editor

We need a new Norman Mailer.

Arecent profile in Rolling Stone
of the 82-year-old, Brooklyn-born,
Harvard-bred writer-polemicist-
philosopher-critic-egomaniac tells
us—aus being a generation likely to
know little about the rabble
rouser—that Mailer is beginning to
buckle under the weight of arthri-
tis, and he’s given up hope of writ-
ing the great American novel.

Essentially, Mailer’s time is
drawing to an end.

But for now, he is still going
strong, and, love him or hate him
(and many have chosen one side or
the other, or even both during his
Ulustrious career in the national
spotlight), we still need him

The novels of Mailer, a two-time
Pulitzer Prize winner, have been
ambitious (and oftentimes enor-
mous), to say the least. He, along
with Tom Wolfe, managed to
change the course of American
Joumnalism, and, in effect, how we

| view fiction and its role, with his

1

novels The Executioner s Song and

The Armies of the Night. Along
with those novels, and more than
20 others, Mailer has written criti-
cisms, bantered with bureaucrats
and engaged in the fiercest of late
night, nationally-televised debates
with polemicists on both sides of
the political spectrum in hopes of
contributing to the public con-
sciousness through discourse and
argument.

Yet maybe what’s most impor-
tant to Mailer and, ultimately, us is
his relentlessness. He has never
stopped, never given up despite his
drug abuse, run-ins with the law or
age. Recently, Mailer—known for
being a gadfly at the ear of bureau-
crats—wrote a scathing, 128-page
jeremiad titled Why are we at
War?, condemning certain neo-
conservative architects of the war
in Iraq for the current quagmire.

Regardless of his rather large
ego (which tends to rival some of
his novels in size), we still need
Mailer around to tell us where
we're going, to show us where
we've been and to caution us on
the pitfalls of the future.

But when he’s gone, someone

will need to take his place.

Now, more than ever, as our cul-
ture of fear continues to grow and
be manipulated by color-coordi-
nated terror alerts and lofty “with
us or against us” rhetoric, we need
a Mailer around, equipped with
both the high-minded gravitas and
incisive ear for the absurd that is
essential 1o the role of a cultural
gatekeeper.

Then, ultimately, one must ask:
Who will keep us, and our political
figures, on our toes when Mailer is
gone? Will it be a partisan Jon
Stewart or Ann Coulter, given to
tendentious squabbling, rooting for
one team over the other?

Or will it be a Michael Moore
figure, equipped with a medium
(film) that can reach and educate
the masses? Or could it be another
writer of moral clarity and certi-
tude, someone with the likes of a
Mailer or an Arthur Miller?

The truth 1s, there will never be
another Norman Mailer—perfectly
rolled into one short, impetuous
kid from Brooklyn who was, and
1s, equally at home wrnting about
the dizzying celebrity of Cassius

Clay and Marilyn Monroe as with
re-writing the language of the
apostles as he did in his 1998
novel, The Gospel According to
the Son.

When Mailer is gone, provided
that we remain alert and con-
tentious, we will have to pick and
choose our gadflies by who buzzes
so insistently, and incessantly, at
the ear of those in charge.

Maybe a lack of political tumult
and unrest over the last 25 years (in
contrast to Mailer’s heyday of the
’60s and ’70s) has left us indolent,
with a bunch of mini-Mailers left
to fight small, specialized battles.
Maybe those full of piss and vine-
gar, paired with a fervent intellect
and trenchant tongue, are long
gone.

Then again, maybe someone is
waiting in the wings, hoping to get
their shot, with a wom copy of
some Mailer-penned diatribe in
their back pocket, and the airy
excitement that those angry lines
created in the back of his or her
mind years before, bristling, ready
to take on anyone, anywhere.

Just like Norman.
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$110 million

Expected profit made
daily by ExxonMobil
this quarter, more net
income than any com-
pany has ever made in
a given time period.

74

Number of ringworm-
infested cats found
living inside the
motorhome of 38-year-
old Alexis Binns in
Loveland, Colo., on
Sept. 1. Larimer
County sheriff’s
deputies had noticed a
suspicious odor coming
from the RV.

83

Number of prior
convictions Dusty
Simmons had before
being sentenced to 30
years in prison on Sept.
9. Simmons, 45, set fire
to a civic leader’s home
because new residents
in her Florida
neighborhood were
hurting the street pros-
titution and drug trades.

Choice Cuts

“It was obvious the
alleged victim did not
think we were going to
be tenacious enough to
recover the safe.”

Detective Lt. Mike
Gierke of Delta County,
Mich., commenting on a

200-pound safe recov-
ered Sept. 7 following
the arrest of 21-year-old
Joseph Henderson. The
Bark River man who
reported the safe stolen
in August now may face
charges after sheriff’s
deputies asked him to
open it, revealing not the
only items he had
described, but also near-
ly one pound of
marijuana and $500 in
cash.
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Allow us to introdince ourselves. ..

[CISPACES

The [C]Spaces are common areas where students can interact, relax, and socialize with fellow students. [C]Spaces plans and promotes
nearly three dozen gallery exhibitions each year, as well as fiction and poetry readings, film and video screenings, music, theater and
dance performances, most of which showcase student work to the public.

GLASS CURTAIN GALLERY B @

1104 S. Wabash, 1st Floor « 312.344 6650 Bl callery 8 Wireless access
Located in the South Loop in the historic Ludington building, the Glass Curtain Gallery's 2,200 square-foot space §Sludymea (D[C]Spacea staff available
welcomes professional artists, Columbia College resident artists, students, and alumni to exhibit a variety of & Performance Space ®/Dining

contemporary media The gallery also hosts performance workshops and visiting artist lectures, all to enhance dialogue
essential to the development and growth within the arts

ﬁ;Compuler lab

HOKIN CENTER B 2T (D@l

623 S. Wabash, 1st Floor « 312.344.7188

In its fifteen years, the Myron Hokin Student Center has earned its reputation on campus as the heart of Columbia College. The center's facilities, the Hokin Gallery, Hokin Annex and Hokin
Annex Gallery, offer a variety of performance, exhibit, and event opportunities for students to showcase a wide range of work

€33 GALLERY BSW

33 E. Congress , 1st Floor » 312.344.7188

Located on the ground floor of 33 E Congress, this gallery's prime location with high street visibility provides an exciting opportunity to showcase student work as well as the work of
international, national, and local community artists

HERMANN D. CONAWAY CENTER & L1 ¢® D 1®

1104 S. Wabash Ave., 1st Floor « 312 344 6650

The Conaway Center's activities and programs are designed to enhance social, cultural, and intellectual growth among Columbia students, as well as promote social interaction with faculty,
staff and the community at large This newly-renovated multimedia facility is equipped with a movable stage and a state of the art lighting and audio-visual system for both student and

professional use

Columbia & ] (55

SPACES
C O L L E G E c H I C A G 0 THE STUDENT CENTERS AND GALLERIES OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO
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[CISPACES FALL SCHEDULE

LEARN MORE AT HTTP://CSPACES.COLUM.EDU

HOKIN GALLERY & HOKIN ANNEX
623 S. WABASH AVENUE
HOURS: 9 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY

13th Annual [C]Spaces Honors Exhibition
August 29—October 7, 2005
Reception: September 15, 5-7pm

Awards Ceremony: 5:45

The 13th Annual [C]Spaces Honors Exhibition (formerly Hokin Honors),
features students of outstanding artistic achievement in all fine art
media (installation, painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking, collage,
etc ), photography, fashion, graphic design, film and video, and

television

C33 GALLERY 33 E. CONGRESS AVENUE
HOURS: 9 AM - 7 PM MONDAY - THURSDAY AND 9 AM - 5 PM ON FRIDAY

Tecnolbgica

adj. Having to do with, or related to technology, Perteneciente o relativo

a la tecnologia

August 29—September 30, 2005

Tecnolégica 1s an exhibition of video, installation, video performance,
sound art, digital prints, and other new media works by Latina artists
The new media works in this exhibition explore ideas of identity In a
constantly shifting 21st Century society that 1s mediated by technology
Participating Artists

Amanda Gutiérrez, Jessica Hereman, Claudia Lozano-Alberg, Elvia

Rodriguez-Ochoa, Edra Soto

GLASS CURTAIN GALLERY 1104 S. WABASH AVENUE
HOURS: 10 AM - 5 PM TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY AND 10 AM
-7 PM ON MON & THUR

Visual Constructions: Photography by international alumni

September 1 - October 14, 2005

Anni Holm, Masaru Nakamoto, Camila Olarte

An international exhibition primarily exploring the medium of digital
photography through the works of Columbia College Chicago alumni
Anni Holm (Denmark), Masaru Nakamoto (Japan). and Camila Olarte

(Colombia) Curated by Greg Weiss

Detail of Untitled by Kristin Casey, part of the 2005 [C]Spaces Honors Exhibition
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Governor
loses fight
to keep jets
in state

Judge relies on 1994
decision for ruling
AP

A federal judge on Sept. 6 dis-
missed Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s
lawsuit aimed at stopping the mil-
itary from moving fighter jets
from Illinois to Indiana.

Judge Jeanne Scott rehied on a
1994 U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion in ruling that Illinois had suf-
fered no economic loss because a
federal commission's recommen-
dation to move 15 F-16s to a base
in Fort Wayne is not final.

In a statement, Blagojevich said
the “battle to do what is nght for
Illinois and our country is certain-
ly not over.” but a spokesman said
aides had not yet decided on the
next step.

The Democratic  governor
argued that the 183rd Fighter Wing
could not be relocated without his
permission because it is part of the
state militia he controls. He asked
Scott to 1ssue a temporary restrain-
ing order to keep the Base Closure
and Realignment Commission
from sending its report to President
Bush. The report was due by Sept.
g

Illinoss officials say moving the
jets will cost Springfield 185 full-
time job, 452 part-time positions
and jeopardize the security of
nuclear plants, Mississipp1 River

AP

Gov. Blagojevich's recent
demand that fighter jets remain
in llinois was turned down.

locks and dams.

“Throughout this entire process,
the Pentagon and the BRAC
Commission has conveniently
ignored the facts, but we are mak-
ing sure they can't ignore the
law,” Blagojevich said in the
statement

Scott pointed out that Bush
must approve or reject the recom-
mendations, and 1if approved,
Congress must weigh in, so the
recommendations do not decide
the issue of the Springfield jets

Blagojevich would have stand-
ing to file a lawsuit only if he
could show an injury that is not
“conjectural or hypothetical,”
Scott wrote in her 10-page ruling.

“The governor's allegations fail
to demonstrate that the secretary
of Defense

or the commission have injured
him, or will injure him, by making
(hEhL’ tentative [l’.‘COIT]I’I]L‘ﬂd(i-
tions,” Scott wrote

She dismissed court arguments
by the Illinois attorney general’s
office that the governor's legal
rights were abndged when federal
officials excluded him from
deciding what will happen to the
unit

Court finds city patronage in
opposition to decades-old decree

Two of Mayor Daley’s
former officials under
federal indictment

AP

Chicago officials have been
basing hiring decisions on politi-
cal clout and not merits, defying a
court-ordered ban on patronage
employment, a federal monitor
said Sept. 6.

Court-appointed monitor
Noelle Brennan urged sweeping
changes at City Hall, including
requiring top officials to swear
under penalty of perjury that hir-
ings aren’t based on politics.

Brennan made the recommen-
dations in an 11-page report to
U.S. District Judge Wayne R.
Andersen on how to enforce the
decades-old Shakman decree that
bans the use of patronage.

“We did find that the city has
been substantially noncompliant
with the Shakman Decree for a
significant period of time,”
Brennan said in delivering the
report to Andersen.

Brennan's conclusions rein-
forced the already widespread
belief that the 1983 decree issued
in a lawsuit brought by attommey
Michael Shakman has been violat-
ed almost since its inception.

Daley's former patronage chief,
Robert Sonch, and another former
city official, Patrick Slattery, are
under federal indictment in an 18-
month federal investigation of hir-
ing abuses.

Brennan’s report brought imme-
diate praise from city Corporation
Counsel Mara Georges, who

promised to continue to work with
the court-appointed monitor and
help her to get information.

“We are there to facilitate the
process and give her whatever
information ~ she  requires,”
Georges said. But in response to
questions from reporters she said
that the city would continue with
its effort to have a federal appeals
court overturn the Shakman
decree.

“That case is just a strong as it
ever was,” Georges told reporters.

Shakman, himself, said the pre-
liminary report was “a very good
first step at
addressing how to
eliminate the cul-
ture of corruption
and clout in city
hinng and promo-
tion practices.”

Andersen  said
he wants fast
progress on mak-
ing changes in the
way the city does

its  hiring and
asked both
Brennan and

Georges to be back

next month to
update him on the
process.

The wuse of

patronage in city
hiring and promo-
tions has been at
the heart of the
so-called
Chicago
Democratic

Machine for decades. Numerous
precinct captains who get out the
vote for the regular Democratic
organization on Election Day have
jobs on the city payroll.

In recent years, City Hall
watchers have said that money to
pay for television advertising has
become much more important in
winning elections than such door-
bell-ringing foot soldiers.

But recent court hearings have
made it plain that political officials
still place a high premium on get-
ting jobs for those who tum out
the vote.

AP

Mayor Daley, along with former patronage
chief Robert Sorich and city offical Patrick
Slattery, have come under fire by the federal
government for hiring abuses
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Browsing around

Jan Barishman (far right), owner of Findings of Geneva Antiques, shows off a vase from
a sales stand in front of the Wrigley Building, 400 N. Michigan Ave., on Sept. 9.

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

Scooter:
Two wheels
becoming trendy

more diverse.

“The audience is so varied now
that just about everybody seems to
be purchasing scooters,” Kay said.
“I have men in their 60’s and girls
in their teens.”

The average age of scooter buy-
ers in 1990 was 26 years old, and
almost half of those buyers were
students, according to MIC. By
2004 the average age increased to
46 years old, with more than half
of the buyers being married.

“It’s a different crowd now,”
Christofano said. “Before you had
a lot more ‘scenesters’ but now it’s

become much more of a vehicle
than a play toy, which makes them
appealing to everybody.”

One of the biggest benefits for
consumers in the market is the
warranties that come with scoot-
ers. Stella and TN'G each come
with a one-year warranty, while
Kymco has a two-year warranty.

Warranties give people the men-
tality they don’t have to worry
about upkeep expenses for at least
a few years, Christofano said.

As for people who purchase
used scooters, Scooterworks USA
also services Stella and Kymco
scooters while operating a mail
order catalog that has the largest
stock of vintage Vespa parts in
North America.

The market started picking up in
the United States once Vespa man-
ufacturer Piaggio reentered the

market back in 2000, according to
Kay.

“It was a close-minded market
up until that point,” Kay said.
“People were thinking of the
Vespa as something from the 60s”

Larger distribution, model sizes,
dealerships and reasonable prices
have helped get people out of that
mindset, Kay said.

Scooters with fewer than 50
cubic centimeters cost between
$700 and $900. Larger models, 50
cubic centimeters and up, range
from $2,000 to $6,000. The most
popular models are priced at just
over $3,000 and include tax, title
and registration.

“Every scooter has its own per-
sonality just like its owner,”
Christofano said. “I hope people
see that and we get more scooters
onto the road.”

THE BENEFITS OF USED TEXTBOOKS.

THE WISDOM OF RIDING THE COATTAILS OF THOSE WHO'VE COME BEFORE.

L [epesits are FUIC Insured

COLLEGE SURVIVAL Tip

Allow us to make a case for used textbooks. They offer you the highlighted and
underlined wisdom (assuming they actually passed the class) of those who've come before
From pithy insights to racy doodles, it’s a ﬁult added value for your education dollar.
Here's another useful tip to help you save a litde in school: Free Checking from
Washington Mutual. There's no minimum rmlnm'c required to avord a monthly service charge and
it’s free to sign up for a Visa® Check Card. Plus there’s free online bill pay .IVIIjKII)iL‘ at wamu.com.

Along with the books of a Dean's-Lister, Free Checking from Washington Mutual
is all you really need ro skim through school in style. For more information, visit your local
Washington Murtual Financial Center or call 1-800-788-7000.

FREE CHECKING WITH NO MONTHLY FEE

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR BALANCE

—

m Washington Mutual

Books:
Raising campus
awareness

institutions.

These points are where advo-
cates for American publishers
take issue. The Association of
American Publishers criticized
the GAO report in letters that it
made public regarding the inac-
curacy of the figures in the orig-
inal and revised reports. Bruce
Hildebrand, executive director
for higher education for AAP,
argues that including those fig-
ures inaccurately inflates the
numbers because publishers do
not make supplies.

“The basic point being left out
of this conversation is the needs
of the students,” Hildebrand
said. “Professors choose the
books and the supplies that they
think will best help them teach
the course and teach the stu-
dents.”

Winick agrees that the actual
price of textbooks is not the
greatest concern for professors,
but not that this is an argument
on the side of the publishers. The
idea behind the initiative is that
professors do not have the wide
array of choices that publishers
claim, and students are the ones
who suffer. Hildebrand counters
that professors are not “impulse
buyers,” often spending years to
decide what books to use.

A concerned party that has not
been heard from much in the
midst of this debate, however, is
the professors. Keith Green, a
history professor at Columbia,
the University of Illinois at
Chicago, Roosevelt University
and the Illinois Institute of
Technology, does not require
texts for any of his classes.
Textbooks, he said, are a good
idea in theory, but do not work
for education.

“Textbooks are too expensive
and they are a scam, because
every couple of years they churn
out another new edition and the
changes between editions are
minimal,” Green said. “They are

at best useful as supplementary
material.”

The cost of “bundling” text-
books is especially controver-
sial. CD-ROMs, Internet
resources and other materials
that are shrink-wrapped with
textbooks have become a com-
mon sight in college bookstores.
Quinn and others take issue with
bundling on new books, saying
that the inclusion of unnecessary
supplements drives up the price
of books. The Public Interest
Research Group study, “Ripoff
101: 2nd Edition,” found that
more than 50 percent of bundled
books were not available without
the extra materials, another con-
tention that AAP disagrees with.

“The majority if not all of the
price of supplemental materials
that are in bundles go into the
price of the new textbook,”
Hildebrand said. “The objective
[of initiatives like Quinn’s] is to
enable students to buy used
books, which publishers receive
zero of the revenue from.”

Therein lies the problem when
an issue like this goes to law-
makers. Publishers site prece-
dents that encourage this is pick-
ing on publishers, a potential
violation of the Constitution.
While this initiative is not far
enough off the ground to come
to this point, Winick is skeptical.

“Publishers take a biased
approach to begin with,” Winick
said.

Winick pointed out that
Illinois has the fifth-most col-
leges and universities in the
country, and he would “be sur-
prised if [publishers] gave up on
them.” Hildebrand said that pro-
fessors are fixing the problem
themselves, increasingly order-
ing cheaper editions or e-books
instead of traditional books.

Green proves that there are
professors out there who are
looking at the needs of the stu-
dents from a totally different
perspective.

“[Textbooks] inundate you
with information that you won’t
remember anyway,” Green said.
“The deluge of information I
give you in lectures is quite
enough.”

Eric Davis/The Chronicle

Christy Coco, manager at Books in the City, 545 S. State St,,
rings up a book purchase for Sapana Kabaria's, a freshman at
DePaul University, on Sept. 8. The store is an alternative to
college bookstores for neighborhood students.
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Join the
Columbia College Chicago

drive for victims of
Hurricane Katrina

Donate new school supplies,

and college.

Look for collection boxes

this week in the lobbies of all
Columbia buildings. Items will
be packed in book bags and
distributed to those in need.

Sponsored by

The Early Childhood Education Program,
The Interactive Arts and Media Department,
The Office of the Provost, and

The Columbia Chronicle.

Columbia &

COLLEGE CHICAGDO

toiletries, and books appropriate
for students in middle school
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Closure of Rain Dog Cafe
creates space for local artist

Change comes again
to Michigan Avenue’s
historic Fine Arts
Building Arts Building

By James Ewert
Assistant City Beat Editor

If anyone is wondering what
happened to the Rain Dog Cafe,
formally located at 404 S

Michigan Ave., join the club.
What happened to the, local cafe

and used bookstore, formerly
housed i the historic Chicago Fine
Arts Building, is even a mystery to
the owner of the building.

Without much notice, Rain Dog
Cafe and the cafe’s owner, Rick
Vokoun, up and left, leaving behind
not only a valuable storefront loca-
tion but a trail of questions that the
owner of the Fine Arts Building,
Bob Berger, was unable to answer.

“I have no knowledge—I'm just
as surprised as everyone else is. We
are digging into it,” Berger said

Erin Mash/The Chronicie

Local artist Marc Rubin stands in front of his artwork during the
remodeling of the former home of Rain Dog Cafe.

Berger has owned the historic
building since April, when he out-
bid the Fine Arts Building
Foundation, with a bid of about
$10.4 million in cash.

The exclusive storefront that
Rain Dog Cafe mysteriously left
behind has quickly become the
possible place for a new
cafe/gallery. Local artist Marc
Rubin, who had previously owned
a gallery at 433 W. Briar Place, said
he plans to tum the former home of
Rain Dog into a three-story cafe
and art gallery, which will show-
case Chicago art, as well as Rubin’s
own. Rubin works in many areas of
art, including pointillism and what
he calls “pop cubism.”

Even though plans look to be
complete, differences in Berger's
and Rubin's stories are yet to be
resolved. Since their statements
about the current status of the space
don’t completely add up, the fate of
404 S. Michigan remains to be
finalized.

Rubin said the cafe and gallery
will serve as a possible meeting
place for schools, clubs and organi-
zations and would have an exten-
sive menu of sandwiches, coffees
and teas. It would also provide an
extremely accommodating atmos-
phere to hear music and see the-
ater.

“It'll be a place where you can
come and quietly enjoy fine art in a
museum atmosphere,” Rubin said
“I want to bning in as many people
as possible. T want it to be fully

Erin Mash/The Chronicle

Located inside the historic Fine Arts Building, the storefront at
404 S. Michigan Ave., remains empty after Rain Dog Cafe
abruptly moved out. Plans are in the works to turn the valuable

space into a gallery and cafe.

integrated and available for every-
one, from students to tourists to
businessmen.”

The first floor will remain a cafe
while the rows of books that once
lined walls will be replaced by
works of art focusing on Chicago.
Also on the first floor will be a
space to have new installations reg-
ularly circulated. Rubin said the
circulating space will always be
filled with something, “big and
exciting”. Rubin hopes to have
local musicians and actors perform
on the first floor as well. The sec-

ond floor will house large digital
computer prints by Rubin, and on
the third floor, in a museum like
setting, will be a place for display-
ing Rubin’s original paintings,
sculptures, drawings and montages.

Rubin had originally planned to
open the gallery Sept. 12, but com-
plications with the owner of Rain
Dog set back the plans.

“It will probably open just before
Halloween. I want, like, crazy stu-
dents there to give input and help
set up a performance schedule for
the holiday season,” Rubin said.
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stands by law
anning hand-held

cellular devices

But study finds
distraction still
prevalent with use of
hands-free device

By James Ewert
Assistant City Beat Editor

Since July 8 Chicago police
officers have been issuing tickets
to motorists using hand-held cel-
lular phones. In the first six
weeks of enforcement, 841 tick-
ets were issued, according to
David Bayless, a spokesperson
for the Chicago Police
Department.

Chicago’s ban went into effect
just days before Gov. Rod
Blagojevich signed a law banning
all cell phone use by drivers
under the age of 18. Chicago and
the District of Columbia are the
only major cities—and New York
the only state—to declare an out-
right ban on the use of hand-held
cell phones by drivers.

However, Chicago joins some
40 countries that currently ban
hand-held phone use while driv-
ing. With more people worldwide
talking on cell phones than ever
and more research claiming an
increased risk of crash and injury
due to cell phone usage, the issue
will seemingly get bigger.

To address the risk cell phones
posed to drivers using them, a
study was released July 12, by the
Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety, an independent and edu-
cational organization committed

to reducing the deaths and dam-
ages attributed to vehicle crashes.
The study suggests that the dis-
traction from cell phone conver-
sations alone increases the risk of
crashing, regardless of whether
the conversation is through a
headset or a phone in the drivers
hand.

“Drivers using phones are four
times as likely to get into crashes
serious enough to injure them-
selves,” the study stated.

The report goes on to claim
that, “banning hand-held phone
use won’t necessarily enhance
safety if drivers simply switch to
hands-free phones. Injury crash
risk didn’t differ from one type of
reported phone use to the other.”

Ian Savage, professor of eco-
nomics and transportation at
Northwestern University, said
that the debate about the effects
of cell phone use while driving is
not just isolated in Chicago; it is
gaining attention from various
international scholars.

“In the last five years many
academic studies from all over
the world have focused on the
cell phone issue,” Savage said.
“The discussion has been some-
what morphed together with other
distractions in the car, such as
playing with your GPS or the
radio, making distracted driving
the big issue.”

Savage said that the most
recent research published on the
topic has compared, in terms of
attention, someone talking on a
cell phone to someone who is

legally drunk.

“In a few years ‘time people
will begin to regard this whole
cell phones in cars business with
the same degree of concern that
we had 30 years ago regarding
drunk driving.” Savage said.

The Insurance Institute’s study
was conducted in Australia,
where the use of hand-held
phones while driving is already
prohibited, because U.S. phone
companies were unwilling to
make available customer billing
records, even with the drivers’
permission. The increased risk
was estimated by comparing
phone use 10 minutes before an
actual crash with use by the same
driver the previous week.
Participants in the study were
drivers treated in emergency
rooms for injuries suffered in
crashes.

The law banning handsets,
which was proposed and pushed
through by Alderman Burt
Natarus of the 42nd Ward, pun-
ishes offenders with a $50 ticket
for using handsets while driving,
and the fine quadruples to $200 if
the violation comes at the time of
an accident, The exceptions to the
rule allow for drivers to use hand-
sets while parked or to dial emer-
gency numbers. Handsets can
also be used by on-duty law
enforcement and emergency per-
sonnel.

Luis Dieppa, chief of staff for
Alderman Rey Colon of the
Northwest side’s 35th Ward, said
the ban on handsets will increase
safety and reduce accidents.

Colon “voted for the bill pre-
cisely for that reason,” Dieppa
said. “When you get involved in
extra curricular activities in your

Eric Davis/The Chronicle
Motorists driving in Chicago have been forced to use hands-free devices or risk a $50 to $200
ticket. Chicago police have begun enforcing the law against using hand-held cell phones since it
went into effect this summer. Police have issued an average of 21 tickets per day.

car, whether it be combing your
hair or talking on your phone, it
increases dramatically the per-
centage of traffic related acci-
dents.”

Although the bill to ban hand-
held devices looks to cut down on
the number of motorists driving
with one hand, it may not help to
cut down the risk of crash or
injury due to talking on cell
phones. It may take some time for
Chicago to find out whether the
ban on handsets is a success in
bettering driving habits or reduc-
ing car accidents.

“It’s hard to say when we will
see results from this; it’s not
something that will take six
months to work,” Bayless said.
“Reducing accidents is part of a
collective enforcement of traffic
violations, the cell phone viola-
tion being just one of them.”

Theater:
Lights out in
South Loop

“The theater is closed,”
Gonclick yelled though the money
tray because the speaker was bro-
ken. “There are no more movies
here.”

The two women said they had
just looked up show times an hour
earlier online through Metromix,
then walked away disappointed.

“Well, I guess I got some phone
calls to make then,” Gonclick said.

“I"ve still got a lot of work ahead
of me.”

The space at the two story,
30,000-square foot theater is cur-
rently in the permit process with
the city of Chicago for construc-
tion of an additional floor, bringing
the total space up 45,000 square
feet, Karp said.

“The plans we have call for just
an interior rehab,” Karp said. “And
we are hoping for tendency during
the first quarter of 2006.”

With the residential explosion and
the vast number of college students
also calling the South Loop their
home, Karp said the area is ready for
more of a medical presence.

“It’s a great location for the
offices,” Karp said. “There are
about nine major hospitals within a
few miles of the area, the CTA and
access to every major highway
within five blocks.”

Leslie Gryce Sturino, president
of South Loop Neighbors, an
organization dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of life in the South
Loop, said she welcomes the idea
of the new offices but said it's too
bad the theater has to go.

“I'm surpnsed that, being down-
town, especially with the abun-
dance of students around, that the
theater couldn't make a go out of
it,” Sturino said. “It’s unfortunate.”

Agreeing that new offices will
generate jobs, Sturino said she
hopes foot traffic will increase
though the area as well.

“If you define retail by the vol-
ume of traffic generated and get-
ting people into the neighborhood,
then the medical offices will not be
the highest choice,” Sturino said.
“But it does put employees into the
area, and that’s great for the South
Loop.”

Karp said he empathizes with
the community members who are
concerned with the closure of the
theater.

“Theaters are a changing busi-
ness,” said Karp. “It’s hard to keep

up with renovations and improve-
ments with real estate that doesn’t
always function well with its
space.”

Sturin said that up until 20 years
ago, developers were building huge
theaters, and by the time the
Bumham Plaza opened, that trend
was on a downward spiral. During
the late 1980s theaters were sizing
down again.

“What goes around comes
around,” Sturino said. “Now were
building these huge mega-theaters.”

Gongclick said either way he does-
n't like the idea.

“It sucks, I like this place,” he
said.

police station.

had impersonated a parking attendant in the lot, and that he
had seen the offender taking money from other patrons. The
offender was then spotted minutes later at a different lot
doing the same thing, and was subsequently taken into cus-
tody and charged with impersonation.

Couple pose as air at CTA turnstile

At 4 p.m. on Sept. 1 at 22 E. Roosevelt Road., officers
conducting a routine platform surveillance of a Green Line
CTA station witnessed a 27-year-old female slip in and
press behind a paying CTA customer at the turnstile. Then,
officers witnessed a 48-year-old male commit the same act
right after the female before him. Both were arrested and
charged with deceptive practice on the platform near the

—Compiled by Chronicle staff through information
provided by the Chicago Police Department.

On the Lighter Side

Yeah, $15 a car—that's the price at all my lots

On Aug. 30 at 9:11 p.m., officers were flagged down at
the Central Parking facility, 651 S. State St. The victim, a
54-year-old man, told the officers that a 23-year-old man
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On a Serious Note

Woman spit on while walking down street

A 35-year-old man was arrested at 3:40 p.m. on Aug. |
30 at 700 S. State. St., after he spit into a 24-year-old
woman'’s face. An officer observed the crime, chased

55 Phy . E Congrasa Pky Gram ||
on St Elm‘fnsqn&
y KX K
o % o ’Columb-a Building
. = g L =
o s _lp 2 | 4 Impersonation
Park ta 3
w » (= 3
%) 4 % w A Deceplive Praclice
) Ta =
o &ﬁ W simple Battery
... imple
& s
: 4 B Then
eRRdA | ERoosevelt Rd
) g { L QRO
I [ | E Sobda
} 1 Burnham
1? g l R —
| BB T NS mrengedr
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down and cornered the offender. The offender said he
didn’t know the victim and spit in her face because, he
said, “I'm a racist.” He was charged with simple battery.

Man returns to street, kayak and computer stolen

A 21-year-old man was unloading his vehicle at 1300
S. Wabash Ave., on Sept. 3 at 9:30 p.m. and placed his
items on the ground behind his car. He left the area for
two minutes, and upon returning found that the items
were missing. The victim checked the area but couldn’t
find the items. He told police that cameras in the alley
where he was unloading could have captured the act. He
added that among the items stolen were a Dell computer
and kayaking equipment, valued at more than $5,500.

—
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Scooter sales soar

as gas prices rise

At nearly 90 miles
per gallon, scooters
prove to be a cheaper
alternative to vehicles

By Alan J. Baker
City Beat Editor

For Dean Christofano the busi-
ness is the sign of good times, a
move in the right direction. As a
sales manager at Scooterworks
USA, he and his staff can hardly
keep up with the demand as more
consumers are rolling into the
scooter market.

Record fuel prices are putting a
burden on drivers, leaving many to
opt for cheaper. alternative means
of transportation. Business At
Scooterworks USA, located at
5410 N. Damen Ave., has
remained strong all summer with a
considerable pickup within the past
week alone.

“From Sept. 1 through Sept
we have doubled our sales from
this time last year,” said
Chnistofano. 39, who has been with
the company for years
“Right now the biggest reason is
the gas prices. of course.”

Christofano said that because of
the increase in sales, the company
1s requesting a 48-hour tumm around
peniod once people decide to pur-
chase centain models so packaging
can be removed and additional
parts can be assembled

seven

Scooterworks USA sells three
new models: Stella, Kymco and
TN’G. The Stella and TN'G mod-
els average 90 miles per gallon and
Kymco models can get 70 to 100
mpg depending on speeds.

Vintage Vespas, models before
1985, are also sold at
Scooterworks.

“The max I spend by riding to
work is a little over $6 a week,”
Christofano said. “It's so much
cheaper than driving.”

Christofano said people are start-
ing to realize the savings.
According to the Motorcycle
Industry Council, a nonprofit asso-
ciation preserving motorcycling in
America, close to 1 million people
purchased scooters in 2004, up
nearly 50 percent from 2000.

“The sales are definitely coming
from the gas situation,” said Dan
Kay, manager for Vespa Chicago.
“1 could easily say we have dou-
bled our sales since a year ago.”

For motor vehicles that are
fewer than 50 cubic centimeters,
such as mopeds or electric scoot-
ers, there i1s no special classifica-
tion for drivers. Scooters ranging
from 50 to 150 CC’s require a
Class L drivers license in [lhinois as
well as state registration and insur-
ance. Any vehicle larger than 150
CC’s 1s considered a motoreycle.

In an effort to save more money
for living expenses, Tracey
Gustave recently purchased a used
1978 Garelli Super Sport moped

Mikn Jarocki/Thi Chronicle

Thes Burnham Plaza Cinema, located at 826 S, Wabash Ave .,
closed for good on Monday, Sept. 5 after declining sales and
deteriarating property conditions. Developears plan to expand
thes property into a medical office building

Michael Jarecki/The Chronicle

Jon Flood, internet sales associate at Scooterworks USA, pre-
pares to leave work on his vintage scooter. Sales in the first
week of September at Scooterworks are already double what
they were the same time last year.

off the Intenet after a few of her
friends told her they were cheap
and casy to get around on.

“With the moped, it’s the same
thing as a bike, so you don’t need
insurance,” Gustave said. “1 don't
plan on spending anymore than
S10 a week on gas.”

Previously Gustave was driving
about 250 miles a week between

school and work. With her new
moped she estimates she will get
90 mpg. rather than the 40 mpg she
now averages with her Honda
Accord.

The market of potential buyers
has opened up within the past few
years as well, becoming much

See Scooter, Page 20

Cuftain _closés for last

cinema in South Loop

Space to be converted
into medical offices
by spring 2005

By Alan J. Baker
City Beat Editor

After Mike Gonelick loaded The
40 Year-Old Virgin into the projec-
tor at the Burnham Plaza Theater
on Sept. 6, he sat back and
watched the film as he always did.
I'hat day he was alone, however;
the theater
before, for good

had closed the day
I'he lights went out on Labor
Day at the five-screen theater,
located at 826 S, Wabash Ave,, in
an cflort the landlords say will
restructure the facility and convert
the property into medical and pro
fessional offices,
Burnham  Plaza,  which
opened in the South Loop by

Wils

Cineplex Odeon in 1987, was in
the hands of many dilferent man
agement companies throughout the
years und since hus not been able
to-compete with modern theaters,
sind Tlarlan Karp, one of the prop
erty muanagers and o resident of the
South Loop

“It was mutually agreed upon,”
Karp said. “The industry's consol-
idation has been tough for the the-
ater.”

Employees at Burmham Plaza
were told carlier this summer that
the theater was to close Labor Day
weekend. At that time, according
to Gonelick, the theater employed
just over 20 people, and many of
them left before the end of sum-
mer

“On Aug. 13, the general man-
ager just quut, so I was put
charge,” Gonelick said. “Since that
time | have been working doubles
trying to keep this place open as
long as 1 could with the five
employees | had left.”

Before tking time to relax for
the movie, Gonelick was in the
ticket booth making a new sign
imforming customers they were
closed tor good. Two middle-aged
women walked up, then ook a step
back looking contused before pro-
ceeding to the window

Gonelick pointed to a seribbled,
white sheet of paper taped to the
window the night before that read,
“Last movie ever, so enjoy!”

See Theater, Page 23

Lt. Governor
pushes for
cheaper college
textbooks

Initiative aims for
sales tax exemption
on books in Illinois

By Alicia Dorr
Managing Editor

One side says it’s $600. The
other maintains it’s more like
$900. The bottom line: Students
are paying outrageous amounts
of money for college textbooks
each semester. And people are
starting to notice.

As students in Illinois
returned to colleges and univer-
sities this September, Lt. Gov.
Pat Quinn began touring cam-
puses to raise awareness about a
new initiative addressing what
he calls “price gouging” on text-
books.  Quinn’s  “College
Textbook Initiative 2005” main-
ly concentrates on making avail-
able books without supplemen-
tal materials, such as CD roms:
requiring free copies; and lob-
bying the state legislature for a
sales tax exemption on college
books.

“Students have had little say
in the books their professors are
assigning, and this OPEC-like
industry has responded with
exploitive practices,” Quinn
said in his first description of
the initiative,

Much of the initiative is based
on requirements of publishers.
However, Quinn’s plan to
endorse a sales tax exemption is
more ambitious, because it
would cost the state about $15
million annually to pass such
legislation. Quinn is planning to
bring these suggestions to the
Illinois General Assembly in its
next session, which begins in
January, according to Ben
Winick, a spokesperson for the
governor's office.

“[The proposed sales tax
exemption] would only affect
the state’s portion of sales tax,
which is S5 percent, not the
rest—about 2 percent—that usu-
ally goes to municipalities and
other  local  government,”
Winick explained.

The proposal is based on
research from the Government
Accountability Office and the
Public  Interest  Research
Group's  Higher Education
Project. The GAO report was
requested on a federal level, and
other states have responded to
the claims in it as well, The
report found that the cost of
textbooks and supplies when
calculated as a percentage of
tuition is different according to
the type of student and school,
but still follows certain trends:
increases of 72 percent at two-
year public institutions, 26 pers
cent at four-year institutions and
8 percent at fouryear private

See Books, Page 20
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