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RECEIVED

COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

Columbia College Chicago’s weekly newspaper

More students sticking
around for a second year

Q Improving the school is only way to keep students, officials say

By Scott Carlson
News Editor

The number of students
returning for a second year at
Columbia has increased across
the board, according to data
compiled by the school.

According to Columbia’s
Office of Planning and
Institutional Research, as of the
fall semester 2004, 917 of the
1,557 full-time and part-time
students who enrolled in 2003
as new freshman at Columbia—
or 59 percent—returned for
another year, a 3 percent
increase over last year’s reten-
tion and an 18 percent improve-
ment since fall 1994.

20 Freshman
\

Transfer

Of the 1,263 new transfers
who entered Columbia in fall
2003, 962 stayed for 2004—a
76 percent retention. That’s a 7
percent improvement over last
year and a 19 percent improve-
ment during the past 10 years.

Institutional Planning and
Research also released retention
rates for full-time students
alone. For full-time new fresh-
man, 61 percent stayed with
Columbia for their second
year—also a 3 percent increase
over 2003.

The return of full-time trans-
fer students also increased, with
77 percent of students staying
for another year at Columbia, 4
percent over last year and 12

percent higher than
ago.

According to Mark Kelly,
vice president of student affairs,
the increased retention of stu-
dents was due to a change in the
college’s behavior toward new
students. Columbia put together
a retention recommendation in
1999, which discussed theories
on what keeps students, and
recommended a number of ini-
tiatives the school could under-
take to improve its retention
rates.

Kelly said many of those rec-
ommendations have either been
implemented or seriously con-
sidered, including the new ori-

See Retention Page 8
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Linsey Burritt/The Chronicle

Quarterback Sally Schnellinger, a junior majoring in film, passes
to Laura Farber (foreground left), alsor a junior in film, at
Columbia’s South Loop Showdown in Grant Park Oct. 29. The
%arne sponsored by the Sports and Entertainment Marketing

lub, pitted Columbia women against female students from

DePaul and Roosevelt universities.

Eric Davis/The Chronicle
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w5 Carter’s
| which are paid for by

- College salaries

~ slightly

10 343 employees

By Andrew Greiner
Editor-in-Chief
It was a mixed year
for Columbia’s highest
paid officials, as far as
salary hikes are con-
cerned. Some received
modest salary increas-
es while a few experi-
enced small salary

| decreases.

President Warrick L.
expenses,

the college, increased
by nearly 1,400 per-
cent in the 2002-2003

fiscal year. In the
2001-2002 tax year,
Carter’s expenses

totaled $13,368. For
the 2002-2003 tax
year, Carter’s expens-
es topped $199,000.

However,  Carter
took a 13 percent

change
make $50,000

salary decrease during
that year, reducing his
take-home pay by
$37,307, according to
data provided in the
IRS 990 tax forms for
the tax year ending
Aug. 31, 2003.

Carter’s salary and
benefits, as well as
expenses, rose overall
from the 2001-2002
total of $390,293 to
$539,137. That’s a 38
percent increase, with
$258,176 coming from
pay, $81,236 in bene-
fits and $199,725 in
expenses for the 2002-
2003 year.

Since he arrived in
2000 Carter has con-
sistently ranked
among the 10 highest
paid private college
presidents in Illinois.
See Salaries Page 6
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ere is a message for the
countless individuals
who constantly remind

me of the Cubs’ 2004 demise:
Enough already!

I know. The Cubs choked in a
way that only the Cubs could
choke. Let it die.

Receiving letters and messages
from jaded Cubs fans reminds
me of the time I sliced off my
finger while I was cutting
lemons. Not only did I bleed, but
it stung for hours. Please, stop
the sting already.

In this town, there are plenty
of other professional sports out-
lets to complain about besides
the Cubs. Try sending me a letter
about Jonathon Quinn.

At least die-hard Cubs fans can
repeat a mantra to keep them
going—wait till next year. But
what about the rest of the sorry
lot that make up Chicago’s
sports? What do their fans do?

Well, Bulls fans are encour-
aged to stay through “thick and
thin.” By the way, right now is
thinner than Tyson Chandler.

Yes, the Bulls marketing team
has taken to promoting the fact
that the team stinks.

One Bulls advertisement goes
so far as to hype players for other
teams: “When are you going to
have the chance to see LeBron
James or Kevin Garnett? Come
to a Bulls game and see these
other players stomp all over us.”

Things are bad when the most
marketable player on your team

Andrew Greiner
Editor-in-Chief
No love for New England

is Kirk Hinrich. I mean, I like the
guy’s hustle, but I don’t want to
buy his jersey.

For the Bulls, next year is now.
The season is set to begin, and
with a bunch of no-names on the
team, it looks like this year is
going to be leaner than ever.

Blackhawks fans are outta
luck. Due to the lockout, there is
no next year for them. But at
least there will be a solid excuse
for why the Blackhawks don’t
make the playoffs in 2005—there
won'’t be any playoffs in 2005.
Too bad.

Football fans just have to grin
and bear it—and I'm not sorry
for that horrible pun.

The Bears have reached the
pinnacle of suckdom this season.
My Sundays are officially ruined.
I'd rather go to the dentist than
watch these Bears play. I'm
afraid they might not win another
game for the rest of the year.
Seriously, take a look at the
remaining schedule: It’s hard to
imagine which team the Bears
can actually beat. However, I
hope they prove me wrong.

Don’t worry, South Siders, |
didn’t forget about the White
Sox. They stink too.

But it wasn’t always like this;
Chicago has had its share of
sports giants. An ailing Chicago
fan can always recall Jordan
highlights and feel a little better.

But that’s not good enough for
me. My memory is not that
sound, and His Airness is fading
fast

In This Issue

The '85 Bears seem ancient,
and a winning Chicago baseball
team is so old it’s biblical.

However, there is something
Chicago fans can do about the
current sports situation, and it
doesn’t include bodily harm to
the general managers and coach-
es of this city.

Gather up all that negative
energy, all that hatred and ire,
and send it east to Massachusetts.

That’s right, Chicago fans—
let’s hate Boston.

There was a time when Bears
devoured Patriots.

Off th
A&E

Campus News

National Campus

News

- Commentary
e Blotter .-
- City Bea

t

When the Bulls made the

Celtics look silly and when the
Red Sox were in direct competi-
tion for the title of lovable losers. |

Now Boston is reveling in the
glory that comes from having
successful sports teams.

Boston fans are rioting.

Rioting. That was supposed to be
our riot.

There is a lot of talk around
Chicago about having the great-
est sports rivalries: Bears vs.
Packers, Cubs vs. Cardinals,
White Sox and Twins, and Bulls
and Detroit. I'm sorry to say the
rivalries are dead. Until Chicago
can put together a decent
squad—in any sport—the rival-
ries are dead. |

Let’s erect a new one. Let’s
hate Boston. Let's harbor blanket
distaste for all New England |
sports. Let’s not give credit
where credit is due.

—agreiner@chroniclemail.com
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Due fo a printing
error, last week's top
story about diversity
at Columbia con-
tained an erroneous
graphic. The intend-
ed data for the graph
is shown at left.

The Chronicle
regrets the error.

Announcements

Media at (312) 344-7870.

For admission details, con-

tact Joe Cerqua at (312) 344-
6179.

B Dance gets digital
Dance Center founder

A bloody good time

B Be wise and

count Shirley Mordine returns to

On Nov. 2, Columbia, Columbia’s Dance Center,
along with the Medill School 1306 S. Michigan Ave., Weather

of Journalism at  Nov. 4 to Nov. 6 after a

three-year-hiatus to per-
form “Jump Cuts,” a take
on multimedia in form and
movement, with her compa-
ny. Mordine also premieres
her latest work, focusing on
solo form. With help from

Northwestern University and
the City Colleges of Chicago,
hosts local coverage of the
2004 Presidential Election
from a student’s perspective.
The event, “Election 2004:
Election Night—Be Wise Be

AccuWeather 7-day
farecast for Chicago

Monday, Nov.

Mostly cloudy High 56°
with showers Low 40°
possible

Counted” airs live on WYCC-  special guests Dardi - v
TV20 from 7 am. to 10:30 McGinley Gallivan, Pam . Tucsday, Nov. 2
p.m. Students from television McNeil, Krenly Guzman : Times of sun  jign 56°
: o 5 . W and clouds; a 38°
production classes as well as  and Scott Putman, Mordine prs Low
“Newsbeat” and “Metro takes on the age of informa- 5 T
Minutes,” join other schools, tion and proves that indi- Wednesday, Nov. 3
and report live on campaign  viduals persevere in the |5 % High 58°
developments in Chicago and  time of multimedia over- " Mostly sunny  Low 42¢

the surrounding suburbs. load. Each performance

Thursdav. Nov.
starts at 8 p.m. and reserved Thursday, Nov. 4

B Paper Poems seats are still available. Sunny to partly High 56°
Taiwanese-American poet  One ticket per Columbia ID cloudy Low 40°
and photographer Shin Yu Pai  for $5 is available. - -
reads selected poems Nov. | For more information, "
in the C33 Gallery, 33 E. call the Dance Center box Sl Mostly cloudy High 54°
Congress Parkway, at 5:30 office ar (312) 344-8300. S with showers  Low 36°

p-m. Pai’s books include . -
Equivalence, Paper Poems, W 1t’s about time Saturday, Nov. 6
and Ten Thousand Miles of  Jazz singer Bobbi Wilson High 54°
Mountains and Rivers. Her performs at  Columbia Partly sunny {5 40°
. work is published in many lit-  College Chicago Concert
Thecaas Scarwaugh/The Ghianicle erary and online journals such  Hall, 1014 S. Michigan Sunday. Nov. 7

Nadja Harris, a junior music business major, shows off her vampire cos-
tume (and her dance moves) at Columbia’s Oct. 28 Halloween party in
the Conaway Center of the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave. The
party brought out more than 40 students and more than a few interest-
ing costumes. '

Ave., on Nov. 4 at 12:30
p-m. and Nov. 5 from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. Wilson is per-
forming songs from her
CD, It’s About Time.

as 580 Split, Spinning Jenny
and eye-rhyme. The reading
is free and open to the public.

For more information, call
the Center for Asian Arts and

ik 45°
Mostly sunny T?:?:‘
All forecasts provided by—
AccuWeather.com—©2004
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Student autho
win cash prizes

QO Columbia’s fiction writing students sweep awards

By Trish Bendix

Assistant A&E Editor

Columbia fiction writing
majors swept the Union League
of Chicago’s Civic and Arts
Foundation 2004 Fiction Contest
for Young Writers and have
$3,300 and seven awards to
show for it.

The Union League of
Chicago’s Civic and
Arts Foundation
awards students in the
city for their accom-
piishments in the arts.

Katherine Hurley,
of the Union League
Club, said Columbia’s
sweep of the awards is due to the
Jlarge amount of student applica-
tions.

“[The students’] writing is
excellent, for one, and they also
represent the largest.amount of
applicants,” Hurley said.

The Fiction Contest for Young
Writers is open to legal residents
of Illinois living near or regis-
tered at a school that is within a
100-mile radius of the Loop. The
stories had to be unpublished
pieces of short stories or book
excerpts of 6,000 words.

Contest officials rely heavily
on word-of-mouth, Hurley said.
And the high volume of applica-
tions is due to Columbia’s strong
Fiction Writing Department.

“The school has an organic
approach to writing,” said third
place winner Ira Brooker. “I
came to Columbia for fiction
writing from New Orleans. The
people in the program here are
passionate about writing. The
faculty pushes us to submit.”

Brooker, a Master of Fine Arts
student, said his story “Howie
and Jerome” is a “tragic come-
dy.”

“It’s about two teenagers buy-
ing condoms at Wal-Mart,” he
said.

Honorable mention recipient
Conrad Jacobson, a third year
Columbia student, said he would
use his prize money for rent.

“I don't want to seem terribly
plighted, but I'm going to pay
the bills,” he said.

Kelly Reiss, an honorable
mention and fourth place winner
in 2003 with her piece,
“Overnight at Aunt Gina's,”
graduated last spring. Her win-
ning story this year, “Faith” was
about a conflict between a moth-
er and her daughter who just
returned home from her first
year of college.

“I think there’s a great group
of writers coming out of
Columbia,” Reiss said. “I think
they're producing fresh and orig-
inal work. The contest was well
promoted in the department.”

Second place winner Jona
Whipple was awarded for her
memoir, “21.”

“It's a backwards progression
from the age 21 to childhood,”
Whipple said.

Whipple agrees with Reiss
that the contest was well publi-
cized in fiction classes.

o STUDENT LIFE

“[There are a lot of awards
won] in the department,”
Whipple said. “It draws attention
to these [opportunities]. The pro-
gram is all about enabling you to
find your voice and that’s the
most important thing.”

Whipple said that she will be
published next month in Let
There Be Danger Magazine, and
already has ideas for her prize
money.

“The money is already
spent,” Whipple said. “1
don’t even have it yet and
it’s already gone. Bills,
tuition, credit cards. It was
much needed and much
appreciated.”

In Category 1 (ages 16-19),
Columbia student Dana Litoff
was awarded an honorable men-
tion for her story, “Detrimental
Love Affair.”

In Category 2 (ages 20-20),
Columbia students took home
first through third place awards.
Patrick Van Slee won the $1,000
first prize for his story, “The
Toilet.” Whipple won second
place and the $600 award for
“21,” and Brooker won third
place and $500 for “Howie and
Jerome.”

Honorable mentions with
awards of $400 in Category 2
were given to Jacobson for
“Circles and Cubes,” Reiss for
“Faith,” and Amanda Snyder for
*“Joy Cometh.”

Faculty members were also
recognized for their help with
the students. Columbia fiction
professors Eric May, Joe Meno,
Claire Shulman, Lott Hill and
Jotham Burello all received $50
for their sponsorship.

Columbia is the only school in
the greater Chicago area with a
fiction writing major. Walter
Payton College Prepatory,
Buffalo Grove High School, and
Loyola, Suffolk and DePaul uni-
versities also took home awards.

Winning students were recog-
nized at the Union League Meet
the Winners reception Oct. 27.
Hurley said that in addition to
the awards, the Union League
would publish an anthology of
the top three stories from each
category.

Tina Wagner/The Chronicle
Kerry-supporter Dada Krasha, a junior advertising and art direction major, slips the poster she
designed into a book at the library, 624 S. Michigan Ave., on Oct. 26. Her poster encourages vot-
ing among women. Krasha believes that President Bush's ‘traditional’ views shouldn't leak into
U.S. policy.

Students take on politics

O Posters encourage student voting but end up missing on campus

By Jennifer Sabella
Assistant News Editor

Students of Paul Vaccarello's and
Kay Hartmann’s illustration classes
marched down Michigan Avenue
on Oct. 26, plastering pro-voting
posters across Columbia’s campus
only to have them be taken down a
few hours later.

A majority of the posters support-
ed John Kerry, but a few backed
George W. Bush.

Kay Hartmann, a faculty member
in the Art and Design Department,
was angered by the removal of the
posters. Because the Columbia
administration didn’t approve of
their “'strong messages,” the posters
were removed, Hartmann said.

However, Caroline Caligiuri, an
administrative assistant in the
Office of Facilities and Operations,
said no one received instructions to
take down any posters—nor should
they.

“We've been doing general
cleaning for the open house,”
Caligiuri said, “but no one was
instructed to take down any

posters.”

Vice President of Student Affairs
Muark Kelly said postings are a
“free market,” and people can put
up what they want, even if it's
“edgy.”

“We don’t police [postings
around campus] at all, nor would
we,” Kelly said in regards to stu-
dents’ right to free expression.

Columbia held its open house
over the weekend, and many
expired posters were removed from
around campus.

Despite the posters’ short life
span, they may offer a look at
Columbia’s political slant.

Senior illustration major Ben
Stevens posted anti-Bush posters up
all over campus. He feels that
Columbia students as a whole are
more liberal. L

“I think a lot of students here are
pretty open-minded,” Stevens said.

Stevens’ poster, bearing the
phrase, “stop the crusade and vote,”
was a response to President Bush’s
statement, calling the Iraq war a
“crusade against terrorism.” With
the violent and the religious history

of the /Crun;ldt,\. Stevens called
Bush’s comparison a “dumb state-
ment.”

According to a Harvard
University’s Institute of Politics
national poll, students favor John
Kerry 52 percent to 39 percent,
despite Bush being considered a
“stronger leader” by a margin of 57
percent to 27 percent of students.

Alexis McQuilkin, a junior illus-
tration major, also had posters up
around campus.

I think it’s great to foster discus-
sion and get people to realize that
your voice is a powerful one.”
McQuilkin said.

Tracy Smith, executive director
of the League of Women Voters of
Chicago, Tracy Smith appeared at
Columbia on Oct. 28 to recruit poll-
watchers and have a pre-election
rally in the Conaway Center, 1104
S. Wabash Ave.

Smith said the youth of America
are starting to take more action in
promoting democracy.

“Generations have personalities,”
Smith said, “This generation is
more community minded.”

Overseas program coming to Columbia

QO Number of international students at Columbia down this year, says Institutional Research office

By Jennifer Sabella
Assistant News Editor

Students interested in travel-
ing the world for college credit
will soon have a one-stop-shop
for all their study abroad
needs.

Columbia is developing an
Office of Academic Initiatives
and International Programs
designed to handle all issues
regarding studying overseas.
This is taking place after years
of the study abroad program
running on a departmental
basis.

Opportunities to travel and
study abroad have been avail-
able for many years at
Columbia  through certain
departments and faculty mem-
bers, such as Art and Design
Chairman _ Jay Wolke's
Florence program, but for the
first time in the school’s histo-
ry, a unified study abroad pro-
gram is a reality.

Associate Provost Jan
Garfield is anticipating the new
program and the opportunities
it will offer to Columbia stu-
dents, as well as to interna-
tional students.

“We certainly had students
who studied and traveled
abroad,” Garfield said. “But
there was not a centralized pro-
gram.”

There were several reasons
the school decided to develop
the Office of Academic
Initiatives and International
Programs, according to the
coordinator of international
student affairs, Symon Ogeto.

“The school decided to go
ahead and centralize all [the
departmental study abroad pro-
grams],” Ogeto said. "To be
able to coordinate with all

departments, so that we can
institutionalize the programs as
opposed to [saying] ‘Oh, well,
instructor so and so has con-
nections to France and can take
your student.™”

Gillian  Moore, the new
director of the Office of
Academic  Initiatives  and
International Programs, has

been at Columbia for more than
a decade. As the former direc-
tor of executive events and lai
son, Moore plans on making
her newly created position a
valuable one for students

See Abroad Page 6




November 1, 2004

Columbia College )

Chicago’s Residence Life

WunisY u!

Do you consider yourself a people person?
Do you like to plan activities for students?

Would you like to be considered a
student leader on campus?

Then you may want to apply for a resident Assistant position for the fall
of 2005. Come out to the Resident Assistant Information
Session lo obtain more information. Sessions will be held Sunday,
November 7; Wednesday, November 10 and Thursday,
November 11. All sessions will be held in the Community Lounge at
731 S. Plymouth Court at 7:00pm. For questions please contact
Kelli Collins, Associate Director of Residence life at kcolhns@co\um,eiu)

.

The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago

1014 S. Michigan at 11t St.

Concert Hall Events

Josy Gallery

In the lobby Monday at 12:30 pm

Tuesday November 2
Sones de Mexico Ensemble:
Day of the Dead

12:30 Pm

Wednesday November 3
Chuck Webb: Jazz & Hip Hop Collision

Concert/Workshop 12:30 PMm
Thursday November 4

Bobbi Wilsyn: Let There Be Love  12:30 pM
Friday November 5

Bobbi Wilsyn: Let There Be Love 7:30 PM

Tickets cost $25. To purchase tlckets
for this event call 312-344-6300. i

éhcart-Hall events are froe unless otherwise noted.
s~ For more info: 312-344-6300
Music Certer pianos provided by Ortigara's Musicville, Inc.

Frequencys’”

Columbia College Television Dept.
Program Guide for University Center on Channel 32

Election 2004 on WYCC, Ch. 20

Columbia College, Northwestern University and gy d{
Fbﬂ

City Colleges bring a student perspective on the
elecions. *LIVE: TUESDAY, beginning ot 7pm Election 2004 ?'S

Campus Update
Columbia’s forum for campus news, announcements, events, weather info & more...
MWFSu: 6o, 8a, 100, 12p, 2p, 4p, 6p  TRSa: 7o, 90, Tla, 1p, 3p, Sp, 7p, 9p, 11p

Exposure

Profiles of Columbia’s faculty, staff & students in their field of experise.
This week's featured artist: Wen Wa Taoe, Film Depariment Faculty
MWFSu: 10:300 TRSe: 7:30p

Reel Stuff

A profile of student film, video, animation & documentary projeds.
This week's featured artist: Ted Askew, Television major
MWFSu: Tla TRSa: 8p

Hot Spots

A fast-poced, entertainment program that visits different venues around Chicago.
Featured: Maxine, Calypso, Rhythm

MWFSu: 11:30a TRSa: 8:30p

Reel Stuff

A profile of student film, video, animation & documentary projedts

This week's featured artist: Behind The Lenz Productions, Television students
MWFSu: 12:30p TRSa: 9:30p

Stay Leavin
Dance mojor Tabitha Faes” senior dance project.
MWFSu: 1p TRSa: 10p

College Town, USA ny)

The crew vmls college campuses, hang-outs and students around the country.
This week's open house: University of California, Santa Barbara
MWFSu: 8p

Gamers ()
Video games of all genres and game plotforms are explored.
MWFSu: 8:30p

A/V Squad my

Meet musicians and dj's from around the country while visiting some o clubs.
MWFSu: 9p & 9:30p

Comedy Night School o)

Join Professor Doug Gordon on various comedic adventures and lessons.
MWFSu: 10p

The Gleib Show mu

Gleib and his crew venture fo many events and falk with wﬁom celebriies.
MWFSu: 10:30p

Half Baked

A hip and entertaining cooking show with various personalities.
MWFSu: 11p

Planet X o
Some of the very best footage in extreme sports on the planel.
MWFSu: 11:30p

(NL) National Lompoon Network Programming

Do you have o great film or video that people need to see? Contac:

Frequency TV

Columbia College Television Dept.
312.344.8509

frequencylv@colum edv
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ECHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES]

FOR STUDENTS AT COLUMBIA COLLEGE CH
)ors ICAGO

+ Academic Excellence Award (Deadline: March 18, 2005) « Helen Fong Dare Scholarship (Deadline: March 2005)
« Albert Weisman Scholarship (Deadline: April 2005) « Hermann Conaway Scholarship (Deadline: March 18, 2005
« Alumni Scholarship (Deadline: Spring 2005) « Hillary Kalish Scholarship Deadline: April 1, 2005)
« David Rubin Scholarship (Deadline: April 1, 2005) « Ron Pitts Scholarship (Deadline April 1, 2005)
i ART & DESIGN “) MARKETING COMMUNICATION
+ Pougialis Fine Arts Award (Deadline: April 2005) « The Patricia McCarty Scholarship Fund (Deadline: March 18, 2005)
« Precious Lashley Fashion Scholarship (Deadline: Spring 2005) PHOTOGRAPHY
ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT & MEDIA MANAGEMENT . Kodak Scholarship (Deadline: April 2005)
« The Make A Dent scholarship (Deadline: May 20, 2005) RADIO

« Precious Lashley Fashion Scholarship (Deadline: Spring 2005)
+ The Chuck Suber Scholarship (Deadline: March 15, 2005)

ASL - ENGLISH INTERPRETATION
« Michael Fryzlewicz Scholarship (Deadline: June 1, 2005)

« Al Parker. Scholarship (Deadline: November 19, 2004)
« Irv Kupcinet Media Arts Scholarship (March 18, 2005)

SENIOR SEMINAR
« Jane Alexandroff Senior Project Award (Deadline: Spring 2005)

DANCE TELEVISION
. Forest Foundation Scholarship (Deadline: April 8, 2005) + Al Lira Scholarship (Deadline: March 18, 2005)

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION . Edward L. and Marsha E. Morris Scholarship
(Deadline: November 19, 2004)
« Thaine Lyman Scholarship (Deadline: March 18, 2005)
« Irv Kupcinet Media Arts Scholarship (Deadline: March 18, 2005)

« Joan and Irving Harris Scholarship (Deadline: April 15, 2005)

FICTION WRITING
«+ John Schultz and Betty Shiflett Story Workshop Scholarship

(Deadline: Spring 2005) THEATER
« Sylvia McNair Travel Story Scholarship (Deadline: Spring 2005) « Betty Garrett Musical Theater Scholarship Fund (Deadline: May 2, 2005)
JOURNALISM : . David Talbot Cox Scholarship Fund (Deadline: May 2, 2005)
. John Fischetti Scholarship (Deadline: April 8, 2005) + Freshman Achievement Award (Deadline: May 2, 2005)

« Irv Kupcinet Media Arts Scholarship (Deadline: March 18, 2005) « Michael Merritt Schuiarship/Des:gner-|n~Residence (May 2, 2005)

Columbia €

COLLEGE CHICAGDO \l-—fq()tCOLUM.EDU/SCHOLARSHIPS

It's almost time to REGISTER!

You egist ation time slot for t rin 1 rw nia- vem s information can be obtained
rr I f. he Sp ing semeste ill b i i
| | e available in id-November. This i i i Yy
g on OASIS ( er CX-Enrollme t) ollow the i Stl UICU S t ISee at you I i
goi gtO the Register for Classes Screer und I Follo I I o] (0] w r regist atio

time will be. Time slots are b 5 TUIT r of ve credit hours you have accumulated. An e-mail with r Sprin

. s ased on e number o i i ‘

f cumulati u | ou pring
registration time slot, ar d othe Eglstla[ion information, will also belse t Y ! ! . 1 g i

Your OASIS e-mail login fo i
C rmat is :
Firstname.Lastname S pioe:

Example: Joseph.Smith would be your full e-mail login

Your e-mail passwo d is the sar S l-g- )i e t OA r 1 ange t). Remember, (jhang ng your
(o]} v WOr ea you:ouald ault O i 0
; u SIS passwo d (UI til YOU ch i i
passwo d in OASIS does NOT char ge your e- ail password, and vice versa. | you have pl oblel )S |0ggi| g into you 5 y' ount
t re-mall acc 9

please contact the Student OASIS Help Line at 312-344-7788
SPRING 2005

Conti 5 2
ontinuing u 1de|g'aduate. deglee seekir gleglstlatlcll Weduesday, December 1 F“day December 10
£

Open registration (all students includi i
e e uding degree-seeking and students at large) : Tuesday, February 1 -

Late Registration : Monday, February 14 - Friday, February 18

All ti i
5 Ime sl'ots will remain open for Spring registration until Saturday, February 19 at Midnight (CST
rientation for new freshman and transfer students will be in January. '

Students who owe an unpaid balan c e n. Ch

ce cannot participate in regi statement fo
bt i & i i gistration. Check your OASIS course and fee
)l: u Ic u elyl ba al ce |I eas'e contact the Studellt Financial Services Office at 312-344-7140 or e-mail st@tc Ctl tlf tr

IMPORTANT %5
Meet with your faculty advisor for an advising clearance in advance of the registration dates ﬂﬂ5§ s

Contact your major department for specific information
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Sykes honored
at film festival

Q Faculty member takes on spiritual subject matter

By Todd Burbo

Assistant ASE Edilor

Award-winning faculty
member Barbara Sykes
recently added more accolades
to her collection. This sum-
mer, the 22-year veteran of
Columbia’s Television
Department screened three of
her original documentaries at
the Hollywood Spiritual Film
and Entertainment Festival in
Los Angeles. Each film was
successful.

Her piece Shiva Darsan
took first place in the short
documentary category. Shot in
Nepal, the 12-minute film is
described as a “video poem”
documenting Hinduism, holy
men and transcendence. It was
originally shot as part of a
series ttled In Celebration of
Life... In Celebration of
Death... which chronicles reli-
gious and cultural rituals con-
cerning life and death
throughout Asia and the
Middle East.

Concerning her subject mat-
ter, Sykes points out that spir-
ituality 1s entirely different
than religion; her works are
noj religious films.

“I'm not particularly inter-
ested in any one religious tra-
dition. I'm more interested in
the underlying spiritual path
that connects all of [the reli-
gions|,” Sykes said. “I consid-
er myself a spiritual rather
han religious person.”

Shiva Darsan’s competition
in the festival included anoth-
er of Sykes’ works, titled
Songs of the River. For Songs,
Sykes traveled up the Rajang
River in Sarawak, Borneo, an
island in the China Sea. The
documentary focuses on the
indigenous people of Borneo’s
rain forest; in particular, their
ability to live in harmony with
a sweltering environment.

“These indigenous people

believe they're a part of
nature—children of the rain
forest, rather than rulers of

it,” explained Sykes.

Sykes’ third piece, Amma,
documents the humanitarian
work of a female Hindu spiri-
tual leader. The film was shot
in  Chicago, New York,
California and Geneva.

Although it's a work in
progress, the film was select-
ed as a finalist in the Long
Form Documentary category.
It also earned Sykes a spot in
the festival’s mentoring pro-
gram, which connects promis-
ing filmmakers with experi-
enced Hollywood profession-
als such as Sykes’ mentor,
Omar Kaczmarczyk, who
works as a producer, distribu-
tor and copyright manager in
Hollywood.

Sykes acknowledges that
spirituality is a difficult sub-
ject to tackle. Even-if you
manage to avoid upsetting
large groups of people, such
films are notoriously hard to
market. Sykes, however, isn’t
the least bit bothered by her
lack of mainstream audience.

“My relationship is with my
work rather than a particular
audience. 1 figure my work
will speak for itself; it will
find its place in the world.
That’s the approach I take to
work,” she said.

Such a philosophy seems to
be working, as she is earning
both industry awards and the

respect of her peers at
Columbia.
“I think it’s wonderful.

Barbara has a history of doing
very interesting work focusing
on spirituality. These screen-
ings are clearly tied to her
long-term commitment o
those sort of issues,” said
Michael Niederman, chairman
of Columbia’s Television
Department.

Her success in filmmaking
is even more impressive con-
sidering the fact that Sykes is
a full-time staff member at
Columbia. All of her docu-
mentaries are created during
her off from Columbia. This
semester, Sykes is teaching
the Experimental Production
Workshop, Experimental
Production  Editing, and
Production and Editing 2.

Sykes’ work will be shown
alongside that of other televi-

sion faculty members this
December at the Improv
Kitchen, 3419 N. Clark St.

Screenings will begin at 7
p.m. and 9 p.m., and admis-
sion is free.

Freshman acoustics major Lasearr Green (foreground), freshman film
(middle) and freshman television major Bryan Gerber participate in a
test during Columbia's Halloween party on Oct. 28 in the Conaw.

Ave. Brenahan; dressed as Jesus Christ, won the contest.

%

N i
Salarles Continued from Front Page

Current data on college presi-
dents’ salaries from the
Chronicle of Higher Education
is expected by year’s end. Last
year, Carter’s salary ranked
fourth in Illinois, behind the
presidents of the University of
Chicago, and Roosevelt and
Northwestern universities.

The Chronicle calculated the
salary figures from data con-
tained in the 990 tax forms.
Nonprofit organizations, such as
Columbia, are required by the
IRS to submit the forms, which
include a breakdown of the five
highest paid college officers and
the five highest paid employees
who make more than $50,000 a
year.

Data from the 990 forms
revealed that the number of fac-
ulty and staff who receive

Abmad Continued from Page 3

“International programming
is now cructal in advancing
opportunities in higher educa-
ton,” Moore said. It is our
intention to “go global® in the
fullest sense of that word.”

According to the Office of

Planning and Institutional
Research, the number of inter-
national students 1s down this
year.

The number of non-resident
undergraduate students
enrolled this year is 181, com-
pared to 209 last year
Graduate programs are down
as well, from 41 last year to 31
in the fall 2004 semester

“Inits  commitment  to
expand the ethnie, geographic,
and educational diversity of
the  student  population,”
Moore said, “Columbia wel-
comes opportunities o open
its doors to students world-
wide.”

Moore is pleased with the
connections Columbia has
made over the years in Europe,
Asia, Australia and  South
America, saying that these are
“significant relationships™ that
she wants to continue,

Moore is focusing on afford-
ability as well.

“We are now offering afford-

able opportunities abroad,”
Moore said, “and they [stu-
dents] have time to work it
into their own educational
planning, schedule and budg-
(] i

The office is not open yet,
and an opening date will not be
set until February, but Moore
wants the Columbia communi-
ty to be aware that a change is
coming.

“Columbia will offer stu-
dents an opportunity to chal-
lenge their cultural assump-
tions, and develop as artists
and world citizens,” Moore
said.

salaries amounting to more than
$50,000 increased 6 percent
between the 2001-2002 fiscal
year and the 2002-2003 fiscal
year. Columbia now pays 343
employees more than $50,000 a
year.

The highest paid educator at
Columbia is a familiar name on
the highest paid list. Professor
Zafra Lerman, head of the
Institute for Science Education,
received a combined salary and
benefits package worth
$269,065, a 7.4 percent increase
from the previous year, in which
she netted $250,350.

Paul Chiaravalle, associate
vice president and chief of staff
for Columbia, made his debut
among the highest paid employ-
ees at the college with a com-
bined net income of $182,948.
Chiaravalle made $144,375 in
salary and received $38,573 in
compensation and benefits.

Columbia’s Vice President of
Finance and Chief Financial
Officer Michael DeSalle, who
filed the 990 forms, received a
$7,264 increase in salary and
benefits, pushing his income to
$228,8306, up 3 percent from the
$221,572 he received in 2001-
2002.

College Provost and Vice
President of Academic Affairs
Steven Kapelke received a
salary and benefits increase of
$11,716, bringing his annual
income from salary and benefits

to $235,402, a 5 percent
increase.
Vice President of Student

Affairs Mark Kelly received
close to a 4 percent increase in

gl |

salary and benefits from the
2001-2002 fiscal year. The
increase brings Kelly’s net
income up to $213,314 from
$205,265 the previous fiscal
year, a bump of more than
$8,000.

Cheryl Johnson-Odim, dean
of the School of Liberal Arts
and Sciences, made $194,969
for the 2002-2003 fiscal year.
Her salary and benefits
increased by almost 4 percent,
from $187,973 for the 2001-
2002 fiscal year.

J. Dennis Rich, chairman of
the Arts, Entertainment and
Media Management
Department, took a 3 percent
loss in salary and benefits for
the 2002-2003 fiscal year. His
salary and benefits compensa-
tion dropped more than $5,000
from $185,582 to $179,928.

Nicholas Rabkin, executive
director for Chicago Center for
Arts Policy,. received a small
increase of $602 to his salary
and benefits package bringing
his net income to $198,327 from
$197,725 in the previous fiscal
year.

Recently retired Bert Gall
rounded out the list with a
$229,185 salary and benefits
package. Gall retired from his
position as provost and execu-
tive vice president in 2003.
That year he received a 2 per-
cent increase in salary and ben-
efits from the $224,064 he made
in the previous fiscal year. Gall
also received $3,309 in expens-
es. Only Carter and Gall
received expense accounts from
the college.
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THANK

YOU

These individuals will be honored at the annual Service Award

Luncheon on November 5th, 2004 at the Chicago Hilton &

Towers

25 Years

Diane Ambrose, Student Financial Services
Kevin Cassidy, Art & Design

Keith Cleveland, Graduate School

Wayne Tukes, Advising Center

20 Years

Yvonne Branch, IT

Joseph Gaszak, Building Services
Howard Hildebrandt, Admissions

Dorothy Horton-Jackson, Freshman Seminar

Mark Kelly, Student Affairs

Peter Radke, Student Financial Services
Anita Strejc, Creative & Printing Services
Ruby Turner, Advising Center

15 Years

Gordon Bieberle, IT

Patricia Brown, Accounting

Tracy Cargo, Payroll

Mike DeSalle, Finance

Kim Hale, Library

Felicia Holt, Library

Sharon Levine, Art & Design

Martha Meegan, Campus Environment
Morris Phibbs, CBMR

Gigi Posejpal, Enrollment Management
Clifton Stuckey, Building Services
Chris West, Television

The office of Human Resources
congratulates the following employees
for their years of service, dedication and
contributions to Columbia College Chicago.

10 Years

Mark Brticevich, Fitness Center

Billy Cole, IT

Paula Epstein, Library

Lee Gerstein, Instructional Records
Rhonda Hart, Human Resources
Stephanie Lambert, Audio Visual

Gillian Moore, Academic Initiatives & Int'l Programs
Larry Oberc, Library

Robert Paasch, Student Financial Services
Ron Pitts, Film/Video

Yvonne Sode, Office of the President

5 Years

Nick Aguina, Writing Center

Daniel Baker, Building Services

Deborah Barnes, Accounting

Michael Bright, Film/Video

Corey Byrd, Transfer Evaluation

Jason Coleman, Building Services

Timothy Creed, Building Services

Robert Creed, Building Services

Sandra Cuprisin, Film/Video

Carlos De La Cruz, English

Bill Drendel, Book & Paper

Kara DuQuette, Educational Studies

Julio Flores, OCAP

Alexandra Garcia, School of Liberal Arts & Sciences
William Gregory, Records

Laura Haefner, CBMR

Tomika Henry, Student Financial Services
Kathleen Jordan-Baker, CBMR

Larry Kapson, Film/Video

Chris Kerr, Art & Design

David Krause, Center for Teaching Excellence
Dan LaCloche, Film/Video

Thomas Lee, Art & Design

Robert Linkiewicz, Photography

Marilyn Quiroz, Administrative Services
Chris Richert, Columbia Chronicle/Echo
Karen Smith, Advising Center °
Filomena Stroup, Marketing Communication
Adam Triantaflos, Film/Video

Della Turman, Student Financial Services
Chris Zozaski, Television

We thank you for your commitment to the mission of
Columbia College Chicago. Your efforts make it possible
for our students to experience a supportive and stimulat-
ing academic environment!
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cntation process for mcoming
freshmen, the creation of the
Freshman Center, the Summer
Bodpe Program and improve
ments e the  regastration
I'hose improvements,
not only helped (o
retention, but helped
win the

Freshman
2002 Retention
Awards  Program
Noel-Levitz, a national
consulting fim that specializes
i, among other things, student
retention,

“Students don't get the same
runaround that they might have
encountered several years ago,”
Kelly simid

According 1o Columbia offh
cials, the ngher retention rate of
transfer students, for both full
and part-time students, also rep
resents a typieal seenario for
colleges across the country

“I'd be hugely  surprised
that trend was different at other

|||HL [RERY
he  sand,
maintain
Columbia
Comprehensive
Inittiative an the
Iixcellence
from

mstitutions  that have a fawly
stpnificant transfer population,”
sand Steve Kapelke, provost and
vice  president ol academic
alfairs. “Transfer students come
here in their second or third year
ol college and they have a real

clear sense of what they want. If

they only have two years of col-
lege left, 1's almost by deflini-
tion that the retention rates for
those students will be higher.”
Kelly said there are no specif-
1 measures o bolster retention
at Columbia, except working on

improving  the college as a
whole.
“"One of the things about

retention theory is that there is
no magic bullet that improves
retention,” Kelly said. “It's the
totality ol the college's behavior
that makes a difference, from
what happens inside the class-
room to what happens outside.”

According o Kapelke,
Columbia’s focus is on the out
come, not on retention, The real

Tina Wagner/The Chronicle
Progress 1s made in the painting of the 11th Street Campus, 72 E. 11th 8t the initiative by
Columbia's Office of Campus Environmont to make the school a more visible presence in the
'-(mih Loop. Onca complate, the 11th Straet Campus will jc)in the 33 E. Congl)ms‘s Parkway

Change uqo

focus, he  said, s giving
Columbia  the best possible
practices, including  faculty

development—another of  the
suggestions made in the 1999
retention  recommendations

and the technological improve-
ments made to Columbia’s
advising relationship between
faculty members and students.

“Retention is  recally  the
residue  of good practices,”
Kapelke said. “"What  we're
striving to do ... is improve the
quality of everything we do
always, and if we continue to do
that, our retention rates will
improve.”

Kelly said he is confident that
the projected retention rates for
fall 2005 will be in line with the
rate's current upward trend.

“I am fairly confident that a
year from now, when we look at
the retention rate for the fresh
man class that just entered,
we'll be surpassing the national
average,” Kelly said.

Preliminary Fall-to-Fall Retention
Full-time Students Only
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gram helps
low-income
students learn

O Conaway looks to take over Bridge Program

i
Assistant Nows Editor
Before  joining  Columbia’s

Conaway Achievement Program,
sophomore  film and

ty. Due to lack of funding, the pro-
gram cannot accommodate all stu-
dents who meet the criteria and an
application process is necessary
for program acceptance.
Administrative assistant Joyce
Butts said she regrets that

video major James Duke ?
would try to squeeze F'.
s

more students cannot be a
part of the program.

homework and writing » ~——i—1  "“I's unfortunate that

papers into his alrcady | P 1 we have a limit,” Butts

long workday. ". ¢ - said. “We clearly could
Without a computer at 0 STUBENT lIFE service more students.”

home, the only way Duke
could get things done outside of
school was at his job.

But during a retreat with the
Office  of Community Arts
Partnerships, Duke was told about
the Conaway program.

The program provides low-
income students and those with
physical, psychological and learn-
ing disabilities computer access,
tutoring and counseling through-
out the entire semester. There is
also talk of CAP soon encompass-
ing the Bridge Program, which
assists certain students in college
learning.,

Counselor and case manager
Hugo Hernandez is new o CAP,
but already has a close bond with
the program’s students.,

“Some students just come to
talk, not always about academics,”
Hernandez said. “And everything
stays in the office.”

CAP is a part of the federal
TRIO  program, | funded by
Columbia as well as the U.S.
Department of Education, that
helps low income and disadvan-
taged students to have a more
rewarding college experience.

The program is in its eighth year
and consists of a director, two
counselors, one administrative
assistant and 150 Columbia stu-
dents,

Sophomore film and video
major  Marion  Wdowikowski,
active in CAP for his second year,
is very pleased at what the pro-
gram has done for him.

“It's  not  for everyone,”
Wdowikowski said, “but it's been
really helpful to me, because [
don't have a computer at home.”

New computers and free print-
ing make the CAP lab the best on
campus, Wdowikowski said.

To be eligible for the program,
astudent must be a first generation
college student, have low-income
status or a documented physical,
psychological or learning disabili-

Butts left retirement
from her accounting job to work at
CAP, and although she's only six
months into the position, she feels
that she is finally where she wants
to be.

“I think this is part of my job as
a contributor to society,” Butts
said. “Some students don’t have
the advantages of others, so this
program provides those advan-
tages.”

Butts said a sense of unity is an
important part of the program, and
CAP students share her feelings.

“It's like a small family,”
Wdowikowski said. “I  know
cveryone who works here. I'm
here every day.”

Junior television major Albert
Roman became a CAP student this
semester, and appreciates the open
and helpful environment. He plans
on continuing with the program
until graduation.

“It's very convenient,” Roman
said. “They're all very helpful and
friendly, just very nice people.”

As an educator, Hernandez said,
the program has changed the way
he looks at things.

“It makes me more sensitive to
their needs,” Hernandez said. “It
makes you aware of what’s hap-
pening out there [in the world]
right now."

Wdowikowski had nothing but
praise for the new counselor.

“He's a  great  guy,”
Wdowikowski said. “We talk
about anything we want, about
school and other stuff too.”

As a government-funded pro-
gram, CAP is not at risk of closing
anytime soon, Hernandez said.
And while talks are still in the
works concerning the Bridge
Program, Hernandez thinks it
would be a positive addition to
CAP.

“I think [CAP] is a good lhmg to
have around Columbia,” Roman
said. "'l love this program.”
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Future of stem cells hangs on Nov. 2

QO Wedge issue mobilizes voters on both ends of the political spectrum

By Adam J. Ferington

I'he vigilant eyes of a universi-
ty lab technician stare down at an
unfertilized ovum floating in a
culture petri dish from an electri-
fied magnification of 10,000
times. The technician pierces the
almost ethereal membrane of the
egg with excruciatingly slow pre-
cision and removes its 23 chro-
mosomes. A moment later, a full

pose of destroying it invalidates

everything that science has
achieved,” Tarne said
Currently there are 22 “lines,”

or harvested stem cells, cultivat-
ed from excess embryos used for
i vitro fertilization available to
researchers. A federal ban passed
in 2001 prohibited the use of fed-
eral funds for the creation of new
embryonic stem cells, citing,
“Profound ethical questions,
because extracting the stem cell
destroys the embryo, and thus

genetic sequence extracted from destroys  its
a patient is deli- - putcnl]a] for
cately inserted life,” accord-
into the vacant | “This is the direction we ing to
egg cell and need to move. We can’t President
p ‘:::l\il.\mh ?f, a»ch?u\“c [results] with the g;;’;“ As “ﬂ'
fuse it together. limitations and resources concession,
With  luck,  the currently available.” the  govern-
ovum will under- . ment stated 1t
go mitosis and . X would contin-
begin to divide. | —Dr Charles Jennings, | . funding for
making it possi- | executive director of the | the 78 existing

ble for doctors to |
harvest a variety
of stem cell lines |

that may be used
to treat everything from diabetes

10 Alzheimer’s disease

The described scenario, known
as somatic cell nuclear cloning, 18
the end result of a controversial
bioengineering initiative known
as embryonic stem cell research
Explicitly described as the cre-
ation and harvesting of embryon-
ic cells for purposes of therapeu-
tic cloning, stem cell research has
become the subject of debate
among politicians and ethicists.

For all the political debate
points associated with stem cell
research, its most ardent support-
ers and adamant detractors claim
that the 1ssue 1s not one of poli-
ticking, but of how society
defines a human life.

“We [as a culture] cannot allow
ourselves to commodify the basic
precepts of human life in the
name of scientific advancement,”
said Gene Tarne, communica-
tions director of Do No Harm:
The Coalition of Americans for
Research Ethics. “To create
human life with the intent pur-

sis until a new ‘line’ of stem cells

Harvard University Stem |
Cell Research Institute

[ embryos in
| eryogenic stor-

age, but would
allow

" not
funding to create new stem cells

“This allows us to explore the
promise and potential of stem
cell research without crossing a
fundamental moral line, by pro-
viding taxpayer funding that
would sanction or encourage fur-
ther destruction of human
embryos that have at least the
potential for life,” Bush said.

Numerous organizations, such
as Do No Harm, claim that the
use of existing embryonic stem
cells, adult stem cells, samples of
embryonic cord blood and stem
cells taken from mice have been
more than adequate in continuing
research.

“If you look at the current col-
lection of research, it is showing
therapeutic benefits right now,”
Tarne said. “The current methods
using adult stem cells and cells
from mice are proving them-
selves as more scientifically
viable than the pipe dream that
embryonic research promises.”

Other researchers would dis-
agree.

any

needs to be grown.

“Of the 78 embryos,
there are severe limitations
on the usefulness that the
cultured lines provide,”
said  Doctor  Charles
Jennings, executive direc-
tor of the Stem Cell
Research  Institute  at
Harvard University.

Fo

Photos courtesy KRT

Stem cell transplants between mice have proven successful.
Whether the results will show equal success in humans is still
a subject of fierce debate among politicians and scientists.

“The majority of the embryos
[have] come from similar geno-
types, so there’s an immense lack
of diversity in the disease models
for us to study.”

The argument over where the
embryos used for medical
research should come from has
been tightly married with when
human life begins among the
most staunch opponents of
embryonic stem cell research.

“As 1t exists now, and will con-
tinue to, the Catholtc Church is

KRT
Collections of spare embryos from in vitro fertilization are kept in cryogenic sta-
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opposed to the research [on]
embryonic stem cells, regardless
of whether they are created or
taken from existing embryos
[intended for in vitro fertiliza-
tion],” said Richard Doerflinger,
deputy director of pro-life activi-
ties for the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
“There is no differentiation
between the value of human life,
regardless of what some scien-
tists may claim.”

The result of the presidential
election could define the future

of stem cell research. Each side
has drawn a line in the sand in
hopes that the candidate most
closely aligned with their pur-
pose takes office.

“An annulment of the federal
ban on embryonic research
would be disastrous,” Tarne said.
“Despite claims to the contrary,
the technology for [somatic-cell
nuclear] cloning will never be a
reality, regardless of how much
money is pumped into it.”

“We are exceptionally careful
when dealing with the embryos.
No sample is allowed to mature
for more than 14 days, and there
will never be any implantation of
embryonic cells into a womb,”
Jennings said. “More than ever,
we need to continue with the
progress that we've made ... vir-
tual cell transplantation, creating
cells that model specific diseases.
This is the direction we need to
move. We can’t achieve that with
the limitations and resources cur-
rently available.”

‘Growing a ‘line’ of stem cells
‘Human and other animal cefle can b2 grown In cuture dishes,
and a siable, salf-repicating mhwedeﬂvedirmn a singleceu
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Stories from colleges across the country

‘College students in Madison can still register to vote and

cast ballots on Nov. 2...

CHICAGO—Lawyer Robert
Cummings, a representative for
approximately 50 breast cancer
survivors, said a Narth Chicago
medical school stopped a lifesav-
ing experimental vaccine pro-
gram, despite claims the treat-
ment was supposed to last for the
rest of the patients’ lives.

“I don’t want to over-drama-
tize it, but it’s a case of life and

" death,” Cummings said at a hear-
ing in federal court.

Rosalind Franklin University
of Medicine and Science discon-
“tinued the study earlier this year
because it did not show any clin-
ical benefits to patients, school
officials said.

The program, started by Dr.
George Springer, was to continue
using an estimated $18 million
donation the doctor left to the
school when he died in 1998,
Cummings said.

NEVADA, lowa—The parents
of an Iowa State University stu-
dent who died in his dorm room
of an accidental drug overdose,
have filed a wrongful death law-
suit against a North Dakota
chemical company.

Michael and Diana Babicz, of
Palatine, Ill., filed the lawsuit in
Story County District Court last
month. They claim LTK
Research Products sold their son
a potentially dangerous chemical
over the Internet knowing the
chemical was not for human con-
sumption.

Michael Babicz, 22, died in
October 2002 of an overdose of
dextromethorphan, an ingredient
found in cough medicine.

Court records said dex-
tromethorphan can be ingested as
a recreational drug and can pro-
duce hallucinations similar to
LSD or ecstasy. K

The lawsuit claims the compa-
ny sold dextromethorphan under
the guise that it was selling to
legitimate researchers.

SEATTLE— Students are
leaving college owing more and
more, and that swelling debt is
outpacing the rise in other higher-
education costs.

“It means the most educated
individuals in our society, who

-would go out and do the best

financially, are also the ones
entering their careers with the
heaviest debt we’ve ever asked
our graduates to carry,” said
Douglas Breithaupt, president of
the College Planning Network, a
Seattle nonprofit organization.

Nationally, the average debt
for undergraduates had reached
$18,900 in 2002, according to a
recent survey by lender Nellie
Mae.

Maximum loan amounts under
federal programs have not
changed in the past 14 years. As a
result, students are turning to pri-
vate lenders to finance their edu-
cation.

Western Washington
University estimates that its stu-
dents received $517,708 from
private lenders in the 1999-2000
school year. That number has
increased to $2.1 million.

Overall, higher education
remains an attractive investment.
According to Postsecondary
Education Opportunity, the medi-
an income for a college graduate
in 2003 was’ $48,896, compared
to $29,800 for a high-school
graduate.

WALNUT CREEK, Calif—
A shortage, of financial aid is
increasingly keeping low income
students away from college,
according to a national report.

The combination of a slumping
economy and rising college fees
have hit students hard, according
to a three-part report on financial
aid, college prices and the bene-
fits of higher education released
by the College Board, a nonprof-
it organization that focuses on
equality in education.

It takes a village.

Laurel Tveit displays the 3-D glasses used to view a virtual village show during the Circle of
Cultures event at the University of Mary in Bismarck, N.D.

TOLUMBIA COLLEGE LIBRARY
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Courtesy Associated Press Photo

Because lower income stu-
dents aré more likely to attend
public colleges, inadequate state
and federal funding has particu-
larly hurt them, said Clinton
Bristow, a College Board mem-
ber and president of Alcorn State
University in Mississippi.

MADISON, Wis.—Students
at the University of Madison,
Wis., can still register to vote by
going to their polling place on
Election Day and meeting a few
simple requirements.

Two important battleground
states, Wisconsin and Minnesota,
allow same-day registration, yet
another wildcard in a presidential

race filled with uncertainty.

As Republicans, Democrats
and  special-interest  groups
devote hundreds of millions of
dollars to an unprecedented
ground effort to turn out the vote,
potential voters aren’t even on
their radar.

The ground war is heavily
dependent on extensive databases
that target registered voters.

Hundreds of thousands of stu-
dents in Wisconsin and five other
states that allow same-day regis-
tration have not yet been loaded
into the computer, meaning they
are less likely to receive a phone
call or door-knock reminding
them to vote.

The uncertainty that same-day
registration can add to an election
was demonstrated in 1998 when
former professional wrestler
Jesse Ventura was elected gover-
nor of Minnesota.

Exceptionally high last-minute
turnouts among college students
helped sweep Ventura into office.

Similar late bursts in momen-
tum by President George W.
Bush or Sen. John Kerry could
also be magnified in states like
Wisconsin that allow for voting
by college students motivated at
the last minute to cast a ballot.

— Compiled by Adam J. Ferington

Higher tuition turning Generation X into generation debt

O 12 out of every 1,000 people ages 25 to 34 filed for bankruptcy in 2001, study shows

By Jackie Cohen
CBS Marke!Watch(KRT)

SAN FRANCISCO-Thanks
to  mushrooming college
tuition, and what’s been called
predatory marketing by credit
card companies, young people
are ruining their credit histories
before they’ve had a shot at
building wealth.

Credit card debt among 18-
to 24-year-olds has spiked 104
percent from 1992 to 2001,
according to a new report by
consumer advocacy group
Demos.

Such debt has also risen 55
percent among 25- to 34-year-
olds during the same time
frame.

When accounting for all
households, debt rose 38 per-
cent,

“College tuitions have had
double-digit inflation annually
over this period of time, while

Pell grants cover a much small-
er percentage of school costs,’
said Javier Silva, an analyst at
Demos. “Generation X is the
first to pay its way through with
loans rather than grants.”
Exacerbating young people’s
money problems is stagnant
wage growth since the 1970s, at
least for entry-level jobs. These
positions also tend to have less
comprehensive health-care ben-
efits, if any, forcing young peo-
ple to either go without care or
default on medical bills.
Granted, such burdens are
being shouldered by people of
all ages; consumer credit out-
standing hovers near all-time
highs. But young people’s
problems are another sign of
these indebted times.
Bankruptcy filings have
reached record levels in recent
years, and 25- to 34-year-olds
have the second-highest filing
rate after 35- to 44-year-olds.
“Medical emergencies have

become one of the biggest
causes of bankruptcy today,
along with job loss and
divorce,” said Silva.

Demos reports that about 12
out of every 1,000 people ages
25 to 34 filed for bankruptcy in
2001, a rate 19 percent higher
than people at that age a decade
earlier.

This finding correlates with
the fact that, historically speak-
ing, credit cards now have the
highest rate of penetration
among young people. Three
out of every four 18- to 24-
year-olds have a credit card.

Among these account hold-
ers, the average household
spends almost one-third of its
income on paying off debt,
more than twice the percentage
spent by 18- to 24-year-olds in
1992.

About 10 percent of the peo-
ple in this age group consider
their debt burdens to be a hard-
ship, meaning they spend at

least 40 percent of their income
on paying off these loans.

That jumps to one in seven
people ages 25 to 34 in similar
financial straits.

Clearly, student loans and
low incomes are making it
harder than ever for young peo-
ple to get out of debt.

To remedy these problems,
Demos calls on Pell grants and
other federal programs to keep
up with tuition costs.

The advocacy group is also
drafting model legislation
requiring card issuers to pro-
vide a two-week grace period
for payments coming in after
the deadline.

Such practices used to be the
norm before the deregulation of
the credit card industry in the
1970s and 1980s. Before these
changes, issuers were capped
on the amount of interest they
could charge.

Consequently, those with less
than stellar credit were simply

unable to obtain cards, because
issuers couldn’t price their
rates and products based on
risk.

Today, this young demo-
graphic has become one of the
most lucrative for credit card
issuers and consumer products
companies alike.

The heightened likelihood of
defaults that comes with this
territory simply gets passed on
to other cardholders, in the way
of higher interest rates and
attendant fees.

“We’d like to see credit card
issuers require a co-signer for
people under 21 years old,
unless they can prove they have
independent means of income,”
said Silva. “And we want to
limit any rate increases to
future activity.”

Today, when an issuer raises
a cardholder’s interest rate, the
new percentage applies retroac-
tively, adding to their debt bur-
dens.
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Absolute faith is not a requwen;ent in wrchurch An
“open heartis. Come joifi us as we celebrate the birth of
Jesus Chyist. And you may just find that faith s the

’ greatest Christmas present of all.

Christ the King Lutheran Church, E
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OCanada

Canada seems like a nice
place to live. And as of press
time, I'm weighing my options

as to whether I'd settle in
Vancouver or Toronto—depend-
ing on the outcome of the elec-
tion,

Don’t think I'm kidding.

As I'm writing this, the state of
our nation is completely up in
the air. Who will be our next
president: John Kerry or George
W. Bush (again)? Who knows?
We can only hope that it won't
take as long to determine as it
did in 2000.

| do know that if it is, indeed,
the latter, I'm packing up my
cats and CDs and heading
north.

Don't get me wrong. | love
this country, but Canada just
looks so perfect and peaceful,
not to mention green. That's
because there's hardly any pol-
lution. The atmosphere seems
so positive. Road rage Is very
rare. Everyone always seems
happy, eating their Canadian
bacon and saying things like
"eh” and "a boot" (as opposed
to "about”).

OK, those are completely
stereotypical Canadian charac-
terizations. | apologize

Wwhat doy

y nl :lust

“She’s prefty much talentless an

“ think it's pretty unfair. They d

Melanie Shaw
Freshman
Fine Arts

Wait, | almost forgot about
hockey! | love hockey and the
sport in the States just hasn't
been what it used to be since
USA beat Russia (no, | haven't
recently watched Miracle, |
swear). There'd be nothing bet-
ter than going to a real
Canadian hockey game and
watching grown men beat the
daylight out of each other on
ice.

| would love to sing along to
the Canadian national anthem
before each game. It goes “O
Canada.” | can remember that
It's not quite as complicated as
something about a home of the
brave and land of something
free. That's what | like about
Canada: the simplicity. And the
moose.

Plus, | hear the beer is better
and different colored money is
definitely cool. Green money is
just so boring. Free health care
would be great too, considering
| will have none when | finish
school—unless, of course, | get
a job. But thanks to one of the
candidates (I'm not naming
names), that isn't likely.

While better beer and funny
money may not be compelling
enough reasons to make me
move to Canada, the fact that
there’s no chance of ever being
drafted doesn't look too shabby.
And never hearing the words
“unpatriotic” or “traitor” again
would be great, too.

| don't feel bad about my
decision to abandon ship,
because I'd also be moving to
Canada, not only to escape the
American government, but for
its entertainment. (Apparently,
I'm into that kind of thing.)

There's the television show

BY JAMIE MURNANE/A&E EDITOR

“Degrassi” that—while | haven't
actually seen an entire episode
of it—seems quite infectious.

Yes, there's nothing like a
bunch of Canadian hlgh school-
ers getting pregnant. (I sure
hope. I'll be able to watch “The
0O.C.” in Canada, or else 'l
have to rethink my entire plan.)

The Canadian music scene
isn't so bad, either. Since the
country is so close to America
(and really, it's just like one big
state), I'll still be able to see my
favorite bands on tour. Plus,
Canada claims some of my
favorite musicians like Tegan
and Sara, Holly McNarland and
The Weakerthans—and some
not-so-favorites, but just as
notable: Alanis Morissette,
Barenaked Ladies (yes, they
made us all say “underwear”)
and Sarah McLachlan.

Perhaps most importantly,
Canada has stolen my old hair-
dresser. | thought | was over
this months ago, but my new
one just doesn’t seem to be get-
ting my color quite right. So the
move north would not only be
good for my political morale, but
for my hair. It needs help.

To avoid turning this into an
overly political column (I like to
focus on me, really), we'll just
say that I'd (there | am, again!)
be happy if the candidate with a
name similar to that of the pub-
lic region (way to go, Whoopi!)
doesn't win. So, I'm putting all
my trust in the swing states. If
they let me down, don't be sur-
prised if you don’t see my name
(and big stupid picture) on this
page again

So, in the words of Jerry
McGuire, "who's comin’ with
me?”

MONDAY

Mark DeRosa spins at a CD-
release party for the Donnas at

Delilah’s, 2771 N. Lincoln Ave
9pm. 21+

‘World Cup Comedy” finals at
Comedy Sportz of Chicago
2851 N. Halsted St.,

8 p.m

TUESDAY

VOTE!

Dr. Strangelove 40th Anniversary
released on DVD

Chicago Images, paintings of
Chicago by 30 different artists at
Frederick Baker Inc. 1230 W.
Jackson Bivd.,

10 a.m.-5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Weakerthans, Piebald, Fembots &
the High Strung at Logan Square

Auditorium, 2539 N. Kedzie Blvd.,
7p.m.

THISWEEKINA&E

“Click at a Flick" pre-screening
party for Ray with cocktails, tarot
card readings and interactive
games at Loews Cineplex.

600 N. Michigan Ave., 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY

Beastie Boys, Talib Kweli at United
Center, 1901 W. Madison St.,
7:30 p.m.

Strung Out, Saosin, Love is Red at
House of Blues, 329 N. Dearborn St.,
6:30 p.m.

The Chicago Lesbian and Gay
International Film Festival Opening
Night at Music Box Theatre.

3733 N. Southport Ave., 6:30 p.m.
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Brian Malnassy
Freshman
Music composition

FRIDAY

Le Tigre, the Gossip at the Vic,
3145 N. Sheffield St.,
7:30 p.m.

Dresden Dolls at Park West, 322 W.
Armitage St.,
9 p.m. 18+

SATURDAY

Blonde Redhead, Helio Sequence at
Metro, 3730 N. Clark St.,
9p.m.

lent.”

SUNDAY

Pinback, Earlimart at Metro, 3730 N.
Clarlg St.,
9 p.m. 18+

How to contact A&E:

Jamie Murnane/A&E Editor
jmurnane@chroniclemail.com
312.344.8565

Trish Bendix/Asst. A&E Editor
tbendix@chroniclemail.com
312.344.7521

Todd Burbo/Asst. A&E Editor
tburbo@chroniclemail.com
312.344.7086
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Lennon competition pays college songwriters

Columbia students among 49 other schools invited to participate in former
Beatle’s posthumous songwriting confest

By Kristen Menke/Managing Editor

All you need is love. And
songwriting skills.

Columbia students looking
to create their own
“Revolution” get a chance to
be heard (and get paid) with
the 8th Annual John Lennon
Scholarships of 2005.

Established in 1997, the
same year as the John Lennon
Songwriting Contest, this
annual competition was start-
ed by Lennon’s widow, Yoko
Ono. It offers not only a
$10,000 scholarship to the
first-place winner, but an
evening of rubbing elbows with
the most powerful music pub-
lishers at the BMI Pop Awards
ceremony.

“There’s a lot of music activ-
ity that goes on in colleges and
universities inside and outside
the music department of
schools. So when Yoko Ono
started this competition she
thought it would be great to
encourage young people to
write  music,” said Ralph
Jackson, president of the BMI
Foundation Inc., a nonprofit
organization that administrates
the competition.

“It's testing the real world,
competing against other peo-
ple for recognition and the
opportunity for students to
write something that can be
heard by the public,” said J.
Richard. Dunscomb, the chair-

man of Columbia’s Music
Department.

While there are other song-
writing scholarships available,
the Lennon Scholarships are
open to any student ages 15 to
24, and not just to music
majors. Unlike other competi-
tions that include categories
like pop, rock and folk, the
contest pits hip-hop and rock
songwriters  against one
another for the $10,000 prize.

“It's a songwriting competi-
tion in any style,” Jackson
said. “We've had country-
western songs win. We've.had
hip-hop songs win—just about
every different kind of song.”

Only 50 schools are invited
to send applicants, and
Columbia is one of four
schools in lllinois, including
Elmhurst College, and Millikin
and Northwestern universities.
Jackson estimates that the
foundation receives nearly 500
applications from the schools
and another 100 from MENC:
The National Association for
Music Education, which gets
entries from its local chapters.

“Really, thousands of people
participate every year. It's a
complex competition in that
way, to run, because we do it
on two levels. We choose 50
schools where we know
there’s activity,” Jackson said.

Once contestants make it

past a preliminary round of six
judges, they move on to a final
round of three judges. Last
year's judges included Suzan
Jenkins, a jazz specialist, and
Frank Wildhorn, composer of
Broadway's “Jekyll & Hyde."” In
addition to the first place win-
ner, the three judges of the
final round pick the second
and third place winners; both
receive $5,000. Last vyear,
honorable mentions were also
awarded.

“There are all sorts of stars
and music publishers who are
there who heard this first prize
winner's music. He walked up
to the stage just like in the
Grammy Awards, in a profes-
sional environment—everyone
met him,"” Jackson said. “More
than anything, it's a connec-
tion to the professional music
world.”

And while there are those
who would jump at the chance
to win a $10,000 scholarship
and have their work heard by
executives from BMG,
Universal and EMI, students
should not limit their career
moves to the competition.

“They should write a lot of
songs and try to find a means
of getting credible sounding
demos. If they want to
approach it as a songwriter,
then they should approach
publishers, particularly in
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AUDIO, DV, or VIDEO TAPE:
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FLASH UNITS & MOST OTHER
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Always Low Prices On:
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The John Lennon Scholarship Contest offers young musicians a
$10,000 scholarship and a trip to the BMI Pop Awards.

Nashville. ... Play them songs
and get the reaction of profes-
sionals. Take some of that wis-
dom back and apply it to your
writing,” said Gary Yerkins, a
songwriting  instructor  at
Columbia.

“If you're approaching it as a

e e

Third Generation - Same Family Ownership
312-427-5580 - 24 Hour Fax: 312-427-1898

www.centralcamera.com - email: sales@centralcamera.com

IKONICA MINOLTA

PHOTOGRAPHIC EDUCATION PROGRAM
Traditional or Digital - It all starts with a good exposure!

Auto Meter VF

Ambient & Flash Meter

The Minolta Auto Meter VF features simplified
operation and enhanced functionality. In addition to
providing shadow/highlight-based exposure cal-
culations for reflected light measurement, this new
meter offers a custom setting mode which allows
users to specify a desired exposure correction
value and shutter speed increments across a broad
range of aperture and shutter speeds. And, for the
firsttime, the Auto Meter VF provides an Analyze
function, which conveniently displays the flash/
ambient lighting ratio.

Photographic Education
Program Price:

220

performing singer/songwriter,
then it's just sort of scrapping
up from the bottom, trying to
get gigs, get an audience, get
some attention.”

For more information on the
John Lennon Scholarships
visit www.bmifoundation.org.

Konica Minolta Products available thru the Photographic Education Program:
* Photo Meters « Inkjet Photo Paper
* Select AF Film Cameras and Lenses + DiMage Film Scanners
* Select DiMage Digital Cameras « Konica Centuria 35mm Color Neg Film
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cducator at an accredited academic institution teaching photographic courses. Proof of academic activity is required. Come in for details
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Seven directors,

By Jamie Murnane/A&E Editor

he latest endeavor from

the improv/collaborative
Tmm organization Split

Pillow is about to make a
critical social statement:
Seven women can accomplish
what it took 11 men to do.

The proof is the feature film
Brushfires, which premieres at
the 23rd annual Chicago Gay
and Lesbian Film Festival
Nov. 10. A collaboration of
seven Chicago-area women
directors, the film is the sec-
ond cliffhanger-style film Split
Pillow has produced. Last
year's appropriately named
The Cliffhanger was the first.

Split Pillow is a nonprofit film
organization  working to
expose emerging filmmakers.
Focusing mainly on experi-
mental and collaborative work,
Split Pillow offers workshops
and promotes special events
to support independent film-
making.

The production process of a
film such as Brushfires follows
the 20th century surrealist
concept of “Exquisite Corpse,”
which states that artistic
genius can be a shared expe-
rience. Film is typically not an
easy medium to share, but
Etta. Worthington, Ai Lene
Chor, Aprill Winney, Amber

Mohammad, Laura Lonigro,
Maria Gigante and Wendy Jo
Carlton have proved it can
happen.

A convoluted story focusing
on what happens when a shy
girl secretly falls in love with
her punk rock, female room-
mate. Brushfires is split into
seven 15-minute chapters,
each written and directed by a
different director. All the chap-
ters use the same characters
and follow the same storyline.

“We thought it'd also be
interesting to see what would
happen if we put seven
women together, since the last
one—by coincidence, not by
design—had been all men,”
said Split Pillow founder and
executive director Jason
Stephens. “I thought it'd make
for an interesting comparison
between genders—kind of a
social study, as well.”

In December, Stephens
(who is finishing his master's
in arts management at
Columbia) and other Split
Pillow board members began
contacting potential directors.
By January, they were neck
deep in reels to review. And so
began the interview process
that would narrow down a
lengthy list of area directors to
seven—based on their avail-
ability, enthusiasm for the proj-
ect and individual style.

i

“Conceptually, it's not as
much of a collaboration
because it's based on
‘Exquisite Corpse,” which is
that one person does a piece
and then it goes on,” said
Chor, a Columbia grad stu-
dent, who directed the second
chapter, “Mirror.” o

“With real ‘Exquisite
Corpse, you don’t look back to
see what the previous person
has filmed, which is what [Split
Pillow] tried to do last year
with The Cliffhanger. But for
production and narrative pur-
poses this year, with the seven
women, they tried to make it
more collaborative. ... We
actually gave each other feed-
back during the writing
process—even the production
process. But the editing
process, we didn't get feed-
back.”

Chor didn't need as much
feedback, as she was lucky
enough to have an earlier
chapter that gave her much
more freedom. The first few
chapters give an array of
options to the next filmmaker,
in terms of storyline plot points
and characters.

“You didn’t want to overde-
velop the beginning, because
you wanted to give the oppor-
tunity to the next few direc-
tors,” Chor said. “It became
more challenging toward the
end, because you have all
these open doors and now
you have to start closing them,
and start making decisions on
who the character is and what
needs to happen with their
back history, whatever it is.
So, it was challenging for them
in that regard, but for me, it
was a lot of fun. | introduced
two characters who weren't in
the first chapter and just kind
of left it up to the third chap-
ter.”

The next directors, up for a
challenge, ran with what had
been done before them. It
helped that this time the direc-
tors were able to see the
scripts that each had written,
in order to follow the storyline.
But each of the women were
responsible for dissecting their
own characters. Mohammad,
a transfer junior at Columbia,
who filmed chapter four,
“Cancerous Circus,” said it
was obvious that Split Pillow
wanted to select directors with
varying styles, as she leans
more toward guerilla-style
filmmaking.

“They wanted different
directors and different back-
grounds. And you certainly got
it. It shows in the work,” she

one film

said. “| was chapter four, so |
saw one through three’s rough
cuts before | started mine, so it
was just about keeping with
the continuity. The only thing |
think | broke was like a phone
number. But, for the most part,
| think it worked out really well,
watching the other rough cuts.
| just didn't watch after me.
After that, | was just blown
away and had to go back to
work.”

It's no wonder Mohammad
was blown away. The directors
only had 10 days to shoot their
chapters. There wasn't even
time for the actors to rehearse.
They were given the complete
script ahead of time and met
with a few of the directors, but
everything was figured out on
the spot.

“I think the collaboration was

(Continued on page 5)

A scene from chapter two, ‘Mirror,” directed by Columbia grad student Ai Lene Chor, which

was filmed in Chor's bathroom.

‘Into a Cloud' director Wendy Jo Carlton oversees the filming of
the final chapter of ‘Brushfires.’

'
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(Continued from page 4)

hard because when you make a film
there’'s no kind of connection,”
Mohammad said. And in this sense,
you're kind of following someone
else’s—the actor’s traits—you don't
want to make the person seem too dif-
ferent. It was easy in the same sense
because you had a basis and it prob-
ably made it go a little quicker, seeing
as we didn't have a lot of time to think
of the whole story, which is the whole
idea of improvisational film.”

As far as the storyline went,
Mohammad said she wanted to put a
twist on it by making it a little darker—
one step further than chapter three—
to “make it a little more interesting and
pull viewers in.”

“I think we all had our own little per-
ceptions of where the story was going
to go, but | knew in the back of my
head that it wasn't going to,” she said.
“It's like reading a story and you think
one thing's going to happen and then

something else happens. It's not rou-
tinely put together—it's one of a kind.”

While Chor and Mohammad dealt
more with the middle of the story,
where there was more freedom,
recent Chicago transplant Wendy Jo
Carlton took on the hefty challenge of
ending the film. As she was responsi-
ble for the final chapter, “Into a Cloud,”
her goal was to tie together any emo-
tional loose ends, as well as flesh out
more details about the motivations of
the characters.

“l like collaborative projects and |
love being given a difficult challenge,”
Carlton said. “Sometimes, | wonder
why that is, because it's definitely dif-
ficult to not have full infrastructure and
full crews and all this other stuff. But |
think | like to prove that quality writing
and directing and visual aesthetics
can be achieved through vision and
determination.” And being directed by
a team of all women probably didn't hurt.

The first chapter, ‘Smoke,” was directed by Etta Worthington.

A poignant scene in Amber Mohammad's fourth chapter, ‘Cancerous CircusJ

“Some people say because it's all
female directors, that it's more charac-
ter-driven,” Chor said. “But | think it
also has to do with the actual produc-
tion process. We had more time, we
got to collaborate. We actually got to
think about it.”

The time for thinking lent itself to a
very cohesive and well-rendered nar-
rative story that Split Pillow can be

proud of.
“This was one of the most rewarding
projects I've ever worked on,”

Stephens said. “It was a very different
movie from the first one we did, defi-
nitely, from some of the adjustments
we made and the directors involved
made it a different project. That's one
of the cool things about this style;
every time you do it, you're going to
get something very different because
when you're bringing multiple minds
together, they're always going to inter-
act with each other in different ways.”

Stephens said the main goal of Split

Pillow is to allow the filmmakers com-
plete creative freedom. “l don’t see
Split Pillow’s role as being one of cre-
ative influence,” he said. “We're there
to support them in whatever their cre-
ative endeavor may be. I'm as much a
producer as | am a fan. | loved it every
week when those chapters would
come in and | would pop it in my VCR
and watch them. It was really exciting
to see where the directors would take
it next. We’re all real proud of this proj-
ect.”

Brushfires premieres at the 23rd
annual Chicago Lesbian and Gay
International Film Festival Nov. 10 at
Landmark Century Cinema, 2828 N.
Clark St., at 9:30 p.m. A pre-party, ~
open the public, will be held the same
night at the Avenue Tavern, 2916 N.
Broadway St. from 7 to 9 p.m.

For more information,  visit
www.brushfires.org or www.splitpil-
low.com.
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Com

entral takes over the nlghi

By Todd Burbo/Assistant A&E Editor

A new late-night television
war is brewing, and it has
nothing to do with network
talk shows. Aging men sitting
behind their desks and ban-
tering with celebrities is old
news. A barrage of roughly
animated, crudely humorous
shows are leading the new
wave of late-night program-
ming.

This fall, cable giant
Comedy Central is looking to
take over the night with the
premiere of two new shows.
“Drawn Together,” which pre-
miered Oct. 27 at 10:30 p.m.,
and is essentially an animat-
ed parody of MTV's “The
Real World,” using animated
archetypes as characters,
rather than actual people.

Creators Matt
Silverstein and Dave
Jeser have worked with
Comedy Central before,
as writers on “The Man
Show,” as well as on Fox's
“Andy Richter Controls the
Universe.” They've also
worked on the short lived

“Greg the Bunny" and
“Action.”

Where their previous
shows have  struggled,

Silverstein and Jeser have
confidence that “Drawn
Together” will succeed.

“[Our other] shows just
never found an audience,”
Silverstein said. “It's hard to
try and be really funny and
appeal to everybody on a net-
work, because when you try
and be really funny, the net-
work will censor you. Also,

it's just the nature of these

shows, they’re not supposed

to have huge audiences.”
“We learned that you have

to go where your audience
is,” Jeser said. “Like, ‘The
Family Guy' wasn't huge until
it got over on Cartoon
Network, because that's
where you go for that audi-
ence.”

While Cartoon Network is
certainly finding success in
their late-night “Adultswim”
lineup, Comedy Central can
claim the high-water mark for
the mature animation genre
with “South Park,” the original
groundbreaking series by
Trey Parker and Matt Stone.

Trish Sherrer, supervising
producer on the new series
“Jump Cuts,” knows that
Comedy Central is proud of
“South Park,” and played on
that when pitching her
show. “When | pitched
the show, | of course
reminded everyone,
.‘Well, you know,
‘South Park’ was origi-
nally a short film, like the
content on ‘Jump Cuts,” she
said.

“Jump Cuts” follows a
slightly different path and is
set to premiere on Comedy
Central Nov. 7 at midnight. A
collection of short films using
a variety of ideas, “Jump
Cuts” is like nothing else on
television. That was the plan.

“We wanted to keep a sort
of roughness ... with [the
films] being all different
lengths and styles. The push
for this was ‘Let's look at
some stuff that you wouldn't
naturally think of airing. Stuff
that maybe doesn’t have the
best production quality, and
feels rough.’ But it's okay with
late-night, because you never
really know where the next

T

]

big thing is going to come

from,” said Sherrer, who, in
addition to being supervising
producer for “Jump Cuts,” is
manager of acquisitions at
Comedy Central.

Although the humor of
“Jump Cuts” is strongly remi-
niscent of “Kids in the Hall” or
Monty Python, its sources are
more diverse than either of
those series. Sherrer drew on
artists from the UK and
Canada, as well as American
artists from St. Louis, San
Francisco, Los Angeles and
New York.

With such rough production
values, it's not surprising that

the fiims shown on “Jump

Cuts” are sometimes more t\bove photos: Mediums and production values range from live ]

risqué than your average net-

action sets to hand drawn animation on ‘Jump Cuts.’

work sitcom. But that's part of the show's
charm and the creators fought to retain
that feel.

“We have very minimal censoring,
Sherrer said. “We wanted to keep it very
adult, very edgy. Because it's post-mid-
night, we were able to go with a TV-MA
rating, the strongest rating you can get.
There are some things that we couldn't
get away with, but | was very pleased. |

"

was able to work with Standards &
Practices to get things left in.” Sherrer
said.

“We don't go out to try and offend peo-
ple, but we identify ourselves as an adult
comedy network. Yes, these are animated
pieces, but they're on after midnight. It's
for adults, it's been branded for adults and
| feel that it's the kind of humor that the
late-night crowd is looking for.”

How much controversy can we fit in one frame? ‘Drawn Together' tries to one-up

‘South Park.’
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By Trish Bendix/Assistant A&E Editor
Cover Artwork By Ryan Duggan

ndi Timoner sounded
tired. She was wrestling
with her infant son on her

New York hotel bed while doing
her 11th interview of the day
about her latest film, Dig! Later
that day, she was a guest on
“Last Call with Carson Daly.”
Timoner excused herself, but the
phone was still close enough to
her mouth to catch her saying to
her boyfriend, “I don’t know how
I'm doing this right now. | honestly
don't know how I'm living my life
like this.”

Seven years ago, Yale gradu-
ate Timoner had an idea for a
documentary much different from
her previous work of recording
women in prison (The Nature of
the Beasf) and Dam Nation, a film
about the oldest living civilization
of sub-Saharan Africa. Timoner
put together Interloper Films, a
self-funded production company
that works closely with musicians
on videos and electronic press
kits. She wanted to answer a
question plaguing American soci-
ety, that has been endlessly writ-
ten about, but only in the past few
years been captured on film:
What happens when art meets
industry?

Never before has someone
attempted to present the entire
process of a young band strug-
gling with artistic integrity and
reaching success, while also
exposing the true vision of what it
really means to be a starving
artist. Timoner makes it even
more interesting. She takes two
bands started by friends with sim-
ilar goals, and trails the music
business' effect on their authen-
ticity and relationship. It becomes
something different from the 2003
Metallica documentary Some
Kind of Monster that displayed
the inner workings of a success-
ful, mainstream band.

With help from her brother
David, Timoner contacted “a
bunch of bands that aren’t around
today” to track their success.
Initially called The Cut, Timoner
stumbled upon the Brian
Jonestown Massacre, an inde-
pendent band in the truest sense.

“When | heard Brian Jonestown
Massacre, | thought it was some
great band from '60s that I'd
missed,” Timoner said.

The Brian Jonestown
Massacre’s erratic songwriter,
Anton Newcombe, would eventu-
ally become the center of the
seven-year story. Renamed Dig/
and focused on a band Timoner
said was the best music she'd
ever heard and the most up her
alley. The documentary became a
story about the friendship and
eventual rivalry between the trag-
ic Brian Jonestown Massacre and
the moderately-successful The

Dandy Warhols.

“I met [The Dandy Warhols] and
was immediately compelled,”
Timoner said. “Anton said that |
had to meet Courtney [Taylor]
and that he and The Dandys
were going to start a revolution. |
met Courtney in Portland and he
really didn’t seem to know any-
thing about the revolution.”

Newcombe's relationship with
Taylor unfolds tragically in Dig!
which received the Grand Jury
Documentary Prize at 2003's
Sundance Film Festival. As the
bands’ separate careers cause
them to morally collide, the friend-
ship is torn apart as their artistry
takes on a life of its own.

The Brian Jonestown Massacre
is a revolving roster of musicians,
with Newcombe as the only con-
stant. During the seven year peri-
od, the band consisted of Joel
Gion, a tambourine player and
comic foil who seems to only stick
around for the fun of being in a
touring band; Matt Hollywood, a
talented guitarist that is overshad-
owed by Newcombe, and Jeff
Davies, Dean Taylor, Brad Artley,
and Peter Hayes, who have less
conflict and therefore less expo-
sure in the film. Newcombe is
currently on tour with an entirely
new line-up.

The Dandy Warhols had only
one lineup change; Drummer
Brent DeBoer replaced Eric
Helford mid-movie. Zia McCabe
and Peter Holstrom are the two
other permanant Dandy members
who comment steadily throughout
the film.

“The Dandys were interested in
becoming famous, putting out
great music and enjoying the
trip,” Timoner said. “The Dandys
are by no means sell-outs. | love
The Dandys and they are more
professional. That's what makes
these two—Courtney and
Anton—so different.”

In the first year of filming,
Timoner documented The Brian
Jonestown Massacre and The
Dandy Warhols joint tour, specifi-
cally Taylor and Newcombe, who
fed off one another in more ways
than one.

Newcombe’s initial claim that
the duo would start a revolution
together quickly disintegrated as
The Dandy Warhols signed to a
major label and began shooting
high-end music videos with David
LaChapelle, famed music and
fashion photographer and videog-
rapher.

“Dig! is presenting two different
approaches,” Timoner said. “The
Dandys are successful. The Brian
Jonestown Massacre are very
successful in a different way. We
started filming Anton and focusing
on him because he was the real
deal. He lived for the moment. It

“... Anton
has an issue
with the film,

and I'm
not waiting
for him to

thank me

anytime
soon.”

Courtney Taylor and Anfon Newcombe.

was very inspirational, Anton's
revolution.”

While The Dandy Warhols
attempted to stay afloat by releas-
ing a single on Capitol Records,
The Brian Jonestown Massacre
were touring in a rundown van
with more fighting than fans.
Newcombe kicks and swears at
his band mates if he decides they
aren't playing up to par.

“The first time | went to see
[The Brian Jonestown Massacre)]
was with my brother in San
Francisco,” Timoner said. “They
were such a hyperbole of charac-
ters. Then they came down [to
Los Angeles] two weeks later and
played at the Viper Room for an
industry showcase. It ended in a
fist fight pileup.”

With most Brian Jonestown
Massacre shows ending in audi-
ence induced riots or on-stage
quarrels, violence overpowers the
alcohol use in Dig! but not by
much. During the seven-year
period, Timoner was with the
band for every drug bust and
recording session, primarily
focusing on individuals and not
their rockstar personas.

“They were extremely excited
about the camera and attention,”
Timoner said. “| think what makes
Dig! unique is that usually by the
time people pay to film a band,
they're at a certain level. These
young bands didn’t expect us to
find them. They were very anx-
ious to be documented. They
appreciated the fact it was my
brother and |, that we financed
the film ourselves.”

“Then it was 2003 and The
Dandy’s were really successful,”
Timoner continued. “I'd been
doing this for so long and had so
much unique footage. | was doing

it for the right reason
around for literally 2.
rolling tape and prob
hours around them, |
them by hook or by ¢
the world. They got .
camera. They barely
was around.”

“[For instance,] Th
this little ritual before
stage and Courtney
before a festival in L
Reading and says,
that's what he callsr
not going to film that
That's our secret ritu
‘Courtney, |'ve filmec
times already.’

“I think if someon:
filming while | wentt
this art and commer:
so overwhelmed tha
have noticed.”

Timoner eventuall
taping and start the
process.

“I had 2,000 hours
said. “The mountain
and | had to climb it
thoroughly bring pec
trip. | wanted to dos
narrative and active.

Taylor is the film's
the focus is unavoid
rise and collapse of
and his alternating
members.

“Making Anton cor
enough to really car
in the edit was the h
[of it all],” Timoner
would tell me, ‘you't
great story and fook
compelling, but we f
tagonist.” | took out
worth of footage. In
continued sticking W
hard filming his obs¢
heroin.”
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Newcombe'’s goal of a revolu-
tion has been realized now that
his life has been featured so
despondently, yet genuinely.

“I don’t think they've had a rev-
olution, but they've inspired a lot
of other bands,” Timoner said
about The Brian Jonestown
Massacre. “They have brought a
certain sound back and created a
pastiche out of a lot of great '60s
bands.”

Timoner also said Dig! has, sur-
prisingly, brought Newcombe and
Taylor back together (“I think
Anton saw how much Courtney
really respected him”) and that
members of both bands have
agreed, for the most part, with
their representation.

“The Dandys have told me they
love the film,” she said. “All of the
ex-Brian Jonestown Massacre
members feel like it validated
some time in their lives. Courtney
said it felt like how it felt to live it.

genius,” Timoner said. “A lot of
people think he is, but I'm not a
music expert. Courtney used to
say, ‘Part of playing music is also
getting your music out there.”

The inescapable struggle of
Newcombe sabotaging his own
chances at success, as well as
attempting to destroy The
Dandy's, portrays him as a mas-
termind and a madman. Mocking
The Dandys’ single “Not if You
Were the Last Junkie on Earth,”
Newcombe records and mass-
produces his reply, “Not if You
Were the Last Dandy on Earth,”
distributing them at a Dandy’s
showcase.

“Anton always draws people to
him and eventually they freak out
and leave,” Timoner said.
“They’ve had between 50 to 100
band members. It's just a testa-
ment to his genius that people
are willing to be part of his boot
camp.”

exhausted. Innumerable amounts
of stress have yet to be lifted
from her. Dig! only started
screening internationally in
October. Consequently, the press
tour in Europe and infinite phone
interviews are still interfering with
motherhood and any sort of a
normal life.

But there is no stopping
Timoner from planning her
upcoming years of filmmaking.

“I'm getting into narrative fea-
tures now,” she said of her next
few projects.

“I think that most people who
are familiar and intimate with doc-
umentaries, know about the post-
production, pile of tapes and
boxes of them,” she said. ‘It's a
double entendre. ‘Dig! this broth-
ers and sisters'—and it's an
archeological dig. This was the
most insane guerilla attempt,
completely unique unto itself. It's
hard for me to sit here and think |

Director Ondi Timoner.

Anton still has an issue with the
film, and I'm not waiting for him to
thank me anytime soon. If | por-
trayed him how he liked, | would
have failed. He writes every song,
plays every instrument, produces
every record, and | come along
and make a film that exposes him
to more people. It's hard for him
to live that down, as well as look-
ing at seven years of his life. He
remembers things differently.”

Another common theme in the
film is not only Newcombe's ruin,
but his musical brilliance.

Recording 11 albums independ-
ently in less than a decade and
playing multiple instruments vali-
dates his artistic aptitude. His
innate talent for songwriting is
generally pleasing.

“l wouldn’t say Anton's a

The Dandy Warhols released
their third album, Welcome to the
Monkeyhouse, in 2003 and have
enjoyed continued success. They
are currently working on a new
record and fully support the
screenings of Dig!

Timoner's personal success is
a reward for her endless and
demanding time given to the proj-
ect, but mostly because she sym-
pathizes with her film’'s subjects.
Whatever the bands endured, she
was there, having finished the
film only days before giving birth.

“I pulled two all-nighters,” she
said. “The blood was just in my
head and it hurt so much. | was
happy to finish it, but it was liter-
ally three days before | gave birth
to my son.”

No wonder Timoner still sounds

could work as hard on the next
one.”

Timoner's projects include a
documentary “discussing the fine
line between advertising and
pornography,” a film about the dot
com era titled The Bubble, and a
documented history of Jamaican
music.

“| was raised on reggae, dub,
and ska, so it's a dream come
true,” Timoner said. “When | left
Sundance, | asked myself, ‘what
do you want to do next?’ | auto-
matically thought, something with
Bob Marley. | want to do some-
thing on how Jamaica has had an
effect on the world.”

Timoner has barely begun
worldwide publicity for Dig!/ and
already has five new projects in
the works.

“| like being creative,” she said,
“and | hope this can inspire peo-
ple. | know some despair having
watched Anton's story, but | want
some to be inspired by the fact
that we did this film and the fact
that we got it done, paid for it and
put it together. That is hopefully
inspiring. That's what's great.
Kids have come up to me, and
said, “You're inspiring people to
be creative.”

It's a tough job, but Timoner’s
willing to lose sleep for the cause.

Dig! is now playing at the
Landmark Century Center
Cinemas, 2828 N. Clark St.
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Zhou brothers get crazy with canvas

|

[The Zhou Brothers art is on display in Chicago at the Cultural Center,

|78 E. Washington St. -

By Frank Life/Staff Writer

Contemporary artists the
Zhou brothers were not afraid
to ruin their jazzy suits as they
collaborated to create a large-
scale abstract painting before a
crowd of about 200 people at
the Chicago Cultural Center on
Oct. 26.

The demonstration was a
highlight of “Zhou Brothers: 30
years of Celebration,” a free
exhibit that will run through Jan.
2, 2005, at the Cultural Center,
78 E. Washington St. More than
50 Zhou brothers paintings are
on display.

The Zhou brothers (pro-
nounced “cho”), Shan Zuo and
Da Huang work together to
simultaneously create a piece
they both agree on. Da Huang
said, after 30 years as a team,
working together is relatively
easy.

“Our collaboration sets us
apart,” said Da Huang. “The
personal language we create
makes the work different from
other artists.”

The language, according to
Da Huang, is expressed in the
lines, strokes, color, symbols
and movements. Huang said he
did not choose this form of art.
He discovered it.

Sometimes, the demonstra-
tion was chaotic as one brother
threw a bucket of light-brown

ers took delicate care and pre-
cision in painting a strategic
black line. Sometimes, their
strokes were soft and smooth
and other times strong and
forceful. And at times they
painted over each other’s work.
The final result, which took
about 10 minutes to complete,
showed a human figure with
arms out like a bird surrounded
by symbols, lines and splatters
of color. It contrasted with the
intricate floral designs of the
mosaic on the
dome-shaped ceil-
ing of the Preston
Bradley Hall in the
Cultural Center.
Their work
resembles
Neolithic cave
paintings, which is
not surprising as
the brothers grew
up in a region of R

China that is
famous for cave
paintings.

a n n y

Silverman, curator
of exhibitions for
the Department of

Cultural  Affairs, |
said the Zhou
brothers are *

among the first to
blend Asian and
Western art. He

A

logical and metaphorical jour-
ney; a battle with life forces.
The abstract art form is as indi-
rect as emotion and psycholog-
ical content, Silverman said.

“They've managed to blend
Asian sensibility with a Western
sense of abstraction,”
Silverman said. “There are peo-
ple that love it and people that
hate it."

The crowd had mixed reac-
tions.

Liska Blodgett, a real estate
developer from the North Side,
described their work as
mediocre,

“Bad art, good marketing,”
she said.

Kymberli Johnson, an artist
from the South Side, said differ-
ent people would have different
interpretations.

“It's definitely a gift to let us
into their world to conceptualize
a painting,” Johnson said.

Although the Zhou brothers
live in Chicago, this is their first
major  presentation  here,
according to Silverman. The
brothers have had major exhibi-
tions in several other cities
around the world.

“Their reputation is bigger in
Europe," Silverman said. “This
is an attempt to correct that.”

Oskar Friedl, director of the
Zhou Brothers Foundation that

and Eastern fused exhibition.

Zhou creates a painting at the Cultural Center for part of the Western

exhibits the Zhous’ and other
artists’ work at the Polo Café,
3322 S. Morgan St., said the
brothers' work should be pre-
sented more in Chicago
because they
consider this
their base.
Surprisingly,
their work has
never been
exhibited at the
Art Institute or
the Museum of
Contemporary
Art. Friedl has a
couple of ideas
why this hasn't
happened.

“There’s been a high fluctua-
tion of leadership [at the institu-
tions],” he said. “There’s never
been a real emphasis on
Chicago artists.”

James Rondeau, associate
curator of contemporary arts at
the Art Institute, agrees that
staff changes have been fre-
quent in the past 10 years, but
does not think it impacts pro-
grams for Chicago artists.

“[The art programs] may not
include the Zhou brothers at
this time,” Rondeau said. “It
does not stand in for a larger
lack of interest in Chicago.”

3
paint on to one corner of the
canvas (to the crowd's amuse- H
ment). Other times, the broth-

Brothers Shaun Zuo and Da
for 30 years.

described their uang Zhou have collaborated on art

work as a mytho-
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Video game brings golf indoors

By Andrew Greiner/Editor-in-Chief

Hot Shots Golf Fore! —the |at-
est edition to PlayStation’s
quirky cartoonish golf video
game series, delivers above-par
gaming for video-game links
lovers.

Fans of the series will feel
right at home with the game
play. Developers at Clap Hanz
maintained the integrity of Hot
Shots by keeping the swing bar
as an easy-to-control straight
line, continuing with bobble-
head-like characters and bring-
ing back caddies that spit one-
liners like amateur comedians.
But it is the upgrades to the
goofy golf game that will be a big
hit with fans.

There are more courses,
more characters and more con-
tent than its Hot Shots prede-
cessors, and a revamped game
engine that delivers more realis-
tic physics is a welcome
improvement.

One of the most noticeable
changes to the game’s look is
the addition of swaying trees. It
may not sound like much to
make a few pixels sway in the
digital wind, but this effect goes
a long way in helping determine
where your ball will land. Not to
mention that the overhead views
look stunning with a gentle
breeze rustling the leaves.

Wind velocity also affects
characters’ clothing, and while
this subtle nuance may not
affect game play, it is a nice
touch.

Fore! has a slew of new char-
acters to choose from, both
players and caddies. While it is

fun to try out new golfers, it is
the caddies who keep this game
interesting.

Game designers went a little
over the top with some of these
caddies, taking their comical
course advice to new outlandish
heights. For example, a caddie
named Bertha has food on the
brain and offers to cook
sausages for every good drive. |

can’'t get enough of those
sausages.

Some other surprising charac-
ter additions are crossovers
from other popular PlayStation
lines. Ratchet and Clank, as
well as Jax and Daxter, are
available later in the game as
respective player-caddie duos.

New courses help raise the
game’s difficulty and replay
value. Beautiful, exotic course
layouts are enough to make

even novice golfers want to hop
a plane for Hawaii for 18 holes,
but at around $40 retail, Hot
Shots Golf Fore! is a more eco-
nomical way to explore the golf-
ing world.

Not only did developers add
new full-length courses, they
also installed miniature golf
courses. This fun little side
game encourages players to try
wacky putts for big points. While
minigolf is cool, putting the ball
22 feet is not as fun as whacking
it 300 yards. And the drives in
Fore! are longer than ever,
thanks to another little upgrade.

Players could always put a lit-
tle extra mustard on their drives
with the Hot Shots power option,
but Fore! offers two kinds of
power options: power and full
power. Full power mode is des-
ignated by a blue flame on your
swing meter, and if you hit a
good shot, your ball will sail for a
mile, but watch out if you mess
up your stroke. A slight miss in
full power mode can send your
ball out of bounds and send you
on your way to bogeyville.

Some other notable additions
to Hot Shots Golf Fore! include
online play, a 9-hole versus
mode and new shot techniques
for expert players.

Hot Shots Golf Fore! might not
be the best game released this
season, but the cool new addi-
tions, high replay value and
downright goofiness make it one
of the top releases of the year.
So grab your plaid pants and
spikey shoes, and sit your butt
down for a quick 18.

‘Michael Moore hates America’

By Chris Hewitt/KRT

One of the country's most
polarizing figures gets hoisted
on his own petard in Michael
Moore Hates America.

Twin Cities filmmaker Mike
Wilson adopts the tactics and
eclectic style Moore used in
Fahrenheit 9/11 and Bowling
for Columbine and exposes
their deficiencies. By being
hyper-aware of them, Wilson
manages to avoid the pitfalls
that snare Moore, and his slyly
entertaining movie is a surpris-
ingly even-handed affair. If it
doesn'’t succeed at challenging
Moore's beliefs, it does catch
him misrepresenting himself,
both in person and in his films.

MMHA is best when it's
showing how scenes from
Moore's films were created.
Wilson interviews employees
from a bank where Moore
obtained a gun in Columbine
and demonstrates that the
scene, as shown in the fiim,
was exaggerated or maybe
worse. This same tactic works
when Wilson talks to others
who have appeared, some-
times unwittingly, in Moore's
films, and he makes good use
of another Moore staple—a
brief cartoon—in a hilarious bit
that pokes fun at Moore’'s
occasional logic leaps.

Wilson is less successful
when he diverges from
Moore's fiims and tries to
prove the point stated in his
confrontational title. A doctor
who argues that Moore has
“narcissistic personality disor-
der’ seems like a goofball,
especially since we're pretty

sure Wilson knows Moore
doesn’t hate this country any
more than Wilson does.

On the other hand, Wilson
shows much more generosity
than Moore usually does in
interviews with magician Penn
Jillette, who pops up through-
out the movie to underscore
the idea that Moore some-
times pulls arguments out of
thin air. Jillette is an articulate,
insightful guy, but more than
that, he's an example of some-
thing you'll rarely see in

Moore’s provocative, but one-
sided films: a critic who is sym-
pathetic to the views of the
person he is criticizing.
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House of Blues hits ‘Rock Bottom’

All-star band of writers rock even without drunk audience

By Scott Carlson/News Editor

You don't have to be drunk to
enjoy a concert by the Rock
Bottom Remainders, but the
band says it couldn't hurt.

Named after the leftover
books that sit unsold at book-
stores, the Remainders are a
cover band featuring best-sell-
ing authors and syndicated
writers—including Stephen
King and Dave Barry—who
play classic rock for charity
And considering the band con-
tains more writers than profes-
sional musicians, they have an
attitude toward their musical
ability: They're glad the audi-
ence has come, but the
band wants them to know
what they've gotten
themselves into

“There's no pos-
sible way we can
raise our talent
level, so we
have to reduce
the audience’s
perception,”
Barry said in
the House of
Blues, 329 N.
Dearborn St.,
about twohours
before the
Remainders’
Oct. 28 gig.
“We don't advo-
cate the drinking BB
of alcohol in any *
form, but drunk
people seem to
enjoy us a lot more.”

“As long as 70 to 80
percent of the liquid is actu-
ally alcohol, we'll sound
great,” said Mitch
Albom, newspaper ¢¢
columnist and
author of the mega-
bestseller Tuesdays
With Morrie
“There's a different
verb [than “play”]
for what we do on

There’s no

possible
wday we can raise

our talent level,

too much echo, because the
notes last longer there.”

But don't trust him, or Albom
for that matter. Even with a few
“ringers” (professional musi-
cians) in the group, including
former Byrds front man Roger
McGuinn, talent is not a con-
cern for the Rock Bottom

Remainders. Without talent, it
seems doubtful that the world's
best-selling band—in terms of
book sales—would have been
playing together off and on for
much

12 years, less been

and “Mister  Tambourine
Man"—but never sounded like
a joke unto itself. The

Remainders harmonized well
with McGuinn and did the
songs justice.

Even without McGuinn, the
Remainders are no slack act.
They're obviously big enough
music fans to know their per-
formance requires a serious
effort, but know the audience is
there for the rock memories. As
such, their repertoire—almost
entirely covers—included blues
and rock standards like The
Stray Cats' "Rock This Town,”
Buddy Holly's “Oh Boy,”
Wilson Pickett’'s “In the

Midnight Hour” and

Chuck Berry's
“Nadine.”
But talent and a
thumbs-up from
respected rock-

ers like
McGuinn and
past collabora-
tors Bruce
Springsteen
and Warren
Z evon
notwithstand-
ing, the

Remainders

prefer to per-

form with

tongues planted

firmly in  their

cheeks. If the

House of Blues show

is any indication, the

Remainders’ concerts

are part rock ‘n’ roll revival,

part bar band and part novelty

act, making up for

whatever they lack

in musical ability

with showmanship

and a timeless rock
performance.

At times, the con-

cert was more of a

surreal experience

stage Mangle, than a rock 'n’ roll
destroy and assault SO concert.
work pretty well.” Those who had to
The band's line- we hClve TO read The Joy Luck
up reads like The Club in high school
New York Times reduce The may notgbe pre-
Review of Books— i : i ” pared to watch Tan
besides Barry audience’s perception. fomove . fako
(rhythm guitar) an onde wig she
Albom (keyboards), the asked to perform at the Rock wore for most of the night to
remaining Remainders include and Roll Hall of Fame. The only  perform Nancy  Sinatra's

Amy Tan, author of The Joy
Luck Club and a vocalist;
Ridley Pearson, bassist and
author of 12 thrillers; James
McBride, sax player and author
of the memoir The Color of
Water, Greg lles, lead guitarist
and author of the bestseller
Spandau Phoenix, and the
Remainderettes—Roy Blount
Jr. (author of 17 books), Scott
Turow (attorney and author of
Presumed Innocent) and Kathi
Kamen Goldmark (author and
founder of the band). King, one
of the core members, was
absent due to a scheduling
conflict, and according to
Barry, Red Sox games. Matt
Groening, creator of “The
Simpsons,” is also a member,
but sticks to doing shows
around Los Angeles

If it seems odd that so many
writers appear on one stage,
don't worry—they know. And
they want to warn everyone
beforehand

‘We want to make sure no
trace of the songs linger after
we perform,” Barry said. “In
fact, we don't even like to per-
form in p!' ces where there's

thing the Remainders haven't
done yet is an album—don't
hold your breath

“We're hoping to go 24 years
without having an album,”
Albom said. “We'll consider it a
gift to music listeners every-
where.”

Even if the Remainders were
as terrible as they would have
us believe, it still wouldn't mat-
ter because they're not a “seri-
ous” rock band—the
Remainders are a lark, and
they know it, donating the tick-
et sales of each show to chari-
ty. Over the last four years,
they've worked with their per-
manent beneficiary America
Scores, a nonprofit group
devoted to bringing creative
writing and soccer to inner-city
kids across the country. Scores
serves eight schools and 300
children in Chicago.

But they're not terrible. In
fact, for a group of writers, the
Remainders rock pretty hard
With McGuinn on stage in the
middle of the show, the band
ran through the obligatory
string of Byrds hits—naturally
including “Turn! Turn! Turn!”

“These Boots Are Made for
Walking” in full S&M garb—
which climaxed with the band
lining up for smacks on the ass
from the group’s “rhythm domi-
natrix.”

Then there's Elvis fan Albom,
who -performed a medley of
songs by The King decked out
in Graceland regalia.

From there, it was only a
maiter of time before the kazoo
solo in the cover of The Troggs’
"Wild Thing" and the perform-
ance of Barry's original compo-
sition, “I'm in Love With a
Proofreading Woman.”

Rock critic Lester Bangs
once said, "The first mistake of
art is to assume that it's seri-

ous.” Bangs always knew the
inherent stupidity of rock 'n’ roll |

would eventually be overtaken,
turned cool and serious by the

pretension that had seeped in §

the worlds of art and literature.

It's ironic—and wonderful—
that a group of writers playing
in a band has brought silliness
and fun back to the genre, if
only for a few nights out of the
year.

Courtesy Jerry Brown PR

Amy Tan, author of ‘The Joy Luck Club,” sings while sporting a not-so
fashionable blonde wig.

but he encourages it.
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Odakland’s Finest at House of Blues

Del The Funky Homosapien, Zion- Crew in fown for 'Cali Comm’ four

By Todd Burbo/Assistant A&E Editor

To mainstream America, hip-
hop is guns and sex. Last year,
50 Cent's press focused on his
gunshot wounds, not his music.

ferent than what I'm used to.”
Amp Live said.

Positivity is a hard sell in hip-
hop, and this group’'s spiritual

Ludacris, Nelly, Lil' John, and nature and uplifting vibe make
most MTV-friendly rappers sell it difficult for Zion-I to reach the
albums through videos packed mainstream.
with half-naked women. In the “Well, | think there's an audi-
rap industry, such techniques ence outthere somewhere that
are considered standard prac- would dig something with a little
tice when the more  sub-
time comes to . stance, but
sell a new “| have mad in terms of
album. Image mass expo-
is most impor- res ec sure, | think
tant; the music we're defi-
is gec?]ndary. alib Kweli. ... nitely a dif-
uch is not ferent
the case wih I Fook af guys sound,” he
akland, H s aid
California's Ilke thtOﬂd Try TO “America
Zion-l crew, a loves sex
two-man group eq rn and  vio-
consisting of ” lence, you
MC Zion and from them know? So
producer Amp when major

Live. They're aware of the companies look at us, they're

extended roots of hip-hop and
proudly call on artists from mul-
tiple genres when trying to

like, 'Yeah, we like the music,
but...'There's always
this ‘but.’ We're not

Del The Funky Homosapien has been in the game since 1991.

define their sound. talking  about MC Zion knows there's

“Even Bob Marley and John ‘hoes,’ so we an easier path to fame,
Coltrane ... they were artists don't fit the for- but he'd rather do
that were funky and entertain- mula.” things his way.

Despite the cor-
porate difficulties,
the group was
signed to a major
label: hip-hop
t giant Tommy Boy
. Records, early in
. their career.
Predictably, the

ing, but they're kind of nourish-
ment for your life, you know
what I'm saying?”" said Zion,
the crew’s MC.

Zion I's broad musical
taste is evident in the pro-
duction of their tracks, The
beats are laced with both
heavy bass and organic
instruments like guitars—
even sitars. ‘| try to-
changeitup ... cre- .
ate beats
totally
dif-

label had trouble finding a
place for their sound, and they
eventually parted ways. They
began trying small labels and
released their 2000 debut LP
Mind Over Matter

on Ground

ferent directions. | look at guys
like that and try to learn some-
thing from them,” MC Zion |

said.
This fall, Zion | are touring
with another one
of their role mod-

Control Records. “/-\nienco els, Ozkland
Building on that native Dzl the
momentum, the Ove/s F un k vy
group then Homosapien.
formed their own sex Del is also
label, Live Up known for weav-
Records, to and ing political and
release their sec- 4 social conscious-
ond full-length, violence, ness into his
Deep Water oL music. Since his
Slang v2.0. YOU know 7" 1991 hit

Taking the “Mistadobalina,”

high road may

be difficult, but it's not impossi-
ble, and Zion-l have a few
good role models to follow.

: Socially conscious rappers

like Talib Kweli have cleared a

path, making mainstream

: acceptance possible for a

heavy thinking MC. “I have

mad respect for Talib. He's

'Jdomg it. He's pushing it in dif-

he has dropped
critically acclaimed albums
such as 2000's Deltron 3030—
a humorous, yet scathing cri-
tique of modern society.

Zion-| and Del will be at the
House of Blues as part of the
Cali Comm Tour Nov. 10 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20, 18+
only.

J’ rin
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JOB FAIR

Saturday, November 6th

9:00am - 1:00pm
5635 South Archer
Chicago, IL 60638

Operations Processor Il

Would you like to supplement your income or work around school and
family? Are you detailed, organized and focused on quality? Then you
will succeed in our fast paced environment. We are recruiting for
Processors to work weekends and part-time evenings at our Accounts
Receivable Center near Midway Airport

The responsibilities include data entry, imaging, reconciling and sorting
The positions are part-time between the hours of 7:30am
Saturday and Sunday only.

All qualified candidates will have a High School diploma/GED and previous
experience in a financial or clerical role

The pay is $10.00 an hour and candidates will receive a 10% shift
differential. We offer a business casual dress environment, excellent
part-time benefits including medical and dental, tuition reimbursement,
vacations, free shuttle and parking and more!

We are proud to be an EEO/AA employer M/F/D/V. In support of our
commitment to a drug free work environment, National City may
conduct pre-employment drug testing

6:00pm,
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Late indie-rock icon extends his legacy

[R 11 Steven Paul Smith, aka
Elhott Smith, 1969-2003

By Zach Jones/Cornell Daily

(U-WIRE) ITHACA, N.Y
I'he career of Elliott Smith prob-
ably would have gone relatively
unnoticed to ‘the public eye
were it not for film. Whether it
was his surreal performance of
“Miss Misery" at the Academy
Awards or Wes Anderson’s
memorable use of “Needle in
the Hay" as a suicide sound-
track in The Royal
Tenenbaums, movies did more
to advance Smith's popularity
than his ebullient pop melodies
ever did

It seems natural then that
some kind of cinematic resolu-
tion would cap Smith's tragic
Iife. Hollywood types may have
thought they had their chance
to capitalize with From a
Jasement on the Hill, Smith's
final, posthumous release.
Fortun.ately, for the sake of

Elliott Smith’s memory, From a
Basement provides no such
plastic nostalgia to a lfe that
ended far too soon

Now, before cynics start mak-
ing Tupac comparisons, From a
Basement was nearly complete
before Smith’s death. This is no
grab bag of unreleased B-
sides. The final production work
was entrusted to close friends
and family, and little alteration
was made to Smith's original
compositions. And, while it
seems all too prescient and
deliberate that the album is
being released so close to the
anniversary of Smith's death,
the integrity of the work seems
undisturbed.

Through and through, From a
Basement is vintage Smith,
emoting his talent for moving
between songs as dense as
swells of rain and as bare and
dry as ash. Likewise, the album
balances its tiny, finger-picked
moments with radiant pop
orchestrals. But no matter how
shimmering Smith's melodies
could be, his records always
ended up being the most heart-
breaking albums of the year
But it's not an overabundant
sadness. Rather, Smith's sin-
cere confessions of drug addic-
tion, isolation and human
pathos always felt comforting
enough so as nol to alienate.

“Coast to Coast,” the opening
track, rumbles like Peter
Fonda's Easy Rider above a
swarming riff of guitars. "King's

Crossing” may be Smith's best

song since XO's “Sweet
Adeline,” with Smith's freely
associative vocals floating

above tapping pianos, synthe-
sizers that fold like accordions
and an ethereal choir. And then
“Twilight” wraps us in the
painful folds of memory, tiptoe-
ing along ambient cricket
sounds and acoustic strum-
ming so delicate it could break

It's impossible for me to say
that there is anything bad on
From a Basement, but | can't
really find any innovation. Smith
revisits his common tropes of
loss and pain in the three-
minute harmonies he perfected
with each album. Just as
before, Smith's sun-soaked gui-
tars are just a lovely veneer on
the lens to his troubled soul.
But like his albums, From a
Basement is not a vacuum of
despair—every song may feel
like a threnody on first listen,
but each is somehow suffused
with hope, however transient it
may be

Of course, music scribes and
fans could argue until they
asphyxiate over whether this
material is arranged and fin-
ished in exactly the way Smith
would have wanted. There sim-
ply is no answer to that ques-
tion. But the middle of the
album seems to suggest
Smith’s integrity was pre-
served. At track six, “A Fond
Farewell,” sits a blithely nostal-
gic song which, in light of

Smith's death, seems oddly
clairvoyant and timely. Smith
begs, “A little less than a human
being / A little less than a happy
high / A little less than a suicide
/ The only things that you really
tried / This is not my life / It's
just a fond farewell to a friend /
It's not what I'm like / It's just a
fond farewell to a friend / |
couldn't get things right.” Now,
with the past in mind, this song
could have conveniently landed
at the end of the album, provid-
ing closure to Smith's final
album. But that it lies in the
most insignificant of spots—the
middle—seems to suggest that

just maybe, Smith's vision was
upheld.

By no means is From a
Basement on the Hill Elliott
Smith's best work, but by no
means is it even close to being
his worst. And, while some may
be disappointed that the final
chapter in Smith's canon pro-
vides no expansion of his sonic
vocabulary, it's just familiar
enough to avoid redundancy
and remind us of what a talent
he was. If this is to be a swan
song, then it's certainly one that
fans and newcomers alike can
hold on to.
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Crossword Jackass of the Week |
ACROSS YER L O O E 9 o v P2 By Jené Shaw/Copy Editor

1 Sir Walter Scott N X |

novel, __ Roy" e s 6 | Unless you've bgeen hibernat- band for the mistake at the

4 Conductor Seiji ing recently, you've probably end of the show.

9 Trains to box 18 19 heard about the Ashlee Simpson Simpson went straight
14 Be obliged to “Saturday Night Live" lip-synch- to work defending the
15 Back tooth ld ing gaffe. Or as we prefer to call debacle, appearing on the
16 Medieval 7 24 % 26 it, Simpson-Milli-Vanilli-music- 2004 Radio Music Awards

surcoat meltdown-mishap-mania 2004! Oct. 25 to redeem herself
17 Ee gl =z 28 28 Drummer's fault. Technical by singing live. She cven
18 Elegahleen-year 30 |31 5 difficulties. Daddy's orders. Acid joked around aboui the

old Reflux. We've heard all the incident, stopping the |
19 Author Jong 37 38 39 excuses by now, but we just§ band a few measures into |
20 Letters of L. can't stop laughing when we pic- | f|say, “You're playing the |

Michaels' show % °' = ture Simpson’s hoedown boogie | lwrong song!" only to
21 Singer LeAnn o Y during her Oct. 22 “SNL" per- | shock the audience with a |
22 Pan of fiction formance. (What's that? You i1 “Just kidding!" seconds |
23 The work week 45 |46 [47 |48 43 50 51 haven't seen the video? Please ﬁ later.

is overl go here: www.collegehu _ The irony of the situa-
gg mgfg’;g’ 3 5 » % mor.com/news/ashlee_snl.wav) | tion is her pre-"SNL" state- |
27 Appmx,rf;);w 7 = ] When the pop star took the i g ment from a recent inter- ‘
29 Potpie veggie stage for her second time during § view with Lucky maga-
30 Rocks & 8 62 the show, her already performed zine, in which she :aid,
32 Marketing = — - “Pieces of Me” started playing “I'm totally against [lip- |
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Out of My Hcad»

My dearest Lorie,
Though we haven’t known each
other long, know that no words
can describe the intensity of
my feelings toward you.

cotty Carison _

THREE WEEKS. WHY, NO GOOT

ACTUALLY, IT'S BRILLIAN
I JUST THINK IT'S MOK
OF A SIX-WEEK LETTE!

by

HEY, WHAT ARE YOU STOPPING
FOR? IT CONTINLEES...

VALENTINO, HOW LONG
HAVE YOU KNOWN
THIS GIRL?

...Well, all right, maybe
these words can: my dearest
Lorie, I love you more than a
mint condition copy of “Action
Comics” issue number 1.

@'H-]

© Scott Carlson, 2004
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Fair elections: a thing of the past?

ow do you know
H when your country
has gone off the deep

end?

Maybe it’s when the thing
the nation holds most impor-
tant, most sacred and most
necessary gets abused and
possibly lost forever.

Such a scenario may be
playing itself out this week
as the nation goes to the polls
in the time-honored tradition
of selecting its leaders
through the open and demo-
cratic process of voting.

Political operatives and
others are committed to
influencing the election by
whatever means necessary in
states all across the country,
from Oregon to Florida and
elsewhere.

Many of the legal chal-
lenges and  extra-legal
maneuvering 1o voting pro-
cedures come during an elec-
tion cycle that is expected to
be among the closest In
American history. Learning a
lesson from the Florida
debacle in the 2000 election,
both the Kerry and Bush
campaigns are gearing up for
extensive legal challenges to
make sure that each vote for
their man is counted, or
avold having their candidate
win the popular vote only to
have the election handed
over to their opponent,

In this arena, the
Democrats clearly have their
work cut out for them. In no
less than four states, for
example—OQOregon,  Ohio,
Jowa and Minnesota—
Republicans, or Republican-
funded groups, have been
accused of trying to tamper
with the election process.

In Ohio, perhaps the most
undecided state in the coun-

try, the GOP attempted to
challenge the eligibility of
more than 35,000 voters in
six counties, in what
Democrats characterized as
an effort to pre-emptively
disqualify thousands of
potential voters.

In Iowa, Republicans filed
a lawsuit trying to nullify a
new law that allows for pro-
visional, or temporary bal-
lots.

In Minnesota, a
Republican move to expose
party affiliations of election
judges was beaten back by
the state Supreme Court. In
Oregon, Republican volun-
teers have taken to inserting
themselves into every step of
the "election process, stand-
ing guard over state election
workers as they do their jobs.

And then, there’s Florida.
Quite frankly, four years
after the most contested elec-
tion in the country’s history,
the situation on the ground
leading up to Election Day in
the Sunshine State is more
muddled and more politi-
cized than ever before.

In Broward County, elec-
tion officials are questioning
how many of the 58,000
absentee ballots sent out in
October actually reached
voters. In Miami, a federal
judge dismissed a lawsuit
last week that was filed on
behalf of more than 10,000
new voters whose registra-
tion forms had been judged
incomplete, despite the fact
that the rejected registration
forms had come dispropor-
tionately from blacks and
Hispanics. Even worse,
when members of a Latino
registration group were reg-
istering voters on a Miami
Beach sidewalk in the run-up

to the election, they were
shut down by officials from
the Homeland Security
Department without reason.

In fact, pick a minority
group—college  students,
senior citizens, felons,
American Indians—and
you’ll probably find a con-
certed effort to suppress their
vote somewhere in 2004
America. In a September
report entitled, “The Long
Shadow of Jim Crow: Voter
Intimidation and
Suppression in America
Today,” the People for the
American Way and the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People found dozens of
examples of voters being
singled out on the basis of
race alone, noting that “voter
intimidation and suppression
is not a problem limited to
the southern United States.”
It’s no surprise, either, that
minority voters have histori-
cally voted heavily
Democratic, a well-known
fact to Republican political
strategists.

This all adds up to the very
real possibility that the
bedrock of American democ-
racy is in danger like never
before. The right to free and
open elections is to be
defended at all costs, lest the
reality of a democratic socie-
ty be lost. Democrat or
Republican, every American
has a vested interest in ensur-
ing that whether or not his or
her candidate wins, the
process to select a leader
should be above reproach.

Because once our confi-
dence in the electoral process
is gone, what’s left to hold
up as noble and inspiring
about American politics?

Stewart: the choice for truth

ong live Jon Stewart.
L The comedian and

host of  Comedy
Central’s “The Daily Show”
has vaulted in political stature
from media bystander to a
sharp-tongued expositor in a
moment of bald honesty
when he appeared on the Oct.
15  edinon of CNN’s
“Crossfire” to promote his
new book America (The
Book): A Citizen’s Guide o
Democracy Inaction. Almost
immediately, Stewart set up
bow-tie  wearing Tucker
Carlson and co-host Paul
Begala by remarking that
“Crossfire,” and the numer-
ous other shows like it, “are
hurting America.”

Carlson and Begala tried to
fire back, but it was barcly a
contest. Stewart went on to
nail them, pointing out that
the show 1s “not honest” and
calling the hosts, who make
their living as political pun-
dits, “partisan hacks.”

hot topic of conversation
since it aired, with more than
a few people professing a
newfound  respect for
Stewart.

Even before his appear-
ance on “Crossfire,” it was
common 1o hear people
express their appreciation for
Stewart’s acerbic brand of
comedy. But his recent com-
ments have touched a raw
nerve with an extraordinary
amount of people. It’s almost
trite by now to talk about how
“The Daily Show” is more
relevant than real news for
some folks, but it took
Stewart appearing as himself,
not just a character, to show
us why.

That’s because, as a cul-
ture, we have become so
entrenched in our apathy and
disillusionment toward the
media that even a small bit of
candor and brutal honesty
from our pundits seems sud-
denly shocking. Terms like

The exchange has been a “fair and balanced™ make us

scoff because we know that
they’re not, and our eyes
glaze over anytime we try to
glean any amount of useful or
pertinent information from
the manicured and coiffed
talking heads on television.

But Stewart tears down the
middle, gets his jabs in at
everyone and doesn’t care on
whom the blood spatters. In a
land that glorifies disinforma-
tion and sappy human-inter-
est stories, some of us want
the truth, even if it's mean
and impolite. And sometimes
it takes a nasty outburst to
make us realize it.

Of course, there will
always be people who want
their news sanitized and
dumbed-down because they
possess an inherent inability
to deal with the world as it is.
But the rest of us want to
know, regardless of how dirty
or difficult it is.

And Stewart helps the truth
2o down just a little bit casier.

WEAXER , DYING ... DYING..+

- -STRENGTH FADING.. .
DARKNESS  ENTERING ... CETTING

AH -~ HA HA HA/ ..

IT'S NoT
KRYPTONITE
SToP\p-MAN!

| WAVE A
NEW MORE
POWERFUL
WERAPON...

BANNING
EMBRYONIL
STEM- LEWL
Resenrch]

Adam Rust/The Chronicle

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Pie chart shows the
way

The “Diversity” full-
color unlabeled pie chart
on the cover of the Oct.
25 Chronicle was very
enlightening!

Purple students domi-
nate the student body,
while green students con-
tinue to outnumber the
orange students. (Still
notable, however, is the
small population of ever-
so-slightly-darker-purple
students!) )

Personally, | believe
that full-color, front-page
graphics ought to have
clear labels.

Perhaps it is fortunate
that the missing labels
also seemed to have
stripped credit (and any
subsequent blame) from
the graphic designer.

Regarding the labeled
pie charts on page 7, they
diminish the actual data
reported in the article.

The numbers were
obviously rounded off for
the graphic (Fall 2003 we
had 101 percent stu-
dents), revealing a 1 per-
cent margin for error—
the percent of non-minor-
ity students remained 36
percent from 2003 to
2004.

Perhaps a bar graph
would have been more
appropriate in displaying
a“jump” in diversity?

—Jeffrey Wade
Institute for Science
Education

Why we should care
about the draft

If there is any issue that
should make a young per-
son want to vote in this
election, the reinstate-
ment of the draft would
almost surely be it

Despite much of the
information we have been
receiving through the
media keeping us “up to
the minute” with the war
in Iraq, I think a lot of
people would be reacting
differently to our war sit-
uation if they received a
phone call that they will
be shipped to Iraq in a
few weeks, and if they
would kindly send them-
selves off to boot camp in
lowa for preparation.

Sound unlikely?
Bush’s pre-emptive war
has pushed us this far.
Our military forces are
dangerously over-
stretched, with nine out of
10 of the U.S. Amy’s
active duty divisions in
Iraq or about to be.

There would be no
deferment to college stu-
dents; men and women
from the ages of 18 to 26

~would all be eligible.

The occupation in Iraq
is worsening, with no
clear solution or end in
sight. The current situa-
tion is only leading to the
reinstatement of the draft,
and the only way to avert
this situation is if the peo-
ple in charge change their
policies.

It will be us over there
soon enough.

I certainly have no
intention of fighting in a
war [ protested against.

—Emily Wilson

Senior
Art & Design
DanceAfrica  links

Columbia and the world

I was delighted to see
the coverage of this
year’s DanceAfrica
Chicago Festival,
“AYA!” in the Oct. 25
Chronicle.

The performance

brought together compa-
nies from Mozambique,
Peru, India, and the
United States, tangibly
demonstrating the rich,
lasting contributions of
African culture to music
and dance around the
world.

In recognition of the
colossal effort put forth
by my staff in producing
a show of this scope and
quality, I feel compelled
to correct a couple of fac-
tual errors in the article.

Although DanceAfrica
Chicago was founded at
the Dance Center of
Columbia 14 years ago, it
has been produced by the
Office of Community
Arts Partnerships since
1998.

During that time, it has
become integral to the
year-round programming
we do throughout the city,
providing a meaningful
link between Columbia
and dozens of schools
and community-based
organizations.

As well, DanceAfrica
Chicago is not a traveling
show, as stated in the arti-
cle. It is produced entirely
by Columbia and staged
for just three days a year
in Chicago alone.

Many  international
dance companies make
their Chicago debuts dur-
ing the festival, as did
Sidi Goma and National
Song & Dance Company
of Mozambique this year.

We look forward to
bringing many of them
back again next year, as
we celebrate the 15th
anniversary of Dance-
Africa Chicago!

—Julie Redmond
Deputy Director/
Interim Executive
Director, Office of
Community Arts
Partnerships

COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

Andrew Greiner Scotty Carlson Jeff Danna
Editor-in-Chief Campus News Editor  Alicia Dorr
City Beat Editor
Kristen Menke Jennifer Sabella
Managing Editor Assistant Campus Adam J. Ferinaion
News Editor Associate Editor

Jamie Murnane Eric Davis Linsey Burritt Chris Magnus i i
A&E Editor Photo Editor Ryany[)u an Rebecca Mielcarski gg:il?a%hﬁralﬂ?;‘n

] , Graphic Designers Jessica Noll
Trish Bendix Theresa Scabrough Shawn Rackow Jim Sulski
Todd Burbo _ Tina Wagner _ Jaimie McElligot Jené Shaw Faculty Adviser
Assistant ABE Editors  Assistant Photo Editors Advertising Copy Editors

Representative Mick Dumke

%grk W. nﬁtx:deréga Eren Psnd:r l Assistant Faculty

mmef or aron Vanderpoel |

"y ol WWW.COLUMBIACHRONICLECOM | Adviser



Commentary

November 1, 2004 1 7

Goodbye, Ralph—we hardly knew you

By Mark W. Anderson
Commentary Editor

Poor Ralph Nader.

After what’s sure to be another
overwhelming defeat in his
quixotic quest for the presidency,
the nation’s leading consumer
advocate faces the very real
prospect of turning into a politi-
cal joke.

Instead of going down in the
history books as a champion of
the little guy against the forces of
corporate power and greed,
Nader runs the risk that after Nov.
2 he will be seen as nothing more
than 2 man who was unable to
control his ambition—or his ego.

It didn’t have to be this way.
This year, during his fourth long-
shot bid for the presidency (he
last ran in 2000, garnering less
than 3 percent of the vote), Nader
faced two separate but equally
daunting challenges: The need to
vanquish the entrenched two-
party system of American politics
and overcoming voter apathy to
his cutting, yet largely over-
looked analysis of the ills of the
country.

On both scores, Nader brought
a much-needed message to the
American political arena.

And on both scores, he never
stood a chance.

In the weeks and months lead-
ing up to the 2004 election, Nader
spent most of his energies on the
first challenge. Hampered by per-
ceptions that his 2000 campaign
helped put Republican George W.
Bush into the White House by
taking away much needed votes
from Democrat Al Gore, Nader
faced concerted efforts on the
part of the Democratic Party and
independent groups to keep him
off the ballot.

By Election Day, despite pour-
mg almost all of his resources
into simply being allowed to
compete, his name will appear on
slightly more than two-thirds of
the ballots nationwide and he is
expected to garner even less
votes than he received in 2000.
Court challenge after court chal-

lenge, sponsored by everyone
from citizen voting groups to
Democratic political operatives,
kept his campaign from taking
off; he was once again unable to
secure television advertising,
favorable press coverage or even
access to the all-important presi-
dential debates.

But more important to his cam-
paign, and perhaps to the health
of the American political process
as a whole, was his inability to
get his political message heard.

Zeroing in on the relationship
between corporate power and
public policy, Nader offers a
scathing critique of the way polit-
ical and corporate business is
done in this country, echoed by
his incessant calls for change.
Honed from years of serving as
the most well-known and perhaps
important consumer advocate,
fighting for everything from
cleaner water to safer cars, his
message is simple: Corporations
have too much power in contem-
porary America.

At the heart of this critique
stands the relationship between
corporate campaign contributions
and industry-friendly legislation.

Believing that in America, a
democracy based on the wishes
of its citizens has been replaced
by a form of “corporatism™ in
which big corporations morph
the system to meet their own
ends, Nader calls, as he did in a
speech to the National Press Club
in February, for the need to
“reassert popular sovereignty,
... the sovereignty of real people
over the sovereignty of artificial
entities called corporations.”

It’s not a message that gets
heard very often. Which is no
wonder, when you think of it,
considering that the vast majority
of media outlets in this country
are outposts of major corpora-
tions, more than three quarters of
all money given by political
action committees to the cam-
paigns of both Sen, John Kerry
and Bush are from business con-
cerns, and pro-business policies
are championed by both

Democrats and Republicans.

Not to mention that on the face
of it, corporations as a whole
enjoy a positive public image in
2004 America: Who among us
doesn’t have a house or apart-
ment full of consumer products
generated by huge corporations;
drive a car made by one of the
biggest companies in the world;
watch and enjoy entertainment
created by big companies or
expect that someday we’ll be
working for one ourselves?

That means questions about
corporate power in the halls of
government often fail to stir our
blood. So what, we seem to say, if
energy companies happen to sit
on the task force that sets nation-
al energy policy, as they did in
the Bush White House of 20017
Or raise record amounts of
money for Democratic presiden-
tial candidates, like they did for
Bill Clinton, Gore and Kerry? Or
write the legislation that sets the
standards for clean air, clean
water or healthy forests?

When Nader says there is little
to no difference between
Democrats and Republicans
these days, that’s what he’s talk-
ing about. The relationship
between corporations and public
policy is there for all to see, once
we get past our slavish adherence
to the mythology about “the busi-
ness of America is business” and
“what’s good for General Motors

is good for the country.” In fact,
few, if any presidential adminis-
trations of the past 50 years have
managed to avoid the corrupting
influence of corporate power, or
failed to run into at least one
scandal where large companies
were caught asking for special
favors.

If we as a people care about the
way public policy 1s made in this
country, Nader’s critique would’
fall on a few more willing ears
than it does today.

And maybe, just maybe, he
wouldn’t be swimming in the
backwaters of public perception
reserved for those hopeless kooks
who get it in their heads to run for
president just because they think
they know what’s right for the
country.

But that’s where Ralph Nader
is, and, in some critical way,
America is the poorer for it.

Healthy democracies are able
to withstand more than two
points of view, and can even
accept harsh criticism of the way
they do business. Healthy democ-
racies, in short, would welcome a
third party candidate with open
arms, even if he was suggesting
that the very core of the country’s
political process was rotten.

Healthy democracies would do
such things.

Unfortunately, our country’s
democracy might not be that
healthy.

No time for fear in traveling alone

By Rebecca Mielcarski
Copy Editor

When I finally secured a seat
among the sea of people on the
bus, I found myself sitting next to
a classmate. While we made small
talk about class, I started to tell her
about an experience I had one
evening as | walked alone in the
city. As soon as I got into my
story, however, I noticed her
expression became stern, and I
couldn’t help but think: big mis-
take.

“You were by yourself? That’s
50 unsafe!” she said, sounding
eerily like my mother.

As I nodded my head in reply, I
knew I was in for it. A women’s
safety speech that I've heard
many times before was being
recited. ’

“Women should never travel
alone ... always travel in groups.”
she said. “Walking alone is dan-
gerous, especially 1n an area you
don’t know.”

Traveling alone in the city is not
uncommon, I thought to myself.
Women are cautioned about walk-
ing alone, but why should we be
afraid to walk through the city we
call home? After all, how do you
get to know the city if you're
encouraged to fear it?

I knew if I said anything, my
point of view would fall on deaf
ears. Still, she seemed determined
to try and convince me that I was
being careless.

But I just couldn’t keep my
mouth shut.

“I just moved here. What was I
to do?” I said, but she seemed deaf
to her surroundings. Looking rid-
dled with concern, she seemed to
be calculating how to arrange the
rest of her speech for maximum
impact.

“What if [someone] had a knife
or a gun?” she replied, all wide-
eyed. “Then what's done is done.”

Aside from the involuntary
rhyme in her words, she’s right. In
a sense, what’s done is done.

However, 1 think if a woman
appears to be afraid while walking
the streets alone, she inadvertently
makes herself a target. When she
is confident and appears more
relaxed, she looks as if she can
handle anything that comes her
way. Strong and self-confident—
isn’t that what makes an inde-
pendent woman?

I tumed to look out the window,
and she knew I wasn’t sold on her
opinion. Feeling an anecdote
might help, she continued.

“I would take a cab or call some
friends ... I've called my mom
and asked her to pick me up from
the train station.”

While she is fortunate to have
friends who live close to her, a
loving mother nearby and cash for
cabs, not everyone has such luxu-
T1es.

There is no definite solution to
make women feel comfortable
about walking alone in the city.
Especially when Chicago police
report that from January to

September of this year, there have
been 1,314 incidents of criminal
sexual assault in Chicago. That’s 7
percent less than last year, but still
not a comforting number.

Granted, it’s not safe to go out
for a late walk in every neighbor-
hood.

But I live here: I will walk
where I choose, when I choose,
with (or without) whomever I
choose. That’s the freedom I have.
And that’s a right I have no fear in
exercising.

“Hurry, hurry—come on,” she
said, shooing me off the bus. 1
think she felt a mother-daughter
bond from all of this. I thanked
her for her concern and wanted to
point out that she is only two
years older than 1. But, after all,
she was just trying to be nice.

Parting ways, | noticed she
immediately began walking and
chatting with someone else.

I, however, continued on my
way, alone.

Roamin’

Numerals

$200 to $240

The cost of one
canine Halloween
costume, such as a
pumpkin, devil,
astronaut or cheer-

leader, made b
N.Y.-based E&E
Hallstrom Haute
Couture, a high-end
clothing coméJany
for dogs.

100,000

The number of Iraqi
civilians—many of
them women and
children—who have
died since the start of
the U.S.-led invasion
of Iraq, as estimated
by American and
Iraqll_1 researchers for
the British-based
medical journal The

-53.1%

The year-to-date
change in share price,
as of Oct. 29, for
Sinclair Broadcasting
Group, the television
network that planned
to run an anti-Kerry
documentary last
month.

Choice Cuts

“ :

“Now it’s over. _
What are we going
to do next?”

Nathan Levin, 98,
Boston Red Sox fan
who remembers the

last time the Red
Sox won the World
Series, in 1918, as
quoted in The New
York Times.

“I care about free-
dom and liberty. I
care about my fam-
ily. I care about m
country. Because
care, promise to
work hard to re-
elect George W,
Bush as president
of the = United
States.”

The “Bush Pledge,”
recited, arms aloft,
by 2,000 people
assembled for a
Republican election
rally in Port St.
Lucie, Fla., at the
urging of Florida
state Sen. Ken
Pruitt, as reported
online in Slate.com.
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may be cut due 1o a limited space
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SPACES
THE STUDENT CENTERS AND GALLERIES OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO

PARDON OUR MESS...

The Hokin Annex will be closed November 1 - December 17th for renovations.
The Hokin Gallery will also have some renovations during this time but will be
open to the Columbia community.

We apologize for the inconvenience!!

Please visit C-33 Gallery, The Conaway Center or the Library for additional
study and relaxation areas.

CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

s

Joseph Haydn, at the age of 27, wrote his 1st symphany.

Music inspired them the same way it inspires you.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 18 TO 29 YEAR-OLDS AT JUST $18-$29 A TICKET.

@ CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA » 220 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE s CHICAGO

.; For tickets call 312-294-3030 or visit www.cso.org/1829

LN
prices and programs subject ta change. \ \\J
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Where else can you get...

Academic Success

A Voice on Campus

Networking
Professional &
P(ra?s%snsali(l)B%velopment Food Money

Join a Student
Organization

or Start vour Own!

- Talk to US!! student orsanization Council 312.344 6656

sociation 312.344.6657
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Columbia
Chronicle
Classifieds

Classified Advertising

Deadlines
Your advertisement must be received by 5 p.m. on
the Thursday prior to the publishing date.

Rates

The Columbia Chronicle charges $0.25 per word with
a $5 minimum. All classified ads must be pre-paid in
full prior to publication. All ads will be published in
alphabetical order.

Three Ways fo Place a Classified Ad

1 0nline i
Visit www.columbiachronicleclassifieds.com.

2 By Mail

Send your typed or printed ad copy along with your
full name, city, state, zip code and phone number
with full payment to: Chris Richert, 600 S. Michigan
Ave., Chicago, IL 60605.

3 By Fax

Fax your typed or prinfed ad copy along with your
full name, city, state, zip code and phone number
with Full payment to 312/344-8032.

Announcements

* * #] Spring Break Website! Lowest prices
guaranteed. Free Meals & Free Drinks. Book 11
people, get 12th trip free! Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or 800-838-
8202

PRO VOICE LESSONS - AS LOW AS $5!!!
Professionally Trained Vocalist & Vocal Coach
Offering Lessons for Beginner Students: Tiveliv-
eliveagain @ yahoo.com

A career journey begins with a single step at
Chicago Job Resource
www.chicagojobresource.com.

Want 1o go to Spring Break but you don’t
know how to fund your trip? STA Travel wants
to send YOU to the sun for free! Please email
your interest to chi@statravel.com attention
Sylvia. Deadline is October 29, 2004.

Valet positions / runner, cashier, supervisor.
Come join our team at the new Hard Rock
Hotel Chicago. We are looking for ambitious
individuals for all positions. Full / part time &
flexible scheduling. Experience in valet or
hotel industry a plus. Valid D.L. & manual
transmission skills required. All applicants may
pick up applications @ the Hard Rock Hotel,
email resumes to cahchicago@yahoo.com.

PART TIME WORK
Excellent Pay!

Conditions Exist, all age 18+
Scholarship opportunities, Felixible Schedules,
Entry-level customer sales/service
All Majors considered

Call Today 312-397-1570

Apts/Rooms/Lofts

LARGE 6 ROOM APARTMENT FUR-
NISHED OR UNFURNISHED 1250 SQ. FT.
IDEAL FOR ROOMATES 2 Bedrooms with
walk-in closets Eat in Kitchen with walk-in
pantry Appliances included Living room,
Dining/Den with walk-in pantry New Carpeting
and Heated baseboard registers throughout
Enclosed rear porch with tall sliding windows
overlooking large, private backyard for tenants
use. Bus Route #8 Halsted runs 24hrs Orange
Line (Halsted) runs 24hrs Bus route #44
Wallace Racine, #24 Wentworth Red Line
(SOX35th) runs 24 hrs Minutes to Columbia,
IIT, UIC, Downtown Available immediately
$1200 plus 1 month’s security 847-648-6403

Entertainment/Events

M4MUSA .com the #1 gay college dating
website IM chat and 1000’s of picture ads.
America’s largest gay dating service enter code
UC29.

Please check your ad and report any errors to
us by the next issue’s deadline so that correc-
tions can be made. We will not be responsible
for errors or failure to run an ad except to the
extent of the cost of the first insertion of the ad.
We reserve the right to categorize, edit, and
refuse classified ads.

600 S. Michigan - Basement

Mon. -

Specials

Thurs. 8-6, Fri. 8-3

November 1 - November 5

:ream of Potato Soup in a Bread Bowl $4.25
Choice of bacon, cheddar cheese, green onions

Served with pretzels

‘Chicken Wrap $4.25

Chicken breast, lime cilantro rice, black beans, corn, tomatoes,

onions, cheddar cheese, poblanos, chipotle cream
urkey Bacon Panini $4.00

Tomatoes, monterey jack cheese

Served with potato chips

Soup: Mon - Oriental Chicken Vegetable
Tues - Turkey Wild Rice
Wed - Smoked Turkey Lentil
Thurs - Cheddar Vegetable

: The South Beach Diet.

Since low carbohydrate, high protein diets have become so popular, we have decided to help in these endeavors...

The"Underground Cafe, the Coffee House & that Glass Curtain Cafe will be featuring high protein, low carbohydrate meals,

snacks, & desserts prepared using the South Beach Diet plan.They are items that should appeal to everyone, not only to dieters.

e
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From the creators of iPod. The new iMac G5.

Three new models featuring:

+ 1.6 GHz or 1.8 GHz PowerPC G5 processor
+ Widescreen 17-inch or 20-inch display

+ Up to 2GB of DDR 400 memory

* Slot-load Combo or SuperDrive

+ AGP 8x graphics

Starting from $1199

12-inch - Starting at $949.00 14-inch - Starting at $1199.00 12-inch - Starting at $1,399.00 15-inch - Starting at $1,799.00

Starting at $749.00 Starting at $1,199.00 Starting at $1,799.00 ' $2,999.00 51,799.00 $1.169.00

i e g -
=5 d s | Ty
i/ {g"" 7 Z fg’/ﬂ
@ g M*M* k . m.w.i..‘. ,g 2 ” , é onea < iy
iPod AirPort Extreme iSight MacO0S X iLife Final CutExpress  Keynote  Microsoft Offic
Starting at $269.00 Base Station:$179.00 $129.00 $69.00 $29.00 $143.00 $79.00 $149.95

Card: $69.00

Phone: 312.344. 8MAC (800) MY-APPLE

http://www.colum.edu/applestore/

6035 Wabash, Suite 205 i www.apple.com/education/store/
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City Beat

Scientists search
for stem cell funds

(O Federal money insuffucient, researchers say

By Jeff Danna
City Beal Editor
In response to what scientists see
as insufficient federal funding for
embryonic stem research, several

Chicago  medical  institutions,
including Northwestern

University’s Feinberg School of
Medicine and The University of
Chicago, are searching for alterna-
tive support for their work.

Medical officials from
Northwestern and U. of C. said the
$35 million the Bush administration
has spent on embryonic stem cell
research in the past three years is not
enough to make advancements in
the field, and because of the mora-
torium, these establishments are
turning to private donors to poten-
ually fund research in the field

In 2001, President Bush restrict-
ed federal funding for human
embryonic stem cell research to
more than 60 existing cell lines that
had already been destroyed.
Federal funding is not granted for
research on any other lines.

lines, but are limited in the work
they can do.

“We chose not to create lines
because the specific need hadn’t
come up,” Kessler said. “But the
time when the new lines will be
necessary is rapidly approaching.”

Kessler is unsure whether
Northwestern researchers would
use private funds to develop their
own cell lines or use existing ones,
created by institutions like Harvard
and Stanford, that also turned to pri-
vate sources to fund their research.
Officials from both institutions said
they have been discussing funding
options with potential donors, but
they declined to say who the poten-
tial donors are.

Singh said that the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation is
already supporting
research at U. of C. for the treat-
ment of diabetes. Also, the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute, of which
he is a member, will provide funds
for the research, should his lab
decide to conduct it. If U. of C.

stem cell

Scientists believe that by study- FECHUILS. SCIBMUSIS: ¥ ho e =il

’ become, members of the institute,

ing human stem cells they can help Hughes funds
develop treat- ; ) S St

ments or even| - We, like other academic ‘;l'“,'_d by “ffdlt_‘;r

cures for an array | CEN{Ers, are quite excited [Qi;”h l?jum :

of medical condi- | about the possibilities that alp's . e

tions including
diabetes,
Parkinson’s, and
Alzheimer’s dis-
The cells
are found in two
forms: somatic, or
adult, stem cells,

eases.

stem cell biology holds for
regenerative medicine.”

—Harinder Singh, block
professor of molecular
biology at The University
of Chicago

unusual for any
science to be
funded in the
medical realm
privately,” said
Laurie Zoloth,
professor of

which are found

in tissues and organs; and embry-
onic, which are obtained from
embryos grown in culture and fer-
tilized in vitro.

Both types are capable of regen-
erating and transforming into other
cell types. However, embryonic
stem cells regenerate for a longer
period of time than adult stem cells,
and while adult stem cells are capa-
ble of regenerating as cells of their
original tissues, embryonic stem
cells can become any type of cell.

While some people believe
research must be conducted on
both types of stem cells in order to
advance the field, others see con-
ducting research on embryonic
stem cells as destroying human
life.

“We, like other academic centers,
are quite excited about the possibil-
ities that stem cell biology holds for
regenerative medicine,” said Dr.
Harinder Singh, block professor of
molecular  biology at  The
University of Chicago. “We have a
number of faculty that are exploring
applications for stem cell biology.”

U. of C. is hoping to hire
researchers who specialize in
embryonic stem cell research and
expand 1ts embryonic stem cell
research program, Singh said.
Although the school’s researchers
conduct stem cell studies, its weak-
ness, Singh said, is that it has no
faculty specialized in stem cell
biology, particularly embryonic.

Northwestern, on the other
hand, is looking for private funds
to conduct more advanced types of
embryonic stem cell research, said
Dr. John Kessler, chief of neurolo-
gy at the umiversity. Researchers at
Northwestern are conducting tests
using four government-approved

medical ethics
humanities at Northwestern. “It’s
fairly common in American science
that advocacy groups and the foun-
dations that support patients and are
interested in research, offer funding
to researchers on a regular basis.”

Backlash against embryonic
stem cell research has been limited
at both Northwestern and U. of C.,
university officials said.

Zoloth said it is uncommon for
scientists to oppose embryonic
stem cell research unless their reli-
gious affiliations influence their
beliefs about the nature of human
embryos. Although she sees study-
ing embryonic stem cells as imper-
ative to healing and saving lives,
she welcomes and respects appos-
ing viewpoints.

“It’s because the research is at
such an early stage that it seems to
be quite a mistake to cut off this
avenue before it is fully devel-
oped,” she said. “We don’t yet
know what answers will come to us
from the human embryonic stem
cells of somatic stem cells. We
don’t know the answers yet, and
that’s why this research is impor-
tant to support.”

Qutside the universities, others
disagree with the institutions’
research.

William Beckman, executive
director for Illinois Right to Life, a
Chicago-based nonprofit organiza-
tion that opposes practices they
believe threaten human life, said
his group supports adult stem cell
research but not embryonic.

“We encourage potential donors
to evaluate the situation and
cncourage them not to donate,”
Beckman said.

Illinois Right to Life members

See Stem Cells, Page 23

KRT

John Kessler, chief of neurology at Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine, is
seeking private funding for human embryonic stem cell research at his institution. The federal
government will only fund research on more than 60 pre-designated cell lines, prompting some
institutions to take funding of the studies into their own hands.

Flu Continued from Back Page

from specific federal funds.
Many hospitals and independ-
ent health care providers
received little to no supply of
the vaccinations. The Swedish
Covenant Hospital ordered all of
its vaccines from the recalled

Prevention’s wel

Here are some of the best ways doctors
& officials recommend avoiding the flu...

*Compiled from the Centers for Disease Control and
r}mte atons f;

apd recomis m Dy,
Tony Vancauwelsert o%eegwedis avmam?{ospnal

supply, according to hospital
public relations manager Tim
Nelson. Through some arrange-
ments the hospital worked out it
was able to obtain a small supply
on Oct. 27, to be used for “at-
risk” patients per CDC guide-

lines.
“We  actually
had to cancel a

clinic event sched-
uled for Nov. 2
because of the
shortage, but we
will be trying to
reach out to our
community with
those vaccinations
we’ve been able to
get,” Nelson said.

For seniors and
other vulnerable
patients, there
may be help on the
way. Illinois Gov.
Rod Blagojevich
recently requested
permission from
the federal gov-
ernment to order
nearly 300,000
vaccines from
manufacturers in
the United
Kingdom. These

are primarily to

Linsey Burritt/The Chronicle cover the shm‘[ugc

for long-term care facilities and
other high-risk patients, Chavez-
Torres said.

Illinois has to wait for Food

and Drug  Administration
approval in order to buy the
European doses, though

American Airlines has already
pledged to ship the doses over-
seas for free.

Whatever panic may exist due
to the shortage is not completely
justified, Hadac said. The health
department starts its vaccina-
tions in October each year to get
ahead of any potential flu cases,
but the worst of the flu season
does not come until January or
February, and sometimes lingers
into March, Hadac said.

Healthier people who do not
meet qualifications for a flu vac-
cination this year are being
urged by health department offi-
cials to take extra care. For now,
the health department is gearing
up for a public campaign to raise
awareness for the coming flu
season. The department has
planned public service
announcements and ads on CTA
lines to spread flu avoidance
techniques, Chavez-Torres said.

“Prevention is key right now.
It’s too early in the season to tell
the effect the shortage will
have,” Chavez-Torres said.
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Dave Matthews Band drops
deluge of cash on city programs

Q Madigan sues band after tour bus allegedly dumped waste in river

By Alicia Dorr
City Beat Editor
The Dave Matthews Band
donated money to two Chicago
organizations in order to make
amends for their tour bus driver
allegedly dumping human waste
onto tour boat passengers riding
on the Chicago River in August.
The band gave $50,000 to

“It’s certainly a gesture of
good will, but it does not affect
the ongoing litigation against
them,” Merz said.

The attorney general’s office
sought the civil lawsuit after
more than 100 passengers on the
architecture tour were covered in
human waste when the bus driv-
er allegedly released the septic

demonstrate our commitment to
step up if we are found to be the
responsible party,” the statement
read.

The band, which is known for
its efforts to help the environ-
ment through donations and
other means, has also contacted
the tour company to get the
names of those affected, as well

the Chicago Park District
and the same amount to
Friends of the Chicago
River, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to keep the
river clean.

The state of Illinois sued
the band on Aug. 24 for
$70,000. The band is charged

“It’s certainly a gesture of good
will, but it does not affect the
ongoing litigation against them.”

—Melissa Merz, spokeswoman

for the Hlinois Attorney
General’s Office

as to pay for any costs incurred
from the incident.

The Chicago Park District
will use the donation from
DMB for their programs,
according to a statement from
Lisa Arizzi, a Park District
spokeswoman.

“We appreciate [the dona-

with  violating the Illinois
Environmental Protection Act for
water pollution and the discharge
of a contaminant into a waterway
without the proper permits.
Furthermore, the suit, filed by
Attorney General Lisa Madigan,
charges the band with one count
of public nuisance, according to
a statement released by the attor-
ney general’s office. The charges
are pending.

Melissa Merz, a spokeswoman
for the attorney general’s office,
said these donations would not
affect the investigation.

tank over the Kinzie Street
Bridge. Chicago police have sur-
veillance camera footage that
reveals a bus leased by the band
as the culprit. The bus driver
continues to deny he released the
waste.

In a statement on their website
posted Oct. 22, the band said
they wanted to take immediate
action, whether they were found
to be the offender or not, in order
to “begin the healing process.”

“We hope by reaching out and
helping now this will help

tion] and will use the money to
enhance natural area and envi-
ronmental programs along the
Chicago River,” Arizzi said.

The Friends of the Chicago
River gave the band options for
where they wanted the money to
go, according to Laurene Von
Klan, executive director of the
organization.

“The funds have been ecar-
marked for permanent endow-
ment which will ensure there is
always someone speaking out on
behalf of the Chicago River,”
Von Klan said.

Stem CE“S Continued from 22

have not conducted any protests
on the issue of embryonic stem
cell research because the issue is
not as widespread as an issue like
abortion, Beckman said.

In other states, such as
California, embryonic stem cell
research is a widespread issue.
When Californians vote on Nov. 2,
Proposition 71 will be included on
the ballot. If passed, the initiative
would generate $3 billion in state
tax dollars to fund embryonic stem
cell research.

In Illinois, the Stem Cell
Research Act is stalled in the state
Senate, said Irit Tamir, a legisla-
tive aide to Evanston Sen. Jeffrey
Schoenberg. Schoenberg is spon-
soring the bill in the Senate. The
bill affirms scientists’ rights to
practice stem cell research, places
parameters on the research and

bans human cloning in Illinois.
The House passed the bill in
March 2003.

But the Stem Cell Research Act
is not the same as Proposition 71,
which was developed by citizens
concerned about stem cell
research. Singh hopes that a simi-
lar proposition will be introduced
in Illinois, but he has not seen the
same advocacy among Illinois cit-
izens as California citizens.

“Perhaps there’s fault that might
be attributed at both levels,” he
said. “On the side of the research
scientists, I think what would be
very good is for several of the
major institutions here in the
Chicago area to coherently put
together a vision of why this area
[of research] is so important, and
to make the case to the politicians.

“At the same time, I would hope

that the politicians themselves
would see the importance of this
endeavor and want to then explore
ways by which it could be
financed within the state of
Illinois.”

North  Side Rep. Sara
Feigenholtz, who sponsored the
Stem Cell Research Act in the
House, would also like to see the
state pass embryonic stem cell
research legislation. She said she
believes the research is moral and
that it could help prolong or save
lives.

“I am hopeful legislation will
pass, and if not, people will also
search for private money and do
all they can,” Feigenholtz said.

To read more of The Chronicle’s
coverage of stem cell research, see
Adam J. Ferrington’s article on
Page 12.

Chicago resident Rosa Ma

Transport trouble

{ Perez protests pussnb%e
Chicago Transit Authority cutbacks at the Oct. 25 public
hearing on the CTA's proposed 2005 budget at the
Palmer House Hilton, 17 E. Monroe St.

Runners raise funds for shelter

Q Students encouraged to participate in race

By Lisa Frame

Staff Witer
The Gimme Shelter SK
Run/Walk gives runners the

opportunity to help fight hunger,
addiction and homelessness in the
Near West Side of Chicago.

“There will be lots of company
for walkers,” said Dan Summins,
Cathedral Shelter’s director of
finance and asset management.
“We are more concerned with rais-
ing awareness for people in need
than anything else.”

Gimme Shelter is a fund-raising
event for the nonprofit Cathedral
Shelter of Chicago, 1668 W.
Ogden Ave. This year’s Nov. 7
race is expected to be the largest
yet, with an estimated 500 runners
and walkers, Summins said.

Awards are given to the top
three men and women of each
five-year age group.

“We have all kinds of people
from the young to the old, donors
and new residents to the new West
Loop,” said Brian Myers, volun-

teer manager of the runners and
walkers. "It is a family fun event.”

The race begins at 9 a.m. at the
Cathedral Shelter of Chicago. The
SK (3.1 mile) course winds
through the West Loop. It will start
on Ogden Avenue between Adams
and Madison streets and will end
at Ogden and Jackson Boulevard.

The Cathedral Shelter—a min-
istry of the Episcopal Diocese of
Chicago—has been serving the
Near West Side since 1915. The
Cathedral Shelter feeds more than
6,100 families each year, through
internal programs and outside
assistance.

The Gimme Shelter Run/Walk
has had help from students in the
past. There have been more than
100 students who have volun-
teered from area high schools and
universities.

“University of Illinois Chicago
and Columbia students have
always been a help in the past,”
Summins said. “Any student can
join as a runner or race marshal.”

* A S6-year-cld male was
 arrested and taken into custody
for a simple battery that occurred
at the Harold Washington
Library Center, 400 S. State St.,

11 pan. on Oct. 19, The vic-
n, 8 46-year-old maie, told
police he was sitting in the
_hhmy s third floor computer lab
when the offender began shout-
ing obscenities. When the victim
and others in the lab told the
fender to he qu:et, the offender

in ccnnccuon to thlS mcadem. -

e A dark blue 2000 Ford
Explorer was stolen from the
Chicago Hilton and Towers
parking parage, 720 5. Michigan
Ave., at 9:52 a.m. on Oct. 24, No.
one has been taken into custody

. ?ohcc responded  to an
aggravated battery outside the
University Center of Ch)cagg,
525 8. State St at 2:19 a.m. on
Oct. 23. The victim, an 18-year-
old male, told police the offe
er, a male beixeved 10 be

the victim refused the offender
request, the offender removed
his belt and swung it, striking the
victim in the neck. The offender
fled westbound on Congress

Parkway. No one has been

arrested in connection

* A green car of unknown
make and model was stolen off
the street at 520 S. Federal St.
between 1 am, and 5 am. Oct.

25. No one has been arrested in

: connecucn o thxs mmdeni

»  Police respondad 0 an
aggravated robbery that occurred

~on the sidewalk at 43 E. 8th St. at
7:20p.m, on Oct. 23. The victim,

a 25-year-old male, told police
that the offender, a ma}e believed

unknown weapon to the victim's
d and threatened to shoct
him. The offender reached in the

victim's coat pockets, took $40

and fled southbound down an
alley. No one has been arrested
in connection to this incident.

* Columbia Building

<>
. Simple Battery

. Aggravated Battery

‘ Aggravated Robbery

Auto Thefi




National shortage

cuts city’s flu shot
stockpile in half

(O CDPH unsure when more vaccines will arrive

By Alicia Dorr
City Beat Editor

With the flu shot supply dwin-
dling and little help on the way,
city health department officials
are urging everyone to be on
guard this flu season.

Chicago is falling victim to a
nationwide  flu  vaccination

shortage sparked by the close of

vaccination manufacturer
Chiron Corp.’s Liverpool facto-
ry. British officials shut down
the factory for three months
after finding contaminations in
the supply.

Chicago usually gets 50,000
vaccinations between October
and November, before the flu
season takes hold, said Maribel
Chavez-Torres, program direc-
tor for the Chicago Department
of Public Health’s Immunization
Program. This year, the Centers
for  Disease  Control and
Prevention can only {ill half of
that, she said.

“We had 140 open clinics
scheduled for flu vaccinations
this year, which we had to cut to
11, Chavez-Torres said.

Chicago, like other cities in
the country, is dealing with the
crisis by using the limited sup-
ply on particularly vulnerable
patients.  The most at-risk
patients are those ages 65 and
older: doctors and other medical
personnel; pregnant women;
people who already have serious
illnesses: and children.

The federal government urges
people who are healthier and
younger not to seek flu vaccina-
tions this year. In Chicago, if
someone does not meet at-risk
requirements, they are being

turned away.

On the health department’s
scheduled flu vaccination days,
people have lined up outside the
clinic two to three hours early.
Nurses started showing up early
to match the number of available
flu shots to those eligible in line
and sent the rest home, said Tim
Hadac, spokesman for Chicago
Department of Public Health.

“We do that because going
somewhere and not getting the
flu shot 1s bad, but waiting for
two hours and then being told
you're not going to get a flu shot
is worse,” Hadac said.

The CDC has pledged to ful-
fill Chicago’s order of 25,000
shots before flu season begins,
Hadac said, but the city is not
sure when it will receive the
additional vaccinations.  When
people are turned away, espe-
cially seniors, they often do not
understand.

“Of course there are people
who get angry, but we just need
them to understand we are doing
all we can,” Hadac said.

The health department has
administered 4,400 flu vaccina-
tions since the beginning of
October—all to patients deemed
“at-risk,” Chavez-Torres said.
She explained the department
does not have the exact amount
of vaccinations administered by
independent health care
providers and other outlets. The
health department has 300 vac-
cinations left, which will be
administered at its last sched-
uled clinic on Nov. 3, she added.
These do not include vaccina-
tions for children, which come

See Flu, Page 22
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More than 1,000 eligible people wait in line to get a flu shot Oct.
22 at the Northeast (Levy) Regional Center, 2019 W. Lawrence
Ave. Only 600 vaccinations were available for the Chicago

Health Department's event.
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A crew began the first stage of demolition on the old Chicago Sun-Times building, 401 N.
Wabash Ave., on Oct. 28. Donald Trump, whose new Chicago tower will be built at the site,
was in town for the event. The Trump Tower is scheduled to open in 2008.

Eric Davis/The Chronicle

New CPS program in dispute

O Plan to create more public schools criticized by unions, parents, teachers

By Leah Banks
Contributing Writer

More than 150 people gathered
in front of the Chicago Public
Schools’ headquarters Oct. 27,
loudly protesting against
Renaissance 2010—a controversial
program that includes the privati-
zation of public schools.

This protest came after an
Oct. 25 announcement that [
more than 20 organizations,
including labor unions and
community groups, are band-
ing together against 2010.
These  groups formed
Chicagoans for United
Education.  Most of the pro-
testers were from the SEIU

have

Local 73 labor union and the b——

Kenwood-Oakland
Organization.

The SEIU represents public
service workers, such as janitors, in
[inois and, Indiana.  New charter
and contract schools opened under
2010 will be two-thirds non-union.

“We  want to  protest 2010

Community

because there are no unions in this
process,” said SEIU spokesman
Tom Balanoff. “The CPS is saying
one thing and doing something
else.  They want to run these
schools with two-thirds of the
resources ... . We want to make
sure that workers are provided with
living wages and health insurance.”

Renaissance 2010 is the CPS

according to mayor’s office offi-
cials.

Julie Woestehoff of Parents
United for Responsible Education
said this is the first time in Chicago
history labor unions, parents and
teachers have been on the same side.

“Everyone is upset about
[2010],” Woestehoff said. “This is
the easiest organizing of a coalition
I've ever seen. We have

“Everyone is upset about [2010].
This is the easiest organizing of a
coalition I've ever seen. We have

weekly meetings and the number of
people involved [is] impressive.”

—Julie Woestehoff, Parents United for

Responsible Education

weekly meetings and the
number of people involved
[is] impressive.”

During the CPS board
meeting, Local 73 community
coordinator Amisha Patel
addressed the board and read
from a prepared statement
denouncing 2010. At the end

plan to create 100 new schools
over the next six years. The pro-
gram sceks to replace underen-
rolled  and  underperforming
schools, two-thirds of which will
be run by outside partners under
charter or contract agreements,

of her statement, CPS Board
President Michael Scott said, 1
have schools where 4 percent of
the students are reading at the
national average. What do you
think I should do?”

“I'm  sure there are
answers,” Patel replied.

other
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