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College hikes tuition 8.5 percent for fall

Q Price tag tops out at all-
time high of $14,880 per year

By Ryan Adair
Co-Editor-In-Chief

Columbia students will pay an additional
$1,100 to attend the college for the 2003 to 2004
academic year, according to President Warrick L.
Carter.

The 8.5 percent tuition increase comes after
approval from the college’s Board of Trustees.
Overall, students will shell out $14,880 in tuition

for the forthcoming academic year. The sum does
not include mandatory or class fees.

Carter cited the poor economy, in addition to
the price of continuing expansion of the college,
as reasons for the increase.

“Because we are 87 percent dependent on
tuition, we have to look to our tuition base in
order to introduce new technologies for the insti-
tution,” Carter said. “We’ve chosen one of the
most expensive areas in which to educate and we
must have contemporary things.”

Carter said Columbia has suffered significant
investment losses in the stock market, with the

~See Tuition, Page 6

Heather Morrison/Chronicle
Construction crews begin demolition of the building at 531 S. Wabash Ave. on March 28—marking the
third construction site on the block.

Online, grading the grader is easy

@) Websites give students
chance to sound off about faculty

By Doris Dadayan
Copy Editor

“Not only is the book a better teacher, it also has
a better personality.”

“I learned there are 137 tiles on the ceiling.”

“The movies he shows are so bad that even he
has to leave the room.”

“He will destroy you like an academic ninja.”

These are just a few of the entries by college
students across the United States and Canada on
RateMyProfessors.com, a website with the goal of
allowing students the opportunity to post mes-
sages and rate professors on campus anonymous-
ly; to give their overall opinion of the class while
seeing what other classmates have written; and to
use as a resource in helping with planning class

schedules.

The website was created in 1999 after the
founder, John Swapceinski, had a bad experience
with a professor while attending San Jose State
University in the computer science master’s
degree program. “I had a pamcularly dastardly
professor who helped to inspire me to find a way
to warn other students about her, and hence, the
site was born,” he said, in an e-mail interview.

RateMyProfessors.com is the largest listing of
college professor ratings on the Internet. The site
consists of more than 650,000 ratings for profes-
sors from 1,700 schools, and gets about 12,000
visitors a day, according to Swapceinski.

The site offers public scrutiny of instructors that
are rated on a scale of one to five based on three
classifications: clarity, helpfulness and easiness.
Clarity is how the instructor presents the class
material, his or her organization, and if class time
was spent effectively. Helpfulness refers to the

‘See Ratings, Page 6
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Returning from Iraq,
military students will
still have a spot at
Columbia, says official

Q College plans to
waive fees and return
financial aid

By Angela Caputo
Contributing Editor

As combat rages thousands of
miles away in Iraq, college offi-
cials have taken measures to
ensure Columbia students enlist-
ed in the military can return to
classes without penalty.

“We’'re trying to create as
friendly of an environment as we
can,” said John  Olino,
Columbia’s director of financial
aid.

“It’s the least we can do for
putting our soldiers in harm’s
way,” he said.

The policy, finalized on March
10, says students who are acti-
vated or join mid-semester will
be withdrawn from class without
penalty. Financial aid will be
returned and charges for the term
would be waived, according to
the Student Financial Services
Office.

Olino said that he hopes the
new policy will make it easier
for students to return to college
after they return from duty.

“It’s unfortunate that this war
is interrupting students’ lives,”
he said. “My hope is that they
will return to college, either here
or somewhere else.”

During the Gulf War in 1991,
five students were called up but
only two returned to Columbia,
according to E.J. Chip Talbot,
admissions  counselor  for
Columbia’s veteran office.

In his State of the College
address on March 20, President
Carter said, “about 15 members
of our community...have been
called up and therefore are serv-
ing the country on our behalf.”

The President’s Office was
unable to account for 15 people,
nor were any other administra-
tive offices on campus.

The Chronicle can confirm
two Columbia students currently
on inactive military duty.

Columbia student Tina
Blumenberg, 22, an interdiscipli-
nary arts major, was pulled out
of her last semester of classes,
her friends said, when the U.S.
Army reactivated her in early
February.

Blumenberg, also know by her
hip-hop performance name
“ToMBoy,” worked as a data
clerk in the Student Financial
Services Office for three years
before she shipped out.

Steve Washington, 22, an
interactive multimedia student,
said he spoke to Blumenberg on
March 26 at the Wisconsin mili-

tary base she is stationed. “Her
morale is really  high,”
Washington said.

Washington said that

Blumenberg is awaiting orders
on where she will be stationed
next.

Blumenberg told Washington
that she doesn’t know if she will
be sent to Iraq.

Illinois’ military affairs office
said it was not able to release
information on whether or not
Blumenberg’s unit would be
deployed to Iraq.

“For the sake and safety of our
soldiers we’re not going to give
out that information,” said Sgt.
Michelle Morgan of the Illinois
Department of Military Affairs.

Blumenberg was a GI Bill
recipient, which was paying for
her education at Columbia
according to the Admissions
Office.

Pat Fahrenbach, 20, a recent
transfer student to Columbia and
a theater major, will report to
duty in San Diego, Calif. on
April 21.

He said he thinks most col-
lege-age people apply for the
military to receive financial aid.

When Fahrenbach joined the
Marine Corps in March, he said
the recruiter was surprised that
he wasn’t joining in pursuit of
tuition money.

“I enlisted to defend our
beliefs, our country and people
who can’t and won’t fight for
themselves,” Fahrenbach said.




Hair Trigger grabs award

The Fiction Writing Department's annual maga-
zine, Hair Trigger, was awarded a Silver Crown
Award from the Columbia University Scholastic
Press Association. The award for Hair Trigger 24
honors the efforts of the magazine's student edi-
tors and faculty adviser, Chris Maul Rice.

The annual award—given March 22 in New
York City—honors more than 1,550 entries from
across the country. Hair Trigger 24 was among
three other magazines in the Silver Circle rank—
marking the sixth year the magazine has won
either a Golf or Silver Crown Award.

New electronic research

materials at college library

The Columbia Library, 624 S. Michigan Ave.,
has expanded its electronic resources with the
addition of several image and article databases,
including: Art Full Text, Black Drama, FIAF
International FilmArchive Database, Design and
Applied Arts Index, AMICO image database and
Social Sciences Full Text.

For more information, call (312) 344-7966.

Peace activist to speak

On April 8, Amn Chon Pond, a Cambodian-
American peace activist, will speak in the Hokin
Gallery, 623 S. Wabash Ave. Pond survived the
notorious Killing Fields of Cambodia, winning the
Spirit of Anne Frank Award and the Amnesty
International Award. He is currently a mediator
between Asian gangs in Massachusetts.
Sponsored by Columbia’'s Center for Asian Arts
and Media, Columbia's Human Rights
Conference Project, the Cambodian Association
of lllinois and the Foundation for Asian American
Independent Media. The event is at 11:30 a.m.

For more information, call (312) 344-7870.

College poetry fest planned

As part of Poetry Month, the English
Department presents the Fourth Annual Citywide
Undergraduate Poetry Festival on April 10 in the
Concert Hall of the Music Center, 1104 S.
Michigan Ave.

Aside from Columbia poets, the 5:30 p.m. event
features noteworthy talent from area schools
including Roosevelt, Chicago State, DePaul,
Loyola, National Louis and Northwestern universi-
ties plus the University of Chicago, the University
of lllinois at Chicago and the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago.

For more information, call (312) 344-8138.

Russo tribute in works

College officials are planning a memorial for the
late William Russo, founder and former head of
Columbia's Music Department, who died Jan. 11.

In his 74 years, Russo's body of work included
several jazz performances with Dizzy Gillespie,
Duke Ellington and Billie Holiday, to name a few.

The memorial is scheduled for April 16 at 1:30
p.m. in the Getz Theater. For more information,
call (312) 344-7383.

How to make $1K a minute

On April 8, the Career Center for Arts and Media
presents a lecture by Jack Chapman, author of
“Negotiating Salary: How to make $1,000 a
minute.”

The free lecture, at 11:30 a.m., is in Room 404,
at 33 E. Congress Parkway

For more information, call (312) 344-8188.

If you have an
upcoming event or
announcement, call the
Chronicle's News Desk at (312) 344.7255,

Around Campus

Chris Coates/Chronicle
Fashion art work by Lisa Maruna is part of the ‘Muliebral’ exhibit in the Hokin Gallery, 623 S. Wabash Ave. Sponsored
by C-Spaces, the event examines the cultural construction of femininity. For more information, call (312) 344-7696.

Columbia’s Summer Institute offers
a ‘taste of college environment’

Q High schoolers get
summer preview of
Columbia

By Ana Hristova
Staff Writer

Summer might typically be a
time to relax for some, but for the
students attending Columbia’s
High School Summer Institute,
it’s a time to evaluate options and
choose a direction for their future
education.

“One of the biggest benefits of
the program is getting an idea
what college is like,” said
Stephanie Strait, assistant director
of admissions for and the coordi-
nator of the High School Summer
Institute. “Students can get a taste
of college environment and also
pursue an art form they are
already interested in or try some-
thing new.”

Designed to establish Columbia
as a school of choice for students
interested in arts, the High School
Summer Institute is a five-week

rogram that gives sophomores,
Juniors and seniors the opportuni-
ty to take college-level courses for
credit. The introductory courses,
taught by Columbia faculty, offer
a glimpse into the college's visual,
performing and communication
art programs.

The Program was launched by
Bonnic Lennon in 1984 and has
been growing ever since. New
courses have been added to the
curriculum over the years to
accommodate  the increasing
enrollment and to compete with
similar programs at other schools.
Under Lennon, who ran the insti-
tute for 15 years, the program’s
enrollment hit a high of 604 stu-

numbers went down—>567 in 2000
and 492 in 2001—due to the lack
of a permanent director. Since
Strait took over the position two
and a half years ago, enrollment
has increased with 576 students
registering for classes in 2002.
Strait said she hopes to top that
number with this year’s schedule,
which offers eight new courses.

A report for 2002 received by
the school administration shows
that 226 students who went
through the High School Summer
Institute either in 2001 or 2002
currently attend Columbia.

From the 576 people who took
classes at the institute last year, 80
percent were from Chicago and
the metropolitan area and 20 were
from the other parts of the coun-
try.
Sabrina Raaf, who started teach-
ing digital photography at the
institute in 2002, said that her
experience was ‘‘very, very posi-
tive.” She said she was surprised
how talented high school students
were, having no trouble keeping
up with the material.

“The students were energetic
and very bright,” she said. As for
the classes, Raaf finds them more
intensive than regular college
classes in terms of the amount of
material that needs to be covered
in a short period of time.

“My class was smaller than
what 1 typically teach to and so |
was able to be somewhat more
informal in my approach, * she
said. “However, 1 did not lessen
the complexity of the material |
covered from that of the academic
school year,”

J. Kimo Williams, whose
Fundamentals of Record
Production class is the most popu-
lar course according to the school
administration, said his main goal

decisions about what they are
going to do with their lives.

“The students are in a candy
store, “said Williams referring to
the courses offered by the insti-
tute.

“They are eager. They are excit-
ed. They watch MTV and they
read about how easy it is to pro-
duce or to make your musical
dreams happen. I, as a teacher,
especially at the High School
Institute, am able to get them even
more excited but also help them
understand that it is extremely
hard work.”

A way to get students even
more excited, according to
Williams, is to give them the
opportunity to apply their
acquired knowledge.

“These young kids are a lot
smarter than we think,” said.
Williams, who has an 18-year-old
daughter at home.

Williams said he, wants to teach
more classes this year in order to
have a stronger impact on students
when the time comes for them to
make the big decision regarding
their future careers.

“That child is going to go back
to mom and not just say ‘Il had a
good time," but they are going to
say 'l learned so much. | am so
excited.” In that way, that parent is
going to support decisions that
they normally wouldn't because
they don’t have enough informa-
tion,” Williams said. )

Registration deadline for this
year's High School Summer
Institute is May 15, Classes begin
June 7. Class fees are $150 per
credit hour, with each class rang-
ing from two to three credits.

The Residence Lite Office is
offering on-campus housing for
$1,400 for the five-week program.
For more information cu‘l‘[ 312)»

dents in 1999, After she left, the 18 to help students make quality  344-7131,
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Newspaper foreign to students

Q International students
introduce paper’s new format, name

By Ana Hristova
Staff Writer

In an effort to give international students a better
vehicle to express their diversity and integrate
smoothly into the school community, the Office of
International Student Affairs renamed its old publi-
cation—The Columbia Spotlight, launched in
1998—The Foreigner. The new name and tagline,
“Documenting the F-1 Experience at Columbia
College,” are designed to capture the essence of the
publication and evoke curiosity about international
students, according to officials.

The Office of International Student Affairs intro-
duced The Foreigner at its spring reception for
international students, March 13. The semester
newspaper will be distributed at events and mailed
to fi;}!emaﬁona] students and college faculty and
staft.

According to school administration, 244 students
with F-1 visas, which grant foreign students the
right to study in the United States, are currently
attending Columbia. Ogeto thinks that the interna-
tional community is much larger—including stu-
dents with Green Cards and those on different types
of visas.

Symon Ogeto, adviser for'international students
at Columbia—which oversees the production of the
publication—said he hopes The Foreigner would
increase in circulation and become monthly begin-
ning the fall 2003 semester. The staff is currently

The current edition of The Foreigner is a production
of the Office of International Student Affairs.

working on the new issue, which will come out late
April or early May.

“Students felt that The Foreigner would give the
rest of the Columbia College community an idea
that there is a whole different group of individuals
another different dynamic to our overall diverse
population,” said Gigi Posejpal, assistant dean of
International Student Affairs. “They wanted to have
more presence and identity on campus.”

Funded by the Office of International Student
Affairs, The Foreigner has a circulation of 1000—
200 copies more than The Columbia Spotlight—
and is currently published twice a semester. The
eight-page publication gives international students
the opportunity to express themselves, share the
pages with American students and get information
about issues concerning immigration.

“Initially, the newspaper was focusing on inter-
national students only, which was isolating,” said
Ogeto. “What international students really wanted
was to reach out to their American counterparts:
‘Look, we have something in common. We are doc-
umenting the F-1 experience but we want you to be
a part of this experience.’”

Ogeto said he sees The Foreigner as a great
opportunity for students to enhance their writing
skills, build a portfolio and even raise money for
scholarships. The newspaper has already proven
that articles published on its pages can open many
doors for its writers. Chistina Radveski from
Argentina, a former editor-in-chief, used clips from
The Columbia Spotlight to get a job at Sanchez and
Associates Inc., a Chicago-based financial firm.

The current editor-in-chief, Shikha Sharma, who
came up with the idea for the publication’s new
name, is not an amateur in the field. A graduate stu-
dent pursuing a degree in teaching interdisciplinary
arts, Sharma has worked as a senior editor at
Encyclopedia Britannica and as a sub-editor/corre-
spondent at Design Digest, both based in her native
country, India.

Sharma said she thinks that many international
students have difficulties expressing themselves in
English and said that part of her role is to inspire
confidence that each voice is worth hearing.

“The Foreigner’s catch phrase goes beyond the
trivial and is reflective of a larger picture,” Sharma
said.
“Columbia College is an important arts and com-
munications institution and a channel like this is
needed.”

Andres Palencia, a film major with a sound con-
centration sent his-published work to his parents in
native Colombia. He said, “It was a new experi-
ence, | wanted to do something in a second lan-
guage. It is just poetry. I have done it before and I
am going to keep on doing it. It was good to get
published in this country.”

Ken Kagawa, a fiction writing major from Japan,
thinks that the newspaper is a nice opportunity for
international students to have a voice in the com-
munity.

“I see a lot of advocate groups like GLBT Pride,
black support groups like Big Mouth,” Kagawa
said. “I think that it is nice that all these Asian,
French kids and everybody gets to have a voice to
say what goes on. I think that it is a nice chance.”

“We are building it slowly but surely,” Ogeto
said. “ It is going to be something very powerful.”

Panel takes on culture, American-style

Q Story Week continues with a
lecture among six authors

By British Battle
Staff Writer

Politics and the oppression of free speech took
center stage at the March 26, “In Search of our
American story” roundtable discussion. Held in the
Harold Washington Library as part of Columbia’s
annual Story Week Festival of Writers, the discus-
sion featured six panelists, who shared their views
on everything from the need for multiculturalism in
modern America, to life as an immigrant.

The six panelists included Elizabeth Berg (Open
House); Junot Diaz (Drown); Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni (The Vine of Desire); Stephen Harrigan
(The Gates of the Alamo) Irvine Welsh
(Trainspotting) and Don De Grazia (American
Skin). The authors gave a bit of insight into what
inspires their search for their own American stories.

Although the event was scheduled to be a panel
discussion; some attendees said they thought the
panelists shared too much of their personal views.
Erika Martinez, a writer, said that she enjoyed lis-
tening to the diverse perceptions from the writers,
but that their views were too individual.

“It’s very surprising to see something so linear
come from such creative people. But, 1 was also
happy to hear a lot about all the different discus-
sions, political views and everybody’s openness
about how they feel because a lot of times I think

people are afraid to say how they really feel,”
Martinez said.

De Grazia named books such as Huckleberry
Finn, The Catcher in the Rye and To Kill a
Mockingbird as novels with a strong and distinctly
American voice.

“I was trying to think: What are the qualities that
are similar about these books? And very often it
seems like there is a journey, some sort of situation
where characters [are] able to encounter people
from all different walks of life and social classes,”
De Grazia said.

Diaz talked about his experience growing up as an
immigrant in the United States. He said that we
would have a different impression of what the
American story is about if we asked a 12-year-old
immigrant about life in America. Although Diaz
credited the United States for its diversity, he said,
“All the immigrants that I grew up with including
myself were victimized by something called
America.”

While many of the topics addressed were some-
what controversial, Jessica Volpe, a freelance writer,
said that the panel discussion exposed her to anoth-
er side of the American story.

“I come from a white and uptight background. So
my American story is the Great Gasby, Hemingway,
and loving Fitzgerald and all his fantasy worlds,”
Volpe said. “Once Junot started speaking, | really
started to realize that there is [this] whole other per-
spective. | was exposed to something a little bit dif-
ferent tonight, which is a positive thing.”

The Editor’s

i3
Georgia Evdoxiadis
" Co-Editor-in-Chief

. Saddam Hussein’s evil doings, the evil doings of non-

judges is sick. The government of Nigeria has ordered

When it comes to defending the weak and promoting
freedom, George W. Bush seems to have real tunnel
vision. While he hasn’t been able to get his mind off of

Iraqis have managed to go entirely unnoticed.

There sits, as | write, a woman in Nigeria sentenced
to death. Under Sharia law, Amina Lawal has commit-
ted a capital offense—she had a baby with someone to
which she wasn’t married.

Now the man with whom she committed this “crime”
isn’t facing death by stoning (as she is), nor is he even
in jail. In fact, no one really cares where he is. It’s her
they are worried about.

On March 26, the court that sentenced her to death
“delayed” her appeal because they said one of the

the court to release her, but so far it appears the grim
sentence will be carried out anyway. So while we use
the full power of the most up-to-date weaponry on the
planet in order to forcibly remove one man from power
for his crimes, we won’t lift a finger to save one help-
less woman in Africa.

Also as I write, another dictator (one who has admit-
ted to owning weapons of mass destruction) holds the
starving people of his country in an iron fist. Kim Jong-
I has done everything but bomb us in his strange
attempt to garner international attention. He’s pretty
much jumping up and down waving his nuclear missiles
in hand. But never mind him, we’ve got Saddam
Hussein to kill.

At this moment yet another dictator, one who also
took power in a military coup (like Saddam), has
nuclear weapons that aren’t exactly what you’d call
“secure.”

Gen. Pervez Musharraf, who has only recently made
it onto our buddy list, presents an interesting quandary.
He’s technically on our side, but there are probably
more terrorists—including Osama bin Laden—hiding
out in Pakistan than anywhere else in the world. And
one of them getting their hands on an unsecured nuclear
weapon is much more likely than the “Saddam-giving-
his-only-bargaining-chip-to-some-terrorist-that-hates-
him” scenario the Bush administration has been selling.

Meanwhile, in northern Iraq, Turkish troops are mov-
ing in to subjugate the Kurds we care so much about.
Remember them, the ones Saddam gassed? The Kurds,
an ethnic minority in many countries—including Iraq
and Turkey—have been amassing a pretty organized
movement in the Middle East. Turkey is scared to death
that the war might cause the groups to break off and
form Kurdistan, perhaps creating vocal and difficult
problems from the Kurds in Turkey.

Those are just a few of the problems outside our
country, the ones inside it are even worse. Attorney
General John Ashcroft—or, as 1 like to call him, the
Grand Inquisitor—is trying to increase the scope of the
USA Patriot Act with Patriot, part two.

In the new and updated version, the government will
have the power to spy on anyone it would like and
won’t have to get a warrant to do it.

Anyone determined to belong to or affiliated with a
group the government decides is a terrorist organization
can then be deported to any country the United States
chooses, even if the citizen has no ties to that country.

If the country to which the government would like to
deport that person doesn’t want him, then the United
States can hold him indefinitely without a trial or an
attorney. Sounds a little repressive, doesn’t it? Maybe
we should be liberating ourselves.

The Air Force Academy is in a bit of hot water right
now for allegedly discouraging rape victims from
reporting the crimes and mocking the ones who do. At
least four people have already lost their jobs and more
firings are expected.

The Supreme Court is busy deciding whether or not
gay men and women should be allowed to legally have
sex, and there is at least one judge (Antonin Scalia)
who would like it to remain illegal in Texas (one of the
four states where the sodomy law specifically targets
homosexual sex). There are another nine states where
any kind of sodomy is illegal, so I guess you should
look up your summer vacation site on the internet
before you break any laws.

There sure is a lot getting ignored while Bush chases
his daddy’s demons on the other side of the world. I
know, we can’t do everything at once, but just consider
for a moment which is more dangerous: Saddam
Hussein or our Chicago public schools. At this point,
it’s pretty hard to tell.

The situation seems bleak, but look on the bright
side:dAt least we’ll have plenty to do after Persian Gulf
II ends.
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5 FILM AMD VIDED DERARTMENT PRESENTS

oke T FILM FESTIVAL

A JURIED FESTIVAL FEATURING THE BEST OF PRODUCTION | AND PRODUCTION Ii
STUDENT FILMS

WEDNESDAY APRIL 9, 2003

1104 SOUTH WABASH, ROOM 302

RECEPTION 5:30 PM

FOOD AND BEVERAGES WILL BE SERVED
FESTIVAL SCREENING 6:00 PM

AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED

FREE ADMISSION

The Annual Albert P,

COL( 2 1 A

Columbia College Chicago

‘%uht;lz;rship Fund

Applications are now available for this
unique scholarship program.

Scholarship winners receive:

e Grants
up to $3,000 to he lp complete pm]o cts In
all fields of the arts and communications

L]
* Opportunities
to work with leading professionals in
Chicago’s communications industry

* Spring Showcase
in the Hokin Gallery

Learn more and pick up an application by visiting:
Student Activities & Leadership
023 S, Wabash - Suite 313
312-344- 74509
Hokm Galleries
023 8. Wabash - 1st Floor

Class Curtain Gallery
1104 5. Wabash - 1st Floor

Application Deadline: April 7, 2003
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SPRING
REVIEW

IN APRIL, THE CAREER CENTER FOR ARTS & MEDIA WILL BE HOST-
ING VISITS FROM A WIDE ARRAY OF POTENTIAL EMPLOYERS IN THE
ARTS AND MEDIA INDUSTRIES. WE CALL THIS THE SPRING REVIEW.
TO FIND OUT IF YOU'RE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE CONTACT YOUR
CAREER ADVISOR. SPACE IS LIMITED AND ONLY YOUR CAREER ADVI-
SOR CAN REGISTER YOU.

THE CAREER CENTER FOR ARTS & MEDIA i @ .

623 S. WABASH, SUITE 300
 columbiawonks.

PH.312.344.7280 FX.312.344.8020
WWW.COLUM.EDU/CAREERS /THESPRINGREVIEW
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‘Hair Trigger’ wins top awards in NYC

(@] Fiction Writing
Department’s 24th issue
beats out 200 other colleges

By British Battle
Staff Writer

At his State of the College address on
March 20, Columbia’s President
Warrick L. Carter said that the Fiction
Writing Department “beat[s] every year
Harvard and Yale.” And while Carter
didn’t mention Hair Trigger by name, it
seems the Fiction Writing Department’s
annual magazine has done it again. .

On March 21, at the Columbia
Scholastic Press Association’s 2003
College Gold Circle Awards at
Columbia University in New York City,
Hair Trigger 24 scored exceptionally
high in the national competition.

Deborah Roberts, assistant to the
chair of the Fiction Writing Department,
attended the Silver Crown awards cere-
mony Saturday, March 22, which was

held in New York City at The Roosevelt
Hotel. Roberts said that out of 1,000
points, Hair Trigger 24 scored 984
points and brought home the crown.

“The three aspects of the thousand
points are content, organization and
design. In all three of these categories
we scored very high,” Roberts said.

Roberts said the magazine is well-
known throughout the national competi-
tions by instructors and students from
other colleges throughout the country.

“As soon as the Silver Crown heard
the name Hair Trigger, there was this
big round of applause,” Roberts said.

She proofreads some of the students’
work and counsels them in areas where
their work may need to be strengthened.

“I've enjoyed how talented and cre-
ative our students are and how open to
growth they are,” Roberts said.

For the past six years, Hair Trigger
has been judged for its quality of writ-
ing and has not failed to win a major
award, according to Randall Albers,
chairperson of the Fiction Writing
Department. Albers said that at least 200

colleges from across the country entered
the magazine competition. There were
four finalists and Hair Trigger was
named the best. Albers said he attributes
the success of the magazine to the qual-
ity of the student writing and to the
work of Hair Trigger editors. ;

Albers said, “We have great writers
here and we have the hardest working
faculty in show business. We have a
very intensive editing process with the
students working with a faculty adviser,
Chris Maul-Rice, that’s really designed
to sift out the best of the best.

“What gets into Hair Trigger is prob-
ably about one half of one percent of
what actually gets written in this pro-
gram in a typical year, so that process is
very through,” Albers explained. ;

Since its publication, prior to this
year, the magazine has won 19 major
awards.

Albers said that the department is cur-
rently in the process of editing the 25th
issue of Hair Trigger. They will be cele-
brating the magazine's 24th publication
with a party in May.

Alex Kedler/Chronicle
Deborah Roberts, of the Fiction Writing
Department, displays an edition of the
award-winning Hair Trigger 24.

Work-study programs receive $200K

O] Funds may open
75 spots for students

By Angela Caputo
Contributing Editor

Columbia students may have
more money in their pockets next
year after the federal government
awarded the college an addition-
al $200,000 to boost two finan-
cial aid programs.

The Federal Work-Study
Program budget jumped to
$887,506; up $100,000 from the
2002-03 academic year, accord-
ing to the Student Financial
Services Office.

The program may potentially
open up employment to an addi-
tional 75 students, said Maxine
Evans of  the Student
Employment Office. This year,
the budget afforded the school an
opportunity to employ 217 stu-
dents, so far.

Work study is initially granted
on a first come first serve basis.
“It is up to students to go out and
get the jobs,” said John Olino,
director of Columbia’s Student
Financial Services Office.

Selena Salfen, 22, a photogra-
phy major, has a work-study job
in the photo lab on the 10th floor
at 600 S. Michigan Ave.

“I was lucky to get this job,”
she said. “I came in here early,
before the semester started, and |
got it. A lot of other people [who
came later] were turned away.”

If students do not claim a
work-study award in a timely
fashion they will lose it and
another student has the opportu-
nity to take it, according to
Evans.

“Competition for work-study
jobs is increasing,” Evans said.
“In the past we were begging
people [to work]...Now that
there is a decent wage students
are more interested,” she said,

Last year, undergraduate stu-
dent wages were bumped up to
$7 per hour and graduate student
wages to $10, for on-campus
jobs

Mikele Bridgeforth, 30, a sen-
ior in the Theater Department
who works in the Freshman
Center through the work-study
program, said that he sees stu-

dents  becoming increasingly
competitive  over work-study
jobs. “I see more students who

are eligible taking the jobs,” he
said

Columbia’s Federal Supplemental
Fducation Opportunity Creant is also

up 100 percent this year. “We final-
ly broke $1 million,” Olino said
about the budget that has grown
since he started in the office 16 years

0.

Supplemental opportunity
grants include various grants and
scholarships that are available to
students based on income eligi-
bility.

Eligible students who file their
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid forms early have a
better chance of being awarded
the work-study and other non-
loan aid.

“If you procrastinate you may
get iced out,” Olino said. “N-O-
W is the time [to apply],” he
said.

Although the college has made
gains in grant, scholarship and
work-study awards from the
Federal government, students
are still left with mounting debt.

Students are increasingly tak-
ing out loans to finance their

Office. Currently, 60 percent of
aid comes from loans, and 40
percent from aid that does not
require repayment.

“The ratio has not been good.
It has failed to meet the needs of
students,” Olino said.

Salfen said she has financed
about half of her college educa-
tion through loans. Between her
time at Columbia, which she
transferred to this year, and a
balance from her last college in
St. Louis, Mo., Salfen said she
will owe more than $50,000.

Bridgeforth said he will also
graduate next fall buried deep in
loans—owing more than
$47,000. He said he is nervous
about graduating while in the red
financially. “I’'m  wondering
what’s going to happen, like am
I going to land a [decent paying]
job?” he said.

Olino said he worries that the
burden of increasing debt has the
potential to “create a whole new

Rating

education, according to the - generation of indentured ser-
Student  Financial  Services vants.”

Tuition

Continued from Front Page

college’s endowment losing nearly
$15 million in the past two years.

“[The endowment] can’t support
the college anymore and has cut
into our borrowing capacity,” he
said.

Carter said he shared students’
anxieties about Columbia becom-
ing too expensive.

“There is a great amount [of]
concern among myself and Board
of Trustces members,” he said.
“We try to hold down increases as
much as we can while meeting the
needs of the growing institu-
tion...it"s a delicate balance.”

Carter noted that tuition would
most likely continue to increase
over the next few years, however in
smaller percentages.

The newly announced increase is
slightly lower than this past year's
tuition jump, which saw a 9.5 per-
cent increase, or, an additional
$1,200.

The coming year's hike was
decided after college officials eval-
uated a list of 36 “strategic initia-
tives” that Columbia must accom-
plish within the next five years,
Carter said.

I'hese include continued campus
expansion

I'he college recently bid on an
undisclosed South Loop building
to further develop and move a por-
tion of the Art and Design
Department

—College wide maintenance
such as fixing the continuing eleva-
tor problems in the school's vari-
ous buildings.

—And attracting new and elite
“members of the community” to
serve as faculty.

Afler an approximate price tag
was assessed for each of the items
on the list, as well as leaving room
for unknown factors, such as the
weak economy and health care
expenditures, the finance commit-
tee brought the tuition increase pro-
posal to the Board of Trustees for
approval,

Carter said the college has made
recent initiatives to help defer some
of the financial burden on students.

New scholarships have been cre-
ated by the Alumni Association
chapters of both Chicago and Los
Angeles, in addition to the college
stepping up efforts to establish a
new scholarship to  support
Chicago Public School students
who wish to attend Columbia,
Carter acknowledged these future
scholarships would benefit only a
limited number of students, but
nonetheless, still help defray costs.

The school is also nc.(iwf; seck-
ing to raise funds for the yet-to-be
built student center, additional
scholarships, and continued aca-
demic progress, such as depart-
mental expansion and new fhculty
recruitment,

Continued from Front Page

instructor’s attitude toward the
students; if he or she were nice
and approachable, and if they
were willing to stay after class
for extra help. The easiness
category is not included in the
calculated overall rating since
it would be unclear as to
whether the actual course
material was easy, or if the
teacher was easy.

Instructors are given either a
yellow smiley face for a
“good” rating; a green smiley
face for an “average” rating; a
blue sad face for a “poor”
quality rating and, yes, a chili
pepper for the instructor’s sex
appeal. “I get lots of feedback
from professors, about a third
of it being negative,”
Swapceinski said.

Columbia has 13 instructors
that are currently posted on the
site, compared to schools like
Grand Valley State University
with 24,189 ratings—the high-
est number of all schools on
the site—or the Milwaukee
School of Engineering, with
1,448 ratings.

Journalism faculty member
and an online media specialist
Barbara Iverson, one of the
teachers listed on the website,
said, “I actually found out
about RateMyProfessor.com
about two years ago. There
was little participation from
my students, so | shamelessly
put my own name in there and
asked the students to put in
their rates for me. [ look at it as
something playful, not some-
thing to be taken seriously.”

But, other teachers have dif-
ferent opinions about the site.

“I get threatened with legal
action on a weekly basis.
Professors often want me to
remove their names; some of
them just don't quite get the

meaning of the  First
Amendment,”  Swapceinski
said.

RateMyProfessors.com
isn't the only website that
offers students this type of
service. Ratingsonline.com,
Professorperformance.com
and Studentreviews.com also
offer rating systems for stu-
dents to be able to evaluate
their teachers,

Hope Daniels, a Radio
Department instructor and one
of the teachers who received a
positive rating on the site, said
that the online ratings are a
pood idea, only if the ratings
and what they symbolize are

explained well.

“I think it’s spiffy for the
kids to be able to do something
like this. | hope that the good
quality rating that | received
means that | respect my stu-
dents, and that | want them to
learn all that they can possibly
learn about the topic that
they’re coming to me for—
that the class is worthwhile
and a benefit to their careers
and their lives,” she said. “I
always believe the information
I'm sharing is not just for
today, but for a lifetime.”

Mandy Farkas, a freshman
majoring in Radio, said that
she would check out a site like
RateMyProfessors.com to see
what other students have post-
ed. “I've never heard of [the
website], but yeah, I think it’d
actually be good. I know of
some teachers that aren’t so
good, so it’d be something for
them to see how they're
doing,” she said.

Freshman film production
major Christopher Guest, 18,
thinks that the website is a
good idea, but is indifferent
when it comes to choosing a
teacher. “Basically, I'll take
whatever class | need to get
out [of school] as quick as pos-
sible,” he said.

Columbia’s current evalua-
tion system is done by
Scantron, distributed to stu-
dents toward the end of the
semester to evaluate the
teacher and the course.

According to Daniels, the
Scantrons go back to the
departments, where each
department’s chair reviews the
information. Then the facul-
ty—both full and part time—
meet and discuss the student
feedback.

Full-time faculty also sit-in
on the part-time faculty classes
and new full-time faculty
classes to ensure that they're
maintaining an academic dis-
cipline in their classes; looking
at how the instructors interact
with their students, the way
they present information, and
the quality of information
given,

“We take students' stufl’ to
heart, We really do," Daniels
said. “Students need to know
that they can do this anony-
mously,

“It costs too much money to
have a faculty person who's
not giving you what you
need.
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A Message from the President

Dear Columbia Students:

At Columbia College Chicago, we work very had to keep our tuition affordable. Our
buildings are serviceable, but not palatial. We don't support high-cost athletic programs or
expensive sports stadiums. We spend our money to serve students by providing excellent prepa-
ration in careers in visual, performing and media arts. We attract highly qualified faculty with
real-world experience and provide state-of-the-art equipment and resources for our students.

We rely almost completely upon tuition income to provide these faculty and technology
resources. In order to preserve our commitment to these initiatives and priorities, the college's
Board of Trustees, at its most recent meeting, approved a full-time annual tuition rate of
$14,880 for the 2003-2004 academic year.

There are a number of reasons why tuition at Columbia - and tuition at all colleges and
universities - is rising. There is less money available from college endowments to support edu-
cational programs because of the stock market's lackluster performance for the past three years.
State and federal funding for higher education is being reduced because of huge government
deficits.

Meanwhile, the cost of educating students and providing needed programs and services
continues to rise. The cost of replacing or adding instructional equipment has risen. The cost of
ensuring the safety and security of people and buildings on our campus has increased. We are
adding new Web-based technology for registration, advising, billing and admissions to improve
student services. All these improvements are expensive.

To try to offset tuition increases, we continue to pursue ways to enhance scholarship opportunities for students. Our alumni in
Chicago and Los Angeles have responded enthusiastically and are establishing new student scholarship programs. Although our tuition
increase is higher than any of us would like, our increase for next year reflects our ongoing efforts to restrain tuition increases by finding
ways to cut expenses without sacrificing our commitment to quality.

The bottom line is this: We are increasing tuition. We don't want to. We are seeking additional sources of scholarship funds to support
our students. We are also trimming fat from an already lean budget.

But make no mistake: You can be assured that we will maintain the quality of Columbia's programs so that this college continues to
be a place you're proud to attend, a place where you'll receive first-class preparation for jobs in the real world.

Sincerely,

,&W”

Warrick L. Carter

Graduate To
The Next Level.

Affordable highrise luxury! Steps from Columbia!
* Homey, spacious apartments with luxury features ® Floor-to-ceiling windows  Steps from the Loop, Grant Park, the Lake, Soldier Field,
Buckingham Fountain, museums, restaurants and the Auditorium Theatre e Indoor pool, two sundecks, fitness room e Party room © 24-hour doorstaff
o L aundry facilities ® Indoor parking ® Incredible views 2 East Eighth St. ® Open Mon.-Fri., 10-6; Sat., 11-5; Sun. 12-5. Phone (312) 939-7000.

Convertibles from $845/mo. One bedrooms from $1040/mo.
Two bedrooms from $1340/mo. 1 month free rent for May move-ins.

Prices and availability subject to change. =
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what is maufest

MayFest is a month-long celebration of student work, a festival
of student talent, and an opportunity for graduating seniors
and graduate thesis students to exhibit and perform their work.
Visual, performing and media arts exhibitions and events will
take place all over campus during the month of May. MayFest
culminates in a day-long festival, Manifest 03.

Manifest is an urban arts festival happening at Columbia
College on May 22. Enjoy live music from student, local,
and international bands on three sound stages, a campus
wide gallery artwalk and site-specific performance works
including dance concerts, spoken word, theater pieces
and musical recitals.

Mark your calendars and join the celebration.

www.mayfestmanlifest.colum.edu
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HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER INSTITUTE
JULY 7 - AUGUST 8 2003

A UNIQUE COLLEGE EXPERIENCE FOR HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS, AND SENIORS

+ Over 50 classes in the visual, performing, and communication arts  + Earn college credit
+ Learn from working professionals + Limited scholarships and housing available
+ Sample college life + Call (312) 344-7130 for information

COlumbiaCOLLEGE CHICAGDO

THE NATION'S PREMIER VISUAL, PERFORMING, MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION ARTS COLLEGE
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Applications can be picked up in the Student Leadership Office (1104
S. Wabash) or the student organizational “hub” (Lower Level),
Student Activities and Leadership Office (623 S. Wabash, 3rd Floor), \
or from your departmental senator. All applications must be turned in

no later than April 15 @ 5:00 pm.

SCA!
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T 490 i .
The 12" iBook, 0
inexpensive note

Starting at $949.00

—For your desk.

eMac
Starting at §929.00

Edit View Go Window Help

The world's first 177 notebook computer miraculously engineered into a stunning 1" thin package.

The new 17" PowerBook « Starting at $3,149.00

The new 12" PowerBook — the world's
smaliest, lightest full-faatured notebook

Starting at $1,699.00

ur maost
ook ever,

The 14" iBook, the impact-rasistant
notebook that makes an impact.

Starting at $1,445.00

with the DVD-burning SuperDrive.

Starting at $2,198.00

On-the-go necessities.

iPod, the award-winning MP3 player from Apple, holds
up to 4,000 and features a 10 hour battary life,

pes

Starting at $269.00

AirPort Extreme is the next level in wireless networking.
Featuring IEEE 802.11g tachnology, AirPort Extrame is
faster and more inexpensive than ever before,

AirPort Extreme Base Station » Starting at $187.00
AirPort Extreme Card - $93.00

R
iMac Power Mac Cinema Display Cinema HD Display  Studio Display
Starting at $1,249.00 Starting at $1,449.00 20 inches + $1,249 23 inches+ $1,899 17 inches « $649

The Apple Store @ Columbia College
623 S.Wabash, Suite 205 Phone:312.344.8MAC
http://www.colum.edu/applestore/

Get your student discount at:
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Graduates to face
greater uncertainty
in a bleak job market

Q Graduating
students facing
similar dilemma as
those who entered
the job market
during the early
1990s recession

By Diane Carroll

Knight Ridder Newspapers

KANSAS  CITY—Spring
break traditionally is a time for
college students to escape their
burdens and loll -on sunny
beaches.

Amanda Denning has friends
at the University of Kansas
who will carry out that custom
in Acapulco, Mexico, and she
could go with them. But with
the job market for college grad-
uates shaping up as the worst in
a decade, Denning instead
decided to visit companies in
Austin, Texas.

She is setting up “informa-
tional interviews” in the public
relations field, hoping they will
lead to job interviews.

“I have friends who graduat-
ed with the very same major as
mine last year, and they still are
looking,” said Denning, 22,
who will graduate in May. “It’s
very scary. Very, very scary.”

The booming job market of
the late 1990s started to give
way early in 2001 and soured
significantly last year. This
year it is even tighter. The
bumpy economy and war with
Iraq have dissolved earlier
hopes that things might turn
around this spring, said Philip
Gardner, director of the
Collegiate Employment
Research Institute at Michigan
State University.

“Everything is on hold,”
Gardner said. “l have employ-
ers who say they have inten-
tions to hire. They just don’t
know when.”

At universities in Kansas and
Missouri, career placement
directors see the same uncer-
tainty. Some companies are hir-
ing, they said, but not in the
numbers of the past.

Graduates are in relatively
the same fix as their counter-
parts were 10 years ago with
the recession of the early
1990s, according to Gardner
and others. The difference, they
said, is that 10 years ago every-
one knew that the economy
would tumn around after com-
panies restructured.

This time, it is harder to pre-
dict when things will shake out,
said Douglas Buchanan, direc-
tor of Student Affairs at the
University of Missouri-Kansas
City.

“Now it's like everybody is
waiting  on something,”
Buchanan said. “Everything
depends on everything else.”

That inability to predict a
turnaround also weighs on
Gardner. Because of it, he said,
“in all my [20] years of doing
this, | haven’t been quite as
pessimistic.”

In Aufgu'ﬁt a survey by the
Nationa /\woualmn of
Colleges  and  Employers

showed that employers expect-
ed to hire 3.6 percent fewer
graduates this spring. When the
survey  was  updated  in

December, one-third of the
respondents said they planned
additional cutbacks.

“A lot of kids are trying real-
ly hard and still coming up
short,” said Camille
Luckenbaugh, the association’s
employment information man-
ager.

“Last year people were hop-
ing the first quarter of this year
would be a tuming point, but
that is not happening. ...We
keep hoping we’ll see a spark
somewhere, but we just haven’t
seen it yet.”
Last month, the association
released a report that showed
salary offers to many new col-
lege graduates were lower than
they were a year ago.

The average offer to comput-
er science graduates sank 13.1
percent, from $51,429 in
January 2002 to $44,678 this
January. Starting salaries
slipped in many engineering
disciplines and increased about
1 percent for liberal arts gradu-
ates.

At the University of
Missouri-Columbia, the 400
engineering students who will
graduate this spring are feeling
the pinch, said Matthew
Reiske, assistant director for
the school’s careers office.

“l think we got spoiled a
couple years ago because the
economy was so good that stu-
dents could push things off
until last minute and still
receive very good employ-
ment,” Reiske said. “Now the
companies that are hiring are
not filling as many positions,
so the market is pretty compet-
itive.”

Although the overall hiring
picture looks glum, graduates
in education, health care and
the food industry are among
those who should fare better
than most, area universities
reported. Graduates in comput-
er science, technology and con-
sulting have bleaker prospects.

“The most optimistic place
for college graduates right now
is employment with the federal
government,”  said  Gail
Rooney, director of Career and
Employment Services at the
University of Kansas. The gov-
ernment is not growing, she
said, but 50 percent of the fed-
eral government’s employees
are eligible to retire between
2005 and 2010, and some are
retiring now.

University of Missouri-
Columbia senior Jonathan
Lloyd of Kansas City thinks his
chances are improved because
of potential retirements in his
field of parks, recreation and
tourism. The 23-year-old, who
has one class to take this sum-
mer before graduating, said he
initially might have to do
something he doesn't like. But
in the long run, Lloyd is opti-
mistic that he will get a good
job.

University of Kansas senior
Bridget Morrisey of Ottawa,
Kan., said she had friends
majoring in art who wanted to

work at museums, but who
were so unsettled by the
employment  prospects  that

they weren't even looking.
 Morrisey, 21, will graduate
in May with a degree in psy-

See Graduates, page 13

Only embedded journalist for
college newspaper hits Kuwait

o} Student reporter reaches into
his wallet to fund trip to cover the
war with Iraq

By Jeff Rowe
The Orange County Register

(KRT) . SANTA ANA, Calif.—While his class-
mates at California State University, Fullerton, are
scoping out sunny locations for spring break,
Ronald Paul Larson arrived Monday in a very
warm place.

Kuwait.

It’s nice this time of year in the desert kingdom—
well, except for the severe sandstorms, such as the
one that recently blew down 17 U.S. Army tents.

Grilling, 120-degree heat is just a few weeks
away. Nary a river nor a lake interrupts the coun-
try’s flat carpet of sand.

So why did Larson spend $1,403 for a round- trlp
airline ticket to Kuwait City?

He wants to cover a war.

Kuwait is the staging area for much of the U.S.
military buildup in the Persian Gulf. Tens of thou-
sands of U.S. soldiers set up camp there, poised to
attack Iraq,

Larson’s decision to practice journalism halfway
around the globe came as he neared the end of
course work for a master’s degree in history.

The studied pace of a college professor, his goal
when he enrolled at Cal State Fullerton, has been
replaced by a new aspiration—correspondent. At
39, he’s older than most of the other staff at the
Daily Titan, but he’s perhaps the most driven.

Besides the airfare, he reached into his own wal-
let for a satellite telephone rental (3185 a month,
$1.80 per minute), antenna, transmission data kit,
adapter and batteries ($308) flak vest ($130) and a
used- Kevlar helmet ($85). The helmet’s former
owner apparently was “Prewitt;” the name that’s
printed on the inside.

His pay will be a hearty thanks from the Daily
Titan and perhaps two credits for “independent
study.” After he has sent his dispatches to the Daily
Titan, the paper will make them available to college
newspapers around the nation.

He also will be writing for the Kenosha (Wis.)

News, his hometown newspaper; RedEye; and The
Orange County Register. Each of those papers will
pay him a piece rate for his work. At best, Larson
probably will earn enough to pay for his trip and
equipment.

Unless the final diplomatic _forays succeed,
Larson is unlikely to be in Kuwait very long. He is
traveling with an Army unit pressing into [raq soon
after U.S. bombers hit targets in and around
Baghdad.

Larson worries less about his safety than possible
technological problems with his laptop computer,
satellite telephone, video camera and 35mm still
camera. Should the improbable happen, though, and
all that equipment fails, Larson may be able to enter-
tain the troops. In high school, he tap danced a num-
ber in his school’s production of “No, No, Nanette.”

When he was told earlier this month that the
Department of Defense had accepted his applica-
tion to cover the Middle East buildup, Larson said
he was excited, but also nervous that he might be
getting in over his head.

“I still feel that way,” he said before leaving.

His parents and older sister, all back in Kenosha,
where he grew up, are “worried, nervous and excit-
ed” about his trip, he said.

His editor and the Titan faculty adviser are confi-
dent.

“It’s a great opportunity for Ron and the Daily
Titan,” said professor Tom Clanin, the paper’s fac-
ulty adviser. “He’s going to focus on profiles and
personalities—he will put a human face on the war.”

And he has seen combat.

After completing his Army service mostly guard-
ing weapons in Germany, Larson 'journeyed to
Afghanistan and spent a month taking pictures of
Mujahedeen soldiers fighting the Soviet army. -

Larson wonders whether he will be deep in Iraq a
month from now. He will be eating, sleeping and
traveling with the unit he is attached to, a radical
departure from the access allowed journalists in pre-
vious conflicts.

His role model is Ernie Pyle, the famed World
War Il correspondent who focused on the ordinary
soldier’s life. He says he “questions the wisdom” of
the U.S. attack on Iraq, “but as far as'my job, I'm
apolitical.

“My job will be to explain what life is like for these
soldiers,” he said. “I just hope my equipment will
not break, and I will do a good job.”

lllinois State U.-area group tries
to disprove false war information

o Organization formed to combat
Bush administration and current war
with Iraq

By Annie Spiro
The Daily Vidette (lllinois State U.)

(U-WIRE) NORMAL, Ill.—The Bloomington-
Normal Citizens for Peace and Justice organization
was started after the 9/11 attacks in order to try to
maintain a democratic approach to world events.

“We formed after 9/11 and are dealing with the
aftermath which includes the war in Iraq.

“There is no critical evidence that connects the
two,” leader of the organization David Feurzeig
said.

The Citizens for Peace and Justice is a nonparti-
san organization, Feurzeig added.

The organization was also established to fight
injustice in the Bush administration and the death
penalty, but most of its current energies are aimed
toward the war, Feurzeig said.

“The people’s right to speak out against their
government is the definition of democracy,” he
said. “It is absolutely un-American not to have
debate at all times.”

One of the ways that the organization seeks to

help is by educating Americans on the facts of the
war, media spokesman Bob Broad said.

“The Bush-Cheney administration has the highest
number, of either party, of broken promises made to
the American people and to the world,” Broad said.

“Forty percent of Americans believe that the Al
Qaeda members who hijacked the planes on 9/11
were Iragi. This is absolutely not true, in fact none
of them were,” Feurzeig said.

“There is no connection between Afghanistan and
Iraq [in relation to America),” he added.

Since its inception, the organization has been very
active in organizing rallies and marches.

They have also met members of the [llinois state
legislature, Feurzeig said.

“1 think we have had tremendous success,” Broad
said.

“We have a high level of involvement in the com-
munity, and we will absolutely continue to fight
after this war ends.”

The Citizens for Peace and Justice hold meetings
on the first Sunday of every month at 4 p.m. at the
United Methodist Church, Feurzeig said.

“This country was founded when a bunch ofﬁco-
ple got tired of people across the ocean telling t
what to do,” Feurzeig said.

“We have to ask ourselves is this the kind of coun-
try we want to be,” he added. “Are we going to fight
wars of choice or are we going to fight wars based on
fallacious evidence?"

Visit us online

www.columbiachronicle.com
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Glitches riddle database
to track foreign students

QO SEVIS causes headaches for
students and administration

By Robert Becker
Chicago Tribune

(KRT) CHICAGO—The computer system
intended to track international students as part of
the nation’s stepped-up security, routinely loses
sensitive information about foreign students and
faculty, according to university officials through-
out the count

Gaffes in the $36 million Student and Exchange
Visitor Information System—or SEVIS—have
also left schools unable to print documents that
international students and visiting scholars need
to obtain visas, delaying their entry into the coun-

ry.

Remarkably, universities trying to print docu-
ments for their visiting scholars through the
SEVIS program operated by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security have had those papers
appear on printers at other campuses thousands of
miles away.

And in an incident creating concern in academ- -

ic circles around the country, a student from
Thailand attending Southeastern University in
Washington was arrested March 12 by federal
agents after the SEVIS database incorrectly listed
her as having dropped out, university officials
said.

“We are very concerned about this kind of pre-
cipitous action, especially during the time that thc
database is getting the kinks worked out of it,’
said Charlene Drew Jarvis, Southeastern’s presi-
dent.

Federal officials could not be reached for com-
jment about the incident.

"~ Flaws in the federal government’s ability to
track the approximately 500,000 foreign students
who come to the United States each year to attend
school surfaced after two terrorists involved in the
9/11 attacks received approval for student visas
six months later.

As part of a congressionally mandated system
to track international students, SEVIS was rolled
out in January, with schools required to use the
system exclusively by Feb. 15.

SEVIS, deyeloped for the government by
Electronic Data Systems,Corp., for the first time
will link schools that admit ore1gn students with
federal agencies. It will provide an instantaneous
exchange of information.

Graduates

SEVIS is designed to replace a tracking system

" riddled with errors and fraud. The U.S. Bureau of

Citizenship and Immigration Services, formerly
known as the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service, had conceded that it had
all but stopped monitoring more than 70,000
schools and institutions empowered to admit for-
eign students.

Chris Bentley, a spokesman for the Bureau of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, which
oversees SEVIS, acknowledged that the computer
network “is not a perfect system.”

Bentley said the agency decided to roll out
SEVIS during the relatively quiet spring semester
so glitches could be identified. He said officials
remained “fully confident” SEVIS would be
ready for fall semester, when the bulk of new
international students need records processed.

University officials said that in the month since
it has been compulsory to use SEVIS to track
international students, staff members have spent
untold hours trying to resolve data-entry prob-
lems.

“I think the system is just overwhelmed,” said
Ravi Shankar, director of the International Office
at Northwestern University. “We just hope they do
something about it.”

The officials also fear it’s only going to get
worse in coming months, when hundreds of thou-
sand of students seek entry to study in the United
States and a similar number of graduates seek to
stay for postgraduate studies or training.

University officials say much of their frustra-
tion stems from the lack of flexibility in the
SEVIS system.

In the case of the Southeastern University stu-
dent, university officials said the matter could
have been avoided if SEVIS had allowed the uni-
versity to fix the student’s record.

Southeastern’s Jarvis said the school noticed in
December that the student’s record erroneously
showed she had dropped out. But Jarvis, who
declined to identify the student, said the school’s
attempts to correct that record were blocked.

Jarvis said that at 8§ a.m. on March 12, federal
agents appeared at the young woman'’s house and
during their interview learned that she was work-
ing part time at a restaurant.

Although education officials say that employ-
ment outside a university without permission is a
potential violation of a student’s visa, they say it’s
unlikely it would lead to an arrest.

Jarvis said the student was led away in hand-
cuffs. She has since been released.

“You can’t fight terrorism by terrorizing the
students,” Jarvis said.

Continued from Page 12

chology. She said she hopes to land a job in sales
and has had several interviews. If nothing pans
out, she said she plans to go to graduate school.
: She is not the only one thinking along those
ines.

Applications for University of Missouri’s law
school in Columbia are up, Assistant Dean Donna
Pavlick said.

Pavlick said that the school usually receives
700 applications for the 150 spots in its freshman
class. Last year, with the big drop in the job mar-
ket, applications soared to 903. This year, Pavlick
said, she expects them to hit 1,000.

At Kansas State University, placement officers
are talking about how to help those they call the
“NIKE" graduates—"no-income kids with educa-
tion,” said Kerri Day Keller, interim director of
Kansas State’s Career and Employment Services.

Keller said she expects some graduates who fail
to find jobs will return home this summer and live
with their parents. With a “NIKE in the home,”
she said, those parents may start pushing their
children in their job searches. Kansas State plans
to offer online help, she said.

No one has had to push Denning, the University
of Kansas student who is skipping the trip to
Acapulco. She has had internships with Sprint
Corp. and the University of Kansas and is doing
another now with a communications company
near the Country Club Plaza.

Denning, from Basehor in Leavenworth
County, said she would be delighted to get a job
offer in Kansas City, but she also thinks Austin

“A lot of kids are try-
ing really hard and still
coming up short,”

—Employment
information manager
Camille Luckenbaugh

would be a good place to live.

Denning has turned to members of the universi-
ty of Kansas Alumni Association and others to
help her find company employees in Austin will-
ing to meet for those “informational” interviews.
She said she will share something about herself
and ask for information about the public relations
field.

She said she hopes the companies will also
remember her when a job opens up.

Denning gets a little envious when she thinks
about her friends lolling on the beaches of
Acapulco.

“But they may be jealous of me when they
come back and | have a job and they don’t,” she
said. ““At least that’s what | am hoping.”

College gives grades
for drinking in class

QO Class began in
early 1960s to
develop students’
appreciation of wine

By Michael Margolis
Cornell Daily Sun (Cornell U.)

(U-WIRE) ITHACA, N.Y.—
Every Wednesday this semes-
ter from 2:30 to 4:25 p.m.,
more than 800 Cornell
University students are getting
credit for imbibing alcohol.
No, this isn’t an early April
Fool’s printing of The Sun nor
a cheap trick by the School of
Hotel ~ Administration to
increase enrollment.

The students are enrolled in
the hotel school’s two-credit
Wine Appreciation class, and
they are not getting drunk on
the six one-ounce wine sam-
ples given to them.

The near-capacity class is
taught every semester by pro-
fessors Abby Nash and Stephen
Mutkoski, the Banfi Vintners
Professor of Wine Education
and Management. Mutkoski is
on sabbatical this semester.

The class began in the early
1960s and has stayed close to
its original goal of developing
students’ appreciation of wines.

It is not a requirement for
hotel students, except for the
20 or so who go on to take
more advanced beverage man-
agement courses.

All students in the hotel
school are encouraged to take
the course, however, and most
do. The class is open to all stu-
dents at Cornell, regardless of
college affiliation.

The class has become a rite
of passage for seniors of all

colleges and has received
attention in the national media
including NBC’s “20/20,”

USA Today and the industry
magazine Wine Spectator.

Nash, who has taught the
class for over 12 years, credits
some of that attention to the
unique American interest in
alcohol.

“Alcoholic beverages are
such a charged topic in the
U.S.,” Nash said.

With that in mind, Nash said
that he hoped the class could
provide “an alternative to the
typical consumption of alco-
hol in the college setting.”

“A lot of young people will
become moderate regular wine
drinkers, mostly with food.
You might as well get there
sooner rather then later,” said
Nash of some of the course’s
appeal.

Most students agree with
Nash's assessment and also
credit wine's growing appeal
in American culture.

“Wine is so popular, and it

seems like the ‘in thing," said
Christie Yeoh.
Raquel Look said, “it’s a

good conversation starter.”

He said that he often runs
into alumni of his class who
thank him for interesting them
in wine. Of this Nash said,
“We deliver something of
value. We give [our students]
something they can take with
them.”

Nash explained that another
goal of the class is to try to
remove some of the snobbish
connotations associated with

“Wine is so
popular, and it
seems like the
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‘in thing,””
—Christie Yeoh'

wine in the United States.

To assist with this endeavor,
most wines sampled are within
a reasonable price range.

“The wines are overwhelm-
ingly under $20,” Nash said.

Benchmark wines make up
the back bone of the course.
These wines are red Bordeaux,
red and white burgundy,
Champagne, port and sherry.

The class covers basic facts
about various wine regions,
what kind of grapes, climate,
and terrain produce the best
wines, wine history and the
specifics of making a particu-
lar wine. Almost no region is
left out. Regions covered in
class include California,
Oregon, Washington, the
Finger Lakes, Chile,
Argentina, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, France,
Italy, Spain, Portugal,
Germany and Austria.

“We don’t leave much out.
We squeeze everything in,”
Nash said.

A typical class will begin
with an hour-long lecture con-
cerning the specifics of the
region and its wines. After this
introductory lecture, six one-
ounce samples will be served
to students by a small group of
about 20 white-coated gradu-
ate and undergraduates teach-
ing .assistants. And no, they
don’t check [Ds. The New
York state 21-year-old age
restriction is waived for the
class.

As students sample the
wines, they rate the wines
according to their personal
tastes on “tasting sheets”
handed out at the beginning of
class. They are asked to com-
ment on its aroma, body and
the “evolution” of its taste.
Students are introduced to
these terms and many more in
the first class, so that they will
have the proper vocabulary to
address the wines.

In a typical spring class six
different wines are sampled.
For each distinct wine, four
cases, or 48 bottles, are con-
sumed.

Sellers and sometimes
importers, who have an excess
supply, donate most of the
wines. More often than not, an
alumni is involved, but even
when they are not involved
donators “never expect a
return.”

Grades for the class are
based upon three 100 question
multiple-choice prelims; two
are given in class and the third
during exam week. A popular
myth has arisen that the class
is the most failed at Cornell.

However, Nash and most
students who take the class
find this to be untrue.

Overall, as Udi Falkson
said, the class provides knowl-
edge about something “that
might come in handy someday
in a fun setting.”
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The Paula Pfeffer & Cheryl Johnson-Odim
POLITICAL CARTOON CONTE/T /INGLE PANEL WINNER/

YOU CAN’T
SPELL WAR

WITHOUT
DUBYA.

It appears that the economic growth has continued to spread. -
I'm sorry.

s 3rd Place
2nd Place
Nathan Poetzscher Adam Rust

Honorable Mention
Adam Rust

1st Place
Ryan Duggan

ON SUPPLEMENT

The Columbia Chronicle is planning its annual literary supplement to be published Monday, April

We are looking for

Poetry No more than three poems - Free verse or structured, fewer than 40 lines each
s h Ort F l Ct|0 n No longer than 750 words
Essays No longer than 750 words

bring your s 5810N% 10 the Columtna Chronicle office (623 5 Wabash & 206). Submigsions should be on disk (Word hiles

wccompanied by a manuscript copy and
nent inform

vanilable for you 1o pick after May 1. | @ call Chis Richert 312-344.7432 or amail chronicle@eolum edu
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Wednesday
~ April 16,2003
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Hokin Annex

»Meet Representatives from various non-profit organizations.

»Get information on the federal work-study community service program.
»Volunteer for community activities.

»Refreshments will be served.

Sponsored by Student Employment, A division of Student Affairs

To withdraw from a class go to the Records Offf
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C+Spaces presents

A six-week-long festival
of works and panel discussions in all media,

March 17- May 2, 2003

2 Exhibitions, Panel Discussions, Film Screenings and
Performances BY WOMEN ABOUT WOMEN

#Celebrating

STRONG WOMEN
RIVETING ART

2003 »

MONDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

o
it

SCREENING
f Daughters of the Dust
| Student/artist based works TBA. Hokn Gajlery

| €21 2 2 [ R 25 2
[ ' 13pm ; ‘ Wt tmerr's S P sy 5
| 13pm - SCREENING | | i
| SCREENING The Pil A PBS Documentary | a "The Clear Valley Incident Recspton L Py
| Monday Documentary Senes - | HoK” Galiery ‘ | 4 1615-2003" ooy 1 i«&*
| St | S e | 4 prsteey | RESTeomme €5
| oy s e m‘m m7_7MMMdu | @
L 828 w629 30 5 - b ity e 2 |
exhibitions

Wtf(/’ Ameiiea's Forsl Padies . MULIEBRAL

An installation that celebrates each First Lady . Student Women Artists of Columbia College Chicago

in American history. | explore female identity.

Interdisciplinary Book and Paper alum: . Curated by Undergraduate Photography Major

Barbara Wynn Bansley :‘ Kathryn Lovesky

March 26 - May 2 | March 20 - April 12

March 28 5-8pm Opening Reception ‘ March 20 5-7pm Opening Reception

Glass Curtain Gallery , " Hokin Gallery

W ihery b e 623 5, Wobash 15! Floo, Chicago R Sponsorod by C-Spaces ond Student Acthitios, divisions of Student Aftairs, hinded

et Cortn Gy & Conwmy Conter 1104 5, Wabmsh, 19t ooy Chicagp~ © © "% by Sudent actvy fees, Pide,  sude organization, Department of il and

o 140 #\5ces, Srong Women Hotlion 312/344 7606 Video - Tho Rabigr Documentary Cntes Th Fcion Wring Dapermen, ol

Department, Intardisciplinary s Dapartment and the Columbia Chroncle.
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WRITING AND

GETTING IT RiGHT!
PAREJA MEDIA MATCH Saturday, April 26, 2003

9:00 am - 6:30 pm
&L Workshop!

Experience an intensive one-day learning
spree on Television reporting!

e *Hot tips on writing/script critique.

At Auendants may send scripts in advance. Write for the ear and
too to video. Get your message across loud and clear. Leamn to forge
youyour own writing style. By Abel Dimant, Former CNNE
ExeExecutive Copy Editor, Stylebook author and media critic.

*Writing for Television. Avoid typical writing
mistakes and enhance your chances of making it in
mainstream media. What makes or breaks the story.
By John Garcia, ABC7's general assignment reporter.

*Tape critiques/ Attendants are encouraged to bring
VHS tapes. By Abel Dimant, Robert Pons and Daisy
Pareja, media coach

*Media Job Market. Latino Journalist representative

Daisy Pareja talks daily to news directors, other

decision makers and journalists nationwide, both from

mainstream and Spanish language media. She will give

you an insight on the current market, what they are

looking for, how to better your chances of landing a job
. in this demanding industry.

*Grab a news director's attention. Hear the Do's and
don’ts for your resume, cover letter and demo tape.

What a news director looks for when hiring. What makes
him tick and what turns him off! By: Roberto Pons,
NBC/Telemundo WSNS news director

Region 6, Chicago Association of Hispanic Journalists, UIC Latino Cultural Center, www.parcjamediamateh com

CONTALT
Belisa Morillo @ 404-303-0111 or Bmorillo@parejamediamatch.com
Admission: $99 in advance/$125 at the door.
Discounts are available until APRIL 11,
Space is Limited!

tnfo, insight.ontions.

Make an appointment with your Faculty Advisor
today!
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Student award revoked for speaking out

Alliance, organized many demonstra-
tions and was a very vocal student for

Students of all ages around the coun-
try have been voicing their opinions
about the issues surrounding the war
with Iraq. We can walk out, protest and
chant because it is our right. But now a
university has decided that they have the
power to censor it.

Elizabeth Monnin, a senior at Tufts
University in Boston, had her Senior
Award for academic achievement and
leadership revoked after participating in
a protest during President Bush’s speech
at the campus on Feb. 26. The protest
drew a crowd of more than 4,800 stu-
dents, faculty and administrators.

Monnin’s rights may not have been
taken away, but she was punished for
exercising them.

It was the first time the award has
been withdrawn in the 48 years that the
honor has been given out.

Lawrence Bacow, president of Tufts,
was not involved in the decision con-
cerning Monnin. The action was taken by
the Tufts University Alumni Association.

The association gives out 12 Senior
Awards every year to students “who have
excelled academically and who have
demonstrated outstanding leadership in
campus and/or community activities,”
according to the alumni association’s
webpage.

Monnin, who is a double major in
women's studies and peace and justice,
had fulfilled those requirements during
her years at Tufts. Monnin was chosen
for the award in part because of her rep-
utation around campus as a political
activist. She was part of the Feminist

Higher education needs diversity

America is a diverse nation, and insti-
tutes of higher education need to reflect
this mix of cultures.  Within the
Columbia campus alone, minority stu-
dents make up 31 percent of the student
body, according to the fall 2002 fact book
prepared by the Office of Planning and
Institutional Research.

Yet since racism still exists, so do the
people who try to keep segregation alive.

Stanley Rothman, a professor at
Smith College, recently authored a study
aimed to prove that diversity causes racial
tension on campuses; therefore sacrific-
ing the quality of education.

The survey was administered to 4,000
students, administrators and faculty at
100 different colleges and found that with
an increase of African-American stu-
dents, the educational experiences and
work ethic fell.

However, there are many problems
with the so-called study.

The fact that the funding for the proj-
ect came from The Earhant Foundation
and the Randolph Foundation is the first
biased factor. The Randolph Foundation
has financially funded organizations that
are aganst affirmative action and are
working 1o eliminate it, according to their
tax records

Also, the study has not yet made its
way into the public eye. It was only pub-
lished in The International Journal of
Public  Opinion  Research, a peer-
reviewed journal, and The Public Interest,

various causes.

What did the association expect from
a student majoring in peace and justice?
But apparently opposing the president

was too much.

When Bush began talking about the
1991 Gulf War, Monnin allegedly made
an obscene hand gesture toward him.
However, she denies the accusation and
there is no proof that it occurred.

It should be noted that Tuft’s endow-
ment—which currently stands at $677
million, and goes toward such things as
new labs, facilities and faculty—relies
on alumni. During the last capital cam-
paign, alumni contributed about $200
million. So, it would be safe to say that it
is important to keep these people happy.

After Alan M. MacDougall, president
of the alumni association, received sev-
eral complaints from alumni regarding
Monnin’s actions, he asked the commit-
Monnin’s award.
MacDougall said that his reason for
doing so was because Monnin’s involve-
ment wasn't the behavior appropriate for
a leader. He said that quality leaders are
supposed to listen to other opinions and

tee to

reconsider

hear what people have to say.

Well,

More importantly, the results don't
take into account why people were
against diversity on campuses. The peo-
ple who were surveyed weren’t asked to
explain themselves.

According to the study, as the black
student population rose, the regard for
quality education fell as well as work

ethic.

if those are the
MacDougall chose to take back her
award, then the leadership of the associ-
ation itself is questionable. They didn't
support Monnin’s opinion, and they did-
n't want to listen to her. So they took her
award away. What kind of leadership
example is that?

Maybe racism is to blame.

College is supposed to be about new
experiences and preparing yourself for

the “real world.”

And part of that
process includes leaving your comfort
zone. Diversity in higher education
should, at the very least, induce the tol-

erance of other cultures.

If the results are true, what does that
mean for the three percent of universi-
ties and colleges that are historically

black?

The number of African-American
students who attend predominantly
white schools is 32.7 percent, according
to a study done by Harvard University,
which compiled data from 1988 to

1998.

The affirmative action system may
need improvement, but without its exis-
tence, people could continue to over-
look qualified minorities. People have
fought for years to be equal. Why revert

back to being separate?

Once the

level

of equality
achieved, methods such as affirmative
action can be thrown out. But we are far

reasons

Exposure

Brtan Merowczynski/Chronicle

Bushwhacked! Portraits in history

a conservative publication. By keeping it from that goal. And studies such as Mr. | Donald Rumsfeld: Secretary of Defense John WestChvonicle
amang a close circle of supporters, there  Rothman's are proof of how far we still
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There’s nothing like living on your own

By Emily Smith
Commentary Editor

OK, so I admit that [ am jealous of the
students who live on campus. As | stood
waiting for the bus during this past cruel
winter, | mumbled obscenities under my
breath at my fellow classmates who walked
merely blocks to get inside their warm
apartments before talking off their scarves,
hats, gloves, coats and other necessary frost
attire.

I dreaded the ride home, not knowing
how long the unpredictable CTA would take
to get me there. After a long, exhausting
day of classes and headaches and home-
work, I ached to live closer to school.

But now spring is here. The weather
hasn’t been quite as nice as I’d hoped it
would be, but at least the bite is gone from
this windy city. Flip-flops and tank tops are
making appearances, and the glimmer of the
beautiful weather to come is shining
through.

And, like every spring during my three
years here at Columbia, my bitter winter
attitude melts away and I remember why [
appreciate living off campus.

I have learned more than I expected here
in Chicago by living on my own.

Students that live on campus have rules

Students on campus live with other stu-
dents and have more students as their neigh-
bors. I have lived in two different districts
in Chicago, and I consider this aspect a ben-
efit to my college years.

I currently live in the Pilsen district.
Pilsen has one of the largest Latino commu-
nities and is located on the southwest side
of the Chicago River. The culture is thick
and took some time for me to get used to,
but with so many interesting and different
aspects, it didn’t take long.

I love the cheap burritos and fresh fruit
markets. I like the cute cafés and murals on
the buildings. And I like the art galleries
and artists.

But there was one thing that [ hated, at
first.

Right outside my apartment is a struc-
ture my roommate and [ refer to as “creepy
Jesus” because it’s, well, creepy. A new
sanctuary donated by local artists has been
built on the corner of my block. It is an
open garden-like area with a miniature
fountain and room for worship. There is
only one standing wall, and on the side that
faces my apartment is creepy Jesus.

It is a carved, wooden depiction of Jesus
on the cross with his hands tied. Blood is
painted on the bones. And to make matters
worse, a light shines up on the structure at

night, giving it a scary movie-like effect—
highlighting its creepiness.

Nevertheless, it has grown on me. And,
now, [ see it as a symbol of how the com-
munity has grown on me.

My landlord, Mrs. Rocco, was born and
raised in the Pilsen area and has lived in her
current building for 54 years. She is an 81
year-old Czechoslovakian who has watched
the neighborhood transform over the years.

“This used to be a family neighbor-
hood,” she said. “Now it’s just artists with
their dogs. And they never pick up after
them. They go right in my flowerpot.”

But I like the area. Then again, [ am a
dog person and I guess [ don’t have a flow-
erpot for them to “go” in.

It must be hard for her to see things
change. Change always takes time.

For all the students living in the dorms,
they will one day have to make the change
of moving out on their own. And I hope
they make the adjustment smoothly. But I
am glad that I have some experience under
my belt.

So, now that my time here is coming to
an end—and another winter drifts away— I
think I have the advantage. I didn’t just
gain classroom knowledge, but I also gath-
ered valuable life lessons from living on
my own.
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to follow. They have
RAs to watch over
them and give counsel.
Even the number of
guests allowed is limit-
ed. Sure, they don’t
have to worry about
things like the electric
bill, but they also don’t
know the tricks to cut
on heating costs in the
winter.

They also aren’t
forced to learn the
CTA. Unless they have
a job, they usually
don’t have much need
to travel beyond the
Loop area. I have many
friends who have used
their U-PASS only a
handful of times. I, on
the other hand, couldn't
live without mine. And
by having to use it so
frequently, I know my
way around Chicago. |
know the districts, train
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These Young Adults
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with Their Education.

- '@ They Joined

P CITY YEAR
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are Doing Great Things |

“Blood is the Fuel of Life”

All those who present to
donate at any mobile blood drive
or donor center between

March 1, 2003
April 30,2003

will be eligible to enter
arandom drawing to win this
2003 Chrysler Sebring Convertible
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Get birth control.
Save some money.
l\'m'l) your clothes on.

ome in for a consultation and get birth control without a

Planned Parenthood
Loop Health Center
18 S. Michigan Ave. 6™ Floor

Call first for an appointment
312-592-6700
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chicago area
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Attention All Journalism

Students, Photojournalists
& Editorial Cartoonists!

Applications for the 2003-2004
John Fischetti Scholarship are
now available in the Journalism
Department, Suite 1300,
624 S. Michigan Ave.

All full-time Columbia College students,
including graduate students, who specialize
in print or broadcast journalism, photojournal-
ism, editorial art or political cartooning, are
eligible to apply. Awards are based on acade-
mic merit, financial need and service in the
student’s speciality (i.e., internships, work on
student publication or productions). Twenty-
one scholarships, up to $2,000 each, were
awarded for 2002-2003

THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IS
APRIL 7, 2003
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Honoring senior seminar

Q Alexandroff exhibit displays students’ social, personal work

Angel R. Slmpshromcl

Senior serﬁinar students show off their talents in ‘Creativity with a Conscience: The Alexandroff Exhibit.’

_By Jason Lee

sistent with my mother’s

Staff Writer

Showcasing the diverse artistic talents of its
graduates, the Senior Seminar program held an
exhibit titled, “Creativity with a Conscience: The
Alexandroff Exhibit,” at 33 E. Congress Parkway
from March 13-28. A panel of judges awarded
cash prizes to the top three pieces of artwork at a

reception held on March 19.

The exhibit—named in honor of Mirron “Mike”
Alexandroff, Columbia’s first president, and his
wife Jane—consisted of 42 pieces of artwork dis-
played in a variety of formats, including listening
stations for audio projects and a continuous video

featuring student films.

Norman Alexandroff, son of Mike Alexandroff
and Columbia’s publication director, was active in

constructing the exhibit.

“The general premise of the program—to sup-

life and work,”

Alexandroff said. “We are delighted at the out-

standing young men and women who have bene-
fited from the program.”

Jim Hoffman, a film and video major, submit-
ted a 2-and-a-half-minute animated piece for the
exhibit. Titled The Cozoomies, the film is a chil-
dren’s educational program featuring characters
named Captain, Leena and Sphinx and their
“efforts to defend earth from the malicious
Rancor and his evil minions,” Hoffman said.

Hoffman said he geared The Cozoomies toward
a second-grade audience, constructing a 13-
episode synopsis that he hopes will one day
become a full-length show.

“The exhibit is great because it does gives you
a nice forum to get feedback, and that is very
important at this stage,” Hoffman said.

Ben Mayer, also a film and video major, tied for
third place with his painting titled “Alchemy.”

port artists in human service—is absolutely con-

See Alexandroff, page 29

Annual festival features student poetry

By Jennifer Golz

Staff Writer

Columbia’s English
Department  will celebrate
National Poetry Month with the
Fourth  Annual Citywide

Undergraduate Poetry Festival,
featuring outstanding student
poets from 10 of Chicago’s col-
leges and universities.

The poetry festival will be
held Thursday, April 10 at 5:30
p.m. at the Concert Hall of the
Music  Center, 1014 S.
Michigan Ave.

The poetry festival is a non-
competitive event designed to
bring together students from
within the city, to showcase
their talents. “This is the great-
est hits of undergraduate stu-

dents on any given semester,”
said Tony Trigilio, the poetry
festival’s creator and a faculty
member in the English
Department.

Trigilio came to Columbia
four years ago, excited to be in
the nation’s third largest city.
He said he wanted to bridge the
gap between the urban schools
of Chicago, allowing students
to share their work.

“The poet from Chicago State
and the poet from Loyola have
a lot of geographic miles sepa-
rating them,” Trigilio said.
“How often do we get to col-
lapse the miles and get every-
one together?”

Of the 10 colleges and uni-
versities participating this year,
each school is only allowed one

student to represent it. There is
no formal list of criteria for the
festival, except that students
must be chosen from a creative
writing program at their institu-
tion. At Columbia, students are
nominated based on their previ-
ous work and class rank.

“We consider it to be a real
honor,” Trigilio said. “We want
to chose someone who repre-
sents their school fantastically.”

Ric Cleary was nominated by
the English Department and
will share his works at this
year’s festival. Cleary was elat-
ed when he was asked to be a
featured reader. “I’'m a little
nervous but I think that’s good
because it forces you to want to
do extremely well,” he said.

See Poetry, page 28

Commentary

(Almost) Banned
in the U.S.A.

By K. Ryann Zalewski
A&E Editor

An internal memo from
MTV Europe posted on F----
edTelevision.com recommend-
ed that certain videos should
not be played due to the current
conflict with Irag. The memo
said that because of public sen-
sitivity to war-related images,
videos featuring images such as
soldiers, warplanes, bombs,
missiles, executions and riots
might offend viewers.

The memo went on to list
some videos as examples and
explained what possibly offen-
sive images that video had.
Among  the list was
Aerosmith’s “Don’t Want to
Miss a Thing” (which has clips
from 1998’s Armageddon),
Radiohead’s “Lucky,” Billy
Idol’s “Hot in the City” and
System of a Down’s “Boom!”
which was described as “an
anti-war video containing facts
and figures about, amongst
other things, the projected
casualties of war.”

“Boom!” was directed by
none other than Michael
Moore, whose anti-Bush com-
ments during his acceptance
speech at the Oscars on March
23 were booed by the audience.

The memo is only in refer-
ence to MTV Europe and does
not apply here in the United
States.

However, in a New York
Times article, an MTV spokes-
woman, who would only speak
anonymously, said that
America’s MTV is “responsive
to the heightened sensitivities
of its audience.”

Serj Tankian, lead singer for
System of a Down, said in the
same article that while the
video for “Boom!” was not
being played by MTV in
Britain, it is currently in rota-
tion here in America.

While I respect the station
wanting to be sensitive to the
needs of their audience, I find it
ludicrous that certain videos
would be singled out for their
imagery, the song titles (also on
the list is Radiohead’s
“Invasion”) or even the name
of the band (the B-52’s are also
on the list).

And what truly makes the sit-
uation more ridiculous are two
not so little facts. One, the B-
52’s name is a reference to the
two female lead singers hair-
styles. Two, a spokesman for
Radiohead told the New York
Times that he was unfamiliar
with any song by the band titled
“Invasion.” Obviously, MTV
Europe didn’t do much home-
work before writing up this list.

MTYV is not the only media
outlet watching what it airs.
Clear Channel Communications,
which owns over 1,200 sta-
tions—six of which are in
Chicago including WKSC-
FM—has been guilty of a simi-
lar suggested no-play list.

After 9/11, Clear Channel
sent a list of 150 songs that
were potentially offensive. The
list, created by Clear Channel’s
Senior Regional Vice President
of Programming Jack Evans,
included all songs by Rage
Against The Machine, Led

Zepplin’s “Stairway to
Heaven,” * Don McLean’s
“American Pie” and even John
Lennon’s “Imagine.”

In a New York Post article
from Sept. 18, 2001, Clear
Channel executives said, “the
list was not an attempt to ban
songs, only a guide for program-
ming directors.” But luckily for
Rage, Zeppelin, Lennon and
other rational music fans every-
where, most Clear Channel sta-
tions ignored the list.

More recently Clear Channel
has been in the news for organiz-
ing demonstrations, under the
name Rally for America, in sup-
port of the war with Iraq. Clear
Channel claims the demonstra-
tions are really organized by
their individual stations.

However, according to a
March 25 article in the New
York Times, such individuality
is atypical of Clear Channel.
The article said that Clear
Channel has a reputation “for its
iron-fisted centralized control.”

All of these suggestion lists,
suggest corporate censorship to
me.

Journalists, including those
at this paper, pride themselves
on their ability to write fairly
and unbiased; it’s one of the
main points stressed to us. The
only exception is opinion
pieces and broadcast commen-
tators—and the audience
knows these are people paid to
share their viewpoints—Ilike
Bill O’Reilly, FOX News
Channel’s conservative com-
mentator.

But how can the audience
trust that coverage of a news
story will be unbiased when the
media outlet is organizing ral-
lies for one side? How can we
be sure the coverage of any
conflict won’t be slanted, when
the company publicly endorses
one viewpoint? These are dan-
gerous times when we cannot
even trust those who are sup-
posed to give us the straight
facts.

Before the Federal
Communications Commission
repealed the Fairmess Doctrine
in 1987, broadcasters were
required to fairly cover com-
munity issues by having a fair
balance of all views.

And with Clear Channel’s
obvious support of America’s
invasion of Iraq, another sug-
gestion list won'’t be far behind.
Why would a company pub-
licly support a war only to play
songs that support peace?

Will Clear Channel create a
new list including anti-war
songs like the queen of contro-

versy herself Madonna’s
“American Life” or John
Mellencamp’s “To

Washington”? According to E!
Online, the company already is
since polls are still showing
high support for the war.

Some artists have gone
around these stations by post-
ing their protest songs on the
Internet. Lenny Kravitz's new
song “We Want Peace,” featur-
ing Iraqi pop star Kadim Al
Sahir, can be downloaded,
(oddly enough), on MTV’s
Rock the Vote website at rock-
thevote.org.

See Banned, page 28
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Chris Rock gives an impromptu campaign speech in his directorial debut, ‘Head of State.’

Photo by Phillip Caruso/DreamWorks Pictures

Between Rock and a presidential race

By Michael Hirtzer
A&E Editor

Where Chris Rock once portrayed a
crackhead in the 1991 film New Jack City,
he can now be compared to a much more
dignified rock: Mount Rushmore, where
his likeness is carved in stone alongside
Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln
in Head of State.

And while Rock is a registered voter and
plays a presidential candidate in Head of
State, his latest film and directorial debut,
he has no further political plans.

“I will never pursue a political career—
ever,” Rock’ said. “There’s no- money,
unless you're going to steal it,” he added,
“You can do so much more. Look at
Oprah; she doés so much. You couldn’t do
that as a politician.”

Indeed, Oprah can cause even a hard-
ened comedian to lose their cool during
her talk show. Rock, who was in Chicago
late in March promoting Head of State,
was in an uncharacteristic misty-eyed
condition on “The Oprah Winfrey Show,”
after segments featuring his mother, wife
and baby.

It was a time of reflection for the 37-

year-old comedian-turned-actor, who,
after doing stand-up for more than a
decade, landed a role on his first film,
Beverly Hills Cop 2, and then as a cast
member on “Saturday Night Live.”

And even though Rock wrote and
directed HBO’s “The Chris Rock Show,”
getting the green light to direct Head of
State, the story of an everyman chosen to
be a throwaway presidential candidate,
was difficult.

“Some people didn’t want to make the
movie at all,” Rock said. “Some people
wanted to make the movie, but not have
me direct, which was a big slap: ‘We think
you’re funny, but we don’t think you're
competent.’

“If you’re Tom Hanks,” Rock added,
“you’re collaborating with the highest of
the high [studio] people. If you’re me,
you’re collaborating with people from the
mailroom. It’s rough—movies are rough,
man,” he said.

It was a learning experience for Rock,
who likens directing to managing a super-
market. (To not tire your film crew, you
must “look for elevators before you look
for locations,” Rock said.)

He said his co-star, and fellow comedi-

an Bernie Mac seemed perfect for the
part. “We seemed like an old-fashioned
comedy team,” Rock said.

“You try to keep the drama close to the
page and you let your comedy expand and
see where you can go with it,” Rock said.
“It depends on the actors. Bernie Mac, do
what you want, you know you let him
loose. Nick Searcy [who plays Rock’s
opponent], you pull back a little bit.

“It’s no different than Phil Jackson
coaching the Bulls. Michael [Jordan] you
do what you want. B.J. Armstrong, you
bring the ball up the court—just get it to
Michael,” Rock said.

Asked if he had any advice for young
people, Rock said, “Go to school, don’t
have a kid until you’re married and stay
off drugs, and things will pretty much
open up.

“Being rich isn’t about having money;
it’s about having options. If you make cer-
tain mistakes, it cuts down on your
options. Spend your money on drugs, you
[have] less options for your money.

“There’s no magical path,” Rock added.
“Nothing remotely special happened to
me—I just worked hard and didn’t have a
kid.”

Adcult coming to a newsstand near you

By Kristen Gianfortune
Staff Writer

Columbia’s Marketing Communication
Department hopes to launch a new student
publication dedicated to critiquing adver-
tisements, said Department Chair Margaret
Sullivan. With a formal proposal expected
to be submitted to the dean at this summer’s
budget meeting, Sullivan said she hopes the
publication will be available on campus by
next spring.

Adcult magazine would build off of con-
cepts covered in a course with the same
name offered through the Marketing
Department.

“[The purpose of] criticizing advertising
is to understand it better,” Sullivan said.
“Critical thinking is part of anyone’s educa-
tion, and marketing communication
deserves that kind of attention.”

Sullivan said she believes the magazine
will benefit not only marketing students,
but the student body as a whole.

“To move your oppressions into a world
of rational analysis, to teach our students to
live in a world of just responding to
imagery and responding to impulses into a
more rational, conscious understanding of
manipulation and propaganda—that would
be the goal,” Sullivan said.

The department itself has grown tremen-
dously during Sullivan’s tenure and this
would be one of the largest projects for it to
undertake.

“I definitely would [read it], and proba-
bly would pay for it, too,” said Falon
Pherigo, an advertising major.

Pherigo said she would consider working
on the publication depending on how flexi-
ble the hours were.

“If there was a class for credit you would
probably get a lot of students to join,” she
said.

Sullivan said she was unsure if there
would ever be a class offered for the publi-
cation, but said the AdCult class already has
similarly structured assignments in the
course.

About five years ago, Sullivan had the
idea for the magazine, but never had enough
money in the budget and considered creat-
ing it as an online magazine. Sullivan said
the department was much smaller then, and
“the timing wasn’t right to launch some-
thing so important and so large. In the mean-
time, the environment changed, and I think
especially because of Stay Free!” (Stay
Free! is an independent magazine published
by Carrie McLaren about commercialism in
American culture.)

Stay Free!, is much like what Sullivan
said she envisioned Adcult magazine to be,
s0 she decided to rethink the concept of the
magazine so the two wouldn’t be so simi-
lar. She wanted it to criticize advertising
without using it in the magazine, but want-
ed to mimic ads at the same time.

“We're always interested in raising our
profile and showing people what we do
best,” Sullivan said, “and one of the things
we do best is examine and understand the
fascinating world of marketing communi-
cations everywhere.”

Sullivan said the entire department staff
supports the idea of the magazine. She said
it would probably attract students from

other areas of study and that she welcomes
the possibility. Ideally, Sullivan said she
would like the publication to be free to stu-
dents, but sold to the rest of the communi-

ty.

Lauren Schroeder, an advertising major
who is currently taking the AdCult class
said, “I like it because it shows different
approaches to the advertising world as to
what people disapprove of™ Schroeder
said she would be interested in reading and
working on the magazine.

Sullivan said many of the assignments in
the class are similar to what the content of
the magazine would be. Some ideas for the
first issue as well as issues to follow
include an improvised story told through
ads, exploring sex and sexual content in
advertising, poetry constructed from slo-
gans and sales pitches, and alternative uses
for famous advertising slogans.

“It sounds like something good, some-
thing positive,” Mario Vasquez, a market-
ing student said.

He liked the AdCult class and said the
concepts he learned help him in his intern-
ship. He said he probably would not have
time to participate in the magazine, but said
it would be beneficial to the Marketing
Department because it would shine light on
the program and fieldwork associated with
the profession.

“The School of Media Arts is acquiring
a real central identity pretty quickly. The
student body seems increasingly sophisti-
cated and capable of indulging in this kind
of work. The students are increasingly
[more] productive every year I'm here,”

Sullivan said.

French fries,
Berg and bliss

By Rachel Yeomans
Contributing Writer

Eloquent: that is the word that comes to
mind when Elizabeth Berg starts to speak.
Berg, 65, is both a New York Times bestselling
writer and a featured author of Oprah’s Book
Club for her novel Open House (2000).

She was speaking to friend and fellow author
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, at an event during
the Story Week Festival of Writers: In Search
of the American Story, on Wednesday, March
26, at the Harold Washington Library, 400 S.
State St. .

Divakaruni and Berg conversed with the
audience, answering questions and going
through their history. Divakaruni finished her
explanation of her writing style and an audi-
ence member asked Berg to explain her own.
Berg said, “Boring. Chitra?”

Yet Berg's responses grew in length during
the proceedings and even more so when she
was back in her hotel room, blazer taken off,
sleeves rolled up and room service ordered.

This was Berg’s second appearance at Story
Week. She has written two writing guides and
more than 13 novels. She has received the
New England Book Award in fiction, two
American Library Association Best Book of
the Year Awards, and the AMC Cancer
Research [lluminator Award.

However, Berg didn’t find her calling to
write until after working as a waitress, a rock
'n’ roll singer, and a registered nurse. She
began writing after winning an essay contest in
Parents magazine. She won $500 and then pur-
sued a career that would bring her not only to
the “Oprah” show three times, but also to
bookstores across America.

“There are two things,” she said while lying
back on her hotel couch. “One is that writing is
like acting for me. [ really do inhabit every
character I’'m writing at the time to the best of
my ability. The other thing is I think it’s the job
of the writer to notice, to pay attention.”

Three of Berg’s most popular novels,
Durable Goods, Joy School and True to Form,
are told from the perspective of a 13-year-old
named Katie. Berg recalled how she was once
asked how she could write from a perspective
of someone so young.

“You know I was 13,” Berg said. “Soif I jog
my memory by a book that I read at the
time...or by some dorky outfit | wore, there are
myriad details that can open up.”

Berg is now expanding her written horizons
and working on a screenplay, her first, based on
Durable Goods, which Sharon Stone will
direct.

“She’s going to direct for the first time and
I’'m going to write a screenplay for the first
time...so this’ll be really interesting,” Berg said.

Two of her other novels, Open House and
Range of Motion, were made for television.
But Berg didn’t participate in the productions.

“I wasn’t interested at that point in even try-
ing to write a screenplay,” Berg said. “But now
I’'m trying this because I’ve seen the scripts of
my books before and I wasn’t nuts about them.
At least by writing the screenplay for Never
Change | have a little more control.”

At 7 p.m., in the Harold Washington audito-
rium, Berg stood on the stage behind a podium
and a large orange banner stretched across its
base reading, “Columbia College Fiction
Writing Department Story Week’s presentor.”

“I thought that since I’ve talked to a lot of
students, we would start with a quiz,” Berg said
jokingly. During her reading to the audience,
Berg presented a quiz she was once given. She
was given a single sentence and from it she
made a story, “Returns and Exchanges.” It was
about a 58-year-old woman who started a dat-
ing service for those over 50.

And the introductory sentence given to Berg
was, “It wasn’t until she got outside into the
sunlight that she realized her socks didn’t
match, but somehow she didn’t mind.”

Berg'’s reading captured the humor and emo-
tion of growing old, past relationships and
future hopes. From the narrator Agnes’ per-
spective, Berg provided flashbacks to when the
character forgot her underpants in Catholic
school. And then she jumped forward to Agnes
pondering what heaven would be like: It would
have puppies, children who never grew older
than five years, fried food floating in the air,
pink magnolias and jazz.

Berg told the story in such a believable and
accurate tone, that one might think she experi-
enced each thought and feeling of her character.

Her advice to those wanting to follow in her
professional footsteps: “Get your love, get your
french fries and follow your bliss.”
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Film festival highlights diverse Latino culture

By Jennifer Golz
Staff Writer

The International Latino
Cultural Center of Chicago held a
pre-party for the 19th Annual
Chicago Latino Film Festival,
March 26, previewing the festival,
which runs through April 16 and
will feature more than 100 foreign
films from every genre and three
gala events.

This year, the ILCC has decided
to hold the opening and closing
night galas immediately following
the screening of films at
Kaleidoscope, 800 W. Superior
St

The film festival kicked off
April 4 with the Colombian film
Bolivar Soy Yo (Bolivar I am) at
the Biograph Theater, 2433 N.
Lincoln Ave.

At the midpoint of all the festiv-
ities is “Noche Mexicana,” on
Friday, April 11. Watch the film
El Tigre de Santa Julia (The Tiger
of Santa Julia), a story similar to
Robin Hood, in which thé main
character—while in the company
of several beautiful women—robs
from the rich and gives to the
poor.

Homemade gorditas and drinks
cantina-style will be served at the
reception to follow; song requests
can be made to the mariachi band,
Grupo Bolero. There will be spe-
cial appearances by the director
Alejandro Gamboa and actor

Miguel Rodarte.
Also during Mexican night, the
2003 Gloria Lifetime

Achievement Award will be pre-
sented to Leonardo Nierman, for
his contributions during his 45
years in the art world. The award
is considered the highest recogni-
tion of excellence and success
from the ILCC. Nierman’s art has
resides at the Vatican Gardens, the
Art Institute of Chicago, the
Albert Einstein Institute and the
Museum of Modern Art in
Mexico, to name a few.

The closing night gala is on

April 16. The evening will start
off with the Brazilian comedy
Viva Vo (Speaker Phone), which
explores the humorous complica-
tions modem technology can cre-
ate; a cheating husband’s wife
tracking his every move via his

cellular phone.
Afterward, be prepared to
samba into the night at

Kaleidoscope. African influences
from Brazil will be demonstrated
from a capoiera team, a traditional
form of dancing and martial arts
combined. The film's director
Paulo Morelli will also be present.

Rail Merchand Sanchez will
return to accept his award at the
closing night gala for /2 Horas
(12 Hours), last year’s Audience
Choice Award winner at the festi-

val.

In addition to the gala events
will be screenings of more than a
dozen films, including the three
finalists from Columbia’s 5th
Latino Student Film Festival, cho-
sen in March.

Everybody Dies In It, by
Gabriel Feijéo, explores the rela-
tionships between corporate reli-
gion, consumer drug and fast food
consumption.

Imaginary Landscape No. 11,
by J. Reynaldo Delgado Roman,
takes a closer look at the correla-
tion between death and rebirth,
nature and architecture, social
conscious versus madness and
loneliness and contact.

Michael Ryan, by Mario
Carrasco, follows the daily strug-
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‘Viva Vo (Speaker Phone),’ a Brazilian comedy about a man who gets into trouble after the misuse of a cell phone, closes the 19th Annual
Chicago Latino Film Festival, Wednesday, April 16.

gles of a high school student in
Chicago dealing with an untold
truth.

The Chicago Latino Film
Festival was created in 1985,
showcasing 14 films with 500
attendees. Since then, it has esca-
lated to an estimated 30,000 who
will attend this year’s festival.

The annual festival is intended
to promote awareness and under-
standing about the Latino commu-
nity. “The Latino community is a
profoundly rich culture because of
all its differences such as religion,

races and nationalities,” said Pepe
Vargas, founder and executive
director of the ILCC.

All films at this year's festival
will have English subtitles. The
official film schedule'is available
at www.latinoculturalcenter.org.
Students with a valid ID will
receive a discount off the price of
their ticket at the box office the
night of each film
performance. For tickets or more
information about any of the three
galas, call (312) 431-1330.
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Weekly Horoscope (April 7-13)

Emotional peak for Pisces

By Lasha Seniuk
Tribune News Service

Y’  Aries (March 21-April 20)

Late Tuesday, a powerful wave of sen-
sitivity from loved ones may be distract-
ing. Previously silent friends or lovers
may boldly state their romantic ideals
and social concerns. Intimacy and new
passion are necessary for emotional suc-
cess. Expect unproductive or stalled rela-
tionships to steadily fade. Physical ener-
gy or sleep patterns are also unpre-
dictable this week. Get extra rest, if pos-
sible, and wait for obvious indications of
renewed vitality.

¥ Taurus (April 21-May 20)

Minor health concerns or lagging
physical energy will no longer drain
social or family confidence. Early this
week, expect bothersome skin, digestive
or eye ailments to dramatically improve.
Some Taureans will also experience a
powerful increase in creative energy or
artistic awareness. If so, expect romantic
and long-term social relations to also be
affected. Stay alert. Before next week,
increased sensuality and renewed trust
will require active dedication and revised
social plans.

IT  Gemini (May 21-June 21)

Love affairs and long-term friendships
are particularly rewarding over the next
few days. Watch for loved ones and close
friends to declare their intentions or com-
mitments. Many Geminis, especially
those born between 1968 and 1980, will
experience a profound deepening of key
relationships. By early May expect
delayed romance and stalled relation-
ships to be firmly re-established. Stay
focused. Fast emotional decisions will be
required.

95 Cancer (June 22-July 22)

This week, business relationships may
be unusually” emotional or flirtatious.
Expect key officials or trusted work
mates to express their social needs and
long-term romantic plans. New commu-
nications will eventually create improved
friendships, but also demand delicate
social timing. If possible, remain quietly
distant and avoid confrontation. After
Friday, family finances may be mildly
strained. Thoroughly check records, pay-
ments or debt schedules.

& Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)

Late Tuesday, a close friend or work
companion may ask for sensitive and
highly personal advice. Areas of concern
are power dynamics between loved ones
or long-term lifestyle choices. Encourage
caution. Important life decisions need to
be fully considered. Early Friday, also
watch for an unusual financial or busi-
ness message from the past. Old job
offers or delayed projects are featured.
Take extra time to carefully evaluate all
ideas and proposals.

) Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Business policies, financial obligations
and long-term property matters will
require your immediate attention. Late
Monday, watch for important changes to
key documents, procedures or workplace
methods. Many Virgos will be expected
to make sense of past financial mistakes
or bring clarity to conflicting business
standards. After Thursday, minor home
finances may also apply. Watch budgets
and spending needs for obvious mis-
takes.

£ Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)

Avoid social discussions or romantic
speculation in all workplace relation-
ships. At present, work mates and col-
leagues may be extremely sensitive to
personal information or minor social dis-

putes. Don’t be fooled. Even though an
atmosphere of humor and light discus-

-sion may exist, underlying resentments

will create a lasting impression. After
Friday, family or intimate relationships
will offer peaceful resolve. Enjoy the
company of trusted companions.

M. Scorplo (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

Old social wounds and past relation-
ships may reoccur over the next few
days. Before midweek, watch for friends,
distant relatives or yesterday’s loved
ones to reappear and demand comple-
tion. Although minor jealousies are
unavoidable, by the end of this week
small disagreements will actually work
in your favor. Remain diplomatic. Old
ideals, memories or romantic expecta-
tions will soon fade. By mid-April, new
love will require your full attention.

X' Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Past romantic and social delays will be
quickly resolved. Beginning late Tuesday
and lasting over the next two to three
days, expect long-term friends and
romantic partners to firmly state their
needs, intentions and future plans. Much
of this may come as a relief. Watch for
stalled relationships to move rapidly for-
ward. Early Saturday, an unusual finan-
cial mistake may create mistrust between
relatives. Overspending or missed pay-
ments are accented.

‘Oo Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20)

Early this week, rental agreements,
leases or minor financial disputes may be
briefly annoying. Monday through
Wednesday, react quickly to unexpected
repairs or revised property contracts.
Some Capricorns, especially those born
late in December, will also be asked to
clarify banking documents or financial
procedures. Oddly enough, money delays
or strained work relations will soon lead to
dramatically improved business practices.
Stay open. There's much to consider.

2% Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19)

Friends, lovers and close work mates
may be moody and reflective. Watch for
unexpected social and workplace delays.
Over the next two days, past business
records and yesterday’s romantic history
will have strong effects on daily relation-
ships. Allow others the necessary time to
complete past assignments or finalize
outgoing relationships. Later this week,
discuss your romantic ideas and social
concerns with loved ones. New options
may soon emerge.

¥  Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20)

Family relationships are strong con-
cerns this week. Pay attention to the
minor criticisms of close relatives or
loved ones. Over the next three days,
small social irritations could lead to
stalled relationships or broken trusts.
React with sensitivity to the needs of oth-
ers. Early this weekend, an unexpected
romantic flirtation will draw attention.
Mildly unethical attractions or private
invitations may soon create controversy.
Emotions are high. Avoid unnecessary
tensions, if possible.

* If your birthday Is this week ...

Business negotiations will work to
your advantage over the next 12 weeks.
Use this time to review methods, proce-
dures and expectations. Key officials will
steadily improve office policies or rules.
After mid-July, an important romantic or
family decision may be needed. Long-
term relationships require careful plan-
ning and a new awareness of social goals.
By late August, loved ones will either
improve their outlook or begin serious
changes in their lives. Offer encourage-
ment and expect steady gains. August
through November also accent revised
financial or career deadlines. Budgets,
loans and delayed payments are high-
lighted.

Warhol’s Jackie 0. series on display in Dallas
O  First showing in city where her husband was assassinated

By Susan Parrott
Associated Press

DALLAS--As news photos, the 1963
images of Jacqueline Kennedy as a
grieving widow captured the nation,
reflecting America’s mourning after the
assassination -of President John F.
Kennedy. For pop artist Andy Warhol,
the photos became the catalyst for his
*“Jackie” works, a series of paintings and
screen prints created between 1963 and
1968 that captured the moments before
and after the assassination as she was
transformed from glamorous first lady to
grieving widow.

For the first time, those iconographic
pieces will be displayed at the place of
the tragedy, the former School Book
Depository  where  the = Warren
Commission concluded Lee Harvey
Oswald fired the fatal shots at the presi-
dential procession through downtown
Dallas.

“Warhol had perhaps the most familiar
images that deal with the assassination,”
said Sixth Floor Museum Executive
Director Jeff West, who added that the
paintings are best seen in their historical
context in Dallas. “No other artist had
the kind of immediacy that Warhol creat-
ed.” .

The “Warhol and Jackie: Artist and
Icon™ exhibition runs through Oct. 26 on
the building’s seventh floor, a newly ren-
ovated exhibition space one level above

" the museum’s historical exhibits. The

show then moves to the Andy Warhol
Museum in Pittsburgh, opening in time
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of
the president’s death on Nov. 22.

Most of the succession of portraits cre-
ated by Warhol are screened in black on
funereal blue backgrounds.

The first lady, who, like celebrities
Marilyn Monroe and Elizabeth Taylor,
seemed pursued by the shadow of death,
fascinated Warhol.

Tom Sokolowski, director of the
Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh, said
Warhol realized that the president’s death
and its aftermath would forever be

etched in the memories of Americans.

“He was the most brilliant chronicler
of his time,” he said. “Everything
touched him.”

While Warhol wanted to memorialize a
horrific moment in history, he thought it
would be distasteful to use news images
of the president as he was killed,
Sokolowski said.

“Hence he embodied everything in the
young widow,” Sokolowski said.

“This young woman who should not
have to suffer as she did, suffered for all
of us,” he said. “She bore the weight of
the nation in her souring face.”

The show includes 30 portraits of
Jackie Kennedy by Warhol, along with
the smiling “Red Jackie” painted from a
photo taken before the assassination and
two Warhol self-portraits. Loaned by the
Warhol museum, most were created in
Warho!’s New York studio, The Factory,
in the months after the assassination.

For the first time, the museum will dis-
play its “Flash-Nov. 22, 1963” series of
11 screen prints and accompanying text
replicating news wire copy of the assas-
sination.

Dealing finally with the assassination
itself, Warhol used news photos to create
images of the first couple arriving at

. Dallas’ Love Field airport, riding in the

motorcade, Oswald in the Dallas police
station and the alleged murder weapon.
Finished in 1968 and printed in sequen-
tial order, they create the effect of a news
story shaded in green, magenta and
orange.

“In a way it puts you back in Andy’s
world,” said show curator Richard
Brettell. “Even though he wasn’t in
Dallas, he experienced these events
through the media.”

The deaths seemed even more tragic
because the Kennnedys—a handsome,
well-dressed couple—were the embodi-
ment of a nation hoping for good fortune,
Sokolowski said.

“It was this notion that this was the
perfect couple and how can this perfect
moment end,” he said. “Warhol was not
an intellectual artist, but he was an
incredibly instinctive artist.”
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Animé ‘cowboy’ rides into Chicago

By Michael Hirtzer
A&E Editor

Cowboy Bebop: The Movie doesn’t involve
cowboys or bebop, at least not in the traditional
sense.

The cowboys are actually bounty hunters, but
since the film takes place on the planet Mars in the
year 2071, don’t expect any horses, chaps or
spurs—aside from their presence in the videos the
bounty hunters watch. However, there are lots of
bloody battles and apocalyptic themes.

Likewise, there aren’t any smoky jazz clubs or
appearances by Thelonious Monk; however the
bounty hunters do have laid back, jazz-cat atti-
tudes—they’re hip, cool and unconventional.

Based on the popular animé television series of
the same name, which is currently airing on the
Cartoon Network, the feature-length version of

attack on one of Mars’ main highways. The Bebop
crew, as they’re commonly called, jumps at the
opportunity to apprehend the terrorist and collect
the bounty.

The complicated themes and confusing twists in
the film have been compared to those of The
Matrix, and coincidentally enough the film’s direc-
tor, Shinichiro Watanabe, directed a segment of the
computer-generated Matrix teasers, The Animatrix.

Cowboy Bebop: The Movie premiered on April
4 for a limited engagement at the Music Box
Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave.
Music Box programmer Brian Andreotti, who is
also a part-time History of Cinema instructor at
Columbia, said he likes “to present an interesting,
eclectic mix of films.”

Vampire Hunter D: Bloodlust was the last
animé film screened at the Music Box Theatre,
which is well-known for its screenings of docu-
mentaries, cult classics, foreign language and art
films.

Cowboy Bebop surrounds a biological terrorist

and Spike Siegel.

Photo courtesy of Destination Films and Samuel Goldwyn Films

(Clockwise from top) The Bebop crew: Jet Black, Faye Valentine, Edward Wong

Banned

Continued from Page 23

Another website, protest-
records.com, created by Sonic
Youth’s Thurston Moore, fea-
tures songs from mainstream
bands like R.E.M.’s “Last
Straw” and the Beastie Boys’
“In a World Gone Mad,” along
with songs by independent
artists. The site is also expect-
ing songs from Mudhoney and
Zach de la Rocha, former lead
singer of Rage Against the
Machine.

Like I said earlier, I respect
everyone’s right to choose
their music. And yes, any TV
or radio station has the right to
play anything they want. But
the station should make those
choices based on input from
their audience and not the
political beliefs of the execu-
tives who run the station. This
isn’t a hard concept, it’s a sim-

ple media rule—keep your
audience happy.

But if the TV and radio sta-
tions really want to be sensi-
tive to their audience, I have a
few suggestions.

R. Kelly, who has been
indicted on child pornography
charges, should have his songs
pulled from the play lists until
he is either found not guilty or,
if convicted, they should be
pulled permanently.

Eminem’s songs should be
on the list because he manages
to insult all groups, including
women and homosexuals.

And finally, Avril Lavigne
should be included. Not
because she really upsets any
group of people, but simply
because she insults anyone
with ears and halfway decent
taste.

Poetry

Continued from Page 23

Cleary graduated last fall with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in poetry. He plans to pursue a Master of
Fine Arts in poetry at Columbia starting in the fall
semester.

Each school makes their own choices and nomi-
nations for presenters. Columbia tends to choose
upperclassmen, but not all schools participating
follow the same practice.

Guy Trayling, a freshman studying creative
writing and performance at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago said, “I’m excited someone
thinks my writing is good enough.”

Trayling said he is nervous to perform, but it is a
good pressure to have. He said, “Any place I can
find a place to read [ am more than happy to read at.”

“Each school has different aesthetics which
change from year to year,” Trigilio said. He said
the festival is not only for the students, but for the
programs to come together as well.

Kate Klein, a senior at Roosevelt University
studying English and majoring in creative writing
said she is excited to see what other people are writ-
ing. “Everyone has a different style and I like to see
what people think about my style,” Klein said.

“The range of poetry readings you see is phe-
nomenal,” Trigilio said of previous festivals. He
said it is important to have a diversity of voices
and to get an outsider’s feedback.

Other presenters at the poetry festival include:
Jamie Foltz, National-Louis University; April
Kopp, University of Chicago; Douglas Hahn,
Loyola University; Brandon, Morton, Chicago
State University; Zoran Panjak, University of
Illinois at Chicago; Michael Tortorich, DePaul
University; and Andrew Rawson, Northwestern
University.

“This event reaches out to the entire-Chicaga
community,” Trigilio said. “The poets are connect-
ing with the audience; there is no barrier between
the audience and the poets.”

“[The festival] has been everything we have
wanted it to be,” Triglio said, “a non-competitive
celebration of poetry.”

Immediately following the poetry readings will
be a catered reception. Admission is free and the
festival is open to the public. For more information
about the festival, call Tony Trigilio at (312) 344-
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Computer Game Review

‘1893’ has history, mystery
Q  New text video game takes you inside
Chicago’s World'’s Fair

By Nick Wadhams
Associated Press

NEW YORK—So consumed was Peter
Nepstad by the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair
that he spent four years of nights and week-
ends programming its every facet into a com-
puter game.

The result is 1893: A World's Fair Mystery,
whose idea is surprisingly rare for computer
games—the meticulous recreation of a real
place, down to the smallest detail.

That Nepstad, who made the game entirely
by himself, brought the fair so vividly to life
is an achievement more impressive because
there is not a single piece of animation or
motion-capture video in the game.

A World's Fair Mystery is a text adventure.

Computer gamers usually fall into two
camps when it comes to so-called “interactive
fiction.” There are those who wistfully remem-
ber it as the greatest symbol of gaming’s
promise back in the early 1980s, the single-
celled organism at the start of an evolutionary
chain still unmatched for its simple elegance.

And then there are gamers who revile it as
a tedious, obtuse, stupid frustration whose
creators seemed intent on driving gamers into
conniptions of fury.

A Worlds Fair Mystery, thankfully,
inspires more feelings- associated with the
former catégory. You play a detective on the

'trail of a diamond thief. But the real character
here, and the real story, is the fair itself.

The only graphics you’ll get are still photos
that ‘date “from the fair, an event that for its
timé ‘produced something unseen anywhere
in the world. It was an amalgam of architec-
tural styles and oddities from the then-exotic
lands of Asia and Africa, and above all a tes-
tament to the rising might of America and
Chicago.
| Nepstad’s job of re-creating the fair was
formidable, but also easy because the fair was

“documented extensively with what was then
a groundbreaking new technology; Kodak’s
portable camera.

Whoever catalogued the fair was about as

meticulous as Nepstad: There are pictures of
every sculpture, exhibition hall, fake village,
restaurant and pathway, and Nepstad has
included it all.

The pictures provide an exact and rustic
feel to the game without robbing your imagi-
nation of room-to roam over a world that
exists almost entirely inside your head.

It’s tough not to like, partly because the
puzzles are generally logical and unobtrusive.
I got the most delight just wandering around,
taking a tour programmed into the game,
looking at every possible object and reading
the bountiful deseription of each.

Every time I did so, [ marveled even more
at how much passion Nepstad put into the
game. A technical writer, he said he has long
been fascinated by the World’s Fair—fasci-
nated enough to make the game and distribute
it on his own nickel. Copies are available on
his website for $19.95.

A World's Fair Mystery suffers a few of the
old text adventures’ faults.

They went extinct in part because it was
easy to get lost unless gamers meticulously
drew out maps of the game world. A rare few
players found that enjoyable; the rest quickly
fled to the far more navigable graphic adven-
tures that had begun appearing in force.

But nitpicking with /893 seems profane.

A car lover wouldn’t, for example, complain
that a 1968 Ford Fairlane gets worse mileage
than his new Toyota Prius, or doesn’t protect
urban cowfolk as well as the Hummer H2.

A World's Fair Mystery proves convincing-
ly that the best games aren’t about razzle-
dazzle special effects or cheap gimmickry.
They’re about story, character, and especially
here—location, location, location.

Nepstad’s creation is a wonderful journey
back to the heady, early days of gaming,
when the best titles, though they could fit on
a floppy disk, painted beautiful pictures with
words.

Don’t fret about system requirements. “I
haven’t actually been able to locate a com-
puter on which it wouldn’t run,” Nepstad
said.

Alexandroff

Continued from Page 23

Depicting a performance by a hip-hop
artist, the blue painting “captures an
actual moment that took place
through the filtration of myself as an
artist,” Mayer said.

Mayer said he used the name
“Alchemy” to represent his opinion on
the current state of hip-hop. “Early
alchemists were divided into two
brands,” Mayer said; one group
believed alchemy was a “spiritual
process,” while others saw it as simply
“the transformation of metal into gold.”

This is similar to the two “schools”
of hip-hop that exist today, according
to Mayer. “One school [of artists]
chases money and fame,” while the
other school seeks “heightened con-
sciousness” through the music.

Next to “Alchemy,” a listening sta-
tion was available with an audio pre-
sentation by Paul Williams, an instru-
mental music major. Titled “Alone till
it is Love: An Anagram,” the impro-
vised piece featured “small or short
music ideas looped over and over,
which is similar to minimalism,”
Williams said.

Overall, Williams said he was
pleased with the experience. “I plan to
make music for the rest of my life,”
Williams said. “This gave me a
chance and forced me to compose
something.”

Meredith Accardi created a collage
composed of “newspaper clippings,

Polaroids, photographs, plastic wrap,
Xeroxes, oil paint, glass, metal and
rubber cement.” The combination of
these elements “create a message that
visually communicates power in our
society and throughout the world,”
according to Accardi. “Art, I believe,
is my generation’s biggest asset and
we must utilize it in every aspect for
as long as we can,” Accardi said. “I
want my piece to affect people.”

According to Bill Hayashi, director
of Senior Seminar, the judges used
specific criteria when choosing the
winners. “Social significance and the
depth of personal meaning [are
important],” Hayashi said. “The artist
also must be aware of his or her audi-
ence, which shows [the judges] how
well the piece works.”

The reception turned out to be a suc-
cess, according to Hayashi. “There
was a lot of interest in the artists’
statements,” Hayashi said. This exhib-
it “gave us a window into the intention
and spirit of the [students’] work.”

A $400 cash prize was awarded to
Kelsie Huff for her performance piece
titled, “Papa Smurf is Dead.” Other
winners included a three-way tie for
second place, including Joe
Compean’s photograph and protest
sign titled “A Small Sign of Hope,”
D.B. Mann’s video titled Revealing
Persephone, and Ben Mayer’s paint-
ing titled “Alchemy.”
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1 Year Warranty

Exposure Meters,
Electronic Flash
& Accessories

Ave (312)

X e AmEx

+ Hour FFax;

+27-5580 I
(312) 427-1808

Used Equipment:
35mm& New Equi t
Medium Fomat Rl andgr Photography GadgetBags &
Digital, 35mm, APS &
Most Witha Medium Fomat Books Backpacks

35mmé& : \

Medium Darkroom Supplies: Frames &

Format Paper, Chemistry, & Enlargers Photo Albums
Accessories

All This And Much, Much, More ...
Make Central Camera Your One Stop Source For All Your Photographic Needs

Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM - 5:30 IPM
Sat: 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM
W Take Passport Photos

Film & Processing,
Projection Bulbs

Digitat Film
Scanners,
Printers,
And Digital
Camera
Accessories

Tripods &
Lighting Equipment
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Apartments,
Sublets &
Roommates

Find an apartment, sublet
or roommate.
List Apartments & Sublets Free!

WWW .SUBLET.COM
All Areas! No Brokers!
1-877-FOR-RENT

CLASSIFIED ADS

BARTENDER TRAINEES NEEDED $250 a day potential Local
Positions 1-800-293-3985 ext. 260

APARTMENT FOR RENT 45th and Union Newly remodeled 6
room-2 bedroom, includes new appliances. Good area! Fenced \
yard and close to schools and church. $575 we run credit check-no
section 8. 773-255-3458

Faith Productions seeks male dancers for gospel musical play.
Pay included. Call Faith Diggs 312-666-0892

Valet Parking Attendant- Great Pay and Flexible Hours. Work in
fun atmospheres,nightclubs,restaurants,and hotels. Full and Part
time hours. 847-670-0871

Experienced professional secretary available for typing, proof
reading, re-works, etc. Call 708-647-8673; 773-610-4215 (cell) or
email: janisbiz@yahoo.com.

Visit: www.finestwheat.com/janisbiz.html. Good rates/fast turn
around. (References available)

South Loop spacious one bedroom loft. Hardwood floors, W/D in
unit, indoor parking, fireplace, granite counters, balcony, Jacuzzi
tub. $209,500. SRC:Ross, 773-575-5098

Lifeguards wanted for 2003 Summer In North Myrtle Beach No
experience necessary Apply www.nsbslifeguards.com

JOIN THE WAR ON CRIME! LADIES, DONT GET CAUGHT
OUT IN THE DARK ALONE! PROTECT YOURSELF!
WWW.SIGNALZERODEFENSE.COM SIGNAL ZERO DEFENSE
SPRINGHILL, FL. 34606 352-279-0349

Are you building your dream or someone else's? Own your
own business. No inventory, no telemarketing. Mentoring/training
provided. We're looking for key business minded individuals

to partner with. Are you willing to work harder for yourself then
for someone else. Change your family tree. 404-218-7714.

DePaul Area - 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath A/C no pets. Immediate or May
1 occupancy. Laundry Room on site $1545 Linda 630-574-8124

" PLACE A CLASSIFIED

AD TODAY! ONLY 25

CENTS PER WORD WITH
A $5 MINIMUM. CALL

312-344-7432 FOR

- MORE INFORMATION.

hnwestcomics.com

johnwestcomics.com jo

SoME MORE
FAN MAIL.

“DEAR MERVIN,

1T THINK M
STRIP 15 STURD
CARTOONIST (SN'T FUNNY
AND COULDN'T DRAW Hi$
WAY 0uT 0fF A Box."”

5

“I LOVE You FAT
RATo! YouR KIND OF
0BESE RODENT HUMOR
HAS BEEN MISSING
FoR FAR Too LoNG.”

%’Eic

“You RATS Look
LIKE DRUGGED-LP
DOGS, AND HE DRAWS
10»2 BovY PARTS

THOUGH PooRLYY
PRAWN, THIS (s ME

RATEULLY YouRs, You PO
UNDERSTAND THAT WE'RE
PRAWINGS, RIGHT?
2JKEEP REAVING AND Goob
LUCK WiTH ReALITY!

L FiRST 66T INTO FAT
RATS IN 86 AND HAVEN'T
LOOKED BACK SINCE!

CouLy WE Meet SoMETIMES
“RATFULLY YouRS™
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FREE TICKETS!

From the Director of “Best In Show” and “Waiting for Guffman”

BACK TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME, AGAIN.

MIEIIIY WINII

(L EATERTAENT e “AMGHTYWIAD" § CHISTOPHER GEST JONN ACRAELHIGEINS EVGRIELEYY JANELYCH

MIEHAE[ MKEAN CATHERINE 'HARA PARYER POSEY HAHHYSH[AHEH FREDVLLARD "% JVANSIUN St AOBERTLEGHTON
s JOSFHT GARRITY s ABLENE DONNELLY NELSON ™5 KARENURPHY "“'"“‘ ¢ CHTOPHER GUEST & ELGENELEVY
i P CHRITOPHER GUEST =@

wiww amightywindonline.com  America Online Keyword: A Mighty Wind  www casde-rock com

ORIAL SORGSWATTER PEFORMED Y: CSTOPHER GLEST/ JOHNMCHAEL GG EGEAELEY /MACKAEL AN, CATHERNE U HARA, ANETTE TOLE/ MHHYSHEMEI/ CLANSTON
SOUNDTRACALBUM ON DVEZ/COLOMBU/SORYMUSIC SOUNDTRAX

Stop by the Chronicle Office (Room 205, Wabash Building) and pick up a complimentary pass to attend a
special showing of A MIGHTY WIND on Tuesday, April 15th at Landmark’s Century Centre Cinemas.

| THIS FILM IS RATED "PG-13" FOR SEX RELATED HUMOR. |

Passes are available while supplies last on a first-come, first-served basis. One pass per person. Employees of all promotional partners,
their agencies, and those who have recelved a pass within the last 90 days are not eligible.

IN THEATRES WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16TH!
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“But now vou've killed Kirk and
you've killed Data (the popular
“Next Generation™ android charac-
ter in Nemesis), so when you watch
the old repeats, it isn’t as much fun
to watch these characters that you

April 7, 2003

‘Star Trek’ franchise

future unknown

By Allan Johnson
Tribune Wire Services

When “Star Trek” premiered in
1966, William Shatner, as Capt.
James T. Kirk, stated the Federation
starship Enterprise’s “five-year mis-
sion to explore strange new worlds,
to seek out new life and new civi-
lizations, to boldly go where no man
has gone before.”

When the spinoff series “Star
Trek: The Next Generation” pre-
miered in 1987, Patrick Stewart, as
Enterprise Capt. Jean-Luc Picard,
uttered the same manifesto,
reworked in part so that the “five-
year” mission became a “continu-
ing” one.

But five series, 10.movies and
countless book, cartoon and comic
book interpretations later, many say
the 37-year-old franchise’s “contin-
uing mission” may in fact be dis-
continuing, based in part on poor
box office returns for the movie Star
Trek: Nemesis and falling ratings for
the television series, UPN’s
“Enterprise.”

The “Trek” franchise is facing
new challenges to its popularity that
its prodycers, as well as industry
watchers and fans, believe are worse
than a war with the Klingon Empire.

“I think [producers] might want
to take a breath and reflect on what
they’ve done all these years,” said
Kate Mulgrew, who for seven sea-
sons played Starfleet Capt. Kathryn
Janeway on UPN’s “Star Trek:
Voyager.” “*Trek" fatigue” may be
partly to blame for the franchise’s
uncertain future,” said Starlog mag-
azine editor David McDonnell.

Understandable,  considering
there are hundreds of hours of
“Trek” television, starting with the
syndlcaled “Next Generation” in
1987, and continuing with the syn-
dicated “Deep Space Nine” in 1993,
UPN’s “Voyager” in 1995 and
UPN’s “Enterprise” in 2001.

And this doesn’t include the 80
episodes of the original NBC
1966-1969 series or NBC's
Saturday moming cartoon starting
in 1973 with the original actors
voicing their characters.

Some 10 years-after “Star Trek”
went off the air, Star Trek—The

Motion Picture bowed in 1979, the
first of 10 films that would deal with
two separate crews roaming the
galaxy in a massive spaceship bear-
ing the name Enterprise.

The film series generated more
than $1 billion.

However, Nemesis, the fourth
film to feature the “Next
Generation” cast, only made $43
million at the box office after its
December 2002 premiere, by far the
poorest showing for a “Trek” film.

“I don’t even know if Paramount
can even explain it,” said Paul
Dergarabedian, president of the
tracking firm, Exhibitor Relations,
of - Nemesis’ performance.
(Paramount officials wouldn’t com-
ment).

“It was very disappointing,” said
Rick Berman, executive producer
and guiding light of the franchise.
“The reason for it is very hard to put
a finger on.”

Besides a dwindling fan base that
is getting older, many questioned
opening Nemesis only a few days
before The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers, and a few weeks after
the huge opening of Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets.

“I think that could have hurt us,
but I don’t want to blame it on that,”
Berman said.

Meanwhile, “Enterprise” ended
its 2001-02 season averaging 5.8
million viewers, higher than the 4.6
million that tuned in to “Voyager”
during its last season on UPN.

But the series, about the first crew
of the starship Enterprise 100 years
before Capt. Kirk, is now averaging
4.3 million viewers.

Ratings are down across the
board for UPN, Dawn Ostroff, the
networks entertainment president

" admitted. Plus, the excitement for
““Enterprise’s” premiere has leveled

off.

“If you follow the pattern of
many of the ‘Star Trek’ series,
‘Voyager,” ‘Enterprise,” so-on and
so-forth, many of them have a very
similar pattern, in that they start off
in a very strong condition, and then
they start to come down and settle
into the core viewers,” Ostroff said.
“We were realistic about where the
numbers would be this year.”

Berman said that “Star Trek” sat-

Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures

The popular ‘Star Trek' character Data had his fate sealed when he
was killed in the latest film ‘Star Trek: Nemesis.’

uration is a reality.

“When ‘The Next Generation’
began, it was the first ‘Star Trek’
show in 20 years,” he explains.
“[Enterprise is] the fourth ‘Star
Trek’ show in 15 years.” Almost
600 episodes have been done since
“Next Generation,” he added. -

Between 1992 and 1999, there
were two “Trek” shows on the air—
“Next Generation” and “Deep
Space 9” from 1992 to 1994, and
“Deep Space 9” and “Voyager”
from 1994 to 1999. And as soon as
“Voyager” went away in the spring
of 2001, “Enterprise” followed in
the fall.

“It might have been a better idea,”
McDonnell said, “if ‘Voyager’ had
ended and ‘Enterprise’ didn't start
right up, even though ‘Enterprise’ is
good”—a notion Berman agreed
with.

“I’m just tired of learning about a
whole new set of characters with
new characteristics,” said Michael
Cornett, professor of communica-
tions at Loyola University, and a
“Trek” fan.

Kristine Huntley of Evanston, I11.,
moderates an “Enterprise” chat on
www.trekbbs.com. Talk among fans
is of “discontent” with the series.

“It’s kind of a little static,” said
Huntley, 25. “It’s just very the oppo-
site of the ideal of the original ‘Star
Trek,” which was groundbreaking,
and it would challenge people’s
ideas and do stories that
were really the allegories
of things that were hap-
pening in our world.

“On ‘Enterprise,’
they’re still doing space
stories, of course, but
they're not groundbreak-

BLUE

SHOW SCHEDULE
Wed+Thu 8pm

Fri 7+10pm, Sat 4,7+10pm
Sunday 4+7pm

Schedule subject to change.

“SEE THIS SHOW!"

— E! Entertainment News

STARTING MARCH 16 —
SUNDAY PERFORMANCES AT 1,4+7!

CONTACT INFORMATION
Box Office 773.348.4000
ticketmaster

ticketmaster.com
Group Sales 773.348.3300

312.902.1500

Man

GROUP

BRIAR STREET THEATRE 3133 North Halsted Chicago
1.800.BLUEMAN
Student Rush Tickets may be purchased at the box office with a valid student 1D 2 hours before show time.
2 tickets per 10. Subject to availability.

blueman.com

© 2003 Bius Man Producsons. lnc.
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ing, they're not thought-provoking,
they're not challenging to a viewer
and a viewer’s idea.”

Comett added that, “each series
has had to offer some things that
were new. And that would be a real
challenge to come up with some-
thing new now.”

In addition,
competition.

“It's not just ‘Star Trek’ any-
more,” McDonnell said. “Back in
the '70s, there wasn’t a lot of sci-
ence-fiction on television. So you
had to be bloody grateful that there
was ‘Buck Rogers in the 25th

the franchise has

Century.’
“There’s so much other science-
fiction on television” now,

McDonnell said of shows such as
“The X-Files,” “Buffy the Vampire
Slayer,” “Angel,” “Stargate SG-1"
and more.

“Star Trek’s” most visible pres-
ence is obviously through TV.
“Staying true to the heart of the fran-
chise while reinventing it is the key
to keeping a franchise viable for
years and years to come,” said
Thomas Vitale, senior vice presi-
dent-acquisitions, scheduling and
program planning for the Sci-Fi
Chennel.

“I think killing Kirk (in Star Trek
Generation) hurt the franchise a lit-
tle bit. Series that end bad don’t
always repeat or work as well in
syndication.

know end tragically.”

With all the talk about how
impaired the “Trek™ franchise is,
many still feel it is an enduring one
that can be a sustaining force for
years come.

“My ‘Janeway' answer to that
would be I certainly hope [the fran-
chise isn’t dying],” said Mulgrew,
who contends that “Trek” is “the
only science fiction on television
that is essentially mythology with a
moral epicenter.”

“1 think you will always see a
passion for the content,” said
Kathryn Thomas, assosciate direc-
tor for Chicago-based media buyer,
Starcom Entertianment. *“*Star Trek’
will continue to [have a presence in
licensing and merchandise] because
at its heart and core there is such a
loyal fan base.”

So for now, the viability of
“Trek” rests with “Enterprise.”

“1 think we’re turning in wonder-
ful programs” Berman said, “and |
think we made the right choice
doing a prequel, and going back to
the beginning, to the kind of Right
Stuff time where people are truly
going where no man has gone
before.”

“The re-imagining and re-creat-
ing and starting from a new point
has been, I think, a great shot in the
arm for it,” said Scott Bakula, who
plays Enterprise Capt. Jonathan
Archer on the series.

“How we go from here in year
two and move through, hopefully, a
few more years of this and take the
franchise to kind of a new place, is
really in the hands of Rick and
Brannon.” (Braga, the show’s co-
creator and executive producer with
Berman).

Bakula added, “Our mission was
a peaceful exploration. Well, that’s
great, but | don’t know that you can
build that kind of TV series in this
day and age for a long period of
time. So I think what you're going
to see is a different kind of energy
come into the show that’s gomg to
give it a little more weight.”

“..A Gritty, Futuristic Thrill Ride
That Definitely Delivers The Goods”

—Steve Ringgenberg, HEAVY METAL MAGAZINE
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Thursday, April 10, 2003
1:00-5:00 pm

Golumbia Residence Center
131 8. Plymouth Ct.

Testing provided by City of Chicago and B-HIV
For more information call Student Health Services 344-6830
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701 S. STATE STREET AT BALBO

SOUTH LOOP CLUB

A Tradition in the South Loog since 1988

izzeria | | o

Open late hours
7 days a week
Sunday-Friday till 4 AM
Saturdays till 5 AM

638 S. Clark + 312/427-2320 - Fax 312/427-2616
Delivery & Carry-Out * Open 11 “til 11 All Week

Also serving a full menuv of fabulous Italian specialties!

Off Any Large
Pat’s Pizza

with this coupon * delivery of carry-oul
onb Loupon per customer, per order ¢
Plaase mention this coupon when ordaring.

LIMITED TIME OFFER,
‘Mot offiliated with Pot's Piaze of 3114 1. Shatfield, J

World Famous Buffalo Wings
Featuring 12 Beers on Tap

| 312-427-2787

“The Best Burgers in C hicago

-
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Festival
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The Word of the Day is:
minuscule \MIH-nuss-kyool\

(adjective)
1: very small

PARIS For $303

EURAIL PASSES From $249
HIP HOTELS prom 918

(domestic and international)

Example sentence
Because John had a minuscule amount of money
saved for college, he went to work at UPS and received
up to $23,000 in College Financial Assistance.

*
enplore north america

USA = CANADA = HAWAII
backpacking, cruises, tours and more 3

PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS

Earn $8.50 per hour, with increases of 50¢
after 90 days and 50¢ after one year
Weekends & Holidays Off » Weekly Paychecks
Consistent Work Schedule * Paid Vacations
Excellent Benefits (Medical/Life & 401K)

Fare ia round trip from Chicage. Subject to change and
svailsbility. Tax not included. Restrictions and blackouts apply.

A NG : NORTHBROOK PALATINE ADDISON
: R M“ 2525 Shermer Road 2100 N. Hicks Road 100 S. Lombard Road
k ) of p
g i m":":: Pgiumms::vel branch. {Shermer & Willow Rds.) (Hicks & Rand Rds.) (Army Trail & Lombard Rds.)
Ph: 847-480-6788 Ph: 847-705-6025 Ph: 630-628-3737

”1 www.statravel.com STA TRAVEL

ONLINE >> ON THE PHONE > on CAMPUS > ON THE STREET

To inquire about part-time Package Handler opportunities,

s & please call our facilities direct, or call our 24 hour jobline at:
g 1-888-4UPS-JOB * Access Code: 4417 =R

EGG D o N o Rs (Este servicio telefonico esta disponible en espafol)
Learn’ Equal Opportunity Employer
N E E D E D Hnac Podig www.upsjobs.com/chicago ~ ®

Give the gift of life to an infertile couple

LUCRATIVE COMPENSATION for gualified individ
= Special need for Caucasian donors
= College educated preferred
= Between the ages of 20-30
» Completely anonymous

847.6 56.8733

For More Informa

- ¥ email: info@egg4l
‘F The Center for Egg Option

www. egg4d4l ]l com

Underground Cafe

600 S. Michigan - Basement
Mon. - Thurs. 8-6, Fri. 8-3

WELCOME BACK
FROM SPRING
BREAK!
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Scuba shop remains solid as economy takes dive

QO Magnum Scuba serves as South
Loop’s link to the ocean

By Lisa Balde
Assistant News Editor

There’s a portal to the ocean hidden in the South Loop.
Just two blocks west of Lake Michigan, around the comner
from the Bumham Park Pet Hospital and up a small, nar-
row stairway just off of East 11th Street, there’s a passport
to another world.

Thousands of miles away from the nearest ocean, Mike
Parnell’s Magnum Scuba—at 14 E. 11th St—has been an
unlikely fixture in the South Loop for eight years. And,
with the declining drop in the economy and a depleting
interest in travel after 9/11, maintaining a scuba shop can
prove to be a challenging endeavor.

At first glance, the colorful rack of travel magazines and
the deep blue underwater mural covering the wall in the
entrance of the shop could lead one to believe that
Magnum Scuba is simply a good place to book a cruise or
get some information on a traditional summer family
vacation to the Florida Keys.

But the plethora of photos filled with smiling divers that
are spread throughout the store gives it away.

Offering an array of diving classes and deep-sea expe-
ditions, Magnum Scuba caters to a niche that beckons just
enough mystery and intrigue to attract a-healthy clientele.
And that clientele can include anybody as long as they
show an interest in diving, according to Mike Parnell, the
owner of Magnum Scuba, who takes pride in the fact that
he and his small, dedicated staff will teach anyone how to
become a skilled diver no matter what their initial level of
their skill is.

“If you make a commitment to diving, we’ll make a
commitment to you,” said Mike Parnell, who has been a
certified master dive instructor for nearly 15 years and cur-
rently teaches diving at Northwestern University.

Parnell started his first “dive shop” in 1982 in
Maywood, 111. to take a break from life and put to use the
activity that he’s loved ever since he was a child.

At the time, diving was a popular pastime activity, so
Parnell doubled business and moved the shop to St. Croix.

Then, just over eight years ago, Hurricane Hugo hit the
island, and Parnell decided that it was time to move back
home to Chicago.

Sitting in the back office of the present Magnum Scuba,
the only one left remaining of his three stores, Parnell
seems like he runs the place virtually by himself. None of
his staff is on payroll. Working like “contractors,” Parnell
said, the eight or 10 people who have worked with him
since the 1980s get paid for the work that they do as they
do it. And Parnell stressed that, even though he facilitates
everything, they do a lot of the work—from running the
web site, to teaching classes, to hosting diving trips.

“I think it's a terrific shop,” said Evelyn Jones, a dive
master and travel coordinator at Magnum Scuba. “It adds
diversity to the South Loop that nobody else offers.”

Ted Melant has worked as an instructor at the shop since
1986. Parnell was the one who certified Melant to teach,
and the two have been friends ever since.

“I love the activity so much,” he said. “[Magnum
Scuba] is there to teach people to enjoy the underwater
world.”

Parnell’s love for diving is apparent as soon as he utters
the word. With a huge grin, he talked about his many trips
around the world as a diving instructor, the history of his
business and the large offering of programs he has to teach
anyone to learn and love to dive.

Even if someone walked in off the street—according to
Parnell, they often do—and said they wanted to dive,
Parnell would place them in a class the next day.

Beginners start out with classroom work and lectures to
prep them on the safety that an activity like diving con-
stantly demands of its participants. Students then hit the
pool for their first taste of a simulated diving experience.

Magnum Scuba offers seven- and three-day intensive
classes for basic diving certification, but if a student still
needs more work afier the sessions are over, Parnell will
continue to train them free of charge.

Every year, Parnell and his staff take groups of student
on diving trips all over the world. At the beginning of
every year, the Magnum Scuba asks their clients where
they would like to travel, and based on their suggestions,
the trips are set up. The last expedition explored the depths
of Thailand in 16 days for a cost of $2,700.

Parnell even offers a savings system for clients to book
a spot on the trip in advance and pay for it in small incre-

Brian Morowczynski/Chronicle
Mike Parnell, owner of Magnum Scuba, has been a

master diving instructor for nearly 15 years.

ments up until they go.

As a result of the decline in tourism Magnum Scuba is
one of the last scuba or dive shops left in Chicago. This
year alone, 11 shops have closed.

But, with a database full of customers and a 1,000-per-
son mailing list, Parnell feels comfortable with his store
being in the emerging South Loop neighborhood.

“We want to expand to the islands,” he said.

Once the economy brightens, Parnell aspires to use his
present store as a feeder for a store he plans to open clos-
er to the ocean. He also plans to put a diver boat in Lake
Michigan so his clients can finally explore the nearly
1,000 sunken boats beneath the lake’s surface.

“I'm living my dream,” he said.

A small group of about six activists gathered on March 18 to protest the killing of a
U.S. woman in occupied Palestinian territory two days earlier.
Rachel Corrie, 23, was run over by an Israeli bulldozer driver attempting to raze a

Palestinian home. The activists contend that Corrie was doing nothing to provoke the
attack, but a spokesman for the Israeli Defense Forces told Ha'aretz newspaper that she
was part of a group “acting very irresponsibly, putting everyone in danger.” Corrie was
wearing a red windbreaker in pictures taken by the International Solidarity Movement of
the event. She died from fractures’to her skull, legs and arms. :

Members of the ISM and other activist organizations demonstrated in front of the
Consulate General of Israel to the Midwest at 111 E. Wacker Dr., starting at noon. Hooshi
Dara, one of the protesters, held up a poster with pictures of Corrie—and several of her
d lued to it. ;

Matt Gaines, 26, said he organized the event. Gaines is a member of the Chicago
Coalition Against War and Racism, and said the protest was a call to the Israeli govern-
ment to investigate Corrie’s death. :

“Rachel’s death has hit many of us very hard,” Gaines said. “While we understand that
thousands of Palestinians have been killed, seeing someone who decided to give up
their own comforts here and risk their life to help the defenseless really brings home the
brutality of the occupation.” :

Brian Morowczynski/Chronicle

—Georgia Evdoxiadis

OFF the BLOTTER

® On March 13, $90 was stolen from
Movietime Home Video. 900 S. Wabash
Ave., according to Shane Stanley, an
employee at the store. The theft was report-
ed at 3:30 p.m.

@ A gas station in the 1200 block of South
Wabash Avenue was reportedly robbed on
March 16 at 7:50 p.m. But, no one at BP gas
station, the only business of that kind in the
area, could confirm that the incident
occurred.

Brian i
Studs Terkel honors scholarship winners, Meghan Just and Genna
Gintzig at the 14th Anniversary Studs Terkel Media Awards Benefit.

® A car was stolen from the First District
Police Department’s parking lot on March
19 at 1:45 a.m.

® Aggravated battery was reported in the
600 block of South State Street on March 15
at 10:13 p.m. A similar crime was reported
the same day in an alley in the 600 block of
South State Street at 3:30 p.m.

® On March 17, simple battery in the 600
block of South State Street was reported at

® A similar incident was reported on March
14. In the 600 block of South State Street,
more than $300 was stolen.

® Criminal trespass was reported at a gro-
cery store in the 1200 block of South
Wabash Avenue on March 14 at 4:24 p.m.
® A weapons violation occurred in the 600
block of South Wabash Avenue on March

14. It was reported at 7:39 p.m.
Compiled by Lisa Balde through data pro-

ronicle
9:15 p.m.

vided by the Chicago Police Department.




38 Columbia Chronicle April 7, 2003

Applications can be picked up in the Student Leadership Office (1104
S. Wabash) or the student organizational “hub” (Lower Level), .
Student Activities and Leadership Office (623 S. Wabash, 3rd Floor), \
or from your departmental senator. All applications must be turned in

no later than April 15 @ 5:00 pm.

SCA
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O Comiskey home plate,
curse of Billy Goat included in
sports nostalgia

By Nicole Caragiannides
Staff Writer

For those Chicago sports fans who want to
look back at the glory days, a new exhibit allows
them to admire six Chicago Bulls’ championship
trophies, the Chicago Bears’ Super Bowl and
NFL championship trophy and the Chicago
Fire’s championship trophy under one roof.

The Chicago Historical Society’s new exhibi-
tion “Chicago Sports! You Shoulda Been There,”
allows fans to take a nostalgic trip through
Chicago sports history.

The 6,000-square-foot gallery is divided into
four areas that represent the stadiums of
Chicago—Wrigley Field, Comiskey Park,
Soldier Field, and the Chicago Stadium/United
Center. The exhibition boasts an impressive col-
lection of Chicago sports memorabilia that soci-
ety officials said have never been shown togeth-
er.
“Chicago Sports™ is more than a collection of
pictures and trophies. The exhibits were
designed to remind people of their lives and
community during the time period.

“We didn’t want people to walk in and just see
artifacts—we wanted people to connect with the
stories,” said communications manger, Marty
Cusack. He said that “Chicago Sports” is the
result of five years of hard work by the employ-
ees of the CHS.

Some of the pieces shown are part of the CHS,
but many are on loan from the teams, private col-
lectors or, in some cases, the players themselves.

Walking into the exhibit, the first area high-
lights the history of Soldier Field. Although most
people picture the Chicago Bears when they

think of Soldier Field, the Bears did not start

playing there until 1970. The pictures on the wall
showcase some of the events the stadium hosted
before it became the home of the Bears, such as
rodeos and ski jumping. The section also holds
one of the two theaters that show a documentary
on the Chicago stadiums made by the History
Channel.

The next area is dedicated to Comiskey Park.
This section contains pictures of the 1919
Blacksox in court with their lawyers. It also has
Shoeless Joe Jackson's signed affidavit.

There are also pictures from the first All-Star
Game that was played in Comiskey in 1933,
which was originally held to attract fans from the
World’s Fair that was being held in Chicago at
the same time.

The exhibit features the home plate from the
old Comiskey Park, which was torn down in
1990 to make way for the park now known as
U.S. Cellular Field.

Through a corridor that is meant to look like a
CTA train car, you enter the Wrigley Field area.
Among interesting tidbits about the history of
Wrigley is the story of the curse of the Billy
Goat.

William Sianis went to the fourth game of the
World Series in 1945 with his goat, Murphy, and
was asked to leave; he was so upset that on his
way out he put a hex on the team. The Cubs went
on to lose that game and eventually the World
Series, the last time the Cubs made it to the
series.

The last part concerns the Chicago stadium. It
houses three autographed Michael Jordan jer-
seys, his Olympic team jersey, his Birmingham
Barons minor league baseball jersey and his No.
45 Bulls jersey. The Chicago stadium also host-
ed the Harlem Globetrotters who, despite their
name, were founded in Chicago.

The “Chicago Sports” exhibit will run until
Jan. 25, 2004. The Chicago Historical Society is
located at 1601 N. Clark St. Admission is $5.00
for adults, $3.00 for students (13-22) and seniors
(65 an older). For more information, call (312)-
642-4600 or visit www.chicagohs.org.

Pub stands up to gentrification

O Where ‘a workingman’'s
palace’ once stood, South Loop
Club remains

By Lisa A. Skoczen
Contributing Writer

Chicago’s South Loop has been home to many
businesses and restaurants that have come and
gone, but at least one building has stood the test of
time. Since 1988, the corner of South State Street
and East Balbo Drive has been home to the South
ll.),oop Club, a neighborhood restaurant and sports

ar.

The owners, Nick Vranas and his brother Leo,
purchased the building in 1986 after the building
had been vacant for 25 years. They fixed it up and
tried to sell it.

Due to the location and other factors, including
the Pacific Garden Mission at 646 S. State St., no
one would purchase it, Nick Vranas said. Instead,

Angela R. Simpson/Chronicie
Natalija Versinina and Thomas Jones are part of
the wait staff at the South Loop Club, a neighbor-
hood pub since 1988.

they turned the dilapidated property into a restau-
rant that served neighborhood and Loop patrons.

The top floors of the building, 701 S. State St.,
house the Carter Hotel, which rents rooms to sin-
gle-month tenants only.

The building’s history can be traced back to the
1930s, when an Italian family owned the property.
During the 1950s, the Carter Hotel was a “show-
boat lounge.”

“It was a working man’s palace,” Vranas said. “It
had dancing girls, [a] bar and entertainment.” Years
later, the first floor was changed into a barbershop.

The changing demographics of the South Loop,
along with Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley’s
avid plan to clean up the city, have spawned a gen-
trification effort in the South Loop.

“[The bar is] really misplaced demographically,”
said Joseph Belknap, a worker at the bar. “But it’s a
local establishment and it’s really busy at night.”

With the building of the condominiums along
State Street and the construction of the University
Center of Chicago, the South Loop is changing
drastically. Because of its proximity to the Pacific
Garden Mission, there are many homeless people in
the area.

“The homeless are a bother. Black, white, it does-
n’t matter,” Vranas said.

The clientele of the South Loop ranges from the
middle-aged to college students, neighborhood res-
idents to police officers and construction workers.

As the years progressed, Vranas said they
changed the menu to adapt to the customers’ liking.
Nights are the busiest time because it’s a sports bar,
especially when there are college or playoff games
scheduled.

Hanging on the wall is a large sign promoting a
college basketball game with beer specials and raf-
fles for those who come to waich.

On a typical Friday night at the South Loop Club,
patrons who are just getting off work will come in
to grab a bite to eat, hang at the bar and catch the
game.

“I recognize the regulars. I like talking to the
tourists,” said Cheryl Porter, a waitress at the
restaurant.

When there are events in the Loop, such as
parades, festivals and races, business booms.

Chris Coates

News Editor

The tourists were scared. Their trip up the Magnificent Mile
suddenly turned ugly. Now a cavalry of police vehicles, hors-
es, officers, protesters, camera crews and onlookers blocked
the route to their hotel. And they thought Baghdad was fear-
some.

Beneath the Water Tower, a homeless fellow made another
round. A police officer, clad in a flak jacket, smoked a ciga-
rette. The helicopters circled over Lake Michigan as thousands
of protesters became trapped. :

Looking at the steps (or lack thereof) that police officials
took in preparing for the protest, one would hardly know the
impact of Abbey Hoffman or the Haymarket Riots on
Chicago’s history.

Back in November, Chicago Police officials said they spent
weeks (and millions of dollars) strategizing exactly how they
would handle the onslaught of thousands of TransAtlantic
Business Dialogue protesters in the Loop. They planned and
they tested their theories at mock protests at O’ Hare.

And by the time the real protests rolled around, the Chicago
Police handled the thousands of demonstrators with calm,
authoritative might. No looting. No riots. Nothing. It was a
peaceful evening—the polar opposite of the events on March
20,

On that night—the first full day of U.S.-led attacks on
Iraq—tens of thousands took to the streets, initially at the
Federal Building, before closing Lake Shore Drive and amass-
ing at Chicago and Michigan avenues.

Pity the city and its officials—especially the city council,
which moved to oppose a war with Iraq.

If thousands came out of the woodwork for a meager busi-
ness meeting, who did Superintendent Hillard think would
come out for a declaration of war? Surely, the protesters
would simply have a latte and call it a night.

What happened was utterly predictable. When the United
States began an unprovoked attack on Iraq, some would
protest-—a privilege that is, for the most part, guaranteed by
the Constitution.

The only caveat is this: It cannot disrupt others. A simple
clause, one that is universally understood. Unfortunately, the
war protesters of March 20 violated this crinkle in the First
Amendment. What good would a protest be if it didn’t dis-
rupt?

And herein lies the 1_‘]f:rol'xham. With the protesters taking over
the streets and city officials caught utterly off guard, Chicago
police overreacted-—detaining more than 500 t‘cg)llm caught in
the mayhem.

Were the arrests justified? Perhaps. Did the police overre-
act? Perhaps. Was it right? Absolutely not.

But the scene at Michigan and Chicago avenues was, as
protests tend to be, awfully surreal.

At the foot of the Water Tower, the only significant structure
to survive the Chicago fire, and within the grasp of the snob-
bery of the Magnificent Mile, somehow—through some obvi-
ous tear in the cosmic lining of logic—10,000 protesters found
themselves trapped between a Walgreens and the Ralph
Lauren store.

But in all of the mayhem, something was potent about this
entire din and screaming: [t was democracy at work. Tourists
from North Dakota, working stiffs from Midlothian, college
students in every direction. No matter what side you're on, it
was an impressive sight.

However, the novelty will wear off. The anti-war faction
will realize that the troops are not returning. Their voice was
merely a whisper in the so-called movement to liberate Iraq

Indeed, the push should now move to supporting our
troops—a group that has more right than any of us to com-
plain about the rigors of war. This will be a hard pill to swa
low for the anti-war group. For some, the fact that a presider
who wasn't elected by them is sending us into a war that wa
n’t needed is a sad affair.

Then again, knowing your opinion wasn't heard by the Bu
administration should be nothing new. Just ask the United
Nations—they’re dealing with it right now, too.
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In a benefit on March
26, attendees honor the
21 victims who died in the
E2 nightclub stampede
last month with a benefit
concert entitied ‘Triumph
Over Tragedy Memorial
Benefit Concert.’

Sharon Pass (above)
sings Celine Dion's ‘My
Heart Will Go On" as part
of the memorial.

Yuneq'ka McNeal and
Wizdom Mahon (back-
ground, left) perform for
the crowd gathered to
hmor the patrons who

The concert was held at
Isaac Hayes restaurant,
739 N. Clark St.

DaShand Ray, a former
Columbia student, was
one of those killed in the

Gas fires sparking concern

Q Stations warn of
static electricity while
filling up

By Janille M. Miller
Contributing Writer

Some drivers get shocked when they
pull up to a gas station to refuel their vehi-
cles. Why? Not because of rising gas
prices, but because of a dangerous spark
that could result in a fire when refueling a
running car.

“Although it is rare, this is a serious
problem,” said Bill Fleischli, executive
vice president of the Illinois Petroleum
Marketers Association.

In the last few months, several people
have been seriously injured while pumping
gas into their cars, either while the engine
was on or while the key was turned to aux-
iliary.

In most cases, the driver places the noz-
zle on automatic and retumns to the car as
the tank refuels. When the pump stops, the
driver then reaches for the nozzle and a
static discharge occurs, igniting the vapors
and causing a fire.

First and second degree bums to the
face, hands and upper body are the most
common injuries sustained by fire.

In many instances, the vehicle complete-
ly caught fire and, in at least two cases
reported by the Petroleum Equipment
Institute, the pump and nearby building
were completely destroyed. There has also
been one death, according to the incident
report listed on PEI's web site.

In cities where winters are brutal, many
people sit in their cars to stay warm while
refueling their gas tank. According to a
March 2003 report by the PEI, most acci-
dents occur between November and
March. During winter months, the air is
drier and static electricity occurs more
often, which can spark a fire at the point of
refueling.

“There are currently no lllinois laws
mandating that gas stations display signs to
customers about static danger. It is com-
pletely up to the vender,” said Brenda Fox,
comptroller for the IPMA.

BP Amoco, headquartered in Chicago,
recommends turning off the engine before
refueling.

Riliwan Ojelade, assistant manager at a
BP Amoco gas station located at 1221 S.
Wabash Ave., said the static warnings have
been on pumps at his station since opening
last summer.

“All we can really do is post the wam-

ings on the pumps. They [the customers]
have to read the warnings and practice cau-
tion around the pumps,” Ojelade said.

Several fuel pump manufactures have
taken steps to prevent static sparks from
occurring at pumps. Accurate Tank
Technologies in Naperville manufactures,
services and installs gas hoses with static
discharge wires running through the hoses.

“This works if the tank being pumped
into is metallic, preventing the electrical
bonds from transferring to the nozzle,” said
Steve Berning, president of Accurate Tank
Technologies.

A measure that is currently being con-
sidered by gas stations is the use of anti-
static stickers located on each gas pump
that customers would touch before touch-
ing the nozzle. This would transfer any
static electricity that may be on the individ-
ual onto the sticker.

However, the anti-static sticker has not
gotten the stamp of approval from PEI
because of fears that the sticker will divert
the customer’s attention away from signs
warning about other hazards such as smok-
ing at the pump.

According to BP Amoco’s web site,
leaving the engine on can cause “electrical
leaks old spark plug leads or other
electrical wires can cause a spark.” There
have been about 100 reported cases nation-
wide of static spark fires_in the last four
years. Five cases have been reported in
Illinois.

“We want to keep those numbers down,”
Fleischli said. Before refueling, Fleischli
suggests taking a few extra minutes at the
pump to read the wamings that-may be

posted.

t'i'
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Despite mission move, radio show won’t be ‘unshackled’

D Emotional drama the basis
for longest-running show in radio
history

By Michael DesEnfants
Staff Writer

Although there is uncertainty about the future of the
Pacific Garden Mission, officials from the century-old
shelter said that “Unshackled” will continue to broadeast
its message acrons the globe every week

Over the last 52 years, "Unshackled,” the longest-run
ning radio show in broadcast history, according o its
web site, s recorded out of the Pacific Garden Mission
every week

The rehigious drama has aired 2,741 shows, according
to Dudley Donaldson, the program  manager for

Unshackled™ for the past five and a half years. While n
goond shate of stories have come straight from the mis
siom, many others have come from sources around the
wonld

The city has been trying for nearly eight years 1o move
the Vacific Ciarden Mission from its current location it
A6 S, State St according 1o Donaldson

Unshackled” 1s nerw heard on 150 stations sround the

world, in 147 different countries and in four languages.

Donaldson said he is sure that the show has touched
more lives then he will ever hear about,

“We hear over and over and over again from people
that say the show relates directly to their lives. That their
suffering had been changed because they prayed to
Christ,” he said

The idea for “Unshackled” came from Harry Saulnier,
who was the superintendent of the homeless shelter over
50 years ago. He believed that there were people outside
of the mission that needed help, Donaldson said.

“It was his desire to be able to reach people outside of
the mission. To help them with anything they needed.
Back then, the homeless were troubled with alcoholism,
They were ,ul\h ws, hopeless, and [Saulnier] had the
fuc Juc en 10 help,” he said,

Donaldson said that Saulnier believed that the hope
less needed o slice of religious faith; to let the faith of
Jesus Christ into their lives

Saulnter's iden turned into a half-hour radio show that
would take storles of recovery and use emotional drama
an o form of bhroadeast entertalnment In 1950,
“Unshackled” alred on WON-AM and continued to alr
live for five years, Donaldson snid

Donaldson sald the show i still recorded and pre
formed the way it wis S0 years ago——in front of an audi
torium of people ot the State Streot mission

“In the beginning, we had about four or five actors,

someone playing keyboard, a sound effects person, and,
back in those days, that meant banging anything that
made a sound.

“The announcer/director tells the story of someone’s
life. How they grew. Where they came from and how
they got there.. .the alcohol abuse and at what point of
the struggle they heard the gospel,” he said.

Although many of the stories face the same struggles
of drugs and alcohol abuse, Donaldson said that “every
story is different, and every life is different.”

And, although the city has plans to expand the neigh-
boring Jones College Prep onto the mission grounds,
Donaldson said that “Unshackled™ and the mission are
optimistic they will relocate and continue.

“We are not concerned with the city. We are contident
that God is in control, not us or the city. Whether it is
here or someplace else, God has a plan,” he said.

“Unshackled™” is recorded in the auditorium of the
mission, and Donaldson urges Columbia students to
attend the Saturday evening recording. The show airs on
Sundays at 6 p.m. on WMBI FM.

"People have come from all over the country to see the
production,” he said. Donaldson said that a woman
recently visited the radio show's set to celebrate her
birthday.

For more information on “Unshackled™ or the Pacitic
Glardon Mission, visit the web site at www.aunshack
led org
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