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El VITAL PICK OF THE WEEK | DECEMBER 14, 1998 |

to grow or develop. 3. Physical or intellectual vigor: energy.

vitality n. 1. The characteristic that distinguishes the living from the n&alid’ 1B DG FPacity
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Deborah Cox gets her “Wish”

By LaWanda Bryant duet with lead singer R.L. from Next. You know
Corresponden him as the cute, younger looking version ol Teddy
Riley from Blackstreet and former group Guy. “We
IFor those ol you who have been sleeping on the  Can't Be Friends,” also co-produced by Jordan, is a
R&B scene, you may not know that 23-year-old — song about hreaking up and trying to fight whatever
Arista recording artist Deborah Cox has come out  still keeps your heart warm for that person.  Yes,
with her sccond album alter three years.  This  we've all been there also. “Couldn’t We™ is anoth-
Canadian singer has produced an album that 1s sure e, you guessed ity love song about (rying again.
to please the ballad junkic, such as mysell. While this didn’t appeal to my taste, it's still worth
Cox’s new album “One Wish™ is number one on - listening to. The next song, the title track, “One
the Billboard R&B Charts and number five on the  Wish™ is a pretty laid-back cut produced by DJ
Billboard Hot Charts. 1t provides the listener with a - Quik, and you Quik fans will recognize the beat
mix ol dance right away.
cuts, along with Another  slow
“curling up with single put in the
your honey” ¥ calcgory with the
type music. | alorementioned
personally  like “We  Can’t Be
the slow  culs Friends™ i "l
oflered: such as Won't Give Up.”
the second track It has a nice, slow,
Ylv's Over relaxing beat with
Now,” produced just a little bass
by Kay-Gee of tweeting  in the
Naughty By background, dcfi-

Nature (also nitely a favorite of
producer of | minc.  The song

after is “One Day
You Will" a slow
song that can be
associated with the
many I Will
Survive™ Lype
songs we hear so
often on the radio.

The album ends
with  the  remix

Next). This
somewhat  mid-
lempo  song s
aboul a woman
who has put up
with a man that
she has basically
had enough ol
It is followed by
the first  plat-

mnum single dance version ol
from the album “Nobody’ s
“Nobody Supposed To Be
Supposed To Be Here,” you're sure
Here.” Let's to hear it in the

local club scene,
Finally, Cox
rounds cverything
up with a dance
mix named
“Things Just Ain’t
The Same.™

Although  Cox
left us hanging for
that makes you awhile, she came
forget what you - . i though and gave
were mad about. the people, or at
This track was co-written and produced by singer  least the ballad junkics, what they wanted, and that’s
Montel Jordan. If you watch music videos, MTV or  the name of the business.

lace it, we've all
been in that
heartbroken
stalc when we
didn’t want (o
be bothered with
anyone, and
along comes
that  somebody

23-year-old Deborah Cox is quietly making a name for herself
on the R&B scene with her new album “One Wish.”

BET, or listen to the radio, you’ve heard this song. I you would like to know more about Cox, you
IU's only being played every day, at least every two  can visit her website at www.deborahcoxonline.com
hours. and her link at Arista (found on her website).

The next cut, which is onc ol my favorites, is a
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Vital Pick of
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oy Patricomwash | bars in the Chicago area and drink until you vonit |

Patrick M.Walsh bars in the Chicago arca and drink until you vomi

Managing Lditor mto your Santa hat. All this and more for only $20!
Call John at (773) 929-0944 for tickets. .
“Tis the scason o be jolly! What a cruel state- All this pales in comparison o the cvents at

ment, whoever came up with this saying never had _ Club Foot, 1824 W. Augusta Blvd. Thursday, Dec.
to find Elmo dolls and FFurbics. They never had to A 17, “Kissmas,” is coming to town. You heard
I plan holiday partics or were forced (o listen 1o the right, the musical stylings of Kiss will help
brain numbing jingle ol “Welcome to my World,” bring out your holiday cheer when DI
I al FAO Schwartz. Christmas time is an exhaust- Don Hedeker and Joe Wislak break

ing time that makes ceveryone lose a lit- out the vinyl and play all the great
tle hair. 1 say, Christimas, Bah-
Humbug!
Fear not Taithlul readers, all is not lost, |
l ami here 1o puide on a break from all your hol
iday shopping and indulge in Chicagoland
holiday’s “spirits,” or watering holes as they
have come to be known. So pul on your Santa
hasl and make sure that your boots arc on tight,
hecause we are going on a “Christimas

ballards of the Amernican (reasure
known as Kiss.
Bud and Bud Light will be priced
alt $1.50, a price so cheap you will be I
able 1o pee your name in the snow
three times over.

Christmas does not have (o be a I
s Us only as heetie as you mike
. So go out and find that Furby and

sender” start mixing (the egp nog, but save
I Hog Head McDunna’s is holding its annual time (o have fun,
Santa Hat Pub Crawl, Sunday Dec. 20, Enjoy mak Enjoy Christmas for all its cheer and beer, cause

g o spectacle ol yoursell parading to six different after all, isn't that the true meaning of Christnas?
N S S ST S SN DN SN SN SN DR S G S B B - —
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Concerts in Chicago this week and beyond

>

Man or Astroman?
with The Causcy Way
Monday December 14
Lounge Ax

AL
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy

Wednesday December 16
House of Blues

Dave Matthews Band
with Maceo Parker
Saturday Decmeber 19
United Center

Blue Meanies
with Oblivion, The Tosscrs, The Baltimores
and Elcetric Summer .
Wednesday December 23
Metro

The Roots
New Year's Eve
Congress Theatfre

Chris Isaak
with New Radicals and Better Than Ezra
New Year's Eve
House of Blues

Morphine
with The Lonesome Organist
New Year's Eve
Riviera Theatre

Mighty Blue Kings
with Andrew Bird’s Bowl of Fire
New Year's Eve
Vic Theater

Glenn Underground
with Vie Lavender and Darrel Woodson
New Year's Eve
Smart Bar

Frodl &
Method Man & Redman

Tuesday January 5
House of Blues

LTJ Bukem
with MC Conrad, Tayla, MC DRS & Blame
Sunday January 10
House of Blues

fas
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Music REVIEWS

INDIE 500:

—THE TRACKS OF ‘98

By Michael ()’Brien
Staff Writer

Well, here it is, the long-awaited list
ol the top independent music songs of
the year. Hours ol research, phone sur-
veys and numerous interviews with the
security guys at Metro were utilized in
sclecting the worthy songs, but in the
end it just came down to what | kept in
my CD player most of the year.

1. "Bad Diary Days,” Pedro The
Lion. Apparently, David Bazan’s girl-
friecnd went o a movic with some other
guy last year. David found the ticket
stub in a desk
drawer, sat down
and wrolc a song
about it. His gen-
tle, comlorting
voice sounds gen-
uinely conlused
and hurt through-
oul the song, Al
first he gives her
the benefit of the
doubt, but when
he confronts her
about it things go
bad. *“The break-
fast cereal talked
more than we did
all  day long,”
Bazan sings over
the shuffle beat
and Jonathon
Ford’s understated bass playing. To
finish ofT, Bazan jumps on the clectric
guitar and turns the song's gentle guitar
rifl into a blazing crescendo, letting off
all the frustration this untrustworthy
woman created

2. “First Day Back,” Braid. Bust
out that old Superchunk t-shirt, roll
down the car window and sing along
with this onc al maximum volume.
This was the song ol the summer it
made punk and emo sound new again.

3. “Go Away,” Mark zcl. “The

prison guards just try and scll me these
little yellow pills, they say they' 1l cover
up the pain ol a wound that ncver
heals.”  Mark Eitzel is the greatest
songwriter alive. Backed by a member
ol Sonic Youth and Yo La Tengo on
this song, there is no way he can go
wrong. This onc is a lol more up tempo
than most ol Eitzel's work and it’s a
welcome change.
“New Birds,” Arab Strap. This
isn't a song. It's an experience. The
listener becomes lead singer Aidan
MolTat for 6 minutes. You arc walking
in his shoes, you're trying to decide
whether or not to betray your girlfriend
and sleep with this girl.  Every lyric,
cvery note of music will grab a small
bit ol your past and remind you ol the
places and people in your life. IUs sim-
ply the greatest merger of words and
music I've ever heard.

5. "Dressed up Like Nebraska,”
Josh Rouse. “All of your demons restin
my space,” sings Rousec — and all of a
sudden the tired genre ol country rock
singer-songwrilers scems alive again.
Rousc knows that country music is best
when it’s done up proper, so he breaks
out a trombone, cello and trumpet for
this song. He succeeds in building up
an acoustic - based song into a full
blown masterpicce

6. “Beyond Repair,” Silkworm.
The first time you hear this song, you'll
fall on the Moor with laughter.  Andy
Cohen trics 1o sound all deep and
mcaninglul while singing lincs like
“Who wants to fall in love with a
whore?  Not me, less you, least of all
Winnic the Pooh.” The second time
you hear it you'll realize the killer
music behind all the madness.

7. “Overcome By Happiness,”
Pernice Brothers, Pure pop beauty.
Former Scud Mountain Boy Joe
Pernice teamed up with his brother Bob
and created onc of the truly special
musical
1998. This song, and
the entire album, man-
ages (o consistently
achicve a level of well-
produced, sublime
magic rarely heard on
an independent record

8. “Photograph,”
The Aluminum Group.
Frank and John Navin,

The Aluminum
Group’s  two  lead
singers  are  both
blessed with  the

smoothest voices since
legendary jarzz singer
Johnny Hartman. The

lact that their song-
writing and musical

chops are also lirst rate

is just a bonus. This is the kind ol tune
that cven your grandparents will enjoy.
9. “Tonite It Shows,” Mcrcury Rev

[ can’t actually belicve 1 like this
Overly quirky music rarely does any-
thing for me, but for some reason
Mercury Rev is able to pull it off. IU's
probably the top notch songwriting that

docs it. “The way you were the day we
met, the way I lit your cigarctie, the
way it changed into a strange Cole
Porter phrase.” Those are the kind of
lyrics that can make Mercury Rev spe-
cial. They always make sure they have
a good solid song before they start
throwing wacky stull in, and that
sccures Mercury Rev's status as the
best off-kilter band since the Flaming
Lips.

10.  Every song put out on Touch
and Go this year - The greatest record
label in Chicago, America and the
world.

Above:

Andy Cohen, of
Silkworm, scems
happy with being
number six on
the Indie 500 list.
Left:

The guys in
Mercury Rev
made the top ten
with **Tonite It
Shows,” a song
that features
“*top notch song-
writing.”

moments of

Swimming up (and
down) the mainstream

By Lawrence Benedetto
Aris & Entertainment Fdior

Singles arc the songs that give you an
impression of an artist. Singles are the ones
you remember. Last year, il was a “Scmi-
Charmed™ kind ol summer. There wasn't a
rock heavy cnough (o crawl under where
you couldn’t hear the incessant “Doo doo
doo, doo doo-doo doos™ echoing across the
airwaves.

He's not dead. I'm telling you, Tupac (or
Makaveli, or whatever he wants to call him-
sell) is living in the Alps somewhere, and
soon enough, maybe in 1999, he will reap-
pear with the phattest hip - hop record ol all
time!

Now for the fun part. Some music has a
way ol bringing out a sheer hatred from
deep inside ol me.

Here is what | hated about 1998:

“Torn,” Natalie

This ycar was [ull ol
highs and lows, just like any
other ycar in the mainstrcam
o music consciousncss.
Some singles made me get
up and dance. Others made
me want lo vomil.

In no particular order,
here is what 1 loved about
1998:

“Rockafeller Skank,”
Fatboy Slim. Sure, he may
not be the purest DJ on the
market, but he gets to the
point. “Right about now, the
funk soul brothers.™

“Jump Jive An” W,
Brian Sctzer Orchest
love my Gap Khakis.

i’
Lo |
hey

ly Away,” Lenny Kravitz. He may
have shaved off those awesome dreads, but
Lenny can still lay down some great licks

“Intergalactic,” Beastic Boys. "Il you
try to knock me you'll get mocked / 1" stir
fry you in my wok.” That is the lyric ol the
year.

“My Way,” Usher. This kid has the skills
to be a huge star, and “My Way™ has (0 be
the smoothest jam ol the year.

“Crush,” Dave Matthcws Band. MTV
and the radio (except for XRT) did no justice
by chopping this onc apart, cutting it down
by almost three minutes. But when | hear
that opening bass line, I start to melt almost
immediately.

“Too Close,” Next, | just love getting
Jiggy to this song, And speaking ol that....

“Gettin® Jiggy Wit 16, Will Smith,
There's no two ways around il. Big Willic
put out the best dance track of the year. And
I can’t stop saying that I've got o gel jiggy
with everything.

“London Rain (Nothing
You Do),” Hcather Nova. She is one ol
those “flirst-track-wonders.” On her previous
album “Oyster,” “Walk This World™ was a
great lead into a less-gratifying complete
record. It is the same way with her 1998
clfort, “Siren.” Nova puts the best song first,
and leaves only a few highlights scattered
across the rest of the album. I must admit
that I liked this song even more alter it was
used as the “Dawson and Jocy Song”™ on
“Dawson’s Creek.”

“It’s All About Me,” Mya. [1Us all about
her, her, her, her, her.

“Walking After You,” Foo Fighters,
What a nice song. That is about the only
thing I can say about it. While listening to it,
I just felt really nice all over.

“Doo  Wop (That

Heals Me Like

Imbruglia. This song was
much better in 1995 when

a Los Angeles  band
called Ednaswap played
it with the enthusiasm
and wailing guitars nec
essary to make 1l an alt-
radio hit. But nobody lis-
tened, and three years

later it has come 1o this: a

sappy pop song sung by

an Australian soap star.
“I Don’t Want to

Miss a Thing,”
Acrosmith.  Please. |
mean, did you see the
video for this? It was a
two-and-a-hall hour
wiaste ol moncy called

“Armageddon.”™ Yikes

“Sex and Candy,” Marcy Playground
Perhaps the worst song ol the year, Marcy
Playground hit it big with lyrics like “*Mama
this surely s a drcam, yeah.” 1 ncarly shot
many a speaker after hearing the first live
seconds ol this one and I'm glad to sce they
are linally starting to go away.

“The Way,” Fastball. Another radio sta-
ple this ycar, but certainly not one of my
favorites. 1 can’t remember how many times
I had to change the station alter hearing the
start of this son

“Flagpole Sitta,” Harvey Danger, Could
this song be any more annoying? 1 just wish
this
guy

“Torn” apart: Natalie Imbruglia

would shut up.
he Boy Is Mine,” Brandy and
Monica. This song might have made these
two young divas as angry as it made me.
The rumors ol a catlight between them con-
tinue to swirl. If the rumors are true, they
ought 1o just set up a ring on the UPN and
have the ladies duke it out alter “*Mocsha.”
“Lullaby,” Shawn Mullins. He docsn’t
sing, but instead speaks through the verses
the way Lou Reed has done for many years.
He's not Lou  Reed

Thing),” Lauryn Hill. L-
Boogic took time out from
her fellow Refugee All- §
Stars 1o create one of the
best albums of the ycar.
“That Thing” was the sin-
gle that I couldn’t get out
ol my head, but | didn’t
mind it being there.

“Inside Out,” Eve 6.
Onc ol the few good tunes
to come out ol the Q101
ranks this summer.

“You Get What You
Give,” New Radicals. The
lead singer has Marilyn
Manson after him now and
that is good cnough for
me

“Changes,” Tupac
Shakur. Puily ripped oll
The Police, so when Tupac reached for his
copy ol Bruce Hornsby and The Range, 1t
scemed like the next logical step. Yes, this is
a new single, and 1 think it proves what ['ve
been thinking about for the past two ycars

Dan Wilson of Semisoni
Are you closed yet?

rything’s gonna be
all right™ if they stop
playing this song on the
radio.

“My Heart Will Go
On,” Celine Dion. Do |
have o explain?

“Closing Time,”
Semisonic. These guys
are this year's version ol
Better Than Ezra, and
that is not nceessarily a
“Good™ thing (sorry, |
couldn™t help it I know
i's not the worst song ol
the year, but do I have w
hear it every time | am
lorced 1o leave a bar?

Well, that seems like a
fitting end to my rants
and raves. And that just about does it for this
year in the mainstream. | hope that we don't
have o party like 1t’s 1999 too much next
year, because 1 might have to get angry
again,
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

12/14: AIDS patient Jeff Getty
receives a baboon bone marrow
transplant in 1995
12/15: A Long Island woman sues
I Mike Tyson in 1988 for grabbing her
buttocks
12/16: Shannen Doherty is fired
from Beverly Hills, 90210 in 1993
12/17: Tiny Tim weds Miss Vicky on
the Tonight Show in 1969
12/18: Chris Farley dies in 1997 at
age 33
12/19: MV drops Prodigy’s “Smack
My Bitch Up” video in 1997
12/20: Donald Trump and Marla
Maples wed in 1993

ISTOR

Shis is a big

red bor.

Jennifer Kreitz gets a prize for the

an editing job for me, which excites me to no end! And

www.CCCHRONICLE.COM

Wednesday Thursday

Friday/Saturday

YOUI SAYIT'S YOUR BIRTHDAY

12/14: Patty Duke, Gammy (Ashley’s
Grandmother)
12/15: Tim Conway, Helen Slater
(Supergirl/Billie Jean)
12/16: Steven Bochco, Benny
Andersson of ABBA
12/17: Milla Jovovich, Mike Mills of
R.EM.
12/18: Brad Pitt, Steven Spielberg,
Krispi (Ashley’s sister)
12/19: Alyssa Milano, Daryl Hannah
12/20: Chris Robinson of the Black
Crowes, Patty Smith

Is your birthday coming up? Let us

know, heck, send a picture of your-

self if you'd like, and we’ll put you
on our list.

Joozer Claus says: “Come sit on my lap and

tell me if you've been naughty or nice

WE HAVE A WINNER!!!

best (and only) response to last
week’s trivia question, “Who's
Your Daddy?”:

My new daddy is Don Sniith, an instructor here at
Columbia College in the Film/Video Department. He's
ny fabulous advisor and he’s taught about four of my
last film classes. Most importantly, he just hooked up

he always wears cozy sweaters.

Congratulations, Jennifer!

DAILY PLANNER CORRESPONDENCE

This page s brought to you by Chis Richert and Ashley Willard, who mn be

reached at 312-344-7432. Yhey've almaost always in the Chronicle Dﬁ‘ttt_,r :

use the commputers i the office, so you can e-mail them at
AdsC hronicétaol.com. They're not sure how to use the fax machine, but you

Tuesday for the following week's paper. Otherwise you might
confuse them, and the last thing we need is another str.ught_;.wlwt cpasode

which is i the Wabash building, room 205, Sometimes they're allowed to

can fax them ar 317-344 8032, Be sure 1o get your info to them by 5 pam.
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