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New program to improve 
recycling efforts at Columbia 
By Doug Hansen 
Correspondent 

Five new blue recycling cans have made an appear
ance this semester at Columbia. They are located in 
both the student and faculty lounges on the I lth floor 
of the 624 S. Michigan 
building, as well as the 
Underground Cafe in the 
600 S. Michigan build
ing. The Wabash build
ing houses the other two; 
one in the Hokin Gallery 
and the other in the 
Annex. 

T he plastic recepta
cles, for aluminum cans 
only, are the result o f an 
effort to improve the 
school 's recycling pro
gram. The effort is com
ing mostly from 
Columbia students who 
are concerned with the 
way the school handles 
its waste. 

Claude Wi lley, a 
member of the Time Arts 

money allotted to the student organization from the 
school. 

The bags inside the big blue bins are checked regu
larly and once full of cans, are taken out, eventually 
making its way to the Creative Reuse Warehouse, 
where they are recycled by their Resource Center, a 

not-for-profi t pick-up ser-
., vice contracted to 
~ Columbia. 
f With the new program 
..c making steady progress, 
~ the powers that be at 
; Columbia are encouraged. 
"" This means that the school 
~ will be footing the bi ll next 
~ semester in the purchase of 
= even more cans. 

Community s tudent orga- . 
nization, attended a meet- m the Torco 

e That was the original 
plan, to get something 
going, catch the school's 
eye with it, and have "the 
school" take it over. 
Willey knew that he could
n' t simply march into the 
president 's office and 
demand a revamped recy
cling program, that some 
kind of example needed to 
be set. " It was a catalyst to 
get things going," he 
remembers, and things ing of the TAC at the end · · · · · · . .._. · ·· ·· · ..... · 

of 1997's fall semester. After the meeting, he noticed 
all of the garbage going into one container, and this 
weighed heavily on his conscience. 

Willey, tired of seeing people complain about the 
school and not do anything about it, decided the best 
way to remedy the failed effort at a recycling program 
already in place was to take the initiative himself. He 
approached the Environmentalists of Columbia 
Organization about getting involved with such a reme
dy. 

Shortly thereafter, Joanne Harding at the Provost 
office was helping ECO purchase five new cans with 

have gotten going indeed. 
Going from recycling only clean white paper to 

everything in the garbage, albeit a quantum leap. is the 
ultimate goal of this program. It would not only 
behoove the environment to recycle our waste, but the 
school stands to save some serious money as well. 

Flood Brothers Waste Removal handles the hauling 
of the school's trash at a cost of roughly $2000 every 
month, according to Willey. This figure is dependent 

See Recycle, page 2 

Lack of campus day care a problem 
for some Columbia students 
By Tasha Lynette C lopton 
Correspondent 

When Monique Smith, a junior a Columbia Colle 
ge wakes up, she does more than shower, get dress
ed, eat and run off to class. She has to do this for 
two. As a sing le mother of a three-year-old girl and 
full-time college student, Smith has little time to 
relax. 

" First thi ng in the morning, Jazelle is waking me 
up for cereal. Depending on what day it is, fo r 
instance, if I have a later class, I have to wake her up. 
It's a hassle because she doesn' t want to get up. She 
whines a lot. 

In addition to the roles of mommy, playmate, 
provider and guidance counselo r to her 
three-year-old, Smi th also plays student and employ
ee and seldom has time for herself. 

However, she scrapes time together to be actively 
involved as creative advisor and treasurer of the 
Columbia College Association of Black Journalists. 

So would a campus day care program help Smith 
as well as other mothers and fathers who attend 

Features 

Diane Krueger 
reviews 'The Idiot ' 

Page 14 

Columbia? Smith says definitely and offers a few 
suggestions. 

S ince Columbia has instituted child care in its cur
riculum, they could use the students to gain life expe
rience in the classroom. She said that in its expan
sion, some of Columbia's un-used classrooms may 
go overlooked. 

"Vacant rooms in the Wabash campus could be 
used for child care. I mean if Oakton Community 
College can do this, so can Columbia. Those parents 
willing to use the day care could have the costs incor
porated into their tuition." 

After getting her child and herself dressed, she 
makes the short drive from the far north-side to 
Evanston where Jazelle attends the Total Child 
Center. 

" I rush to class. I'm in class all day and most 
times, I have no time to pick my own child up from 
school," Smith explains. "So her uncle or father 
picks her up and drops her off at my mom's. 
Meanwhile I' m off to work for a few hours." 

See Child Care, page 2 
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Class of 1998 valedicto
rian, Abbott prepares 
for the biggest day of 
his life: Graduation 

Tiffany Golis 
Staff Writer 

As tbe 1998 valedictorian Basil Abbott prepares to 
guide graduating seniors through h is words of wisdom in 
his commencement speech on June 7, one of the most dif
ficult changes graduates face is the-transition from college 
life to the real working world . 

After a su~eess:ful academic career at Columbia College 
he focused his tim e on a degr~. in S ound with a concen
tration in ReCording/ Abbott is iiow interning at Chicago 
Trax's Recording Studio. and would like to pursue a future 
career as a freelance engjneer for music,c focusing on pop 
rock orientation, but he doesn't want to limit himself. 

Abbott said he 'attended other colleges but this is his 
firsi degree, and he wanted to make the experience worth 
while and put his all into school. He was able to hold a 
full-time job arid classes holding a 4.0 GPA throughout his 
four years at Columbia. Abbott said "I t was so hellish." It 
was also a struggle with a self-searching process. 

Steve Russell Thomas, associate academic dean, said 
the requirements to be a Valedictorian is a combination of 
the grade point average, the number of hours taken at 
Columbia and recommenda.tio.ns from tbe department. 

His internship at Chicago Trax's is a positive experi
ence that he hopes turns into a jOb for him and he sai.d " I 
want to stay in the industry!'> 

Abbott said BUJ !fayasbi from , the Liberal Education 
Department was an · · ion'irt•'!Jis studies at Columbia 
as he tOOk: a claSs:< hfd~r/?pidtual Development, 
Abbott said "It keep, rikiJigand it was a deep experi-
ence." .::/ _:-. · 

Abbott received the. call from Thomas as he told he was 
chosen to be ihe J 998 Valedictorian, he said "I was at 
work in a noisy environment and· it didn't sink in until l 
was teJJing everyone at work, I was c hosen to be 
Valedictorian." Abbott said ''I wondered how many people 
before me turned it down because they didn't want to write 

See Valedictorian, page 3 

Congratulations 
Class of 1998! 
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Programs for high school 
available over the summer 

students 

By Elv.ira Beltran 
Staff Writer 

the High School Summer Institute at Columbia College. 
Throughout the years, this program has been proven suc_cessful as 

a high percentage of the students return to enroll at Col~mbta College 
after attending the summer mstttute. A whoppmg 533 htgh school stu
dents registered to attend the summer institute last year. SurJ)risingly, 
70 percent of participants from last years summer institute have 
returned to enroll this past fall at Columbia College. 

Fun summer programs offered at Columbia: Do you know what 
you 're doing this summer? Some kids do. During the school year, 
stress can be noticeable from many college students within Columbia 
College. When summer comes around though, suddenly stress con
verts into smiles and laughter by kids participat
ing in summer programs offered here at 
Columbia. 

From kids aged nine through high school, 
many enjoy their summer by participating in con
struc tive summer programs here at Columbia 
College. During the months of July and August, 
kids between the ages of 9 and 14 participate in 
the Summer Arts Camp which lets them explore 
visual media and the performing arts. 

Amy Braswell, assistant director of the camp, 
has been running the program for the past few 
years. 

"One of the great things about this program 
are the benefits of exposing kids to art at an early 
age," said Braswell. "It builds children's confi
dence and personality development." 

"Not only do they come here, they stay 
here,"said Bonnie Lennon, Assistant Director. of 
Admissions and Coordinator of High School 
Summer Institute. With a wide variety of courses 
offered, it does not only attract the attention of 
local students but from all over the world as well . 
"We had students from Turkey, Indonesia, 
France and the Bahamas come to attend the 
Summer Institute. We also have inquiries from a 
lot more di ffe rent places as well," said Lennon. 

Students participating in the summer institute 
gain many benefits. Not only are they able to 
explore career options not easily obtainable thru 
their high school but they also earn college cred
it. Also, professionals teach the students hands
on, not directly from a book. In addition, stu
dents can take advantage of the cultural 

The Summer Arts Camp program is divided into four sections: 
visual arts, writing and music, performing arts, and media arts. 

resources that the City of Chicago has to offer. 

Included in their summer program, campers are let in on extra fun 
by going on field trips each week which are relevant to the topics they 
currently are working on. Such a trip involved past campers in the 
visual arts to view exquisite gallery tours to enhance their learning 
experience. A different program which targets high school students is 

"This is a great chance for prospective students to expose them
selves to the arts ... try our faci lities ... and see if it is cost effective," said 
Terry Miller, Director of Admissions. It also lets them indulge them
selves in the arts and makes them realize dreams also comes with hard 
work and dedication. 

Columbia bids farewell to instructors 
Television department chair, Morris is just one of the instructors leaving Columbia behind 

By Elvira Beltran 
Staff Writer 

It is always hard to say good-bye to some
one who is dearly appreciated. Especially 
when it comes to someone who willingly and 
devoutly shares their experiences and knowl
edge with others. 

"He's been very helpful. The best feature 
about Steve is that he seems to care about the 
students. He advises us and helps us with 
establishing an internship."said Yiannis 
Foumelis, journalism student. 

ity comes with existence." 
In connection to English, Frank Steve and 

Steve Bozack two English teachers from the 
English Department are leaving soon as well. 

Not one teacher or two but three teachers 
will be saying farewell to the Photography 
Department. Chuck Renolds, Steve Smith and 
Kathy Mold all photography teachers will be 
continuing their ·career paths from Columbia Unfortunately, students here at Columbia 

College will say farewell and send their best 
wishes to eleven teachers leaving by the end 
of the spring and summer semester. 

Long time teacher Steve Corman is leav
ing Columbia College at the end of the sum
mer semester. From the Management 
Department Murri Coffey. is departing. from 
Columbia College as well.. . .. .College, . . .. ., , . . .. , ...... . . .- ,.. . .. 

Teachers from the Journalism Department, 
English Department, Education Studies 
Department, Management Department, 
Photography Department and lastly the 
Television Department will be departing 
soon. 

"He is the most sweetest and respectable 
teacher I've had the pleasure of knowing," 
said an employee from the management 
department. 

Last but certainly not least, Edward Morris 
from the Television Department will be part
ing as well. "Learning hands-on is great but 
learning with professionals like Ed Morris is 
an advantage."said television student. 

For the Journalism department, the depar
ture of Steve Corman will be missed much. 

Leaving the English in Educational 
Studies Department is Professor Doctor Fred 
Gardaphe who leaves a last word of advice 
for student here at Columbia College, "Don' t 
stop asking questions, and when they ' re 
answered keep asking more, because original-

Whereever their paths may venture to, 
whether it be a new teaching position or even 
spending some time for relaxation one thing 
is certain ... their expertise and companionship 
will be missed. · 

Child Care 
Continued from Page 1 

jA ~ :~- >; ~ ·.~ 
" Smith worriefo that she may not spend as much time with Jazelle as she 

" may need to. Columbia' s opening day care facilities would make the lives 
of Sm}th and other student-parent's' lives less.sttenuous. 

ACCQrding to sources. there was talk of a opening of just such a facility 
for Cofumbia College employees, but after a faculty survey, nothing WjiS . 
ever acted upon. There has been no word on whether anything planned ·for ( 
facilities to be used by students .. At press time, officials were not available . 
for comment. ~s it stands, Colu,mbia offers no resources (or thos'e looking · 
for child care as othe~ colleges do. The re859n for this may very well be 
Columbia's status as a commuter school. Though "it offers no on-site day 
Clll'e, the University of lllinois ~Champaign-Urbana offers a service to hrlP ' 
stlident,s find an~ pay for day care. . '· ' · '· . 
.f lf the college ever 'decides to institute on-site day care, Smith has a few 

more suggestions." , , . 
, "If Columbia would incorporate child care as part of services offered to 
~Wd~!~~!s1 tljey could definitely get the govemm6nt's monetary assistan·ce." .. ' 
.S)le ' ados, ~Some of the money allot~ f6r student orgMizations could b!l \ 
transferred to the (day care J prognu:n. It would definitely cn.courage the 
enrollment of parents, giving them more time to be active throughout the 
school." 

S!llith/says that it would give herself and parents like her some peace of 
·mind in knowing that they could spend more time with their child(ren). "I 
could stop in between classes. I would love it because I hardly see Jazelle. 
Parents could be required to stop in for an hour per week and help out in the 
'center." · 

When. Smith leaves work, she heads to her mothers to pick up Jazclle. 
"D.;:pendiog on what time I get off, it could be between 8:30 p.m. tl.nd 

l J :30 p.m. when I get to my mother's [house]." 
Trying 10 squeeze jn all the quality time that she can, Smith has a fonnu

la. "If it's late when we come fn, I try to ask 1n7.elle how hor day went u.~ 
we're preparing for bed. If it's a little earlier, I' ll cook for her, play with her 
a little, and read to her. · 

Afterwards I do homework or if I'm not too tired. Parents who are stu
dent• ofl.\)n do not have time fot themaclves, yet are required to pull off four 
or five roles efficiently. On·campua chlld care could only help the sillJation. 

i ~~~!e~~r~m Page 1 u • • • • • • ~ 
! upon how many cubic yards of trash need to be handled. j 
! With the success of the aluminum can bins, bins for other~ 
jmaterials are being put_ into place. Now students and facul
' ty can recycle all wntmg, office, computer and classroom j 
[paper, with or with out staples. Newspaper, flat corrugated! 
:cardboard and food boxes and paper core rolls are also now, 
jrecyclable as well. Mllgazines, catalogs, mail, envelopes,, 
'soft-covered books, constructton paper and fiber-based pho-, 
[topaper are also on the list of acceptable materials. 
' With all of these items removed from the trash, there will 
ibe significantly fewer cubic yards of garba'ge for Aood 
'Brothers to handle. · 
j Waxed cardboard, Styrofoam, popcorn packaging, plas
jtic wrap, sheets or bags, film or any other ~on-fiber product 
-~f~~ot yet be recycled. Food is also not yet permitted in thel 

j The materials gathered are to be kept separate from alP 
'o ther trash. This keeps the refuse clean and is therefore! 
[more usable. With that in mind, the Resource Center has1 
jguaranteed that 99 percent of the recyclables they pick upl 
'will be delivered to facilities for re-use, not to a landfill. i 
j The second phase of the program, to begin sometime! 
jbefore Halloween, will include mixed collection bins thatj 
jwi ll accept aluminum, glass and plastic containers. I 
' The day when everything from an office can be recycled, 
j is right around the comer, both literally and tiguratively.! 
'With recycling bins for different types of products on the! 
[same fl oor, the tentative plan is to have a larger gray recep-1 
[ tacle in the hallway of every floor. These will be taken 
:down to the docks in the alley behind the 600 and 624 build
[ ings to await pick-up. 
[ There is still plenty of work thut needs to be done with 
ithc progrnm and they arc always looking for some help, so 
[if you urc interested in lending a hand, contact Jonnnc 
iHnrding in the Provost office nt 3 12-344-7210. 
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Demand for qualified employees 
good news to Columbia grads 

WE'LL PAY 
YOU TO HAVE 

EXCITING 
WEEKENDS Melissa Ramirez 

Correspondent 

It's that time agin when college seniors all 
over the U.S. are sending out their resumes 
looking for that perfect job. For some, this 
might be a job in advertising accounting or 
telev1s1on. W1th the economy doing so well , 
what does the JOb market look like for Spring 
graduates? 

Starting salary for new grads The Arm:y Reserve will P.ive you 
weekend excitement like you ve never 
had before, and r,ou can earn more 
than $18,000 while you're enjoying 
yourself during a standard enlistment. 

According to Employment Review, the 
strongest position right now are Internet/web 
jobs, graphic, marketing, computer engi
neers, financial planners, physician assis
tants and special education teachers. 

For those graduates who majored in a 
field not li sted above, don ' t panic. 
Companies are hiring in other areas, but the 
number of positions are limited. 

"Overall , there seems to be a demand for 
employees," said Paula Bryant, counselor in 
Career Planning and Placement at Columbia 
College. 

MAJOR 

Business 
Business 
Business 
Engineering 
Engineering 
ComputerSC 
Social science 
Social science 
Social science 
Communication 
Communication 
Communication 

OCCUPATION 

Accounting 
Business admin. 
Marketing 
Civil engineering 
Computer engin. 
Computer systems 
Child development 
Criminal justice 
Health admin. 
Media arts 

SALARY 
Think about it. On a part-time 

basis, usually one weekend a month 
plus two weeks' Annual Training, you 
could earn good pay, have a goocf time, 
make good friends and even be entitled 
to good benefits aild opportunities to 
get money for education. 

You'll also be getting hands-one 
training in a skill that will last you a 
lifetime. 

The Army Reserve knows how to 
make weekends interesting. Are you 
interested? 

Think about lt. 
Then think about us. 

Then call: Bryant also said trendy jobs such as 
multi-media and graphics anists positions 
tend to pay more than other jobs in the com
munications fields because of the high 
demand. 

Communication 

Public relations 
Visual graphics 
Resort & lodging 

$30,500 
$35,000 
$27,000 
$36,500 
$43,000 
$43,500 
$21,000 
$27,000 
$37,000 
$24,000 
$27,000 
$27,000 
$23,000 1-800-USA-USAR 

Right now employees want people skilled 
in graphic and marketing because of the increase use of the 
Internet. A lot of companies are using the Internet for business 
and selling merchandising through their Web sites. Web sites 
are profitable to business and they are willing to pay top liollar 
to keep their site u to date and attractive so to catch the eye of 
the browser who is looking to spend money. 

Demand for computer engineers and systems analysis are 
expected to grow rapidly because of expanding needs of scien
tific_ research and applications of computer technology. 

Financial planner are also in demand since companies are 
shifting retirement planning to the employees because of high 
cost. 

In terms of salary, business and engineering jobs produce 
the highest salaries among all job offers. 

The table below shows the average salaries for business, 
engineering, computer science, social science and communica
tion majors. 

Another thing to consider when job hunting is warm weath
er. If you can stand the heat, move. .to .. a warmer climate. 
According to the U.S. Department of Labor, warm weather 
cities dominated the list of fastest growing metropolitan areas 
in 1996. Don' t leave Las Vegas, move there. This city lead all 

· areas m growth rate, adding jobs at a vigorous rate of 8.6 per
cent. In addition, over the past five years, the areas employ
ment growth rate has averaged 8 percent and there are now 40 
percent more jobs in the booming resort areas than in 1991. 

BE AU. YOU CAN BE 
Not every warm weather city has a booming job market. 

Honolulu has the highest temperature of any major city in the ARMY RESERVE 
U.S. and this city lost. -------------
4.400 jobs last year, r 
the most of any area. 

Once that dream 
job does become a 
reality, don' t sit back 
and think it will last 

Nike swoosh masters spin 
forever. Companies 
are trying to stay 
competitive and to 
accomplish this most 
are downsizing to 
increase productivity 
and save money. 
Today workers will 
have to lied for as 
well as other jobs , as 
they go along. The 
more hats a worker 
wears at a company, 
the better chances he 
or she will have in 
surviving a downsiz
ing. 

By Christine Tatum 
College Press Service 

Eager to improve Nike's public 
image, which has taken a beating in 
recent months on campuses across the 
nation, two of the multibillion-dollar 
shoe and sports apparel manufacturer's 
top officials answered questions from 
college students recently. 

Students - outraged by reports that 
Nike's Asian factories amount to little 
more than sweatshops where teen-age 
workers make only a few dollars a day 
and are exposed to dangerous working 
conditions - have pressured their uni
versities to drop Nike sponsorships and 
contracts. 

Students at Duke University, for 
example, worked with school officials 
and faculty members to devise a policy 
that prohibits the school from doing busi
ness with companies failing to meet 
internationally accepted labor standards. 
The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and the University of 
Arizona are among several other schools 
that have announced they will pursue 
similar initiatives. 

The latest ding in Nike's armor has 
come with the recent release of Michael 
Moore's movie, ''The Big One." In it, 
Moore conducts an interview with Nike 
CEO Phil Knight, who refers to his 
employees as "poor little Indonesian 
workers," and says it doesn't bother him 
that children as young as 14 are working 
in his company's factories. 

"We have worked very hard on devel
oping tools to ensure to the extent we can 
that there are the best possible oversights 
and working conditions for 523,000 
(employees) in 325 factories in 32 coun
tries," Dusty Kidd, director of Nike's 
labor practices department, said. "It 's a 
big job. We aren 't perfect at it, and we 

don't pretend to be." 
Of the more than I 00,000 workers in 

Nike's Indonesia plants, roughly 37 per
cent earn minimum wage - the equiva
lent of $7,700 a year. The rest earn high
er wages, said Kidd and Joel Enderle, 
regional director of labor practices in 
Asia. 

"The significance of the wage in 
Indones ia is one aspect, but I think one 
also bas to consider the other benefits our 
factories provide," Enderle said. He 
added that Nike provides health care, 
free transportation to and from work, free 
lunches and commodities programs 
where employees can purchase basic 
goods at below-market rates. 

Workers, many of whom make more 
money than their parents, are grateful for 
the positions, Kidd said. 

"For a young woman or man in 
Vietnam who's alternative is working in 
the fields picking rice ... I think the alter
native of working in a shoe factory is a 
good one," Kidd said. "To suggest that 
this is an exciting opportunity (would be 
misleading), but time after time employ
ees say they get enough to take care of 
themselves and maybe one other person 
in their family." 

Kidd and Enderle said Nike also is 
taking steps to ensure its Asian factories 
meet U.S. federal guidelines for working 
conditions. The company has conducted 
air-quality tests in 16 of its 43 Asian fac
tories and intends to complete all of the 
inspections by the end of June. 

To further ensure workers are kept 
from harm's way, Kidd said 80 percent of 
the shoes now being made are assembled 
with water-based adhesives, not solvents. 

"There's no other company in the 
world that I know that is performing at 
that level," he said. 

w 1 
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Robert Steven 

This is it, last call, final stop ... all aboard for 
the future, but before you can go forward 
you have to remember the past 
I t seems like it was just yesterday that i was graduating from Rich East High School in Park Forest, IL, 

and looking forward to taking the High School Summer Institute Radio class here at Columbia back 
in 1994. Here it is, 1998, and I'm looking forward to graduating from the school I have known for the 

six years, I say six years because I'm including two summers in the High School Institute, but, l have 
the nonn, I've graduated from Columbia in four years! 
been a great four years too! From working on The Chronicle, to the TV Department working on var

projects including 600 South, to doing live reports for WCRX during the lllinois primary and even work
at events like AI Parker's 50th Anniversary with Columbia and an occasional Open House .. .! have had 
fantastic opportunity to work with many great people. 

Working is a part of who I am. I'm from a blue col
lar, working class family. Ever since high school I've 
had at least one job and since I started college it seems 
I can't get by without working at two or three places 
at one time. I've been able to work at several depart
ments here at Columbia too ... . from the campus supply 
room, to College Relations and Development, to the 
Journalism Department and finally here, at The 
Chronicle. Outside of school I've been a manager of 
a now defunct local burger joint, I've cleaned carpets, 
spent a summer organizing files in an office, and have 
been a janitor for Fannie May Candies for three years 
now ... all of these various jobs have helped me to re
enforce what I want to do with my life, get an education 
and become a television reporter. 

To that end I have been able to intern at two different 
news organizations and be employed by another through 
Columbia. I have also been educated by the best teachers 

around in the art of writing and reporting. 
One of the •most important lessons I have learned 

from a combination of classroom education and life 
experience at Columbia is: if you see something that is 
not right, don't sit back and let someone else take care; 
of it, becoma a part of the solution in any manner you 
can. 

* * * * * * * * * * * friend, n. 1. a person whom one knows we/f. 
and is fond of 2. an ally. supporter, or sympa~ 
thizer 

Besides becoming a "learned" individual in and 
around this fine institution, I have been fortu
nate enough to make many, many new friends. 

Some of them you can see in the photos scattered about 
this page. From faculty members to co-workers, these 

"JUt~ rzi. opl ~na of Th.ll 
C}1,ronlct.. Clol'WI).na ue the oplnlona of the 
•uthora. Vtew• e*Pte .. ecl aren't neceaaarily 
tile opinion• of ')'1uJ Chronicle, Columbia'• 
Journallam department or Columbia CoUece. 

Letter• to th Bcutor muat lnclucle your full 
name, year an4 major. Letters can be fuecl to 
312/427·3920, e-mallecl to chron96@ tnterac· 
ceaa.com, maUecl to 623 8. Wabaah Ave., 
Suite 205, Chlcaco, IL 60606 or po•tecl on 
tJt,e Chrplltc'le'a batetacUve forum at 
&tt,://.....,.S,interacce ... com/chroniole 

are the people with whom I have 
had the best time with at Columbia. 

To all of my friends who are 
graduating and moving into the 
post-college part of their lives, I 
wish you the best of luck in persu
ing whatever your heart desires. To 
those of you who have a semester 
or more left here at Columbia ... be 
diligent in your balancing act of 
studies and free time and remember 
to take a break once in awhile from 
everything! It' ll do you good and 
keep in touch! 

Finally, I've been waiting for 
months to use the picture to the 
immediate right of these words. 
(and a slight modification) That 
warning was posted 'when the 
Blackstone Hotel fixed thier side
walks. I just think it sums up the 
future of anyone .. . 

Letters to the l!dltor 

Stevenson out of line In column about Writing Center 
While 1 did not compose the letter Robert Stevenson refers to tn h1s collllllll otMay 1$, l {~Ulluul1o 

respond aa Director of the Writing Center lest readers get the mi$taken. impma{l>n that out QOttSul~t,1 
have formed a cabal and have turned into the "Engliah Police." 1 s.w the le.\te~: betQre It waa sen.t .nd 
thought the consultants look great pains to be dJplomatic ~d reapectM. l take i$$1.1e with Mr. 
Stcnvenson 's whiny, excuse-filled, anmd aarcaatic ariole on seve~ poiQt$: 

The letter was never prlntcd, and it Ia unflllr of Mr. Stevenson to Qn~ pnn.~ ~* .,.....,~lie ohe)C)$• 
ee to dofend or practice hi a sarcasm on. lf the letter i• to be ~buttod. it •1\0illd lta.~ -~riote<l1n itt 
entirety. ~ .... ~.,.,...,,.. 



.JUIIl' I. PJ 1JX OPI'\10:\ 7 
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The Chronicle bids farewell to graduating staffers 

Saying goodbye is never easy for anyone. It can be especially difficult when you have to say 
goodbye to people who have in some way, bought joy in your life. We here at the Columbia 
Chronicle find ourselves at a point where we bid farewell to those who have worked for four 

years to reach their final dettination: Graduation. 

W
e bid farewell to nine staff editoJS and othm who have worked for The Chronicle in the 
put four ye&JS. While we can never put into words what these individuals have done for 
ua, we take this opportunity to highlight their careers with us. 

M
erna Ayi, who no matter the obstacle, worked her way up from a staff writer to bold the 
highest porition on staff as our editor-in-<:hief. A bit brazen at times, Merna actually has a 
heart of gold. From her advice in the "Love Loft" to her kindness and undeJStanding. Merna 

was and will always be, one of a kind. 

M
ichelle DuFour, like Merna, worked ber way up from &8taff writer and holds the numhcr 
rwo porition on staff u man.ging editor. Balancing acbool work, internships and the day
to-day opemions of a newsroom may be bard for some, but not for Michelle. Alwaya with 

a treat in hlll\d or a tip for better living, Michelle was The Chronicle) own Martha Sstewart. 

R!
l Keoeya, who was without a doubt, the hardest working at The Chronicle bas ever known. 

Not only is he a award-winning news editor and writer, he was someone would could count 
n to be there when you needed him. And that says a lot for a peiSon who made time in his 

schedule to help make the paper better. 

REert Stcven•on, has held just about every position at 111e Chronicle and currently serve. as 
both the opinions und sports editor. Robert has been a leader here for many years and played 

instrumental part in the shaping of this newspaper. When almost everyone on staff backed 
away from the idea of a sports section, this award-winning editor took it upon himself to not only start 
a 1port1 section, but made it an award-winner just five month& after its inception. 

E lleen La VaDe and M1cbelle Pocock, who were the outstanding duo that made our Feature sec
tion, one of the most read parts of The Chronicle. From de.ign to content, this team worked 
very bard to make the Features section a joy to read each and every week. The good times and 

the memories that these rwo individuals bought to The Chronicle staff will last a lifetime. Our wild 
spices will be missed by all. 

B lair Fredrick and Mark Tobl.n , who like the photogl"llphy editoJS before them, bought The 
Chronicle more than a dozen photo-journalism awards. Blair not only produced award-win· 
Ding photogl"llpby essays, but photogl"llphy supplements never done by preivous photogl"llpby 

editors. Blair and Marie not only excelled at photojournalism, but help us maintain our tradition of pro
ducing award-winning photos. 

Jerry LaDuy, what a pleasure it was to have a film critic on staff who could actually write· he's 
n.ot even a journalism maj orl Aside from being completely dependable at any task assigned. 
Jerry ·a warrmth 111\d sensitivity will be missed as well. 

Our special thanks to Daa Bischoff, who started here as a correspondent and quickly worked 
hit way up the ranlc.s to assistant newa editor. R ob Eapud, who when he wasn't fighting off 
oountless Chronicle women servered u our design editor and produced some oftbe beat pages 

711e Cltronlcle has ever published. 

W e also extend our thanks to J uon Kravarlk and Bernard Larssoa for their bard work here 
at 7'11e Cltronicle. Jason served as assis1ant news editor and assistant feature editor before 
leaving us to pursue other job opponunities. Bernard severed as assistant web page editor 

aod, like Jasoo, will be missed by all. 

A
nd we would like to extend a hearty thank you to Jim Sulaki who hu not only been our fac
ulty advisor, but a liieod. Good luck to you Jim, we'll miss you! 

l7 
[J)&&f? lll&SJ@[]l'i]gj 
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(GoddlJIM l"m tirtd of .. -nting thrse rrcaps ... ~ntly d«>.'tlSrd 
Chronicle columnist and-in.urr jokr ht're-Sam Walt.-rs mt'<'ts his 
monkey at the hands of sext~DI sadist/lab t.-chnic1an Dana and h<'r 
.. cold pressor.·· cold water pain-threshold ap<!rimt'nt in this ex~rpl 

from a journal entry of Sam s. submined by la" y<'rs for his t'.<tat~. 
Read on in sw<'aty arousal you barely concetJied pre\Y'rl..< , CIS ~'"' 
o:P<'n·ences heretofore umvualed agony when his arm L< .<uhm~rgNI 
in a cooler of freezing watrr ~.) 

The sensation of such fiigid water coming into contact with 
notably un-fiigid skin is rath~r ~lectrifying-or perhaps dectrocuting is 
the bett~r word. Either way it's immediatdy arrestmg. Whatever 
thoughts you might hav~ been entertaining then not pertaming to the 
cold pressor are mstantly obliterated llS surely as if they were hit by a 
m1ssile. "Wow!" you sit up thinking, .. that is some cold water! .. Then 
you compose yourself. drawing on whatever half remembered bits of 
log1c thinkmg or mind body babble you can to try and gain mastery 
over the mounting pain. " Pain is merely another s~nsauon:· you t~ll 
yourself. "pain is merely another s~nsation." Pain hears you then and 
takes offense your arrogance. It grabs hold of your resolv~ by the neck 
and snaps it in two. It runs away with you. ~v~n drives away with you
as if 1t w~re a car dragging your bleeding and bruised body over ill 
paved. rock strewn roads at high spe~d. Your arm f~ds as though it is 
being shot. stabbed, set on fire, then tom complet~ly off and used as o 
club to beat at the bloody stump. Your body flops madly against the 
bed as if possessed, running a gamut of comic contortions and spasms. 
Dana, standing beside you, mirrors your uncontrolled thrashing with 
her own erotic undulations. She writhes in ecstasy, arms thrown wild
ly over her head, and emits shivering moMs or passionate wails to 
match the severity of the seizure gripping you that moment. " Your 
pain is delicious to me," she slurs, drunk on pleasure. I swear, where 
once she sported a reserved pink pull-over sweater, now she is decked 
out in full dominatrix costume-a studded black leather and jack boots 
ensemble cased in a flowing gestapo trench coat and biker cap. Steel 
spikes glisten harmfully in the harsh fluorescent light; a bull whip 
cracks mercilessly to the beat of your agonized fits . This is too much 
you decide; I 've got to get out ofhere before they kill me! But then a 
hallucination of your tuition bill manifests itself and dances obscur
ingly before your eyes. You can't see an,ything for it! The ceiling 
opens up and hundreds of dollars, four nunareos dollars rai n 
down about sweaty head! "Think of the money," Dana whispers, 
"think of the money!" I 've got to hold on, you tell yourself] It's j ust 
for another minute! You close your eyes and try and deny the pain, but 
Dana pushes that infernal questionnaire at you then, forcing you to 
admit your torment, no, to dwell on it at length! Are you suffering any 
cramping, burning stinging or aching? Is the pain shooting, stabbing, 
tearing, or is it merely raking? Is it fearful , is tt dreadful, does it make 

you 
10!?VRs17~U~ollA.,~Hntf1sfri~mbeftr:X.t~ 

&[<~ ) I'm fee ling 09..hL ~ Ahh. ATJAYb~~ liU~ 
1• Do you have an UH J ESUS UH J ESU:S ru S category? Put me down for that too. It 's all I can take 

you decide, and jerk your arm from the cooler. But just as your elbow 
breaks the crest of the icy water, the stopwatch goes off and the test is 
over. 

After arriving home today, I reflected on the experience of the cold 
pressor and cocluded that Dana would have gladly left me with my 
arm in that cooler if I hadn 't finally had the presence of mind to pull 
it out. The test ending exactly at the moment I pulled my arm from the 
cooler had nothing to do with coincidence and everything to do with 
calculation. How long the experience really lasted I'm not certain-per
haps hours, perhaps minutes. Truly, the agony I suffered transcended 
time. I ought never to return to that place, in fact I ought to report 
them-say to the Nuremberg Court. But then there's the matter of my 
unpaid tuition bil l...may God have mercy on me, or Sallie Mae any
way. 

T his concludes M r. Walters' journal entry; I' m sure you found 
it wrenching. Subsequent entr ies were brief and Incoheren t, prob
a bly as a result or the increasing p resence of study related d rugs 
in his blood stream. His final entry comprised j ust three words 
a nd read, " Pope!! Pope ... Nipples !!!" W hat be meant by this we 
may never know; even when he was lucid, many or Mr. Walters' 
comments and observations proved unfa thomable, so profound 
was his thinking. M r Walters will be sorely missed by his friends 
and family who will r emember him as being a brave, in telligent 
and above all, uncommonly benevolent soul. And r egarding bls 
benevolent nature, I would like to remind you all pf !h~e lstep ce 

r the r4tchrjstened Sam Walters Memo n at :tn tv 
ouno hoq and. tbe ewly designa ted Sam alter's 
egal ~etnbution ~un'd. Donations to either or ganiza

tion would be g reatly a ppreciated a nd timely. Please, in the case 
of Sam Walters versus the uncarin g, un feeling, cynically manipu
lating and profit mind ed medical establishment, let j ustice be 
done. 

Tucker Thompson-attorney at law 

lAtters coltlbtard.... 

Nowhere in the letter do the consultants call anyoae 
at the paper "ll bunch of idiots." 

There was no mention of the style ofreportiQ& octhat 
only bed news wu reported. nor anything that might be 
interpreted as meaning we thought a • ... blanket of~ 
ranee (should] stifle our little conununity.~ 

empowermenL We do not profess to be experts in the 
field of Journalism and think highly of the Journalism 
program. Nevertheless, we fwl to understand how a news· 
paper as riddled with errors as is the May 4 edition 
(which is the specific issue that prompled tbe consultants 
to write} could get by the writers, copy editors, newt edi
tocs, managing editor, and editor-in-chief. 

staff of the newspaper make an appointment at the 
Writing Center or drop in with their copy in hand. Our 
consultants would be more thun happy to work with them 
and help them develop their proofing skills. 

As to the suggestion to "Lighten up," I can only say I 
feel that it is important that rhe stafT of The Chronicle 
learn to accept constructive critic ism and not take on a 
defensive or sarcastic stance with every letter they 
receive regarding errors in the paper. We ~m well aware here in the Center that we are all 

•bllmll\~ and that humans make mi.slakes. We are also 
aware~~ copy editors and proofreaders exist to fiDd and 
corret:~ those very "human" mistakes. 

The consultants in the Center wad: e\-ery day with 
studerlts "¥>ito are "human- and man misW:es, and "¥>ito 
come to reatne the impor1aDce of ~ing . ills to 
find and conect those mislakes on tbcir own. It IS called 

Mr.Srevenson refers to the "bigb and mighty standards 
of the 'consultants' in the Writing Center." Does Ibis 
imply that only Writing Cemer coosultants are concerned 
with c:on'CCl grammar, puDCtua1ioll, and spellinc? Docs 
be feel the Columbia communiry al large does not can: 
that tbcir newspaper is full of erron? H 10, tbcn be is DOt 
giving Ilia readers tbe respect they dcsave. 

Mr. Stevmson SII)'S M __ quit bilebin& about [the quali
ty) and come <~'>W hcre and wort with as!" I suggest the 

" 

I have suggested to the ·eoncerned Consultants" that 
they sign and resubmit their letter. If it is published in its 
enllrety, the Columbia Community can then have the 
~ty to arrive at their own conclusions reprding 

cootem and tone. Arlelle Grnne 
I>lr«t11r/Wrltiltg ~ 

J-14 IIUiiJ 
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A unique recycling program brought to you from ECO incQ9~~~nwith ColumbiaColl~g~~~~go. 

What you can recycl~~"now: · 
' . . · . .;;._ 

~~ ~ 

.,, NO waxed car4bo~d, styrofoam, popcorn packaging, plastic bags, or plastic wrap · 
'· ~0filtl4 plastic sheets, or any other non-fiber produc~ NO food ' 

, _ ;«·'l'd/~ 

; ~% ' . . ' 

'1b;.;'l\vo of o r progr;am, eft'edive before 31 Oet 1998, will consist of mixed bins 
1)l~~(UJ~Q<}»Jte ~uminum, glass, and plastic containers. 

0. 'f-i V.u:(~; F < ,"»; 
/: ., ~ 

X _,. ~- v -" ·:0% , . . ,· ' ·..:,, -~':-::'' ' 

Resource Cetii,r, the not-for.-pr pick-up service c9ntracted for this building, is committed .to c?llect trOY~ 
dables $eparate from garbage. Thi~~eeps the materials clean, which keeps them more usable. We g~t~'· .· 

that we will deliver 99%' of the*recyclables that we pick up to facilities for re-use, and not to a landfill. 
· ~or IDOJe 1ilf:a~tion on the Resource Center call: (773) 821-1351 .~· 

" ' 



By Linda C. Black 
Tribune Media Services 

Tod.ay's Birthday (June 1): With 
yo~r rdeas and another's practical 
skrlls, a change for the better is 
possible. Go for it. Face a dilemma 
squarely in June. Act quickly to 
clean up a mess at home in 
~eptember. Mastermind a surprise 
rn December. Invite foreign friends to 
your place in February. Others would 
love to come in March, and bring pre
sents. An older person helps you get 
the money in April . Keep a girl
friend's secret in May. 

To get the advantage, check the 
day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 
the most challenging. 

Arlee (March 21-April 19): This 
week is a 6 . You like to be No. 1, and 
that's good. The way to get there is 
to practice until you reach perfec
tion. Remember that today if the 
routine starts to get screamingly 
monotonous. Your problem is that 
your mind is moving faster than the 
job seems to be going. Relax! 

Taurue (April 20-May 20): This 
week is a 6. ihe good news is that 
you're in love. The bad news is that 
you're short on cash. More is coming 
in, but not until late in the week. The 
right person for you isn't after your 
money. If this one is, you'll find out. 
That's good news, too. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) : This 
week is a 6. You're intelligent, force
ful and dynamic. That may not be 
enough to win the argument, howev
er. A roommate is determined to 
cha·nge · things around. If you are 
smart, you'll delegate that job to 
him or her. Why hassle? Go off and 
do something else instead. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22): This 
week is a 6 . You're very smart today 
and that's good. You'll need all th~ 
brainpower you can get to convince a 
person who's nagging at you to back 
off. You want to do this nicely, of 
course, and that's the problem. If 
you could be as rude as he or she is 
this would be easy- and even fun!' 

leo (July 23-Aug. 22): This week 
is a 4. Money's coming in, and that's 
good. You knew this would happen. 
Why are you so nervous, then? It 
isn't like you to be worried . Maybe 
it's the additional responsibility 
that's coming in. You'll get used to 
it. Never let them see you sweat. 

Vl.rgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): This 
week is a 5. You're strong and 

insightful. You can see clearly the 
path to your greatest destiny. 
Unfortunately, there's a big lump in 
between where you are and where 
you want to go. Don't think of that 
person or thing as an obstacle; 
think of it as a test to prove your 
worthiness. 

Libra (Sept. 23-0ct. 2:3): This 
week is a 6. This should be an excel
lent week for you, but it's starting 
off slowly. First there are a few left
overs from last week to handle. 
After those are done, you'll have a 
burst of creativity. Better get ready 
for it by checking as many old 
chores as possible off your list. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21): This 
week is a 6 . Life is not easy for you 
right now. That sun in Gemini is 
constantly forcing you to think 
about money - .not just for you, 
but also for a worthy cause. You 
may actually be a link between one 
and the other, and vice versa. Either 
way, don't worry about it. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
This week is a 5 . This should be a ... 
very interesting day. Things are ' 
changing so fast you may have 
trouble keeping track of what's 
going on. No matter. Since you're 
instigating the most important mw,, upe:mn~~ 
transformations yourself, who HWii,interdts 
cares what the others are doing? 
Let them try to keep up with you! 

~aprico~n (Dec. ~2-Jan. 19): 
Thrs week rs a 6. Thrs is a rather 
awkward day for you. Travel beck
ons, but work insists. If you're doing 
business with foreigners, watch out 
for errors in communications, too. 
Also be careful when you're driving 
around. Best to send out for what 
you need. You'll get more accom
plished. 

Aquarlue (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
This week is a 7. Concentrate on 
paying off a debt. The sooner you 
get that done, the better you'll feel. 
Besides, when you pay them off, 
they always increase your line of 
credit. Later, meet with a loved one 
to discuss your future together. 
You'll come up with some really 
great ideas. 

Plecee (Fel:1. 19- March 20): 
This week is a 5. A helpful but some
times annoying person is on your 
case. This individual wants you to 
be perfect; that's why he or she 
keeps criticizing everything you say 
or do. If you can consider this per
son a coach instead of a cramp, 
you'll benefit more. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO'PLACE 
A CLASSIFIED AD??? 
call 3U-344-743l aud talk to au Ad\lertising Rep 
from tbe Cbtoniclel! 
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By AsifMalik 
Correspondent 

With Godzilla already pourmg in over $100-million in 
!he first week and a half, many moviegoers are going to 
find themselves searching their pockets looking for cash. 

Prices in movie !heaters in Chicago will not go up, but 
!he number of movies will succeed last year's. 

Last year, "Titanic's" release date was moved from sum
mer to the mid-December. Sources in Hollywood could 
never confirm the move. One source said "Titanic" moved 

because !he special effects were not complete. Others say 
Titanic look the hike because of the competition with 
movies such as "Men in Black" and "The Lost World," 
the sequel to "Jurassic Park." 

Director James Cameron never confirmed why the 
highest-grossing movie of all time took the move to 
December. Just think what the summer of 97 would have 
brought if "Titanic" had been released in the summer. 
Would "Men in Black would have made over $200 mil
lion? Or could have "My Best Friends Wedding" gone 
over $100 million? 

Even though these summer movies became block
busters, these three movies made most of the money in 
the first lhree weeks of their release. 

So, if money is not the issue for movies in the sum
mer, then the "Oscar" race last year did not heat up until 
November. This year, "Esquire Magazine" and US 
Magazine called "The Truman Show" the best movie of 
!he year. "Esquire" went so far as to say that 'The 
Truman Show" is the movie of the decade. Can anyone 
imagine Jim Carrey gelling an Oscar? 

Just for pride's sake, can anyone imagine Sandra 
Bullock improving in her role from last year's disaster 
"Speed 2: Cruise Control." I wrote down Demi Moore, 
Alicia Silverstone and Bullock as the most disappointing 
performances by an actress in 1997. I was more than 
shocked !hat Bullock didn 't do a decent job since she 
was in the original "Speed." 

This summer should bring more Oscar nominations 
!han summers in the past. There are some great actors 
!his summer: Tom Cruise in "Eyes Wide Shut" Tom 
Hanks and Mall Damon in "Saving Private Ryan," Mall 
Dillon and Ben Stiller in "There's Something About 
Mary," Harrison Ford in "Six days, Seven Nights," 
Antonio Banderas and Anthony Hopkins in 'The Mask 
of Zorro," Bruce Willis and Ben Affleck in 
"Armageddon," Mel Gibson, Chris Rock and Danny 
Glover in "Lethal Weapon 4" and Jim Carey in 'The 
Truman Show." 

Also, there are some great movie directors besides 
Spielberg: Ivan Reitman in "Six days, Seven Nights" 
Brian De Palma (Min ion: Impossible) with "Snake 
Eye~" Forest Whitaker 's (Wailing to Exhale) "Hope 
Floats," Chris Carter 's " 11le X-Files," Richard Donner's 
'1..ethal Weapon 4," Trey Parker's and Mall Stone's 
(South Park) "Baseketball" Peter Weir in " 11le Truman 
Show," Joe Dante's (Gremlins) "Small Soldiers," 
Michael Bay 's (Independence Day) "Armageddon" and 

Martin Campbell's (Goldeneye) 'The Mask ofZorro." 
Actresses in the last two years have not been strong. 

This summer, women have compelling roles: Sandra 
Bullock in "Hope Floats" Liv Tyler in "Armageddon," 
Rene Russo in "Lethal Weapon 4," Frances McDormand 
(Fargo) in "Madeline," Uma Thurman in 'The 
Avengers," Gwynelh Paltrow in "A Perfect Murder," 
Drew Barrymore in "Even After: A Cinderella Story," 
Anne Heche in "Six Days, Seven Nights" and Cameron 
Diaz in 'There's Somelhing About Mary." 

Then, there's !he most critical movie in 
Twenty Fox history besides "Star Wars," 
'The X-Files" with the original cast of 
David Duchovny as Special Agent Mulder 
and Gillian Anderson as Scully. If fans 
have a sour taste of this film it might lay
over to the show. 'The X-Files" is the 
most watched show on Fox. Fox would 
not mind boosting the shows popularity 
because of CBS's "Touch by an Angel." 
Usually, CBS, even with different target 
audience seems to beat up Fox's Sunday 
night line-up. On the other hand, the rat
ings could go down even further if 'The 
X-files" does not garner mass appeal. 

Here are the top ten movies 
based on profit: 
I. "Armageddon," directed by Michael 
Bay, could make up to $300-million. 
2. "The Truman Show" people will 
watch !his movie two to three times just to 
understand !he film. 
3. "Godzilla" people might gel bored, so 
maybe !hey will see it again. 

4 "Lethal Weapon 4" Just to see all the explosions. 
.5. "The Mask of Zorro" it will be attracted by men 
and women, but for all you men look out for Catherine 
Zeta-Jones. 
6. "Saving Private Ryan" will be profitable, but are 
people sick and tired of Spielberg's movies? 
7. "Small Soldiers" will be profitable, children are 
going to love the soldiers. 
8. " Mulan" a family movie that can be watched more 
than once. 
9. " Basoketball" "South Park" fans will at least want to 
see this movie and we know !here's a lot of them. 
10. "Tho Horae Whlsporor" yes its been out but peo
ple arc slowly going to watch this film 

My top ten predictions of the best pictures of 
the summer: 

I. "The Truman Show" !he most original movie I have 
seen in years 
2. "Armageddon" yeah so its an anolher outer space 
movie, but for once I can feel !he emotions form the 
film. 
3. "There's Something about Mary" wilh !he direc
tor from "Dumb and Dumber," I can already feel the 
cynicism of the film. 
4. "The X-Files" People like me who don't even like 
'The X-Files" can feel !he drama and !he excitement in 
the film. 
.5 . "Small Soldiers" Good director in Joe Dante 
(Gremlins), also good voices like Tommy Lee Jones. 
6. "Snake Eyes" Brian De Palma films are usually 
build excitement, but here there is even some drama. 
7. "Six days, Seven Nights" Yeah, the trailers look 
corny but Ivan Reitman is a very consistent director. In 
fact, I don't even know about a bad movie he has made. 
8. "Hope Floats" Sandra Bullock is outstanding in her 
role as Birdee Calvert. 
9. "Saving Private Ryan" Tom Hanks and Matt 
Damon might be the best actors in Hollywood, 
10. "Mulan" animation is incredible, your eyes cannot 
leave !he picture. 

Top ten Busts: 
I. "A Perfect Murder" Gwynelh Paltrow as an evil 
woman? 
2. "Lethal Weapon 4" Why? 
3. "Basckctball" sure Stone and Parker are original 
but !his is going too far 
4. "Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas" Benicia Del 

Toro cannot act. 
5. "Made line" If there's one woman who could put me 
to sleep its Frances McDormand 
6. " Disturbing Behavior" lets see, we got actors and 
actresses from "Dawsons Creek" (Katie Holmes) and a 
guy named James Marsden. 
7. " Smoke Signals" a movie about a man retrieving 
his fathers ashes? 
8. "Dr. Do little" Eddie Murphy talking to piJoons? I 
do that all the time. 
9. " Your Fiends and Neighbor"· knock who's ~7 
10. "Have Plenty" a film about a weekend experience, 
Gee that's really an original thouaht. 
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By Wilfred Brandt 
Correspondent 

This summer, director Terry Gilliam offers his twisted take on the hallucinatory world 
of HunterS. Thompson's "Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas." A drug classic and counter
culture staple, Thompson's landmark 1971 novel may seem a bit inappropriate for the 
big screen. But in Gilliam's able hands, it all seems to make sense. Thought he wasn't 
able to fully capture Thompson's philosophy on film, Gilliam did come up with some
thing wickedly wonderful: His "Fear and Loathing" is a visual feast. It drags the viewer 
al9ng on a cartoon joyride of drugs and debauchery. Not a bad way to spend an evening 
if you ask' me. 

From the moment "Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas" began, I knew it was going to be 
something different. Gilliam's trademark cinematography contrasts the vast, otherworld
ly deserts of Nevada against the day-glow, X-rated supermarket that is Las Vegas. He set 
up the perfect playground for the caricatures of Raul Duke and Dr. Gonzo that Johnny 
Depp and Benicio Del Toro have created. The film follows the two main characters on a 
drug-addled business venture to cover a motorcycle race in Las Vegas. While they do 
make some feeble attempts at actual journalism, the majority of their field trip is spent 
getting loaded, trashing hotel rooms, spending loads of cash and just generally scaring 
the hell out of everyone they come in contact with. 

Depp and Del Taro do a wonderful job of creating characters that are crude, offensive, 
obnoxious, and yet completely charismatic and lovable. Distinguishing themselves com
pletely in their roles, both actors are nearly unrecognizable. Benicia's lean physique was 
thrown by the wayside, as he gained nearly' fifty pounds to play Raul Duke's rotund 
Samoan sidekick. And Depp went so far as to create an entirely new physicality for his 
role as Thompson 's alter ego. A deep, booming voice, an ever-present cigarette holder 
and a flu idity of moving that are entirely new for such a familiar face. "Fear and 
Loathing" proves again what a diverse and committed actor Johnny Depp is, and adds 
another extremely impressive role to Del Taro 's growing body of work. 

As a whole, "Fear and Loathing" is an incredibly fun night at the movies. A vicarious 
drug trip that has 'cult classic' written all over it due to it 's rather taboo subject matter. 

While I really liked Gilliam's "Fear," I don't know if it properly conveyed the entire 
message of Thompson's novel. On film, the char
acters' motivations and agenda aren't very clear. 
No apologies are needed for their outlandish 
actions, though a muddy attempt at explanation is 
made. The film seems split; between the main 
characters' decadent indulgences with their ruck
everything atti tude, and Raul Duke's heartfelt sen
timentality at the lost hope and ideali sm of the 
1960s. It's clear that there should be a connection 
between these two sides of the character, but the 
connection j ust isn't clearly wriuen into the film. 

Depp's performance does everything possible 
to fuse together the two sides of such a complex 
character, but he still seems a bit unclear. There is 
a reali zation that maybe their act ions are misguid
ed, as the film takes a dark twist in the later half. 
It's clear that while Raul Duke may seem oblivi
ous to the world around him, he does think about 
the repercussions of hi s act ions. Then why docs 
he do it? 

Depp and Gilliam have both said that you have 
to read between the lines of this film, or see it 
multiple times, to get the full of the message. 
Maybe that's true, but upon first viewing, it just 
looked like two madmen doing loads of drugs and 
having a blast, which is fine! A movie that's this 
much fun, made with style and character doesn 't 
come along often these days. Gilliam's "Fear and 
Loathing" captured the spirit and attitude of 
Thompson's self sty led 'gonzo journalism,' creat
ing something as vibrant and aggressive as the 
author 's original work. 

Though Thompson's full message doesn't 
come across on screen, the film truly has his inspi
ration embedded in it. It's a great ride. One that I 
advise anyone to take this summer. 
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A c ting in 
Pri eti e TV 
Coming to Chicago ••• 
Los Angeles Casting ·Director ... Shawn Dawson 

a workshop for actors who want to break into Film & TV in Hollywood 

Call TVI today 
(800) 884-2772 ext.#] 

visit us on the web at www.lvistudios.com 
info@tvistudios.com 

TVI 
Actors Studio 
NEW YORK • Los ANGELES 

1986 

STUDENTS .& FACULTY 
O Auditorium 

Garage, 
Inc. 

' 

Southeast Corner 
Congress and Wabash Avenue 

Discount Parking for 
Stud.ents & Faculty 

Day and Ni.ght 

All rates include City Parking Tax 

First 2 Hours $5.00 

Over 2 hours to 5 Hours $5.70 

Over 5 Hours to 12 Hours $7.50 

Over 12 Hours to 24 Hours $9.00 

Validate your parking ticket at school. 
Discount only applies to the first 24 hours. 
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· ''Summer 
~c~~ .. Phoning, Had ~ 

Me A Blast ... !!'' 

The Columbia College Undergraduate Admissions office is 

looking for enthusiastic and articulate students to 

telecounsel prospective Columbia College students this 

summer!! 

Student phone Ambassadors will earn 

$7.00 per hour 

8-16 hours per week 

Calling times will be: 

Monday through Thursday 

5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

June 29 - September 4, 1998 

Stop by the Admissions Office (600 S. Michigan, 3rd 

Floor) to complete an application and schedule an 

interview. 

Interview will take place the week of June 8, 1998 

Training begins during the week of June 29, 1998 

Question?? 

Contact Jennifer Taylor in Admissions 

(31Z) 344-7973 
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4 'friend' becomes 'The Idiot' for the 
new Lookingglass Theatre production · 

By Diane Krueger 
Staff Writer 

It seemed as though everyone was calling 
David Schwimmer an idiot Sunday night, May 
24. 

Actually they were referring to Schwimmer's 
character, Prince Myshkin, in the 
Lookingglass Theatre Company's 
production of Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky's novel, "The Idio t," 
at the About Face Theatre. 

The play, which is set in I 9th 
century Russia, revolves around the 
s imple, honest, kind-hearted 
Myshkin, who suffers from epi leptic 
se1zures. 

As the play opens, the prince, 
looking filthy, tattered, tirerd and 
not anything like royalty, is search-

ing for a long lost cousin. Myshkin has been in a 
clinic in Switzerland for most of his life. His 
guardian has recently died and he is looking for 
any family he can find. 

He finds his cousin and her family in the upper 
crusts of Russian society. His family regards him 
as stupid, but soon discovers the prince is not 

what they think. 
He notices what oth

ers don't. His honest 
nature allows him to 
make insightful and 
accurate observations 
about the people around 
him. 

"We live in a world 
where we still the need 
the Prince Myshkins, 
who will see us for who 
we truly are, regardless 
of class, history, or edu
cation; who will help us, 
if only for a moment, feel 
that we are truly loved," 
said director David 
Catlin . 

Schwimmer, best 
known for his role as 
Ross on "Friends," kept 
the audience mesmerized 
with his funny and touch

ing portrayal of the naive prince. 
"This is a much more serious role for him," 

said theatre-goer Jennifer Shannon, 'This is 
not Ross from 'Friends."' 

Not to be overlooked were the stellar per
formances by the rest of the cast, especially 
Marilyn Dodds Frank as Madame Yepanchin 
and Lawrence D. DiStasi as the servant, 
Lebedev. 

The Lookingglass' production of "The 
Idiot" was both entertaining and enjoyable. 

The Lookingglass Theatre Company, 
founded in 1989 by a group a Northwestern 
University graduates, including Schwimmer, 
is an ensemble of actors, writers, directors, 
and designers, dedicated to creating vibrant 
new works for the American stage. 

"The Idiot" runs Wednesday through 
Sunday until June 7 at the About Face 
Theatre, 3212 North Broadway. Ticket prices 
are $21.50 for Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Sundays and $24.50 for Fridays and 
Saturdays. Ten tickets will be available for 
$10 each at the box office the day of the per
formance on a first-come first-serve basis. 

I<OJICUNIBtA (OLUtE (HtCACO ••• 
IB TEACHING 

goal Is to help educaJors creote new paths of 
and expertences-:drtlw old mops of 

knc.wledae to reflect a variety of perspecttves, and 
IJei\' voiseS In ·tlurmtiltlple communities of 

we ate o part. 

a.UA!ma, Of Am IN Tl.WtiN«< 
A progj'am leading to UJlnols cert1f1cotlon ln 
£lementruy Education (K-9), English (6-12), 
brterltiSdpJiruu:y Arts {1(..12) 

-lll.t<ll.'fU!· M At'rs IN MUIJICUil'URAL EDU<AlloN 
A car~b<llld~ ptogr<tm with an innovative 
apPtOO.dt lo tt4dil.tl"!fltt ~ cklssrooms of the 
"21Jt.aintuty". "ESL and '61Unguol Concentrations 
~.urtl.f!Oble, 
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By Dwayne Ervin 
Staff Writer 

"Gone Til' November." 
Youssou N'Dior has blends his African 

roots and Western pop culture into all 
The soundtrack to the recently released forms of music including rap. 

movie "But worth" features well-known Both of these tracks are sure to capture 
hip-hop artists, as well as up-and-coming the attention of anyone who listens to this 
ones. Rolling Stone gave the soundtrack soundtrack. All the other tracks feature the 
four stars. best of the hip-hop world. The lyrics on 

There are 14 tracks on this CD and it the other tracks are not too harsh com
features Dr. Dre, LL Cool J, Ice Cube, pared to the negative feedback that came 
Public Enemy, KRS-One, from other hip hop 
Prodigy and members of albums. 
the Fugees, Wu-Tang and Don't let the warn-
Cypress Hill. ing label give the 

One of the best tracks impression that this is 
on this CD is "Ghetto full of obscene lyrics, 
Superstar (That Is What although some of the 
You Are)" by Pras featur- words are graphic in 
ing 01' Dirty Bastard and "Zoom," by Dr. Dre 
introducing Mya, which and LL Cool J. It 
is getting some radio would have been better 
play. 01 ' Dirty Bastard's to start this soundtrack 
rapping style fits right in with "Ghetto Superstar 
with the touch of R&B (That is What You 
from Mya making it one Are)" instead of 
of the most outstanding "Zoom" • 
tracks on this soundtrack. Although it is a 

.. .. P.ras• is a . Jllember o.{ decent track, "Zoom" 
the Fugees. They earned a lacks a pulsating mes-
Grammy for their 1996 sage like "How 
album for Best Rap Come," "Zoom" 
Album. 01' Dirty Bastard .._ ___________ ... should have been 

was a member of Wu-Tang Clan and placed after "How Come," just to slow 
released his own platinum album "Return down the pace of the soundtrack. 
To The 36 Chambers" in 1996. Mya's self- The new artists also did a good job on 
titled album was released in April and her this soundtrack. They include 
first single is "It 's All About Me" (a duet Witchdoctor, Eve, Nutta Butta, 
with Dru Hill 's Sisqo). Mya is outstanding Anonymous, Black Eyed Peas and D
on this track. She shows her potential as a Fyne. 
great singer. "Bitches Are Hustlers Too," by the 

One other of the most outstanding group D-Fyne, ends this soundtrack on a 
tracks is "How Come" by upcoming artist hard note. "Bitches Are Hustlers Too" is 
Canibus and seasoned artist Youssou about how hard a woman can be in the 
N 'Dour. "How Come" has a unique beat streets. The lyrics appear a bit harsh, but 
with deep lyrics. They talk about why reality in some parts of the country is just 
things are the way they are. They also talk that way. 
about how the world seems to be coming The lyrics in most of these tracks 
to an end. reflect the movie and they fit in with the 

Canibus was heard with AZ and Nature movie's theme. 
on "Desperados" from "The Firm: The All of these tracks are upbeat. No one 
Album." He is also featured on LL Cool can just sit there and not hear the messages 
J 's "4, 3, 2, I" and Wyclef's remix fo r that come from these tracks. 

Counter-clockwise from the top left: Wu-tang Clan, Mya , 01' Dirty Bastard 
and LL Cool J are just a few of the music industry's top artists featured on the 
'Bulworth' soundtrack. 
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"'~ ' beartfe 
new albu 

By Jodie Guardi 
SwjJWriler 

MCA records has recently released Todd Snider and the Nervous Wrecks's third CD 
tilled •·viva satellite," and it's rather interesting. 

II is an excellent CD filled with heartfelt lyries thai were composed mostly by Snider 
himself. In fact. out of the fourteen songs on "viva satellite," len were wriuen solely by 
Snider, and two were completed with the help of other artists. The remaining two were 
compiled without the help of Snider. 

According to Snider, "Most bands have allilude, some have sex appeal, a few might 
have prowess-maybe even depth, but it 's becoming increasingly rare to find !he com
plete combo in one." He feels that his CD is a good example of thi s combo, which he 
thinks is important in music. And it docs have a great mixture of blues, rock, and almost 
folkish type music that clearly screams Tom Peuy. In fact, if you enjoy Tom Peuy's 
mus ic, you wi ll probably love the mus ic of Todd Snider. When I firs! started to listen 10 
it. I was very confused and thought I grabbed my Tom Peuy CD. I had to checkout the 
stereo to make sure that I wasn't mistaken. 

Snider's sound is somewhat different than Tom Peuy altogether though. II very hard 
to pinpoint exactly the type of music Todd is playing. But I wou ld say it is definitely rock 
and roll , with perhaps a hint of country, ahhough, I wouldn't write it off as a country 
album . 

The CD actually reminds me of something lo use when you wan t 10 sit around a 
bon-fire and party hard with a group of friends. This is because some of !he songs are 
ones that could really get you thinking. And with a mixture of heart fell lyrics. (!he songs 
are true songs with real deep meanings}, and some real messed up friends, you may be 
able to come up with the meaning of life, or something like !hal. 

So, as the semester comes to it's final days, and the summer starts to make its way to 
us, I would up the new Todd Snider CD "viva satellite." Not onl y because it is awesome, 
but it would bee good to bring along to the next bon fire party or maybe even some grad
uation party to add a meaning to the party. 

r 

• Hodgkins/Willow Springs 
• Addison • Palatine • Northbrook 

CiJII toll free 24 llOlll> a <Jay - 7 days a week 
1 ·888-4UPSJOB 

(1 ·888-487-7563) 
A«ess code:4417 
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~eiUra~es. it's ~hird aJtJtual 
ceJt.feraJtce ~h geed tiMes, 

grea~ guesb aJtd .fat.uleus music 
By Terrhonda Young 
Correspondent 

Columbia Urban Music Association presented 
"URBANISM", its 3rd annual business music conference 
last Saturday. It was held in the Hokin Annex and Hokin 
Hall. 

The conference was for anyone who wanted to be in 
the music business on any level, and was designed to give 
students the opportunity to meet and greet people in the 
music industry. There were six different panel workshops 

, and all of them were sot up for discussion on how to get 
in the music business successfully and stay there. Each 
panel discussed issues such as KNOWING YOUR BUSI
NESS, KNOCKIN' DOWN THE DOOR, SHOW ME 
THE MONEY, WORD ON THE STREET, PUTTING IT 
OUT and BRIGHT LIGHTS, BIG SCREEN. Some of the 
special guest included Daddy-0 (former Sr. VP of A&R 
at MCNStetsasonic), Richard Blair (Motown A&R), 
Legendary Traxs ter (Co-owner of CWAL), George 
Daniels (George 's Music Room), Mary Datcher (KBA 
Marketing), Vinnie Brown (Naughty by Nature), No l.D: · 
(Relativity Records) Deany Jones (Track One Records), 
Leonard Brooks (Manager to 0 ' Jays, and Gerald Levert), 
Kimo Williams (Omic Records), John Hall (Aristar), 
Lathan Hodge and Sheldon Lane (Herbert media), Paul 
Wilson and Jun Mhoon (Un-D-Nyable) and many, many 
more. 

The panel gave tools on having good business sense 
and offered some advice on everyday survival in the 
industry. "The single and most important thing is the love 
for the music. People who love what they do always come 

out 
said. Each panel had interesting 
subject matters and "kept it real." 
It was the uncut discussion of 
real life in the music business. 

The one thing that makes the 
C.U.M.A. conference different 
from any other conference is "we 
reach out to 
the music 
industry pro
fessionals and 
by doing so we 
make them 
aware that the 
students here 
at Columbia 
want to get 
involved in the 
business. In 
return, the 
industry gives 
by providing 
them with 
internships and 
allowing them 
to network for 
future employ-
ment," said 
Ernest Perry, founder of 
C.U.M.A .. Some of the people 
who helped make this confer
ence come together were; Lauren 
Kellye Ransom, Kevin Shine, 
Janielle Taylor and John 

College, Student Organization il and Creators 
Associated Labels, plus many more made the C.U.M.A. 
conference a success. Many vendors also attended includ
ing Sprite, Puma, BMG, All Natural, Bufus Marino, 
Ch'rewd Marketing & Prmotions, XXL Magazine and 
CLB Magazine. 

C.U.M.A. concluded the evening at the Hm House 
with musical 
appearances 
by Psycho 
Drama , 
Syndicate, 
Qualoheem 
and others. 
The day was 
filled with 
good guests 
and great 
m u s i c . 
C.U.M.A. has 
been in exis
tence for 
three years 
now and the 
o rganization 
started out 
with five 
members. 

Today the organization has approximately fifty members 
and growing. "Making music is a business, usc your edu
cation wisely and as a tool to market yourself in this 
industry," said George Daniels. Thank you C.U.M.A. for 
opening up the doors for Columbia College studen ts who 
are interested in venturing into the business of music. 
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Men's swimwear gets some new looks 
By Roy H. Campbell 
Knighi·Ridder Newspapers 

Does he wear boxers or briefs? Since the advent of 
modern-day underpants, people have tried to judge 
men by the underwear they prefer. 

Some people also play the beach version: Is he 
into boxer-style swim trunks • Hawaiian patterns and 
the like • or bikini _, __ ,...._ 

sty I e s , 
from con
servative 
Speedos to 
racier and 
skimpier 
looks? 

T h i s 
seaso n , 
swim wear 
pundits get 
some new 
looks to 
ponder as 
the old 
standbys • 
boxers and 
Spcedos · 
a d o p I 
some scc
o n d 
cousins. 

w c 
recruited 
Temple University students Quincy Cross, a personal 
trainer, and Anthony "Tavian" Wilkins, a pan-time 
model, to show off the looks you might encounter on 
the beach this summer. 

In the boxer-look category are long colorful trunks 
with drawstrings "outside," modeled after the long 
denim shorts that skateboarders wear and the cutoff 
pants popular with surfers. These new trunks arc 
especially popular in the swimwear collections of 
Nautica. Tommy Hilfigcr, Ralph Lauren and 
Timberland. They arc aimed at hip-hoppers and 
Generation X. 

Many are two- toned, usually combining a bright 
color such as orange with a more neutral shade such 
as white or navy blue. The material is often shiny 

nylon or microfiber. Prices range from $19.99 at dis
counters such as T.J. Maxx to about $50 in depan
ment stores. 

On the bikini front, swimwear compahies and 
high-fashion designers are adding sexy details to 
solid-color trunks. 

Gucci's summer bikinis are slashed open just 
below the waist for a tantalizing glimpse of flesh. 

Other styles are 
adorned at the front 
or side with a glit· 
tering rhinestone 
G. 

John Banlett is 
also making waves. 
His spring bikinis 
are cut out at the 
back, just shon of 
indecency, and also 
slashed on both 
sides of the hip. 

The more 
adventure so me 
might hit the surf 
wearing Tom of 
Finland's ultra-hot 
swimwear col lec
tion. One design 
uses laces to hold 
the sides together. 
Other styles are 
detailed with tattoo 
motifs or chains. 

"Women have y 
s wimsuits with cut-out and sheer panels for years; it's 
about time that men 's suits got sexy," said Gary 
Robinson. codesigner of the New York-based Tom of 
Finland collection. 

Gucci and Banlctt paved the way in high fashion, 
he said, with racy trunks that cost from $100 to $250. 
Most of the Tom of Finland trunks go for about $40 
a pair. 

"We went out on a limb with this collection and 
we' re very gratified that it's selling, although there 
does seem to be a lot of go-go boys that are buying 
them," he said. "We told them make sure to wear 
them to the beach, too. They can get wet." 

© Knight-Ridder Newspapers, 1998 

Have a 
!Jr:ea~ SUMMerY 

Are you interested in 
picking up some 

extra cash in the Fall? 

The Columbia 
Chronicle will 

return in the Fall. 

Until then, kick 
back and have fun. 

~outrum 
ieserue t1. 

If you are, The 
Chronicle is looking for 
a Circulation Manager 

for the Fall semester. 

No experience needed. 

For more information, 
please contact James 

Boozer @ 312-344-7343 
to set up an interview. 
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Chronicle Staff Photo Poll 

Wnat was your favorite Cnronic{e memory from tnis past year? 

editing mistakes. Oh wait, you said 
favorite memory _not fantasy." 

James 
Special Sections Editor 
"I really don 't have a favorite memory 
because this semester has been hell for 
me. My ulcer grew to the size of a base
ball and I think it's about to explode!" 

Michelle DuFour, Managing 
"When I made x-mas ornaments out 
walnuts for everyone, or wail, the time 
I made cupcakes. No maybe the jour
nalism convention, or better yet, the 
long nights at the South Loop Club .. . " 

a mail 
after look

ing at pornaography. Or it could have 
been when a fanner film reviewer was 
sent on an assignment and overdosed 
on pills in front of Roger Ebert." 

Chris 
"Learning who was doing who around 
this office and creating a flow chart." 

"My favorite memories would shock 
our readers so I'll share my 5th memo
ry - Reading the first draft of this 
week's editorials. Actually, they're sttll 
funny." 

"Being done deadline. It was 
the best feeling. Oh wai t, that was just 

- a fantasy. The really good copy editors. 
No that's not it either. It definitely has 
to be the free phone calls and internet 
access!" 

Jerry 
"Well ... you see... drinks a bit, 
don' t remember a whole lot." 

Dan 
"When one of our most respected 
reporters, Leon Trippleu, vomited at 
the South Loop Club and had to be 
escorted home. That and many other 
drunken tales. All Chronicle Staffers
Good Luck!" 

" I wrote a column ast semester about 
my best friend Mark and tried to give 
him an alias, which fai led miserably. 
Everyone on .staff knew who it was 
when they first met him. It became 
the running joke on staff, whenever 
his name came up or when he called." 

Rui Kaneya, News Editor 
· "After coming to Chicago three 

not knowing anyone, I 
suicidal. I didn't 

see or talk to anyone. I didn't 
· bathe. Mostly I just drank like a 
fish. Then I joined the Chronicle. 
It became the light of my life. It 

me a sense of pride and sat-
, --------- --- I' ll always cherish the 

ts when I picked up the 
and found mistakes. 
like finding Columbia 

j m,isp•ell•ed on the front page. And 
here has been like 

Place" unfolding 
me, fi lied with suspense 

and tension and the good, old 
dark room. Now that I' m gradu
ati ng, I don't know what to do. I 
think I' II j ust go back to my 

...., ____ _.Oil twisted life, turn out the light and 
booze it up big time." 



2 SPOR' L , June I. ltJtJX 

Drum roll please ......... l.Adus and Gentlemen, I'm proud to present: 

THE FINAL "SARA ON 
SPORTS" COLUMN!.!! 

A
h yes, the very last time my words will grace the pages of the ever-so- pro
fessional Columbia Chronicle. This is it. The grand finale, the last round, I 
can even hear the buzzer on the clock. 

It's done. It's finito. It's all over now, baby! And to be completely honest with 
you, I'm quite ecstatic about it. 

You see, those of you who know me know that I've been having one hell of a 
semester. A lot of you are graduating in June as well, and you know what I've been 
going through. The impatient, frustrated, motivation-lacking sensations of pure anxi
ety and eagerness. The desire to do absolutely nothing ... but eat, drink.. and sleep. I 
tell ya', I'm there man, and it's killin' me! 

But, I do have a confession to make. I have been looking forward to this final col
umn for a long, long time. It's going to be my only opportunity to tell all of you a lit
tle b1t about myself, respond to some of your criticisms, and basically, get the last 
word dammt! 

There are quite a few people who I know here at Columbia who say they only read 
my column because they know who I am. It's a bit more personalized that way, and 
whether someone is interested in sports or not, simply knowing who I am makes it 
somewhat entertaining to read. 

Now, there are quite a few more people who I don~ know here at Columbia who 
also read my column. I know this for a couple of reasons. One: most of the letters 
written to the editor are from names I don't recognize (especially the disguised wuss
es like 'The Goateed Enigma"). And two: a few people address me as "Sara on 
Sports" rather than Sara Willingham, or just Sara. 

As a matter of fact, just a couple weeks ago, a teacher in the Journalism depart
ment was teaching his class when I walked by the doorway. I waved at him because 1 
met him before, but he's never been an instructor of mine. He said, "Hey Sara 
c'mon in here!" So I walked into the room and he introduced me to his dass. He 
said, 'This is "Sara on Sports" who writes the weekly column in The Chronicle. 
Doesn't she look like she's six feet tall from the picture?! And look at her!" 

And there I stood looking like a harmless, dirty ole' Dead Head. 
And then it dawned on me: I need to write a column briefly explaining who I am, 

where I came from, and why I'm here. That way, those of you who have been read
ing "Sara on Sports," and have no clue about me, can draw a final conclusion about 
my opinions and my writing skills .. . whether you generally agree with me or not. 

I'm 24 years old, and I grew-up in a far northwest suburb called Cary. I graduated 
from Cary-Grove High School in I 991 and had my sights set on Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana. Before jumping into the college years, I must tell you a few 
things about high school. I was a cheerleader. Yes, I admit it, and stop laughing! I 
was a football and a basketball cheerleader for four years, and I was damn good at it 
too! The Kentucky Wildcat Cheerleaders even nominated me as an "NCA All
American Cheerleader" my senior year. Oh yes, it was quite an honor. (I'm being 
sarcas!Jc because I'm pretty much the furthest thing from cheerleader material today). 
I was a cool cheerleader though. I even made us lye-dyes to wear at camp. 

Anyhow, I also played softball for 12 years. We're not talkin' about this 16-inch, 
mush ball, slow-pitch crap. I mean fast-pitch, hard ball, with a glove softball... the 
good stuff. 

And that's the extent of my athletic experience. No, I never played basketball, 
football , hockey, soccer, tennis, golf, etc. Although it is true that I do enjoy a peace
ful I 8 holes every now and again, I pretty much suck at golf. 

So then I went to college at I.U. in 1991-'92, and all I did was party and conse
quently gain weight. I was an avid Grateful Dead fan back then, as I am now but I 
let it consu_me most of my thoughts. I didn't go to class, I didn't do my hom:work, I 
was the ep1tome of a slacker. 1 didn't get thrown out of school, but I left willingly 
after one year. 

After moving back home, 1 was a big pain in my parents· butts and I snottily 
moved out on my own with a boyfriend named Frank. Frank is the biggest sports fan 
I know. Throughout my years here at Columbia I have had to call on Frank quite a 
few times to explain something to me that 1 didn't know or was unsure of. He's still 
a great friend of mine, but man, he was iilipossible to Jive with. 

_1 ~as forced to eat, drink,, and sleep sports. Sportscenter at least twice a day. 
Fhppmg back-n-forth between Cubs and Sox games. One T.V. set for television, and 
the other for Nintendo. It was crazy. On our first date, Frank and I went to the Bears 
game by day ... drove an hour-and-a-half back to the 'burbs ... and turned around and 
made it back to The Stadium for the Hawks game (and my first hooker sighting) that 
rught. 

Right then and ther_e I was hooked (no pun intended) on sports. It took one night 
of screarrung obscemt1es at the referees w1th the rest of the drunken, disgruntled, yet 
h1ghly passionate Blackhawks fans to make me fall in Jove. And when I decided to 
finally go back to school in 1995, I hoped to; pursue a degree in Broadcast Journalism 
with a sports emphasis ... if possible. 

And sol came to Columbia that fall, and I took my first steP. into three straight 
years of b1zarre phenomenon. From first talking on mic, and liking it. .. to writing the 
first sports column, and creating an entire section reserved specifically for sports. 
When I took Dave Kohl 's Sportscasting class in my first semester, I was the dumb 
one. I didn' t even know what a box score was, let alone how to read it! I must say I 

got discouraged, but reporting news just didn' t do it for me. 
Then came Red Mottlow's Sports Play-by-Play class. 
It was just last year, and it solidified my goal to report sports someday, somehow. 

I was given some golden opportunities through that class. From the Hawks' locker 
room, to the Bulls' locker room, I really learned a lot about the biz_ I was even able 
to get myself on tape asking Michael Jordan a question in the lockerroom after last 
year~s late March game against the Western Conference defending champs; Seattle. It 
was mcred1ble to say the least: · 

"Michael, do you auribute these 18 boards because you were guarding Payton 
tonight?" 

"No, 1 don 't think so ... } think it was just a concentrated effort to get back and help 
out with the boards ... ya' know, and uh, a Jolla missed shots. I think we shot 38 per
cent and they had to shoot right around there. " 

I swear to god ... Michael Jordan. It was very cool, to say the least. 
Afte~ that experience, I was sold on the idea of pursuing sports reporting. A per

sonal fnend of mme hooked me up with Glen Kozlowski from WGN Radio. He took 
me to the 'GN broadcast of the NFL Draft last year at Halas Hall. From there, aside 
from getting to know Glen, Tom Waddle, Dave Kaplan, and their producer/intern at 
the II !lie, Steve Buchman, etc., I was able to land an internship at WMAQ Radio 
worktn~ on the Sports Huddle. You know, Bnan Dav1s, Dave Pasch, Peggy Kuzinski, 
Jeff Jomak, Wayne Larrivee, Hub Arkush, Tom Thayer, Columbia alum' Josh Liss 
etc. (no, I'm not done dropping names yet). ' 

At 'MAQ I was joined by two other Columbia Radio students and we rocked as 
interns. We actually had impressive, rather advanced skills. Thr~ugh my Senior 
Honors Program class, I was able to work with other professionals such as Toni 
Ginetti, and Rick Telander. 

I've really been able to bank on some rare opportunities ... Columbia has been good 
for me. All of my teachers (radio, journalism, gen. ed., whatever ... sports or no sports) 
have been tremendous, and a pleasure to work with (I'm not kissing-butt, I'm being 
honest). 

So that's me, that's where I come from, and that's how and why I'm here today. 
Now ... on to the last word(s). 
There are a pair of individuals who have stood out to me in the past two semesters. 

They are a couple of guys who have gotten so utterly frustrated with my column at 
limes, that they felt the burning urge to vent about it in the form of a letter to the edi-
tor ... or shall I say Jette!'~ to the editor. . 

The first one, Corey Miggins, of Kennedy-King College writes for a publication 
called "New Expressions.'_' I th_ink ~e said he's a freshman in college, and hopes to 
transfer to S~uthern Ilhno1s UmveTSJty ~.S.A.P. The offices for "NE" just happen to 
be located directly adJacent to the Chrorucle offices m the Wabash Building. Corey 
had stopped by asking for me a couple of t1mes, but I'm rarely at the Chronicle. 

Anyhow, to make a long story short, Corey was the guy who wrote a letter chal
lengmg me to a game of sports trivia. And then he tried to hunt me down because his 
rage was so overwhelming (I guess). 

I finally went next door th_inlting. to myself, "Well, Sara, this is it, this is when you 
have to go up agamst a skeptical male and try to hold your own talkin' sports even 
though you kno:OV you're not the most knowledgeable sports fan, and you' ve only -
been mterested m sports for about five years. This is it. You better come up with 
something good.'' 

I'm proud to say that Corey accidentally forgot there's more to sports reporting 
than statistics. I started dropping names like crazy (like I did about six paragraphs 
ago), and Corey didn' t even get a question out. Remember the old adage: "In tliis 
business it's not what you know, it's who you know." 

OK, so that's a pretty _crappy thing, to do. I realize that there are~of students 
here at Columbia who know lLl21 of working profeSsionals, ana droppiii~ narli~ Silii
ply 1sn:t cool. There are lLl21 of people in the business who'llllm:l, kilow: (I'm sim
ply trymg not to msult my peers who are also succeeding in their quest to "break in"). 

So I suppose I apologize to Corey, but must say I held my own just fine. 
And then came the cocky, little journalism student. I'll call him "Larry." Larry 

attempted to rip me for not writing about "the biggest story in Chicago this year." 
The story that Kerry Wood tied the MLB record for number of strikeouts in a game 
(20), and the set the record for the most K's in two consecutive starts (33). 

Well, sorry to disappoint you, Larry, but I think I've made it quite obvious over the 
years that I'm not a stinlcin' Cubs fan! And, this is an opinion column, and my 
o~inion about Kerry Wood is that he's just a youngin'. And before they .ruin a good 
thmg, Cub fans need to put the fact that he's 20 years old into perspective. He could 
easily crumble under pressure, lose his confidence, grow a beer gut, and lose some 
speed on his hundred-mile-an-hour fastball. 

Aside from being biased against the Cubs, I didn't write that story because it was 
old news by the time the next Chronicle came out, and to simply state that it hap
pened would have been boring. C'mon, I don' t see too many Columbia students who 
want to read anything about sports let alone bogus, mainstream reporting of the facts. 
That's already been done, Lar'. 

So I guess that my ultimate point is this: . . · 
Am 1 the biggest, most knowledgeable, most fanatical sports fan alive? No. No 

way. Do I have the interest in sports and the skills to report it over the radio and 
write it in the paper? Yes. Do I have the personality to make solid contacts and 
working relationships with those who we listen to and read every day? Yes. And, 
maybe most importantly, do I have the balls to stand up to men who are intirhidated 
by a woman tallcing sports? No. I have something even better than that guys, and 
they're called ovaries. 

So look out Corey and Larry, because I have this sinking feeling that the next time 
I read your names it will be in print. And it'll be in the form of a resume skimming 
across my desk. But I must thank you for one thing: Thank you for giving me the 
motivation to write a column week after week for three semesters, and the ability to 
head out into the real world with a clue to what I'll be up against. I must say I have 
gotten a charge out of knowing that you disagree with me, but more so because I 
know you read "Sara on Sports." 

And to all of my friends and peers and teachers who have been reading my column·;. 
thanks, it means a lot. 

As t~e la:'t paragraph of my sports column career-at Columbia begins to unfold, I 
would JUSt hke to say-that I couldn't have done it without everyone whom I've·met in 
the past three years. From department chairperso_ns on down' to the group of people 
who I sat with in my Biology of Human Sexua!JIY<class nyo_y~·I!8<J. Thanks. And 
from the bottom of my heart, I can't even begin to tel£ you "What along slnJnu 
TRIP U's been!" 

Adios, Columbia! Have a good summer, and keep the peace ........ .. .. 

Sincerely, 
Sara 
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