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Al is King’ of triumph and controversey

By Joseph Sehrank

Correspondent

The year was 1974, 1 was 5 years old.
Many students in this school weren’t even
born yet.

The Vietnam War was reaching its end
and racial tension in America were at their
highest point with terrible riots only a few
years past.

The year was 1974 and it belonged to
Muhammad Ali, the sclf-proclaimed

“greatest” fighter of all time.
Tie all of these factors together and you

have enough material to make hundreds of
documentaries. To make one that covers
all would be almost impossible.

“When We Were Kings—The true story
of the Rumble in the Jungle” touches on all
of these aspects with Ali as the central fig-
ure.

Any documentary of Ali must include
his conversion to the Nation of Islam and
subsequent refusal to register with
Selective Service. It also should include
his message of black unity and desire for
African Americans to learn African histo-
ry.

“Kings” does this beautifully with
extensive footage of the Ali-Foreman fight
in Kinshasa, Zaire on Oct. 30, 1974 and
footage since the fighters” arrival in Zaite
over one month earlier.

Two of America’s most recognized
writers, Norman Mailer and George
Plimpton, offer commentary of their cov-
erage of the fight. Spike Lee also stars and
speaks of Ali's importance not only in
sports but as an African-American leader.

The fight was promoted by Don King,
who promised both fighters $5 million,
which he was to get from Zaire. The pres-
ident of Zaire, Mobutu Sese Seko, saw the
fight as a way to put the tountry in a world
spotlight.

Ali saw the fight as a way to show
African Americans their heritage while
proving his greatness in the ring. Coming
into the fight, George Foreman was an

overwhelming favorite. He was much ~

younger, stronger and the hardest puncher
Ali was ever to face. Most experts said Ali
was (oo old, at 32, and just couldn’t with-
stand the punishment Foreman would give
him. .
The bout was originally scheduled in
September of 1974 but was put off due to
a cut Foreman suffered during sparring.
Ali continued his downplay of Foreman,
which he did with all of his opponents.

Many writers saw this as Ali's way of-

putting off his fear of Foreman.

Foreman matched Ali's Olympic gold
medal of 1960 with one of his own in
1968. Additionally, Foreman easily dis-
patched of Ken Norton and Joe Frazier, the
only two men to defeat Ali. Foreman
knocked out Frazier one year earlier to
gain the world heavyweight title, the title
Frazier took from Ali. He had won 40
straight fights coming into this one, 37 by
knockout.

“Kings™ displays the ease with which
Ali captured the love of the continent of
Africa, His openness to the people of Zaire
was the direct opposite to Foreman’s
demeanor. Malik Bowens, an artist of
Zaire, said that Ali was much more human
than Foreman and people gravitated to him
even though Foreman was darker in com-
plexion. Foreman also made the mistake of
stepping off his plane with his German

Shepherd by
his side.
M an y
Zairians
w er ef
offended by %
this as the
Shepherd
was the
d. e g
police 4
used during
recent Belgian
colonial rule.

place

‘on Oct. 30 at 4:00 a.m. local time. This

was done so it could be seen in prime time
in America. The sefting was an open air
arena named the 20" of May Stadium.

The footage of the fight is the culmina-
tion of Ali’s mastery in the ring. His defeat
of Foreman made him only the second
man, the first being Floyd Patterson, to
win the heavyweight title for a second
time. -

Also a big part of “Kings” was a music
festival designed to help make profits for
the fight. Performances by James Brown
and a young B.B. King added to the power
of the film.

All things considered, “Kings” is a tri-
umph for director Leon Gast and produc-
ers David Sonenberg, Taylor Hackford and
Gast. It shows, the greatness of Ali in his
prime as well as his controversial aspects.
It gives the younger generation a glimpse
of Ali before his bout with Parkinson’s dis-
€ase.

Many of the issues Ali confronted are
still important in today’s society. His

‘importance as a political figure has been

overshadowed by the media and entertain-
ment industries portrayal of him as an
idiot. We should be ashamed of ourselves
because Ali is still the same man but now
suffering from an incurable, terrible dis-
ease.

“Kings” is a must see not only boxing
fans, but for any viewer interested in
American history.
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plans for Spring break?

Brian Markiewis

Sam Munoz
Theater
Sophomore

I’'m going to cat
the Easter eggs after
they have been col-
ored and been sit
ting around for
about 3 or 5 days

Robert Raisbeck

de la Torre

Theater

Senior

I will get some
tanning sessions and
then tell everybody |
went to Aruba.

Angela Farruggia
Theater
Junior

Visiting with old
friends, catching up
on lost sleep and
making money by
working extra.

Melissa Humbert
Theater
Senior

Staying as  far]

away from Florida as
is humanly possible.

Eric Meyers
Film/Video
Senior

When is Spring
break?

Matt Dwyer
Accounting
Senior

1 thought I'd spend
some time in South
America helping build
huts for the poor as
well as getting in tune
with the Earth and my
spiritual side.




