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GRADING YOUR SCHOOL 

Chicago Teens: Tell us about your school, the good, the bad. Education, food service, student 
voice, sports, and your school security. The school that sends in the most surveys replies will be 
featured in our March issue. Send your surveys to: 619 S. Wabash lnd Floor 60605 or email 
to lenox@newexpresslon.org 

EDUCATION 
Consideration: Courses offered atJiour school will help me be successful in my post-secondarY education and my career 
choice. Teachers are fair but frien ly . They know me personally and encourage me to develop my individual potential 
to the best of my ability. 

A B c D F 
COMMENT: ____________________________________ __ 

STUDENT VOICE 
Consideration: Principal and faculty ask us about what's bothering us and discuss new policies that affect us. When 
decisions are made, they explain their logic and listen to our feedback and concerns. 

A B c D F 
COMMENT: ____________________________________ ___ 

FOOD SERVICE 
Consideration: Food is good with wide variety of choices and served well. Food is healthy but not nasty. Cafeteria has 
space and we are allowed time to enjoy our meals. 

A B c D F 
COMMENT: ____________________________________ __ 

SPORTS & ACTIVITIES 
Consideration: We have many opportunities to play sports and participate in other activities at school. Our coaches and 
club advisors are knowledgeable and give us a chance of participating/competing without playing favorites. Equipment 
is functional and facilities are well maintained. 

A B c D F 
COMMENT: ____________________________________ __ 

SECURITY /._ SAFETY 
Consideration: School is safe from violence and negative outside elements. Staff security is competent and diligent about 
upholding school security standards without denying our personal liberty and rights. 

A B c D F 
COMMENT: ____________________________________ __ 

FACILITY 
Consideration: The school is well-maintained with equipment that functions as designed and all areas are kept clean. 

A B c D F 
COMMENT: ____________________________________ __ 

Name----------------
School 

Grade 

Date ---------------------------------------



Head On Collision 
By Danielle Eureste 
Lane Tech 

Maria just moved to Toronto from New York. It's a 
huge change, considering she's in a new country, tech
nically. She moved up there with her dad after her 
parent's divorce. She's new and doesn't know anyone 
or anything in Toronto. She's starting school next 
week in the middle of the school year. and she's really 
nervous she's going to be an outcast. 

On the first day she meets a guy named Christian. He 
saw her confusion in the little, one-floored high 
school, and offered a helping hand. They began talking 
as he helped her carry her books to her next class. 
She told him she knew nothing about Toronto and she 
didn't know anyone there either. He followed by, "You 
know me!" This is the first smile she's felt a sense of 
joy. since her move. When they got to her next class 
she thanked him for helping her out. Just as she was 
walking into class, he asked her if she'd ltke to go out 
sometime, "just to get to see the c•ty. of course." She 
said yes and they planned to go out of Friday. 

The rest of the week seemed to take forever because 
she was so excited about Friday. She told her dad she 
was going out w1th a guy from school, and he was very 
surprised. She told him she was a junior like her, he 
was on the wrestling team, and was the first person to 
talk to her at school. He said he didn't approve of a 
date so soon, but she denied the term "date" and she 
said it was just to get to know him and the City. 

Christian picked her up at 7:00pm and offered to take 
her to the mall and a movie. They went to the mall 
and saw some of the other wrestlers from the 
wrestling team. They all introduced themselves and 
asked Christian if she was his new girlfriend. He kept 
saying, 

"No, she's just a friend." 
Which they all laughed and said, "You know what that 
means. HE LIKES HER!!" 

Maria tried to laugh this off, but Inside she felt awk
ward. She could tell he was mad at them for saymg 
that, which gave it away that it was true. She didn't 
mind though. He was gorgeous anyway! Even though 
they had just met she had fallen for him the moment 
they met. 

Afterward, they went to see a horror movie. Together 
it was more like a comedy. They made fun of the peo
ple that jumped, the bad special effects, and horrible 
acting. After the hilarious horror flick they sat on a 
bench and got to know each other better. It turns out 
they had a lot more in common than they had 
thought. Their parents were both divorced, they both 
loved Italian food, and they both adored "Phantom of 
the Opera." 

"I want to apologize for what my friends said at the 

a short story 

mall today. I know it was weird because we don't 
know each other that much." Christian said. 
"It's ok, I know how friends can .be. They don't real
ize what they're say1ng." Mana said trymg her best to 
comfort him. 
"But. I have to adm1t. they know me better than any
one-- And it is true, I really do like you. I thmk 
you're so much fun to be around, not to mention 
beautiful" Christian sa1d 

Taken completely by surpnse Maria looked deep into 
Christian's crystal blue eyes. Not knowmg what to 
say she said "Thank you." Begmn1ng to laugh she said 
"Thank you so much, no one's ever sa1d anything like 
that before." 

Christian took her hand and held It tight and asked, 
"Would you ltke to be my g•rl fnend? I know It's 
soon, but I just feel a connection With you" 

She couldn't believe what she was heanng. A guy she 
just met from che Vars•ty Wrestlmg Team was asking 
her out. How could she say no? "Of course, I'd love 
to be." She couldn't resist and k1ssed h1m on the 
cheek. He then took her face and gently pulled her 
in for a kiss on the l1ps. 

Realizing how much time had gone by, they got into 
Christian's car and drove to her house. By the rime 
she got in it was I 2:00am, her curfew was I 0:30pm. 
Her dad was waiting for her. He yelled at her and 
told her she can't go out w1th Chnst1an anymore. 
She knew he was JUSt mad so she sa1d, "Whatever 
Dad, I'll talk to you tomorrow'" 

When Maria woke up the next mornmg she found a 
post-It and her forehead that sa1d: 
Good morn1ng Sweetheart. 
You're grounded 
Love, Dad? 

She screamed at the top of her lungs and realized 
she was home alone. She went downstairs, looked 
out the window, and saw her dad took the car She 
took this opportunity to call Christian and tell h1m 
she was grounded. She called his cell phone 3 t1mes 
but It went straight to voice mall. She left a messa.ge 
saying she'd try co get a hold of h1m before her dad 
got back. Then she sat on the sofa with a bowl of 
cereal and turned on the TY. 

The TV was stationed to the news. Just as she was 
about to change the channel, she heard her last 
name, Rodriguez. She continued to watch. There 
was a news reporter talking about a car crash Involv
ing two people, both people died. She listened for 
the names. The names were Robert Rodriguez and 
Chnstian Rowe. 

horoscope 
Whitney Helm 
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Aquarius Jan 20th-Feb 8th 
Let thiS be a calm and relaxong ome for you. Don't stress 
or over work yourself. You've forgotten how to have 
fun .... let this be a orne for you ro remember. Be 
carefree' 

Pisces Feb 19th M.lrch 20th 
Be yourselfl Don't try ro please others with who you 
thtnk they Will hke.True friends wm love you for who 
you are. 

Aries March 19th Apnl '9th 
En1oy surpnses, even the bntest package can have the 
btggest reward 

Ta urus Apnl 20th May 20th 
Srop the gossiping! Confront a friend and tell her what 
you really feel Don't sugarcoat anymore.T;Uce thiS ome 
to thtnk out what you want to say 

Gemini May 21st )uoelltt> 
Don't rush tnto anything. let nawre take tt's course. The 

thtngs that are meant to be will happen. 

Cancer june 22nd U'l' 22 
Trials and setbacks may have you down. But hope for the 
best and keep your cool 

Leo ju~. 23rd August 22nd 
Let go of past regrets and moVI! on tnto the future Your 
hfe can't always be ltke a storybook. Hold on <0 the 
people m the present as oght "' you can. 

VIrgo 1\ ug 23rd -September 22nd 
Fceltng Restless! Take up a new hobby You'll be happier 
tn the end 

Libra Septet"ber :Urd -Octooer 23rd 
Feehng gu.lty' Spill your guts, to 3 diary or 3 blog. In the 
long run gerong out those feelmgs w ill help you. 

Scorpio Octobet ~4- No,~ber 2 st 
Let your heart lead you as you embark oo thts new 
chapter of your hfe. 

Sagittarius November ">2na- Decembet 2 st 
Don't be jealous. Recogntze your abiltoes and don't hate 
on others 

Capricorn December 22nd -j<lr' I <lth 
Let yourself be apprt>ciated but don't get big headed. 
appreetate others as well. 
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The Chinese New Year's day for 2006 is on January 29, 2006.1t is the Year of the Dog. The Year of the Dog is Year 4704 based on Chinese 
lunar calendar. For people born in the Year of the Dog tend to have a sense of loyalty, honestly, and the ability to inspire others. Dog 
People can be somewhat selfish, terribly stubborn, and eccentric. They care little for wealth. yet somehow always seem to have money. 
They can be cold emotionally and sometimes distant at parties.l'hey can find fault with many things and are noted for their sharp tongues. 
Dog people make good leaders. They are compatible with those born in the Years of the Horse, Tiger; and Rabbit. 
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