











GUILD COMPLEKX & YOUNG
CHICAGO AUTHORS PRESENT.:

YOUTH EVENTS

March 1-3 2nd Annual Chicago Teen Poetry Slam

Sat March 2 Preliminary Rounds 11-6 pm at Square One, 1561 N
Milwaukee Ave

Sun March 3 Semi-finals and Final Round 1-7 pm, Vittum Theater, 1012 N.
Noble St.

Participating groups include: Westside Alternative High School, Gage Park
HS, Gordon Tech HS, Gwendolyn Brooks College Prep, Howard Alternative HS,
Kuumba Lynx, Antonia Pantoja HS, Francis Parker HS, Prosser HS, Young
Women's Leadership Charter HS, Mather HS, ACT HS, Lane Tech HS, Ida Crown
HS, Holy Trinity HS, Kenwood HS, Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos Alternative HS, Noble
Street Charter HS, Young Chicago Authors, Northside College Prep HS.

Prizes for winners contributed by the Union League Civic & Arts Foundation
Slam Poetry Prize.

Tues March 12 Ladies Night

4 pm Word Wide Writing Workshop

6:30 Open Mic

7:00 Performance featuring Sirens, GirlSpeak and
Young Women Leadership Charter High School

Tues March 26 YCA Night

4 pm Word Wide Writing Workshop

6:30 Open Mic

7:00 YCA students read from recent work including
"winter biggies"

Youth Events are free.

Supported by: John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Kraft Foods,
INlinois Arts Council, Chicago Dept. of Cultural Affairs City Arts, Lloyd A. Fry
Foundation, Girls Best Friend Foundation, Elizabeth Morse Charitable Funds

GUILD COMPLEX MARCH EVENTS

Wed March 6 @ 4:00 pm
Dreambuilders African-American Screenwriters Competition Free

Weds March 6 @ 7:30pm
Teatro Vistro Reading excerpts from the play "lcarus”

Wed March 13 @ 7:30pm open mic

Musicality of Poetry Series XI: Women's Singer Songwriter Summit featuring
Maggie Brown, Ellen Rosner, Amina Norman-Ellis, Jacqueline Wilson, and
Nikki Mitchell

The Guild Complex Musicality of Poetry series is made possible in part by a
grant from the lllinois Humanities Council.

Wed March 20 @ 7:30pm
Book Release for “Bitter Coffee” by Frank Varela and "House of Women" by
Gwendolyn Mitchell

Fri March 22 @ 7:00pm

Grace Paley and Michael Warr: Begin Again Reading Stories and Poetry with
an introduction by Studs Terkel

Chicago Historical Society, 1601 N. Clark St.

$8/$5 students/seniors/Guild Complex/CHS members

A Meet the Author Reception for Guild Complex members follows the read-
ing. The reception is a benefit for the Guild Complex. By becoming a Guild
Complex member at the $50 membership level or $20 students/seniors/working
artists, you get a year of Guild Complex membership benefits, plus, entrance to
this special reception. Already a member? You get in for $10. Enjoy food, drink,
and great company, not to mention one of your favorite writers. Call Guild
Complex, 773.227.6117 for more information and group rates.

Public parking is located one block north of CHS at Clark and LaSalle. Enter
on Stockton Drive. Handicapped parking is available upon request.

Presented by Guild Complex in collaboration with Chicago Historical Society
and Young Chicago Authors. This event is made possible by a grant from the
Joyce Foundation. Media support provided by Chicago Public Radio.

All events are $5/$3 students/seniors/members and take place at the Chopin
Theatre, 1543 W. Division unless otherwise noted.

|d All Guild Complex events are held at the Chopin

gm Theater, 1543 W. Division unless otherwise stated.
wmple Call 773. 227.6123, e-mail

i . guildcomplex@earthlink.net, or visit us on the web at
AT w DISCUSSION = FiCTION  Www.guildcomplex.com. Admission at the door.

The Elegance of the
Black woman

by Anjelica Howard,
Morgan Park

The elegance of the black
woman is an mystery to every
man that trys to find the
understanding and meaning of
the true essences of who and
what she is. The knowledge
and true unknowing of what
the Lord has blessed you with.
The mistreat of the glue of
the family and wonder why
she’ll leave before you destroy
her. The eve of her arrive is
the purest of celebration.The
day of departure is the sad-
dest of tragedy.

The elegance of an black
woman is stated at the glance
of an picture.

The Entrée into an room as
she warms your heart with no
words.

The coolness of her raft.
The warmness of her touch,
the love that she can seem to
give in the little time you have
know her.The answers to
your prayers and the love of
your life. The mother that
holds you when you cry.The
daughter that makes you
laugh. The girl next to you in
class that smile can change
you world. The woman you
wish to marry and bring
home to mama.

The bearer of the children
that you proudly

show at work..The soul
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mate that makes your existed
livable and your heart lifted.
The woman that brings you to
the Lord.

The elegance of the black
woman is more than you
could handle in one lifetime
so don’t even try.

Just find that one that is all
of the above to you and you
will have accomplish an life-
time worth of work.

Plece

by Camelia Willams,
St. Scholastica

You want a piece of me!
you want a piece of me to
cherish

to have and hold

for better or worst
through sickness and in
heath

and death do you part
from that piece of me.

Do you want a piece of
me?

what part?

The part between my
thighs

or the part you can only
see with your eyes.

Why do you want a piece?
why don’t you want all of
me?

Is one piece more valuable
than the whole

Why is it equivalent to
gold silver, platinum or
chrome?

That’s how you use it

It’s just something for
you to use over and over
until it has no value.

If you want the whole
you're

going to work for it.
Either that suffer to never
feel the softness

of my inside

see the depth of my eyes,
or give

whatever you could give to
pleasure me.

He said

by Audrey Galo, Northside
College Prep

He said: woman to me is to be,
Endlessly cradled, directed,
controlled

But insincerely I say,

To Hell with the old way
Today we’ll be free,

To enjoy the day of opportunity
We are strong.

We have fought to shed this
armor of apologies

We’ll say what’s on our minds
Silence the violent men to find
The unity of women is the
strongest of its kind

Together we are unstoppable,
Pardon the cliché’

But there’s no other way to say
Women are complex but
Simple

Men you’re just a pimple

On the face of our happiness
Not all men, I'm sure

Just those wife-beating, daugh-
ter-killing punks.

Kenwood, (right) stirs up the crowd with a sensual poem that tk the

crowd by surprise, during recent NE’s Poetry Slam. NE is always looking for poets for our open mic ses-
sions. The next one will be held in April. Interested poets should contact Anjelica at 312-922-7150.

At Columbia College Chicago
600 S. Michigan Avenue
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