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THE -VOICE OF 1943

Your editor, thevchief scribe of the Voice

of Phi Sigmg in this year of Our Lord, one thousgnd
nine‘hundred and forty-three, aooroached his subject
with feelings which were, to put the mstter in its
mildest form, mixed. For me, this is Hzll z2nd Fare-
well. Hall to the past yesrs of pleasant companlons,
mental stimulus and mild disoutes; hail to freely ex-
pressed opinions by intelligent frlends, and Farewell

for a short time to all that thigs has mean't fo me.

It occurred to me in the middle of Jenuary
that 1f I were in town on February 16th, there would
inevitably be g meeting of Phi Sigmsa, =2nd I would then
be confronted with that situation well known to members
of the society wherein one member who has been selected
for the occasion as the living sscrifice of the evening
takes his vlace before the other members and engages in
a mental tug of war with them. The sacrifice sttempting
to amuse, instruct or entertain the society, =snd the
balance of the group vigorously resisting his efforts.
This resistance in genersl follows one of three lines.
The first, most generslly used, and therefore avvarently
the aporoved method 1s to obtain a seat in the back row
or outside of the main room to compose one's self com-
fortably snd then graduslly to dron off into a somnamu-
blant state which is not sleeping, but in which the voice
of the speaker oroduces = result so goporific that sleep
by comparison is &z voor substitute. The sveaskers at Phi
Sigma are particularly attuned to promote this method be-
cause they hsve been trained through years of renression-
istic meetings to never pnound & table and never rsise

their voice.
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The second method, which takes more activity
upon the vart of the reeister, 1s to engage in a low
voiced conversstion, or to interlard the speaskers dis-
course with sprightly comment. This method is doubly
efficacious because the speaker will himself occasion-

ally stoo to listen to such comments,

The third method, and one which is not so gen-
erally used, 1is to sit bolt uopright in one's chailr
and fix the spesker with a stony eye which says much
more plainly than words themselves could do, "All right,
go ahesd, entertain me." The command, "Now be funny,"
is one so difficult of execution that it has been
wisely omitted from the manual arms of every Armed

Force in the world.

Having 21l of thies prospective digscomfiture in
mind and looking for a corridor of escape, I dashed
down to the Board of Trade Building in Jsnusry, ex-
plained my predicament to the Office of Navel Officer
Procurement and they, belng kind hearted, arranged for
me to svend the evening of April 16th far from Oak Park.
However, due to a mix up in vlans, my devparture was
stayed Jjust long enough for me to be oresent this even-
ing =2nd then to dash away without the customary vneriod
of recuverstion. To add somewhat to the confusion,
your editor discovered, Jjust zt a time when it would
do him the least good, how to obtain unlimited quanti-
ties of legzsl work. To my brother lawyers, I resvect-
fully suggest that they let it be noised sbout that they
want some time to themselves; thet they don't want, and
won't take any more legsl work of any nsture, and to
plesse stay aswayv from their offices. Thelr clients,
suddenly aroused from their lethsrgic contemplation of
laswyers as a necessary evil who render probsbly useless
services, will consfrue their statement as gnother rastion-

ing attempt, and will storm their doors with a "so you



think you csn get sway without dolng my Wofk, do you?"

N
look in their eye. The only more effective way to
accomplish the same result Would.be to let the oowers
that be znnounce thst in the near future a client would,
in all probsbility, be limited to consulting his lawyer
onece a month. If my memory.doesn't fail me, and this is
one time it doesn't, it was O'Henry who said that "all
that is necesssry to obtain unlimited quantities of
money in New York is to hang 2 stout cznv;s bag on a
strong tripod at any busy intersection, place over 1t
a sign resding "Drop money here', hire a2 policemsan to
club away pikers who want to out in Cszsnadlan dimes agnd
worthless oil stocks and come back in an hour." My

inference is that I asooroached the Voice not only in

confusion, but breasthless.

In times such as these, great and sweevning

changes are the rule of the day. The rut in which one
ig sccustomed to roll serenely on his way turns suddenly
into a segment of corduroy road. The resultant shaking
up, the reaopraisal of values, the divestment of mental
moss is the one good which wars surely bring. But there
is & grest tendency azlso, to treat as valueless those
things which have gone before snd to confuse gll that

is new with a1l that is good,

Accordingly, largely to satisfy my own desire
to do so, and with the knowledge thst to pause in retro-
spection can surely hurt none of us, this issue of the
Voice 1s dedicated to those voices of the past that per-

-petuate themselves in writing in the records of our society.

Long ago, in fact in 1878, this society wss founded
by six young high school boys who resided in the then

pleasant residential section of the near west side.



They wented to hesr their own voices raised in debate,
to read to others their literary efforts, and to im-
prove their knowledge of the Arts and History. When
they presented z debate, beside the moderator and the
four debsters, they hsd but one other member snd such
guests 28 might be oresent ss an audience. The process
of expansion was gradusl. Not every young literary
asoirant met the rigid requirements of the founders.
There was another feature of the earlier meetings
which must have tended to discourage some of the guests
from letting themselves be considered as prospective
members. I refer to the dignitary whom they called =a
critic. The nearest officer which we have to that of
¢ritic 1s our secretary. It was the original duty of
the eritic who, incidentslly, held th=t position for
only one meeting, to oresent a written criticism of
the entire previous meeting. I have noted that the
early Phil Sigmites were orecise 1n their phraseology.
When they saild "eritic!", they mean't critic, and if
any one hss any doubt as to their ability to ceriticise,
I would like to present the critics report of the
meeting of April 30, 1878, written by Gerald H. Beard,
subsequently to become 2 minister, as s case in vpoint.
Were we to turn the caustic Mr. Beard, who was known
more intimstely as "Monkey" Besrd, loose uvon some of
our meetings, there is a possiblility, however remote,
that he might find some minor »oints unon which s

legitimgte criticism could be hung.

"kr, Chairman and Gentlemen: In the first nlace
we must agree with the majority of critics whom we hsve
heard, in expressing the ovinion that to maske = fsir =nd

Just criticism is no easy task. Especially do we find



this true as regerds some of the exercises of last
Tuesday Evenlng, which it becomes our duty to criticise.
But, to oroceed with our report -- The lsst meeting of
this nsmeless class wgs held on Tuesday Evening, Aoril
30th at the house of Mr. Robert Jeneson - 16 Lafdin St.
All the members were not on hsnd very nromotly (here your
critic does not seek to exonerste himself), which was =
bead beginning,.and for other ressons much time expired
before the meeting was cslled to order. At last the
members hazving seated themselves and the chalirman having
been supplied with sufficient lamp light, the exercises

commenced.,

The first thing in order was the critic's re-
vort of the previous meeting. Mr., Jeneson had been
apoointed critic and therefore he presented something
which we supnose was intended for his reoport. But oh!
here 1s where our hard task comes in. Your critic con-
fesses ne wze ouzzled and he is puzzled still. The
gentleman commenced with excuses which he reiterated so
many times thsat they quite tired us. The vaglidity of
these excuses we are compelled however to doubt. They
were in substance that the ceritic had been unexpectedly
called out of town and consequently had not his criticism

written out.

Now we do not propose to go into detsgils but
we do feel it our duty to state that the gentleman was,
we belleve, at home the grester part of the week, which

time he had to write up his criftic's revort.

And now zbout the -- what - you may cgll it --
itself. Well, we cannot go into detall sbout this either,
but we will give the class the benefit of 2z suggestion
kindly offered to us - viz - That the critic himself
was mixed, his pgpers were mixed, the objects of his

criticisms were mixed snd consequently the benefit which

“hs



we derived was rather of 2 mixed nature too. The gentle-
mgn endegvored to review the debgte of the meeting before,
but since he only remsrked on a few technical voints which
did not affect the asrgument either one way, or the other,
we pass this by. We will not comment further, but conclude
with the compliment thst the reoort wss but, "Amixture of
all which presents to the eye a grizzle of most unvaintable
dye." When the gentlemsn hed completed his strenuous
efforts, the effects on him were so great thst he went

to sleep!

Next on the progrsmmevwas the genersl study of
the United States. The members esch to resd or gpneak on
one particular part of the study. First came lMr. Jeneson
whose subject wss the Geograohy of the United States.

The gentlemen gave us much vslusble information, which,

it is safe to say every one in this wonderful cduntry

doeg well to possess.

Mr. G. H. Besrd then read az paver on the Com-

merce & lManufscture of the Country and ﬁr. Smsll followed
with a very interesting review of the History of the
United States in which he gave us many facts which we
doubtless were not scquainted with before. We.judge that
he hss studied the history well and thoroughly, otherwise
he could not have given us as complete an outline as he
did without having it gll written out. The gentleman

got a little mixed however when discoursing on the Ameri-
can Revolutionsry War, he stated in hies anxiety to de-
preciste the British Soldiers, that at one of the bsttles
"some few men came out with red costs on'. Then in slmost
the same bresth, with the same deprecable desire, he told
us that gt this ssme b-ttle "the English lost a grest
number of men" ! Mr. Small thenvstated of asnother battle
thst the English were defeated and he a2dde in what we deem

g foolish and srrogant manner "and always will be". We



thank the gentleman for his kind predictlions, but will ssy
that when if England: should go to war, it should prove to
be to the interests of the United States thet she should
be victorious, we think we shalllhear no more of this
folly. It may be moreover (and it will be nothing new)

. that we shall teach him, whether for his own interest or

no, thst he 1s grandly mistsken.

Mr., H. B. Wilson next gave us a very interesting
znd instructive sketch of the Government of the Country.
He reszd us seversl piéces on the constitution, which were
very entertaining, snd told us many things, which were new
to some of us, if not to gll. Before he hsd finished however,
the Chalrman wgs gsked if the meeting was not, according
to the rules of the class, adjourned? Uonon enguiry it
turned out to be 10:00 o'clock znd here we must censure
the Chairman for not announcing fifteen minutes egrlier
that the meeting was adjourned. We consider thst this
must have been eilther grest carelessness or wilful neglect
end trust that he will not repeat his actions as regards

the prompt ovening and closing of our meetings.

The many slang exoresslons snd interruptions

s

of various kinds are very ungentlemanly snd unparlismentary.

The gentleman who wss discourteous enough to re-
cline on the sofs hsd better not come to our meetings if
his heglth or his laziness will not vpermit him to sit up
like =z gentlemsn. We advise the chalrman to'instruct Mr.
Mgbbs in pzrlismentary rules, as he evidently needg to

realize the value of good order.

The c¢lass rose at 10 P. M. which was, as we
have szid, fifteen minutes too late and thus ended our
gsixth meeting which we think msy be improved on in many
ways.

Gergld H. Beard
Critic 5/7/78



It is with the utmost esrnestness thet I oress
the hope that Mr. Beard subsequently flayed the devil
wifh the szme enthusiasm which he disvlayed in flsying
Mr. Jeneson in this meeting. Nor wss Mr. Beard =lone
in his critical sbility, as witnecs the manner in
which the hide was removed from one Mr. Little by a
Miss J. H. Allen, who on Aprll 11lth of 1882 was one

of the first young women admitted to Phi Sigma.

"We then heard from Mr, Little. The subject
was "Psul Revere's Ride", -some varts being recited by
thzt gentleman gnd other oarts read by another gentle-
man gnd reveated by Mr. Little, and the whole out to-
gether and called a Declamation by Mr. Little. If the
latter gentleman intends to emoloy an assistant to help
him over the hsrd places in his literary work, we would
suggest that in the future the gssistasnt receive the
notice due him, gnd that the chairman snnounce from the
program -- An srticle by Mr. Little & Co. Doubtless the
very short length of time given the gentlemsn for orepa-
retion znd the newness of the gitustion were the csuses
of his errors, and we entertaln no svprehension thst when
he is azs experienced as some of the Phi Sigmites, he will

be quite as competeat to fill his oosition.!

Ever since resding these documente, T hzsve been
led into thoughtful reveries on the comments which pre-
sent meetings would recelve 1f the societies' original
critics were still on the job. Thils same Gergld Beard,
more fasmilisrly known to his contemporsries zs "Monkey
Beard, and later to become a minister, gives us an in-
sight once again into the motives which actuated the
members, tﬂé atmosohere of the meetings, and the minor
trisels which besé&ét the infeant, and nameless, class in

its twelfth meeting. You will note that Mr. Jeneson, who



was so severely criticized before, again entefs the pic-
ture. I have requested one. of our newer members, Ruth
McCearter, to regd the eritic!s renort of the 12th meeting
of Phi Sigmg. By now, you must &ll reslize that, in an
attempt to verpetuste traditions, your editor is deliber-
ately doing violence to one of Phi Sigms's oldest trg-
ditions, namely, that the Volce itself is alwsys origi-
nally written. Your Volce this year hss unhesitatingly
and without scruple borrowed, stolen and purloined from
not only ceritic's reports, but has gone even farther,
end called unon Voices of the more recent past.

Divets historians in vpasssing uoon the history of
Phi 8igme have pointed out that the admisgsion of women
to the membershin indicated both an zdvenced line of
thinking on behsglf of the masculine members and a degree
of toleranbe of feminine ooinion whichn was not then
genersl, =znd hsve also 3ointed out ths=t the feminine
element was probebly the glue which cemented the orgsn-
izations in. its middle years. I can not say as to that,
but I can sttest that the issue of the Volce which bore
the cleverest title was edited by three of our good

feminline members and wss entitled the "Soprano Voice'.

The Voice, you see, originslly was published
every two weeks, which 1s to szy st every meeting, and
cave opportunity to those members who didn't listen so
good, but looked well in print to gain a verity with the
other members. Subsequently, it was oublished less and
less frequently and in the middle years of Phi Sigms's

life, 1t became an annual issue. Amazing things revesl

Phi Sigms hass had more thsn its shére of scholsrs, hsgs
been g political forum, and has fostered and nurtured
poets and ohilosovnhers. The records of the socilety are
replete with the products of pleasant cultured minds.

We heve them today. Ye had them yesgrs sgo. In the



memory of present Phi Sigmites, one of the best loved

of these kindly ohilosovohers was Samuel Shaw Parks, who
: . ang wh% .

wzs the father of Jessie Grace Bonson,/ contributed by

oooular demsnd to the volces of Phi Sigma over s veriod

of years under the caontion, "Idle Thoughts of Another

Fellow!",

Your editor hss taken the liberty of being a
true editor by culling here =nd there from the works

of Sam Pesrks, those gleanings I will now ask Earl

Mever to read.

"“WhysiH fach, some years ago I was a member of

another Society in which the head of the orogram com-
mittee was a near relative of our Toast-master. She
sent me a letter one day asking me to write a psper on
my versonal recollections of Warren Hastings. Without
going back so far as that my memory does bring before
me an incident of some 15 yesrs zsgo. One day T had

occazsion to wait for a down elevator on one of the uvper
floore of a loop office building. A 1lady, & stranger to
me, was walting on the same Tloor. She stevped into the
elevator and wse greeted very cordislly by s gentleman
who was also a vassenger. They spoke as though they

were 0ld friends who hsd not met for z long while.

Presently he ssid: "Why I have not seen you since we
used to meet at Phi Sigma". She said:- "I wonder who is
oresident of Phi Sigms now." I sald:- "Beg your vardon,
but I am." The three of us disembarked on the ground

floor 2nd chatted for s few minutes agbout Phi Sigms. I
neglected to take down their names snd Llke Shios that
paess in the night, we hsve never met since.

and then
I like our nsme, zand the ftranslation of the Greek

words for which the letters stand:- "Lovers of Wisdom',

If, =zfter my exverience through these yesrs, I were =ssked

“30



to orovose an aporoprizte motto to write beneath our
name, I think I would suggest one th=zt 1is placed in
the Consistory program, on the psge devoted to the 15th

Degree: "Life without friends ie worthless".

The 1934 Voice contributed to this program the
following "Idle Thought of Another Fellow":

(the other fellow,)
"For no pvarticular resson he/Tecalled the well

Xnown old story aboﬁt the orgsnist in a Baptist Church
who lost his position becsuse he played Pull For the

Shore during a bsptism. And this led his thoughts

along to a remembering of different church orograms

he had seen. For instsnce: One Sunday he wae making
search for a dollsr to put on the collection pnlate, when
he looked at the prograsm to see whzt the orgsnist wss
playing. The program ssid "Moderszsto", so he put in

fifty cents instead of the contemplated dollar. At
snother time the program sszid: Bsch. He thought of

the faithful Collie who is =2ccustomed to bark warnings,

g0 he again opulled up in time. In another church, the
offertory number was »ut down as "Meditation". Now the
Other Fellow ssks you, in g1l fairness, what would be

the effect of meditation on a2 dollsr minded man who hsad
even one Scoteh zncestor? Wny, some one would lose snd

it wouldn't be the man, would 1t? In snother church, the
organ selection was entitled, "Pastoral". Of course, that
made one think of the Little Brown Church in the Willwood,
where large contributions would not be expected. A few
Sundays ago the music was called a "Sersnade'". Now the
Other Fellow points out that that word might call up
visions of singing to a2 girl and afterwards taking her

to an loe cream varlor, but hardly a vision of a generous
donor filling a contribution box. And one Sunday, believe
it or not, while the plates were being vpsssed, g gquartette

o e



sang a number entitled:= "Thou holdest me up." 8o, if
any of you know any Ministers or church music selectors,

Just tell them to "watch .out",

By way of a contrast, the Other Fellow revorts
that at Dr. Morgan's Church, a week ago Sunday, the
offertory selection was entitled "Album Leaf". Now the
word "album" immedi=tely suggests a oicture, and s ple~
ture in connection with an offertory cannot refer to eny-
thing less than a dollar bill. Following this number on
the orogram, wss a2 service for children with the subject
"Two Half Dollars". Do you catch the hidden meaning?
Do we heszr some one murmur, "Children half price?" The
Other Fellow regards this as a work of genius in program

building and compliments Dr. lorgan.

We will conclude our excerovts from the humorous
work of this gentle msn with the following excerpt

from the 1933 Voice:

Of course, when a New Englander starts to think,
historically, he begins wilth the Pllgrim :Fathers, or
their compatriots, the Puritans. Now the latter never
could hsve oroduced a movie becsuse thelr imagination
only ran along lines of thinking up dire things which a
merciful God ought to be induced to do to the wicked, the
latter veilng almost everybody except themselves. Their
lack of imagination 1s particularly shown by their com-
plete incompetence when they set out to name their towns.
In a recent list of Post offices in Masssachusetts, there
were sixty-six which were named North Something-or-other
and sixty named South Something-or-other. For exsmples:
Amherst, North Amherst and South Amherst; Hadley; North
\Hadley and South Hadley. Why they might even now much
better change the name of this last one to honor some
distingulshed Alumna of the College, and cgll it, for

instance, Mrs. Joslynville, or Clare Allentown.



I think the Voice wlll regret that some one like
our Editor, to nlght, did not live in those days. If he
hed filled an office, which we might e¢sgll Commissioner of
Townsnio Nomenclature he would hsve sup»nlied tnose defects
of the unimaginstive Puritans.

As that night wore on towards morning, the Other
Fellow meditated on the qualities that were necessary in

the Production of scceptable plots and scenarions for Tz

llties
end Movies.

He decided that not only wgs Imasginstion indispens-
sble but the drasmstic.touch must be suoplied with intense
feeling which might be described as fervor. But care must
be taken that fervor shsll not degenerate into hysteria.

And then the Other Fellow reflected thst the dividing line
between fervor and hysterls is drawn with a faint mark and
all too easily may excess of emotion lend incoherency to
fervor.

The Cther Fellow ventures to illustrate this point
by relating how & ooor and humble lad was oppressed with g
yearning to see his name enrolled with Myron, Phidiss,
Praxitiles et gl. He hsgd been impressed by reading that
poem in the 3rd Resder which begins: "Chisel in hsznd stood
a2 sculptor boy with hies marble block before him." But he
had no marble block nor asny tools save & blunt knife.

But he hsd heard of trunks of Osk trees being found
buried in swamps in England which were so hard that skillful
artists had been sgble to csrve begutiful filgures on their
hard, ungrscious surface, and some oneihad told him of the
marvelous work of that sort that ornsments the chancel of
the grezt memorisl church in Fairhsven, lMsssschusetts. So
he looked around for petrified ogk. The nearest he came
to it wes an old rsilrcsd tie that he found beside the
tracke down back of hig home. He svoropristed this and
plied the blunt knife vigorously, and nsturslly pfoduced
a most atroclous result. He called it g statue of Aphrodite,.

though he pronounced it A-phréd-ite. He showed it to his

S L



mother. Bhe was overcome with emotion. She reglized
that this boy of hers saw, with hie mind's eye, a fin-
ished figure concesled in that o0ld rsilroad tie, as it
lay sbandoned by the right of way. She looked up at him
snd attempted to quote those beautiful lines:

"WThat the Hellenic Phidesgs saw

In merble or in stone

Was hidden from the vulgar herd

Revegled to him glone."
But when she looked again at the hideous thing her son
hsd creagted, she was overcome and could go no further
than the first three syllables: "What the Hel--" gnd
then she burst into tears.

All of which shows how esslily fervor can grow into

hysteris."

Your editor hss found much of value in the 1918
Voice. If any -one here has any lingering doubt z2s to
not only history, but humor repeating itself, may I
sssert thet the 1918 Voice csrried in full the story
recently told at Phi Sigma, cerrying the gag line,
"Field Marshall? That 1s no beesness, Msrshall Field,
that 1s & beesness." And that the story of the Jewish
lad who did not get a commission in the Army, but instezd
worked on a straight salary, is also there in sll of its
glory. I was about to say its originsl or pristine
glory, but I see no resson, having traced the story back

26 yesrs to assume that it could not be traced further.

We have not hegrd recently from one of our good
and loyel members, and some of us may have come to the
conclusion that silence during meetings is his 1life long
hebit. Lest Mr. Crandell should be forever so6 branded,
we hsve this poem 1lifted bodily from the 1918 Voice
which certainly could have been written with very minor

changes for the Voice of 1943,

-



"Hoover ! A great man 1s he;

Just a8 busy as can be

Planning, scheming, 211 the time,

We laud his virtues in this rhyme.
Food conservation 1s his ples,

This entrezty do not flee;
Incidentally cutting expenses,

That food may reach the trenches.
legtless, whesatless, porklese days,
Observe them gll, 1t reglly pays;

No bread or sugsar cards to date,

But who cgn prophesy our fate?
"Sybstitution" is his ery;

Use the broiler, do not fry.

Save the sugar, fate and whesat,

Serve fish and gasme, instead of meat.
Very considerste up to date

Is the censor of vour plate.

Me thinks were I the Big Food Boss,
I'd tighten the reins, so as little loss
In substantigl eats for our sllied friends,
Will keep their strength unto the end.
I'd issue g card with limitations,

And meybe, inject a few privations;

For who'd miss a bun, 1f to best the Hun
And keep on the run, the sons of & gun?"

€. B Orandell

In 811 fairness, I must say that it took Mrs.
Crandell,in the role of editor,to bring forth the con-
tribution. We do not have to reach back too fzr in
memory to recall the spirited, witty, svarkling debate
between Lathron Arnold, who has now gone to fight the
wars and our lste beloved member, George Mssslich. At
that time George had, but recently, lost his wife, Helen
Masslich, and wes himself suffering from a most painful
mglady, which ultimgtely caused his death. No one but
a2 man, great in every sence of the word, could have
looked 1life in the eye ss George Masslich did then znd
found it not only good, but amusing. It is with an
humble attitude therefore, that your editor presents
the fingl paver which the present hsas borrowed from the

past. As this paper is resd by Jim Burnett,

those of us who had not known George will enjoy the
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pleasure of meeting him, and those of us who knew him

will smile once more with him.

RIP VAN WINKLE, JUNIOR

When I say I had an interview with Rip Van Winkle,
Junior, the son snd helr of the hero of Washington Irving's
tale, I expect to be believed. Unlike Chsgrlie MecCarthy, I
have no Edgsr Bergen to question my statemente and bresk
down my story. Rather, like Baron Munchausen I ask "Vos
you dere Shsrlie?!
| And so I did interview Rip, Junilor.

Irving tells us thst when Rip Van Winkle returned
to the Village sfter his twenty years in the Csatskills
he inquired,

"Does nobody here know Rip Van Winkle?"

"Oh, Rin Van Winkle ! exclaimed two or three, "Oh,
to be sure ! that's Rip Van Winkle yonder, lesning agsinst
the tree.M

Hip looked and beheld a precise countervart of him-
gelf as he went up the mountain, sgopzrently as lazy and
certzinly as ragged.

Ihis is the young men from whom I obtained the ex-
clusive interview recorded as follows:

Just at thé moment when old Rip beheld him I havnened
to catch Junior's eye and winked my thumb knowingly in the
direction of the tavern s few paces distant. He wae quick
to regpond gnd g moment later was filling his storsge battery
or wetting hie whistle, I don't recall which. At my sug-
gestion that we find a svot more conduclve to a orivate
talk, he took down his gun from the vegs on the wagll and
led the way slong a narrow pzth into the deep woods, It
was, as I remembered from Washington Irving, "a fine au-
tumnal dasy" where on "z green knoll'" st "the foot of these
fairy mountains" "clothed in blue and opurple" Rip, Junior,

and I could see "the lordly Hudson fsr below" and "the
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deep mountasin glen, wild, lonely, and shagged." Each of
us szt with his bsck against an old oszk tree and I was
sbout to remark the History does reveast itself when I
noticed on Junior's misshspen hat a button not unlike
the union button worn by street car conductors and like-
wise observed thsat his shot gun wss surely not the tras-
ditional firelock.

"How do you like my gun?" he asked, perfectly =t

hig ezgse. WIt's a Siemen Martin steel berrelled, French

walnut »nistol grip, top lever frame with gutomatic ejlector,

Greiner concesled crossbolt, Purdneyv fore-end with double

underbolt; the lsst word in shot guns."

Not being well enough versed in filregrms to make a
sensible comment, I mutely wegged my hesd in g verticsl
plsne. Thinking that if Rip, Junlor, were willing to
assume &n acquaintance without ineisting on the ususl
bromidic trivislities, I remarked, casually, "The bgtton'
new, too, lsn't 1t

"Yes, I've Jjoined the union."

"Union ! What union?"

"well, at firet I Jolned the A. F. of L.

"Not the Americsn Federstion of Lgbor?"

"Oh, no; the Associated Friends of Leisure." "But
was versusded to go into the other union. And T feel ths
it may have been a mistgke. This gun, by the wgy, is the
outcome of our united gection. I don't think I'd csre to
back to the old flint and steel.t

"I'nen why c¢=11 1t a mistake? Oh, Whet is that othe
union?"

N IR R

"What is thut?"

"Uontented Idlers Orgsnization. Being a stranger
you wouldn't sporecliate the differences. For instance,
one 1s a vertical and the other a horiz&ntal R en s - L
much prefer to be horizontsl unless there's a tree or

house to lesn ggsinst- though in that cese I'm 2pt to be

w T

S

I

t

go

r



mistaken for 2 member of the W. P. A. - you know, the
Why Perspire At-all.

"Byt just why is belonging to 2 union a mistske?"

"It's Just this" szid Junior, lowering his volce
and glasncing around zoprehensively. "I'm not free any
more. You know it's the policy of unions to limit the
output. A bricklayer, for exsmple, isn't zllowed to lay
more than 2 certain number of bricks s dsy. They're
aoplying that rule to my union snd it hits me pretty
herd, you see."

"No, I don't see," szid I, "you never csared to
work hsrd, did you?"

"Work ! Who said snything sbout work? I belong
to the Loafers' Union. My union won't let me loaf more
than eight hours s day, snd hslf s day Saturdsy. Think
of never loafing on & Saturday afternoon! And if T loaf
too much I get 1s8id off from loafing for a month. Do
you realizé what that means? And I'm not allowed to help
anyone else loaf. If I were to gé out hunting some day
and come across a friend fishing, I wouldn't dare sit
down with him snd cast a friendly line, no matter how well
the trout were leaving. Fishing belongs to a different
local. Even hunting is restricted. Why only last week,
I went squirrel hunting, but having no grest luck raised
my gun to fire among a covey of vartrtdges. Just at that
moment I caught sight*of the:business agent of our local
peeking out from behind sz tree. Thinking to throw him
off the scent, I shifted my aim and fired blindly. As
luck would have it I winged a skunk. He didn't wait to
get any more scent-and neither did I. But T escaved s
fine."

Rip, in his very recitazl of these manifest injustices
had decided the metter of union membershin. He unovinned
the union button and sent it sovinning smong the fallen

leaves down the glen.
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L see your point, " I sgid in g moment. If you
went out on a strike, you'd have to stop loafing and work.
Am I right?et

"Just so," replied Junior. "It's plessant enough
for a worker to strike and stop work. He can then tske
life egsy with a clesr conscience. But me! How would you
1ikévfof your wife--you hgve g wife2"

"I have," I faltered, in the tone of a bridegroom
saying "I do.®

"Then you'll understand. How would you like for
your wife to gloat over you as she set you to work minding
the baby while the house was »nicketed with union men besr-
ing vlacards reading "The man in thie house is unfriendly
to loafing." 1I'd never hear the last of it at the village
tavern.

We szt for a moment, silent and thoughtful. I glanced
at my watch.

"Well", T s=id, "this i1e all very interesting, but
I'm sfreid I'm keeving you. It's getting late.

"Not at all"] said Junior, and then sbruptly, "See
this?", holding up his left arm.

Ai.circular spot on his wrist seemed less tanned and

weather beaten than the rest of his arm.

"A while ggo, I got a wrist watch" he ssid with some

feeling, "sn invention of the devil." "It's down in the
glen now with the union button." T wsited for him to
continue. '

"There are two kinds of time" he began,

"Yes, I know!', I returned trying to think up some—v
thing snappy to say on daylight saving. Junior continued:

"One kind of time 1s on watches and clocks. I've had
my’fill of thet. It's in every third sentence my wife uses.
"Rip, 1t's high time you were out of bed." "Rip, it's
about time I hsd a new dress." or "Rip, this is a nice time

for you to be gettin home."
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"Thenyou hste the word 'time'?"

"Oh, no! I rather like 1t in such phrasses as 'once
dpon a time', 'all in good time', 'some time or other',

'in the course of time!', or 'take your time'. That's
using the word in the true sense."

"But watches and clocks are necessary.'" I internoged.

~"Necessary evils possibly. It's bad enough to consult
s watch that you keep hidden’in your nocket, but s wrist
wetch is sn ovpen shame, snd a clock is worse. Whenever
I see a clock on g mentel plece I fance it is hinting to
the guests to go home and to the family to go to bed. I
don't care for that kind of time."

"But I don't know sny other kind."

"Well, Shskesoesre did. He gvesks of the lazy foot
of Time and the swift foot of Time. He says Time ambles,
trots, ggllops gnd stands etill. Haven't you, yourself,
ever ssid, ' this hss been g long day' or 'what a short
evening 't

"Yes, but I meant that it just seemed long or short.
The day 1s a certain length. If you're hsving a2 good time
it seems short and if yodre heving a sorry time 1t seems
long.

"You might as well say, "'returned Junior, "that
these two oaths béfore us are the same length becsuse they
come together down at the Hudson. As a matter of fsct one
1s a mile longer then the other. You might as well say
that there are sge many things for you to see in the Cat-
skills as for my dog, Wolf, Junior, to see. You know, I
really spend a2 long time on the 'pestilent piece of ground!
at home and s relatively short time abrosd with my gun.

I don't know why my wife can't see it."

As 1f by common consent we both rose to go. Junior
shnouldered his musket snd turned towsrd the glen while T
started towgrd the oublic rosd. As an afterthought I called

out,



"Oh, by the way, Junior, how was. your fsther re-
celved after his twénty yesre sleev in the mountainset

"You didn't believe thst sill tele, I hope," he
sald. "Pop wasn't gone more than a night or two. The
loéal tourist bureau hatched uo that story to get the
Sunday motorlsts to stop over in the village. It waen't
s bad 1des for 1t glves me credit at the tavern; snd T'm
due there for sz pick-me-up at four o'clock. What time
do you Judge it 187

T consulted my watch, but szid nothing. He cemé
toward me.

"You gren't intercsted in the kind of time my wsatch
tells, I believe." I said teasingly.

"Oh, ohooey, there sre times, you know--- T think
I'1l go with you toward the villege."

And we walked on to continue the interview.

George Mazsslich
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