








3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 550 
or ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-1723 Liberal Arts 
Mathematics or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning  

 

56-1723 Liberal Arts Mathematics 

 
The course covers essential mathematical concepts, with an emphasis on rigorously understanding 
definitions, using problem-solving and discovering applications. Topics include number systems, algebraic 
equations, exponential and logarithmic functions, and combinatorial counting methods. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-1710 Basic Math Skills or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 34 or SAT (Scholastic 
Aptitude Test) score >= 420 or ACT (American College Test) score >= 17 

 

56-1724 Geometry in the Arts 

 
Course presents basic geometric concepts such as the Pythagorean theorem, properties and 
measurements of points, lines, angles, plane figures, and classic solids. In-class activities include the 
integration of small group work and individual research projects. Effort will be made to apply geometrical 
concepts to students' major areas of study. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: COMPASS Placement Test score >= 50 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or SAT 
(Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 490 or ACT (American College Test) score >= 20 or 56-1723 Liberal 
Arts Mathematics or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning  

 

56-1725 Math in Art and Nature 

 
This course shows the relationship between mathematics and art in nature, for example, the shape of a 
butterfly and the spiral on a pineapple. Using a compass and a straightedge, students learn geometric 
concepts in order to do basic Euclidean constructions as well as golden rectangle, baravelle spiral, and the 
lute of Pythagoras constructions. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: COMPASS Placement Test score >= 50 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 490 
or ACT (American College Test) score >= 20 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-1723 Liberal Arts 
Mathematics or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning  

 



56-1726 Math for Marketing and Management 

 
Course provides specific applications of mathematics for Marketing and Management majors. Emphasis is 
placed on solving problems in the areas of interest, discount negotiable instruments, payroll, buying and 
selling, checking accounts, and other business related applications. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 550 
or ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-1723 Liberal Arts 
Mathematics or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning  

 

56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning 

 
Quantitative Reasoning surveys the ways that mathematics is used in the real world. As our society grows 
more technologically complex, the ability to interpret and analyze quantitative information has become an 
increasingly essential skill for citizenship. The goal of this course is to develop the reasoning capacity, 
critical thinking skills, and statistical literacy needed to make sense of issues that routinely appear in the 
media. Essential topics in consumer mathematics will also be covered. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: COMPASS Placement Test score >= 34 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 420 
or 56-1710 Basic Math Skills or ACT (American College Test) score >= 17 

 

56-1817 Lasers and Holography 

 
This course covers the fundamental principles of the nature and properties of light and the technical and 
aesthetic features of Holography; other topics include the general properties of light, optical phenomena and 
photochemical procedures; the many different uses of lasers; and procedures for setting up simple 
holograms, single- and double-beam transmission and reflection. In this course students are required to 
create their own holograms using laser equipment and development facilities that are provided in class. 
 
3 Credits 
SL 

 

56-1820 Science of Electronics 

 
This course provides an introduction to electronics. Students acquire knowledge in the fundamentals of 
electric circuit theory. Course teaches the operation and use of electronic components and instruments such 
as multimeters and oscilloscopes. Regular laboratories provide opportunities for hands-on activities. During 
the final weeks of the course students construct an electronic project. 



 
4 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning or 
COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 550 or 56-1723 Liberal 
Arts Mathematics or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-27 or 56-37 

 

56-1830 Astronomy: The Solar System 

 
This is the first semester of a two-part astronomy course, though each can be taken independently. It begins 
with an investigation of how the motions of the Earth affect what we see in the day and night skies. Then it 
will explore the planets, moons, and other objects of our Solar System. Currently, astronomers are 
discovering new planets around other stars monthly. This class will end with an investigation of these 
strange new exoplanet systems and the origin and fate of our own Solar System. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-1831 Astronomy: Stars and Galaxies 

 
This is the second semester of a two-part astronomy course, though each can be taken independently. First, 
it reviews how light is used to study the properties and life cycles of stars. Next, it delves into intergalactic 
space to survey our own Milky Way and billions of other galaxies. The course ends by examining the 
evolution of the Universe from the Big Bang to today. All along, it will explore how the mysteries of Black 
holes, dark matter and dark energy are critical to our current understating of the cosmos. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-1833 Space Exploration 

 
The course examines the space race from Sputnik to the moon, the international space station and the use 
of space probes in the exploration of our solar system. It covers the basic science and technology involved 
in the space program, as well as the many different dangers, the benefits, costs, and the political and human 
drama associated with it. Discussion topics include rocketry, space suits, moon colonies, the search for 
extraterrestrial life, space telescopes, black holes and the birth and death of stars. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-1837 The Origin and Fate of the Universe 



 
The course examines what the universe is made of, how to measure its dimensions, how and when it began, 
and in how many different ways it is changing. The course outlines the different methods scientists use in 
their ongoing research about the expansion of the universe and the Big Bang model, the mysteries of black 
holes, quasars, dark matter, and dark energy. Students are required to create an art project that relates to 
any aspect of the course. One of the class assignments involves a visit to the Adler Planetarium. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-1840 Einstein: His Science and his Humanity 

 
Course examines the basic concepts of Einstein's science, humanity, and philosophy and his views on 
religion, politics, and the arms race. Course studies his theories, which inspired the invention of such 
modern technology as lasers, nuclear energy, photoelectricity, and concepts such as curved space. Course 
provides students with a better understanding of the universe. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-1840HN Einstein: His Science and his Humanity 

 
The course examines the basic concepts of Einstein's science and its impact on science, history and culture. 
Einstein's theories have inspired the invention of modern technology such as lasers, nuclear energy, solar 
panels and have predicted strange phenomena such as time dilation, curved space-time, black holes and 
dark energy. Einstein's humanity and philosophy and his views on religion, politics, and the arms race are 
also discussed. Students participate in a class debate on Nuclear Reactors and carry out an assignment that 
identifies metaphors of physics in art. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-1850 Quantum Physics: Fundamental Ideas 

 
This course is designed for non-scientists (with little or no background in physics and mathematics) with 
emphasis on the paradoxes and beauty of quantum physics. Students will learn basic ideas about quantum 
duality, wave functions, uncertainty principle, teleportation, theory of relativity, elementary particles, and 
cosmology. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 



56-1850HN Quantum Physics: Fundamental Ideas: Honors 

 
This course is designed for non-scientists (with little or no background in physics and mathematics) with 
emphasis on the apparent paradoxes, beauty, and fundamental ideas of quantum physics. Students will 
learn basic ideas of modern physics such as quantum duality, wave functions, uncertainty principle, 
Schrodinger's equation, theory of relativity, elementary particles, and cosmology. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-1881 Physics of Musical Instruments 

 
Students study the physics of common musical instruments and discover the mathematical foundation of 
musical scales. This course explores mechanical oscillation, wave motion, the concept of pitch, and the 
harmonic series. Students investigate the complex timbre of musical instruments through hands-on 
laboratory experiments using waves and spectrum analysis, and develop scales with sound generation 
software. For a final project, students construct functional musical instruments and perform an original music 
composition. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: 56-1720 College Mathematics or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 50 or 56-1723 
Liberal Arts Mathematics or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 490 or ACT (American College Test) 
score >= 20 or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning 

 

56-1881HN Physics of Musical Instruments: Honors 

 
Students study the physics of common musical instruments and discover the mathematical foundation of 
musical scales. This course explores mechanical oscillation, wave motion, the concept of pitch, and the 
harmonic series. Students investigate the complex timbre of musical instruments through hands-on 
laboratory experiments using waves and spectrum analysis, and develop scales with sound generation 
software. For a final project, students construct functional musical instruments and perform an original music 
composition 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-1940AMC Furniture, Wood Objects, and Gilding Conservation: Study in 
Florence, Italy 



 
This course is part of the Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors study at Lorenzo de' 
Medici Institute in Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-1960AMC Fresco Painting and Restoration I: Study in Florence, Italy 

 
The student will be introduced to all phases of the art of fresco painting by preparing a small fresco which 
can be transported. Students will learn the ancient technique of fresco by using original techniques such as 
the enlargement of a master drawing (student's choice), mixing fresco mortar (intonaco), and the use of 
pigments for painting fresco. Each student will also make a sinopia (preliminary painting for fresco), and 
complete a small fresco to then be detached as an exercise in fresco conservation. This course is part of the 
Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors at Lorenzo de' Medici Institute in Florence, 
Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-1975AMC Painting & Polychrome Wooden Sculpture Conservation I: Study in 
Florence, Italy 

 
This course covers all types of painting conservation methods such as the preservation of a work of art, 
relining, consolidation, cleaning and in-painting. Direct contact with minor original works of art allows 
beginning students to observe the problems and methods that are presented to a restorer. Students will 
learn how to apply basic conservation techniques through hands-on experience in order to acquire 
confidence and knowledge in the reconnaissance of old paintings and their conservation needs. Techniques 
for the conservation of polychrome wooden sculpture will be introduced, especially mechanical cleaning 
methods, preserving, and aesthetic in-painting methods. This course is part of the Junior Year Abroad for Art 
and Materials Conservation majors at Lorenzo de' Medici Institute in Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-2100 Epidemics: History of Disease and Response 

 
This course examines well-known epidemics. Classes of pathogens, modes of transmission, pathology of 
illness, and the immune response are investigated. Each epidemic is discussed through the lens of the 
public health response and the impact of concurrent scientific breakthroughs. This class considers the 
nature and challenges of contemporary global diseases and the responses of the public health, medical, and 
philanthropic communities. The course assesses how colonialism and globalization help spread disease and 
the co-evolution of infectious agents and humans. It is recommended that students have a strong 
background of biology from high school or have taken a previous biology course in college (e.g. Biology the 



Living World, Microbiology, Brave New World of Medicine). 
 
3 Credits 
SC 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 30 or 52-1151 Writing and Rhetoric I or 52-
1151S Writing and Rhetoric I Stretch B or 52-1121 International Writing and Rhetoric I or COMPASS 
Placement Test score >= 97 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 710 

 

56-2120 Cancer Biology 

 
This course introduces students to the fundamental aspects of cancer biology. The underlying environmental 
and genetic causes that lead cells to transform into malignant cancer cells are investigated. Current 
methods of cancer screening and diagnosis, traditional treatment and cutting-edge therapies are examined 
and compared. In addition, the course explores possible measures to delay, reduce, and even prevent 
cancer development. Several specific types of cancers are examined and used as examples to illustrate the 
process of cell transformation into malignant cancers. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 

 

56-2130 Genetics 

 
Course is a survey of the basic fundamentals of genetics and their application to contemporary issues. Major 
topics include DNA structure and replication, the chromosomal basis of inheritance, protein synthesis, and 
genetic engineering. Special topics may include human development, cloning, stem cell research, DNA 
fingerprinting, genetic basis of disease, agricultural crop breeding, reproductive technologies, and the 
conservation of genetic diversity in nature. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-2130HN Genetics: Honors 

 
This course is a survey of the fundamentals of genetics and their application to contemporary issues with 
hands-on, inquiry-based activities. Major topics include DNA structure and replication, the chromosomal 
basis of inheritance, mutation, gene expression and epigenetics, and utilization of model organisms and 
genetic technology. Special topics may include ethical issues in genetics, human development and 
reproductive technologies, stem cell research, DNA fingerprinting, genetic basis of disease, and use of 
model organisms in genetic research. This is an Honors course and students need a cumulative GPA of 
3.50 or higher to register. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 



 

56-2134 Human Evolution 

 
This course is a survey of the biological theory of evolution, as related to the human species. Major topics 
include basic genetics, general biological evolution, comparative anatomy, and primate and hominid 
evolution. Special topics may include an examination of the evolution of human traits such as language, art, 
agriculture, and war, and the role of humans in the extinction of other species. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-2150 Microbiology 

 
The course examines life at the microscopic level and is designed to provide an understanding of 
microbiology and its connectedness to the human body, environment, medicine, and industry. Topics will 
include the exploration of the world of bacteria and viruses; microbial growth and control; the impact of the 
human microbiome; the role of microbes in biotechnology, industry, and agriculture; the rise of antibiotic 
resistance; and microbial diseases of humans. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 

 

56-2160 Molecular and Cell Biology 

 
All living organisms are made of cells, some are unicellular and some are complex. This course provides 
students with an introduction to cell biology. Several areas of cell biology will be discussed: DNA, RNA, 
protein, transcription and translation, cell division and cell death, cell signaling and communication, cell 
renewal, and stem cells and cancer. The laboratory portion of the course will teach students the molecular 
biology techniques currently used in biology research, including gel electrophoresis, PCR, molecular cloning, 
ELISA, and Western Blot. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 

 

56-2169HN Evolution of Sex: Honors 

 
Understanding the nature of sex and its relationship to evolution is important in biology. This class will cover 
sex and sexual selection across the animal and plant kingdoms. We will discuss the nature of science and 
the influences of culture on science, specifically the role of feminism on our understanding of female choice. 
Monogamy, polygamy, polyandry, homosexuality and other types of sexual and asexual relationships will be 
explored in an evolutionary context through primary literature. This is an Honors class. In addition to other 



possible pre-requisites, students need a minimum G.P.A. of 3.50 or higher to enroll. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-2270 General Chemistry I 

 
General Chemistry I is a laboratory-intensive course. Content of the course includes the foundations of 
chemistry and problem-solving strategies; atoms, molecules and ions; balancing chemical equations and 
reaction stoichiometry; types of chemical reactions and solution stoichiometry; gases; thermochemistry; 
atomic structure and periodicity; chemical bonding and liquids and solids. It is highly recommended that 
students have had one year of high school chemistry. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2710 College Algebra 

 

56-2271 General Chemistry II 

 
General Chemistry II will expand upon the core chemical concepts from General Chemistry I. Students will 
continue their study of general chemistry with problem solving activities and laboratory investigations of the 
properties of solutions, chemical kinetics, chemical equilibrium, acids and bases, solubility and complex ion 
equilibria, spontaneity, entropy, free energy, electrochemistry, the representative elements, and transition 
metals and coordination chemistry. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2270 General Chemistry I 

 

56-2420HN Animal Behavior Observational Research Methods: Honors 

 
This course will meet primarily at Lincoln Park Zoo, with a few on-campus meetings. The course will provide 
students with a hands-on introduction to animal behavior observational research methods. We will use 
Chicago's own Lincoln Park Zoo as our laboratory to learn how to use a range of different observational 
research methods practiced by professionals in the field of animal behavior. This course will introduce 
students to appropriate experimental design for behavioral research and different sampling methods through 
discussion of primary literature and hands-on behavioral data collection. Students will use the scientific 
method from hypothesis formulation to data analysis, discussion, and scientific communication by designing 
and presenting their own independent behavioral research projects. It is assumed that students have had 
some biology and stats in high school or college, and it is suggested that they take Animal Behavior (56-
1420) prior to taking this course. This is an Honors course and students need a GPA of 3.50 or higher to 
register. 
 



4 Credits Repeatable 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: 52-1122 International Writing and Rhetoric II or 52-1152 Writing and Rhetoric II  
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-2450 Ecology 

 
This course introduces basic principles of ecology- the study of relationships among living organisms, their 
environment and each other. We examine ecological concepts applied to individuals, populations and 
communities of both plants and animals. Topics include plant and animal adaptations to the environment, 
the role environmental factors in the distribution and abundance of organisms, the dynamics of population 
growth, species interactions including competition and predation, the structure of ecological communities, 
and the application of ecology to problems in conservation. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or 
56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning or 56-1723 Liberal Arts Mathematics or 
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 570 

 

56-2450HN Ecology: Honors 

 
This course introduces basic principles of ecology- the study of relationships among living organisms, their 
environment and each other. We examine ecological concepts applied to individuals, populations and 
communities of both plants and animals. Topics include plant and animal adaptations to the environment, 
the role environmental factors in the distribution and abundance of organisms, the dynamics of population 
growth, species interactions including competition and predation, the structure of ecological communities, 
and the application of ecology to problems in conservation. This is an Honors course. In addition to other 
possible pre-requisites, students need a minimum G.P.A. of 3.50 or higher to enroll. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-2610 Environmental Science 

 
This course explores the multidisciplinary science of the environment. We focus on contemporary issues 
such as air and water pollution, global climate change, ozone depletion, acid rain, hazardous and solid 
waste, alternative energy resources, soils, deforestation, overfishing, biodiversity, and endangered species, 
and their ecological, economical, and human health impacts. An extensive, hands-on laboratory is a core 
part of the course. Students develop a final creative project incorporating the skills of their major. 
 
3 Credits 
SL 



 

56-2611 Space, Time and the Arts 

 
Space and Time are two of the most fundamental components of the architecture of the universe and both 
fascinate and intrigue scientists and artists alike. This course deals primarily with the different properties of 
space and time discovered and explained by scientists like Newton and Einstein. In parallel, the course also 
examines the many different ways by which artists understood, explored and expressed space and time in 
different media (Paintings, Literature, Dance, Music, and Film/Video etc.) Students are expected to either 
create an artifact that portrays some of the physics properties of space and/or time or complete a science 
assignment at the Art Institute of Chicago. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 

 

56-2611HN Space, Time and the Arts: Honors 

 
Space and Time are two of the most fundamental components of the architecture of the universe and both 
fascinate and intrigue scientists and artists alike. This course deals primarily with the different properties of 
space and time discovered and explained by scientists like Newton and Einstein. In parallel, the course also 
examines the many different ways by which artists understood, explored and expressed space and time in 
different media (Paintings, Literature, Dance, Music, and Film/Video etc.) Students are expected to either 
create an artifact that portrays some of the physics properties of space and/or time or complete a science 
assignment at the Art Institute of Chicago. This is an Honors class. In addition to other possible pre-
requisites, students need a minimum G.P.A. of 3.50 or higher to enroll. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-2686 Biomechanics: The Biology and Physics of Sports 

 
From a Cirque du Soleil contortionist to an administrative assistant typing dictation, we are always moving. 
This course investigates human movement in air and water using sports, performing arts, and animation as 
examples. We explore the physiology of the body's interaction with its environment and integrate biology 
and physics to describe, define, and understand movement. The hands-on laboratory explores visualization 
and quantification of movement and includes a final project incorporating each student's interests, majors, 
and cultural backgrounds with course material. 
 
3 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or 56-2710 College Algebra or COMPASS 
Placement Test score >= 67 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 570 

 



56-2706 Introduction to Statistics 

 
This course provides a foundation in the principles of statistics, with examples drawn from a variety of 
sources providing context. Topics include sampling and data collection, averages, measures of variation, 
confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, correlation, and linear regression. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 550 
or ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-1723 Liberal Arts 
Mathematics or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning  

 

56-2710 College Algebra 

 
This course examines linear and quadratic equations, word problems, polynomials, graphing and straight 
lines, systems of equations, rational expressions, radicals, and quadratic equations. Relevance to everyday 
mathematical usage is emphasized. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or 56-1728 Quantitative Reasoning or 56-1720 
College Mathematics or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 550 or 56-1723 Liberal Arts 
Mathematics or ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 

 

56-2713 Precalculus 

 
This course is designed to prepare students for Calculus. Topics include solving linear and nonlinear 
equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations and inequalities, functions, inverse functions, 
exponential and logarithmic functions, and trigonometric functions (definition, graph and identities). In 
addition to content mastery, the course will further develop students' problem solving and critical thinking 
skills. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2710 College Algebra or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 75 or ACT (American 
College Test) score >= 25 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 580 

 

56-2720 Calculus I 

 
Course introduces higher mathematics by examining the fundamental principles of calculus--functions, 
graphs, limits, applications of the derivative, anti-derivatives, area, and the integral. Course presents 
additional mathematical applications in business, the arts, and the social sciences. 



 
4 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 27 or 56-2713 Precalculus or SAT (Scholastic 
Aptitude Test) score >= 620 or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 80 

 

56-2720HN Calculus I: Honors 

 
This course introduces higher mathematics by examining the fundamental principles of calculus--functions, 
graphs, limits, applications of the derivative, anti-derivatives, area, and the integral. Course presents 
additional mathematical applications in business, the arts, and the social sciences. This is an Honors class. 
In addition to other possible pre-requisites, students need a minimum G.P.A. of 3.50 or higher to enroll. 
 
4 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2713 Precalculus or ACT (American College Test) score >= 27 or SAT (Scholastic 
Aptitude Test) score >= 620 or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 80 
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-2721 Calculus II 

 
This course includes application of the derivative, the integral, differential equations, and the functions of two 
variables. Students discover the historical and logical developments of calculus. Applications in 
management as well as in the social, behavioral, medical, physical, and natural sciences are emphasized. 
 
4 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2720 Calculus I 

 

56-2810 Image Optics 

 
Human vision, photography and cinematography are best understood through optics, the scientific study of 
the nature of light and its interaction with matter. The properties of light such as reflection, refraction, the 
formation of real and virtual images, the structure of the eye and the types and uses of lenses are some of 
the topics covered. The course includes hands on experiments and demonstrations that use state of the art 
equipment. Previous knowledge of physics is not required. 
 
3 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 20 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 
COMPASS Placement Test score >= 50 or 56-2710 College Algebra or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) 
score >= 490 

 



56-2820 The Science of Acoustics I 

 
This course introduces the physics of vibrating systems, waves and sound. Topics include the sound 
spectrum, how the ear works, the transmission of sound through fluids at different temperatures and through 
different materials and the Doppler effect. The properties of reflection, refraction, diffraction and interference 
are studied with special emphasis on resonance, standing waves and the Inverse Square Law of the 
intensity of sound. The course concludes with an introduction to auditorium acoustics and basic electricity 
used in the operation of speakers and microphones. 
 
3 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-1728 
Quantitative Reasoning or 56-1723 Liberal Arts Mathematics or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or 
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 550 or 56-27 or 56-37 

 

56-2830 Fundamentals of Physics I 

 
This is an algebra-based course designed to introduce students to fundamental principles and ideas in 
physics. Central topics include motion, forces, Newton's laws, friction, momentum, energy, rotations, fluids, 
oscillations, and thermodynamics. Content will be delivered through lecture, demonstrations, group tutorials, 
and laboratory exercises. 
 
3 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2720 Calculus I or 56-2710 College Algebra  

 

56-2840 Physics for Filmmakers 

 
This class deals with scientific principles that can help students be more accurate in their filmmaking. 
Emphasis is placed on motion, collisions, explosions, forces and energy. Other topics may include optics, 
electrical, magnetic and atomic phenomena as well as relativity and quantum theory. All these are discussed 
within the context of their use in cinema through analysis of selected film clips. The class includes relevant 
experiments that students have to perform and/or film. (Cameras are provided.) Students complete a short, 
creative film project on some of the physics they learned 
 
3 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: ACT (American College Test) score >= 23 or 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-2710 
College Algebra or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 67 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 570 

 

56-2860 Chaos and Fractals 



 
This course is about the amazing and unintuitive properties of chaos and fractals; how great complexity can 
arise from simple rules, and that what at first may appear unpredictable and random can actually be 
predicted and understood. The aim is to capture the imagination of a wide range of students, getting them 
involved in a new paradigm in physics. While chaos and fractal geometries have found applications in areas 
as diverse as medicine, antenna design, atmospheric physics, textiles, printing, graphic design and even 
photography, the course will allow students to explore ways in which it can inform their own creative 
interests. To do so, it is imperative that students develop an intuitive understanding of the mathematical and 
physical ideas behind fractals and chaos; we will use an interactive computer interface (Mathematica) to 
visualize fractals and the strange properties of chaotic physical systems. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 
PREREQUISITES: 56-1720 College Mathematics or 56-1723 Liberal Arts Mathematics or 56-1728 
Quantitative Reasoning  

 

56-2900AMC Study at Lorenzo de' Medici in Florence, Italy 

 
This course is part of the Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors study at Lorenzo de' 
Medici Institute in Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-2930AMC Theory of Conservation: Study in Florence, Italy 

 
This course will discuss the techniques used in paintings on panel and on canvas, fresco, and polychrome 
wooden sculpture in order for the student to become acquainted with the actual historical materials and the 
conservation methods used on each of these. Practical demonstrations using real materials (pigments, glue, 
resin, plaster, canvas) will also help illustrate theoretical dimensions of this topic. Classes will also consider 
the ethics and issues encountered throughout the field of restoration and its history. These concepts will also 
be discussed during museum visits in Florence and will be used in class for discussion. Examination and 
discussion of a work of art are important elements before, during, and after every intervention. Lectures will 
examine various fresco techniques found throughout art history and specific examples of fresco restoration 
applied to these works. We will visit Santa Croce and the Brancacci Chapel to illustrate the technique and 
the restoration used on specific works. The restoration of paintings, both on panel and canvas, will be 
discussed using visual images and, most importantly, museum visits, for a better understanding of 
techniques. For example a visit to the Bargello will highlight the collection of polychrome wooden sculpture 
and the various restoration techniques found on this medium. The course will conclude with the students' 
own opinions on restoration as a profession and will examine the various responsibilities that an art 
conservator encounters when working with art history's most precious documentation. This course is part of 
the Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors study at Lorenzo de' Medici Institute in 
Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 



 

56-2945AMC Historical Painting Lab I: Study in Florence, Italy 

 
This course is part of the Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors study at Lorenzo de' 
Medici Institute in Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-2955AMC Lost Symbolism and Secret Codes in Art: Study in Florence, Italy 

 
3 Credits 

 

56-2960AMC Fresco Painting and Restoration II: Study in Florence, Italy 

 
This course is part of the Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors study at Lorenzo de' 
Medici Institute in Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-2975AMC Painting and Polychrome Wooden Sculpture Conservation II: Study 
in Florence, Italy 

 
This course is part of the Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors study at Lorenzo de' 
Medici Institute in Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-3125HN Modeling Biology with Mathematics: Honors 

 
In mathematics, differential equations express the relationship between several quantities and their rates of 
change. When used in application, these equations can function as mathematical models of complex 
dynamic systems, such as those found naturally in biology. In this course, we will explore a variety of 
systems using models based on differential equations, and learn how to use mathematical tools, including 
calculus, to analyze these systems.This course is part of the Honors program and requires, at a minimum, a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher to register (in addition to other possible pre-requisites). 



 
3 Credits 
SC 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2720 Calculus I  
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-3195 Directed Study: Science and Mathematics 

 
1-4 Credits 

 

56-3198 Independent Study: Science & Math 

 
1-6 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Department Chairperson 

 

56-3199 Internship: Science and Mathematics 

 
Internships provide advanced students with the opportunity to gain work experience in a professional 
science and/or mathematics-related area, while receiving academic credit toward their degree. 
 
3-6 Credits 
Requirements 60 Enrolled Hours 

 

56-3220 Art and Materials Conservation Capstone 

 
Art and Materials Conservation Capstone course will instruct and guide students with the construction of a 
portfolio commensurate with the professional norms of practicing conservators. Particularly, this course will 
highlight the student?s experiences with hands-on conservation projects at Lorenzo de Medici and 
conservation work experiences through their internship with local conservators. In addition to the portfolio, 
the course will focus on instruction on the history, ethics, and philosophy of art conservation, with particular 
attention paid to the practical tasks of operating a conservation business. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-3230 Art and Materials Conservation Internship 



 
This is the internship for the Art and Materials Conservation major. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-3270 Organic Chemistry 

 
Organic chemistry is the study of carbon-containing compounds and their derivatives. Organic chemistry is 
laboratory course which focuses on bonding principles, functional groups, isomerism, stereochemistry, 
nomenclature, synthesis and reactions of hydrocarbons and their derivatives. Laboratory activities include 
micro-scale techniques, basic separations, purifications, syntheses, as well as infrared spectroscopy and 
instrumental analysis. 
 
4 Credits 
SL 
PREREQUISITES: 56-1215 Concepts of Biochemistry or 56-2271 General Chemistry II 

 

56-3700 Discrete Mathematics 

 
Discrete Mathematics is the study of mathematical structures that have distinct, separated values. Topics 
include mathematical proof, logic, set theory, functions, relations, counting methods, and graph theory. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2720 Calculus I 

 

56-3710 Calculus III 

 
In this, the final course of the Calculus sequence, we extend the ideas of single-variable Calculus to 
functions of several variables. Topics include vectors and vector-valued functions, partial and directional 
derivatives, optimization problems (including Lagrange multipliers), and multiple, line, and surface integrals. 
Applications include computation of length, surface area, volume and center of mass for figures in three 
dimensions. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2721 Calculus II 

 

56-3720 Elementary Differential Equations 



 
Differential Equations is the study of methods of solving equations involving differentials (derivatives). The 
course concentrates on differential equations of first order and second order; simultaneous, linear, and 
homogeneous differential equations; solutions by power series; Laplace transforms and applications. 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2721 Calculus II 

 

56-3725HN Modeling Biology with Mathematics: Honors 

 
In mathematics, differential equations express the relationship between several quantities and their rates of 
change. When used in application, these equations can function as mathematical models of complex 
dynamic systems, such as those found naturally in biology. In this course, we will explore a variety of 
systems using models based on differential equations, and learn how to use mathematical tools, including 
calculus, to analyze these systems. This course is part of the Honors program and requires, at a minimum, a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher to register (in addition to other possible pre-requisites). 
 
3 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2720 Calculus I  
Requirements 3.5 or Higher GPA 

 

56-3730 Numerical Analysis 

 
This course covers numerical methods and computer programming to investigate questions in science and 
engineering fields. These methodsinclude root finding for nonlinear equations, interpolation,approximation of 
functions with polynomials, numerical differentiation and integration, numerical solutions of ordinary 
differential equations and numerical methods for solving systems of equations. The course analyzes 
algorithms and discusses applicability and accuracy of numerical methods. Some knowledge of computer 
programming is required. 
 
4 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2721 Calculus II and 36-1501 Introduction to Programming 

 

56-3740 Linear Algebra 

 
Linear algebra is the study of vector spaces and transformations on them. This course emphasizes 
techniques of computation and applications. Topics include systems of linear equations, matrix algebra, 
eigenvalues and eigenspaces, and inner product spaces. Applications typically include polynomial 
interpolation, electrical networks, cryptography, computer graphics, Markov chains, and approximation of 
functions including Fourier methods. 
 



4 Credits 
MA 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2720 Calculus I 

 

56-3810 Electricity and Magnetism 

 
This course addresses fundamental concepts and principles of electromagnetism. Students will learn about 
the important historical underpinnings of the subject, including Benjamin Franklin?s experiments on electric 
charge, Michael Faraday?s work on electric and magnetic fields (and how these are intertwined), and James 
Maxwell?s elegant combination of these ideas into his famous equations. From these equations, students 
will learn to derive the wave nature of light and all other electromagnetic radiation. To progress in this 
course, students must become familiar with key ideas in multivariable calculus, the mathematics invented for 
understanding electromagnetism. 
 
3 Credits 
SC 
PREREQUISITES: 56-2830 Fundamentals of Physics I and 56-2721 Calculus II 

 

56-3910AMC Artists in Italy Today: Study in Florence, Italy 

 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-3940AMC Science for Conservators II: Study in Florence, Italy 

 
This course is part of the Junior Year Abroad for Art and Materials Conservation majors study at Lorenzo de' 
Medici Institute in Florence, Italy. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-3950 Undergraduate Research Mentorship 

 
The Undergraduate Research Mentorship connects talented students interested in the experience of 
conducting academic research in particular disciplines with faculty in the Liberal Arts and Sciences. This 
course, available to students from across the College, gives students the opportunity to gain real-world 
experience and learn research and scholarly techniques from practitioners in academic and integrative 
disciplines based in the Liberal Arts and Sciences. The experience will prove valuable to students as they 
enter professional fields or pursue higher academic degrees. Faculty members will gain assistance in 
completing their innovative research and scholarship while mentoring students in fields of specialization 



within the academic community. 
 
1-3 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

56-3965AMC 19th Century Art: From Neoclass icism to Post-Impressionism: Study 
in Florence, Italy 

 
3 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-1100 Foundations in Creative Writing 

 
This course will introduce students to an extensive creative writing practice by inviting them to write in a 
number of different genres and forms. Students will become familiar with core literary devices such as 
structure, conflict, scene, character, voice, point of view, setting, tone, metaphor, imagery, dialogue, and 
language. Students will learn to read closely and analyze stylistic choices and literary elements from genres 
such as poetry, fiction, nonfiction, playwriting, and hybrid texts. Course writing will range from experimental 
to traditional, from structured to open. Students will be introduced to the workshop process by writing in 
various genres and by providing feedback to their peers. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-1101 Explorations in Creative Writing 

 
This innovative course in creative writing, centered on a universal human experience, fits in Rubric II within 
the LAS Core Curriculum: Culture, Values, and Ethics. By reading a wide range of poems, stories and 
essays, and by "reading" a small number of films and pieces of music and work in other art forms, students 
will become familiar with a wide range of human behavior and cultural responses in relation to the thematic 
topic as expressed in literature and other art. Topics may include Death and Dying, Art and Violence, and 
Love and Lust. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
HU 

 

59-1105 Topics in Creative Writing 

 
This course is designed to respond to contemporary trends and topical issues in creative writing by focusing 
on specific topics, genres, and forms relative to the intersection of fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction 
writing. Topics may range from the traditional to the experimental (examples: Creative Writing & 



Performance, Cross-Genre Writing, Creating Hybrid Texts, Creative Writing for New Media, Contemporary 
Publishing) or focus upon a particular author or theme or purpose in creative work. This course is 
repeatable, as topics rotate each semester to cover material that is not included in the permanent course 
offerings. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
COREQUISITES: 59-1100 Foundations in Creative Writing  

 

59-1110 Story Across Culture and Media 

 
This course explores the fundamental human concept of storytelling as it applies to the construction of 
culture and identity, through a variety of narrative media. Students will investigate, from a global perspective, 
the role of storytelling in shaping experience in a wide range of cultural and historical contexts. By examining 
fiction, poetry, non-fiction, film, television, theatre, music, and new media, students will identify universal 
narrative elements and determine the ways these universal narrative elements frame basic human 
experiences. This course will be helpful for students interested in studying creative writing, television, film, 
and other narrative arts where deeper understanding of the humanities and culture strengthen their art. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
HU 

 

59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 
Course is the first one in the core sequence. Students move at their own pace in developing perceptual, 
technical, and imaginative abilities in fiction writing. No prerequisites, though either Foundations in Creative 
Writing or Writing and Rhetoric I are helpful. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-1301 Topics in Critical Reading & Writing 

 
Course requires that qualified students study the works of writers' processes, styles, techniques and choices 
by reading and researching published novels, short stories, journals, letters and interviews, as well as author 
biographies. Students gain in-depth knowledge of the cultural context of authors' works. Students explore 
the writing processes of well known authors and the ways in which students' own responses to the reading 
can nourish and heighten the development of their own fiction. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1302 Critical Reading & Writing: First Novels 



 
Course will expose student writers to the creative and intellectual processes of published writers early in 
their careers. It will show students that a) writing is an ongoing process of writing and rewriting; b) the 
creative process is both unique and universal to each writer; and c) published writers faced the same 
bogeys at the beginning of their careers that student writers face. Through contrast and comparisons (in the 
journals and class discussions) students will examine and comment on the prose forms, character 
developments, and story structures first-time novelists have effectively used, along with the writing 
processes the authors employed to get their first novels finished. Through journal entries and essays, 
students will examine what all this tells them about how they might go about solving the questions of 
structure and process presented to them by their own writing. Students will be required to read three novels 
and conduct research by reading writers' diaries, notebooks, letters, and autobiographies. There will be 
discussion of the assigned texts and journal readings every week. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1305 Critical Reading & Writing: Gender and Difference 

 
Course examines the ways in which gay, lesbian, and straight writers contend with issues of culture, gender, 
and difference. Course focuses upon such questions as the following: How do straight male and female 
writers deal with the serious issues and challenges of writing from the point of view of gay and lesbian 
characters How do gay and lesbian writers deal with the same issues in writing about straight characters 
Course also examines the particular challenges of writing gender opposites (whatever the sexual orientation 
of those characters might be). Through the students' reading of assigned stories and novels, through their 
written responses as writers to their reading, through creative fiction and nonfiction writing assignments, and 
through individual and small-group research activities, the course will approach broad and specific issues of 
gender and difference from early writing to the present day. 
 
4 Credits 
PL 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I  

 

59-1306 Critical Reading & Writing: The Novel in Stories 

 
Course examines creative and intellectual processes of writers working in nonlinear structure forms. It raises 
questions writers ask themselves when determining how best to structure a body of work that is more 
cohesive than a collection of stories, yet not a linearly shaped novel. Through readings, small group and 
large group discussions, journal reflections (both students' and authors'), and research into the authors' 
writing processes, students are able to reflect upon and examine issues and questions of structure that go 
into putting together a cohesive body of creative work. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I  

 

59-1308 Critical Reading & Writing: Contemporary European Masterpiece Authors 



 
This course researches the writing processes of contemporary European writers, including the ways in 
which their reading and responses to reading play influential roles in the overall fiction-writing process. 
Journals and other writings by contemporary European authors will be used as examples of how writers 
develop dimensions of their own fiction and see their work in relation to other writers. Course involves study 
of the development of diverse techniques and voices of some of the most prominent contemporary 
European authors, the so-called post-war generation, in such countries as France, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Yugoslavia, Russia, and others. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1310 Critical Reading & Writing: American Voices 

 
Course researches writing processes of African-American, Hispanic-American, Native-American, and Asian-
American writers and other ethnic American writers and the ways in which their reading and responses to 
reading play an influential role in the fiction-writing process. Particular emphasis will be placed upon taking 
the point of view of racial and ethnic opposites. Journals and other writings are used as examples of how 
writers read and write about what they read to develop dimensions of their own fiction and how they see 
their work in relation to that of other writers. Manuscripts and notes of famous works may be used to show 
writers' processes and development. 
 
4 Credits 
PL 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1311 Critical Reading & Writing: Fiction Writers as Creative Non-Fiction Writers 

 
Course explores ways in which published writers bring their knowledge of fiction writing techniques such as 
dramatic scene, image, voice, story movement, and point of view to the writing of creative nonfiction. Using 
primarily journals, letters, and other private writings, students will research the writing processes of 
established fiction writers who have worked extensively in creative nonfiction modes--writers as diverse as 
Mark Twain, Isak Dinesen, Virginia Woolf, Zora Neale Hurston, John Edgar Wideman, Gretel Ehrlich, James 
Alan McPherson, Scott Russell Sanders, Alice Walker, Joyce Carol Oates, David Bradley, and others. In 
addition to offering insights about widening writing options in a growing nonfiction market for fiction writers, 
this course aids in development of oral, written, and research skills useful for any major and 
communications-related career. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1312 Critical Reading & Writing: Autobiographical Fiction 

 
Course requires that students read fiction known to be autobiographical in nature and respond with journal 



entries and classroom discussion. Students research primary sources concerning a writer, his or her work, 
and the process by which the work came into being; give an oral report; and write a final essay. Students 
read aloud journal entry responses to readings and write their own autobiographical fiction, some of which is 
read and responded to in class. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1316 Critical Reading & Writing: Crime & Story 

 
Course explores the fact that, since Oedipus Rex, the crime has been one of the engines that drive story 
movement. Dostoevsky, Drieser, Petry, Dickens, Atwood, and Wright are among the many writers who use 
elements of the mystery and crime story to explore the psychological effects of crime on characters in fiction. 
By analyzing the writing techniques and processes--such as point of view, scene, voice, and story structure--
of well-known writers, students will examine how murder, crime, and mystery have been transformed 
beyond genre to create dramatic literary fiction. By reading published work, as well as researching memoirs, 
journals, essays, and letters of established writers, students will explore how they may use these techniques 
to create compelling movement in their fiction. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1401 Topics in Fiction Writing 

 
Courses focus on specific topics, genres, and forms relative to Fiction and Creative Nonfiction Writing 
(novel, short-story, personal and researched essays, etc.) that might not be included in the current course 
offerings (eg: Chicago Stories; Gators, Bayous, Jambalaya and Fais Do-Dos: Fieldwork Among Louisiana's 
Cajuns). Topics covered may include traditional fiction writing topics, and may also concentrate on 
experimental forms and trends in contemporary fiction as well as publishing and electronic media. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1405 Story in Fiction and Film 

 
Course critically explores the elements of fiction writing as they are translated on film: voice, point of view, 
dialogue, scene, structure, and other fictional forms. Fiction has been an important source for cinematic 
storytelling since its earliest incarnations. Students will view films, read fictional excerpts, discuss 
techniques, and hear speakers, studying how these elements can be used to heighten their own stories. 
Course will be helpful for students interested in studying fiction, film, and other arts and media disciplines. 
 
3 Credits 

 



59-1406 Story in Fiction and Film: International 

 
Course critically explores the elements of fiction writing as they are translated to film with an emphasis on 
foreign and international stories: voice, point of view, dialogue, scene, structure, and other fictional forms. 
Fiction has been an important source for cinematic storytelling since its earliest incarnations. Students will 
view films, read fictional excerpts, discuss techniques, and hear speakers, studying how these elements can 
be used to heighten their own stories. Course will be helpful for students interested in studying fiction, film, 
and other arts and media disciplines. 
 
3 Credits 
GA 

 

59-1410 Story in Graphic Forms 

 
Course covers writing for comics and graphic novels: Forms and formats similar to but unique from those of 
narrative prose, screenwriting, and storyboarding. The full script and plot outline styles of major publishers 
are explored and practiced. There's an emphasis on research to enable the writer to translate the envisioned 
image into words for artist and audience. Business aspects such as submissions, working within publishing 
cooperatives, and self-publishing are presented. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1411 Young Adult Fiction 

 
Course analyzes a selection of published young adult novels, with emphasis on the development of student 
works, including exploration of ideas and issues that sustain novel-length material. Also studied are plot 
construction, writing of scene and transition, and the weaving of theme into the whole. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1412 Dreams and Fiction Writing 

 
Course helps writers relate the rich, various, and powerful world of dreams to the needs and delights of 
imaginative prose fiction. Students keep journals of their dreams, read and write dream stories, and study 
how dreams relate to their fiction writing, including researching the ways in which dreams have influenced 
the work of well-known writers. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 



59-1414 Suspense Thriller Fiction Writing 

 
Course requires that students read and analyze contemporary examples of the suspense thriller genre. 
Suspense, legal and medical thrillers, crime novels, and horror are all various forms of the suspense thriller 
that make the bestseller lists. In consultation with the instructor, students plan and begin writing their own 
suspense thrillers. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1415 Writing Popular Fiction 

 
Course investigates a variety of fiction forms written for the popular market, including mysteries, romantic 
women's fiction, and dark fantasy novels. Emphasis is on analysis of given genres and characteristics of 
form and general technique. Students become aware of characteristics that define a popular genre novel 
and how to apply those defining techniques in their works. Because most popular fiction is market-driven, 
course includes some discussion of marketing. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1416 Science Fiction Writing 

 
Course offers a fresh approach to conception and writing of science fiction, with a current overview of the 
state of the field and techniques. Students develop original material and present their manuscripts to 
instructor for careful examination, possible class reading, and critique. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1417 Writing for Children 

 
Course examines writing books for children--from lap-sitter to young adult, including fiction, creative 
nonfiction, and plays, with emphasis on characterization, theme, plot, setting, dialogue, and conflict. 
Professional tips on subject matter of interest to children, preparation of manuscripts for publication, and 
possible markets will also be studied. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 



59-1419 Story and Journal 

 
Course uses students' personal journals and journals and notebooks of authors such as Melville, Kafka, Nin, 
and Boll as devices for exploration of the imagination, recording of the living image, and development of 
various kinds of writing. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1420 Fantasy Writing Workshop 

 
Course explores the many facets of fantasy fiction, from heroic fantasy to contemporary fantasy to horror. 
Students will read classic short stories of the genre, with class discussion focusing on structure, content, the 
use of imagination combined with plausibility, and how these qualities apply to the student's own writing. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-1421 Interactive Storytelling 

 
Course provides students with basic, hands-on training in order to complete interactive storytelling as well as 
an exploration of prose forms that adapt readily for Web venues. The internet provides a wealth of writing 
and publishing opportunities employing a wider range of skills and techniques than is found in print 
publishing. These projects will include text, creating and preparing images for the Web, planning the flow of 
a site, and designing pages, as well as creating internal and external links. Students read and view 
examples from the internet, compare these with print media, and write with these differences in mind. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-1422 Journal and Sketchbook: Ways of Seeing 

 
This course, open to those interested in writing and/or visual art, will be team-taught by a writer and a visual 
artist, using interdisciplinary approaches in order to help students better see their narrative work. Kafka, 
Goya, Faulkner, and others have been inspired by word and image; their journals and sketchbooks show 
exploration in text, image, and their intersections. Students will consider their written and visual work fully 
through personal observation, seeing and responding simultaneously, and seeing-in-the-mind through 
imagination and memory. 
 
4 Credits 
GA 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 



59-1450 Tutoring Fiction Writing Skills 

 
Tutorial course addresses basic skills in grammar and punctuation, fiction writing, rewriting, editing, journal 
writing, organization, and more. Tutorial Program is designed for students concurrently enrolled in Fiction 
Writing Workshop, Prose Forms, Critical Reading and Writing, and Specialty Writing classes. Many students 
find one-on-one attention of a tutor (who is an advanced writing student) gives their writing added energy 
and clarity and helps them make valuable discoveries. 
 
1-2 Credits Repeatable 
CONCURRENT: 59-1200 Introduction to Fiction Writing  or 59-1201 Fiction Writing I or 59-2201 Fiction 
Writing II or 59-2202 Prose Forms or 59-3201 Fiction Writing: Advanced or 59-3202 Advanced Prose Forms 
or 59-3203 Fiction Seminar 

 

59-1490 Fantasy Genre Writing 

 
Fantasy Genre Writing is designed for anyone interested in writing Fantasy. The course will expose students 
to Fantasy's vast reach across a wide array of media and forms including fiction, film, music, theatre, art, 
photography, television, fashion, comics, poetry, games, and other arts. Discussion and research of the 
genre will give way to practical application in writing and creating Fantasy works in several of the forms 
explored in the class. This is an introductory level class with an interdisciplinary focus, open to Fiction 
Writing majors and non-majors for college-wide elective credit. 
 
3 Credits 

 

59-1491 Science Fiction Genre Writing 

 
Science Fiction Genre Writing is designed for anyone interested in writing Science Fiction. This genre has 
become a significant element of contemporary culture. Through writing, research, reading, creative practice, 
and multimedia, this course will explore the many ways Sci-Fi's themes and narratives have captured the 
imagination of a sophisticated and changing world. This is an introductory level class with an interdisciplinary 
focus, open to Fiction Writing majors and non-majors for college-wide elective credit. 
 
3 Credits 

 

59-1492 Popular Fiction Genre Writing 

 
Popular Fiction Genre Writing is designed for anyone interested in writing in the Popular Fiction genres. 
Popular Fiction (mystery, thriller, horror, romance, graphic stories, etc.) and its themes, styles, and tropes, 
provide the wellspring for television, motion pictures, games, and emerging media. This course explores the 
conventions and approaches of popular fiction, discuss history, psychology, and sociology as reflected and 
influenced by popular fiction, and gives students a chance to write brief works of popular fiction. This is an 
introductory level class with an interdisciplinary focus, open to Fiction Writing majors and non-majors for 



college-wide elective credit. 
 
3 Credits 

 

59-1500 Poetry Workshop: Beginning 

 
Through in-class writing exercises, reading of model poems, and discussion of student work, this course 
encourages students to produce poetry of increasing quality. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 52-1151S Writing and Rhetoric I Stretch B or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 97 or 
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score >= 710 or ACT (American College Test) score >= 30 

 

59-1700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Beginning 

 
A beginning class in writing creative nonfiction, a term including many forms, constantly re-imagined, with 
the personal and lyrical essay at its core. You will boldly combine different elements of shape, texture, and 
voice to attempt to produce works of literary art, primarily in the essay, and present your work to the rest of 
the class in a workshop format. You will also begin reading in nonfiction. 
 
4 Credits 
WI 
COREQUISITES: 52-1151 Writing and Rhetoric I or 52-1151S Writing and Rhetoric I Stretch B or 52-1121 
International Writing and Rhetoric I or COMPASS Placement Test score >= 97 or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude 
Test) score >= 710 or ACT (American College Test) score >= 30 

 

59-2101 Freelance Applications of Creative Writing Training 

 
Course looks at the application of the broad repertoire of creative writing techniques and approaches to 
writing and freelance tasks found in various businesses and services, including the writing that appears in a 
variety of publications and media. The student develops writing projects suitable for inclusion in his/her 
professional portfolios. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms or 59-2500 Poetry Workshop: Intermediate or 59-2700 Creative 
Nonfiction Workshop: Intermediate  

 

59-2102 Small Press Publishing 

 
4 Credits 



COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms or 59-2500 Poetry Workshop: Intermediate or 59-2700 Creative 
Nonfiction Workshop: Intermediate  

 

59-2201 Fiction Writing II 

 
Course is the second class in the core curriculum for the Fiction Writing major. Course continues the 
development of perceptual and technical abilities begun in Fiction Writing I, concentrating on point of view, 
structure, and parody of form. Fiction II is organized along principles of parodying structure and style of 
literary models while encouraging students to develop their own material, both in major parody assignments 
and in other writings. 
 
4 Credits 
WI 
PREREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 

 

59-2202 Prose Forms 

 
Course is the third class in the core sequence. Aimed toward producing publishable works, this practical 
exploration guides students in the production of creative nonfiction, technical, expository, and persuasive 
writing, thereby exposing students to the kinds of writing generally useful in finding employment in arts and 
media fields where writing skills are essential to advancement. Course is also designed to heighten students' 
sense of forms and structure in preparation for Fiction Writing: Advanced. Strong emphasis is placed on 
using the identified basic forms in fiction writing and in exposition. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-2201 Fiction Writing II 

 

59-2301 Critical Reading & Writing: Novelists 

 
Course examines the ways in which novelists read, respond to what they read, and incorporate their reading 
responses dynamically into their own fiction-writing processes. In addition to their own written responses to 
reading, students work individually and in small groups researching the reading and writing processes 
behind selected novels (mainstream and alternative), ranging from the beginnings of the form to the present 
day. Drawing upon authors' journals, notebooks, letters, and more public writings, students explore the 
writing processes of well-known writers and ways in which students' own responses to reading can nourish 
and heighten the development of their fiction. Course will survey many of the principal novelists and novels 
and the development of the genre from its roots to contemporary fiction. Students should be writing fiction, 
but novel-length material is not required. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 



59-2302 Critical Reading & Writing: Short Story Writers 

 
Course encourages development of lively, well-crafted, short fiction by examining reading and writing 
processes that guide some of the best examples of the form. Students select from a wide range of writers, 
representing many different voices, backgrounds, subjects, and approaches, to research ways in which 
writers read, respond to their reading, and use that reading to generate and heighten their short stories. 
Students write their responses to reading short stories and discuss the relationship of reading to the 
development of their own fiction. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-2303 Critical Reading & Writing: Women Writers 

 
Course researches writing processes of women writers and ways in which their reading and responses to 
reading play influential roles in the fiction-writing process. Journals and other writings by Virginia Woolf, Zora 
Neale Hurston, Katherine Anne Porter, Katherine Mansfield, Eudora Welty, Toni Cade Bambara, and others 
are used as examples of how writers read, write about what they read to develop their fiction, and see their 
work in relation to other writers' works. Manuscripts and notes of famous works may be used to show 
writers' processes and development. Students' own fiction writing is also part of the course. 
 
4 Credits 
PL 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-2304 Critical Reading & Writing: Fiction Writers & Censorship 

 
Course emphasizes research, writing, and discussion of creative processes of successful writers, among 
them Lawrence, Flaubert, Hurston, Wright, Selby, Joyce, and Burroughs, who have been forced to confront 
directly forms of censorship or marginalization. Writers must be free to draw on their strongest material and 
use their best, most authentic, telling voices. However, writers often confront external or internal inhibitions: 
outright legal challenges, vocal attacks upon certain types of stories, subtle publishing prejudices, or self-
censoring. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-2410 Researching and Writing Historical Fiction 

 
Course focuses on the ever-popular genre of historical fiction, which combines the study of research 
techniques with fictional techniques necessary to produce marketable prose. Through reading, research, 
and guidance of a historical fiction writer, students produce their own historical fiction. Course fulfills the 



bibliography and research requirement of the Fiction Writing major. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-2411 Advanced Young Adult Fiction 

 
Course provides students with the opportunity to complete full-length original novellas begun in Young Adult 
Fiction (55-4301). Emphasis is on deepening understanding of scene, transition, character, and plot 
development. Rigorous rewriting and revision are key in working toward publishable quality. Students 
discuss the latest in young adult literature and current trends in publishing. 
 
4 Credits 
WI 
PREREQUISITES: 59-1411 Young Adult Fiction 

 

59-2416 Advanced Science Fiction Writing Workshop 

 
Workshop course builds on the original science fiction class, focusing on writing skills and techniques unique 
to the genre. Students practice generating story ideas, tempering imagination with logic, thinking in terms of 
the future and its multiple possibilities, selecting appropriate characters, and constructing plausible plots. 
Readings include collected short stories of science fiction master Alfred Bester and individual works by 
Robert Heinlein, C.M. Kornbluth, and others. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-1416 Science Fiction Writing 

 

59-2417 Freelance Applications of Fiction Writing Training 

 
Course looks at the application of the broad repertoire of fiction-writing techniques and approaches to 
creative nonfiction and freelance tasks found in various businesses and services including the creative 
nonfiction that appears in a variety of publications and media. The student develops writing projects suitable 
for inclusion in his/her professional portfolios. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-2430 Dialects and Fiction Writing 

 
Course provides students with informed training in listening with a good ear and distinguishing between eye 



dialect and dialect that is both accurately and artistically rendered, with an understanding of the tradition of 
dialect writing in fiction. Dialect speech and writing have richly contributed to the breadth, variety, and 
authenticity of American and English literature. Students keep journals and research the ways in which 
writers employ dialect in their fiction as well as what they have to say about such uses, while also 
developing a facility with dialect in their own fiction writing. 
 
4 Credits 
PL 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-2431 Small Press Publishing 

 
This course covers the how-to, economic, copyright, technical, and mailing regulation considerations of 
founding a press or magazine and examines the current, important phenomenon of the developing small-
press movement in the American literary scene. Course includes an electronic publication component. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-2450J Manuscript Preparation for Writers 

 
Course teaches students how to prepare final manuscripts. While students will consider the development of 
manuscript conventions and writing industry standards, they will also compare and contrast how other 
writers (such as Faulkner, Fitzgerald, and others) have prepared their manuscripts, based on their vision of 
the final product and its impact on various audiences. Students will learn to give close attention to issues 
regarding the relationship between story content and the important role of style, punctuation, usage, and the 
many ways in which the visual appearance and impact of a manuscript?s features (chapters, sections, 
breaks, etc.) affect not only the way in which the work is received by readers, editors, and publishers, but 
also how layout/setup affects the manipulation of time, movement, and dramatic impact. 
 
2 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-1201 Fiction Writing I 
Requirements Not New Freshman and Not New Transfer Stu. 

 

59-2500 Poetry Workshop: Intermediate 

 
Through in-class writing exercises, the reading of model poems, and discussion of student work, students 
are encouraged to produce poetry of greater sophistication. Familiarity with work of notable poets is strongly 
encouraged. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 59-1500 Poetry Workshop: Beginning   

 



59-2700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Intermediate 

 
Intermediate class in writing creative nonfiction. This class will build on the introductory workshop, with 
students expected to expand the range and sophistication of their work. Students will read works of 
nonfiction and present their work to the rest of the class in a workshop format. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
WI 
PREREQUISITES:    59-1700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Beginning  

 

59-2801 Topics in Nonfiction 

 
A number and variety of courses are included under the umbrella of nonfiction topics, such as: Journal 
Writing (writing, reading and discussing nonfiction journals that explore the writer's life or an aspect of it, 
such as travel, memories or relationships to art or food. Course also examines ways personal writing can 
become public writing within genre of creative nonfiction.); Memoir Writing (how to select the most 
meaningful memories, and how to develop, focus and structure those memories); and the Graphic Memoir 
(While the emphasis will be on writing, the course will also explore the connection of writing to drawing and 
how one can enhance the other, such as how the images and language are placed in panels or pages). 
These courses will revolve and be offered different semesters. Content will vary slightly according to 
instructors. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 52-1152 Writing and Rhetoric II or 52-1122 International Writing and Rhetoric II or 59-
1700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Beginning  

 

59-2802 Creative Non-Fiction: Journal Writing 

 
This course offers students structured exploration of journal writing techniques. Students develop journal 
writing as a powerful means of self-exploration and self-expression. Course also examines ways personal 
writing can become public writing within genre of creative nonfiction. 
 
4 Credits 
WI 
PREREQUISITES: 52-1152 Writing and Rhetoric II or 52-1122 International Writing and Rhetoric II  

 

59-2803 Creative Non-Fiction: Writing Theory 

 
This course is designed for students who are interested in writing critical, academic non-fiction. Content 
examines how the theorizing of writing by writers and philosophers has changed our perception not only of 
the act of writing, but also our identities as subjects of language. 
 



4 Credits 
WI 
PREREQUISITES: 52-1152 Writing and Rhetoric II or 52-1122 International Writing and Rhetoric II  

 

59-2804 Creative Non-Fiction: Writing Memoir 

 
This course will focus on writing memoir, a sub-genre of Creative Nonfiction. Class will be exposed to a 
variety of readings and will develop greater understanding and appreciation of memoir as a form of Creative 
Nonfiction writing. Creative techniques for writing and crafting memoir, including approach and selecting a 
topic, research, organization, and stylistic and creative concerns, will be explored. Students will also become 
familiar with how to pursue publishing their work. 
 
4 Credits 
WI 
PREREQUISITES:  59-1700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Beginning  

 

59-2805 Creative Nonfiction: Writing Memoir II 

 
This class will focus on an advanced level of writing memoir as a sub-genre of Creative Nonfiction. This 
class will build on the level one memoir class, with students expected to expand the range and 
sophistication of their work. Students will research, re-envision and expand upon theme and form in memoir. 
Students will read memoirs and develop a critical discourse and understanding of memoir as a narrative 
form. Students will investigate the various placements of the memoir form in the literary marketplace. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 52-2834 or 59-2804 Creative Non-Fiction: Writing Memoir  

 

59-2806 Creative Non-Fiction: Queer Writings 

 
This is a creative nonfiction writing workshop developing themes related to gender issues. Students read 
and write creative nonfiction material focusing on gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender material. 
 
4 Credits 
WI PL 
PREREQUISITES: 52-1152 Writing and Rhetoric II or 52-1122 International Writing and Rhetoric II  

 

59-2807 Creative Non-Fiction: Travel & Food Writing 

 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 52-1152 Writing and Rhetoric II or 52-1122 International Writing and Rhetoric II  



 

59-2850 Nonfiction Film As Literature 

 
This class will explore nonfiction films in their relationship to nonfiction literature. What does it mean to 
speak of films as essays or memoirs or autobiographies What is the relationship between text and image, 
fact, truth, and composition in films presenting themselves as nonfictional We will also consider some 
nonfiction literature that invokes and plays off film. Filmmakers such as Ross McElwee, Spike Lee, Erroll 
Morris, Chris Marker, Barbara Hammer, Su Friedrich, Jonathan Caouette, and Spalding Gray will be 
considered. 
 
4 Credits 
HL 
PREREQUISITES: 59-2700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Intermediate 

 

59-3100 Creative Writers and Publishing 

 
Course is designed to give developing creative writers an understanding of the publishing industry, and 
experience navigating it. Students will write and prepare work for potential publication, familiarize 
themselves with the literary marketplace and current publishing trends, participate in conversations and 
interviews with editors, agents, publishers, and other members of the publishing industry and literary 
community. Assignments will include research, presentations, and opportunities for submission of students' 
creative work. Students will undertake, present, and potentially publish in-depth research into literary 
magazines and journals, as well as independent and major publishing houses. Guest speakers may include 
bookstore owners, editors, publishers, and published creative writers. 
 
4 Credits 
COREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms or 59-2500 Poetry Workshop: Intermediate or 59-2700 Creative 
Nonfiction Workshop: Intermediate  

 

59-3150 Writer's Portfolio 

 
Course requires that students develop and build a writing portfolio that showcases strong examples of their 
writing done in Fiction Writing Department classes and elsewhere to present for possible employment or 
application to graduate school. Students will learn about professional portfolio presentation and the role 
portfolios play in persuading employers and graduate-admission committees in the fields of writing. Students 
will rewrite pieces of their own writing, including a range of various writing forms that are key to a successful 
portfolio and that they wish to include in their final portfolio project. Examples could include cover letters, 
letters of inquiry, research on publishing markets, stories, and essays. Additional forms may include 
resumes, clips of feature writing, writing for media, advertising, scripts, business, and other forms of writing 
that show the student's writing strengths. It is open to all students and is a capstone course for the BFA in 
Fiction Writing degree. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-3201 Fiction Writing: Advanced or 59-3500 Poetry Workshop: Advanced or 59-3700 
Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Advanced  



 

59-3170J Topics in Writing Abroad: Rome 

 
This J-session course offers an intensive two-week immersion in Rome's literature, art, history, and culture. 
Students read fiction, poetry, and nonfiction by noted authors; visit major sites, including the Colosseum, 
Vatican, Roman Forum, Pompeii, churches, museums and places associated with noted authors; and 
participate in writing workshops at Lorenzo d' Medici. Journal entries and reading responses lead to an 
extended story, essay, or digital project, which may be done in collaboration with students from the Business 
and Entrepreneurship Department. 
 
3 Credits 
GA 
Requirements Not New Freshman and Not New Transfer Stu. 

 

59-3171J Creative Writing: J-Term in Paris 

 
Dislocation from the familiar has for centuries played upon the imaginative processes of writers. This J-
Session course offers an immersion in the literature, art, history, and culture of another city or country. 
Students read fiction and nonfiction by noted authors; visit major sites associated with these authors; write 
journal entries and reading responses; and intensively explore new fictional and creative nonfiction 
possibilities, as well as having the option of continuing to develop strong writing material from previous 
classes. 
 
4 Credits 
GA 
Requirements Not New Freshman and Not New Transfer Stu. 

 

59-3172 Dreams and Creative Writing: Prague 

 
Mixing medieval with ultra-modern, the surreal and the mythological, the city of Prague has long inspired 
fantastic and dream-like literature, art, and architecture. In this course, students are invited to tap into the 
wildly imaginative world of dreams and explore their influence on the work of well-known Czech writers such 
as Franz Kafka and Gustav Meyrink. With site visits to weird and dreamy locales throughout the city, and 
through creative prompts and exercises, students will explore first-hand the role of dreams and dream 
imagery on the creative process. 
 
4 Credits 
GA 

 

59-3173 Critical Reading and Writing: Kafka and European Masters 



 
With a focus on Franz Kafka, this course presents the work of Prague?s most influential writers, paying 
special attention to how the historical and cultural landscape of Eastern Europe in the 20th century impacted 
their lives and work, and exploring the myriad ways culture and geography inform creative process. In this 
course, students will interact with the city of Prague through the lenses of great works such as Kafka?s The 
Trial, Hasek?s, outrageous novel Good Soldier Svejk, Kundera?s The Unbearable Lightness of Being and 
works by Karol Capek and Bohumil Hrabel. 
 
4 Credits 
GA 

 

59-3201 Fiction Writing: Advanced 

 
Course is the fourth class in the core sequence. Students intensively explore new fictional possibilities in the 
writing of short fiction and novels (students also have the option to continue to develop strong writing 
material from previous classes). Workshop may have an emphasis on point of view and/or rewriting. Course 
is repeatable. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-3202 Advanced Prose Forms 

 
Course uses a range of pedagogical strategies to advance students' development of prose forms and 
publishable creative nonfiction. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-3201 Fiction Writing: Advanced 

 

59-3203 Fiction Seminar 

 
Advanced course in fiction writing begins with technical or craft matters, then proceeds to more artistic 
aspects of composing fiction of any length. Craft sessions address general nature of communication 
involving character creation, including both physical and psychological descriptions, dialogue, interior 
monologue and stream of consciousness, action, pace, point of view, plot, setting, and style. Substantial 
writing projects are undertaken by students and submitted for class analysis and discussion. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-3201 Fiction Writing: Advanced 

 

59-3403 Fiction Writers and Publishing 



 
Course is designed to give developing fiction writers an understanding of the publishing industry. Attention is 
given to the history of fiction publishing in the United States and ongoing changes in the industry. The 
responsibilities of, and relationships among, writers, editors, literary agents, and publishing houses are 
explored. Students conduct in-depth research of fiction magazines and publishing houses. Students form 
their own in-class magazine and submit their work to the other student editors of the magazine. Course is 
designed for students working towards readying stories for submission. Students are encouraged to send 
their manuscripts out for publication at intervals during the semester. Guest speakers include bookstore 
owners, editors, publishers, and published fiction writers. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-2202 Prose Forms 

 

59-3450 Practice Teaching: Tutor Training 

 
Course uses a range of pedagogical strategies to train and provide tutors who, concurrent with their training 
semester, staff the Department of Creative Writing's Fiction tutoring program. Tutors assist Fiction students 
who need help with reading and writing skills. 
 
4 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-3451 Practice Teaching: Classroom 

 
Students explore a range of pedagogical strategies in order to prepare to teach the writing of Fiction. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 59-3450 Practice Teaching: Tutor Training 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-3500 Poetry Workshop: Advanced 

 
Students are encouraged to write poetry of the very highest quality. Workshop format makes use of in-class 
writing exercises and discussions of student work. Students become familiar with a wide range of models 
and formal strategies. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 52-1152 Writing and Rhetoric II or 59-2500 Poetry Workshop: Intermediate or 52-1122 
International Writing and Rhetoric II  

 

59-3601 Poetics 



 
This craft and process course combines the writing of poetry by advanced students with the study of theory 
and poetics. As the result of reading works of criticism as well as poems that have been influenced by such 
critical inquiry, students are able to examine and articulate their own craft. 
 
4 Credits 
WI 
COREQUISITES: 59-3500 Poetry Workshop: Advanced  

 

59-3602 Craft Seminar 

 
Rotating topics craft class. Students read literature of specific periods and movements in order to generate 
poetry (and hybrid writing forms) based on these reading assignments. Craft Seminars that have been 
offered in past semesters include Poetry Translation, Hybrid Poetics, and Literary College. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
HL 
PREREQUISITES: 59-2500 Poetry Workshop: Intermediate 

 

59-3690 Undergraduate Thesis Development Seminar 

 
This capstone course for Poetry majors focuses on the writing, revisions, and compilation of a chapbook-
length poetry manuscript suitable for publication or submission for a graduate school application. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-3500 Poetry Workshop: Advanced  

 

59-3700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Advanced 

 
An advanced class in writing creative nonfiction. This class will build on the intermediate workshop, with 
students expected to have attained a certain mastery in the writing of nonfiction. Students will read works of 
nonfiction and participate in presenting their work to the rest of the class in a workshop format. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
WI 
PREREQUISITES: 59-2700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Intermediate  

 

59-3800 Form and Theory of Nonfiction 

 
A class in the craft and theory of different forms of creative nonfiction. Students might write autobiographical 



essays, journals, prose poetry, letters, biographical pieces, and experimental kinds of prose that are hybrids, 
or invented forms. The class may also focus on a certain kind of nonfiction writing, such as writing queer 
nonfiction, or the experimental essay. Some of this work will be discussed in the workshop format. Students 
will also read different theoretical works that discuss the nature of nonfiction literature. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 59-2700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Intermediate  

 

59-3801 Readings in Nonfiction 

 
The Readings in Nonfiction Literature class is designed to explore a variety of subjects in nonfiction, and 
topics of classes offered might include readings in the essay, twentieth century nonfiction, feminist readings 
in nonfiction, queer nonfiction, graphic novel memoirs, single or double author courses (Baldwin's Essays, or 
Montaigne and Bacon), etc. The class will change from semester to semester. The class will explore what 
makes a work of nonfiction specific to its genre and how writers establish their voices in nonfiction. 
 
4 Credits Repeatable 
WI 
PREREQUISITES: 52-112 and 59-1700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Beginning 

 

59-3890 Senior Forum 

 
This course will encourage students to view their work in context to the larger body of contemporary 
nonfiction published in online and print communities. Students will develop awareness of their own unique 
voice through the crafting of artist statements. Students will use revision strategies and feedback from peers 
to shape their work so that it is ready for public presentation. Students will study craft essays and interviews 
that discuss how writing is brought to publication. Student work may be represented as shorter or longer 
pieces in memoir, essay, lyric, hybrid or other nonfiction forms and genres. Students will be exposed to 
contemporary works through visiting authors, and the study of online magazines, literary magazines, and 
other print sources for nonfiction. 
 
4 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-3700 Creative Nonfiction Workshop: Advanced  

 

59-3990 Internship: Creative Writing 

 
Course provides internships to advanced students with an opportunity to gain work experience in an area of 
concentration or interest while receiving academic credit toward their degrees. 
 
1-6 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Department Permission 

 



59-3998 Independent Project: Creative Writing 

 
An independent project is designed by the student, with approval of supervising faculty member, to study an 
area not available in the curriculum. Prior to registration, student must submit written proposal that outlines 
the project. 
 
1-6 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-3999 Directed Study: Creative Writing 

 
This course consists of learning activities involving student independence within the context of regular 
guidance and direction from a faculty advisor. Directed Studies are appropriate for students who wish to 
explore a subject beyond what is possible in regular courses or for students who wish to engage in a subject 
or activity not otherwise offered that semester by the College. Directed Studies involve close collaboration 
with a faculty advisor who will assist in development and design of the project, oversee its progress, 
evaluate the final results, and submit a grade. 
 
1-4 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-4150 Literary Magazine Editing 

 
Course teaches students basic principles of literary magazine editing. This includes the processing and 
managing of submissions, editorial discussions of submitted material, editorial correspondence (rejections 
and acceptances), ordering of the final manuscript, and preparation of the electronic manuscript for 
typesetting. 
 
4 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-4151 Literary Magazine Production 

 
Course teaches students basic principles of magazine production. Students act as editors and assistants for 
Columbia literary journals, learning the fundamentals of editorial selection, copyediting, proofreading, 
design, production and distribution. 
 
4 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 



59-5150 Literary Magazine Editing 

 
Course teaches students basic principles of literary magazine editing. This includes the processing and 
managing of submissions, editorial discussions of submitted material, editorial correspondence (rejections 
and acceptances), ordering of the final manuscript, and preparation of the electronic manuscript for 
typesetting. 
 
4 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-5151 Literary Magazine Production 

 
Course teaches students basic principles of magazine production. Students act as editors and assistants for 
Columbia literary journals, learning the fundamentals of editorial selection, copyediting, proofreading, 
design, production and distribution. 
 
4 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

59-6100 Topics in Creative Writing 

 
This course focuses on specific topics, genres, and forms relative to the intersection of fiction, poetry, and 
creative nonfiction writing, establishing the connection between the written word and other media. Topics 
covered may include traditional creative writing topics such as structure, form voice, and image, or may 
concentrate on experimental forms and trends in contemporary creative writing as well as publishing, 
performance, and new media. Topics include Pedagogy, Publishing, Experimental Writing, and Multimedia 
Applications. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 59-6500 MFA Poetry Workshop or 59-6800 Form and Theory of Nonfiction  

 

59-6170J Topics in Writing Abroad: Rome 

 
This J-session course offers an intensive two-week immersion in Rome's literature, art, history, and culture. 
Students read fiction, poetry, and nonfiction by noted authors; visit major sites, including the Colosseum, 
Vatican, Roman Forum, Pompeii, churches, museums and places associated with noted authors; and 
participate in writing workshops at Lorenzo d' Medici. Journal entries and reading responses lead to an 
extended story, essay, or digital project, which may be done in collaboration with students from the Business 
and Entrepreneurship Department. 
 
3 Credits 

 



59-6171J Creative Writing: J-Term in Paris 

 
4 Credits 

 

59-6172 Dreams and Creative Writing: Prague 

 
Mixing medieval with ultra-modern, the surreal and the mythological, the city of Prague has long inspired 
fantastic and dream-like literature, art, and architecture. In this course, students are invited to tap into the 
wildly imaginative world of dreams and explore their influence on the work of well-known Czech writers such 
as Franz Kafka and Gustav Meyrink. With site visits to weird and dreamy locales throughout the city, and 
through creative prompts and exercises, students will explore first-hand the role of dreams and dream 
imagery on the creative process. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6173 Critical Reading and Writing: Kafka and European Masters 

 
With a focus on Franz Kafka, this course presents the work of Prague?s most influential writers, paying 
special attention to how the historical and cultural landscape of Eastern Europe in the 20th century impacted 
their lives and work, and exploring the myriad ways culture and geography inform creative process. In this 
course, students will interact with the city of Prague through the lenses of great works such as Kafka?s The 
Trial, Hasek?s, outrageous novel Good Soldier Svejk, Kundera?s The Unbearable Lightness of Being and 
works by Karol Capek and Bohumil Hrabel. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6203 Advanced Graduate Fiction Workshop 

 
4 Credits 

 

59-6203 Advanced Graduate Fiction Workshop 

 
This repeatable Fiction workshop emphasizes further development in the writing of short fiction and novels. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6204 Fiction Seminar 



 
4 Credits 

 

59-6301 Graduate Critical Reading and Writing 

 
4 Credits 

 

59-6401 Thesis Development: Fiction 

 
This course concentrates on the process and extended development necessary for the completion of a 
book-length thesis. The course is designed for graduate students who normally have completed at least two 
semesters of Advanced Fiction Writing (or will be concurrently enrolled in a second Advanced class), who 
have sixty to seventy manuscript pages of what they have identified to a Workshop teacher as thesis 
material, and are in the early stages of working with a thesis advisor. The course is not for graduate students 
well on their way to completing the thesis, but rather for those in the early developmental stages of thesis 
work. The course will focus on how to put it all together; that is, such matters as novel structure and 
movement, short-story structure and movement, dimensions of point of view, and the uniqueness of such in 
the individual writing of the students. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6402 Thesis: Fiction 

 
Includes one-on-one intensive rewriting manuscript in preparation for candidate's thesis. 
 
1 Credits 

 

59-6500 MFA Poetry Workshop 

 
Students are encouraged to write poetry of the very highest quality. Workshop format makes use of reading 
assignments, writing exercises, and critique of student work. Students are expected to become familiar with 
a wide range of models and formal strategies. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6510 Graduate Poetics Seminar 



 
The Graduate Poetics Seminar, required of MFA Creative Writing-Poetry students, provides an overview of 
foundational and touchstone theories of poetic making from Aristotle to the present. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6602 Craft Seminar 

 
Rotating topics craft class. Students read literature of specific periods and movements in order to generate 
poetry (and hybrid writing forms) based on these reading assignments. Craft Seminars that have been 
offered in past semesters include Poetry Translation, Hybrid Poetics, and Literary College. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6690 Thesis Development: Poetry 

 
Students in this course will complete the first draft of the thesis required for graduation and prepares 
students to work with their thesis advisor. Course includes revising and arranging the manuscript, analyzing 
first books of poetry and the marketplace, and composing the critical essay. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6691 Thesis: Poetry 

 
One-on-one intensive revision of the book-length thesis manuscript and/or critical essay required for 
graduation with an MFA in Poetry. Repeatable once. 
 
1 Credits 

 

59-6700 Graduate Workshop: Nonfiction 

 
Graduate-only advanced seminar in literature focuses on one author or a group of authors. Course is 
repeatable as topic changes. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6800 Form and Theory of Nonfiction 



 
4 Credits 

 

59-6801 History of the Essay 

 
Seneca to Montaigne to Alice Meynell to Simone Weil, etc . . . a linear, disjunctive, or creative tour into the 
heart of the essay. This class will explore the essay in its historical and theoretical forms and development. 
The class will spend considerable time on the classical essay, but also look deeply at the protean shapes 
the essay can take, the different ways it makes its lyrical and intellectual possibilities manifest. 
 
4 Credits 

 

59-6810 Topics in Nonfiction 

 
4 Credits 

 

59-6891 Thesis: Nonfiction 

 
Thesis credits, under individual direction by faculty, toward completion of the thesis. 
 
1 Credits 

 

59-6898 Independent Project: Creative Writing 

 
1-6 Credits 

 

59-6990 Internship: Creative Writing 

 
1-4 Credits 

 

59-6999 Directed Study 

 
Course consists of learning activities involving student independence within the context of regular guidance 
and direction from a faculty advisor. Directed Studies are appropriate for students who wish to explore a 



subject beyond what is possible in regular courses or for students who wish to engage in a subject or activity 
not otherwise offered that semester by the College. They involve close collaboration with a faculty advisor 
who will assist in development and design of the project, oversee its progress, evaluate the final results, and 
submit a grade. 
 
1-4 Credits 
Requirements Department Permission 

 

66-2100 Papermaking 

 
This class will qualify undergraduate students in the basic techniques, materials, processes, and concepts 
used in the Papermaking Studio. Technique will be taught as a method of investigation, a material 
exploration of ideas. Projects will focus on using papermaking as an image making tool and sculptural 
material. Projects engaging micro-industry, environmental, and community-building models will also be 
considered. Students will gain skills in beating a variety of fibers, sheet forming, watermarking, pulp painting, 
and high-shrinkage techniques. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements 45 Credit Hours Complete 

 

66-2130 Print Production 

 
Print Production offers students the opportunity to gain a theoretical and practical knowledge of real world 
print production that will enable them to communicate and work with commercial printers. They will work in 
an offset printing studio with full capabilities including film imagesetting from digital files, to platemaking, as 
well as printing on the Heidelberg offset press at the Center for Book and Paper Arts. Projects will include 
one color, duotone and CMYK print works. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-2642 Beginning Bookbinding 

 
The need to record & contain stories is nearly as old as humankind. This class will introduce undergraduate 
students to the bookbinding techniques, materials, processes, for creating different structures to contain a 
variety of forms, progressing from simple to complex. Students will learn the narrative possibilities of the 
codex form, and investigate the expressive potential for non-traditional forms of the book. There will be a 
discussion of historic structures and the history of the book and how these forms fit into the movement of 
artist's books in the art world today. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements 45 Credit Hours Complete 

 



66-3106 History of Interdisciplinary Art 

 
The class will provide a broad history of the arts from earliest times until the present, with a focus on times 
and places where artists of different disciplines interacted with each other, or where the emphasis is on art 
that partakes in an interdisciplinary approach. The second half of the class focuses on various artistic 
movements in the 20th century. Emphasis will be placed on how artists interact with society as a whole, and 
how they influence cultural change, and in turn are influenced by it. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-3112 Conceptual Strategies 

 
This course will illuminate the notion that form is rooted in concept rather than a specific material or 
discipline. Students will explore the integration of research, collection, classification, mapping, intervention, 
collaboration, experiment, improvisation and play as well as thoughtful observation and reflection on these 
activities within the context of studio practice. Students will learn to make work through the elaboration of 
ideas rather than the skills of a particular discipline. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-3426 Letterpress Studio 

 
Letterpress is the original broadcast medium: printing from movable type is a technological innovation that 
has had huge, far-reaching effects. Only a tiny percent of commercial printing is done using hand-set metal 
type anymore, but the entire discipline of typography was invented by the technological innovation of 
letterpress printing, and all the terms of typography have their genesis in metal, movable type. This class 
focuses on learning the printing techniques used in letterpress, understanding how the fundamental 
concepts in typography have their origins in metal type, and as opportunity to create a series of projects 
informed by these ideas and techniques. Students will learn letterpress printing through a series of 
demonstrations and studio projects. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-4210 CNC Fabrication Fundamentals 

 
Increased access to CNC (Computer Numeric Controlled) technologies originally developed for industrial 
manufacturing have revolutionized the creative practices of artists and designers. The CNC Router is one 
such technology used for cutting or carving 2D and 3D forms in many materials based on information 
created in software modeling applications. In this course, students will gain proficiency in CNC Fabrication 
techniques by learning CNC Router operation from digital modeling and file preparation to physical material 
preparation, handling, and machine tool use. 
 



3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 22-1920 Making 2 or 22-1925 Making for Transfers  
Requirements Permission of Instructor 

 

66-4305 Art As Spiritual Practice 

 
According to anthropologist William Irwin Thomson, 'Art is the last religion.' This class combines actual 
artmaking with research to explore how artists make use of their skills as a way of exploring 'the spiritual'in 
their lives. The concept of artist as shaman is balanced with the idea of art itself as a spiritual experience, in 
work ranging from the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence to the light installations of James Turrell. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-4800 Public Art 

 
Project-based course in which students use research, readings, and project creation to explore the meaning 
and varieties of art created in and for public places, especially concentrating on work that uses technology 
and/or interactivity. Student artists will work with both physical and virtual environments and will create a 
work of public art as the primary goal. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-5210 CNC Fabrication Fundamentals 

 
Increased access to CNC (Computer Numeric Controlled) technologies originally developed for industrial 
manufacturing have revolutionized the creative practices of artists and designers. The CNC Router is one 
such technology used for cutting or carving 2D and 3D forms in many materials based on information 
created in software modeling applications. In this course, students will gain proficiency in CNC Fabrication 
techniques by learning CNC Router operation from digital modeling and file preparation to physical material 
preparation, handling, and machine tool use. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-5305 Art As Spiritual Practice 

 
According to anthropologist William Irwin Thomson, 'Art is the last religion.' This class combines actual 
artmaking with research to explore how artists make use of their skills as a way of exploring 'the spiritual'in 
their lives. The concept of artist as shaman is balanced with the idea of art itself as a spiritual experience, in 
work ranging from the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence to the light installations of James Turrell. 



 
3 Credits 

 

66-5716 The Art of Collaboration 

 
In this course, students will work with visiting mid-career and established artists in developing, making, and 
promoting editioned works of art. The course examines the function of artists as producers and collaborators 
in the artistic process. Students will be introduced to a survey of historic and contemporary references from 
leading collaborative studios nationally and internationally. The course will focus on interdisciplinary 
collaborative practices and processes. 
 
1 Credits 

 

66-5718 Material Social Practices 

 
In this course, students will work with visiting mid-career and established artists to create artworks in the 
social realm. Students connect their art practice to research on new or experimental approaches to art 
activism. Social practice-based artwork includes a wide range of evolving media and concepts in 
contemporary art practice. It includes projects as diverse as guerrilla interventions and squat spaces, to 
social sculpture, and interactive media. These practices reflect important critical and conceptual trends in the 
field of art by engaging relational aesthetics and theories of globalism and pluralism with the intersection of 
art and political systems. Students will consider these varied forms of public engagement through discussion 
seminars and hands-on practice. Students work individually or collaboratively to consider art in its 
relationship to social change. 
 
1 Credits 

 

66-5722 Applied Material Practice 

 
This course offers students the opportunity to work with master artists to develop deep knowledge in the 
material aspects of artistic practice. The course positions materiality as an artistic, conceptual, and 
professional skill that engages students with the quickly evolving media landscape. Students gain valuable 
skills they then incorporate into their body of work, and maintain technical and conceptual flexibility with the 
new modes of making. 
 
1 Credits 

 

66-5800 Public Art 

 
Project-based course in which students use research, readings, and project creation to explore the meaning 



and varieties of art created in and for public places, especially concentrating on work that uses technology 
and/or interactivity. Student artists will work with both physical and virtual environments and will create a 
work of public art as the primary goal. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6101 Visual Art: Theory & Practice 

 
A concept-driven studio class, in which students learn a wide range of artmaking strategies (from 
photography to artists' books), in pursuit of original ideas, while gaining a comprehension of current trends in 
the visual arts. Required for MA's and recommended for MFA's who do not come from a visual arts 
background. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6102 Movement: Theory & Practice 

 
Movement: Theory & Practice concerns itself with human movement as an expressive medium through its 
relationship to space, time, and energy, and its commonalities with other disciplines. The student focuses on 
choreography, individually and in groups. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6103 Sound: Theory & Practice 

 
In this course, students are introduced to working with sound as a creative medium. Basic skills in recording 
and sound editing are encountered in a perspective of composition, contemporary musical and sound-art 
practice, and a larger view informed by both Western and world music. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6104 Word: Theory & Practice 

 
Word: Theory & Practice explores writing through a series of interrelated exercises that build the student's 
confidence in producing creative texts. The visual environment of language is related to other forms of 
image-making. This course is in sync with Drama: Theory & Practice; what the student writes in this course, 
gets performed in Drama: Theory & Practice. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6102 Movement: Theory & Practice and 66-6103 Sound: Theory & Practice  



 

66-6105 Drama: Theory & Practice 

 
Students create original performance works in this class, coming to an understanding of contemporary 
theatre and performance practices. Emphasis is placed on the realization of original writing, and how it can 
best be conveyed through the body and the use of theatrical environment. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6102 Movement: Theory & Practice and 66-6103 Sound: Theory & Practice  

 

66-6106 Hist. of Interdisciplinary Art 

 
The concept that the arts are not separate 'disciplines'but a unified field of endeavor is explored in this class. 
The major focus is on 20th century art practices that fostered collaboration and an approach to artmaking 
that transcends traditional disciplinary boundaries. Students select a particular time period on which to focus 
their research. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6701 Art As Discourse  

 

66-6107 Connected Images 

 
This is an interdisciplinary studio class, taught as a 5-day intensive workshop. Students engage with a 
specific topic, using this as the spring-board to the creation of either a concise body of work, or an 
interdisciplinary project. The class is required for MA's, as a culmination of their required studio classes; it is 
also recommended for MFA's interested in developing a focused project. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Permission of Instructor 

 

66-6108 Thesis I 

 
This course provides a structured, disciplined workshop situation in which students may begin the 
development of their final thesis projects as well as to expose students to contemporary artists and art 
making practices thereby providing a context and historical perspective in which the student may place 
themselves and their personal issues. This is meant to further understand the larger picture necessary for an 
ongoing commitment to art making practice after graduate school. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Permission of Instructor 



 

66-6112 Conceptual Strategies 

 
This course will introduce students to strategies for generating lines of inquiry in their work as well as 
identifying & nurturing strategies they already employ in their creative practices. This course will illuminate 
the notion that form is rooted in concept rather than a specific material or discipline. Students will explore the 
integration or research, collection, classification, mapping, intervention, collaboration, experiment, 
improvisation & play as well as thoughtful observation & reflection on these activities within the context of 
studio practice. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6115 Performance Aesthetics 

 
This studio course is open to students interested in collaborating on original, creative projects that integrate 
various technologies with contemporary performance aesthetics. Projects might include music videos, site 
specific performative installations, streaming media monologues, video journals,or web site operas. A 
background in performance is encouraged but not necessary. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6702 Art As Practice  

 

66-6118 Multiples 

 
Multiples are art objects produced in identical multiple copies. This class will encourage students to make a 
series of multiples collaboratively or individually as a way of investigating modern industrial production, 
global marketing and mass consumption. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6120 In & On the Page 

 
For too many printers and book artists, paper is simply a vehicle for holding ink. However, the relationship 
between paper and image making is actually a more complex and subtle interaction. Many printing 
processes (from inkjet to non-silver photo processes) are affected by paper chemistry, surface complexity, 
etc. Editioning with papermaking-specific techniques such as watermarking and pulp painting can result in 
completed artworks in and of themselves. This class will explore the relationships of paper, printing, and 
image development directly in the paper process utilizing both the paper studio and various printing facilities 
within the department. 
 
3 Credits 



 

66-6199 Independent Project 

 
Independent Project 
 
1-6 Credits 
Requirements Permission of Instructor 

 

66-6298 Thesis II 

 
This course focuses on the completion of the Thesis Project and the Thesis Book required of graduating 
MFA students. In this course, students develop and demonstrate knowledge, skills, and competencies in the 
following areas: exhibition of their work, organizing, researching, writing, documenting and assembling 
material in order to fulfill requirements for their thesis candidacy. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6108 Thesis I  

 

66-6300 Future of the Book 

 
This graduate seminar in the cultural history of the book: topics covered include literacy and reading 
practices, relations among publishers, authors, and readers, and media production technology. Students will 
produce a research project that connects their artistic practice to the history of the book. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6302 Visual Narratives 

 
Narrative is arguably the major artistic form of our culture. This course examines the history, theory, 
structure, and aesthetics of narrative. Emphasizing visual narratives - paintings, photographs, films, graphic 
novels, books, new media - the course explores the idea of narration and story, and the ways in which it 
both 'means'and functions. The goal of this course is to enable you to think about story in ways beyond what 
you currently do in your art practice. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6702 Art As Practice  

 

66-6403 Artists Books / Book Arts 



 
Daring to go where few books have gone before, this class we will explore the creative application of 
traditional and non-traditional materials to the book format, as well as sculptural aspects of artist books. Also 
covered: Altered books and wearable books. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6420 Visual Environments 

 
Visual Environments is a studio course dealing with installation; including site-specific works and an intense 
examination of intention versus reception, and personal process. The class culminates in an exhibition of 
individual installation works. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6421 Text 

 
In this course students develop original writing in a variety of forms. An emphasis is placed on writing for 
specific applications (book, performance, media, etc.) and the visual representation of text is taken into 
consideration. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6424 History of Typography 

 
This class examines the historical development and transitions of typography from Guttenberg to the present 
day. Important practitioners, innovations and concepts as well as cultural significance and influence will be 
discussed. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6427 Print Media 

 
This studio course offers instruction in print as an image-making discipline, as well as a mode of publication. 
Students will learn photopolymer plate production, use page layout software, investigate digital typography, 
and perform experiments in offset lithography, intaglio printing, digital printing, and relief printmaking. Some 
experience with letterpress printing is highly desirable. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6460 Print  



 

66-6441 Reading the Artist Book 

 
Artists' books are a unique genre in art, a diverse zone of artistic activity. This class focuses on artists and 
movements of the 20th century, particularly the rise of the artist's book movement, examining current trends 
and future possibilities. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6446 History of Paper 

 
This course examines the contributions of papermaking to historical records, artmaking, environmental 
activism, and community empowerment. The rise of collaborative studios and the American fine craft 
movement will shape a broader discussion on paper as an art medium. Students will investigate the 
relationship between paper and their own practice. A broader definition for papermaking including the works 
on paper genre will widen the discourse. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6701 Art As Discourse  

 

66-6455 Graduate Teaching Seminar 

 
This course will introduce the fundamentals for artists interested in teaching, in higher education and other 
venues. Students will have the opportunity work with a faculty member in an undergraduate classroom 
environment. Syllabus-writing, time management, and important theoretical and practical aspects of learning 
and teaching will be covered.Seminars will range from the practical concerns of constructing and conducting 
a class, to theoretical, thought-provoking issues centered on both teaching and learning. 
 
3 Credits 
Requirements Permission of Instructor 

 

66-6460 Print 

 
This class will qualify graduate students in the basic techniques, materials, processes and concept used in 
the Print Studio. Technique will be taught as a method of investigation, a material exploration of ideas. 
Projects will focus on using letterpress printing to create visual expressions of language as well as 
investigating various technical and conceptual aspects of printing pictures. 
 
2 Credits 

 



66-6462 Paper 

 
This course will qualify graduate students in the basic techniques, materials, processes, and concepts used 
in the Papermaking Studio. Techniques will be taught as a method of investigation, a material exploration of 
ideas. Projects will focus on papermaking as a skill for carrying other information (such as printmaking) as 
well as a self-contained form of expression, through color, texture, images, etc. 
 
2 Credits 

 

66-6464 Bookbinding 

 
This course will qualify graduate students in the basic techniques, materials, processes, and concepts used 
in the Bookbinding. Techniques will be taught as a method of investigation, a material exploration of ideas. 
Projects will focus on acquiring basic skills, a competency on bindery equipment, knowledge of both archival 
concerns and experimental forms, while stressing the adaptation of structure to content. 
 
2 Credits 

 

66-6503 Interactive Media 

 
This course investigates interactivity and the processes by which artists construct experiences and spaces 
for the viewer. The role of the viewer in producing or completing the artwork is the central issue. Questions 
of research methodology, identity and authenticity are investigated. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6504 Space & Place 

 
This course investigates the integration of media elements into physical, sculptural, and environmental 
artworks. Audience issues in gallery venues as well as site specific installation and public media artworks 
are explored. Topics include special planning processes, prototype and model development, negotiating 
skills, and legal issues specific to installation. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6701 Art As Discourse  

 

66-6505 Media Performance 

 
This course explores the role of both the performer and the audience in traditional and interactive work and 



investigates activated media sets, props, and virtual performers. Traditional concerns are linked and expand 
into the performative potential pf electronic media presentation modes. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6506 21st Century Aesthetics 

 
This seminar class examines the history and theory underlying new directions in the arts. Now that the 20th 
Century is officially over, the new forms it evolved (installation, performance, etc.) have become the 
foundation for new approaches to defining art in the age of mediation. Concepts such as interactivity, the 
mash-up, game theory, robotics, etc. all contribute to and examination of where art may be headed in the 
next decades. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6511 Sound As Art Material 

 
This course introduces sound as a vital material for producing art in physical & virtual space, and as an 
element in many forms of digital media productions. Students investigate the changing roles of author & 
audience in producing & participating in works of experimental sound art. The course explores new genres 
such as networked performance, locative media, interactive music systems, sound sculpture, audio 
hyperscapes & audio webcasting. Technical workshops provide all the skills necessary to produce individual 
sound artworks. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6520 Movement/Video 

 
Students will explore the movement and choreography of both the camera and the artist within specific sites 
or locations.  Fundamental techniques in conceptualizing, planning the production, and editing of the 
resulting video presentations will be demonstrated.  The coursework will lead students through a view of 
contemporary video and digital media works by artists working in this modality. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6535 ePortfolio for Artists 

 
This course will teach students to represent their work most effectively on the internet using appropriate 
media combinations. Documentation and portfolio sites become works of their own as they reconstruct and 
annotate pieces in other media such as perfmormances and installations. This class is for intermediate to 



advanced students in any media. Previous web design and construction experience is not required. 
Experienced web designers can take their work to the next level, incorporating animation, interactivity and 
multiple media. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6622 Sculptural Paper 

 
Papermaking has sophisticated artistic applications for many media including sculpture, photography, 
drawing and installation. This course is the semester-long experience combining technical skills with 
individual project development in hand papermaking. In the first part of the class, studio time is dedicated to 
technical considerations in paper including the use of the laser cutter and Epson printer for paper art works, 
alternatives to the traditional mould and deckle, Asian papermaking techniques, plaster mold making, and 
pulp inclusions and experiments. During the second portion of the class, students develop directed projects 
employing these new skills through individual meetings with the instructor, and group critique. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6701 Art As Discourse 

 
This course will explore the relationship between modernism, post-modernism & current theory using art, 
literature, performance, film/video, and audio, providing students wil a historical & theoretical context for their 
work. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6702 Art As Practice 

 
In Art as Practice, students learn the skills needed to function as a practicing artist in the contemporary art 
world. Students will integrate the necessary tools allowing them to sustain a lifelong practice in art, from 
sound research practices, to honed writing skills and presentation methodologies. The class emphasizes the 
planning process and working in collaboration with peers to enhance career success. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6701 Art As Discourse  

 

66-6703 Autobiographical Art 

 
This class will study autobiographical works - films, videos, installation, performance, and digital pieces - and 
their relationship to culture, history, memory, gender, the body and family. We will also consider the weight 



of formal elements - text, image, sound design, narrative & structure - in conveying the autobiographical 
message. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6705 History of New Media 

 
New media cannot be understood through technological particulars alone, it must be understood through its 
historical relation to other disciplines such as film, cultural studies, and media studies, computer science, 
philosophy and image sciences. This course looks at a number of theorists who interrogate 'new media'. 
Hypertext, the Internet, the open source movement, interactivity, and digital video are some of the topics 
investigated against a backdrop of automation, neural networks and scientific visualization. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6701 Art As Discourse  

 

66-6706 The Body 

 
This course investigates body-related representations that go beyond the concerns of video and 
performance art practices of the '80's, while acknowledging their legacy. A transhumanist lens is used to 
question our persistent fascination with the human body. Students explore issues at stake today that 
destabilize accepted boundaries between the natural and the artificial, and pose new questions about what it 
means to be human. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6707 Directed Graduate Projects 

 
This course provides students the opportunity to participate in individual discussions and critique with full-
time MFA faculty. Particular emphasis will be on individualized production. Students will either refine a 
particular project or their ongoing body of work. Independent work by students, and individual meetings with 
instructors, form the essence of the class. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6701 Art As Discourse  

 

66-6709 Art and Science Collaboration 

 
Collaborations between artists and scientists can generate new forms of inquiry and produce results that 
benefit multiple fields. This course will examine the rich history of art/science relationships and new art forms 



emerging from partnerships with scientific disciplines including ecology, biology, sociology, economics, and 
engineering. Students will investigate challenges related to how modern institutions distance the humanities 
and sciences and strategize how to meaningfully engage with scientists in this context. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 66-6701 Art As Discourse  

 

66-6714 Visual Art Workshop 

 
This studio course focuses on offering instruction in specific visual art techniques. Students will develop 
more advanced skills for making substantial improvements for their projects. This course may be taught by 
visiting artists. 
 
1-6 Credits 

 

66-6727 Mentorship 

 
The mentorship experience is designed to perfect the student's craft in a particular medium through an 
intensive, hands-on experience with an acknowledged expert.  A mentorship is a collaboration among the 
student, the student's advisor, and the mentoring environment's point person. 
 
1-6 Credits 
Requirements Permission of Instructor 

 

66-6742 Image, Time and Motion 

 
In this course students will expand their conceptual and technical skills in image editing by applying 2D 
animation techniques to create the illusion of motion. Advanced strategies for sequencing real and artificial 
images will be addressed. Students will design and simulate three-dimensional space, which may be used to 
prototype sculptures, simulate performance space, or produce artwork for Internet distribution. This course 
stresses conceptual strategies and skills, intended to support individualized exploratory art-making 
processes and practices. 
 
3 Credits 

 

66-6744 Performing in Artificial Space 

 
This intensive course will expand students' capabilities of performing with media. Students should come to 
class with concepts of performance in artificial space that they would like to explore with the understanding 
that all works will require collaboration. In this course, students will develop and stage a live performance 



that may include virtual environments, wireless cameras, webcams, surveillance cameras, networked 
performance, virtual sets, and artificial spaces via chroma-key techniques, multi-screen projection and live 
sound reinforcement. 
 
2 Credits 

 

66-6750 Code/Language 

 
This course introduces the use of coding and programming languages for creative outcomes to artists. The 
class will build a software drawing 'machine' together. This software drawing machine will have components 
constructed in several different programming languages - and these components will communicate with one 
another. This strategy will highlight the notion that coding itself is the core (portable) competency. Readings 
and discussions examine the conceptual and aesthetic impact of code within the context of an 
interdisciplinary art practice. 
 
2 Credits 

 

66-6752 Excavating the Image 

 
The proliferation of digital image capture technologies has complicated the notion of the camera. This 
course examines CCD/CMOS and related image capture technologies as the site for creative inquiry and 
investigation; it emphasizes the artist's role as the organizer of optics that collect and focus light to form 
images that may be digitally captured or sampled. Image editing and output technologies will be discussed. 
Readings will introduce prominent theorists and concepts critical for integrating images within an 
interdisciplinary art practice. 
 
2 Credits 

 

66-6754 Shaping Solid Light 

 
This course explores the conceptual and technical use of light as projection, as image, and as source of 
illumination within the context of creating artificial spaces in installation and performance. This is a hands-on 
course in which students will use an expansive array of image projection, data display, and software 
controlled lighting technologies. Readings, discussions, and demonstrations in this course are organized to 
challenge the conceptual and technical assumptions about the materiality of the ephemeral image. 
 
2 Credits 

 

66-6756 Silence/Sonorous Objects 



 
This course introduces audio fundamentals focusing on collection and excavation of sound from the natural 
world, the body, and seemingly inert objects and physical materials. Topics include digital audio 
fundamentals (e.g. sample frequency, sample size), audio editing, field recording, microphones, contact 
microphones, electronics skills for contact microphone construction, and sampling / synthesis / sequencing. 
Readings and screenings will introduce prominent sound artists, artworks, theorists, and relevant concepts 
critical for contextualizing the use of sound within interdisciplinary art practice. 
 
2 Credits 

 

70-3100 Arts in Health 

 
The first in a sequence of two courses, this course explores the arts in healthcare movement as part of the 
integrative health model in American society. Students will learn theory and its application, professional 
development skills, and a variety of project options for diverse artistic media. Attention will be given to 
understanding healthcare policies specific to employees in this environment. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-4800 Performance as Therapy and 70-4810 Introduction to Creative Arts 
Therapies and 70-4830 Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy or 70-4800J Performance as Therapy and 
70-4810 Introduction to Creative Arts Therapies and 70-4830 Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy or 70-
4800 Performance as Therapy and 70-4810J Introduction to Creative Arts Therapies and 70-4830 
Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy  

 

70-3110 Arts in Health Practicum 

 
This practicum, immediately following 70-3100, Arts in Health, is the capstone course for the Arts in 
Healthcare Minor. Students will gain experience in developing and implementing artistic projects within a 
healthcare setting. They will work within the system and abide by its unique policies to insure safety and 
best practice. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-3100 Arts in Health 

 

70-4100 Introduction to Laban Movement Analysis 

 
This course provides a broad overview of Rudolf Laban's taxonomy of human movement and Irmgard 
Bartenieff's Fundamentals of Movement. Through didactic and experiential learning, students explore the 
core concepts in Laban Movement Analysis: Body, Effort, Space, and Shape. 
 
1 Credits 

 



70-4800 Performance as Therapy 

 
Performance involves preparation through engagement on many levels, intrapersonally and interpersonally. 
It includes being immersed in the creative process, feedback on the emerging creation, and its integration. 
While there is an ongoing reflective dialogue between the process and the product, it also involves intense 
decision making and community building. Performance and rehearsals will be explored for therapeutic 
impact and value. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-4800J Performance as Therapy 

 
Performance involves preparation through engagement on many levels, intrapersonally and interpersonally. 
It includes being immersed in the creative process, feedback on the emerging creation, and its integration. 
While there is an ongoing reflective dialogue between the process and the product, it also involves intense 
decision making and community building. Performance and rehearsals will be explored for therapeutic 
impact and value. 
 
1 Credits 
Requirements 30 Earned Credit Hours 

 

70-4810 Introduction to Creative Arts Therapies 

 
This course allows students to experience a sampling of the creative arts therapies as a means of assisting 
them in recognizing the scope of practice along the continuum of arts and therapy in healthcare. In addition, 
this course invites students to examine their own creative process through the lens of a theoretical model. 
Guest lecturers present on their field of creative arts specialty, including art, music, dance, and drama. 
Emphasis is placed on the creative process and the students' experience with it. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-4810J Introduction to Creative Arts Therapies 

 
This course allows students to experience a sampling of the creative arts therapies as a means of assisting 
them in recognizing the scope of practice along the continuum of arts and therapy in healthcare. In addition, 
this course invites students to examine their own creative process through the lens of a theoretical model. 
Guest lecturers present on their field of creative arts specialty, including art, music, dance, and drama. 
Emphasis is placed on the creative process and the students' experience with it. 
 
1 Credits 
Requirements 30 Earned Credit Hours 

 



70-4830 Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy 

 
This course introduces students to the theory and application of expressive arts therapy. According to the 
International Expressive Arts Therapy Association, the expressive arts combine the visual arts, movement, 
drama, music, writing and other creative processes to foster deep personal growth and community 
development. The students will safely experience the creative process across expressive media. 
 
1 Credits 
Requirements 30 Earned Credit Hours 

 

70-4840 Special Topics: 

 
This course will focus on specific topics, themes, and ideas that might not be included in the permanent 
course offering or will concentrate on new and experimental approaches to issues in professional practices. 
 
1 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements 30 Earned Credit Hours 

 

70-5100 Introduction to Laban Movement Analysis 

 
This course provides a broad overview of Rudolf Laban's taxonomy of human movement and Irmgard 
Bartenieff's Fundamentals of Movement. Through didactic and experiential learning, students explore the 
core concepts in Laban Movement Analysis: Body, Effort, Space, and Shape. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-5800 Performance as Therapy 

 
Performance involves preparation through engagement on many levels, intrapersonally and interpersonally. 
It includes being immersed in the creative process, feedback on the emerging creation, and its integration. 
While there is an ongoing reflective dialogue between the process and the product, it also involves intense 
decision making and community building. Performance and rehearsals will be explored for therapeutic 
impact and value. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-5800J Performance as Therapy 

 
Performance involves preparation through engagement on many levels, intrapersonally and interpersonally. 



It includes being immersed in the creative process, feedback on the emerging creation, and its integration. 
While there is an ongoing reflective dialogue between the process and the product, it also involves intense 
decision making and community building. Performance and rehearsals will be explored for therapeutic 
impact and value. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-5810 Introduction to Creative Arts Therapies 

 
This course allows students to experience a sampling of the creative arts therapies as a means of assisting 
them in recognizing the scope of practice along the continuum of arts and therapy in healthcare. In addition, 
this course invites students to examine their own creative process through the lens of a theoretical model. 
Guest lecturers present on their field of creative arts specialty, including art, music, dance, and drama. 
Emphasis is placed on the creative process and the students' experience with it. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-5810J Introduction to Creative Arts Therapies 

 
This course allows students to experience a sampling of the creative arts therapies as a means of assisting 
them in recognizing the scope of practice along the continuum of arts and therapy in healthcare. In addition, 
this course invites students to examine their own creative process through the lens of a theoretical model. 
Guest lecturers present on their field of creative arts specialty, including art, music, dance, and drama. 
Emphasis is placed on the creative process and the students' experience with it. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-5830 Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy 

 
This course introduces students to the theory and application of expressive arts therapy. According to the 
International Expressive Arts Therapy Association, the expressive arts combine the visual arts, movement, 
drama, music, writing and other creative processes to foster deep personal growth and community 
development. The students will safely experience the creative process across expressive media. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-5840 Special Topics: 

 
This course will focus on specific topics, themes, and ideas that might not be included in the permanent 
course offering or will concentrate on new and experimental approaches to issues in professional practices. 



 
1 Credits 

 

70-6110 Dance/Movement Therapy Theory I 

 
This course lays the basic foundation of becoming a dance/movement therapist through understanding the 
principles, methods, and techniques of the early pioneers of dance/movement Therapy. A historical overview 
of dance and psychology encompasses the bridge between aesthetic and scientific practices. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6135 Social and Cultural Foundations  

 

70-6115 Dance/Movement Therapy Theory II 

 
This course emphasizes the practice of dance/movement therapy. Students will create and apply DMT 
techniques for a variety of contexts incorporating knowledge of human development, DMT methodologies 
and the unique needs of special populations. Students have the opportunity to investigate an area of 
specialty in the field through community site visitation that will prepare them for their three semesters of 
clinical placement. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6110 Dance/Movement Therapy Theory I and 70-6315 Observation & Assessment of 
Movement I  

 

70-6120 Clinical Appraisal and Treatment Planning 

 
This integrative course emphasizes treatment planning as informed by nomothetic and idiographic 
assessment including movement observation, assessment, and analysis. Best practices in clinical and 
creative interventions are examined through the application of psychological paradigms and creative arts 
therapies' methodologies to most effectively treat disorders within the DSM-5. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6115 Dance/Movement Therapy Theory II  

 

70-6125 Addictions Counseling 

 
The etiology, assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of addictions will be explored through bio-psycho-social 
models of theory and practice ranging from the 12-step model to harm reduction, with emphasis given to the 
transtheoretical approach of Motivational Interviewing. Community learning through attendance at 
community support groups is essential for the completion of course requirements. 



 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6120 Clinical Appraisal and Treatment Planning  

 

70-6126 Family Counseling 

 
Students will survey various frameworks from the field of couples and family counseling which focus on 
facilitating change in relational patterns. Emphasis will also be placed on at risk families and the challenges 
and issues they face. Effective treatment planning requires understanding the impact of environmental, 
social, economic and cultural factors on therapeutic processes for families. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6120 Clinical Appraisal and Treatment Planning  

 

70-6135 Social and Cultural Foundations 

 
This course will introduce the social and cultural foundations of the arts in healing and how this has 
influenced current understanding of the creative arts therapies and counseling. The course focuses on the 
creative exploration of each of the student's cultural world views, influenced by beliefs about health, illness, 
and healing. The impact of power, prejudice and oppression on the provision of mental health services to 
diverse populations will also be examined. Participation in community-based cultural events will be central to 
the learning experience. 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6210 Human Development 

 
This class focuses on stages of development and developmental tasks in the life cycle spanning the prenatal 
period to our elder years and death. We examine the life cycle from various perspectives, including physical, 
cognitive, emotional, and social. Discussion also focuses on how we construct ideas of normal and 
pathological development. Throughout the course, attention is paid to how the neurobiological, 
environmental, and cultural factors of human development influence creativity . 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6215 Psychopathology 

 
This course addresses individual mental functioning in health and disease from a variety of perspectives: 
biological, developmental, cultural, and interactional. Students learn to recognize and describe the signs and 
symptoms of mental illness on clinical examination in order to formulate a diagnosis consistent with the 



DSM-5 criteria with an understanding of the dynamic etiological and contextual perspectives. 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6220 Theories & Principles of Counseling 

 
This course provides an introduction to counseling theories and principles, exploring culturally informed 
traditional and contemporary approaches. Students will be required to understand the relationship of 
counseling principles to the psychological theory from which they are derived. Microskills will be introduced. 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6225 Methods of Group Therapy 

 
This course provides students with a foundational understanding of group theory and practice. It examines 
concepts such as the stages of group development, group member roles, the therapist's role, and leadership 
styles as well as the types of groups and their differing group goals, objectives, and techniques. As part of 
the course, students facilitate their own group alternating as leaders and observers. 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6230 Clinical Techniques of Counseling 

 
Techniques in clinical counseling will be introduced and Microskills utilized in all counseling modalities will 
be further developed. Major treatment modalities, best practice recommendations, and effective intervention 
strategies will be addressed. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6220 Theories & Principles of Counseling  

 

70-6310 Intro to the Body/Mind: Experience in Movement 

 
This course will provide an understanding for the development of a relationship to our body, mind and 
spiritual connection and how this connection can provide tools for understanding the intersubjective 
therapeutic process. The course will also explore the seeds for the development of a personal creative 
process for self-reflection. Anatomical/kinesiological methodologies, neurobiological and creative theory will 
be addressed and studied experientially. 
 
2 Credits 

 



70-6315 Observation & Assessment of Movement I 

 
Students will learn and develop skills for observing, documenting, describing, and assessing human 
movement behavior grounded in applied Laban-based studies. Students will learn foundational theory, 
principles, vocabulary, and philosophy of Laban Movement Analysis through kinesthetic, written, and verbal 
experience within the Body and Effort portions of the taxonomy. 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6318 Bartenieff Fundamentals 

 
This course focuses on functionality in movement; including physical work with the system of body re-
education. Fundamentals, developed by Laban's student, Irmgard Bartenieff. Fundamentals integrates LMA 
with physical therapy to provide holistic approaches to functional issues, such as mobility, efficiency, and 
ease in motion. 
 
1 Credits 

 

70-6320 Observation and Assessment of Movement II 

 
As the second of two observation/assessment classes, students will build on their working knowledge of 
Body and Effort from Laban Movement Analysis (LMA) with the emphasis on Shape and Space. Training in 
Bartenieff Fundamentals will continue from the O & A I course. Through seeing, doing, and writing, students 
will utilize LMA as a foundation for clinical applications in dance/movement therapy. In addition students will 
examine foundational theory, principles and applications of the Kestenberg Movement Profile (KMP) and 
have the opportunity to discuss and apply their Laban-based skills in movement labs as well as in an 
application project. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6135 Social and Cultural Foundations  

 

70-6410 Research Methods 

 
This course is the first in a three course series designed to prepare the student as a researcher and 
consumer of research in the fields of counseling and creative arts therapies. The course will provide a basic 
overview of research methodologies that utilize qualitative and quantitative data followed by an exploration 
of research methods in ethical and legal contexts appropriate to counseling and creative arts therapies. 
 
3 Credits 

 



70-6414 Literature Review Seminar 

 
This course continues the four course research requirement beginning with Research Methods and 
concluding with Graduate Thesis Credit. Students will develop their research topic with the goal of 
completing their literature reviews and research questions. The seminar will provide consultation and 
assistance, as well as offer group support and structure. 
 
1 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6410 Research Methods  

 

70-6415 Thesis Seminar 

 
This course continues the three course research requirement begun with Research Methods and concluding 
with Graduate Thesis Credit. Students will develop their thesis project with the goal of completing their 
Departmental Thesis Committee (DTC) and Internal Review Board (IRB) thesis proposals. The seminar will 
provide consultation and assistance as well as offer group support and structure. 
 
1 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6414 Literature Review Seminar  

 

70-6420 Graduate Thesis 

 
Conducting the proposed thesis plan, writing, revising, and completing the final thesis project will occur 
under the guidance of the Individual Thesis Committee made up of the thesis advisor, outside reader, and 
research coordinator. 
 
1-6 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6415 Thesis Seminar  

 

70-6499 Independent Project: DCAT 

 
No description available. 
 
1-6 Credits 

 

70-6515 Professional, Legal & Ethical Responsibilities through Fieldwork 

 
Professional orientation includes the following content: federal and Illinois laws relevant to counselors 
including HIPPA regulations, ethics with an emphasis on the American Counseling Code of Ethics as well as 



the Code of Ethics specific to the practice of creative arts therapies, diverse organizational systems, 
administrative policies and procedures, roles and professional relationships, patient populations, daily 
routine, beginning documentation, beginning group facilitation, and the practice of counseling and the 
creative arts therapies within the clinical setting and the broader context of society. 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6589 Internship I/Clinical Supervision 

 
Internship I/Clinical Supervision is the first of 700 hours of on-site clinical placement as required by the 
American Dance Therapy Association. Students are supervised by academic BC-DMTs and site supervisors 
at placements in mental health agencies, schools, hospitals, correctional facilities, and other institutions and 
function as counselor-dance/movement therapists. Internship I, with 350 hours, emphasizes treatment 
planning and goal setting as related to observation and assessment. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6515 Professional, Legal & Ethical Responsibilities through Fieldwork  

 

70-6590 Internship II/Clinical Supervision 

 
This course is a continuation of Internship I with emphasis on the interrelationship of observation, 
assessment, treatment planning, and intervention skills in clinical practice. Students will work on their oral 
presentation skills, as well as written communication of the therapeutic experience. The therapeutic 
termination process is addressed in addition to the student's developing theoretical framework. This class 
requires the student to complete the remaining 350 of the 700 clinical hours required by the American Dance 
Therapy Association. The experience is documented by a completed clinical portfolio. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6589 Internship I/Clinical Supervision  

 

70-6600 Lifestyles and Career Development 

 
This course examines the creation of career patterns and the need for self-care in the workplace. The 
introduction of basic career counseling theories and community resources assists creative arts therapists 
with referral choices and resources. Students gain an understanding of professional development as related 
to licensing and credentialing. 
 
3 Credits 

 

70-6700 Graduate Laban Certificate in Movement Analysis I 



 
In this first of three courses, students develop an emerging understanding of Rudolph Laban's 
comprehensive conceptual framework for understanding movement. Students begin to examine the 
integration of Laban Movement Analysis (LMA) with Irmgard Bartenieff's Fundamentals (BF) of Movement 
theoretical model. Students apply LMA and BF concepts to the observation, recording, and assessment of 
movement. 
 
1-6 Credits 

 

70-6710 Graduate Laban Certificate in Movement Analysis II 

 
In this second course of study, students continue to develop a deeper understanding of Rudolph Laban's 
comprehensive conceptual framework for understanding movement. Students further examine the 
integration of Laban Movement Analysis (LMA) with Irmgard Bartenieff's Fundamentals (BF) of Movement 
theoretical model. Students expand the application of LMA and BF concepts to the observation, recording, 
and assessment of movement. 
 
1-6 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6700 Graduate Laban Certificate in Movement Analysis I  

 

70-6720 Graduate Laban Certificate in Movement Analysis III 

 
In this culminating course, students develop an integrated understanding of Rudolph Laban's 
comprehensive conceptual framework for understanding movement. Students master the integration of 
Laban Movement Analysis (LMA) with Irmgard Bartenieff's Fundamentals (BF) of Movement theoretical 
model. Emphasis is given to professional application of LMA and BF concepts. 
 
1-6 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6710 Graduate Laban Certificate in Movement Analysis II  

 

70-6730 Graduate Laban Certificate in Movement Analysis 4-Professional Issues 

 
Reading and discussion seminar examining the theory and practice of body/mind therapy, performing arts, 
and relevant applications of Laban-based movement studies. 
 
1-6 Credits 

 

70-6735 GLCMA 5 - Further Revisions 

 
1-2 Credits 



 

70-6900 Movement Pattern Analysis I 

 
This course lays the basic foundation of becoming a Movement Pattern Analysis practitioner. Students 
practice advance movement observation and analysis, explore interviewing techniques, learn to construct 
and interpret individual profiles, conduct counseling sessions under supervision, and write reports. 
 
3 Credits 
 PREREQUISITE: 70-5100 Introduction to Laban Movement Analysis  

 

70-6905 MPA Profile 

 
A Movement Pattern Analysis Profile (MPA)provides an individual with insight into one's decision-making 
process as correlated to their intrinsic movement behavior. This course is designed to 1) provide students 
with their own individual profiles created by the instructor, and 2) begin the orientation process to the overall 
framework of Movement Pattern Analysis as it relates to their unique profiles. Students will engage one-on-
one with the instructor for a two hour interview during which the instructor notates the student's movement 
for the purposes of constructing the Movement Profile, and for a one hour feedback session during which 
the instructor provides the Profile Report and all explanation of the Profile and its applications. Other 
students in the class are actively observing both the interviews and the feedback sessions. 
 
1 Credits 
PREREQUISITES:  70-6900 Movement Pattern Analysis I  
Requirements Permission of Instructor 

 

70-6920 Movement Pattern Analysis II 

 
This course continues development of skills needed to make and apply individual Movement Pattern 
Analysis profiles. In addition, team analysis skills are introduced in the context of providing guidance to co-
workers and professional or personal partners regarding their individual and composite decision-making 
styles according to the Movement Pattern analysis framework. Students learn to construct and interpret a 
profile of a dyad team, conduct a pair feedback session, and write a team report. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6900 Movement Pattern Analysis I  

 

70-6930 Team Building Practicum 

 
This capstone course in Movement Pattern Analysis includes a theoretical orientation to team building and 
its application to practice. Pairs of students will complete a team-building project in the community, applying 
the principles of Movement Pattern Analysis. 



 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 70-6920 Movement Pattern Analysis II  

 

74-3101 The Sonic Experience 

 
This course is designed for students interested in or already engaged in interdisciplinary coursework in 
music, audio arts, computer programming and interactivity. The Sonic Experience will provide a unifying 
framework of contexts, theories, and applications to enhance students' understanding of and competencies 
in these allied Music Technology fields. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements 45 Credit Hours Complete 

 

75-1100 Radical Publishing Immersion 

 
The Radical Publishing Immersion course is the introductory class for the Radical Publishing degree. 
Students are introduced to the techniques and methods of observing and analyzing Radical Publishing 
projects and problems. In groups and as individuals, students will use a variety of strategies to record and 
respond to traditional and digital publishing case studies. 
 
3 Credits 

 

75-3000 Documentary Arts Laboratory 

 
An interdisciplinary, capstone documentary laboratory that exposes students to service learning and 
prepares them for today's cross-disciplinary workplace. A team of students, chosen by interview from the 
departments of Film & Video, Interactive Arts & Media, Journalism, Marketing Communication, Radio, and 
Television, will collaborate in a single, multifaceted Web-based project, grounded in a significant social 
issue, to include such elements as a narrative overview; documentary products from the varied disciplines 
and perspectives; games and other interactive teaching tools; learning guides; links; and other outreach. 
 
4 Credits 
Requirements Permission of Instructor 

 

75-3001 Transmedia Analysis: Games, Film and Television 

 
Modern storytelling is not constrained to one medium. This course provides students with an opportunity to 
learn about the ways in which core narrative properties can be adapted to various media, specifically 
narrative games, television, and film. Through selected case studies, students will analyze the ways in which 



core narrative properties are defined, adapted, and transformed across media. This class is a prerequisite 
for the Semester in LA/Transmedia Production: Games, Film, and Television course. 
 
3 Credits 
PREREQUISITES: 36-2800 Story Development for Interactive Media or 24-2710 Screenwriting II: The 
Feature Film or 40-3202 Writing for Television 

 

75-3003AL Transmedia Development: Film 

 
This interdepartmental Semester in L.A. course brings students from various backgrounds together to 
develop their IP Bibles into a feature film project. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 

 

75-3003BL Transmedia Development: Television 

 
This interdepartmental Semester in L.A. course brings students from various backgrounds together to 
develop their IP Bibles into material for a television series. Each student will develop the various 
components of a series bible. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 

 

75-3003CL Transmedia Development: Game 

 
This interdepartmental Semester in L.A. course brings students from various backgrounds together to 
develop their IP Bibles into material for the game industry. Each student will develop one piece of material, 
such as a short game or game sequence that incorporates at least one extensive dialogue tree and 
substantive narrative content. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Accept in Sem in LA Prog 

 

75-3003DL Developing the Transmedia Bible 

 
This Semester in L.A. course offering from the school of Media Arts will bring students from various 
programs together to create original or adapted material for film, television, and the gaming industries. Each 
student will develop an Intellectual Property (IP) Bible for an original concept or previously undeveloped 
intellectual property, with the intention to create plat-form appropriate materials for film, a television series, 
and a game. Students from Film & Video, Television, and Interactive Arts and Media will be encouraged to 
apply, but the class is open to other qualified students as well. 



 
3 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements Accept in Sem in LA Prog 

 

75-3100 Radical Publishing Charette 

 
This course will focus on practicum: cross-disciplinary teams will form to address a number of problems and 
projects using Radical Publishing methodologies. They will form solutions that include practice, production 
and distribution. Course is co-taught by two faculty who provide the problems, and facilitate the teams. 
Repeatability will allow returning students to take greater responsibility and in team hierarchies as well as 
determination of some class projects. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 75-1100 Radical Publishing Immersion 

 

75-3101 The Sonic Experience 

 
This course is designed for students interested in or already engaged in interdisciplinary coursework in 
music, audio arts, computer programming and interactivity. The Sonic Experience will provide a unifying 
framework of contexts, theories, and applications to enhance students' understanding of and competencies 
in these allied Music Technology fields. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
Requirements 45 Credit Hours Complete and Permission of Instructor 

 

75-4100 Radical Publishing Capstone 

 
The Radical Publishing Capstone will facilitate the creation of a major, final, professional publishing project 
using the techniques and strategies of Radical Publishing. Students will generate an idea through research, 
conception and analysis, and work with faculty to create an action plan. The publishing project or product will 
be realized using real-world outside resources, personnel and skills. Practice, production and distribution will 
be achieved. Capstone students will be prepared to be forward-thinking entrepreneurs, engaged artists, and 
radical publishers. 
 
3 Credits Repeatable 
PREREQUISITES: 75-1100 Radical Publishing Immersion and 75-3100 Radical Publishing Charette 

 

75-6000 Documentary Arts Laboratory 

 
An interdisciplinary, capstone documentary laboratory that exposes students to service learning and 



prepares them for today's cross-disciplinary workplace. A team of students, chosen by interview from the 
departments of Film & Video, Interactive Arts & Media, Journalism, Marketing Communication, Radio, and 
Television, will collaborate in a single, multifaceted Web-based project, grounded in a significant social 
issue, to include such elements as a narrative overview; documentary products from the varied disciplines 
and perspectives; games and other interactive teaching tools; learning guides; links; and other outreach. 
 
3 Credits 

Majors & Programs 
Columbia’s curriculum provides educational opportunities in the arts, communication, and public information 
fields within the context of a liberal arts education. Course offerings in major subject areas combine 
conceptual study with practical application, resulting in realistic career preparation. 
 
To balance their professional education, undergraduate students take a range of courses selected from the 
LAS Core Curriculum. Students select courses in social sciences, humanities, languages, English, science, 
mathematics, and history. These courses play an essential role for students in the arts and media by 
integrating their technical expertise with a broader spectrum of knowledge reflected in the cultural history of 
societies and by providing a basis for life-long learning. 
 
Undergraduate students may elect to chart a fully individualized interdisciplinary course of study that is not 
among those offered as a major at Columbia. An interdisciplinary major provides a formally recognized and 
well-advised program that meets student-defined career and academic goals within a selection of courses 
from the Liberal Arts and Science Core and major-granting departments or programs. For more information, 
contact the College Advising Center. 

Bachelor of Arts 

Acting, BA 

The Bachelor of Arts in Acting teaches students advanced performance technique and acting practice to 
prepare them to compete for work after graduation. 
 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate competence in the performance techniques necessary to fully inhabit any role in 
which they are cast. 

• Select, prepare, and present representative and varied scenes and monologues from a range of 
sources in a variety of media including on-camera and voice over. 

• Manifest an awareness of and the ability to effectively utilize the body and voice as the actor's 
instruments of communication. 

• Utilize and integrate theory and process in the creation of character. 
• Exhibit the ability to analyze text as it relates to performance. 
• Integrate the techniques and skills developed through participation in theatre exercises, games, 

and improvisations to the preparation of scripted scenes. 
• Assemble, rehearse, and perform a suitable personal audition package. 



 
An integrated immersion course, Theatre Foundation, is required of all students entering the Theatre 
Department as freshmen. This class will develop students' kinesthetic awareness, observational skills and 
ability to respond to their experience of the world in written, visual, vocal and physical form, and lay the 
groundwork for their continuing work in the program as creative practitioners. There are a myriad of 
opportunities to collaborate as performers with the Film and Television Departments as well as study abroad 
prospects with a large cohort of superb theatre programs including Rose Bruford College of Theatre and 
Performance, the Dublin Institute of Technology and LISPA (London International School of Performing 
Arts). Acting students are expected to perform in a minimum of one departmental production prior to 
graduation. The recommendation is that they will do much more. We also encourage students to take 
advantage of the specialized classes we offer to enhance their artistry and marketability upon graduation, 
such as 31-3975LJ An Actor's Guide to Hollywood, 31-3900 Professional Survival and How to Audition, and 
31-3925 Audition Workshop, as well as a multitude of varied Internship opportunities. One of the strengths of 
the Acting B.A. degree is the ability to elect a minor in a course of study which will better position the student 
in all aspects of their career. The Department also provides acting students in their senior year the 
opportunity to audition for Senior Showcase, a platform for entry into the professional theatre community. 
Students completing the Acting B.A. should be well prepared to audition for graduate schools, if they should 
choose. 

  

Degree Requirements |4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Advanced Management, BA 

The BA in Advanced Management gives students the opportunity to deepen their quantitative and qualitative 
abilities, expand their business intelligence, and sharpen their strategic planning competencies so that they 
can pursue careers in a range of creative organizations such as music venues, pop-up art galleries, or the 
business affairs unit of an international media company. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful Advanced Management graduates should be able to: 

• Understand the fundamentals of managing creative organizations and professionals. 
• Apply critical thinking, problem solving, and communication skills to the entrepreneurial 

management of the creative sectors. 
• Analyze trends, opportunities, and challenges to compete successfully in a rapidly changing global 

environment. 
• Lead the next generation of creative ventures. 
• Launch self-sustaining creative careers. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 



  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Advanced Management. 

  

Degree Requirements |4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Advertising Art Direction, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Advertising Art Direction program seeks to educate students who will pursue career 
opportunities in advertising, preparing them to understand visual and verbal communications within the 
context of commerce and marketing. Students are trained in basic skills and aesthetics of advertising and 
marketing and introduced to the profession. The program familiarizes students with conceptual thinking, 
visual problem solving, creative strategic planning, and related skills. Through the course of study, students 
are exposed to broad perspectives and creative insights, as well as forms of advertising, including digital 
and mobile media, needed to participate in an evolving profession. Students may focus on advertising art 
direction in the context of a broader program of general studies, choosing to pursue a minor or a double 
major, if appropriate. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Describe, analyze, and interpret advertising art concepts within social, historical and theoretical 
contexts. 

• Develop, direct, interpret and express advertising art concepts and solutions in multiple media that 
respond to clients' advertising objectives and reflect marketing trends, consumer attitudes, and 
social changes. 

• Apply the appropriate knowledge, skills, materials, technical processes, research methods, and 
conceptual thinking to visual problem solving, creative strategic planning, copywriting, marketing 
analysis, and advertising photography. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have already earned a Bachelor's degree in another field, the Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Advertising Art Direction is available. 

  

Degree Requirements |4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Advertising, BA 



  

Advertising majors acquire a broad understanding of advertising and the hands-on applied learning needed 
to create effective advertising strategies and content, using the full suite of media options available to ad 
professionals today. Courses include: advertising strategy, copywriting, consumer insights, cross-platform 
media planning, 360 campaign creation, copywriter/art director teams, portfolio development, competition 
teamwork and student agency experiences with real clients. Ad majors have many opportunities to meet 
industry professionals at leading ad agencies and media firms, participate in high-profile ad competitions, 
and find industry internships and network throughout their academic careers. Advertising majors are 
encouraged to participate in our many industry partnerships, including: the International One Club Creative 
Boot Camp, our award-winning collegiate American Advertising Federation chapter and a winter break 
experiential learning class in New York City. 

  

Degree Requirements |4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Animation, BA 

  

The BA degree in Animation offers students several options and areas of study: hand drawn animation, 
computer animation, cinema visual effects, stop motion animation, alternative forms of animation (or a 
combination of any or all). It is designed for students who wish to continue on to graduate studies and to 
those with an interest in animation who may not choose this as a direct career choice. 

  

  

Computer Animation 

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Traditional Animation 

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Art and Materials Conservation, BA 

  

The BA program in Art and Materials Conservation was developed observing the American Institute for 
Conservation guidelines and offers students intense training in chemistry, materials science, studio art, and 
the humanities, as well as a year of study and hands-on practice at the Lorenzo de' Medici Italian 
International Institute in Florence, Italy. Upon completion of the program, students will be prepared for 



graduate study or for work in the field. They will have gained a solid foundation in the philosophy and ethics 
of art conservation and preservation. Further, students will have gained a deep understanding of the 
scientific basis of art and materials conservation. 

  

Degree Requirements |  4 Year Planning Tool |  

  

Art History, BA 

 
Art History provides skills in analyzing and interpreting art in relation to its historical and cultural contexts. 
Students learn how art acquires and conveys meaning by exploring the interactions among artists, objects, 
patrons, and society at large across a broad spectrum of media, cultures, and periods. Unlike art history 
programs at other colleges, the curriculum at Columbia College Chicago emphasizes fields of study outside 
the traditional canon of western art history. Our students specialize in one of four areas - modern and 
contemporary art, history of design, history of photography, and global art. These areas provide exciting 
perspectives on our visual and cultural environment and reflect the inclusive and interdisciplinary nature of 
art and art history today. 
 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Describe, analyze, and interpret artworks and other cultural objects. 
• Write well-constructed essays using the terms and critical concepts of art history and visual culture 

studies. 
• Practice effective research skills, including evaluating research sources, using electronic databases 

and primary source archives. 
• Create projects that engage with art history and visual culture through innovative formats that 

involve collaborative and interdisciplinary processes. 
• Write and present original scholarship that is appropriate for submission for publication or as a 

writing sample in applications to graduate programs, internships, fellowships, and jobs in the field. 
 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 
 
For students who have already earned a Bachelors degree in another field, the Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Art History is available. 
  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Arts Management, BA 

  

The BA in Arts Management aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills to pursue careers in 
creative sectors. Classes have a strong arts, entertainment, and media focus with entrepreneurial thinking 
and strategic leadership at their core. 



  

Elective courses in the Business and Entrepreneurship department give students the opportunity to earn 
college credits by managing several student-run businesses:  a record label, a talent agency, a music 
publishing company, an events planning agency, an online distribution platform, a gallery, a night club, and a 
marketing agency. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Students majoring in Arts Management study a core of management fundamentals. They have the option to 
choose a discipline-specific concentration of Film Business. Students may also receive a BA in Arts 
Management without choosing a concentration. 
 
Successful Arts Management graduates should be able to: 

• Understand the fundamentals of managing creative organizations and professionals. 
• Apply critical thinking, problem solving, and communication skills to the entrepreneurial 

management of the creative sectors. 
• Analyze trends, opportunities, and challenges to compete successfully in a rapidly changing global 

environment. 
• Lead the next generation of creative ventures. 
• Launch self-sustaining creative careers. 

 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 
 
For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Arts Management. 
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Concentrations 

  

Film Business 
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ASL-English Interpretation, BA 

  



Established in 1993, the American Sign Language Department at Columbia College Chicago offered the first 
Bachelor of Arts in Interpretation in the state of Illinois. The four-year major is designed for students who 
want to pursue careers as interpreters. The core curriculum provides a coherent plan of study through 
courses in American Sign Language, Deaf Culture, linguistics, the theories and skills involved in interpreting 
and transliterating, multicultural issues, and a two-semester interpreting and transliterating practicum, which 
includes interpreting fieldwork supervised by professional mentor interpreters. 

 
In order to be successful interpreters, students in the major at Columbia will need to acquire mastery of 
standard American English, fluency in American Sign Language, and familiarity with public speaking 
techniques, as well as sensitivity to multicultural issues and challenges in interpersonal communication. 
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Audio Design and Production, BA 

  

The goal of the Audio Design & Production Program is to prepare students for careers in music recording, 
audio post-production, audio for multi-media communications, sound design, and sound art. It provides core 
coursework that covers the science of audio, basic and advanced recording, editing, and processing 
techniques common to all audio production and post-production fields. Students then choose courses that 
focus on the specific techniques, technologies and aesthetics of the music industry and/or of sound as an 
independent art form, and become versed in a variety of set-ups, from large format recording studios to 
desk-top environments.  

  

The specific goal of the program is to provide a foundational understanding of audio theory (Introduction to 
Audio Theory and Basic Audio Systems), along with production fundamentals (Audio Production I and Audio 
Production II), supported by relevant science & mathematics courses and our hearing/psychoacoustics 
curriculum. Our intermediate courses (Recording I, Recording II, and Live Sound Recording) apply core 
curriculum theory and practice in the context of studio and live/location recording/production, using both 
complex and simple microphone techniques as well as live-to-two-track and multi-track recording. A 
selection of advanced courses (two are required) provides capstone, master class experiences in the areas 
of studio recording, live/location recording, sound art, and synthesis/signal processing. In addition, students 
are required to elect at least three courses in the department, outside of the minimum specified major 
requirements.  

  

It is important that students recognize the ever-changing and increasingly diverse nature of our 
technologically sensitive industries. To this end we explore new media forms, in which audio production and 
post-production are integral parts. These may include web design and authoring, real-time web media, 
CD/DVD publishing, sound design for theater, broadcast, and multi-media, and sound art as a stand-alone, 
independent means of artistic expression.  

  



As part of a liberal arts education, this program also supports the development of student communication 
skills in, and aesthetic understanding of, the various related industries, and helps prepare them to interact 
more effectively with peers and clients. 
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Cinema Art + Science, BA 

  

The goal of the Cinema Art + Science program is to engage students in the collaborative process of 
filmmaking, allowing them to explore a broad area of study or to focus on a specific area of interest through 
a variety of classes. The BA curriculum is also designed for students who intend to pursue further education, 
such as graduate school. 

  

Cinema Art + Science majors complete 45 credits in the major which includes 9 credits of required core 
classes. Students can study a single discipline in Cinema Art + Science or explore the major through a 
variety of classes with the guidance of their faculty advisor. The core curriculum will include two foundations 
courses taken as freshmen and a World Cinema requirement taken during the sophomore year. The 
foundations courses are offered as learning communities. 

  

As the CORE is being completed, students may take beginning and intermediate classes in CA+S. These 
courses will prepare students for advanced study, which will provide the opportunity to assemble a body of 
work.  Students can select courses from a wide variety of specialties including Animation, Cinematography, 
Cinema Studies, Cinema Visual Effects, Directing, Documentary, Post-production, Producing, Production 
Design, Screenwriting, and Sound for Cinema. 
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Comedy Writing and Performance, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Comedy Writing and Performance program is a collaborative partnership between 
the departments of Theatre, Television, Business and Entrepreneurship, and The Second City. It builds on 
the Theatre Department's long and successful tradition of teaching Improvisation and Sketch Comedy as 
part of its Acting sequence, and its successful eight-year partnership with The Second City in creating a 
semester-long immersion in the study and performance of comedy. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 



• Generate original comic material using a variety of methods, including ensemble improvisation, 
solo writing, and group collaboration. 

• Develop a personal voice and point of view as a comic artist. 
• Develop analytic skills and vocabulary needed to revise their original work based on feedback. 
• Develop competencies to translate their work into a variety of media, especially live performance 

and video. 
 
The skills required to pursue a career in comedy, while intersecting with those of the traditional theatre, also 
diverge from them in a number of important ways. The comedy marketplace today spans a wide spectrum of 
media from stage to television to film to internet-based content, within which the traditional roles of producer, 
director, writer, and performer are fluid. The B.A. in Comedy Writing and Performance seeks to provide the 
"cross training" necessary for our graduates to successfully navigate this fluidity as they move forward in 
their careers. And while the program will seek to train professional comedians, the skills built during this 
training - collaboration, creative risk taking, understanding of personal voice and persona - are applicable to 
a multitude of careers and disciplines outside of the entertainment industry proper. 
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Cultural Studies, BA 

  

The Cultural Studies (CS) major is the interdisciplinary liberal arts option at Columbia College Chicago. The 
CS major offers a variety of concentrations - Urban Studies, Media and Popular Culture Studies, or Literary 
Studies. At 36 credit hours, the CS major is designed to work well in conjunction with a minor, or with a 
double major. For students who seek the superior thinking and communications skills afforded by the liberal 
arts, the CS major offers the opportunity to prepare for career opportunities in arts administration, non-profit 
management, teaching, community, and social services management, among others. The CS major can 
also prepare students for law school or graduate school in a variety of fields, including American studies, 
sociology, anthropology, women's studies, and linguistics. Cultural Studies majors will have the opportunity 
to develop critical thinking, writing, reading, and speaking skills by analyzing the values, ideas, and belief 
systems that inform cultural products and everyday practices. Cultural Studies majors also will have the 
opportunity to develop excellent skills for civic engagement by becoming adept at examining how race, 
ethnicity, gender, class, and nationality inform the power structures that undergird culture. In short, the CS 
major is designed to provide the broad preparation that empowers students to improvise and adapt in a 
rapidly changing job market, and to make conscious creative choices in their practice of citizenship and life-
building.    

  

  

Literary Studies 
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Media and Popular Culture Studies 
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Urban Studies 
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Dance, BA 

  

The BA program is for students who see dance as their major area of study within a broader based 
undergraduate education. The credit requirements for the BA are less numerous than those for the BFA, 
allowing students to explore other subjects through elective courses or minors. The dance major provides 
substantial proficiency in contemporary dance idioms as well as solid foundations of related information, 
skills and experiences. 

 
Students graduating with a Bachelor of Arts from The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago will be 
able to: 

• Demonstrate proficiency as contemporary dancers with practical experience across several dance 
forms 

• Design choreographic and improvisational processes as creative modes of investigation 
• Read dances as texts and situate them within their specific socio-political and historical contexts 
• Apply their knowledge of functional body mechanics to the design and presentation of concept-

based dance curriculum for a variety of populations 
• Connect their knowledge of dance with discourses in other fields of study 

  

Standards of Performance 

The Dance Department expects exemplary effort and accomplishment from our BA candidates. Failure to 
meet one or more of the following expectations will result in review of the advisability of a candidate's 
continuation within the program. BA candidates in dance must: 

• Pass all required courses with grades of C or better. 
• Advance through technical requirements in a timely manner. 
• Exhibit engagement and presence in their artistic and scholarly practices and conduct themselves 

in a manner beneficial to their own and others' education. 
 
Transfer Students Seeking a BA in Dance 

Transfer students seeking the BA degree must earn a minimum of 45 credits at Columbia and at least 15 of 
those must be toward major requirements. Any prior dance courses at a previous institution will be evaluated 
for equivalency with Columbia College's Dance Department requirements. 



For students who have earned a Bachelor's degree previously, a Second Bachelor of Arts in Dance is 
available. 
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Deaf Studies, BA 

  

The Deaf Studies major is designed to educate students who will be advocates for and with the Deaf 
community in the United States to promote equality in all aspects of life for all. The curriculum provides a 
coherent plan of study through courses in American Sign Language, Deaf Culture, linguistics, cultural 
studies, and practicums involved within the Deaf community. During their final year, Deaf Studies majors will 
enhance their academic experience through internship, which includes fieldwork related to Deaf Studies, 
and a capstone designed to meet their individual objectives. 

  

A BA in Deaf Studies can allow students the opportunity to study the disciplines of the social aspects of the 
Deaf community as well as Deaf individuals and to work in Deaf-related careers such as administration, 
research, advocacy, or education. The American Sign Language Department at Columbia College Chicago 
is also in a unique position by partnering with the highly active artistic Deaf community in Chicago and offers 
courses taught by internationally known faculty in the creative ASL artistic fields. 
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Design Management, BA 

  

The BA in Design Management aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills to pursue careers as 
managers, executives, and owners of design entities. Students will have the opportunity to learn how to 
manage and lead design-oriented organizations with an emphasis on entrepreneurial thinking and 
leadership. The Design Management major combines theory and practice by providing students with a 
hands-on design agency practicum experience. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful Design Management graduates should be able to: 



• Understand how the design industry has evolved and be able to speculate on future trends; 
• Assess how various business models are structured for design-based freelancers, sole-

proprietorships, small businesses, and large firms; 
• Examine the broad range of design disciplines and their relationship to one another; 
• Apply fundamental project management-related career paths in the design industry and identify the 

skills, knowledge and experience necessary for success. 
  

A grade of 'C' or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Design Management. 
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Early Childhood Education, BA 

  

The Early Childhood Education program at Columbia College Chicago provides students with the 
opportunity to complete both their Bachelor of Arts and a professional credential. Students who successfully 
complete the licensure requirements of the program earn an IL teaching license with an endorsement in 
early childhood education. This license enables them to teach children, birth through the third grade, in 
multiple settings, including public schools. 
 
The program is unique in its emphasis on the arts for early childhood educators. Students complete at least 
18 credit hours of work in a focused course of study in the visual arts, performing arts, or a defined area of 
language and culture. The arts are also integrated into all Early Childhood courses by the instructors and by 
Columbia artists who serve as consultants and guest lecturers. The program honors multiple routes to 
understanding in its own students and employs teaching strategies that parallel those that its graduates are 
prepared to use in their own work with children. Significant emphasis is placed on the Reggio Emilia 
Approach. 
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Fashion Business, BA 

  

The mission of the Fashion Studies Department at Columbia College Chicago is to provide a 
comprehensive, integrated education designed to support a wide range of career opportunities in fashion. 
The curriculum helps students develop a broad range of practical, aesthetic, and intellectual skills, devised 
to anticipate and incorporate the ongoing changes synonymous with the dynamic nature of the international 



fashion industry. Our faculty is comprised of industry professionals, designers, and scholars who are active 
practitioners in their field of expertise and share their wealth of real-world experiences in the classroom. In 
Fashion Studies the students work in collaboration with the faculty to co-author their course of study and 
actualize their career aspirations. 
 
The BA in Fashion Business comprises a 42 credit hour course of study in the major, leaving ample room for 
students to pursue interdisciplinary course options, a minor, or a double major. The curriculum is rooted in a 
business foundation, which is complemented by a full range of fashion courses. Each course builds on skills 
and concepts that culminate in a capstone experience in Decision Making. 
 
Students who successfully complete this program should be able to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the fashion business principles, terms, technology and research 
methods utilized by industry professionals. 

• Analyze product quality, pricing, promotion, target markets, trends, opportunities, and challenges 
and evaluate their impact in the field. 

• Articulate the cultural, ethical, and economic significance of fashion production and consumption in 
a global marketplace. 

• Work collaboratively in creative teams that develop leadership skills and foster an understanding of 
entrepreneurship strategies. 

• Apply critical thinking, organizational, marketing, communication, and decision-making skills. 
  

Fashion is a complex field of study and ultimately reflects the aesthetic taste, social status, political mood, 
economic condition, and technical achievements of society through the personal expression of dress. This 
curriculum gives students the opportunity to explore creativity and practicality. It is the foundation for a 
successful career in the fashion industry. Students participate in a true fashion experience throughout their 
education with exposure to recognized guest designers, industry leaders, and accomplished alumni, and 
through fashion competitions, presentations, and exhibitions. 
 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 
 
For students who have already earned a Bachelors degree, a Second Bachelor of Arts in Fashion Business 
is available. 
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Fashion Design, BA 

  

The mission of the Fashion Studies Department at Columbia College Chicago is to provide a 
comprehensive, integrated education designed to support a wide range of career opportunities in fashion. 
The curriculum helps students develop a broad range of practical, aesthetic, and intellectual skills, devised 
to anticipate and incorporate the ongoing changes synonymous with the dynamic nature of the international 
fashion industry. Our faculty is comprised of industry professionals, designers, and scholars who are active 
practitioners in their field of expertise and share their wealth of real-world experiences in the classroom. In 
Fashion Studies the students work in collaboration with the faculty to co-author their course of study and 
actualize their career aspirations. 



 
The BA in Fashion Design comprises a 48 credit hour course of study in the major, leaving ample room for 
students to pursue interdisciplinary course options, a minor, or a double major. The Fashion Design 
curriculum offers the creative foundation from which students can grow as artists and acquire skills related to 
the profession. 
 
Students who successfully complete this program should be able to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of design concepts and solutions in written/verbal/visual/sensorial 
format. 

• Apply materials, techniques, technology, concepts to the vocabulary/terminology relative to desired 
end product and solution. 

• Critically contextualize and analyze ideas and work in relation to dress and fashion history. 
• Apply all of the above referenced skills and abilities in conjunction with creative problem solving in 

design and across disciplines. 
• Describe, analyze, interpret, and contextualize their work. 
• Develop and maintain effective, ethical, professional and sustainable work habits. 
• Develop and present a body of work. 
• Work in collaboration to propose and execute solutions in the fashion industry. 

 
Fashion is a complex field of study and ultimately reflects and shapes the aesthetic taste, social status, 
political mood, economic condition, and technical achievements of society through the personal expression 
of dress. This curriculum gives students the opportunity to explore creativity and practicality. The BA degree 
prepares students with the skill-sets to better understand the variety of career tracks available in the fashion 
industry. Students participate in a true fashion experience throughout their education with exposure to 
recognized guest designers, industry leaders, and accomplished alumni, and through fashion competitions, 
presentations and exhibitions. 
 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 
 
For students who have already earned a Bachelors degree or Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, a Second 
Bachelor of Arts in Fashion Design is available. 
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Fiction, BA 

  

The Department of Creative Writing B.A. in Fiction program offers a variety of workshops, critical reading 
and writing classes, and elective specialty writing courses on a level and scope unequaled in undergraduate 
programs across the country. The breadth of course offerings in the Fiction program helps prepare students 
to be competitive for an expansive range of careers, both in creative writing and in fields where effective 
communication, creative problem-solving, critical analysis, editing, and group relationship skills are crucial 
factors. As stated in its mission, this preparation is one of the primary goals of the Department of Creative 
Writing. 

  



The Fiction program introduces students to a variety of forms in fiction and helps them explore the history of 
the genre and find ways of creating fiction that is individual and original. The foundation of the major is a 
series of workshops in fiction, which include Fiction Writing I and II, Prose Forms, and Fiction Writing: 
Advanced. In these workshops, students develop a writing process that includes methods for generating 
material as well as strategies for revising fiction of increasing quality. Students will also take Critical Reading 
and Writing courses, which combine the study of craft with readings in the theoretical underpinnings of 
fiction (sample Critical Reading and Writing offerings include courses in Short Story Writers, Novelists, 
Women Writers, Gender & Difference, Fiction Writers & Censorship, and The Novel in Stories, among 
others). Elective specialty writing courses include workshops in genres as diverse as Young Adult, Fantasy, 
Science Fiction, Historical Fiction, Graphic Forms, and others, as well as courses that focus on professional 
development for writers in topics such as Tutoring/Teaching, Publishing, and professional portfolio 
development. Students also are encouraged to take elective courses in the visual and performing arts, and 
in New Media. 

  

Upon successful completion of the BA program in Fiction, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a familiarity with the common language of the discipline of fiction writing. 
• Use a variety of narrative techniques, written forms, and revision strategies to create effective 

fiction. 
• Demonstrate a familiarity with how open fiction is to new modes of expression. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between effective reading and effective writing. 
• Perform reasonably close readings of works of fiction by 1) analyzing relevant literary elements in 

fiction (narrative techniques, themes, forms/subgenres, stylistic choices, or other literary devices 
common to fiction), and 2) making appropriate reference to relevant texts and contexts. 

• Demonstrate a meaningful ability to participate in contemporary conversations on social and 
cultural change. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the literary marketplace and processes crucial to publishing their 
writing. 

• Apply creative problem-solving, effective written and oral communications, and critical thinking to 
their preparation for graduate studies, writing-related careers, and other professions. 
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Fine Arts, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts program offers opportunities to develop the capacity for ideation, 
expression and production, while allowing students to experience other creative fields. Students are 
encouraged to develop a studio practice supporting the creation of images, objects, visual, spatial and/or 
time-based experiences. The faculty is comprised of nationally and internationally recognized artists active 
in the field and committed to teaching, research and lifelong learning. The philosophy stresses technical 
skills informed by ideas, a firm grounding in making, linkage to conceptualization and art theory and 
criticism, and the need for work to show awareness of contemporary issues. Courses in such areas as 
drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, digital practices, performance art, as well as a variety of 
contemporary theory and history courses fosters an environment in which students can explore and expand 
methodologies to refine their personal voice and vision. 

  



Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate a developed visual, media and material sensitivity. 
• Establish technical skills and a growing awareness of the principles of visual organization within a 

range of art and design materials, methods and media. 
• Demonstrate an ability to make and understand basic connections between concept and form. 
• Understand the nature of contemporary thinking on art, and gain a basic discernment of quality in 

works of art. 
• Be familiar with the works and intentions of major artists and movements of the past, in both 

Western and non-Western worlds. 
• Have an awareness of how artistic concerns are mobilized in the contemporary art world. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have already earned a Bachelors degree in another field, the Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Fine Arts is available. 
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Game Art, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Game Art provides a fundamental introduction to game-oriented computer art and 
animation concepts to students with little or no previous experience. The curriculum includes courses in 
character and environment visualization, computer generated character modeling and digital sculpting, 
environment modeling, level design and motion capture animation for game content. Students are expected 
to emerge with an understanding of the game industry's workflow techniques, concepts and strategy for 
designing and modeling 3D characters and environments, the process of directing, capturing and editing 
motion capture performances, and mastering the pipeline of state-of-the-art game engines. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Game Design, BA 

  

Game development is an exciting multidisciplinary field that requires intense creativity, as well as 
professional discipline and strong collaborative production skills. Students in the Game Design major take a 
wide variety of engaging courses that help them develop a deep understanding of the aesthetics, tools, 
skills, process, theory and culture of games that informs their work and encourages them to develop and 
produce new and original ideas. 



  

Students in the Game Design major complete the Interactive Arts and Media core as well as Game Design 
courses that accentuate the cultural aspects of game design, game design theory, and concept 
development. Students select one of two concentrations in Game Development or Sound Design, providing 
the depth of specialization that the game industry demands. Students seeking to be game programmers 
should investigate our Game Programming degrees and students seeking to be game artists should 
investigate our Game Art degree. 

Game Development 

The Game Development concentration provides an environment for students to creatively author a wide 
range of games and simulations with a focus on gameplay, user engagement and experience, and narrative. 
In addition to the Game Design core students take advanced classes in game design theory and analysis, 
as well as game engine scripting and development, with additional emphasis on game production styles and 
techniques for both large (AAA-style) and independent game development. The Game Development track 
goal is to prepare students to produce and develop in a team setting as they work with animators, sound 
designers, and programmers to build either a large-scale game or a small team/independent game in the 
senior capstone courses. 
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Sound Design 

Sound design in games is reaching new heights. More and more gamers are building extensive audio 
configurations to satisfy the sound requirements and demands of the next groundbreaking game. The 
concentration in Sound Design at Columbia College Chicago focuses on the technical and aesthetic issues 
surrounding the sound designer's job. These include knowledge of acoustical and digital audio theory, music 
theory, aesthetics of sound and picture and the techniques of field recording. The goal of the program is to 
develop skills needed by students to work in a professional sound design environment, and a broad 
knowledge of the game design industry. 
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Game Programming, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Game Programming (BA) seeks to prepare graduates to develop serious games, 
simulations, and other game-like interactive experiences. The curriculum provides necessary scripting and 
programming skills, as well as providing the strong background in Liberal Arts and Sciences required to 
thrive in this growing and competitive field. Game development is an exciting multidisciplinary field that 
requires intense creativity, as well as professional discipline and strong collaborative production skills. 



Students pursuing this degree participate in a year-long senior capstone course to collaboratively develop 
work for their portfolio. 
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Graphic Design, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Graphic Design program seeks to provide students an education in various aspects 
of visual communications, while encouraging them to experience other creative fields. Students should be 
able to create and develop visual responses to communication problems through an understanding of 
typography, composition, aesthetics, and construction of meaningful design solutions. Coursework 
introduces opportunities to identify communications problems, research, generate and analyze multiple 
solutions, and evaluate potential outcomes. Students may focus on graphic design in the context of a 
broader program of general studies, choosing to pursue a minor or a double major if appropriate. 

  

Students may, if desired, choose an additional concentration in Publication Design or Web Design. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Describe, analyze, and interpret visual communications within social, historical and theoretical 
contexts. 

• Utilize software for print, web, and new media and gain the ability to seek out new uses for 
emerging technologies. 

• Use developed skills in typography, layout, and information design to create clear and dynamic 
visual communication solutions. 

• Apply primary and secondary research methods in the conceptualization and solution of design 
problems. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have already earned a Bachelor's degree in another field, the Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Graphic Design is available. 
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Concentrations 



  

Publication Design 

 Degree Requirements |  

  

Web Design 

 Degree Requirements |  

  

Illustration, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Illustration program seeks to provide students an education in illustration while 
encouraging them to experience other creative fields. With a customizable approach to illustration practice, 
the program introduces students to materials, methods, and processes commonly utilized. Students should 
be able to create and develop meaningful visual compositions in a range of traditional and digital media. 
Students may focus on illustration in the context of a broader program of general studies, choosing to 
pursue a minor or a double major, if appropriate. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Apply art and design materials, techniques, technology, and concepts to the 
vocabulary/terminology relative to digital and traditional illustration, through the development of 
their own aesthetics. 

• Critically contextualize and analyze ideas and work in relation to illustration and visual 
communications history. 

• Describe, analyze, interpret, and contextualize one's own illustration. 
• Develop professionalism with integrity through ethical and sustainable work habits. 
• Develop and present a cohesive body of work. 

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have already earned a Bachelor's degree in another field, the Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Illustration is available. 
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Interaction Design, BA 



  

In the Interaction Design major, students will have the opportunity to invent creative, participant-centered 
design solutions that should help prepare them for careers within the dynamic and expanding fields of 
interactive design and development. The Interaction Design degree is ideal for both the creative artist who 
possesses digital/computer-based skills and the back-end developer/coder/programmer with an aesthetic 
eye, strong work ethic, and an impulse to innovate. 

  

The major emphasizes the principles of user interface and experience design anchored by a strong dose of 
back-end technical skill development. By synthesizing their digital design skills, creativity, and knowledge of 
user-centered interaction theory, students create versatile projects that reach a wide variety of clients and 
audiences. 

  

In their senior year, students participate in a dynamic capstone team class where they perform a specialized 
role within an interactive production team. Upon successful completion of the program, students are 
expected to compile a professional web-based portfolio featuring a body of work that seeks to exhibit a 
mastery of navigational interfaces, user-centered design practices and visual identity design. 
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Interdisciplinary Documentary, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Documentary facilitates a deep exploration into the diverse and 
innovative ways we collectively craft truth in story, image and sound. This program utilizes curriculum and 
faculty from a variety of disciplines including cinema, creative writing, journalism, photography, radio, and 
television. The resulting field of study draws students interested in a comprehensive education in all forms of 
nonfiction storytelling. 

  

The Interdisciplinary Documentary Program creates new opportunities for complex collaborative skills, 
expanding students' connections to the narrative, technological, business, and marketing skills in the 
documentary industry. The program facilitates creative collaboration and interactivity between Columbia 
College students, faculty, alumni and industry professionals in all facets of documentary processes, 
practices and studies. Undergraduates who successfully complete the program will have a wide knowledge 
of documentary theory and practice and a portfolio of nonfiction work that spans disciplines and media 
formats. This program aims to prepare graduates to work in a world that is already converged, where the 
expectation is that media makers are adept, flexible, skilled in multiple areas, and able to work with others 
who are similarly trained. 

  

The program's courses are based on a three-level approach: a core that includes methods and concepts 
from each discipline, followed by a series of electives at the intermediate and advanced level that allow 
students to sample various fields while exploring more deeply in a specific area. A capstone experience 



brings together the various disciplines to work on a high-level research intensive interdisciplinary nonfiction 
project. 

  

  

International Arts Management, BA 

  

The BA in International Arts Management aims to prepare students to pursue careers in an increasingly 
global workplace. The study abroad experience allows students to expand their understanding of cultural 
policies, organizational structure and funding in a range of international arts, entertainment and media 
enterprises. The International Arts Management major offers students the opportunity to travel and study at 
universities such as: 

• Bath Spa University-Bath,  England 
• Dublin Institute of Technology-Downtown Dublin, Ireland 
• Flinders University, Australia 
• Rose Bruford College-Sidcup, England 
• Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
• Tongji University: College of Communication and Arts-Shanghai, China 
• PopAkademie Baden-Wurttemberg-Mannheim, Germany 
• University of East London-East London, England 
• University of Salford, England 
• Twente University, Enschede, Netherlands 

These offerings may change. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful International Arts Management graduates should be able to: 

• Manage international creative organizations and professionals. 
• Combine critical thinking, problem solving and communication skills to the entrepreneurial 

development of international arts enterprises. 
• Analyze trends, opportunities, and challenges to compete successfully in a rapidly changing global 

business environment. 
• Articulate the impact of cultural and socio-economic differences 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  



For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
International Arts Management. 

 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Live and Installed Sound, BA 

  

The Live & Installed Sound Program addresses the technology and art of configuring, installing, and 
operating sound systems for everything from music and theater performances to civic or corporate events, 
religious services, and public announcement environments, through equal parts theory, aesthetics, and 
hands-on operation. As different as they may appear, live sound engineers and systems contractors are 
joined by a common goal: to successfully accomplish a desired sonic outcome in real-time contexts. Live & 
Installed Sound skills are comprehensively taught in the department and are widely sought after by the 
relevant industries, where many of the department's alumni thrive. 

  

Input from working alumni in Live & Installed Sound has contributed to curriculum design and updates within 
the program. Early in the program the classes are directed toward theory and aesthetics, with hands-on 
experience becoming increasingly the focus of small group projects as the course sequence progresses. 
Cooperative effort is encouraged at all levels of the program, reflecting the professional expectations of the 
live sound and sound systems design environments. Opportunity is also provided for students to expand 
their individual capabilities in lab and in external production contexts. 

  

As live sound production often incorporates other media arts, students are encouraged to take classes in 
acoustics and audio production as a means of expanding their personal viability in the professional world. 
The course material is driven by the realities of that world and the less volatile requirements of a classic 
liberal arts education. 

  

Successful alumni are employed by major artists, venues, and sound companies throughout North America 
and beyond, as system designers and engineers as well as front-of-house mixers and monitor engineers. 
They occupy executive positions in the industry, engage in sound system design applications, and/or 
immerse in the creative chaos of real-world live sound production. 

 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Live and Performing Arts Management, BA 

  

The BA in Live and Performing Arts Management aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills to 
pursue careers in the live entertainment industry. Students will have the opportunity to learn how to manage 



and lead live and performing arts organizations with an emphasis on entrepreneurial thinking and 
leadership. 

  

Students majoring in Live and Performing Arts Management study booking, presenting, producing, touring 
and promoting live entertainment for non-profit and for-profit organizations. 

  

Elective courses in the Business and Entrepreneurship department give students hands-on management 
experiences through student-run business that include a talent agency and live entertainment venue. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful Live and Performing Arts Management graduates should be able to: 

• Explain the fundamentals of managing creative organizations and professionals in the business of 
live and performing arts. 

• Apply critical thinking, problem solving, and communication skills to the entrepreneurial 
management of live and performing arts. 

• Analyze trends, opportunities, and challenges of the process of bringing a live event from idea 
conception to night-of show, to compete successfully in a rapidly changing global environment of 
business plans, finance and budgets, and contracts. 

• Make executive decisions regarding such elements of live events as location selection, design, 
management, artist/attraction selection and engagement, budgeting, contracts and other legal 
issues, and marketing and promotion. 

• Scrutinize executed live events for success. Particularly where artistic, business, ethical and safety 
standards are concerned, and apply that scrutiny to future decisions in order to improve future 
activities. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Live and Performing Arts Management. 

 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Marketing, BA 

  



The digitally-focused BA in Marketing aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills to pursue 
careers in traditional and digital marketing and communication businesses. Students have the opportunity to 
learn how to devise marketing and communication plans that target new and existing audiences. The 
program's full-time and adjunct faculty consists of academics and creative professionals who integrate 
current industry practices into their classroom to prepare students for professional marketing careers. 

  

Successful Marketing graduates should be able to: 

• Construct a strategic marketing plan. 
• Assess media choices and communication campaigns according to their effectiveness with 

targeted consumer segments. 
• Distinguish innovations from ideas based on competitiveness, consumer acceptance, scalability, 

and profitability. 
• Design, collect information for, and analyze marketing research studies. 
• Appraise marketing decisions for their adherence to brand consistency and core values. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Marketing. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool  | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Media Management, BA 

  

The BA in Media Management aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills to pursue careers in 
traditional and digital media industries. Students will have the opportunity to learn how the evolution of 
technology continues to create new platforms for communication and entertainment. The media 
management major provides students with entrepreneurial and leadership skills valued by today's media 
organizations. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful Media Management graduates should be able to: 

• Manage organizations and professionals in media industries. 



• Combine critical thinking, problem solving, and communication skills to the entrepreneurial 
development of media. 

• Analyze trends, opportunities, and challenges within the complex and changing structures of media 
industries. 

• Assess the impact of technology on media industries. 
  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Media Management. 

 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Mobile Media Programming, BA 

  

The Mobile Media Programming degree seeks to prepare graduates to be creative coders; programmers 
adept at using a variety of technologies and processes to express ideas and solve web and mobile media 
design and development problems. Students pursuing this degree have access to a variety of engaging 
courses that help them develop a deep understanding of the aesthetics, tools, skills, processes, and theories 
for interactive media development, and to encourage them to design new and original ideas as they develop 
their portfolio. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool |  Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Multimedia Journalism, BA 

  

The digital revolution has changed the way we gather, produce and disseminate news, but journalists are 
more in demand than ever. People always want to know what's going on, and need responsible, ethical, 
accurate journalists to tell them. Our journalism program provides hands-on, multimedia experience in 
reporting, writing, editing, producing and publishing in state-of-the-art newsrooms and on mobile devices. 
The curriculum is structured around a core of six courses, introducing students to new technologies as they 
progress through increasingly more complex and topical courses. The core courses aim to prepare students 
for advanced work in the major's three concentrations: Broadcast Journalism (Television or Radio 
emphasis); Magazine; News & Features (with a sports option). 

  

Practicing and studying journalism enhances critical thinking: figuring out what the story is and how to get it 
quickly, accurately and fairly. Students will have the opportunity to learn how to place news in a context that 



helps readers, listeners, and viewers make sense of the world. Good writing is paramount. Students are 
taught how to find, report and tell engaging stories that stand out in today's complex media environment 
using social media, audio, video and still photography, on smart phones and DSLR cameras. 

  

Chicago is a terrific place to learn journalism, a world-class city known for its politics, architecture, music, 
theater, sports and literature. Journalism students cover stories alongside professional reporters as 
newsbreaks. Because of the College's prime urban location, students have access to extensive internship 
opportunities, many of them paid positions. A number of our students earn competitive national and 
international internships and also have opportunities to study abroad. 

  

Students produce the highly respected Columbia Chronicle, named best college weekly in the nation by the 
Society of Professional Journalists. Every spring, students in the Magazine Program team up with students 
in Design to create Echo magazine, which regularly wins top awards in student magazine contests, along 
with its website. Broadcast Journalism students, in collaboration with the Television Department, produce 
Newsbeat, a live TV newscast, and Metro Minutes, a TV newsmagazine. Broadcast TV students have won 
highly competitive recognition from the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences' Emmy Awards.  Students 
can write and produce news for college radio station WCRX 88.1 FM, and host their own talk and music 
shows. We stress portfolio-building, so students can show internship providers and hiring news editors and 
directors their professional quality work, mentored by faculty who are actively engaged in the fields they 
teach. With outside grant support, professors founded ChicagoTalks and AustinTalks, online publications 
that cover the neighborhoods of the nation's third largest city, increasing multi-platform publishing 
opportunities for our students.  Journalism students have won awards in professional journalism award 
competitions and are consistently chosen for coveted local and national internships. 

Broadcast Journalism 

Broadcast Journalism is an interdisciplinary program taught in cooperation with the Television and Radio 
departments. Students will have the opportunity to learn to report, write, and produce television and radio 
news, features, and in-depth stories. Student-produced television news programs, such as Metro Minutes, a 
newsmagazine focusing on arts and entertainment, and Newsbeat, a live TV newscast (news, weather, 
sports and features), are program highlights. Radio news students get hands-on training at Columbia's radio 
station, WCRX 88.1 FM. Students intern at major media outlets, including Chicago affiliates of ABC, NBC, 
CBS, PBS, Fox, NPR, and Telemundo. 

  

Radio 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool |  Transfer Planning Tool 

Television 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Magazine 

The Magazine program aims to prepare students for editorial positions in consumer and business-to-
business magazines. Students take courses in magazine writing and editing and have the opportunity to put 
their skills into practice working on Echo magazine, Columbia College's national award-winning student 
publication. In this course, they work collaboratively with students in other majors, in particular, graphic 



designers, gaining real world skills. They also are encouraged to work as interns during their junior and 
senior years, in Chicago and elsewhere. Echo focuses on popular culture and the arts and often attracts 
Interdisciplinary majors aiming for careers in music and fashion journalism. The full-color magazine is 
circulated in key Chicago neighborhoods, and its companion website focuses on the process of creating a 
contemporary magazine. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

News, Features & Sports 

The News, Features & Sports concentration focuses on reporting and writing about public affairs across 
media platforms, from deadline news to in-depth analysis. Students take advanced courses in community 
news, interpretive reporting and investigative journalism, and in specialized topics such as courts, business, 
urban affairs, and the environment against the backdrop of Chicago's diverse communities. In addition, a 
Sports Reporting emphasis is available, culminating in multimedia online and video productions. Students in 
the College Newspaper Workshop and paid upper-class editors and reporters produce the outstanding 
Columbia Chronicle, the College's weekly student newspaper, and its companion website. Many students 
also write for the ChicagoTalks and AustinTalks web sites, and several of them have been winners and 
finalists in professional journalism award competitions. 

  

News and Features 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

Sports 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Multimedia Photojournalism, BA 

  

The new Multimedia Photojournalism major provides students with valuable multimedia and photography 
skills. The curriculum draws upon the expertise of the college's Photography Department, and students learn 
to report and display news in various multimedia platforms. Faculty is drawn from leading news 
organizations. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Music Business, BA 

  



The BA in Music Business aims to equip students to pursue careers in the evolving music industry. Students 
will have the opportunity to learn the fundamental management concepts of the recorded music business, 
copyright, music publishing, online retail and services, artist management and music marketing. A focus on 
entrepreneurship and leadership allows music business majors to prepare themselves to be the next 
generation of innovative music industry executives. 

  

Elective courses in the Business and Entrepreneurship department give students hands-on management 
experiences through student run businesses that include a record label, a talent agency, a music publishing 
company, and an online distribution platform. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful Music Business graduates should be able to: 

• Manage creative organizations and professionals in the music industry by combining critical 
thinking, problem solving, and communication skills 

• Identify, develop, and assess entrepreneurial opportunities. 
• Assess trends, opportunities, and challenges to compete successfully in a rapidly changing global 

music industry. 
• Construct and evaluate marketing and publishing strategies. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Music Business. 

 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Music, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Music provides students with a broad training in the field, which includes a well-
rounded curriculum that provides foundational training in music's theories, contexts, and contemporary 
applications. Students are required to choose from five different concentrations: Composition, Instrumental 
Performance, Vocal Performance, Jazz Studies, and Contemporary, Urban & Popular Music (CUP). Faculty 
advisors guide students in choosing elective courses and ensembles appropriate to each student's goals. 
Careful planning through departmental advising with faculty also allows the student to effectively integrate 
the Liberal Arts and Sciences core curriculum with the study of their major. 



 
Graduates of the program should be prepared for a number of possible careers as performers, arrangers, 
studio musicians, and composers, and will have gained the tools required for pursuing further study in 
music. Students have the opportunity to study diverse musical styles and forms of music on a pathway 
toward discovering the creative directions their lives and careers can take. 
 
For students who have already completed a Bachelor's degree, the Music Department also offers a Second 
Bachelor of Arts in Music. 

Composition 

Upon successful completion of the Bachelor of Arts in Music with Composition concentration, students 
should be able to: 

• Identify, analyze, and emulate compositional systems from different historical periods, with an 
emphasis on 20th- and 21st -century compositional techniques. 

• Proficiently write for traditional acoustic instruments in a variety of ensemble settings. 
• Create original music works and performance materials that meet the basic professional standards 

within the field in regard to theoretical and technical fluency. 
• Fluently read and write traditional musical notation. 
• Assess musical performances and compositions according to specific theoretical, technical, and 

cultural standards. 
Student composers are encouraged and facilitated in collaborating with students from film, dance, theatre, 
and other departments of Columbia College Chicago in creating film scores, music for dance and theatre 
performances, and other mixed media projects. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Contemporary, Urban and Popular Music 

Upon successful completion of the Bachelor of Arts in Music with Contemporary, Urban and Popular Music 
concentration, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate a mastery of technical skills and stylistic practices across a range of popular music 
genres; apply these skills effectively in preparation, rehearsal, and performance. 

• Fluently read and write traditional music notation; prepare professional lead-sheets and charts for 
small and medium-sized band arrangements. 

• Critically assess artistic and technical aspects of their own and other's recorded and live 
performances; demonstrate an understanding of the essential elements and conventions of popular 
music composition, production, and arrangement as applied to music creation and development. 

• Display a practical understanding of multi-track recording, looping, signal-processing, and virtual 
instrument software, and utilize these software environments as creative tools. 

• Confidently communicate an understanding of the structural aspects of the music business, 
including talent management, contracts, media, resources, marketing, and promotion. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  



  

Instrumental Performance 

Upon successful completion of the Bachelor of Arts in Music with Instrumental Performance concentration, 
students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate mastery of technical skills and stylistic practices for their primary instrument and apply 
them in solo and ensemble situations. 

• Compose and arrange music for instruments and voices in diverse styles, and prepare written 
music for performance. 

• Discuss the analytical tools of music and use them to create expressive and coherent 
performances in a range of styles. 

• Fluently read and write traditional musical notation. 
• Assess musical performances and compositions according to specific theoretical, technical, and 

cultural standards. 
  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Jazz Studies 

Upon successful completion of the Bachelor of Arts in Music with Jazz Studies concentration, students 
should be able to: 

• Fluently communicate about the harmonic and formal makeup of jazz and apply that knowledge in 
performance of idiomatic improvised music. 

• Demonstrate a high degree of technical proficiency on a primary instrument across a wide 
repertoire of standard compositions. 

• Discuss the development of jazz in its musical, social, and cultural contexts. 
• Fluently read and write traditional musical notation. 
• Assess musical performances and compositions according to specific theoretical, technical, and 

cultural standards. 
  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Vocal Performance 

Upon successful completion of the Bachelor of Arts in Music with Vocal Performance concentration, 
students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate proper vocal technique while displaying all aspects of good stage presence and 
awareness of ensemble musicians and audience. 

• Apply theoretical knowledge and musicianship skills with accurately written musical indications 
while developing a diversified repertoire of appropriate keys for range, ability, and style. 



• Effectively communicate musical ideas to accompanying musicians across this diverse repertoire 
and apply appropriate linguistic and stylistic elements for the chosen style or genre. 

• Fluently read and write traditional musical notation. 
• Assess musical performances and compositions according to specific theoretical, technical, and 

cultural standards. 
  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Musical Theatre, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Musical Theatre program provides students with a fundamental education in the 
skills and discipline of musical theatre. 
 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Create a psychologically and physically credible character through research, text analysis, 
rehearsal and exploration, and synthesize characterization onstage as an actor, singer and dancer. 

• Employ musicianship, basic vocal technique and finesse, basic dance technique and ability as 
additional means of characterization that further the dramatic life of the scene. 

• Develop song interpretation skills. 
• Learn and practice proper dance technique and terminology in Ballet, Jazz, Tap and Musical 

Theatre styles. 
• Have a basic knowledge of musical theatre repertory and history. 
• Develop rehearsal skills, discipline and professionalism. 

   

Students take a sequence of courses in acting and theatre history, dance techniques and styles, and singing 
and musicianship, as well as courses that integrate the individual areas of study at an increasingly 
sophisticated level of achievement. Working closely with the Music Department, we emphasize the synthesis 
of acting, singing, and dancing. In addition, the program enables students to take elective courses in areas 
related to musical theatre, such as directing, composing, stage management and design, marketing and 
management, and journalism and criticism. Students are encouraged to put into practice what they learn in 
the classroom through hands-on engagement in the preparation and presentation of performances produced 
in the department. 

  

Students are encouraged to audition for musical theatre productions and non-musical plays. In the 
classroom, students work with a faculty of professionals in the field, who bring their expertise to the art, craft, 
and business of theatre. This pragmatic approach prepares students to face the challenging realities of 
making a life in the performing arts. 

 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  



Nonfiction, BA 

  

The Nonfiction program introduces students to a variety of forms in nonfiction and helps them explore the 
history of the genre and find ways of creating nonfiction that is individual and original.  The foundation of the 
major is a series of workshops in Creative Nonfiction, which include Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced. 
In these workshops, students focus on generating materials and writing and critiquing their essays. Students 
will also take courses focused on reading various genres of creative nonfiction and major nonfiction authors. 
Other classes will combine craft with readings in the theoretical underpinnings of nonfiction, and will 
introduce students to a wide variety of forms drawing from literary genres and subgenres such as 
autobiography, essay, the graphic novel, memoir, aphorism, and travel writing, among others. Students will 
be required to take a number of literature classes in the English Department to deepen their understanding 
of the history of literary nonfiction. Students also are encouraged to take elective courses in the visual and 
performing arts, and in New Media. The capstone experience for students will be the thesis class, where 
students will develop and revise a thesis of their best work. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a familiarity with the common language of the discipline of nonfiction writing. 
• Demonstrate a familiarity with how open creative nonfiction is to new modes of expression. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the major aspects of the history of nonfiction and its subgenres. 
• Use a variety of narrative techniques, written forms, and revision strategies to create effective 

nonfiction. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between effective reading and effective writing. 
• Perform reasonably close readings of works of nonfiction by 1) analyzing relevant literary elements 

in nonfiction (narrative techniques, themes, forms/subgenres, stylistic choices, or other literary 
devices common to fiction), and 2) making appropriate reference to relevant texts and contexts. 

• Demonstrate a meaningful ability to participate in contemporary conversations on social and 
cultural change. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the literary marketplace and processes crucial to publishing their 
writing. 

• Apply creative problem-solving, effective written and oral communications, and critical thinking to 
their preparation for graduate studies, writing-related careers, and other professions. 

 
Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Photography, BA 

  

The Photography Department supports a wide range of serious photographic genres. Central to the 
Photography Department's curricular structure is the idea that all undergraduate students in photography will 
receive a core foundation, which encompasses a broad range of photographic practices. 
 
The common goals and objectives for all BA students are: 



• Students should demonstrate the ability to produce photographic work consistent with high 
professional standards. 

• Students should demonstrate an applied understanding of the visual grammar of photography and 
the ability to incorporate technical, formal and conceptual competencies in their creative work. 

• Students should be able to articulate in verbal and written form the key technical, formal and 
conceptual issues in their creative work and the work of others. 

• Students should develop portfolios representative of their advanced photography coursework. 
• Students should demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the history of photography and 

contemporary photographic practice and be able to relate their work to this history and practice. 
 
The BA is a liberal arts degree that focuses on photography in the context of a broad program of general 
studies at the college level. The BA offers the option to choose a 12 credit area of concentration within 
photography but students may also elect to take a general BA in photography. The BA involves a higher 
portion of courses outside the department than the BFA, including substantial interdisciplinary opportunities 
and the option of a minor or a double major in other departments. Students may choose to take additional 
electives in photography beyond the required 42 credit hours and may pursue those additional courses in a 
self-directed manner. 
 
Students can choose to pursue a general photography degree or select from a list of concentrations that 
include Commercial, Fashion, Fine Art, and Photojournalism. 
 
Students must earn a "C" or better in all major courses. The Photography Department also offers a Second 
Bachelor of Arts in Photography with no concentration, and a Minor in Photography. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

Commercial 

The Commercial Concentration offers students the opportunity to study and practice multiple roles and skills 
in the increasingly diverse field of commercial photography. Students will take a core set of photography 
courses that focus on photographic principals and skills including digital imaging, studio lighting and photo 
history. Students will have the opportunity to study and practice the roles of photographer, stylist, digital 
technician and studio assistant at various points in the concentration preparing them for a wide variety of 
career opportunities. Advanced level commercial courses offer students the opportunity to refine their skills, 
create a personal vision, and build a unique body of work. 

  

Degree Requirements | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Fashion Photography 

The Fashion Photography Concentration offers students a unique experience to work with industry 
professionals and collaborate with Photography Department partners as they explore what it means to be a 
fashion photographer in the 21st century. Students will have the opportunity to collaborate with students in 
the Fashion Studies Department to gain a greater understanding of how the latest fashion trends are 
developed. Students will take a core set of photography courses that focus on photographic principals and 
skills including digital imaging, studio lighting and photo history. Advanced level courses offer students the 



opportunity to refine their skills in the studio and on location in order to refine their personal vision and create 
a unique body of work. 

  

Degree Requirements | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Fine Art 

The Fine Art Concentration offers students the opportunity to develop a comprehensive understanding of 
photographic history and contemporary art practice to support the development of a body of work in upper 
level topical and seminar classes. The Fine Arts Concentration offers a core set of photography courses that 
focus on photographic principals and skills including digital imaging, studio lighting and photo history.  The 
Fine Art Concentration aims to prepare students for graduate school and/or a variety of careers centered on 
making, exhibiting and publishing photographs. The Fine Art Concentration invites students to progress 
through a rigorous and engaging curriculum in which one can refine their personal vision and develop a 
unique body of work. 

  

Degree Requirements | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Photojournalism 

The Photojournalism Concentration offers students the opportunity to practice a variety of photojournalism 
topics including, but not limited to, spot news, sports, editorial and documentary. The Photography 
Department takes a multi-media approach to photojournalism in order to reflect the rapidly changing field. 
Students will take a core set of photography courses that focus on photographic principals and skills 
including digital imaging, studio lighting and photo history. Students will have the opportunity to engage with 
the Communication and Media Innovation ('CMI') Department in order to gain a greater understanding of 
what it means to be a Photojournalist in the 21st century. Photojournalism courses and internships offer 
students the opportunity to refine their skills, create a personal style, and build a unique body of work. 

  

Degree Requirements | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Poetry, BA 

  

The Poetry program helps students discover their own voices as poets and develop their craft.  Graduates of 
the program are grounded in the history of poetry and poetics and are familiar with a wide range of 
approaches to writing. The gateway courses in the major are Foundations in Creative Writing and Poetry 
Workshop: Beginning. From there, students are poised to begin a sequence of workshop-style classes 
progressing from Poetry Workshop: Intermediate through Poetry Workshop: Advanced.  Students also take 
a Craft Seminar and literature courses including required courses in two historical periods: pre-20th-century 



poetry (such as Shakespeare or British Romantic Poetry); and 20th-/21st-century poetry (such as American 
Modernism, Williams & Moore, Poetry and Jazz, Contemporary American Poetry, or Experimental Women 
Poets). Students have a wide range of literature electives (on various topics and authors) to choose from as 
well, such as Blake to the Beats, Queer Poetry, Poetry of Diversity, Eastern European Poetry, and many 
others. Examples of Craft Seminars include Hybrid Poetics, Poetry Translation, Literary Collage and 
Collaboration, Poets' Journals and Letters, and more. 

  

A two-part capstone experience completes the major. First, Poetics, taken in the Fall semester of junior or 
senior year, combines the writing of poetry with the study of poetic theory as articulated by such thinkers as 
Aristotle and by poets themselves through the ages. Poetics is followed by the Undergraduate Thesis 
Development Seminar, normally taken in the Spring semester of the senior year. In this small, seminar-style 
course, students write a chapbook-length thesis of poems. In accordance with the Department's commitment 
to interdisciplinary, cross-genre contexts for writing, students choose two writing electives from a broad and 
varying selection. Such electives include Creative Nonfiction Workshop, Fiction Writing I, Reviewing the 
Arts, Writing Comedy, Poetry Workshop: Performance, Literary Magazine Editing: Columbia Poetry Review, 
and many others. Students also are encouraged to take elective courses in the visual and performing arts, 
and in New Media. 

  

Upon successful completion of the Poetry program, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a familiarity with the common language of the discipline of poetry writing. 
• Demonstrate a familiarity with how open the discipline of poetry is to new modes of expression. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of major movements of the history of poetry and its subgenres. 
• Use a variety of techniques, forms, and revision strategies to create effective poetry. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between effective reading and effective writing. 
• Perform reasonably close readings of works of poetry by 1) analyzing relevant literary elements in 

poetry (discursive techniques, themes, forms/subgenres, stylistic choices, or other literary devices 
common to poetry), and 2) making appropriate reference to relevant texts and contexts. 

• Demonstrate a meaningful ability to participate in contemporary conversations on social and 
cultural change. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the literary marketplace and processes crucial to publishing their 
writing. 

• Apply creative problem-solving, effective written and oral communications, and critical thinking to 
their preparation for graduate studies, writing-related careers, and other professions. 
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Public Relations, BA 

  

Students majoring in Public Relations learn to shape the messages that influence public opinion, attitudes 
and behaviors. Students experience a real-world curriculum, developing portfolio-ready work in the 
classroom. Throughout their studies, Columbia will endeavor to provide PR majors with multiple 
opportunities to secure top internships, network with industry thought leaders, utilize cutting edge media 
tools and platforms, enter industry competitions, develop leadership skills, and participate in our award-
winning chapter of the Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA). The Public Relations BA aims 



to equip students with the skills and knowledge necessary for career success in the agency, corporate, 
government, and non-profit sectors. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Radio, BA 

  

The Radio major provides students with a comprehensive education in radio and audio media with a focus 
on innovation and creativity in terrestrial radio, online, streaming and web-based audio in a multimedia 
environment. Technologies such as social media, computer automation systems and advanced production 
software are integrated throughout the curriculum to prepare students to engage in the most current 
applications across digital platforms. The curriculum emphasizes core skills and knowledge for on-air talent, 
writing, producing, production and creative content programming in the arts and entertainment fields. 
Students create a body of work that can be used as an audio resume when seeking employment. Specialty 
courses and a wide range of electives allow students to pursue individual areas of interest in sportscasting, 
voice over, radio theater, documentary, and radio storytelling, as well as club dj mixes for live entertainment 
venues. Faculty who work in the industry as talent, writers, producers, production experts and program 
directors provide teaching, advising and mentorship throughout the program. 

  

All Radio majors complete at least one semester working at the award-winning WCRX 88.1 FM and 
wcrxfm.com, giving all students experience in both broadcast radio and online media. Students receive 
individual guidance while learning to be on-air show hosts, producers, music curators, sportscasters, 
newscasters, production directors and social media/web content directors. After completing one semester, 
students can propose a new music, talk, news or sports program to further develop their unique voice and 
talent. With a strong sense of responsibility to the community and a mission to create future media leaders, 
WCRX students engage in annual fundraising events for charity and participate in special programs in the 
public interest such as election night coverage.   WCRX 88.1 FM has won numerous awards, including "Best 
College Radio Station" from New York Festivals international competition and the "Best in Festival" award 
from Broadcast Education Association international competition.  WCRX was named one of the nine top 
college radio stations by the Huffington Post and one of the top 10 college radio stations by the Washington 
Post. 

  

The Radio internship program, one of the oldest and largest in the country, places students in commercial, 
public, internet and satellite radio, as well as in production and voice-over companies. Individual advising is 
provided to assess student interest and help secure an internship placement. All qualified students are 
assigned an internship if requested. 

  

The Radio Department offers a Second Bachelor of Arts, and two radio minors: a Radio minor program for 
specialized study in radio and audio media and a minor in Voiceover. 
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Social Media and Digital Strategy, BA 

  

The Social Media and Digital Strategy degree responds to growing demand for social media and digital 
strategy professionals in the arts, media, entertainment, fashion, retail, start-up businesses, nonprofits, 
government and beyond.  The major prepares students to be digital storytellers creating content across 
multiple platforms.  Students conduct digital research; explore consumer motivations; interpret and manage 
analytics; develop content strategies; engage audiences; and create multi-media journalistic, public 
relations, advertising and marketing materials in both case and applied real life practicums.  The curriculum 
draws from three departments-Business & Entrepreneurship, Communication and Media Innovation, and 
Interactive Arts & Media-as well as expertise and resources across the college. There are often internship 
opportunities available in this field, providing students with real world experience. 
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Sports Management, BA 

  

The BA in Sports Management aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills to pursue careers in the 
sports industry. Students learn the fundamental concepts in talent management, sponsorship, and revenue 
generating strategies. The sports management major provides students opportunities to think 
entrepreneurially and to develop leadership skills valued by today's sports organizations. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful Sports Management graduates should be able to: 

• Identify opportunities for effective collaborations with other arts and entertainment industry events, 
programming, and initiatives. 

• Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to identify and create entrepreneurial opportunities 
within the sports industries. 

• Apply best practices analysis to past, current and future sports industry events and initiatives to 
ensure alignment and compliance with current industry standards and practices 

• Manage various and diverse organizations and professionals in the ever-expanding sports industry. 
• Formulate policy and exercise executive decision-making capabilities related to venue selection, 

management, athlete engagement, budgeting, contracts, legal issues, marketing, and promotion 
initiatives.  

  



A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Sports Management. 
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Television, BA 

  

Television Department Mission Statement 

Our mission is to offer an education in Television that balances creativity, technology, and ethics in an 
environment of collaboration and support for the individual creative voice. We provide industry-oriented 
opportunities through process and project centered education and are committed to preparing a student for 
both life and career. Television is the medium that best captures and reflects the culture of our time. Our 
students contribute to both local and global communities as they inform, entertain, and inspire us all. 

  

Curricular Structure 

The Television BA begins with a set of core courses that provide a firm foundation in television history and 
ethics, television production and editing, and television producing and writing. These areas of learning 
prepare all of our majors to proceed to their chosen concentration in one of four areas: Writing/Producing, 
Production/Directing, Post-Production/Effects, and Internet and Mobile Media.  Each concentration offers a 
set of selected courses that emphasizes storytelling and that builds skills in specific areas, culminating in a 
chosen capstone experience: working on one of the departmental shows, working in a professional setting at 
an internship, or participating in our Semester in Los Angeles Program. 

  

  

Internet and Mobile Media 

The Internet and Mobile Media concentration emphasizes writing, producing, production and strategic 
distribution of episodic and standalone content for emerging media platforms including branded 
entertainment, webisodes, interactive and YouTube video. Students in this concentration produce 
individually directed and collaborative projects that leverage the power of analytics and social media 
platforms to distribute dynamic content to web and mobile devices. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool  

  



Post-Production and Effects 

Post-production is the creative stage of development when visuals, audio, graphics and effects are 
combined and polished in service of a video-based story. Post-production completes the process of bringing 
the creative vision to the screen. In this concentration, students learn the skills involved with advanced 
editing, motion graphics and visual effects. Students work in a wide variety of genres, on individual 
productions and on programs produced potentially for broadcast television, as well as for internet and 
mobile. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool  

  

Production and Directing 

The Production and Directing concentration teaches students a wide variety of techniques for studio and 
location production for both single and multiple camera shoots. Students produce work in multiple 
environments including studios, remote truck and in the field. Directors learn to analyze a script or scenario 
and bring creative vision to the screen. The concentration covers multiple facets of directing, from planning 
and executing a compelling visual style to developing strategies for working with actors to create and build 
complex characters. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool  

  

Writing and Producing 

The Writing and Producing concentration offers the array of skills necessary to drive the creative television 
production process. In the television industry the writer/producer is the person-in-charge who creates new 
programs, develops new series, and oversees every phase of production from the idea stage through 
marketing and distribution. Students in this concentration will be introduced to the television development 
process, will practice producing programs of different genres, and will engage deeply in every aspect of 
scriptwriting: developing characters, writing dialogue and creating the ongoing storylines that drive episodic 
television. 
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Theatre Design, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Design emphasizes design as a collaborative process that requires close 
cooperation among each designer, the director, the technical team, and the performers. 



  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate a working understanding that design is a collaborative process that requires close 
cooperation between the designers, the director, technical team, and performers on a theatrical 
production. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with multiple design disciplines (costume, lighting or scenic design) though 
students may focus their work in one area. 

• Demonstrate a fluent knowledge of technical theatre and theatrical drawing, including rendering 
and drafting. 

• Articulate knowledge of art and theatre history and dramatic theory. 
• Have experienced a range of production responsibilities provided to the theatrical design students 

by the ample opportunities to work on Departmental productions. 
  

Students may focus their work in the area of costumes, lighting, or scenic design, but they must take classes 
in each area to gain familiarity with all three design disciplines. Classes are also required in the areas of 
makeup, technical theatre, rendering and drawing, art and theatre history, and beginning acting. There are 
ample opportunities for students to work on departmental productions, from the bare-bones workshop level 
to fully budgeted main stage shows. In addition, assistant design and internship opportunities are available 
to work on productions in the larger Chicago theatre community. These opportunities often become available 
through the influence of our faculty of working professionals. Upon graduation, students with a B.A. in 
Theatre Design will have developed a strong portfolio of work that can be used to seek admission to 
graduate school or to look for work in professional theatre. 
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Theatre Technology, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Technology will provide students with a comprehensive overview of the 
practice of technical theatre and production and stage management. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate the ability to facilitate the work of designers in multiple design disciplines (costume, 
lighting or scenic design). 

• Demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively with all theatre artists within a theatrical production. 
• Be able to articulate a working knowledge of theatre history and dramatic theory. 
• Have experienced a range of production responsibilities provided to the technical theatre students 

by the ample opportunities to work on Departmental productions. 
  

We emphasize theatre as a collaborative process that requires close cooperation among all members of a 
production team. Students take classes that advance their technical knowledge of sound, costumes, lighting, 



and scenic construction to prepare them to facilitate the work of designers. Students may focus their 
learning through classes in stage management, scenic or costume construction, and technical direction. 
Classes in theatre history, beginning acting, and theatre design provide breadth. There are ample 
opportunities for students to work on departmental productions as stage managers, technical directors, or 
production managers, from the bare-bones workshop level to fully budgeted main stage shows. In addition, 
freelance and internship opportunities are available for students to work on productions in the larger Chicago 
theater community. These opportunities often become available through the influence of our faculty and staff 
of working professionals. Upon graduation, students who earn a B.A. in Theatre Technology have developed 
a strong resume of practical experiences that can be used to seek admission to graduate school or to look 
for work in professional theatre. 
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Theatre, BA 

  

The Bachelor of Arts in Theatre will provide students with a comprehensive overview of the theory and 
practice of contemporary Western theatre and an introduction to global performance traditions. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate an applicable approach to acting. 
• Articulate, in verbal and written form, a basic but applicable knowledge of theatre design. 
• Articulate, in verbal and written form, an understanding of theatre history and the analysis of play 

texts. 
• Articulate a comprehensive understanding of the creation, planning, mounting, and promotion of a 

theatrical production. 
• Demonstrate an applied understanding of how to market themselves (and, in essence, their 

theatrical skills and/or knowledge) for graduate schools or the professional marketplace. 
  

This degree is particularly designed for students wishing to pursue careers in teaching, dramaturgy, and 
theatre management and administration. It provides a solid knowledge and experience base for students 
planning on continuing their education in a graduate program. 

  

Students will study theatrical processes from a variety of perspectives in order to gain an understanding of, 
and experience in, the work of the various disciplines involved in mounting theatrical productions. To that 
end, students will take courses in developing performance skills, theoretical and historical study, the art and 
craft of design and technical theatre, and the conceptual and organizational skills involved in directing for the 
theater. At every opportunity, students are encouraged to put into practice what they are learning in the 
classroom through hands-on engagement in the preparation and presentation of performances produced in 
the department. In the classroom, students work with a faculty of working professionals who bring their 
experience to the art, craft, and business of the theater. This pragmatic approach prepares students to face 
the challenging realities of making a life in the performing arts. Students graduate with knowledge of how to 



look for work, with the desire and ability to do the work, and with an understanding of the need to grow as an 
artist beyond graduation. 
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Visual Arts Management, BA 

  

The BA in Visual Arts Management equips students with the knowledge and skills to pursue careers in 
exhibition development, gallery and museum management. Students learn how to manage and lead visual 
arts organizations with an emphasis on entrepreneurial thinking and leadership. The visual arts 
management major combines theory and practice by providing students with a hands-on gallery 
management experience. 

  

The full-time and adjunct faculty of more than 100 renowned academics and creative professionals integrate 
current industry practices into the classroom. With over 700 business and entrepreneurship students and a 
global network of alumni, the program has a major influence in the field of arts, entertainment, and media 
management worldwide. 

  

Successful Visual Arts Management graduates should be able to: 

• Manage creative organizations and professionals in the business of visual arts. 
• Combine critical thinking, problem solving and communication skills to the entrepreneurial 

development of visual arts. 
• Analyze trends, opportunities, and challenges in visual arts industries to compete successfully in a 

rapidly changing global business environment. 
• Apply fundamental project management principles to curatorial, exhibition, and gallery 

management challenges. 
• Articulate potential management-related career paths in the visual arts field and identify the skills, 

knowledge and experience necessary for success.  
  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 

  

For students who have earned a Bachelors degree previously, Columbia offers a Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Visual Arts Management. 
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Writing for Performance, BA 



  

The Bachelor of Arts in Writing for Performance combines writing practice with a hands-on, collaborative 
approach to theatre. Students are immersed in writing with an emphasis on developing their individual 
voices and getting their work performed aloud as early and often as possible. Students take classes in 
writing practice, theatre performance, and dramatic theory as the core of the major. Opportunities for, and 
the expectation of participation in, staged readings and workshop productions provide a necessary public 
forum for student work. 
 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate ability in dramatic writing technique, including skills in character development, conflict, 
theatricality, structure, and dialogue. 

• Demonstrate a sense of personal vision and artistic voice supported by completed work that 
displays advanced dramatic writing skills. 

• Make evident a fundamental understanding of the roles of all artistic and technical collaborators in 
a performance. 

• Articulate knowledge of theatre history and dramatic theory. 
• Show fluency in reading and critiquing dramatic literature and effective communication skills orally 

and in writing. 
• Comprehend the local and national landscape of contemporary theatre and performance for 

development, funding, workshops, etc., enabling entry into the professional theatre community and 
initiating of artistic associations. 

• Be acquainted with international theatre aesthetics. 
• Complete a portfolio of work in various playwriting forms i.e. Monologue, Ten-Minute, one-act, 

devised, and, at least, one full-length play. 
 
Upon graduation, students will have developed a body of work that has been tested in the laboratory of live 
theatre. This work should be of the quality to be submitted confidently for admission to graduate school or 
for seeking productions in professional theatre. 
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Bachelor of Fine Arts 

Acting with International Performance Study, BFA 

  

The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Acting with International Performance Study provides students with not only the 
requisite performance skills but also a multitude of practical experiences in Chicago and abroad, providing 
the opportunity to prepare for a career as a global artist, equally adept at interpretation or creation, in 
classical work as well as the most current media practice. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 



• Demonstrate a strong integration and practice of the requisite acting, voice and movement skills to 
successfully perform in a variety of performance styles. This will include performance work in 
different media: on camera, voice over and animation and devised work. 

• Display the collaborative skills necessary to be a vital, proactive part of the ensemble: in the 
classroom, in production, in the profession. 

• Exhibit the ability to analyze texts for performance and research. 
• Articulate through oral and written work a working knowledge of theatre history and its seminal 

practitioners. 
• Develop a strategy for entering the profession and sustaining a career through the creation of a 

business model for self-management as a performer/theatre maker. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of contemporary European performance practice that deepens their skill 

set and broadens their professional opportunities. 
  

Each student will receive personalized instruction and ample production/performance opportunities, several 
exclusive to the BFA cohort. Our program capacities are intentionally small to ensure individual attention, 
honing both the skills of the solo player as well as ensuring a strong commitment to an ensemble ethos. 
Progressively intense training in voice, movement and acting styles culminates in a study of International 
Western Theatre practices at Rose Bruford College of Theatre and Performance during the required Study 
Abroad Semester. A customized curriculum focusing on training in Shakespearean techniques and 
Contemporary British Drama has been created for the Study Abroad semester. Following that experience 
the BFA cohort returns to Chicago to create and perform a new work or present a contemporary European 
script, synthesizing the techniques and insights acquired over the course of study in this highly structured, 
rigorous program. 

  

The BFA speaks to and meets the needs of the 21st century professional actor with its emphasis on 
immersing the actor in training that is European as well as American based. This wider focus is intended to 
help the BFA actor who graduates from our program to be able to operate on a global stage and to be 
familiar with the latest creative trends that link the interactive and international acting/directing community. 

  

BFA students are regularly evaluated to monitor their levels of achievement, progress and suggest 
directions for growth. Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA in their major, complete the performance 
requirements, and demonstrate continued development in order to continue in the BFA program. 
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Cinema Art + Science, BFA 

  

The BFA is designed specifically to help students meet the qualification for direct entry to the profession and 
is built around extensive modeling of professional practice integrated with research and collaborative 
production of thesis work. Students can earn a BFA with a concentration in Cinematography, Directing, 
Editing and Post-Production, Sound for Cinema, Cinema Visual Effects, Producing, Production Design or 
Screenwriting. Any student who completes the required first three semesters for a concentration or transfer 
equivalents will be eligible to apply to the BFA in that concentration during their fourth semester. Entry to the 



BFA is by selection after evaluation of department course work and film production completed in the first 
three semesters of the BA. 

Cinematography 

Students seeking a Cinema Art + Science BFA may choose a concentration in Cinematography. The goal of 
the cinematography program is to give students a pre-professional level of knowledge and competence 
necessary to conceive and create images for the screen in relationship to story. 
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Cinema Visual Effects 

Students seeking a BFA in Cinema Art + Science may choose a concentration in Cinema Visual Effects. 
This specialized area of study combines analytical and practical application of technical, creative and 
physiological studies in support of creating cinematic stories. 
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Directing 

Students seeking a BFA in Cinema Art + Science may choose a concentration in Directing. This 
concentration is designed to provide training and practice in all aspects of fictional directing, with course 
offerings that allow students to study the craft of directing through the eyes of and in collaboration with 
screenwriters, casting directors, editors, cinematographers, production designers and others. 
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Editing and Post-production 

Students seeking a BFA in Cinema Art + Science may choose a concentration in Editing and Post-
Production. This concentration prepares students for careers in editing for picture, sound and other related 
post-production specializations of cinematic storytelling. 
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Producing 

The BFA with a Producing concentration centers on a passion for storytelling.  The curriculum balances 
creativity with business acumen and production management skills.  The learning culminates in a thesis 
consisting of a finished short film, a slate of feature films ready for the marketplace, and a Semester in Los 
Angeles or Chicago-based Independent Study. 
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Production Design 

Students seeking a Cinema Art + Science BFA may choose a concentration in Production Design.  The 
Production Design concentration offers students the opportunity to develop the creative and problem solving 
skills necessary for professional level design of sets, props, and special effects as well as the collaborative 
skills necessary to work with directors, cinematographers, and producers. 
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Screenwriting 

Students seeking a BFA in Cinema Art + Science may choose a concentration in Screenwriting. The 
concentration offers students the opportunity to develop the understanding and skills to translate stories into 
both cinematic and emotional experiences for the audience. 

  

Degree Requirements | 4 Year Planning Tool | Transfer Planning Tool  

  

Sound for Cinema 

Students seeking a BFA in Cinema Art + Science may choose a concentration in Sound for Cinema. The 
concentration prepares students to handle the various audio steps involved in pre-production, production, 
post-production and the release of the motion picture. 
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Computer Animation, BFA 



  

The BFA degree in Computer Animation is offered as a professional degree. The educational experience 
and subsequent body of work reflect three areas of success in the animation profession: (a) a capstone 
animated film created in a collaborative, team-oriented setting, (b) an animated short created as a solo 
thesis project, and (c) additional courses in critical studies, story, advanced CG animation, and the technical 
facility that seeks to prepare students for immediate entry into the professional world. 

  

Submission Guidelines 

Students can apply to be accepted into the BFA program once they have earned 45 credit hours. Each 
student must submit a brief document stating their intention to apply for the BFA along with their projected 
future goals. They will then participate in an advising session and provide a portfolio for review, which should 
include examples of all department course and project work completed to date. The review will be conducted 
by the coordinators of the Animation Program along with invited faculty from the Cinema Art + Science 
Department. 
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Dance, BFA 

  

The BFA program is a nationally respected academic program intended for students with professional 
aspirations in dance, and includes a variety of courses that, in their breadth and depth, prepare students to 
enter the field as young artists. At 78 credit hours required within the department, the demands of the BFA 
program are significant. The possibility of a minor in another subject within the standard four-year course 
study is diminished on this track. The BFA is most appropriate for students who wish to make a definitive 
commitment to dance and who have demonstrated clear aptitude for the physical and intellectual demands 
of the field. Acceptance into the BFA program is by application only. Applications to the BFA are accepted 
early in the spring semester. 

  

Students graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Arts from The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago will 
be able to: 

• Demonstrate accomplishment as contemporary dancers with significant physical proficiencies in 
two or more dance forms 

• Devise choreographic processes that reflect, interrogate, and inform their personal, political, and/or 
artistic values 

• Critically analyze dance as it occurs on stage and screen, in social settings, and in performances of 
everyday life 

• Design, present, and evaluate concept-based dance curriculum using pedagogical practices that 
reflect an understanding of cultural, social, emotional, intellectual, and physical learning 

• Connect their knowledge of dance with discourses in other fields of study and with entrepreneurial 
strategies for sustained engagement in the field 

  



Performance Standards 

The Dance Department expects exemplary effort and accomplishment from our BFA candidates. Failure to 
meet one or more of the following expectations will result in review of a candidate's continuation within the 
BFA program. BFA candidates must: 

Pass all required courses with grades of 'C' or better and maintain a minimum 3.0 GPA. 

• Advance through technical requirements in a timely manner. 
• (BFA students will demonstrate continuing development as dancers. Typically BFA students will 

advance one level each year.) 
• Exhibit full engagement and presence in their artistic and scholarly practices and conduct 

themselves in a manner beneficial to their own and others' education. 
  

Transfer Students Seeking a BFA in Dance 

Transfer students seeking the BFA degree earn a minimum of 45 credits at Columbia and at least 15 of 
those must be toward major requirements. Any prior dance courses at a previous institution will be evaluated 
for equivalency with Columbia College's Dance Department requirements. 
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Fashion Design, BFA 

  

The mission of the Fashion Studies Department at Columbia College Chicago is to provide a 
comprehensive, integrated education designed to support a wide range of career opportunities in fashion. 
The curriculum helps students develop a broad range of practical, aesthetic, and intellectual skills, devised 
to anticipate and incorporate the ongoing changes synonymous with the dynamic nature of the international 
fashion industry. Our faculty is comprised of industry professionals, designers, and scholars who are active 
practitioners in their field of expertise and share their wealth of real-world experiences in the classroom. In 
Fashion Studies the students work in collaboration with the faculty to co-author their course of study and 
actualize their career aspirations. 
 
The BFA in Fashion Design is an 81 credit hour professional course of study in the major that focuses on 
intensive work in fashion design. The BFA is further distinguished by a candidacy procedure whereby 
students must apply to the BFA after 45 credits of college-wide coursework, which must include 33 credits in 
the BA in Fashion Design major and minimum of GPA of 3.0. Students in the BFA are required to complete 
a senior thesis composed of a substantial body of work that elaborates a particular theme, idea, or 
professional area of practice. The senior thesis may take many forms: design collection, installation, or other 
forms approved by the faculty. 
 
Students who successfully complete this program should be able to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of and application evidenced by the ability to effectively interpret 
and express art and/or design concepts and solutions in written/verbal/visual/sensorial format. 

• Effectively apply materials, techniques, technology, vocabulary/terminology relative to desired end 
product and solution. 



• Demonstrate an understanding and application of the history, theory, context, and practice of 
fashion, art, and design evidenced by the ability to contextualize thoughts and ideas in reference to 
socio-historical context as it applies to concept, practice, and product. 

• Apply the above referenced skills and abilities in conjunction with creative problem solving, concept 
development, and design execution. 

• Describe, analyze, interpret, and contextualize their work and the work of others. 
• Develop and maintain effective, ethical, professional and sustainable work habits (including time 

management, project organization, and awareness of environmentally sensitive working practices). 
• Develop and present a succinct, cohesive, professional body of work. 

 
Fashion is a complex field of study and ultimately reflects and shapes the aesthetic taste, social status, 
political mood, economic condition, and technical achievements of society through the personal expression 
of dress. Fashion as an industry requires skills in research, production, merchandising, and marketing. This 
curriculum gives students the opportunity to explore creativity and practicality. The BFA degree aims to 
prepare students with the skill-sets to better understand the variety of career tracks available in the fashion 
industry. Students participate in a true fashion experience throughout their education with exposure to 
recognized guest designers, industry leaders, and accomplished alumni, and through fashion competitions, 
presentations, and exhibitions. 
 
Students seeking to enter the BFA program in Fashion Design must apply to the Fashion Studies 
Department. A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework. 
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Fiction, BFA 

  

Upon successful completion of the BFA program in Fiction, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a familiarity with the common language of the discipline of fiction writing. 
• Use a variety of narrative techniques, written forms, and revision strategies to create effective 

fiction. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between effective reading and effective writing. 
• Demonstrate a familiarity with how open fiction is to new modes of expression. 
• Perform reasonably close readings of works of fiction by 1) analyzing relevant literary elements in 

fiction (narrative techniques, themes, forms/subgenres, stylistic choices, or other literary devices 
common to fiction), and 2) making appropriate reference to relevant texts and contexts. 
Demonstrate knowledge of the literary marketplace and processes crucial to publishing their 
writing. 

• Demonstrate a meaningful ability to participate in contemporary conversations on social and 
cultural change. 

• Apply creative problem-solving, effective written and oral communications, and critical thinking to 
their preparation for graduate studies, writing-related careers, and other professions. 

• Assemble a Writer's Portfolio which shows evidence of understanding of purpose, originality of 
conception, engaging subject matter, developed technique, and is of publishable quality, and 
professional in appearance. 



• Demonstrate knowledge of the literary marketplace and processes crucial to publishing their 
writing. 

• Exhibit a sound understanding of related theory and practice in a BFA thesis of publishable and 
professional quality. 
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Fine Arts, BFA 

  

The Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Fine Arts program offers opportunities to develop the capacity for 
ideation, expression and production. Students are encouraged to develop a strong studio practice 
supporting the creation of images, objects, visual, spatial and time-based experiences. The faculty is 
comprised of nationally and internationally recognized artists active in the field and committed to teaching, 
research and lifelong learning. The philosophy stresses technical skills informed by ideas, a firm grounding 
in making, linkage to conceptualization and art theory and criticism, and the need for work to show 
awareness of contemporary issues. Courses in drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, digital practices, 
performance art, as well as a variety of contemporary theory and history courses fosters an environment in 
which students can explore and expand methodologies to refine their personal voice and vision. Exhibitions, 
student organization events, as well as the Professional Practices course assist graduating seniors with 
effective knowledge and preparation for the transition from student to professional artist. 
 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Synthesize the appropriate knowledge, skills, materials, technical processes, research methods, 
and theories, and apply these to the making of individual and collaborative work. 

• Analyze, describe, interpret, contextualize, and constructively critique one's own work and the work 
of others. 

• Communicate ideas with confidence with relevance to socio-historical perspectives and in the 
context of art and design history and theory as it applies to the concepts, issues and practices of 
our times. 

• Present in multiple contexts, such as through the preparation of portfolios and exhibitions, a 
concise, cohesive, critically edited body of work based on contemporary practices and historical 
precedents. 

  
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework, and a CGPA of 3.0 or higher is required in the 
major for BFA candidates. 
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Graphic Design, BFA 

  



The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design program seeks to provide students with a rigorous, 
professionally focused education in visual communications. In addition to creating strong visuals, graphic 
designers create meaning and emotional responses in messages that influence choices we make in our 
daily lives. The program encourages a foundation of design research, forming a basis for visual creation with 
significant emphasis on creating unique concepts, creative solutions, and outcomes that are client specific. 

  

Students will be challenged to demonstrate a broad understanding of issues in relation to cognitive, social, 
cultural, technological and economic concepts. 

 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Describe, analyze, and interpret visual communications within the social, historical and theoretical 
contexts. 

• Understand software for print, web and new media and gain the ability to seek out new uses for 
emerging technologies. 

• Use advanced skills in typography, layout, information design, packaging design and other 
applications to create clear and dynamic visual communication. 

• Apply primary and secondary research methods in the conceptualization and solution of design 
problems. 

• Present a succinct, cohesive, critically edited and interpreted body of work. 
 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework, and a CGPA of 3.0 or higher is required in the 
major for BFA candidates. 
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Illustration, BFA 

 
The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Illustration program seeks to prepare students in the most current expressions 
of the illustrative arts. With a developed background in visual design and fine arts, illustrators may direct 
their pursuits and careers in various directions. Possible career paths include book and magazine 
publishing, advertising, company literature, packaging, television, commercial and feature film industries. 
The program seeks to provide students with critical thinking skills and strategies necessary to conceptualize 
and articulate ideas with appropriate media and to organize compositions to greater enhance 
communication. Studio and lecture courses expose students to the history and contemporary practice of 
illustration. 

  

Students will be challenged to demonstrate a broad understanding of issues in relation to cognitive, social, 
cultural, technological, and economic contexts. 
 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Communicate an idea or a theory to an audience in a clear, dynamic manner based on informed 
decisions. 



• Apply materials, techniques, technology, and concepts to the vocabulary/terminology relative to 
digital and traditional illustration in a professional and advanced capacity. 

• Demonstrate an advanced proficiency in the creation and development of effective images. 
• Demonstrate skills and knowledge of digital/traditional techniques and vocabulary. 
• Demonstrate scholarship of illustration theories and practices from an historical perspective with a 

specialized knowledge of visual communications. 
• Present a succinct, cohesive, critically edited and interpreted body of work. 

 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework, and a CGPA of 3.0 or higher is required in the 
major for BFA candidates. 
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Interior Architecture, BFA 

  

The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Interior Architecture program, accredited by the Council of Interior Design 
Accreditation (CIDA), seeks to provide education in design principles, visual and spatial conventions, and 
professional practice. Interior architects create environments that are visually engaging and supportive of 
client requirements while manipulating interior space, furniture and finishes to serve functional requirements 
and conceptual/artistic ends. In the college's state of the art fabrication facility, students may physically 
explore potential spatial solutions. Internships further knowledge of the design profession and build students' 
professional networks. Through coursework and within a community of peers, students can build the skills 
and portfolio necessary for an entry-level design position and the NCIDQ exam. 

  

Program graduates are qualified to undertake the National Council for Interior Design Accreditation (NCIDQ) 
exam which, upon passage, may lead to licensed/titled status. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Work through the critical phases of the design process, as established and required within 
professional interior architecture practice. 

• Participate as an entry-level professional within the architecture and design community with a 
competent level of creative, intellectual, and technical skills as required by CIDA (Council for 
Interior Design Accreditation). 

• Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of the built environment and its physiological, 
psychological, and social effects on the user to assure that health, life safety, welfare, and 
sustainability concerns are integrated. 

• Have an understanding of design tools (design concept, circulation patterns, overall atmosphere, 
materials, lighting) that enhance the built environment and support the client's intention. 

• Be qualified, with the addition of two years professional experience, to sit for the NCIDQ (National 
Council for Interior Design Qualification) exam. 

• Present a succinct, cohesive, critically edited and interpreted body of work. 



  
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework, and a CGPA of 3.0 or higher is required in the 
major for BFA candidates. 
 
For students who have already earned a Bachelor's degree in another field, the Second Bachelor of Arts in 
Interior Architecture is available. 
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Musical Theatre Performance, BFA 

  

The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theatre Performance provides a rigorous, intensive, professionally 
oriented education in the skills and discipline of musical theatre. 
 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Create a psychologically and physically credible character through research, text analysis, 
rehearsal and exploration and synthesize characterization onstage as an actor, singer and dancer. 

• Employ musicianship, strong vocal technique and finesse, dance technique and ability as additional 
means of characterization that further the dramatic life of the scene. 

• Develop song interpretation and musical role preparation abilities in a wide variety of styles and 
formats. 

• Learn and practice proper dance technique and terminology in Ballet, Jazz, Tap and Musical 
Theatre styles. 

• Have an advanced knowledge of musical theatre repertory and history. 
• Cultivate successful audition technique with attention to professional practices while developing a 

thorough understanding of the business of performing as well as rehearsal skills and performance 
etiquette. 

 
Working closely with the Music Department, we emphasize the synthesis of acting, singing, and dancing in 
order to prepare students for the demands of a field in which the "triple threat" performer often gets the job. 
Students take a sequence of courses in acting and theatre history, dance techniques and styles, and singing 
and musicianship, as well as courses that integrate the individual areas of study. 
 
At every opportunity, students are encouraged to put into practice what they learn in the classroom through 
hands-on engagement in the preparation and presentation of performances produced in the department. 
 
Students are required to audition for musical theatre productions and non-musical plays. In the classroom, 
students work with a faculty of professionals in the field, who bring their expertise to the art, craft, and 
business of the theatre. This pragmatic approach prepares students to face the challenging realities of 
making a life in the performing arts. 
 
Students graduate with knowledge of how to seek work in the industry, employ their skills and with the 
understanding of the need to grow as an artist as they pursue a career in professional musical theatre. 
 
BFA students are regularly evaluated to monitor their levels of achievement, progress and suggest 
directions for growth. Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA in their major, complete the performance 



requirements, and demonstrate continued development in order to continue in the BFA program. 
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Television Executive Producing and Entrepreneurship, 
BFA 

  

The BFA in Television Executive Producing and Entrepreneurship addresses the growing need to prepare 
students for launching and managing entertainment projects while maintaining creative control of their 
productions. Today's studios, networks, and independent production companies seek creatives with sound 
business acumen and entrepreneurial thinking. This program fulfills that need while also teaching students 
how to create their own opportunities for employment and engagement with the television and digital media 
industry. 
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Theatre Directing, BFA 

  

The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre Directing is structured to provide an intensive study of the art and 
discipline of directing for theatre. 

  

Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate a broad knowledge in and appreciation for all areas of theatre practice. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the theory and practice of directing necessary for the preparation 

of a script, the planning and execution of rehearsals, and collaborating with actors and designers in 
the service of their direction of a full-length play. 

• Demonstrate the organizational skills necessary to mount credible productions of scripted and 
original material. 

• Demonstrate fluency in the discipline-wide study of theatrical production and design, vocal and 
physical training, acting skills and theatre history. 

• Have directed a one-act play and at least one full-length play. 
• Have a completed portfolio that has charted their growth and accomplishments as directors. 

  

Students are encouraged to select material that challenges their assumptions but engages their being. The 
BFA in Theatre Directing requires discipline-wide study in theatrical production and design, vocal and 
physical training, acting skills, and theatre history; and it deepens this learning through sequenced classes in 
directing, text analysis, and dramaturgy, as well as providing more opportunities for the student to direct full-



length plays. Electives in Theatre Management, and in specific areas of theatre practice, provide breadth. 
Through advanced capstone classes and a reflective portfolio process, the BFA student is offered the 
opportunity to synthesize this learning in preparation for a career in professional theatre or study at the 
graduate level. 

  

In the classroom, students work with a faculty of working professionals who bring their pragmatic approach 
to the art, craft, and business of theatre. In production, we stress collaboration as students work closely with 
their peers to rehearse and prepare  plays for performance. The practical experience and responsibility of 
producing plays for performance is in itself a large step toward mastery; no other undergraduate program in 
the country that we know of offers the student more opportunities to put this work into practice. 

  

BFA students are required to maintain a portfolio that charts their growth and accomplishments as directors. 
Faculty members will regularly meet with each student to discuss progress and suggest directions for 
growth. Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA in their major and show continued development as directors in 
order to continue in the program. 
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Traditional Animation, BFA 

  

The BFA degree in Traditional Animation is offered as a professional degree. The educational experience 
and subsequent body of work reflect three areas of success in the animation profession: (a) a capstone 
animated film created in a collaborative, team-oriented setting, (b) an animated short created as a solo 
thesis project, and (c) additional courses in critical studies, story, classic art, advanced animation, and the 
technical facility that seeks to prepare students for immediate entry into the professional world. 

  

Submission Guidelines 

Students can apply to be accepted into the BFA program once they have earned 45 credit hours. Each 
student must submit a brief document stating their intention to apply for the BFA along with their projected 
future goals. They will then participate in an advising session and provide a portfolio for review, which should 
include examples of all department course and project work completed to date. The review will be conducted 
by the coordinators of the Animation Program along with invited faculty from the Cinema Art + Science 
Department. 
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Bachelor of Music 



Composition, BMus 

  

In addition to study of the fundamentals of musicianship and music literacy addressed in the core curriculum, 
Bachelor of Music students complete coursework structured to develop their understanding of music making 
and a body of work consistent with the repertoire and performance practice of the particular degree and 
concentration. Students may pursue a Bachelor of Music degree in the following majors: Composition, 
Contemporary Urban and Popular Music, and Performance. All Bachelor of Music candidates must apply to 
and be accepted into this degree program in the Music Department. 

  

The BMus in Composition includes a series of sequential courses designed to address skills specific to 
composers as well as to achieve fluency in the use of tools needed by a professional musician. The program 
focuses extensively on 20th- and 21st-century compositional techniques, with a special focus on methods 
utilized by concert music composers since 1970. 

 
Upon successful completion of the B.Mus. in Composition, students should be able to: 

• Create original or arranged/transcribed music works and performance material for acoustic and/or 
electronic forces that meet or surpass the professional standards within the field in regard to 
theoretical and technical fluency. 

• Identify, analyze, emulate, and artistically elaborate on compositional systems from different 
historical periods, with an emphasis on 20th- and 21st-century compositional techniques. 

• Conduct rehearsals and/or performances of their own works or works by others, as well as play at 
least one acoustic instrument (minimum requirement: piano) at a moderate proficiency level in solo 
and/ or ensemble settings. 

• Produce a professional portfolio of performance material and high-quality recordings of original 
works that clearly demonstrates technical and theoretical knowledge within the field of music 
composition. 

• Competitively apply for graduate academic programs and/or entering-level professional positions 
within the field of music composition and related areas. 

  

With four levels of composition courses followed by private lessons in composition, the composition major 
sequence provides students with intensive training in the use of techniques and procedures to develop 
original compositions from concept to finished product. Students work with a variety of media, styles, and 
forms and apply the concepts learned in class to particular compositions. As part of their class work, 
students compose music in all main genres and styles of vocal, instrumental, and electronic music for public 
performance. Student composers are encouraged and facilitated in collaborating with students in film, 
dance, theatre, and other departments of Columbia College Chicago in creating film scores, music for dance 
and theatre performances, and other mixed media projects. Two levels of orchestration and two of 
counterpoint supplement the requirements for the Bachelor of Music in Composition. 
 
Other studies in music, such as jazz arranging, computer music, songwriting, film scoring, and piano 
complement our comprehensive curriculum in the form of required or elective courses. Students electing the 
Bachelor of Music in Composition degree program can select any of the upper-level courses as elective 
courses if they meet the prerequisites. 

  



A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework, and a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher is 
required in the major for all BMus candidates. 
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Contemporary Urban and Popular Music, BMus 

  

In addition to study of the fundamentals of musicianship and music literacy addressed in the core curriculum, 
Bachelor of Music students complete coursework structured to develop their understanding of music making 
and a body of work consistent with the repertoire and performance practice of the particular degree and 
concentration. Students may pursue a Bachelor of Music degree in the following majors: Composition, 
Contemporary Urban and Popular Music, and Performance. All Bachelor of Music candidates must apply to 
and be accepted into this degree program in the Music Department. 

  

The BMus in Contemporary, Urban, and Popular Music is an intensive, professionally-oriented degree 
dedicated to the creation, recording, performance and marketing of original music. The program includes 
specialized course work in theory, history, keyboard, arranging and orchestration, as well as dedicated 
course sequences in music business and music technology. 

 
Upon successful completion of this program, students should be able to: 

• Collaborate in the development of a commercially marketable original band, which produces a 
cohesive repertoire of original music, generates professional-quality recorded product and creates 
a live show worthy of an industry showcase. 

• Demonstrate, through musical performance, a mastery of a wide repertoire of popular music styles, 
and a practical familiarity with the essential genres that serve as historical and artistic precedent; 
apply the experiences gained through transcription, analysis, reproduction and performance to their 
own artistic vision. 

• Fluently communicate an understanding of music industry resources, contracts, career 
management and development, publishing and licensing, marketing vehicles and revenue streams. 

• Demonstrate a practical familiarity with Music Technology tools and software, sufficient to create 
and arrange professional-quality scores and multi-track demo recordings of their work. 

• Display an awareness of the place and time occupied by their own music in the context of the 
social, cultural, and stylistic developments of Popular Music from the early-20th century to the 
present, and critically assess artistic and technical aspects of their own and others' recorded and 
live performances. 

 
Through participation in various dedicated CUP ensembles and private lessons, students gain extensive 
experience in performing in a wide range of popular music styles. At the advanced level, CUP students 
undertake collaborative projects focused on the development, recording and performance of original work. 
Students are also encouraged to form their own projects both within and outside the CUP curriculum. 
 
The music technology sequence supplies the necessary skills for the contemporary musician in 
documenting their work at a professional level, while the music business sequence addresses the skills and 
resources needed to successfully manage a music career, with an understanding of the matrix of activities, 



promotional vehicles and revenue streams in the music industry, as well as fundamentals of career 
development and business acumen. 
 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework, and a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher is 
required in the major for all BMus candidates. 
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Performance, BMus 

  

In addition to study of the fundamentals of musicianship and music literacy addressed in the core curriculum, 
bachelor of Music students complete coursework structured to develop their understanding of music 
performance and a body of work consistent with the repertoire and performance practice of the particular 
degree and concentration. Students may pursue a Bachelor of Music degree in the following 
majors: Composition, Contemporary Urban and Popular Music, and Performance. All Bachelor of Music 
candidates must apply to and be accepted into this degree program in the Music Department. 
 
The Bachelor of Music degree in Performance is an intensive, professionally-oriented degree designed to 
prepare students for a professional career in music and to provide the foundational competencies and 
knowledge required for those who may choose to pursue graduate study in music. The degree provides 
professional training in the broad range of skills required of modern-day professional musicians within the 
context of traditional and contemporary practices and hands-on, practical applications in the discipline of 
music. Students may choose from three different concentrations: Vocal Performance, Instrumental 
Performance, and Jazz Studies. 
 
Upon successful completion of the core curriculum, students should be able to: 

• Fluently read and write traditional musical notation in solo and multi-part scores. 
• Communicate verbally and in writing about the fundamental materials of tonal harmony, including 

the melodic, harmonic, and textural standards associated with music of the common practice 
period; construct representative musical examples in a tonal idiom. 

• Demonstrate an embodied understanding of these musical materials, both vocally and on a 
keyboard instrument. 

• Discuss through spoken and written language the social, cultural, and aesthetic development of 
Western music from antiquity through the modern era; assess specific performances and works as 
related to those contexts. 

 
Bachelor of Music students in Performance must choose a concentration area in Vocal Performance, Jazz 
Studies, or Instrumental Performance. 
 
A grade of "C" or better is required in all major coursework, and a GPA of 3.0 or higher is required in the 
major for all BMus candidates. 

Instrumental Performance 

Upon completion of the B.Mus. in Performance with a Concentration in Instrumental Performance, students 
should be able to: 



• Employ advanced musicianship skills, repertoire, and stylistic practice in performance on the 
primary instrument. 

• Maintain a large personal performance repertoire and a portfolio of professional-quality recordings 
that will form the foundation of a professional performance career. 

• Compose and arrange music for a variety of instrumental ensembles utilizing a range of 
compositional techniques. 

• Employ a professional-level understanding of the analytical tools of music in the creation of 
expressive and coherent performances. 

• Demonstrate professional and forward-thinking pedagogical approaches to musical performance 
suitable to a variety of educational settings. 

• Enact a thorough and flexible business plan that fully supports a professional career. 
• Discuss through spoken and written language the social and historical contexts in which repertoire 

for the instrument has been created and critically evaluate the dominant narratives of the music's 
aesthetic and cultural development. 
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Jazz Studies 

Upon completion of the B.Mus. in Performance with a Concentration in Jazz Studies, students should be 
able to: 

• Perform and record original compositions and arrangements as the leader of a professional-quality 
ensemble, producing a body of work that will form the foundation of a professional performance 
career. 

• Participate in the ongoing evolution of traditional and modern jazz repertoire through composition, 
arranging, and performance. 

• Demonstrate professional and forward-thinking pedagogical approaches to jazz education suitable 
to a variety of educational settings. 

• Enact a thorough and flexible business plan that fully supports the student's professional goals. 
• Discuss through spoken and written language the social and historical contexts in which jazz has 

been created and critically evaluate the dominant narratives of the music's aesthetic and cultural 
development. 
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Vocal Performance 

Upon successful completion of the B.Mus. in Performance with a Concentration in Vocal Performance, 
students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate mastery of technical skills, including rhythm, pitch accuracy, phrasing, dynamics, 
expressive nuances, and contemporary improvisational techniques as applied to repertoire in a 
variety of genres and practices for contemporary vocal styles. 



• Lead and conduct rehearsals and performances with an accompanist or band, and generate 
professional-quality arrangements and scores for musicians. 

• Demonstrate professional and forward-thinking pedagogical approaches to vocal instruction 
suitable to a variety of educational settings. 

• Discuss through spoken and written language the social and historical contexts in which a variety of 
musical styles have been created and performed, and critically evaluate the dominant narratives of 
the music's aesthetic and cultural development. 

• Enact a thorough and flexible business plan that fully supports the student's professional goals. 
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Bachelor of Science 

Acoustics, BS 

  

The Bachelor of Science degree program in Acoustics offered by the Audio Arts & Acoustics (AA&A) 
Department provides students with extensive undergraduate level preparation in the fields of Architectural 
Acoustics (e.g. sound isolation, design of concert halls, studios, etc.), Environmental Acoustics (e.g. noise 
measurement and control, noise pollution; regulatory standards; etc.), Sound Perception and Cognition (e.g. 
physical, physiological, and cognitive bases of communication through sound), and audio and vibration 
studies in markets as diverse as loudspeaker manufacturing, automotive research and development, and 
musical instrument construction. A number of graduates of the program are represented at major consulting 
firms throughout the country and at world-renowned manufacturers. The program also aims to prepare 
students for graduate studies in hearing sciences and architectural acoustics. 
  

The main educational goal of the program is to offer students a holistic understanding of acoustics as a 
discipline, by presenting all of its components, i.e. theory, practicum, and aesthetics, through a combination 
of survey and in-depth courses. Theoretical and applied theory elements of acoustics are introduced in 
courses such as Architectural Acoustics, Environmental Acoustics, Fundamentals of Vibration Analysis, 
Studies in Hearing, and Psychoacoustics, while courses like Acoustical Testing I, Acoustical Testing II, and 
Acoustical Modeling give students the opportunity to analyze and solve real-world problems, while 
developing a professional portfolio. Practical real-world exposure to the discipline is further emphasized in 
advanced courses such as Acoustics of Performance Spaces, and Engineered Acoustics, while the 
aesthetic element of the discipline presented in every class is furthered in courses such as Perception & 
Cognition of Sound, and Studies in Applied Acoustics. 
  

In all, we have developed a curriculum that provides both the fundamental elements that any practitioner in 
acoustics should be intimately familiar with, as well as a series of courses that the student can choose from 
in order to match her/his specific educational and career goals. Students are also encouraged to become 
better practitioners in the field of acoustics by considering elective courses that truly reflect the foundation of 
an enlightened liberal arts education. 
  



Students advance through the program in a cohort fashion, with a typical class of 12-15 students graduating 
in the spring semester. The cohort is expected to develop study groups, bring forth to the attention of the 
faculty common issues of interest to the students, and plan for and schedule research activities suitable for 
presentation in refereed conferences. 
  

Although the Acoustics program aims at fostering a climate that develops team work, it also emphasizes 
individual attention to the students during all phases of their academic careers. Registration for most 
courses requires instructor permission, leading to regular one-on-one advising sessions between student 
and faculty members. In addition, office hours are held after every class and a wide range of individual 
tutoring options are available. 
  

As part of the AA&A Department, students benefit from both a liberal arts education and a curriculum that 
emphasizes the science and mathematics behind the sounds we love (and sometimes hate). This 128-credit 
degree program aims to prepare its students to successfully compete in the workplace and for graduate 
admission into relevant advanced academic programs. 
 
This program of study has significant support from those already in the industry. Here are some sample 
comments* from a few of our educational partners: 

  

"When hiring, I look for individuals that have a strong educational background in mathematics and 
science to perform complex acoustical analysis.... [This curriculum] will increase the marketability of 
the graduates to potential employers and it [will] further assist in supporting their post-graduation 
academic goals." (Michelle A. Jones, President, Entech Consulting Group) 

"There are only a handful of Acoustics degrees available and this [makes] yours even more desirable and 
competitive.... In the eyes of employers like Kinetics Noise Control, college graduates who can analyze and 
understand acoustic events using math and physics skills are a step ahead." (Matt Swysgood, Vice 
President for Architectural and Interiors Markets, Kinetics Noise Control) 

*Please note that these statements are not made by Columbia College Chicago and do not offer a 
guarantee of promise of employment. 
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Game Programming, BS 

  

The Game Programming BS seeks to prepare dedicated students for careers as game software engineers in 
commercial or independent game development. Course offerings include study in a variety of game-
development applicable programming languages, such as C# and C++, as well as opportunities for 
advanced topics such as graphics application development, game engine programming, or artificial 
intelligence. These higher-level classes, along with more rigorous mathematic requirements (multiple 
classes are required in the Math and Science Department), seek to prepare students for continued 
exploration in game programming either in industry, or in pursuit of a graduate degree in Computer Science. 
Students pursing this degree have several opportunities to learn production methodologies and tools, and in 
their senior year participate in a year-long course to collaboratively develop work for their portfolio. 
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Music Technology, BS 

  

The Bachelor of Science degree program in Music Technology is an interdisciplinary degree that combines 
coursework in Audio Arts & Acoustics (AA&A), Interactive Arts & Media (IAM), and Music to equip students 
with the knowledge, theory, contexts, and practices necessary for them to participate in, understand, and 
advance professional musical life in the 21st century.  Graduates of the program are prepared for a wide 
range of music-related careers, including Composition, Performance, Recording, Producing, Sound Design, 
and Software/ Hardware Development, as well as advanced graduate studies in fields that include Music, 
Programming, Human Computer Interaction (HCI), and User Experience (UX). 

  

The primary mission of the program is to educate artists and designers in the interdisciplinary foundations of 
modern musical practice, through a rigorous yet flexible curriculum that focuses on the impact of technology 
on music's creation, presentation, representation, and distribution since the beginning of the 20th 
century.  This curriculum is delivered in two distinct stages.  The first two years of the program are a 
candidacy phase, comprising primary core coursework in one of the three "home" departments (AA&A, IAM, 
or Music).  In years three and four, after students are officially admitted into the program, coursework 
consists of secondary core work in the other two departments, advanced electives drawn from any of the 
departments, advanced science and math requirements, and four semesters of the central pillar course, The 
Sonic Experience. 

  

Students begin the program by declaring their major as a "Music Technology Candidate" associated with 
one of the three constituent departments (AA&A, IAM, or Music).  Then with the help of close advising by 
one or more of the Music Technology faculty, they prepare to apply (after 45 credits completed) for 
admittance into the Bachelor of Science program.  This preparation includes primary core coursework, the 
completion of Calculus I, a CGPA of 3.0 or higher, and the assembly of a portfolio of creative and/or 
scholarly works in one or more of the related disciplines.  In year three, having been admitted to the 
program, students advance through the program in a cohort of no more than 15 students (projected increase 
to 18 students, beginning Fall 2018).  Although the flexibility in curricular paths in years one and two leads 
naturally to students in a cohort pursuing divergent and/or asynchronous paths in their advanced studies, 
their studies are unified by the four-semester course sequence, The Sonic Experience, which functions as a 
crucible and laboratory in which the cohort uses its collective knowledge and experience to explore a range 
of advanced aesthetic, creative, theoretical, and technical issues and applications in Music 
Technology.  Their coursework will include select core offerings in the two disciplines outside their primary 
core (providing breadth), advanced electives (providing depth), and a robust selection of science and 
mathematics courses (providing advanced facility with the mathematical principles underlying sound, music, 
acoustics, and digital signal processing). 

  

As with all of the majors at Columbia College Chicago, the degree requirements described above are 
situated in the context of -and enhanced by-the college's liberal arts core curriculum. 

  



Audio Arts & Acoustics 
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Interactive Arts and Media 
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Music 
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Graduate Certificate 

Alternate Route, Graduate Certificate 

  

Alternate Route Certification is available to students with an MA in Counseling Psychology or related field. 
Upon graduation, Alternate Route students are eligible to earn their Registered Dance Movement Therapist 
(R-DMT) credentials from the American Dance Therapy Association (ADTA). Alternate Route Certificate 
students attend DMT classes along with MA in DMTC students. 

  

Program Requirements 

  

Graduate Laban Certificate in Movement Analysis 

  

This certificate program helps students learn to apply LMA in therapeutic, artistic, educational and somatic 
settings. Students gain a comprehensive understanding of movement meaning and its application to further 
personal growth and professional identity. 

  

Program Requirements 

  



Master of Arts 

Dance/Movement Therapy and Counseling, MA 

  

This clinical Master of Arts program integrates dance/movement therapy and counseling psychology theory 
and practice, preparing students to simultaneously become credentialed mental health professionals in two 
complimentary fields. Through respectful, culturally aware learning communities; innovative and integrative 
curricula; experiential engagement; and critical inquiry, students learn how to personally enhance the health 
and vitality of our local, national, and global communities through an extensive scope of practice. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Journalism, MA 

  

This Master of Arts program emphasizes public affairs reporting and the crucial role played by a free and 
active press in communities large and small, national and international. The curriculum focuses on issues 
central to civic life-education, housing, welfare, criminal justice, labor, politics and the electoral process, 
science, economics, and the arts. In addition to extensive instruction and practice in various forms of 
journalistic writing, students can learn multimedia reporting and related newsgathering and production 
technology. As soon as students' work is ready, they are encouraged to publish it, building individual 
portfolios while earning a graduate degree. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Master of Arts Management 

Master of Arts Management 

  

The Master of Arts Management (M.A.M.) degree offers comprehensive preparation for managerial and 
entrepreneurial careers in the fields of art, entertainment and media. Along with the essential study of the 
marketing, legal, financial, organizational, leadership and strategic concepts that accompany these fields, 
the curriculum allows students to choose elective management courses in live and performing arts, media, 
music business, visual arts and arts entrepreneurship. Students will have the opportunity to acquire the skills 
needed to manage a for-profit or non-profit arts organization, or launch their own. 



  

Degree Requirements 

  

Master of Fine Arts 

Cinema Art + Science-Cinema Directing, MFA 

  

The MFA Program in Cinema Directing is dedicated to developing cinema storytellers by cultivating the role 
of the director and fostering the individual director's personal style and voice. The best directors need equal 
mastery of leadership, storytelling, and production skills, and Columbia's MFA Program in Cinema Directing 
focuses on working with producers to create cinematic character-driven narratives that are collaborative, 
diverse, authentic, and invoke the human experience and connect with an audience. This 52-credit program 
immerses the student in rigorous coursework in writing, directing, and production as preparation for their 
short thesis film, which they may complete during or after their coursework. Thesis components include both 
written and production materials. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Cinema Art + Science-Creative Producing, MFA 

  

The MFA in Creative Producing at Columbia College Chicago is an immersive, 50-credit degree designed to 
develop enterprising creative leaders with the skills to deliver successful media projects from conception to 
distribution. The program will teach the creative aspects of seeking new material, anticipating and adapting 
to the industry, enhancing stylistic approaches, and driving content development with the technology of day-
to-day production. Students attend their final courses in Los Angeles on a studio lot in direct contact with 
executives and craftspeople at every level of the Hollywood industry. Coursework includes classes on 
acquisitions and development, line producing, business and legal, history and aesthetics, and marketing and 
distribution as preparation for their long form narrative package and thesis film, which they may complete 
during or after their coursework. Thesis components include both written and production materials. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Fiction, MFA 

  



This Master of Fine Arts program is a studio/academic program in which students' own writing and craft (in 
workshops and craft seminars) is enriched by the study of literature and the form and theory of fiction. The 
three-year program fosters close working relationships with our accomplished, award-winning faculty and a 
supportive environment in which to grow as a fiction writer and as a student of fiction.  In an environment 
supportive of aesthetic and pedagogical diversity, students who graduate from the program will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a broad awareness of the genre and the history of the narrative over time. 
• Demonstrate a broad awareness of the genre in the present cultural landscape.   
• Complete a substantial manuscript (the MFA thesis): a novel, short stories, novellas, hybrid text, or 

combination of forms. 
 
Degree Requirements 

  

Interdisciplinary Arts & Media, MFA 

  

The MFA in Interdisciplinary Arts & Media fosters innovative dialog between the fine, performing, and media 
arts. Students incorporate emerging technologies with traditional materials and art processes in a diverse 
array of creative outcomes that include embodied experiences, participatory artifacts, interactive 
environments, movement / performance-based instruments, experimental multichannel audio works, 
augmented reality, networked practices, public media art interventions, and hybrid installations. Students are 
empowered to interrogate the value systems embedded in our media tools, deploy design thinking as a 
tactical disruption of studio practice, and develop command of creative languages: computational, material, 
gestural, natural & visual. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Interdisciplinary Book & Paper, MFA 

  

The Interdisciplinary MFA in Book & Paper enables students to participate in the contemporary art world by 
encouraging them to consider book and paper as a site for interdisciplinary practice. We promote the 
understanding of hand papermaking and the book arts as artistic media with applications in cultural 
discourse, community building, and collaborative practice. We seek students who want to pursue a course of 
study that integrates experimentation with both technical and conceptual considerations in these media. 
With access to some of the finest bindery, papermaking, and printing equipment and facilities in the country, 
students pursue their course work in collaboration with new media, performance, and installation. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  



Music Composition for the Screen, MFA 

  

This Master of Fine Arts program is an intense interdisciplinary course of study that draws upon the 
resources of various academic departments at Columbia College Chicago. The curriculum incorporates all 
related aspects of music production from composing and orchestration to in-studio recording and mixing and 
all applications of the craft from film and television to video game and live performance scoring. Students are 
equipped with all the tools they need to create distinctive music in response to a variety of dramatic 
problems and to present their work across multiple platforms. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Nonfiction, MFA 

  

This Master of Fine Arts program is a studio/academic program in which students' own writing and craft (in 
workshops and craft seminars) is balanced with study of literature and the form and theory of nonfiction. The 
program emphasizes the essay, including narrative, personal, lyric, experimental, criticism, and hybrid 
texts.  The three-year program fosters close working relationships with our accomplished, award-winning 
faculty and a supportive environment in which to grow as a nonfiction writer and as a student of 
nonfiction.  In an environment supportive of aesthetic and pedagogical diversity, students who graduate from 
the program will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a broad awareness of the genre over time. 
• Demonstrate a broad awareness of the genre in the present cultural landscape.   
• Develop a meaningful ability to participate in contemporary conversations on social and cultural 

change. 
• Complete a substantial manuscript, the MFA thesis. 

 
Degree Requirements 
  

Photography, MFA 

  

This Master of Fine Arts program emphasizes aesthetic and conceptual development alongside advanced 
photographic technique. The 2-year program, grounded in art history and theory, is invested in the critical 
dialogue on contemporary photography. The program aims to help students develop a sophisticated body of 
work reinforced by an understanding of the theoretical perspectives, and the necessary tools of professional 
practice to accelerate their careers as working artists. 

  

Degree Requirements 



  

Poetry, MFA 

  

The Master of Fine Arts in Poetry is a studio/academic program in which students' own writing and craft (in 
workshops and craft seminars) is balanced with study of literature and poetics.  The Poetry MFA 
emphasizes a small, intimate graduate experience that encompasses a wide breadth of poetic traditions. 
The two-year program fosters close working relationships with our accomplished, award-winning faculty and 
a supportive environment in which to grow as a poet and as a student of poetry.  In an environment 
supportive of aesthetic and pedagogical diversity, students who graduate from the program will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a broad awareness of the genre over time. 
• Demonstrate a broad awareness of the genre in the present cultural landscape.   
• Complete a substantial manuscript-the MFA thesis, a full-length collection of poems. 

 
Degree Requirements 

  

Minor 

Acting Minor 

  

The goal of the minor in Acting is to provide students with a concentrated introduction to the skills and 
theories required of the craft and practice of acting. Students will develop skills in the craft of vocal 
production, physical adaptability and expressiveness, textual analysis of dramatic literature, and an 
understanding of the basics of theatrical production. In conjunction with training in craft skills, students will 
develop their talents as performers through the spontaneity of live performance. 

• Demonstrate a foundational understanding of the skills necessary for the craft and practice of 
acting. 

• Demonstrate progress in developing the necessary vocal and physical skills for performance. 
• Demonstrate the ability to analyze a text for performance. 

 
This minor will be of interest to students who are training for careers with close tie-ins to the performing arts 
or in which public performance will be required in the fulfillment of their duties. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Animation Minor 



  

Animation, as an art form, appeals to a larger number of students beyond Cinema Art + Science (CA+S), 
studying in the areas of Game Art, Art & Design, Television, and Radio. The Animation Minor offers a 20-
credit minor degree to non-CA+S students. This minor requires students to enroll in the three core animation 
courses: Animation 1, History of Animation, and Animation Storyboard & Concept Development (totaling 11 
credits). The remaining nine credits are dedicated to Animation electives. The minor replaces the student's 
college-wide electives. This degree option attracts students college-wide, and recognizes those that earn the 
minor, in addition to their major, in an official capacity. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Art History Minor 

  

The minor in Art History allows students to expand their knowledge of the history and context of the visual 
arts while majoring in another area. Students take 18 credit hours of art history, including the core art history 
surveys and courses on modern and contemporary art, non-western art, and art theory and criticism. A 
knowledge of art history combined with other fields should provide students with excellent preparation for 
graduate studies or for rewarding careers in museums, galleries, art criticism, and cultural agencies. The Art 
History minor allows many possibilities for interdisciplinary collaboration at Columbia College Chicago, in 
particular with concentrations in Fine Arts; Cultural Studies; Journalism; and Business and 
Entrepreneurship. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Arts in Healthcare Minor 

The arts play a vital role in enhancing the healing process. This minor provides educational training for 
artists seeking to harness the therapeutic value of the arts in healthcare contexts, making a difference in the 
lives of patients, their families, and caregivers. This minor is offered to students currently enrolled in a major 
program in Art & Art History, Design, Photography, Theatre, Music, Dance, Cinema Art + Science, or 
Creative Writing. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Arts Management Minor 

  



A minor in Arts Management aims to provide students with the competitive advantage needed to support 
careers in the creative sectors. The practical knowledge and skills gained are applicable to students of all 
artistic disciplines and are essential for self-managers, entrepreneurs, and arts and media professionals. 
  

Degree Requirements 

  

ASL Studies Minor 

  

Students majoring in other fields will find that the development of American Sign Language skills and the 
ability to communicate with Deaf people can significantly increase their marketability and career options 
upon graduation. 
 
The minor in ASL Studies will provide students with an opportunity to master American Sign Language at a 
communicative level and have a broad understanding of the culture of the Deaf community. 
 
Students will become familiar with resources available to them related to the Deaf community, such as 
interpreter referral services and video relay services, and will be able to utilize those services in their own 
professions. Students will have a clear sense of how American Sign Language and knowledge of the Deaf 
community apply to their major. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Biology Minor 

  

The minor in Biology is intended for students interested in living organisms, how organisms interact with the 
environment, and their relationship to our changing planet. The minor seeks to enable students to discover 
and pursue careers that lie at the intersection of science and the arts, preparing them for areas that benefit 
from biological knowledge, such as filmmaking, computer animation, marketing careers in the 
pharmaceutical industry, journalism, illustration, and science writing and editing. 
  

The goal of the Biology minor is to introduce students to a variety of biological topics emphasizing the 
breadth and unity of fields within biology. All students will complete core courses in biology and chemistry. 
Then, based on their particular interests, the student will select additional coursework from the following 
categories: Cellular and Molecular Biology, Foundations, Organismal, and Integrative Biology. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  



Black World Studies Minor 

  

The minor in Black World Studies offers students contextual depth in the social, cultural, historical, and 
political aspects of the varied peoples of the black world. Students will be able to challenge the concept and 
definition of "blackness" and will also be able to examine patterns of activism that characterize the creative 
expression, social fabric, political movements, and the scholarship of the black world. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Creative Advertising Minor 

  

The Creative Advertising Minor provides students the opportunity to expand their career options, building on 
skills learned in their majors. Students pursuing an Advertising Minor learn about the advertising industry, its 
many connected parts (consumer insights, strategic planning, account management, media, creative, 
production, etc.) and where they could fit. Advertising Minor students also develop work suitable for inclusion 
in a professional advertising portfolio, demonstrating their knowledge and hands-on skills acquired through 
case study and real client experiences. The ad industry draws from most creative occupations, including art 
direction, design, illustration, photography, interactive, cultural studies, management, film, acting, audio, 
fiction, poetry, television, radio, music and more. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Creative Nonfiction Minor 

  

The Creative Writing, English, and Communications and Media Innovation departments' Interdisciplinary 
Minor in Creative Nonfiction offers students an exciting avenue to improve oral, written, and creative 
problem-solving skills, as well as a means to develop the work of arts and media majors at Columbia. The 
combination of analytical, research, poetic, fictional, and journalistic techniques used to produce creative 
nonfiction offers a powerful means of communicating more effectively in a wide range of arts and media-
related writing. Students who possess strong creative nonfiction skills, along with a major interest in another 
field, have the opportunity to increase their chances of competing successfully in the work world after 
graduation. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  



Cultural Studies Minor 

  

The minor in Cultural Studies (18 credit hours) is designed to give students the tools they need to add depth 
to the work they do in their majors. As a program that emphasizes research and critical thinking, Cultural 
Studies offers a new dimension to the education of the art and media students at Columbia College Chicago 
because what they learn in the minor will nudge them toward more substantive understandings of their work. 
The program seeks to help students understand aesthetic, political, social, and economic relationships 
between cultural production and reception. They should learn to critically read and analyze the diverse 
information that is produced in everyday life, enriching their understanding of the complexity of culture. This 
minor is particularly useful for the numerous students across the college who are drawn to the depth and 
diversity that Cultural Studies offers. Even as they hone their technical skills in their primary fields of study, 
students who minor in Cultural Studies will be inspired to think about context in new and dynamic ways. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Dance Minor 

  

The Dance minor is intended for students who desire a formal course of study in dance as an adjunct to their 
major in another field. The dance minor provides students with practical and intellectual experiences in 
dance and a limited degree of physical proficiency in contemporary dance idioms. The dance minor is 
comprised of a total of 24 credit hours of required course work. The program is anchored by 12 credits of 
training in the physical techniques of dance, augmented by additional studies of Improvisation and 
Choreography, Anatomy, and Dance Scholarship. 

  

Students that graduate with a minor in dance will be able to: 

• Demonstrate understanding of functional body mechanics and be able to apply their knowledge to 
their physical practice. 

• Demonstrate body awareness through a variety of dance techniques 
• Engage with improvisation as a creative mode of investigation and as a resource for creating 

choreography 
• Identify and discuss the social-political implications of dances on stage, screen, and in social 

settings. 
  

Degree Requirements 

  

Design Management Minor 

  



A minor in Design Management allows students to have a distinctive and focused area of study in the field 
that will complement major programs of artists across disciplines including: visual artists, graphic designers, 
illustrators, photographers, advertisers, marketers, interior designers and product designers. Students will 
explore these fields in the context of the broader-based Business and Entrepreneurship core of classes 
while also completing existing coursework in their major. This minor requires 18 credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Education Minor 

  

This 18-credit minor is available to all Columbia undergraduates and supports them in developing their 
understanding of children and adolescents to enhance their career options, such as illustrating or writing 
children's books or designing video games.  Through the Education minor, students have the opportunity to 
develop knowledge and skills relevant to working as teaching artists or media consultants in a range of 
settings, as well as to more thoughtfully consider career options and graduate programs in Education and 
related fields such as Counseling/Art therapy or Social Work. A focus is placed on arts integration, a 
hallmark of the Early Childhood Education program, and a practicum experience is available for qualified 
students. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Entrepreneurship Minor 

  

A minor in Entrepreneurship is intended to help students be prepared to launch and manage new 
businesses in the entertainment industry. Today's companies seek creatives with sound business acumen 
and entrepreneurial thinking. This program aims to fulfill this need while also teaching students how to 
create their own opportunities for employment and realization of their personal goals. This minor requires 18 
credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Environmental Studies Minor 

  

Environmental science is an interdisciplinary science that uses concepts and information from the natural 
sciences - ecology, biology, chemistry, and geology - and also from the social sciences - economics, politics, 



and ethics - to help us understand how the earth works; how we are impacting the earth's life-support 
systems (environment) that affect us and other forms of life; and how to deal with the environmental 
problems we face. 
 
Thus, the goal of the minor is to have all students complete a core course in Environmental Science, which 
incorporates each of these disciplines. Then, the student will be able to choose the discipline within the 
Environmental Studies program he or she wishes to pursue in greater detail, with core courses in biology, 
chemistry, and geology, and more specialized courses later on. Finally, each student will complete an 
independent study project depending upon his or her special interests, which can be arranged through 
numerous professional contacts of the faculty. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Fashion Business Minor 

  

The Minor in Fashion Business comprises an 18 credit hour course of study, leaving ample room for 
students to pursue interdisciplinary course options across the college. The curriculum foundation 
encompasses a basic understanding of fashion as an industry. The remaining coursework allows a student 
to engage in fashion for a specific path or to experiment with a variety of courses. 

  

Students who successfully complete the Fashion Business Minor should be able to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the professional vocabulary used in the fashion industry. 
• Analyze product quality, pricing, promotion, target markets, trends, opportunities, challenges, and 

evaluate their impact in the field. 
• Understand the cultural significance of fashion. 
• Recognize the steps needed to develop fashion ideas into artistic and entrepreneurial endeavors. 

  

A grade of "C" or better is required in all major/minor courses. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Fiction Minor 

  

The minor in Fiction Writing is designed to allow students to combine their major fields of study with a 
sequence of fiction writing and elective writing courses that will improve reading, writing, storytelling, 
listening, speaking, and creative problem-solving skills. The minor in Fiction Writing is of interest to students 
who realize the great importance of writing and story in all arts and media disciplines, as well as most 



careers. Fiction Writing II carries a writing-intensive designation that fulfills this Columbia graduation 
requirement. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Game Art Minor 

  

Students in the Game Art Minor have the opportunity to gain in-depth experience using a variety of software 
tools and workflows to create sophisticated visual concepts and game-engine-ready production assets. Our 
students learn to integrate art assets, including characters, environments, props, animations, and visual 
effects into a variety of game engines, with a focus on quality, efficiency and expediency. We place special 
emphasis on fostering professional and productive collaborations between artists within an interdisciplinary 
game development team. Cross-disciplinary communication skills are required for a team of artists, 
designers, programmers, and sound designers to come together to create a fun and engaging game. 

  

The Game Art Minor emphasizes the importance of utilizing research strategies and acquiring knowledge of 
visual art, design, and media disciplines in order to conceptualize and generate creative visual solutions for 
games and simulations. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Game Design Minor 

  

Students in the Game Development minor have the opportunity to learn to design games in terms of game-
play, fun and user experience, system design, and level design. Classes in the minor focus on critical 
thinking, advanced theory, integrated scripting/programming, deep analytic skills and disciplinary knowledge 
to construct original game and simulation designs, as well as deconstruct, analyze, and evaluate existing 
works. Students learn to apply innovative game design patterns and use state-of-the-art techniques and 
tools to create game experiences that are engaging and immersive. The program focuses on the importance 
of using effective game production techniques from a variety of methodologies in order to create well-
planned and documented projects of various sizes, ranging from large commercial-style teams, to smaller 
independent-scale projects. 

  

Special emphasis is placed on fostering professional and productive collaborations between designers 
within an interdisciplinary game development team. Cross-disciplinary communication skills are required for 
a team of artists, designers, programmers, and sound designers to come together to create a fun and 
engaging game. 



  

Degree Requirements 

  

Intellectual Property Management Minor 

  

A minor in Intellectual Property Management seeks to help students prepare for their careers as artists, 
entrepreneurs, decision-makers and executives in a variety of entertainment industry ventures. Specifically, 
students should learn to analyze, protect, exploit, negotiate and leverage their intellectual property assets 
(copyrights; trademarks) in areas of revenue generation, brand building, exposure, and artistic and business 
collaborations. business, legal and market analysis will further inform student strategies and decision-
making processes. This minor requires 18 credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Interactive Media Development and Entrepreneurship 
Minor 

  

The Interactive Media Development and Entrepreneurship minor enhances the College's mission to provide 
comprehensive educational opportunity in the arts and communication by addressing two urgent needs of 
many Columbia students: 

1. The adoption and contribution to the global technology evolution in arts and media. 
2. Empowering the arts and media community to manage and monetize creative work. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Journalism Minor 

  

The minor allows students in other majors to explore their interest in journalism, geared towards more career 
options and freelance opportunities. The program includes crucial core courses in journalism fundamentals 
while offering electives that allow them to specialize in several topics. Students learn the rights and 
responsibilities of journalists in a democratic society and practice using technology and social media in the 
service of good journalism. The minor intends to equip students to be savvy news and information gatherers, 
as well as writers, photographers, editors and producers. 

  



Degree Requirements 

  

Latino and Latin American Studies Minor 

  

The minor in Hispanic/Latino Studies offers courses in the history and culture of Hispanic/Latin American 
people through the interdisciplinary study of language, literature, visual media and performing arts, and 
social institutions, noting the significance of their contributions to American society. By studying the ethnic 
experience of the Hispanic population in America, students will understand the transcultural complexity and 
richness of the Hispanic/Latino and Latin American worlds. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Literature Minor 

  

The minor in Literature requires 18 hours of literature courses in the English Department beyond the three 
hours taken for the Humanities/Literature requirement in the LAS Core Curriculum. The 18 hours are 
composed of any combination of six literature courses that meet the following two guidelines: a maximum of 
two courses (six to seven hours) from 1000- level literature offerings and a minimum of one course (three 
hours) from 3000- or 4000-level literature offerings. Within these guidelines, the minor in Literature offers a 
flexible course of study that students can tailor to meet their specific needs and interests. Students from 
Cinema Art + Science, for example, might choose courses such as Literature on Film, Movies and Myth: The 
Goddess, and Topics in Literature: Spike Lee and August Wilson. Creative Writing students might select 
courses such as the English Authors, American Authors, or World Literature sequences complemented by 
courses on various periods in the American or British novel. Theatre students might be interested in a minor 
in Literature based on classes such as Introduction to Drama, Introduction to Shakespeare, Shakespeare: 
Tragedies, and Modern American Drama. Students who wish to minor in Literature must have a declared 
major in an arts and communications area. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Live and Performing Arts Management Minor 

  

The Live and Performing Arts Management minor offers an opportunity for students to expand their business 
knowledge and skills as they apply to the performing arts discipline. Students focus on four specified 
courses in Live and Performing Arts and further explore the field by selecting two additional courses from the 



Business and Entrepreneurship core of classes and selected music business oriented electives. This minor 
requires 18 credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Marketing Minor 

  

No matter where you take your creative career, you'll need to know how to market your unique strengths. 
Columbia's 18-credit hour, digitally focused Marketing minor offers a foundation in strategic and innovative 
marketing that can help you promote your projects and widen your career options after graduation. The 
Marketing minor requires 18 credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Mathematics Minor 

  

Mathematics involves both purely abstract concepts as well as practical topics with applications to a variety 
of fields, including the natural sciences, the social sciences, computer science, and technology. 
Mathematics helps us to understand the world by providing a coherent and efficient language in which real 
phenomena can be described and modeled, and it provides powerful tools that we can use to help 
implement our ideas. 
 
The goal of the mathematics minor is to introduce students to some of the many topics used in mathematics, 
with an emphasis on applications. All students will complete a three-semester sequence in calculus. Then, 
based on his or her particular interests, the student will select additional courses from the more advanced 
topics. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Motion Graphics Minor 

  

Motion Graphics is a growing practice that combines video, photo, graphic, typography and 3D elements for 
cinema, television and the web in the form of title sequences, television commercials, television network 
identifications, music video effects, and web based graphic animations. The Motion Graphics minor is a 
sequence of classes in which students design and implement projects using 2D and 3D animation tools, 



digital cinematography, green screen video capture and sound design. Students are introduced to the 
design process, and design thinking, through a combination of self-directed and group client projects. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Music Business Minor 

  

A minor in Music Business allows students to have a distinctive and focused area of study in the field that 
will complement major programs across disciplines including students studying music performance, music 
composition, audio arts, music production, and marketing. Students focus on four specified courses in music 
business and further explore the field by selecting two additional courses from the Business and 
Entrepreneurship core of classes and selected music business oriented electives. This minor requires 18 
credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Photography Minor 

  

The Minor in Photography is designed to provide a solid foundation of skills for students who may utilize 
photography within their major area of study. Students will engage in the core courses of the Photography 
Department and choose an elective in a specialized area. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Poetry Minor 

  

A minor in Poetry may be taken by a student who is majoring in another area at the College. Students who 
minor in Poetry combine a sequence of Poetry Workshop courses with Poetry Literature electives.  The 
courses in the Poetry minor offer students a foundation in the history of poetry and poetics, and they allow 
students to develop their own voice as poets and develop a familiarity with a wide range of approaches to 
writing.  Students pursuing the minor will have all the benefits available to Poetry majors. This includes 
instruction from our resident and visiting instructors, the annual poetry reading series, Columbia Poetry 
Review, the Eileen Lannan Contest, and other special programs. 

  



Degree Requirements 

  

Professional Writing Minor 

  

The Professional Writing minor is designed for students across the disciplines who would choose to engage 
in focused study and practice in applied writing for creative professionals. Courses in the minor explore the 
rhetorical, ethical, and cultural dimensions of all communicative acts and provide opportunities to learn, 
research, create, and distribute content for print and digital networked writing environments. The curriculum 
is designed to accommodate changes in approaches to professional and digital writing and changes in 
technology in the coming years. Professional Writing students will have the opportunity to gain practical 
skills in writing for the workplace, experience in writing effectively for and about the arts and media, and 
advanced abilities in research, editing, writing, and content design while exploring the deep relationship 
between communicative and creative arts writing practices. This minor is intended to help students prepare 
for the steadily increasing numbers of specialized professional writing positions in creative industries, 
government agencies, and nonprofit organizations. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Programming Minor 

  

Programming is a highly sought after skill in multiple industries; journalism, marketing, and other 
communication fields are beginning to require more fluency with coding and application development skills. 
A minor in programming is designed to allow students at Columbia College Chicago to graduate with an 
edge in this highly competitive economy. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Public Relations Minor 

  

The minor in Public Relations is intended for students in any major throughout Columbia. Its concepts enrich 
journalism, radio, and broadcast; professionals in cultural and arts management; entrepreneurs in emerging 
fields of digital media technology, in interactive arts and media, and in the interdisciplinary arts. Students 
with accomplishments in creative and fiction writing, and in film and video, benefit from the relevant 
attributes and skills-namely, outreach and promotion-sharpened and ready for use. 

  



Degree Requirements 

  

Radio Minor 

  

The Radio Minor is designed to create a curricular opportunity for students to more fully investigate radio as 
a discipline adjacent to or beyond their major coursework. A Radio Minor and the body of work created 
therein augments any student's portfolio as it prepares them for a global multi-media environment. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Sports Management Minor 

  

A minor in Sports Management provides students a distinctive and comprehensive area of study, combined 
with business skills related to the sports industry. The sports management minor complements major 
programs in radio, television, journalism, and marketing. Students focus on four specified courses in Sports 
Management and further explore the field by selecting two additional courses from the Business and 
Entrepreneurship core of classes. This minor requires 18 credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Stage Combat Minor 

  

The Stage Combat minor is extensive practice in the art form of theatrical violence. As a result of 
successfully completing the stage combat minor, students will: 

• Earn Skills Proficiency Certifications from the British Academy of Stage and Screen Combat in 
three weapon skills; and Proficiency Certifications from the Society of American Fight Directors in 
eight weapon skills, preparing them to be recognized as Advanced Actor Combatants in the United 
States. 

• Be able to "Fake-fight" in a safe, realistic, theatrical fashion with (or without) any type of sword, 
knife, stick or "found object". 

• Be prepared to act as Fight Captain for any theatrical production. 
• Understand the differences between fighting for stage and fighting for film, and perform at an 

advanced level in any medium. 
• Enter into any "fight/movement" audition with confidence. 

  



Degree Requirements 

  

Talent Management Minor 

  

A minor in Talent Management provides students with a distinctive and focused area of study in the field that 
complements major programs across disciplines including: acting, visual arts, creative writing, music, 
entertainment, and comedy. Students will explore these fields in the context of the broader based Business 
and Entrepreneurship core of classes while also completing coursework in Talent Management. This minor 
requires 18 credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Teaching Artist Minor 

  

The Teaching Artist (TA) Field is a growing field of practice in arts education across the country. For years, 
artists have practiced their art while contributing to the field of education in a multitude of ways. The 
Teaching Artist minor provides scaffolding for students who are interested in using their majors to further 
develop their craft, while teaching and working with children and adolescents. The TA minor provides 
students the opportunity to build the necessary skills to partner effectively with organizations that employ 
teaching artists. The TA minor prepares students to work in a variety of programs that do not require a 
teaching certificate such as, after-school programs, community-based arts organizations, or museum 
settings. TA minors also have stronger transcripts for applying to graduate programs in Education, 
Counseling/Art Therapy, or Social Work. All students in the minor complete a TA practicum in their major 
area of study or a 3-credit internship through the Early Childhood program in which they develop practical 
skills, as well as a portfolio that demonstrates their skills in teaching artistry. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Theatre Directing Minor 

  

The goal of the minor in Directing is to provide students with a concentrated introduction to the theories, 
skills, and practice of directing for the theater. 

  

On completion of the minor students will have practical experience of: 



• Directing as a multifaceted discipline involving an understanding of the processes of acting, design, 
and technology. 

• The organization of the directing process through project management. 
• Comprehension of dramatic structure as a key element of the directing process. 

In the minor's capstone course, students will coordinate all of these elements through the production of a 
one-act play. 

This minor will be of interest to students who wish to develop an understanding of the skills necessary to 
conceptualize, organize, and facilitate the preparation of scripted material for performance. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

User Experience Minor 

  

The User Experience (UX) minor's focus on user interaction, audience behavior, participant engagement, 
metrics, and observation assists students in making compelling, participant-centered work. It is the perfect 
accompaniment for a multitude of degree programs at Columbia (particularly Design, Advertising, 
Journalism, Marketing, Television, and Game Design), and gives graduates a substantial leg up in a rapidly 
growing field with a variety of career opportunities. Students augment their practical work with theory classes 
in interface design, information architecture, research, and prototyping. 

  

Degree Requirements |  | 

  

Video Production Minor 

  

This minor focuses on the creation of compelling video productions, from planning to shooting to post 
production. Students will have the opportunity to create videos in a number of genres, including scripted and 
unscripted formats, in traditional and emerging forms.  With the expanding arena of platforms available to 
video content creators, this minor offers students the chance to build and enhance their skills in the creation 
of high quality video programming. This minor is appropriate for students from a variety of departments who 
are interested in adding video creation experience to their work as artists or media makers. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Visual Arts Management Minor 



  

The Visual Arts Management (VAM) minor strengthens the managerial and entrepreneurial skills that 
students need to support their own creative career while exploring career options in the visual arts. If you are 
interested in managing and curating exhibitions, running a gallery, or working in a museum, auction house, 
or non-profit arts organization, the VAM minor offers a variety of courses based on professional practice. 
This minor requires 18 credits for completion. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Voiceover Minor 

  

The goal of the minor in Voiceover is to provide students with the skills and knowledge required for the art 
and practice of voiceover copy interpretation and performance. This minor provides basic skills in the 
appropriate and effective communication of information. Students learn to interpret, mark and deliver text for 
commercials, animation, film narration, audiobooks, eLearning, internet, entertainment, training videos, 
mobisodes, webisodes, tour audio and more. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Web Development Minor 

  

In today's digital landscape, it is paramount to have a fundamental understanding of web development, 
social media, and user-centered design. The Interactive Arts and Media Department's minor in Web 
Development is designed for students of any major who would like to supplement their work with skills in 
developing for and distributing work through the web. The minor is ideal for those majoring in graphic 
design, fiction writing, marketing, arts and media management, journalism, television and film/video. 

  

The Web Development minor seeks to provide students with a firm grounding in the technical aspects of 
web-based creation, programming, and information management. Students are exposed to state-of-the-art 
programming languages in order to create interactive websites with dynamic content. By combining high-end 
web content and design programming skills students can become more competitive in the creative industries 
marketplace. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  



Women's and Gender Studies Minor 

  

The minor in Women's and Gender Studies is housed in the Humanities, History and Social Sciences 
Department. This minor is designed to give students an opportunity to explore issues of gender and 
sexuality in an interdisciplinary yet cohesive way. A rich complement to any of the majors of the College, this 
minor requires 21 hours for completion. Students will be exposed to feminist theory and will engage in a 
stimulating debate on the role of gender and sexuality in society from a variety of perspectives. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Writing for Performance Minor 

  

The goal of the Minor in Writing for Performance is to provide students with a comprehensive opportunity to 
broaden their skills in writing for the stage and media performance modes. Students in this program will 
have the opportunity to develop the requisite skills for both long and short forms of dramatic writing. 
Students may further develop their performance writing or build skills in theatrical performance or 
collaboration. The range of writing and performance experiences should enhance the student's professional 
marketability in the related fields of stage and media advertising, public relations, and other fields where 
creative problem solving, script forms, and verbal presentation skills come into play. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Writing for Television Minor 

  

This minor provides an introduction to writing for television in its various forms, from comedy, drama and 
branded entertainment to the growing fields of interactive and web based media. It offers a sequence of 
courses that begins with an introduction to visual storytelling, continues with specific genre based 
scriptwriting courses, and finishes with a course that plans a TV series.  This minor is designed to help 
writers from other disciplines enter an expanding market by adding television writing skills to their portfolios. 

  

Degree Requirements 

  

Requirements for Undergraduate Admission 



 

Undergraduate Admissions 
Columbia College Chicago offers exceptional educational programs in the visual, performing, media, and 
communications arts. Students with training in these creative areas, as well as students who have a strong 
interest but no formal training, are invited to apply. Columbia seeks to enroll a culturally, economically, and 
educationally diverse student body. Prospective students are expected to demonstrate preparedness 
through educational experiences and motivation that are sufficient to meet the high academic standards and 
expectations of the College. 

An Admissions Review Committee evaluates all completed applications for admission to the College. 

For more information, please visit colum.edu/admissions. 

  

Requirements for Admission 

Applying for Admission as a Freshman or 
Transfer Student 
Submission of the following materials is required: 

• Application for undergraduate admission, including the essay; 
• Official transcripts of high school academic record [or official General Education Diploma (GED) 

transcript], or official transcripts from a state recognized home school; or by exception. 
• Official transcripts from current and all previously attended colleges (Transfer Students*): 
• At least one letter of recommendation; 
• A non-refundable application fee. 

Submission of the following materials is optional: 

• ACT or SAT scores are not required for admission, but are used in placement for Writing and 
Mathematics courses. Students without ACT or SAT scores are required to complete alternate 
placement assessments, and may be blocked from registering for some courses. 

• A portfolio/audition of a student's best creative/artistic work 
In some cases, a personal interview may be required of applicants. 

*Transfer students must submit all transcripts of previous college work at the time of application in order to 
facilitate evaluation of transfer credit to Columbia College Chicago. For further information regarding 
Columbia's transfer policies, please see Advanced Credit and Transfer Credit. 

  

Applying for Admission as an International 
Freshman or International Transfer Student 



Submission of the following materials is required: 

• Application for undergraduate admission, including the essay; 
• Official or certified true copies of educational records from all high school/secondary schools and 

post-secondary schools. Official educational records not written in English should include an 
English translation. 

• Official or certified true copies of the educational records of all colleges and universities previously 
attended. Official educational records not written in English should include an English translation. 
(Transfer Students*) 

• Proof of English Language Proficiency (see types of "Proof" listed below) 
• At least one letter of recommendation; 
• A non-refundable application fee. 

Submission of the following materials is optional: 

• ACT or SAT scores 
• A portfolio/audition of a student's best creative/artistic work 

In some cases, a personal interview may be required of applicants. 

*Transfer students must submit all transcripts of previous college work at the time of application in order to 
facilitate evaluation of transfer credit to Columbia College Chicago. For further information regarding 
Columbia's transfer policies, please see Advanced Credit and Transfer Credit. 

Once admitted to the college, international students must submit additional documents to obtain a 
SEVIS I-20 Certificate of Eligibility or DS 2019 Form in order to apply for a F-1 or J-1 visa, 
respectively. (Please see the "International Students: Additional Documentation for SEVIS I-20 or DS 2019 
Form" below) 
  

Proof of English Language Proficiency 
Proof of English language proficiency is required for admission into the College if English is not the student's 
primary language in their home country. Please visit https://colum.edu/elp for comprehensive information 
regarding English language proficiency requirements at Columbia College Chicago. 

International Conditional Admissions 
International students who meet all admissions requirements except for Proof of English Language 
Proficiency may be offered an International Conditional Admissions offer pending Proof of English 
Proficiency. Students have up to one year to meet Proof of English Proficiency requirements. 

Additional Required Documents for International 
Students for the SEVIS I-20 or DS 2019 Form 
Students applying for an F-1 or J-1 visa will need to submit additional documents in order for the college to 
issue the SEVIS form I-20 Certificate of Eligibility or DS 2019. These documents are not due until after a 
student has received an admissions decision of "Admit" from the college. 

Those documents include: 



• A photocopy of the passport page(s) showing the applicant's full name, date of birth, and passport 
expiration date; 

• Proof of Sufficient Funds for the relevant school year, as determined by Columbia College Student 
Financial Services; 

• A Sponsorship Verification form if the funds are not from the applicant's personal bank account. 
Additionally, applicants currently holding F-1 student visa status in the U.S. with an active I-20 must submit: 

• A photocopy of the current I-20; 
• A photocopy of the F-1 student visa stamp in the passport; 
• An Immigration Pre-Transfer Verification Form, completed by the Designated School Official 

(DSO), this is usually the International Student Advisor at the applicant's current U.S. institution. 

Immigration forms (SEVIS I-20/DS-2019) 
A SEVIS Form I-20 Certificate of Eligibility or DS-2019 will be issued only after admission requirements have 
been fulfilled and the student has been granted written acceptance to Columbia College Chicago and all 
relevant immigration and financial documentation has been submitted and verified. If a student is 
transferring from another school in the U.S. (high school, community college, university, language institute, 
etc.) and currently holds a valid SEVIS I-20, the SEVIS ID can be transferred to Columbia and a new I-20 
will be issued once all immigration and financial documents have been received and the current school has 
released the student's SEVIS record to Columbia College Chicago. 

**SEVIS DS-2019 (J-1 Visa) If a student is transferring from another school in the U.S. (high school, 
community college, university, language institute, etc.) and currently holds a valid SEVIS DS-2019, the 
student is asked to consult with their foreign student advisor to determine SEVIS transfer eligibility.** 

To remain in compliance with U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement and the Department of 
Homeland Security, students must be enrolled in a minimum of 12 credits (full-time) during each semester of 
an academic year, abide by the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requirements, 
and be in compliance with the College's Satisfactory Academic Progress policy each term. Columbia College 
Chicago is a SEVIS-approved institution and complies with any and all data collection and reporting 
requirements as mandated by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), a branch of the 
Department of Homeland Security. The College is obligated to report the following items on each 
international student who is admitted to and enrolled at Columbia College Chicago: enrollment status (full-
time/part-time); change of address; change of major, program of study, and educational level; employment; 
finances; school transfers; withdrawal from classes; and completion of studies. International students must 
promptly report any changes in these items to the Office of International Student Affairs. Failure to do so will 
result in a violation of immigration status. 
The College has implemented a mandatory health insurance plan for international students that meet all 
immigration criteria. For further information regarding international undergraduate admissions and 
immigration-related issues, visit: http://www.colum.edu/admissions/additional-information/international.html  
  

Admission Application Deadlines 
Priority application deadlines for each semester (Fall, Spring, and Summer) are published on Columbia's 
Admissions website. Priority application deadlines are the dates by which the College has determined a 
student (if they have a completed application on file by that date) will have the greatest likelihood of success 
at preparing themselves to enter the College once admitted. Students, who apply or complete their 
applications after the priority deadlines and are admitted to the College, may experience challenges 
securing housing, registering for classes, and/or creating their plan to pay for college. As a result, the 



College reserves the right to delay the entry of any student who completes their application and is admitted 
after the priority deadline until the semester following the semester for which they applied (i.e. a student 
applying for and admitted to the Fall semester after the priority deadline may be required to delay enrolling in 
classes until the following Spring semester). 
 
Columbia College Chicago has a rolling admissions policy; meaning, complete applications are reviewed as 
the College receives them. Typically, once a student has completed their application, they will be notified 
about their admissions decision within two to four weeks. 
  

Scholarships  
Columbia College Chicago offers scholarship opportunities. Criteria for scholarship awards vary and may be 
based on one or more of the following: financial need, academic or artistic merit, field (area) of study, and 
accomplishment. 
 
To learn more about all of Columbia College Chicago's scholarship opportunities, please see 
www.colum.edu/scholarships. 
  

Acceptance 
Typically, decision letters are mailed to students two to four weeks after all admission materials have been 
received. Admission decisions may also be communicated by telephone or by e-mail in advance of the 
decision letter. 
  

Deferred Admission 
Admission to Columbia College Chicago is offered for a specified term of entry. Students who are offered 
admission to Columbia but are unable to enroll in the specified term of entry, may request to defer their 
admission by contacting the Office of Undergraduate Admissions. Deferrals will be granted on a case-by-
case basis. 

Summer School 
Over the summer, a variety of courses are offered in all academic departments. Flexible summer class 
schedules include five-, eight-, ten-, and twelve-week sessions. Students-at-large may register for any 
summer course if prerequisites are met. Registration begins typically in April for current degree-seeking 
students, and registration is available at a later date for both students-at-large and new students wishing to 
attend. For information contact Undergraduate Admissions. 
  

January Session (J-Session) 
The J-Session is designed to offer concentrated learning experiences not usually available in the regular 
semester. J-Session courses may include but are not limited to immersion, intensive research, travel, 



certification, internships, master classes, community service, and workshops. A student may earn a 
maximum of 4 credits per J-Session. For information contact the College Advising Center. 
  

High School Summer Institute 
Columbia's High School Summer Institute introduces motivated high school rising sophomores, rising juniors 
and rising seniors to the college experience. Courses are reflective of the College's curriculum, but tailored 
to the unique needs of high school students. All courses offer college credit upon successful completion. 
Credit earned in the High School Summer Institute may be applied as elective credit at Columbia, but is not 
applied toward core or concentration requirements in the student's major. For more information visit 
colum.edu/hssi. 
  

Second Bachelor's Degree 
If a student has already earned a bachelor's degree from Columbia or another accredited institution, they 
may earn a second bachelor's degree at Columbia by completing required courses specified by one of the 
major-granting departments or programs of the College. All other academic requirements will be considered 
fulfilled within the curriculum of the previously granted bachelor's degree. Credits applied to the original 
degree and transfer credits cannot count toward this degree; however, specific courses may be waived 
based on work experiences or courses from the original degree. Not all departments offer second bachelor's 
degrees. 
  

Retention of Application Materials 
Only the application form and transcript(s) are retained in a student's permanent educational record at 
Columbia College Chicago. Letters of recommendation and/or any additional supporting materials are not 
retained, nor are they available for student perusal prior to or after admission to the College. Columbia 
College Chicago does not retain application materials for students who do not enroll unless deferred 
admission-for one year only-is requested and granted. 
  

Returning Students 
Columbia College Chicago students who interrupt their studies at Columbia for one full academic year or 
longer must complete the Returning Student online application. In this case, an academic year is considered 
consecutively not enrolling for Fall, Spring, and Summer  semesters. Upon applying for re-enrollment, the 
student must meet the academic program and degree completion requirements that are in place at the time 
of re-enrollment. Transcripts are required for any colleges attended since enrolling at Columbia. Further, a 
returning student must meet with a college advisor in the College Advising Center prior to registration. 
  

  



New Student Assessment, Orientation, and 
Registration 

Assessment of New Students 
First-time students entering Columbia College Chicago with no transfer credit, and those who graduated 
from high school within one year prior to their date of enrollment at Columbia, are required to take the new 
student assessment prior to enrolling in classes at the College. In many cases, official test scores submitted 
at the time of application for admission may be used in lieu of Columbia's assessment. Transfer students 
with no credit in college-level English composition or in college-level mathematics are required to take the 
new student assessment in writing only and/or in math only prior to enrolling in classes. Results of these 
assessment instruments are used to identify students' skill levels, to aid in advisement for course selection, 
and to assist in developing a successful academic program for each student. Students who place into Basic 
Mathematics and/or Writing and Rhetoric Stretch A are required to take these courses within the first year of 
their attendance at Columbia. Whenever possible, these students will take the required course(s) during 
their first semester of attendance. Students should contact the Learning Studio for the dates and times that 
the assessments are scheduled during the weeks prior to the start of each semester. 

  

Liberal Arts and Sciences Course Selection Based on COMPASS, ACT, and SAT Results  

  

Orientation and Registration for New Students 
New freshmen and new transfer students register for classes as part of their orientation to the College. 
Participation in orientation activities is mandatory for all new students. Students are eligible for Orientation 
once they have been admitted and confirmed their intent to enroll at the college. 

Non-Degree Seeking Students 
(formerly know as Students At-Large) 

Students who are not seeking a college degree and wish to enroll in courses for credit at Columbia College 
Chicago must complete the non-degree seeking application. Non-degree students may register for courses 
at Columbia during open registration each semester after all degree-seeking candidates of the College have 
registered. Non-degree students must meet all prerequisite requirements for the courses in which they 
enroll. Credit earned as a non-degree student may be counted toward a Columbia College Chicago degree if 
the student later applies for admission to the College and is admitted to an undergraduate program of study. 
Non-degree seeking students may apply for admission to an undergraduate degree program of the College 
at any time, but may not change their enrollment status mid-semester. Non-degree students are not eligible 
for financial aid through federal, state, or institutional programs or for veterans' benefits. Applicants who 
have been denied admission to Columbia through the regular admission process are not eligible to enroll as 
non-degree students.  
  



Advanced Credit and Transfer Credit 

Transfer Credit 
Columbia College Chicago accepts transfer credit from other regionally accredited colleges and universities 
and will consider transfer credit from select institutions with discipline-specific accreditation. Transfer 
courses must be completed with a C grade or better and must be similar or equivalent in content to those 
offered by Columbia. The acceptance of transfer credit is at the sole discretion of the College. To be 
accepted, official college transcripts, military records, or Advanced Placement test scores must be received, 
at the latest, by the Undergraduate Admissions Office before the end of the student's first semester of 
attendance at Columbia College Chicago. Grades and grade point averages do not transfer. All transfer 
students will receive an official transcript evaluation as part of the admissions process. 

• No minimum number of transfer credits is required to transfer to Columbia College Chicago. 
• The maximum number of accepted credits earned outside of Columbia College Chicago is 75. 
• The final 12 credits required for graduation must be taken at Columbia College Chicago. 
• A minimum of 45 total credits must be taken at Columbia College Chicago. 
• A minimum of 15 credits required for the major must be taken at Columbia College Chicago. 
• ESL, adult education, continuing education, workshops, seminars, and developmental courses 

(those courses usually numbered below 100) are not transferable. 
• Topics, independent study, and internships are considered on a case by case basis and may not 

be transferable. 
For additional information about the Transfer Student application or policies: www.colum.edu/transfers. 

Click here for a list of regionally accredited institutions. In some cases, Columbia College Chicago may 
consider transfer credit from an institution with national accreditation. 

Information for Illinois Transfer Students 
Effective fall 2014, Columbia College Chicago participates in the Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI) as a 
receiving institution. The IAI is a statewide agreement that allows transfer students coming from participating 
Illinois institutions who meet certain criteria to complete the General Education Core Curriculum (GECC) in 
lieu of the Columbia College Chicago Liberal Arts and Sciences Core. Transfer students who are accepted 
to Columbia College Chicago and who meet at least one of the following criteria will be eligible for the IAI: 

1. Earned Associate's degree from a participating Illinois institution 
2. Completion of the GECC package at a participating Illinois institution 
3. Completion of 30 transferable credits from one or more participating Illinois institutions 

 
Students who meet 1 or 3 above who have not yet completed the GECC package will be permitted to do so 
while enrolled at Columbia College Chicago. In the event that the Columbia College Chicago Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Core leads to faster degree completion, the student may choose it instead of the GECC. 
 
Transfer students who complete the GECC package in lieu of Columbia College Chicago's Liberal Arts and 
Sciences Core must still complete the following college-wide degree requirements, which may or may not be 
fulfilled in transfer: 

1. 6 credits of 2000-level or higher Liberal Arts and Sciences Core courses 
2. 3 credits of Global Awareness 
3. 3 credits of United States Pluralism 



 
In addition, all Columbia College Chicago students are required to complete one course coded as Writing 
Intensive. Courses coded as Writing Intensive are denoted with a "WI" in the course catalog and schedule. 
WI courses may also satisfy major, minor, GECC, or Liberal Arts and Sciences Core requirements. 
 
Transfer students entering Columbia College Chicago from participating Illinois institutions with 29 or fewer 
transferable credits are required to complete the Liberal Arts and Sciences Core. 
 
For more information on the Illinois Articulation Initiative, please visit https://www.itransfer.org/IAI/ 

  

Articulation Agreements 
Articulation agreements are designed to build strong relationships between two-year institutions and 
Columbia College Chicago so that transfer students understand exactly what courses will and will not 
transfer when they enroll at Columbia. Not to be confused with course equivalencies which identify whether 
or not individual courses will apply towards a degree at Columbia, articulation agreements identify how an 
entire group of courses from an awarded Associates degree will apply toward a degree at Columbia. For a 
current list of articulation agreements and established transfer guides with partner institutions, please visit 
www.colum.edu/transfers. 

  

CLEP/AP Credit 
Students desiring advanced standing (transfer credit) based on CLEP results must have official score 
reports sent to the Office of Admissions. 
 
Columbia follows the American Council on Education (ACE) recommendation for the award of CLEP credit. 
To see the list of subjects and accepted scores please review the information at "What Your CLEP Score 
Means" at http://collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/scores.html. 

 
Qualifying scores on Advanced Placement tests may also be accepted for credit. Official score reports must 
be sent to the Office of Admissions for consideration. Credit for CLEP and Advanced Placement tests is 
applicable only to students with freshman or sophomore standing and is considered inappropriate for more 
advanced students. For more information about Advanced Placement credit, please see 
http://students.colum.edu/ode/pdf/ap-exam-table.pdf. 
  

Life Experience Credit 
Under special circumstances, a student may be granted up to 16 credit hours in their major for life and work 
experience. Applications are available in the Office of the Registrar for evaluation of non-college learning 
experiences. 
  

International Baccalaureate (IB) 



Credit is accepted for test scores of 4 or higher. 
  

Cambridge International Examinations IGCSE 
Credit is accepted for A-Level exams with grades of A to C in subjects similar to those offered at Columbia 
College Chicago. For more information about Cambridge Exams, see www.cie.org.uk. 
  

Military Credit 
Veterans may be eligible for active duty and service school credit on the basis of information from official 
copies of military records. Contact the Office of Admissions with additional questions. 

  

Tuition and Fees 
Tuition charges are based upon the number of credits for which a student enrolls each semester. A full-time 
student is one who enrolls for a minimum of 12 credits. Full-time students who enroll for 12 to 16 credits are 
charged the semester tuition rate. For any additional credit hours of enrollment beyond 16 credits, the 
student is charged a per-credit-hour rate. A part-time student is one who enrolls for fewer than 12 credits in 
a semester. For part-time students who enroll in 1 to 11 credits, tuition is based upon a per-credit-hour rate. 
Tuition rates, student fees, and refund schedule are established each year. In addition, the College charges 
students additional fees to provide various student services such as orientation, registration, student 
activities, health services, and student health insurance. Please consult the Student Financial Services Web 
site at www.colum.edu/sfs for up-to-date information. 

  

Instructional Resources Fees 
Instructional resources fees support a variety of educational expenses, assist in the maintenance of 
specialized facilities, and provide the instructional support required by Columbia's curriculum.  

Please consult the Student Financial Services Web site at www.colum.edu/sfs for up-to-date information on 
instructional resource fees. 

  

Paying for College 
Creating a financial plan begins with evaluating and understanding all of the costs involved with attaining 
your Columbia education. The cost of a Columbia education differs from individual to individual depending 
on many personal choices. These may include anything from where you decide to live while you attend 
school to your personal transportation. With this in mind Columbia's Office of Student Financial Services has 
designed tools to assist you in evaluating and determining your individual costs. For more information on the 



many payment options, plans and services Columbia offers please visit colum.edu/sfs. 
  

Outstanding Student Account Balances 
Students who have not resolved their outstanding student account balance will not be able to register for 
future courses nor obtain copies of their official transcript and/or diploma. For assistance in resolving an 
outstanding student account balance contact the Office of Student Financial Services. 
  

Refund Schedule 
If a student drops a course prior to its start date, they are eligible for a refund of the tuition and fees 
associated with that course. For many courses, students are also permitted to drop with a refund for a 
predetermined number of days after the course has started. For the most recent policy on the refund period 
for dropped classes, please visit colum.edu/sfs. If a student fails to drop from a course during the refund 
period, they are responsible for all tuition and fees associated with the course, even if they never attended 
the course. 

  

Withdrawing from Courses and Withdrawing from 
the College 
Students who are planning to withdraw from a course are encouraged to speak with both College Advising 
and the Office of Student Financial Services prior to withdrawing. Withdrawing from a course can impact the 
student's financial standing with the college, and can also impact the student's academic standing. 

If a student completely withdraws from courses through the 60% point of the term (or session if not enrolled 
for the full term) and was awarded Title IV aid (federal financial aid) they will have their financial aid award 
prorated based on the last date of attendance. Award adjustments may result in an outstanding student 
account balance. 

Please note, failing to attend class does not constitute an official withdrawal from the College. All accounts 
are considered active until the effective date of the official withdrawal. For more information about 
withdrawal from the College, please see Undergraduate Academic Policies. 
  

Mandatory Attendance Process 
Students are required to attend class regularly.  Failure to attend class in the first two weeks of the term will 
negatively impact financial aid. If your professor reports that you failed to attend and participate in class 
during the add/drop period, a grade of NS (no-show) will be entered on your record for the course. Please 
note that students will still be charged tuition and fees for any course for which you receive a NS grade. For 
more information on non-attendance please visit the Student Financial Services website. 

  



Federal/State Financial Aid 
All students wishing to be considered for any federal or state financial aid programs must first complete a 
Free Application for Student Financial Aid (FAFSA). Students may complete this form online at 
www.fafsa.gov. All students who receive federal/state financial aid must comply with all applicable 
regulations. For additional information on applying for financial aid, please visit colum.edu/sfs. 

Requirements for Graduate Admission 
• Requirements for Admission 
• International Students 

• New Students Orientation and Registration 
• Tuition and Fees 

 

Graduate Admissions 
Columbia College Chicago offers a small number of exceptional masters degree and graduate certificate 
programs in the arts, media, education, the business of the arts, and the application of the arts to healing. 
Admission to these programs is highly selective and competitive. Prospective students who demonstrate a 
high level of preparedness in their medium and potential for continued excellence both at the College and in 
their field of study are invited to apply for admission. 

 
A Graduate Admissions Review Committee for each program evaluates all completed admission files and 
determines admission decisions. Students whose application materials, in the College's sole determination, 
do not demonstrate both an approach to their discipline that is compatible with the distinct mission and 
purpose of our graduate programs, and experiences that prepare them for the intense nature of graduate 
study, are denied admission. 

 
For more information about Columbia College Chicago Admissions, please see Graduate Admissions. 
  

Requirements for Admission 

Degree-Seeking Students 
To apply for admission to one of our graduate programs, all applicants must submit the following: 

• Online application for admission, including the self-assessment essay and resume upload; 
• Official transcripts from every college or university attended; 
• Two letters of recommendation; 
• A non-refundable application fee; 
• Specific additional materials and/or work samples as required by each program. See: 

www.colum.edu/graduate. 
The college welcomes the submission of scores from standardized tests such as the GRE or GMAT, though 
neither is required for admission. Applicants who believe their scores will strengthen their applications are 
encouraged to submit them. 



 
Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they have earned, or will have earned, a bachelor's degree 
before they enroll. In addition, an undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or higher is strongly recommended. However, 
the Graduate Admissions Review Committee considers all parts of all application packages as a whole, and 
will take into consideration both cumulative and major GPAs. 
  

Non-degree Seeking Students 
(formerly Students At-Large) 

A small number of graduate level courses are available for non-degree-seeking students. Contact the 
Graduate Admissions & Services Office for more information about which courses are available. 

Non-degree students may apply for admission as a degree-seeking graduate student in accordance with 
published admission deadlines. Students may not change their enrollment status mid-semester; that is, a 
non-degree student must complete his or her current semester of enrollment as a non-degree student and 
enroll as a degree candidate in the next fall semester following admission to the College. Credit earned as a 
non-degree student may be applied toward a Columbia College Chicago graduate degree only at the 
discretion of the academic department to which the student is granted admission. Non-degree students are 
not eligible for financial aid through federal, state, or institutional programs or for veterans' benefits. 

  

Application and Scholarship Deadlines 
Columbia College Chicago's graduate programs admit students for the fall semester only. Application 
deadlines vary from program to program, but typically fall between the end of December and mid-January 
for admission to the following fall semester (see colum.edu/deadlines for this year's specific dates). Students 
must submit the online admission application by their program's application deadline; all supplemental 
materials and documentation must be postmarked by that date. Only complete application files that meet 
these criteria will be considered for admission by the Graduate Admissions Review Committee. In addition, 
only complete applications will be considered for the College's merit-based scholarship program for 
incoming graduate students. 
  

Retention of Application Materials 
Only the application form and transcript(s) are retained in a student's permanent educational record at 
Columbia College Chicago. Letters of recommendation and/or any additional supporting materials are not 
retained, nor are they available for student perusal prior to or after admission to the College. 
  

Applying to Multiple Graduate Programs 
Students may apply to only one master's degree program in an application cycle; they may re-apply in any 
subsequent year. They may also apply for a master's degree program and a certificate program 
concurrently. 
  



International Students 
Columbia College Chicago considers international students to be those applicants who are neither citizens 
nor permanent residents of the United States. 

Proof of English Language Proficiency 
Proof of English language proficiency is required for admission into the College's graduate if English is not 
the applicant's primary language. This can be demonstrated by submitting at least one of the following: 

• An official TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) score of at least 250 CBT (computer-
based test) or 100 composite IBT (internet-based test); 

• Transcript demonstrating that a degree has been earned from a U.S. college or university 
• Evidence that English is the primary language of instruction at the international college or university 

where a degree has been earned 
Note: Waivers will not be granted to international applicants/non-native speakers on the basis of U.S. 
employment or U.S. residency alone, nor solely on completion of an English as a Second Language (ESL) 
program. 
  

Credential Evaluation 
Official educational records (transcripts) of college/university work completed at institutions outside the 
United States require a credential evaluation, which converts foreign educational documents to U.S. 
equivalents. Students must submit all official or true copies of their educational records. Official educational 
records not written in English should include and English translation. 
  

Upon Acceptance 
If accepted for admission, international students must also submit the following, as applicable, as soon as 
possible after receiving their decision letter: 

• $450 CONFIRMATION DEPOSIT: The confirmation deposit secures the student's spot in the 
incoming class and initiates a review of the student's file by our International Office of Student 
Affairs, so that they may issue a SEVIS I-20 Certificate of Eligibility (one of the items required in 
order to obtain a visa). Note that an I-20 cannot be issued until all the required documents (below) 
have been received. The confirmation deposit can be paid at: colum.edu/gradpayment 

• OFFICIAL FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS: Students must submit an official bank letter/statement dated 
within six months of the start of classes.  

o Financial documentation should verify that the student has financial support available to 
them that is equivalent to Columbia College Chicago's published "Attendance Budget" for 
the year they intend to enroll. The current Attendance Budget is posted on Columbia's 
Student Financial Services website. 

o Financial documents should either be in the student's name or the name of the student's 
sponsor, if appropriate. 



o If the sponsor is providing the student with free room and board, then the student is 
exempt from having to provide documentation of the "Room and Board" portion of the 
Cost of Attendance.  

• CERTIFICATE OF SPONSORSHIP FORM: The Certificate of Sponsorship form should be 
completed only if someone else is providing funding for the student's graduate education; the 
person completing the form must also have it notarized. 

• AFFIDAVIT OF SPONSOR PROVIDING FREE ROOM & BOARD: The Affidavit of Sponsor 
Providing Free Room & Board form should be completed only if the student has a sponsor 
providing free housing for him or her while he or she is studying here. A photocopy of the lease or 
deed of the property should accompany the form. 

• IMMIGRATION PRE-TRANSFER VERIFICATION FORM: The Immigration Pre-Transfer 
Verification Form should only be completed if the student is currently in the U.S. on a F-1 visa. 
  

SEVIS and I-20 Issuance 
A SEVIS Form I-20 Certificate of Eligibility will be issued only after admission requirements have been 
fulfilled and the student has been granted written acceptance to Columbia College Chicago. If a student 
holds valid F-1 status, a SEVIS I-20 will be issued once the current school has released the student's SEVIS 
record to Columbia College Chicago. To remain in compliance with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Service regulations, students must be enrolled in a minimum of 9 credits (full-time) during each semester of 
an academic year, abide by the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requirements, 
and be in compliance with the College's Satisfactory Academic Progress policy each term. 

 
Columbia College Chicago is a SEVIS-approved institution and complies with any and all data collection and 
reporting requirements as mandated by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), a branch of the 
Department of Homeland Security. The College is obligated to report the following items on each 
international student who is admitted to and enrolled at Columbia College Chicago: enrollment status (full-
time/part-time); change of address; change of major, program of study, and educational level; employment; 
finances; school transfers; withdrawal from classes; and completion of studies. International students must 
promptly report any changes in these items to the Office of International Student Affairs. Failure to do so will 
result in a violation of immigration status. 

 
The College has implemented a mandatory health insurance plan for international students that meets 
immigration criteria. 

 
For further information regarding international graduate admissions and immigration-related issues, contact 
the Graduate Admissions & Services office. 
  

Admission Decisions 
Admission decisions are communicated via official letter from the Graduate Admissions & Services Office, 
and are typically mailed six to eight weeks after each program's application deadline. 
  

Accepting an Offer of Admission 



To accept an offer of admission, students must pay a non-refundable $450 Graduate Confirmation Deposit. 
This deposit may be paid via credit/debit card or check via colum.edu/gradpayment, and will be credited 
towards the student's first semester's tuition. 
  

Deferring Admission 
Admitted students may request permission to defer their admission for one year. However, deferrals are 
granted at the discretion of the department and are not guaranteed. If a student is granted a deferral, he or 
she will be required to submit a $300 Graduate Deferral Deposit in addition to a $450 Graduate Confirmation 
Deposit. After receiving permission and submitting these two payments, the student's seat in the next year's 
entering class will be guaranteed. If a student is considering deferral, he or she should contact the Graduate 
Admissions & Services office. 
  

Waitlist 
Typically, students placed on the waitlist during the admission process are informed whether or not a seat 
will become available 8-10 weeks from the date on their decision letter. However, it sometimes occurs that a 
space becomes available later into the summer or close to the beginning of the fall semester. The Graduate 
Office communicates waitlist decisions promptly as they are made. 
  

New Graduate Student Orientation and 
Registration 

Orientation 
The Graduate Admissions & Services Office hosts a remote Orientation that begins in mid-April, and is 
available to students throughout their first year at Columbia. This Orientation portal is designed to 
strategically introduce new graduate students to the information they need, and be available as a resource 
to them after they are current students.  
  

Registration: Degree-seeking Students 
Registration opens for incoming graduate students in mid-April. Students are eligible to register once they 
have submitted their $450 confirmation deposit, as well as final proof of their bachelor's degree. Students 
will receive information regarding registration from the Graduate Admissions & Services Office.    

Registration: Non-degree Seeking Students 
Non-degree students may register for courses at Columbia during open registration each semester after all 
degree-seeking candidates of the College have registered. Non-degree students must meet all prerequisite 



requirements for the courses in which they enroll.  
  

Tuition and Fees 
Tuition charges are based upon the number of credits for which a student enrolls each semester, and are 
calculated using the per-credit-hour rate for that program. Tuition rates, student fees, and refund schedules 
are established each year. Please consult the Student Financial Services Web site at www.colum.edu/sfs for 
up-to-date information, or consult the Student Financial Services Graduate Student Handbook for the current 
academic year. 

 
In addition, the College charges students additional fees to provide various student services such as 
graduation, registration, student activities, health services, and student health insurance. For current listings 
of tuition and fees, students should visit the Student Financial Services Web site at www.colum.edu/sfs for 
up-to-date information, or consult the Student Financial Services Graduate Student Handbook for the current 
academic year. 
  

Paying for College 
Creating a financial plan begins with evaluating and understanding all of the costs involved with attaining 
your Columbia education. The cost of a Columbia education differs from individual to individual depending 
on many personal choices. These may include anything from where you decided to live while you attend 
school to your personal transportation. With this in mind Columbia's Student Financial Services has 
designed tools to assist you in evaluating and determining your individual costs. For more information on the 
many payment options, plans and services Columbia offers please visit Create a Plan.  

Outstanding Student Account Balances 
Students who have not resolved their outstanding student account balance will not be able to register for 
future courses nor obtain copies of their official transcript and/or diploma. For assistance in resolving an 
outstanding student account balance contact the office of Student Financial Services. 
  

Refund Schedule 

Fall and Spring Semesters 

Effective Date of Withdrawal Percent Tuition Reduction 
 

Percent Course Fee Reduction 

 

1st week of class 100% 100% 

2nd week of class 100% 100% 



3rd week of class Full tuition charged 
 

0% 
 

Summer Semester 

Effective Date of Withdrawal Percent Tuition Reduction 
 

Percent Course Fee Reduction 

 

1st week of class 100% 100% 

2nd week of class Full tuition charged 0% 

   

Students who completely withdraw through the ninth week and were awarded Title IV aid (federal financial 
aid) will have their aid award prorated based on their last date of attendance. Award adjustments may result 
in an outstanding student account balance. Please see the Student Financial Services website for more 
information on how withdrawing impacts financial aid. 

  

Failing to attend class does not constitute an official withdrawal from the College. All accounts are 
considered active until the effective date of the official withdrawal. For more information about withdrawal 
from the College, please see Graduate Academic Policies. 
  

Federal/State Financial Aid 
All students wishing to be considered for any federal or state financial aid programs must first complete a 
Free Application for Student Financial Aid (FAFSA). Students may complete this form online at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov or if they need further assistance they should visit the Student Financial Services website. 
All students who receive federal/state financial aid must comply with all applicable regulations. Please visit 
the Student Financial Services website for a complete listing of funding sources available for application. 
 
Graduate federal aid recipients are required meet certain financial aid satisfactory academic progress 
standards (SAP). SAP is evaluated once per year at the end of spring semester. Failure to maintain 
satisfactory progress may result in the loss of financial aid eligibility. Please see the Student Financial 
Services website to learn more about Maintaining Your Eligibility. 

  


