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confides to.us that an act of Rosalie' s father nt proved to be 

but a stagger down into morass heavier and more �d�e�v�?�-�~�t�a�t�.�i�n�g� 

of ambition. ' I t is particularly interesting to note Mr . 

Hergersheimer' s case the change of f ashion from year to yc=:ar. 

In The Three Black Pennies the word of the year was r)aramount • ........__.._ ____ _ 
I t was deeper tb.an he supposed. - A par amo}int_ situation 

to ·,vhich he lacked the key. - - - .A small reason for with -

holding any paramount salvation. - - - Caught in the flood of 

:e..aramount_ disdain.' 11 Mr . Hergershe irner uses the wo!'d 

�e�n�g�a�g�_�i�n �~�;� with freedom, joy , a.nd frequency. Everything is 

engagi]1£.• "dress, people, even the room at the hotel. His hero 

wonders ' if his children would constitute a sufficient �e�n�g�~�e �-

ment. ' 11 

These writers seem t o be constantly searchi ng for a more 

I nreserche worq and have been prone to use i t largely and l oosely. 

Mark Sabr e i n If Vi nter Comes had ' a ·sudden sense of the tremen-

dous and uoignant advent ure on which t hey were embarked to-

get herJ.- he and hi s wif e. Thi s i n Mr . Wells has been over and 

over again a sense of fine adventure. In Ur . Hergersheimer, and 

Hr . lV alpol l , and i1i r . Huchi nson, and Tvlr . Fit zgeral d , and Mr . Swi u-

nerton as �w�e�~�l� as i n Mr . Hecht i t i s almost sure t o be a sense 

of somet hing poignant. Smart words spread fast and �y �o �~� cannot 

open a sensat ional novel today wi t hout encount ering thi s now 

vague and fervi d att r ,i bu t e. rr The words urge and i nt reague have 

both enjoyed popularit y and at pr esent people are as pl eased as 

wi th a nev1 hat i f they use the t er m, compl ex. rrhey all seem t o 

have a st yle compl ex. 

When chi val ry prevailed writers borrowed t heir f i gures from 
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their surroundings . A l ady's heart was a castle to whi ch the 

kni ght l ay s i ege . Lat er i n sp eaking of matters of love t he 

same vo cabul a ry was used a s i n electricity--or d i d e l ectricity 

( borr ow t he wo r ds?--a t traction , repul s i on , affinity , s hocking , 

p os it ive , nega t ive • .P.nd now, she is only a Sheba ! 

There senms t o be ~ a p.re va1 Ant pr ide in us ing words tha t 

other pAorlA ar1. vsing , and at the propnr time . As for s lane;, a 

1910 word used in 1925 would be as out of place as a 1910 {;ol~d would 

be. Le t us consider some of these chant; ing catch vmrds f 'or a 

minute . ShRlmspP.are 's Pxpressi.on of d isfavor, ''go to !' has become 

su ccess ively 11 come off", and "c-o on" 0 - • The words , rta id, mare , t_;ir'l 

and virgin once we:r·e used in e ithe r gender . Chi ld in Shakespeare 1 s 

t ime WRS a synonym 1'or g irl. That~ t is hard. for style in r-1en ' s 

clr•ess to d Lee out , however shr1p le ~t may be now is eviGced by 

these changine; te :r 1s: coxcomb , fop , exquisite, dandy , dude , and 

cand;T kid . Ii'ror:t beau to she ik is a far cry . Thi8 last idiom, 

"a far c:r~y", is a contribution fr•om the hunt RS are also "hue and 

cry", 11 in at the death" , and 1'ride to a fall '' . Ti'ron ~d~o...Qlr...s to 

is a stacgering i r: terva1, but perhaps there isn't much 

st7 le in gee whiz . The little word be<S6nning with a D and follovred 

by e.. dn sh seer1s to be mo Pe popular to dr,:,r , ra:rti Ct~lnr17,r with e.:;ir l s 

in their' early'' ~Hcoteens "! nskirt, 11 "Jane , 11 11 cop , 11 a nd 11 bull 11 

are mast styl h)h among the burgling f r a tern ity . In fact t h e 

origin of much of the slang we hear is questionable . .Among the 

accessories for speed in our vehicle is nthe rush hour . n .An 

Englh>h vvoman hearing thiG phrase was greatly taken with it, and 

repeated it with evide nt -" l easure . When asked whc.. t they wnuld 

say in IDngland f or 11 r u sh h our 11 she hesitated , then said , 11 '!/hy 

the hour at v7hich traffic is mo st congested t tt 
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But '!!hen it comes to style for stylP. ' s sake , the insignia 

of style,which only the colleges can furnish q ith true 

artistic effect , I am reminded of a story i n a recent magazine . 

The son and heir had l'eturned f rom college . It did not say 

whether he was a lounge lizard or not . The family , wrapped in 

admiration ; ",,vere neglecting t heir breakfast , wh ile the son , , 

in this case , a varient of 11 a cake eater , 11 was stowing a~JYay hot 

crispy pancakes . Aunt Elizabeth casually observed that the new 

cook made delicious pancakes , whereupon the s on and heir 1v1th 

devastating and most engaging :flattery replied , nwell, Aunt 

Elizabeth, you can s l ing a pretty dirty pancake yourself . " 

As eve ry one has h is own self starter I feel thr:.t my 

responsibility for the vehicle i s aeEre .. .-a_ t-ali -er J. · 


