











Entertainment

‘New management’ turns Future Four around

By Sarah Karp
and Katrena Washington

When Eugene Watkins, James

Peters, and Jerome Lowery from |

Hyde Park and Sadar Abdullah
from King formed the Future Four
three years ago, it seemed as if
they weren't going to make it any-
where. But then Kevin Shine
came into their lives, and things
started to pick up.

Kevin Shine is now the Future
Four's manager. He knows the
key to show business — connec-
tions.

Shine went to Hyde Park where

he saw many teen groups that |

never got off their feet. This gave
him the desire to get into manag-
ing along with other aspects of the
music business.

The first thing Shine did was to
set up a professional staff that
would help the Future Four stage
their act. Then he introduced the
group to some radio performers
who offered to help them get

started. Finally Shine arranged for |

some “gigs.” With his connections
they have played at the Regal, the
Crystal Palace, Fantasy, and
Screaming Wheels.

Shine established some strong
professional requirements for the
musicians. Not only do they have |
to goto practice everyday forthree |
hours, but they have to do well in
school. “lIf we don't get a “C" |

| average in school, then we will
either be suspended or expelled
from the group,” Lower said.
Another step that the group is
| taking toward their music career is

| to acquire voice lessons from
Bobby Wilson, a teacher at Co-
lumbia College. Although they’re
still lip-sinking the music of New
Edition, by August they hope to be
producing live music of their own
with their own original songs.

The Future Four all admit that
they've learned that giving up
things is part of the job. One ofthe
old group members was inter-
ested only in girls and rarely came
to rehearsals. When Shine took
| over as manager, the unreliable
member was replaced.

For other new groups who want
to gain recognition, Kevin Shine is
staging a Gala, "The Stars Come
Out to Play” in December. “It will
not be a type of recital as so-many
of these galas are,” said Shine.
“This will be an energetic team of
five groups with ten minutes to
play.” He encourages teens to
| come out and be a part of it. Fliers

will be distributed in local schools
announcing the gala.

The Future Four will be the lead
| group in the gala — Shine's best
| example of what can happen with
| good management “Now people
love our group,” Lower said,
whereas, before, people booed us
off the stage.”

The Future Four look toward to a bright future. (From left to right) James Peters, Jerome Lowery, Mark
Johnson, and Eugene Watkins. Photo by Marco Rios.

Television Auditions

New Expression’s cable television teen talk show, HARDCOVER, is holding auditions.
Positions open are: talk show host and news anchor.

Anyone interested in trying out for these positions should contact Jeff Auer or Jeneen
Catlidge at 663-0543 after 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, or write Hardcover, Youth
Communication, 207 S. Wabash Chicago, lll 60645. Call or write before October 27.
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Alternative Chicago Public
School
ForPregnant School-Age Girls:
You may want to consider
transferring to the Telsa/Arts of
Living H.S.. If you are pregnant.
If you live south siderscall 947-
5080. North siders call 337-
3050. Call now for information!!
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dependent on others for *All services confidential
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_______ Creatlve ways for teens *24 hour hotline
_______ . to earn income. Put
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