











Thus, the new state of Guinea-Bissau committed “to achieving
well-being and progress for all its children.” It was this stress on
shaping a new society, not merely expelling the enemy, that
distinguished the national liberation movements from other
nationalist projects. As Namibian scholar and former SWAPO
member, Henning Melber, succinctly put it:

The anti-colonial movement’s proclaimed goals and
perspectives were not only about fighting the oppressive and
exploitative system of apartheid colonialism. The liberation
struggle was at the same time about creating conditions for a
better life after apartheid-not only in terms of political and
human rights but also with regard to the inextricably linked
material dimensions to human well being and a decent living
of those previously marginalized and excluded from the
benefits of the wealth created (to a large extent by them).
(as quoted in Saul, John, "The Strange Death of Liberated
Southern Africa,” unpublished essay, April 2007)
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