






And ask no more 
To know me 
For I'm nothing but a shell of flesh 
Where Africa's revolt congealed 
Its cry pregnant with hope . 

. Ending colonialism and the attaining of national independence then 
was a major, if not the major goal of African liberation 
movements. But none of the serious liberation movements limited 
themselves to merely getting political independence-in much the 
same way the substantive civil rights movements and civil rights 
leaders in the USA never limited themselves to being able to sit in 
restaurants, ride in the front of buses, or sleep with white people. 
Read the memoirs of Rev. King and James Foreman and/or the 
minutes of SCLC or SNCC meetings and what comes across 
repeatedly is a broad program calling for change and 
transformation in many, many sectors of society. From Samora 
Machel's pronouncement that the emancipation of women was the 
essential pre-requisite for change in Mozambique to the belief of 
all the ANC leadership from Luthuli onwards that the struggle in 
South Africa was one aimed at freeing the whites as much as the 
blacks, what one sees is a commitment to systemic change, not 
simply changing the skin color of those doing the governing. 

Guinea-Bissau's September 24, 1973 Proclamation of 
Independence, for example, declared: "The State of Guinea-Bissau 
assumes responsibility for promoting the economic advancement of 
the country, thereby creating the material basis for the 
development of culture, science and technology, with a view to the 
continuing improvement of the social and economic living 
standards of our population and with the ultimate aim of achieving 
a life of peace, well-being and progress Jo~ all our country's 
children ... " 

[ The African Liberation Reader, Vol 3, p. 209] 
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Thus, the new state of Guinea-Bissau committed "to achieving 
well-being and progress for all its children." It was this stress on 
shaping a new society, not merely expelling the enemy, that 
distinguished the national liberation movements from other 
nationalist projects. As Namibian scholar and former SW APO 
member, Henning Melber, succinctly put it: 

The anti-colonial movement's proclaimed goals and 
perspectives were not only about fighting the oppressive and 
exploitative system of apartheid colonialism. The liberation 
struggle was at the same time about creating conditions for a 
better life after apartheid-not only in terms of political and 
human rights but also with regard to the inextricably linked 
material dimensions to human well being and a decent living 
of those previously marginalized and excluded from the 
benefits of the wealth created (to a large extent by them). 
(as quoted in Saul, John, "The Strange Death of Liberated 
Southern Africa," unpublished essay, April 2007) 
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