






better understand what apartheid was all about. US citizens today must gain 

a much better understanding of what they view as" the too complicated" 

issues of Africa (Like "debt" "structural adjustment" "UNCT AD" and 

"humanitarian interventionism" )before they become more sensitive to the 

. justice/injustice around these issues, see how they are related to their own 

lives, and then begin to mobilize about them. John Nichols, a Madison 

Wisconsin journalist summarized the challenge we face doing organizing on 

Africa far more eloquently than I can in a recent Progressive magazine 

article when he wrote: 

The way to influence Obama and his Administration is to speak not so much to him as to 
America. Get out ahead of the new President, and of his spin-drive communications team. 
Highlight the right appointees and the right responses to deal with the challenges that matter 
most. Don't just critique, but rather propose. Advance big ideas and organize on their behalf; 
identify allies in federal agencies, especially in Congress, and work with them to dial up the 
pressure for progress. Don't expect Obama or his aides to do the left thing. 13 

As stated above, there are various communities that must be brought into our 

campaigning and work to give Africa and African countries a better chance. 

An irreplaceable participant community in this campaign, if not the 

irreplaceable participant is the large and growing sector of recent African 

immigrants to the US and the emerging second and third generations of 

Africans(from parents born in Africa) born in the US. 

13 Nichols, John, "How to Push Obama," The Progressive, January, 2009:22, as quoted in 
Zeleza,Paul,"The Dawn of the Obama Era: In Memory of the Ancestors," The Zeleza Post. 

http://www.zeleza.com/node/726/print 
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The late Phillipe Wamba- son of an African American mother and an 

African father, journalist and magna cum laude Harvard University graduate, 

killed prematurely in an auto crash- in his 1999 book Kinship envisioned 

. how future organizing in the USA on Africa's behalf would grow out of the 

seeds planted in previous decades when he concluded: 

"Today unprecedented numbers of Africans and 
West Indians live in the United States, adding further 
diversity and color to an already varied black 
population. And, faced with many of the same issues 
as American-born blacks in the United States, many 
feel motivated to collectively address common 
problems and add their voices to a black chorus calling 
for change ... To have an impact, we will need to build 
a mass movement of the sort that existed in the 1940' s, 
when organizations like the Council for African Affairs 
underlined the linkages between struggles for black 
freedom in America and Africa and fought for the 
liberation of all black people .... " 14 

14 Wamba,Phillipe, Kinship: A Family's Journey in Africa and America,(1999) 
Penguin, New York, pp 331 + 349. 
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