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The Toy

Your liking this film depends upon
what you think makes a film worth se-
eing. If you think that a comedy’s main
purpose should be to make its audience
laugh, you'll like “The Toy.” However, if
you're looking for a good script or an
involving plot, don’t consider “The Toy."

Jack Brown (Richard Pryor), a jour-
nalist looking for work, finally gets a job
as a cleaning woman/maid at Bates In-
dustry. Then the owner of Bates De-
partment Store (Jackie Gleason) asks
Brown to be his son Eric's playmate for a
week. The father never has time for Eric
and hopes that Brown will keep him
occupied.

Cleaning lady/playmate Pryor is as
funny as ever, and he still has the ability
to make old and over-used gags funny
with his facial expressions and prat falls.
The inter-action between Pryor and
Gleason is another highlight in the film.

Ned Beatty is funny as Morehouse,
Gleason's flunkie, who does’ anything
and everything to make sure his job is
secure, including the job of dropping his
pants when his boss wants to prove that
he has total power over him.

But “The Toy's” silliness also gives
the film problems. The golf-cart-chase is
not at all funny and leaves the audience
wondering why the characters were
chasing each other in the first place.

Although “The Toy's” plot is unex-
plainably dumb at times, this is not the
fim's biggest problem. It's when “The
Toy" tries to say something socially
significant about the rich and the prob-
lems that occur because of their money
and the way they use it, that the film goes
off the track. This really fails because the
jump from vaudevillian comedy to a
serious social problem happens too fast.
The characters aren’t developed
enough to make us believe them seri-
ously.

If you want some laughs, “The Toy" is
okay. But don't expect a film you'll want
to see again and again.

Quincyola Lewis

Movies can be like ROLAIDS over the
holidays. A good film can be the perfect
prescription to turn around a bad day or
improve a good one. Here are New Ex-
pression’s suggestions for films you
might choose for certain occasions over
the holidays

When your mother suggests, firmly,
: that you've got to babysit your brothers,
instead of violently attacking little John
and Billy Jr. at the end of the afternoon,
we propose an evening of violent com-
edy with Nick Nolte and Saturday Night
Live's Eddie Murphy, called “48 Hours.'

When you're finally finished, after five
hours in the library, completing Mrs.
Crabtree’s fourth term paper assign-
ment in as many months, we propose
you share your frustration with Dustin
Hoffman in “Tootsie.” You'll probably
need the laughs.

First Blood

Sometimes violence works. Some-
times it doesn’t. Sylvester Stallone has
made violence work in the past, but not
this time.

Stallone plays a Green Beret veteran
from Vietnam who thinks he has been
beaten and arrested for no apparent
reason. So, when he escapes from the
police station, he uses all of the tech-
niques he learned in Vietnam to keep
himself alive and to express his anger.

His violent attempts at survival last too
long. He mumbles his lines so much that
| found it hard to get involved in his
struggle.

Maybe the best Vietnam-related films
have all been made. After “The Deer
Hunter,” the violence of “First Blood”
seems very second-rate.

Brian Yrachta

The Toy

TELEVISION

Cheers

Set in the same tv style as Taxi,
Cheers takes place in a Boston tavern
named “Cheers.” The characters range
from the funny, smart-mouthed em-
ployees to some bizarre, spaced-out
customers.

The two characters that don't fit this
description are played by Ted Danson
and Shelly Long, a product of those
Homemaker's commercials.

Danson plays the washed-up
baseball players who once succumbed
to alcoholism, and later became the
owner of Cheers. Danson has a Robert
Hays-type image. That fact coupled with
his ability to deliver a funny line, makes
him and his character very likable.

Shelly Long is just as appealing in the
role of Diane Chambers. Jilted by her
fiance for his ex-wife, she becomes the
newly-employed barmaid at Cheers.

After seeing Shelly in commercials for
so long, it's refreshing to see such a
change. She has a unique talent that
isn't seen in many comedy series.

Nicolas Costalina and Rhea
Pearlman are excellent in their support-
ing roles, very reminiscent of Danny De
Vito and Marilu Henner in Taxi.

The best thing about Cheers is the
characters. They're real and believable,
not transparent and shallow like char-

HOLIDAY CALENDAR

Season-long

Adler Planatarium: “Star of Wonder”
sky show on Star of Bethlehem (call
322-0304 for information).

The DuSable Museum: exhibits of the
Black presence in dolls, 740 E. 56th PI.
(947-0600).

Daley Bicentennial Plaza: outdoor ice
skating, 337 E. Randolph 9am to 10 pm;
$1 admission and $1 skate rental (294-
4790).

McFettridge Park: indoor ice skating,
3743 N. California (call for times and
days, 478-0210).

Chicago Historical Society: exhibit of
Illinois toys and winter fashion in
Chicago from 1880 to 1980 (call 642-
4600 for information, Monday is free
day).

Museum of Science and Industry:
The 41st Annual Christmas Around the
World Festival (684-1414).

Wilmot Ski Hills, 6704 W. Belmont (call
736-0787 for information).

December

13 A Night with Phil Collins, Auditorium
Theatre, $13.50.

“The Taming of the Shrew,” Colum-
bia College, 72 E. 11th St., $2 with
student |.D. thru Dec. 19 (663-1600).

19 Caroling to the Animals; join the
carolers and musicians at Lincoln
Park Zoo, 3 pm. (294-2493).
Christmas Holiday Pops Concert,
Orchestra of lllinois and Chicago
Children’s Concert conducted by
Peter Nero, Auditorium Theatre, 3
pm., $5 - $19.50 (263-3787).

“The Nutcracker,” Drury Lane
South, 2500 W. 95th, 12:30, $3.50.

21 "Bill,” Ch. 2, 8 pm.

“A Christmas Night,” 4637 W. 83rd,
7:30 pm (582-4464) thru Dec. 23,
free.

22 "A Christmas Package,” 3721 W.
111th St., 7:30 pm.

24 “The Muppet Movie,” Ch. 2, 7 pm.

25 “Fifth Annual Tribute to American
Artists,” Ch. 2, 7 pm.

31 Rock 'n Roll Party, Richard Nader
with Chuck Barry, Rosemont Hori-
zon, $17.50.

New Years Eve with Utopia,
Auditorium Theatre, $11.50 - $13.50
(263-3787).

NE'’s film picks for
any vacation mood

And after having to clean the house
because Aunt Mabel is coming over,
you'll want to escape into another world
where nobody uses detergents, like Jim
Henson's “Dark Crystal,” starring his
spectacular and bizarre puppets.

And for that special holiday film date
with your own someone special, con-
sider Richard Gene and Debra Winger in
“Days of Heaven.”

Finally for that last day of vacation,
when you're not sure what you'll be fac-
ing on Monday morning, and this is your
last chance for a little fun and excite-
ment, we suggest a good, romantic
comedy: maybe Burt Reynold and Gol-
die Hawn in “Best Friends" or Sally
Field, James Caan, and Jeff Bridges in
‘Kiss Me Goodbye.”

Quincyola Lewis

Cheers

acters in most TV sitcoms. They're
characters many people will relate to
and believe in.

Cheers is well written, full of wit and
good humor, which gives it the potential
to be one of those very few landmark
comedy series.

Kim Boyd

Family Ties

This fresh, bright new comedy on Ch.
5 is the complete opposite of “All in the
Family,” with the children as the conser-
vative Republicans and the parents as
liberal Democrats. The huge generation
gap between the parents and their teens
is depicted with style and wit.

| find that the show has two faults. The
children’s roles are written to be too cute.
And the show relies too much on jokes
that are typical of “Happy Days and
“Laverne and Shirley” type comedies.

Meridith Baxter Birney and Michael
Gross are very.good in their roles as
left-over flower children from the ’60s,
which is ancient history for people born
after 1965. But teens should have an
easy time understanding the '80s
dialogue about Reaganomics and pre-
ppies. The show could improve or die
depending on how well the writers keep
up with the kind of events teens are
really talking about.

Brian Yracheta

GUARANTEE
YOUR FUTURE.

Choose the Army skill you want to learn, qualify for it, and
we'll guarantee you, in writing, the opportunity to be trained in it.
It's that simple. It's called the Delayed Entry Programi.

Tell us the training you want, and we'll reserve for you the
first available spot, before you sign up.

Though you have to be a high school graduate to qualify
for this program, you can sign up in your senior year. In that case,
we'll reserve your training until after you graduate.

With more than 300 skills, the Army certainly has one waiting
just for you. Find out. Call or visit your local Army Recruiter.

ARMY. BE ALLYOU CAN BE.
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