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the people of Namibia and other parts of black Africa when he re-
commended to the Foreign Office "disengagement from black Africa 
and other less economically important areas and concentration on the 
'developed' parts of the world such as Australia, Canada and South , , 
Africa •. "*** It's a· report to be read , one that rests squarely in 
the manipulative and dominating tradition of the European world's 
"civilizing missions" !'trusteeships" and white man's "burdens''. 

In· many, many of its aspects it's a history which could be told by 
many. Aboriginals in -Australia - victims of Rio Tinto Zinc's greed 
there - could tell it. The Shoshone in Montana - there vicitms of 
AMAX, Newmont, Bethlehem,1 - could tell it. Black, Puerto Rican and 
Mexican workers in Bethlehem's south side Chicago"plant could tell 
related histories of super-exploitation, on the job injuries, "speed­
up", layoffs and pay raises for white male executives. The Guaymi in 
Panama could recite the same hisotry of Rio Tinto's desecrating sacred 
land. As someone put it in a recent Rio Tinto annual meeting: 

"it's the same old story of 'sucking the goodness 
out of the land and spitting ~tin people's faces'". (5) 

Who among us would be s~rprised if with the days of a free SWAPO-led 
Namibia, there comes from the Namibian people an unequivocal demand 
for reparations from the Rio Tinto Zincs, Metallgesellschaft, Bethlehems 
and Unilevers? Who among us would blame (given the history) a free 
Namibia government, which fully aware of the operations of a mine 
like Rossing wh~rein it has established within the company its own 
paramilitary organization, if it banned Rossing and its various managers 
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from ever operating in Namibia? 

Just as there is a changed global situation in the world today, so 
too is there a change in the consciousness of many working and church 
peoplecthroughout the world. More and more people see their own inter­
relatedness. More and more in Britain, the UK, Germany, regular folk 
see a relationship between their handling dangerous "yellowcake in un­
marked furniture trucks and the bombings of children in refugee camps 
so that the same companies can keep on getting the same ol'yellowcake. 
Like Mylai, like Wiriyami (like Orangeburg and New Cross) Kassinga is 
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***Lan 'ning, Mueller, Africa Undermined, Penguin, 1979, p. 425 

(S)"RTZ Chief Shouted Down By Shareholders" Guardian, May 28, 1981 
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not forgotten. It remains emblazoned in our memories impelling us ever 

forward. 

Mr~/Ms. Chairman, fr.iends, my deepest gratitude to be with you this , , 
ev~ning. To share with you this day. On behalf of the wee I extend our 

congratulations and solidarity. From myself I say simply A Luta continua! 


