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Mr. Chairman, In spite of the obstacles which continue to daunt inter­
national efforts, we are strengthened and inspired by the struggle 
inside South Africa. Let us remember that our work is empowered not 

t: 
only by our belief that "racism is a sin against God and against 
fellow human beings" but also by the generations of brave and 
visionary people who have resisted and fought and whose inheritors 
continue to do so inside South Africa today. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Our colleague Bishop Desmond Tutu has been widely quoted recently 
for saying: 

"Those who invest in South Africa should please do 
so with their eyes open. They must not delude them­
selves that they are-doing anything for the benefit 
of blacks. Please let us at least get rid of this 
humbug. They must understand that they are butt3Tssing 
one of the most vicious systems since Nazism." 

What he went on to say, and what was not so widely quoted, is that in 
South Africa today there is a growing hatred and hostility especially 
amongst younger blacks determined.to be free. "They are committed" 
he pointed out, "in the face of police dogs and bullets, tear gas, 
prison and even death in their determination to usher freedom into 
South Africa, for both Black and White". The resistance intensifies 
and escalates today as evidenced in the recent protests against Republic 
Day, the coloured school children's continuing boycott, and.the labor 
struggles around Ford and Firestone. 

Mr. Chairman, 

We urge the Detroit community to continue the work, multiply this 
seminar into a thousands. Let our few become thousands of mobilized 
Detroit citizens. We approach this most important seminar conscious 
of the fears and failures of the c~urches, and conscious of the 
continuing challenge which the dismantlement of the apartheid system 
represents for all of us. We would like to leave with the sponsors 
and workers for this seminar our congratulations and our willingness 
to continue to work with you as you attempt the imperative work of 
taking this seminar and its results and multiplying them a thousand 
fold into educational/mobilizing workshops for locals, churches, 

(3) Tutu, Bishop Desmond, An Address to the Assembly of the British 
Council of Churches, London, 31st March, 1981. 
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high schools and universities throughout greater Detroit. There is a 
momenfous challenge before us just now. It is that of informing the 

American people so that they can act and not be silent before½ a 

virulent global growth of a deadly variant of racism from Johannes­

burg to Detroit and from Atlanta to London. We also leave this seminar 
• 

emboldened by knowing that in spite of those principalities which, 
like the Reagan administration, seek to embrace apartheid, nazism 

there is a growing tide of churches, unions, state and local govern­

ments, anti-apartheid groups and individuals, all of whom seek to 
be counted only with those brave people inside, black and white, men 

and women, who continue traveling the pathways of resistance. If 

there is one truth we can identify from the last two days it is that 

moment when JohnGaetsewe .said that theirs was not a stru~gle about the 

• numbers of white collar employees or about toilets, it was about their 

desire to rule their own land. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Madam Chairman, friends of Detroit, for 

this opportunity to share with . you •. 


