








Left to right: 
Guitarist Russell 
Eggenberger 
(27), drummer 
Jason Burley 
(20), rhythm 
gu itarist / har
monica player 
Matt Radowski 
(27) and lead 
vocalist / 

he had a band. "I lied, 
of course," he says. "I 
was like, 'Oh yeah, sure. 
Sure I've got a band!' So 
they gave me a couple of 
dates and I called [Kelly 
and Eggenberger] and 
was like, 'Listen, we've 
got a couple of gigs now, 
so we're officially a band 
now and here we go!"' 

It wasn't until 2003, 
when Radowski gradu

bassist Aaron 
Kelly (27). 

,, ated from ISU, that they 
took their band seriously. "We all lived in dif
ferent places and had to find different places 
to practice, like the drummer's parents' busi
ness, my girlfriend's parents' basement, [Rus
sell's] parents' house," says Kelly. 

Jason Burley, the band's 20-year-old 
drummer from Montgomery, Pa., joined 
Overman in October 2008 after responding 
to a message from the band seeking a drum-
mer. 

Outside the box 
"Sometimes it's dangerous to think outside 

the box." The first lyrics in "Evolution Rocks" 
describe the situation Kelly found himself 
in when he gave up on the PowerPoint and 
decided to write a song instead. After stay
ing up all night writing, he printed out lyric 
sheets for everyone in the class and played his 
song in front of them. "I was not sure how the 
teacher would react, like, 'This took you an 
hour,' or 'This is a mockery of my class,' but 
she ended up really loving it. Everyone in my 
class did," he says. 

Kelly brought the song to Overman, which 
recorded it and came up with a marketing 
plan: They would email 

two years. The band repeated 
this viral advertising campaign 
in September 2008. 

Based on the strong re
sponse, they decided to take it 
further and tell everyone they 
could reach in the scientific 
community. "We hoped that, 
hey, if you like it, great, play 
it for your students, play it for 
yourself, for your kids, for your 
dog, for your plants. And if they 
didn't like it, that's fine too. But 
our responses so far have been 
overwhelmingly positive," says 
Eggenberger. 

Michael Shermer, publisher 
of Skeptic magazine, men
tioned the song in one of his 
newsletters. Daniel Loxton, 
Skeptic staff writer, included the song on a 
Skeptic mix-tape, a free science communica
tion project launched this winter. "It was re
ally a no-brainer," he says. "The song was a 
good match for the project." 

"Evolution Rocks" has since been used on 
a PBS evolution special. The band is currently 
in discussions with WGN-TV about a music 
segment. "We got an email from the segment 
producer who wanted to do a piece with us 
and have us in for a jam session and an in
terview," Kelly says. "Now we're just going 
back and forth trying to get the producer's 
approval." 

Raising the bar 
Although the original song was created as 

a school project, its success led to a bigger 
goal: a musical science presentation that will 
be fun and educational. "At some point, after 
one or two more albums and getting more 

biology professors and 
give them a link to the 
lyrics and a recording of 
the song. "We decided, 
you know, why not?" says 
Eggenberger. "If nothing 
else, they'd think it's kind 
of funny, maybe play it 
for a couple of students, 
and cool, they'd like 
it." They emailed about 
1,300 biology professors 
in 2006, and watched 
the hits on iSOUND, a 
website for musicians. 
Soon Overman was the 
No. 1 unsigned band on 
the iSOUND chart. Ac
cording to Kelly, the 
song generated close to 
25,000 downloads in just 

''EVOLUTION ROCKS'' 
(LAST VERSE): 

variety, we hope to do a 
science-rocks kind of al
bum with other science
minded songs," says 
Kelly. Four billion years now, 

the tree of life grows on. 
1Vinety-nine percent of species 

have corne and noiu they're 
gone. 

A si111ile to the affinities, iue're 
all 111ade up of dust. 

It's ok to think this ivay, your 
God won't 111ind that 111uch. 

So111etin1es it's dangerous to 
stay inside the bo,-c. 

Keeping that in 111ind I think 
evolution rocks. 

Keeping that in 111ind, I think 
evolution rocks. 

For more information: 
http ://overman.info 

Overman is planning 
a spring school tour. 
So far, the band has 
received interest from 
MIT, Syracuse Universi
ty, Texas A&M and Cor
nell University, among 
others. They hope to 
extend the tour to the 
United Kingdom and 
Australia. "Those are the 
best shows we imagine, 
the best double-ups we 
can imagine: playing at 
schools during the day, 
then playing at the clubs 

at night and doing our rock-and-roll routine 
and having a good, fun time doing it all," says 
Radowski. 

Meanwhile, "Evolution Rocks" is making 
the rounds. Alan Molumby, a biology profes
sor at the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
directs his students to the song. "A song like 
that shows people that they can take an ac
tive interest in their own education, and they 
can produce a product of their own," he says. 
DorothyBelle Poli, an assistant professor of 
biology at Roanoke College, uses the song in 
her senior biology course. "The catchy melody 
and lyrics have [the class] singing lines all of 
the time," says Poli. "It has become something 
they easily recite, which makes me happy be
cause it also keeps facts in their heads!" 

Overman has begun working on a couple 
of new songs, including "God of the Gaps," 
which was inspired by Carl Sagan. "Our pre
sentation has come to a point with a little 
more focus, and we've got some news songs 
that will fit in there really, really nicely," says 
Radowski. 

Today, the musicians of Overman treat 
their band as a do-it-yourself business. They 
hold business meetings, create business mod
els and draft market plans. "We just try and 
take it as serious on that side as we can with
out infringing on the pure fun that it is being 
a band and being able to play music," says 
Radowski. The band members also live and 
rehearse together in a Joliet farmhouse they 
dubbed the Overhouse. Recently, they were 
filmed there for "God is D_ad,'' a movie that 
will be shown at the Sundance and South by 
Southwest music festivals. 

In the future, Overman hopes to continue 
reaching out to everyone: students, teachers, 
science-minded individuals and their rock
and-roll fans. "We're going to take it every
where in the world," says Burley. 
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Illustration by MELISA DES ROSIER 

After you're gone 
[A glimpse of your post-graduation life] 

So, you're almost one foot out the door of college. 
Before you close that chapter in your life, 

here's a look at some things you can look forward to and the things you just might miss. 

LOOKING FORWARD 

1. No one asking what you're going to do with your major 
2. A salary that might be large enough to pay your bills 
3. No more homework 
4. Paid sick days (perhaps) 
5. Weekends off 
6. An excuse to buy work clothes 
7. Conversations that don't revolve around school 
8. The respect of your working peers 
9. Choice of vacation time 
10. Moving out of your parents' house 
- SAMANTHA WILSON 
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LOOKING BACK 

1. Your U-Pass 
2. Student discounts 
3. House parties 
4. Sororities and fraternities 
5. Lots of relationship possibilities 
6. Campus organizations, events and activities 
7. Guidance from your professors and advisors 
8. Winter and summer breaks 
9. A flexible schedule 
10. The college community 
- EBONE McCLOUD 
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now PLA~1nG • 312 902-1~00 
Drury Lane Theatre Water Tower Place 

Group, (20+) call (312)977-1710 • ticketmaster.com • BROIDWIYINCHICAGO.com 
*Valid student identification required. Available two hours prior to performance at the box office only. Limit of 2 per ID. 

Locations based on availability. Not valid for Saturday evening performances. Subject to availability. Cash only. I. .. - __ ., "-. x II'... 



PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
AN OPEN HOUSE: 

April 1, 11 :30 - 1 :00 
May 20, 11:30 - 1:00 

To R.S.V.P. or for more information call 
312-201-5900 or visit www.adler.edu 

SCHOOL of Professional 
Psychology 

www.adler.edu 


