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A Voice Of Afro-American Opinion

Vo!. 3. No.4

June-July, 1974

Double Issue 40 Cents

From Dar-es-Salaam To Raleigh, N.C.

Commentary

The Sixth Pan African Congress re-
cently held in Dar-es-Salaam, Tan-
zania from the 19th to the 27th of
June, and the march held in Raleigh,
North Carolina on July 5th sponsored
by the National Alliance Against Rac-
ist and Political Repression
(NAARPR), merit our special atten-
tion. Both of these historic events sig-
nifies the growing anti-imperialist,
anti-racist, and anti-capitalist activi-
ties of progressive forces in the U.S.
tand in the rest of the world, and the
importance of building a United Front
in this country against repression. In
both events, the activities stress the
nature of the class struggle in the
world as opposed to the nationalist
concepts of a few who would relegate
the struggle to a racist struggle of
Black against white.

At the Sixth Pan African Congress

in Dar-es-Salaam, 500 people repre-.

senting over 60-odd African and other

states and organizations discussed go-
ing beyond nationalism to the fight
against colonialism, racism, Zionism,
‘neo-colonialism, and imperialism.
The Coungress discussion centered
around the speeches of President Ju-
lius Nyerere of Tanzania, and the
President of Guinea, Sekou Toure.
These speeches made up the tempor-
ary draft that is printed in this issue
of the African Agenda which be-
came the “General Declaration” of
the Congress.

The Congress affirmed the position
.of Dr. W. E. B. Dubois, the leader of
the previous five Pan African Con-
gresses, who at that time advanced a
position of anti-colonialism, to a new
level of social and political reality.
This Congress, over the objections of
certain members of the U.S. delega-
tion, reached the conclusion that to-
day’s realities are that a class strug-

gle exists between the forces of So-
cialism and Capitalism, and that all
progressive forces have a duty, es-
pecially the people of African descent
in the Capitalist countries, to fight
againstimperialism and racism in their
countries in alliance with other forces.
The historical forward march of So-
cialism was also stressed by the Afri-
can delegates which indicated the
growth, development, and influence of
the non-capitalist road development in
Africa, socialist reconstruction, and
the strength of the world socialist sys-
tem.

Rev. Ralph Abernathy
and Angela Davis

The conclusions reached in Dar-es-
Salaam were reinforced in Raleigh,
North Carolina. Ten thousand people
came to hear Angela Davis (NAARPR),
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, President of
S.C.L.C., Raleigh’s Mayor Clarence
Leichtner, Jose ‘Che’ Velasquez, of
the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, Clyde
Bellecourt of the American Indian
Movement, Rev. Ben Chavis and Char-
lene Mitchell of the (NAARPR) and
many others. The march took place to
protest the extreme repression of the
minorities, the poor, and the peonle’s

movement in North Carolina.

North Carolina is the No. 1 disaster
area in the country in terms of racial
injustice, “About one-third of the peo-
ple in the country on death row are in
North Carolina’s Central State Prison
(121 persons are on death row across
the nation), and the vast majority (27
out of 41) of those on death row in the
state are Black,” observed Charlene¢
Mitchell, executive director of the
NAARPR. North Carolina is also a
leader in the creation of so-called “be-
havior modification centers” such as
the proposed construction of the ‘Fed-
eral Center for Correctional Research
in Butner, N.C. Therefore, North Caro-
lina is symbolic of the most repressive
institutions against people in thisg
country.

The lessons to be drawn from these
two events are reflected in the differ-
ences in the period of the 1960’s and
today. The march in Raleigh is very
significant in light of the fact that
Watergate has exposed, to some ex-
tent, to the American people the ma-
chinery of corruption and political
and racial repression operating in and
under the Nixon administration. Be-
cause of Watergate there is more of a
need to stop the fascist and racist plans
of the Nikons and their capitalist spon-
sors. We need a thousand Raleighs to
expose and defeat national, state and
local attempts to silence people who
speak out against racist and political
repression. Raleigh proved the im-
portance of the United Front in our
fight against repression. Today’s polit-
ical and racist repression is of a much
broader character than it was in the
1960’s.

Today a United Front must be built
in all form of struggle that includes
communist, Christians, independents,
trade unionist, nationalist, and pco-

(Continued on paoce 8)°
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Let My People Go

(1 he 1ollowing abndged speech by Kev.
Ralph Abernathy was given ot Raleigh,
North Carolina, July 5, 1474 —Edo

To my dear sister, Angela Davis, and
to all my blue-eyed and brown-eyed
soul brothers and sisters. On my march
from Egyptland to Canaan, 1 have
come again to the mountain of Raieigh
to say a word to the Pharaohs of this
state. The word is simple and the word
is plain: let my people go. On my way
to Canaan standing on the banks of the
Jordan, a Jordan that is drying up, a
Jordan that is running dry, I come
again to Raleigh, North Carolina, one
of the most repressive states in the
United States of America; a state that
has on death row now almost as many
individuals as the other forty-nine
states have combined; a state that has
in prison almost as many prisoners as
all of the other states combined. This
is Egypt’s land. There are Pharaohs in
this land. I've come on this fourth of
July to speak to the nation to say to
Richard Millhouse Nixon, let my peo-
ple go.

I don’t know about you, but I'm tired
of marching. I've been marching for
the last twenty years. I marched in
Birmingham, Alabama when Angela
was a little girl in elementary school.
And I've come here today to march
with my white brothers and sisters who
have the courage to march with me; to
march in the bosom of the Right of
White People’s Organization of North
Carolina; to march in the presence of
the Ku Klux Klan; to march with my
Communist brothers and sisters; to
march with my Red brothers and sis-
ters; to march with my Brown brothers
and sisters; to march because the
same foot of iron oppression that seeks
to keep me down as a Black man is
seeking to keep us all down whether
we be Christian or Communist. And
they’re going to warn us. They want
to tell us that something is wrong with
some people because they’re Com-
munist. Well I want to tell you right
now, if that trickster Richard Mill-
house Nixon can go to Russia and sit
down and talk to the head of the Com-
munist Party; it’s with pride, it’s an
honor for me to march with Angela
Davis.

I’ve been incarcerated thirty eight
times. And everytime I go to jail, I find
that these jails are running over with
young ablebodied Black men and
women. Seventy per cent of the peo-
ple in jail today are young, ablebodied
Black men and women; not because
we commit more crimes, but simply
because there is something wrong with
this system, a system that denies nec-
essities t* ~ e masses in order to give

luxuries to the classes; a svstem that
talks about free enterprise. Hell, we
ain’t got no free enterprise except for
the poor. and we have subsidized so-
ciabsm for the rich. The rich of this
nation today are subsidized. You can
call it whatever you want to. They
receive a handout from the govern-
ment; they receive aid from the state.

- I'm sick and tired of our people dy-
ing on death row. We have come to
North Carolina to tell the nation, and
to tell the governor to free our people.
The real criminals in America are not
in )ail. The real criminals in America
are on the outside. If I had my way 1
would take a flight this afternoon to
New York City and there I would ar-
rest Mr. Law and Order himself. I’m
talking about Mr. Mitchell, the former
Attorney General. And then I would
take a ticket on the first train back to
Baltimore where I would pick up
Spiro Agnew. For these are the crim-
inals. Then 1 would make my way out
to Friendship Airport and I would get
me a 747 jet and I would land in Sac-
remento, California and there I would
arrest the notorious movie star known
as Gov. Ronald Reagan. I would come
on back to Charleston and there 1
would pick up Sen. Strom Thurmond.
Then I'd make my way to the Dulles
Airport in Washington D.C., and I'd
move over to Penn. Ave. and make my
way down to 16th Street where there’s
a house that they do not call the Black
House for it does not represent Black
people. They do not call it the Brown
House, for it does not represent Brown
people; they do not call it the Yellow
House for it does not represent Yellow
people; they do not call it the Poor
House because they are not concerned
about the rights of poor people. I'd
make my way to that house known as
the White House, and there I would
issue a subpoena and I would arrest
the most notorious criminal in Amer-
ica, Richard Millhouse Nixon. There
is a warrant I want to issue for his
arrest today.

I bring an indictment on behalf of
10,000 people who are here assem-
bled in North Carolina today, in
Raleigh, the capital city. I bring an
indictment against the President be-
cause he refuses to feed the hungry;
he refuses to house the ill housed; he
refuses to educate the uneducated. Yet
he’s concerned about the crisis in the
Middle East and won’t even solve the
problems right here in the deep south.
Richard Millhouse Nixon has made
only one promise that he kept and that
was to take crime out of the streets.
He took the crime out of the streets
and put it in the White House.

Brothers and sisters, ladies and gen-
tlemen, we must make it powerfully
clear in Raleigh today that we are not

e

REV. RALPH ABERNATHY

afriad. Surely they killed Mama King
in Atlanta the other day. I said then
that it's part of a conspiracy, a con-
spiracy that was started a long time
ago. A conspiracy that killed John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy, that killed Robert
Francis Kennedy, that killed Martin
Luther King, that killed Malcolm X,
And they said Ralph Abernathy you
are on the list. I'm ready because I'm
dying everyday. They're paying off in-
dividuals, people in high places are
behind this conspiracy. Well, I want
you to know right now you may kill
my body but you can’t kill my spirit,
Because I woke up this morning with
my mind staid on freedom. There in
something in my heart, there is some-
thing in my bosom that tells me to take
my people on across this Jordan. I'm
not afraid of dying because I'm in the
process of dying now. I don’t want to
stay at home and celebrate the fourth
of July eating the pig.

As I made my way up the street to
this platform, I observed a marker that
said that one of the great presidents
of these United States was born not
too far from here. President Jackson
your nation is still not doing right.
Your nation is still mistreating people
and killing them and brutalizing them
it is still not living out its creed.

But I come as a full fledged Ameri-
can. | fought for this country during
World War II. I pay my taxes, I'm n
taxpaying citizen. I believe in nonvio
lent resistance; I believe in achieving
our goals to freedom through fighting
nonviolently. But I want to tell the na-
tion right now that there will be no
peace in the streets of America, thero
will be no peace in our homes, there
will be no peace anywhere in Americn
until liberty and justice is a practice
for all citizens in Ameria. I'm on my
way to freedom’s land. Some may be

(Continued on page 8,



Unity—The KKey Against Racist And Political Repression

(The following abridged speech by Angela
Davis was given at Raleigh, North Caro-
Iina, July 5, 1974.—Ed.)

Sisters and brothers, a few months
ago when the North Carolina Alliance
invited the National Alliance to partici-
pate in organizing for this demonstra-
tion some people said the movement
was dead but what are they talking
about when 5,000 people come to
Raleigh. They said people are tired of
Jemonstrations and they weren’t go-
ing to take to the streets anymore to
fight against the perpetrators of ra-
cism and repression.

You see they wanted those sisters
and brothers in the death house in
Central Prison to think that there was
nobody left to restrain the hand of the
executioner. They wanted Rev. Ben
Chavis to think that there was no one
left to stand up with him and help him
fight down those who want to send
him to prison for 262 years. And they
want the Wilmington 10 to think that
there was no one to stand together
with them; and they wanted sister Ma-
rie Hill to think that she would have to
spend the rest of her life behind bars
here at Raleigh’s Central prison. They
wanted the Tuscorora 50, Chief Clar-
ence Brooks to think that there was no
one left to stand with them. They
wanted Donald Smith, Jim Grant, C.K.
Raven and Charles Parker to think
that there was no one to stand by
their side. They wanted all the sisters
who have been sterilized in this state,
all the young Black women, to think
that their cause was a lost cause.
They wanted people of the state of
North Carolina to think that the move-
ment had abandoned their fight for
freedom. Sisters and brothers how
wrong, how wrong they were.

Let's talk about how we're going to
help our sisters and brothers achicve
their freedom. I think first of all we
want those in Washington D.C. and
Atlanta, Georgia to know that we are
gathered here today, and sisters and
brothers I was told that we are 10,000
strong! We are gathered here today,
10,000 strong in the name of Mrs.
Martin Luther King Sr. and we are
determined to crush the racism which
in the last analysis was what killed
her. We are gathered here today in
the name of her fallen son Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and we are gathered
here in the name of Malcolm X and
George Jackson. We are gathered here
in the name of Brother Campos who
died for the cause of Puerto Rican in-
dependence. We are gathered in the
name of Francisco Martinez who was
assasinated in Denver, Colorado only a
few weeks ago. We are gathered here
today in the name of the brothers as-
sasinated as a result of their leader-
ship in the struggle at Wounded Knee.
We are here this afternoon in the name
of all of those Black, Brown, Red, Yel-
low, and white sisters and brothers
who have fallen victims of the racism
and oppression of those who consti-
tute the ruling class of this country.

We've learned some very important
lessons from our history. We've
learned that if we want to be strong
we have to use the only weapon which
the people, who are politically and
economically powerless, hold within
their hands. We pledge that though we
are politically powerless our will to
struggle is fierce. Although we may be
poor materially we are very rich in
spirit and in our determination to fight
for our freedom. So today sisters and
brothers look all around you, who do
you see? You see Black people, Black
people by the thousands, you see Puer-
to Ricans, you see Chicanos, you see
Indians, you see Asians, and you see
white people. I know that in Washing-
tori D.C. at this very moment they are
trembling. They are trembling because
they see working together, holding
hands in unity, ministers and com-
munists. Because here’s a minister
(pointing to Rev, Ralph Abernathy—
ed.) and here’'s a communist right here
(Angela Davis pointed at herself—ed.).
They see workers and they see stu-
dents holding hands together; they see
Nationalists and they see church peo-
ple; they see trade unionists and they
see progressive independents; they see
members of social clubs and they see
sisters and brothers from the ghettos,
the barrios, and the reservations all
over this country. So I think we can
say that our weapon is unity.

(%]

Sisters and brothers when vou have
a weapon, and if that weapon is goiny
to be effective you need a battle. And
$0 we are saying that our weapon iu
unity and our battle is the organized
mass people’s struggle. We don’t think
it's going to be easy. If you could see
for yourself, they have tried their best
to sabotage this march. They didn’t
want to see us here this afternoon.
They know how important we arc
when we are united, when we are or-
ganized, and when we are struggling,
Richard “l am not a crook” knows it.
What we have to talk about doing i~
consolidating that unity. Making that
unity as firm as a rock, organizing that
unity. When you go home on those
buses this afternoon you ought to start
organizing yourselves. Because once
we have succeeded in bringing organ-
ization to our unity once we have built
the National Alliance Against Racism
and Political Repression into an organ-
1zation of tens of thousands and hun-
dreds of thousands there ain’t no doubt
in my mind that it won’t be long be-
fore there won’t be no more death
penalty. It won't be long before all the
sisters and brothers who are unjustly
incarcerated are walking free to strug.
gle right here with us in the streets.
After many months of struggle we are
going to be able to say that there iu
amazing power in unity. Where there isx
true unity every tactic used to disunite
us is only going to serve to unite us
more firmly.

When we win all these victoriex
we're not going to stop to celebrate
because those victories are fuel for
more struggles and more victories,
We're going to keep on struggling:
were going to keep on marching:
we’re going to keep on demonstrating;
we're going to do everything in our

. power until every single political pris-

oner and victim of racism and repres-
sion in this country is set free, is set
free, is set free!

A Call For Solidarity
With Puerto Rico

The Committee for Puerto Rican De-
colonization has supported “A Call to
a National Demonstration at Madison
Square Garden on October 27, 1974 in
Support of the Independence of Puerto
Rico” made by the Puerto Rican Sol-
idarity Day Committee to all progress-
ive people in the U.S. For further in-
formation write to: CPRD, P. O. B.
1240, Peter Stuyvesant Station, N.Y.C.
10009.




JEhe tollowimg araft of the 7Goonnd Dees
ration of the Sixth Pan Afrnicar Congress”
reflects the basic spirit of the congress held
in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzama.—kd)

Historical Background

The Pan African Movement was
born, historically, to promote freedom
and justice for black men and women.
It was led by the logic of that demand
to struggle against colonialism, op-
pression, and racialism. That, in its
turn, requires the unity of Africans
including those people of African des-
cent.outside Africa.

We pay tribute to the efforts made
by the Pan African Association under
the leadership of Henry Sylvester-
Williams in organising the 1900 Pan
African Conference. We also pay
tribute to the special contribution
made to this movement by Dr. William
DuBois, having been the moving spirit
behind the first, second, third, fourth
and fifth congresses, for he was then
himself responsibile for initiating and
leading all the Pan African Congresses
between 1919 and 1945.

Past congresses had to be held out-
side Africa. For in this continent there
were until 1917 only two states in
which black people were rulers as
well as ruled.

The tone of the demands expressed
at these meetings changed over the
years, but the demands have been
consistent.

The first five congresses could only
be held because they were promoted
and attended by concerned individu-
als. Some of the participants had the

backing of trade unions or political or

social organisations. But the status ot
black people in the world was such
that the individuals could only be rep-
resentatives in the sense that a suf-
fering and aware man or woman can
always speak for others in the same
condition. These men and women act-
ed because they could no longer ac-
cept without protest the almost sub-
human status which had been as-

signed to them by the world’s dom-

inant political and economic forces.

The Fifth Pan African Congress
echoed the experiences of the African
masses in the struggle they had been
waging against colonialists ever since
the second half of the 19th century;
their spontaneous rebellions, their
first guerrilla fighters, their soldiers
used as cannon fodder in the imperial-
ist armies, their peasants evicted by
foreign settlers; their mining, railroad,
dock and agricultural workers, whose
strikes had defied the colonial admin-
istrations and the capitalist compan-
ies, particularly between the two
wor

The Conpress Appeal to colonial
peoples ended with the words: “Colon-
1als and oppressed peoples of  the
world unite”™ and advocated joint ac-
tion by the workers, peasants and in-
tellectuals of colonial territories, using
all possible means, including violence,
to liquidate the colonial system imme-
diately and completely.

After Manchester, the action of the
peoples pushed history along the path
of independence and self-determina-
tion. There i1s no doubt that the fifth
congress constituted a high point in
the development of the political lead-
ership of the African liberation move-
ment.

The achievement of the first inde-
pendences and the nationalist activity
generalised throughout the continent
allowed for the holding of two impor-
tant Pan African Conferences in 1958:
the First Conference of Independent
African States, held from 15 to 22
April, and the All-African Peoples’
Conference, from 5 to 13 December, in
Accra, capital of Ghana. Both Con-
ferences were sponsored by the inde-
pendent Government of Kwame Nkru-
mah's Ghana.

The All-African Peoples’ Conference
declared “‘that the struggle for the
liberation of Africa is a task of the
Africans themselves” and it called on
“the workers, peasants and other
sectors of the exploited masses as well
as on the intellectuals, to join forces
in common action for the final attack
against discrimination and racism”.

The year 1960 has been called the
Year of Africa. Numerous countries
obtained political independence, an
unquestionably important step for the
liberation movement and African
unity. The birth of the Organization
of African Unity in May 1963 was a
major factor in the implementation
and development of Pan Africanism in
that hereafter Pan Africanism became
a truly continental movement.

Although the Pan African Move-
ment was originally confined to black
people, our particular struggle for
dignity has always been one aspect of
the worldwide struggle for human
liberation. That is why if we react to
the continued need to defend our po-
sition as black men by regarding our-
selves as different from the rest of
mankind, we shall weaken ourselves,
and the racialists of the world will
have scored their biggest triumph.

Contemporary Pan Africanism

Contemporary Pan Africanism is
called upon to develop in a period
which is extraordinarily favorable for
the progress of the revolutionary

Anti-Imperialism And The Sixth Pan-African Congress

forces on our continent and in the

world.
We believe that the present situnton
requires the clarification of a new

strategy so as to enable us to make o
correct analysis of the main ingredi
ents of the problem and, consequently
draw up the appropriate tactics.

We must take as the starting point
of our action the new states and nn
tions, political and social realities that
cannot be 1gnored or underestim:ited.
By this we also mean that it i1s neces
sary to be realistic and abandon the
utopian 1dea of returning to promiued
lands because the only promised Jnd
1s where men are making a revolution-
ary building a new society.

This is the paramount criterion we
must continually use in defining hoth
our enemies and our allies.

Thus, the Pan-African movement
must essentially be a dynamic foree for
liberaation of the colonized pcoplen
as well as for the liberation of the op.
pressed peoples and classes, and lih.
eration necessarily means eradicating
the systems of exploitation and husld.
ing societies based on the power of
the exploited working masses.

It is therefore not only a fight in «up.
port of the struggle of the colonized
peoples or victims of racialism, hut
also a fight for political, economic ;i
social emancipation in every country
and region.

The historical context in which this
Sixth Pan African Congress is taking
place is indeed radically different to
that which prevailed in 1945, when the
Manchester meeting was held. After
the Second World war, a vast and
vigorous socialist camp emerged in the
world, constituting a powerful force
against imperialist claims to world
domination.

On the other hand, the struggle .
tween imperialist powers weakened
the very foundations of the coloninl
powers. New nations, especially in
Africa, Asia and the Caribbean, hnve
achieved independence, paving the
way for a staunch community as ex-
pressed in the non-aligned movement
and the O.A.U. and other regional nnd
international organizations.

In certain capitalist countries the ni.
vanced sections of the working clnun
have gained in class consciousness nnil
therefore constitute natural allies in
the struggle against the common on-
emy: Imperialism.

Pan-Africanist movement must ¢on-
sider the most radical methoda of
putting an end to foreign dominntion,
hquidate the foundations of imperinl
ism, colonialism, neo-coloniuliam,
apartheid and zionism, by the commm




actions o the peoples of Afrnica. peo
pies of African descent and all people
of the world.

African development demunds that
Africa must be free from economic ex-
ploitation and political and cultural
domination by capitalist powers, 1n
order to ensure its presence as a factor
for the enrichment of mankind. Dom-
ination imposed on a people, or for-
eign occupation of any part of man-
kind, however small, at the expense of
human dignity, has alwavs been a
source of world confhct.

Whatever progress is achieved on
the African continent will reinstate
both Africans and black people in the
Americas, the Caribbean and Europe;
just as the progress made by black
Americans against the many forms of
social and human alienation is an im-
portant contribution to the African
continent. OQur present task is to show
unfailing vigilance towards any ide-
ology which, while professing Pan
Africanism, conceals the interests of
the imperialist powers with a view to
making us accept the philosophy of
submission to foreign interests on the
basis of skin colour.

We must finish once and for all with
all obscurantist metaphysics. A
movement which claims to be revolu-
tionary cannot adopt the enemy’s
methods without in the long run serv-
ing that same enemy. Pan Africanism
was born as a movement of profound
rebellion of people opposed to the
forces of exploitation, oppression and
alienation and racism. And because
the exploiting and alienating forces
incorporated in their ideology of dom-
ination the myth of racial superiority,
from the very outset Pan Africanism
ran the risk of falling into a racism
which was intended to be anti-racist.
While Pan Africanism was born as a
movement of rebellion, it can only
undertake its programme of liberation
if it becomes a revolutionary liberation
movement of our times, that is, if it
analyses and clearly defines its aims,
determines its means and engages in
consistent action.

Skin colour, be it black, white, yel-
low or brown, is no indication of the
social class, ideology, nature, behav-
iour qualities or abilities of men or
peoples. All human races and re
ligions are fraught with contradictory
interests. Most important for us must
be our common historical destiny as
a consequence of having been unjust-
ly treated by exploiting powers. We
must therefore define ourselves not in
‘erms of skin colour, which is a static
zlement, but solely in terms of our
aims of progress, which are dynamic,
just and noble.

Revolutionary Pan Africanism in-
scribes itself within the context of the

crass siruovle. Not to be conscrous of
this would be to expose ourselves to
comtuston which imperialism would
DOt da e expliont.

Ve must never forget that the 1m-
pertalism we are fighting, the impe-
rialist which nearly exterminated us in
Africa and is still daily committing
crimes of genocide here, was not gen-
erated through the internal historical
process which took place in Africa.
Imperialism was generated by cap-
italism and 1t therefore concerns the
entire world. If it is to be effective,
the liquidation of imperialism, that is,
the liberation of the peoples, must be
general. The universality of imperial-
1sm implies the universality of the anti-
imperialist struggle.

Our fighting solidarity has been
forged 1n the support for the heroic
peoples of Indo-China, struggling
against U.S. imperialism; in the sup-
port for the Palestinian people and our

o

President Julius K. Nyerere

Arab brothers struggling against Is-
raeli aggression and the annexation of
land by force; in the support for the
workers and the discriminated minori-
ties in North America, in particular
for the struggle of Black people for the
destruction of the bourgeois society
which oppresses both whites and
blacks, in the support for the peoples
of the Caribbean and in the first place
the brother peoples of Puerto Rico and
the French colonies; in the support for
the peoples of Latin America, in their
struggle against oligarchic reaction
and facism, and in the first place for
the Chilean people, in the support for
the struggling peoples of Australia,
New Zealand and the Pacific Islands.
Our fighting solidarity is most need-
ed at this time of the great acceleration
of the history of the African continent
engaged in the liberation struggle, and
from a vantage point from which we
can see the effects of the most recent

’

>
blows that the African Peoples fiphi
ing against Portuguese coloninly i
have dealt against imperialism. It 1
«vident that the peoples of Maozan,
bique, Angola, Guinea Bissau and the
Cape Verde Islands, Sao Tome vl
Principe, are imposing their inde
pendence on the Portuguese coloninl
1sts by the force of arms.

We are convinced that revolution
ary Pan Africanism will step up it
support for the rapid and total libern
tion of the African continent from the
colonialism and racism in South Afn
ca, Zimbabwe, Namibia so cullil
“French” Somaliland, the Comoro I
lands, the Seychelles, Reunion, the
so-called “Spanish” Sahara, the Can
ary Islands, ete....

Our fighting solidarity has invari
ably manifested itself in our support
for the governments and peoples of
Africa, Asia and Latin America who
defend their inalienable righ- to the
full exercise of their national sover
eignty, the effective control over their
natural resources, the nationalisation
of foreign enterprises to safeguur
these resources, and the adoption of
the social and economic system they
deem most suitable to their develop
ment, against pressures, threat, sy
gression of all kinds by imperialism.

New Perspectives

Revolutionary Pan Africanism cun
now bring to the world revolution an
to universal progress its original anl
prolific contribution.

This is why the urgent needs at ths
present time can be outlined as heing:

1. To put an end to Foreign domina
tion in Africa by destroying the
bases of the last colonial and racist
regimes; because for as long s«
part of the African continent con.
tinues to suffer under the yoke of
foreign domination, irresponsibil
ity and indignity, the personality
and moral integrity of every man,
whether or not of African descent,
will be jeopardised.

2. To get rid of neo-colonialism since
it hinders the overthrow of the laug
colonial regimes as well as the
achiévement of African unity, and
in as much as it represents con
crete instrument of imperialist op
pression of our peoples.

3. To liquidate foreign military bases:
in African States as a contribution
to the achievement of the politienl
independence and the total libern
tion of Africa.

4. To consolidate the unity between
the peoples of Africa and of Afn
can descent and all peoples.

5. To appeal to all the progressive
forces in Africa and in the world
to give political and material i

{continued on paye H)



U.S. Niiners Against Apaitheid

In late May, members of the United
Mine Workers of America reacted an-
grily to news that the Southern Com-
pany plans to import 2.5 million tons
of South African coal into the United
States over a three year period. The
Southern Company’s plan jeopardizes
the jobs of 8000 Alabama miners.
Southern i1s a holding company for
twenty-five other companies includ-
ing Alabama Power Co., the Georgia
Power Co., the Mississippi Power Co.
and the Florida Power Co. It’s officials
claim that they cannot buy low sulfur
coal that meets the 1975 air pollution
control requirements and that scrub-
ber systems and other technology do
not exist. However this equipment has
been installed elsewhere.

The truth is that 2,045.500,000 tons
of low sulfur coal and 33,000,000 of
strippable low sulfur coal exists in
Alabama alone. The Southern Com-
pany could haveit if it is willing to pay
the price. As one company official
stated, “They probably don’t want to
disrupt the decent prices they get for
about 90 per cent of their coal by being
forced to bid higher fror the last 10
per cent. By going outside and buying
South African coal they keep their
regular supply and prices stable.”

The UMWA District 20 has organ-
1zed a massive effort to block this coal
import. They have called upon local
union officials of the International
Longshoreman’s Association whose
members would unload the coal at-the
Mobile docks to join the boycott. In
addition they have approached Gov.
George Wallace and state legislators
asking that they refuse to allow the
coal to enter the state operated docks.

The strong stand taken by the
UMWA in opposition to the South
African Coal strengthens the broad
coalition of labor, church, and social
groups opposed to South Africa’s pol-
icies. UMWA members are concerned
not only about their jobs but also with
the slave labor conditions of Black A fri-
can miners. :

Miners in South Africa are unorgan-
ized, earn $3.00 per day without bene-
fits and live in concentration camp
conditions separated from their fam-
ilies. The UMWA has joined with other
American unions and international
groups to condemn the racist policy of
apartheid and to show their solidarity
with South African workers.

The unity of this action by Black,
Chicano and white workers helps
sirengthen the growing world opposi-
tion to the racist policies of South
Africa and her spiritual and economic
ally the United States. A petition spe-
cifically demanding the expulsion of

South Africa from the Umted Nations
which will increase the alliance be-
tween American workers in this coun-
try and the oppressed Black workers
in South Africa is presently being cir-
culated by the National Anti-Imperi-
alist Movement in Solidarity with
African Liberation, 156 Fifth Ave,
Room 405, N.Y.C. 10010. For more in-
formation concerning the petition con-
tact the New York Office or the Afri-
can Agenda.

Part Two

Who Is The Enemy And What Is
The Enemy? What Are Our Ob-
jectives?

(The following abridged speech is by Agos-
tinho Neto, President of the People’s Lib-
eration Movement of Angola (M.P.L.A)).
The first part of the speech appeared in the
April-May, 1974 issue of the African
Agenda.)

Today we are all linked in solidar-
ity in a liberation struggle against op-
pressors who have the same colour,
but tomorrow there will certainly be
different social personalities to be pre-
served. And the evolutionary process
of mankind through which differences
are obliterated cannot but bring about
an even greater mingling of the now
antagonistic ethnic groups in the
United States. America has its own
life, just as Angola and Mozambique
have their own life. Although we have
to identify with each other as black
men in defending our values, I cannot
conceal my sometimes ill-founded con-
cern at the way some of our brothers
from the other side of the Atlantic
have a messianic desire to find a Moses
for a return to Africa. For many this
theory is certainly out of date.

But I should like to return to the
question of knowing who is our enemy.

As stated previously, according o

my understanding the first reactions
against a system of oppression niem
from the way one lives, from the winy

one feels this oppression. T eited th
case of South Africa.

1 do not wish to ignore at thix mo
ment the pressure that is exerted on
the liberation movements to mintiin
so-called black purity. The ciane of
America, where the racial strupple s
the most apparent to the blacku, s
often cited. What I am saying should
not be taken as criticism of our hrive
black American brothers, who know
better than anyone how to orient therr
struggle, how to envisage the trunsfor-
mation of American society so thit
man will be free there.

But allow me also to reject any ihin
on the transformation of the nationnl
liberation struggle in Angola into a
racial struggle.

I would say thatin Angola the struyg-
gle also assumes a racial aspect nince
discrimination is a fact. The black man
is exploited there. But it is fundument.-
ally a struggle against the coloninl xyn-
tem and its chief ally, imperialinm.

I also reject the idea of black liber.
ation, since the unity of Africa is one
of the principles universally accepted
by the OAU, and knowing thnt in
Africa there are Arab peoples, that
there are some areas which are not
black. The problem cannot be purely
racial. So long as there is imperinlinm,
it will be possible to continue coloni-
alism.

And as I have said, for us they are
the enemies.

What we want is to establish a new
society where black and white ciun live
together. Naturally, and so as not 1o be
misinterpreted, I must add that the
democratic process must be¢  exer-
cised in such a way that the most ex-
ploited masses (who are black) huve
control of political power, since they
can go furthest in establishing proper
rights for all.

A people’s struggle for political pow-
er, for economic independence, for
the restoration of cultural life, to end
alienation, for relations with all peo-
ples on a basis of equality and frinter.
nity — these are the objectives of our
struggle.

These objectives are set by defining
who is the enemy, by defining who nre
the people and what is the character of
our struggle, which is a revolutionary
struggle affecting not only the foundn.
tions of the colonial system but nlro
the foundations of our own society, nn
a nation and as a people.

But can such liberation take place nt
this stage?

Let us see.

(Continued on paye 7/



Viama King

The following poem was written by Rev. Ben Chavis in memory of Mrs. Martuin lLuther King
Sr. 1t was read at the rally in Ealeigh, North Carolina, July 4. 1974, — Ed.

Mama king

One of the mothers of our struggle,
Mama King

Strong Black woman

Freedom mama

Mother of love, Mother of peace
Mama King's spirit lives on
Just as her son’s dream lives on
Lives on

Lives on

Lives on

Never to be silenced by assassin’s bullets

Never to be conquered by racism
Never to be stopped by repression
Mama King

We will carry on

We will fight on

We will struggle on

Our love for you will be exemplified by
Our accelerated action like today.

You have overcome Mama King

And through struggle brothers and sisters

We will overcome.
-

Part Two

We are in a period in which the im-
perialist forces are deploying them-
selves on the African scene with dyna-
mism and tenacity. Together with the
Portuguese colonialists, with the racist
regimes in Southern Africa, imperial-
ism is present on our continent. Its
influence can be felt. Its activity is
causing alarm in the life of Africa.
Neo-colonialism is a fact. Everywhere
in Africa there is still the need to strug-
gle for independence, whether politi-
cal in some areas, economic in others,
or cultural almost everywhere.

Imperialism is doing everything it
can to maintain sources of raw materi-
als and cheap labour. This is a phe-
nomenon which is being debated not
only in Africa but in the whole of the
so-called third world.

In a world divided into blocs, among
which it was customary to distinguish
between the socialist bloc and the cap-
italist bloc, non-alignment has arisen
to try to seek a balance and to defend
the less developed.

And within this division, it is the
socialists who hold high the banner of
internationalism and in fact give the
most support to the liberation move-
ments.

So, let us be realistic, the national
liberation struggle in Africa does not
have very sound bases in the interna-
tional arena, and it is not political or
ideological affinities that count, nor
even the objectives themselves, for in
most cases other interests dominate
relations between the liberation forces
and the world.

W¢ are in another era. The world‘is
changing and we have to take note of
this fact.

Thus, there are many cracks through
which the enemy can penetrate. How-
ever, an essential factor we must rec-
ognise is that the national liberation
struggle is today a cause which few
people fail to support, with greater
or lesser sincerity. Political independ-
ence for the African majority is an at-
tainment of our time.

And since various political currents
and ideological trends are involved,
with sometimes antagonistic interests,
the liberation movements find them-
selves at grips with the problem of
their political and ideological inde-
pendence, the problem of preserving
their personality, which must reflect
the social image of the country.

To preserve independence is not
easy, and sometimes the struggle is af-
fected by our own contradictions. And
c¢ontradictions can stem from different
concepts from which our definition
of who is the enemy and of our objec-
tives derives.

Some would like to see the libera-
tion movement take the direction of a
class struggle, as in Europe. Others
would like to see it racist, Don Quixote
tilting at a windmill with a white skin.
Others would like to see it tribalised,
federalised, according to their idea of a
country which they do not know.
Others, idealists, would like to see us
heading along the path to political
compromise with the enemy.

These efforts to transform the lib-
eration movements into satellites of
parties in power, subject to unaccept-
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able paternalism, are caused by the
fact that most of the liberation move
ments conducting an armed strugyle
have to do so from outside their coun
tries.

Exile hasits effects.

“The worst thing the Portuguene
did to us,” said one of my most intl
ligent friends, “was to oblige us to
wage a liberation struggle from
abroad.” | agree.

The Organisation of African Unity,
which has done something, especinlly
politically, to promote the nationni
liberation movements, will still huve
to help them enough for them to lu
independent, respecting the conven
tions and the programmatic involve
ment of different organisations, in ac-
cordance with the realities of the
country.

The dialogue between independent
Africa and dependent Africa is still
not satisfactory, and for this very ren-
son the political battles are not taking
place with the required force.

We cannot digress on the various
nuances of political action to demon-
strate our shortcomings, but I do not
want at this time to give the idea of
having had any critical intention in
my appraisal of the period we are go
ing throughin this phase of liberation.

I will merely say that we could, for
example, cooperate on economic mnt
ters so as to wage the battle in thix
field too. With regard to Portugal, s
plunder of our resources, like oil. cof:
fee, diamonds, iron, etc., products
which are marketed by international
bodies in which Africans participate.,
could be prevented or at least de-
creased.

And what harm would there be in in
volving the liberation movements in
discussions on the crucial problems
of our times which will certainly affect
the development of our continent, like
for example the broader association ot
Africa with the Common Market, o
problems of European security?

And the problem of Southern Afi
ca? Will we be permitted to discuss it
exhaustively one day?

Finally, we could go on much longer
reflecting on our lived experience 1n
this national liberation struggle.

I shall end here, thanking you Mr,
Chairman and all the ladies and gen
tlemen and comrades for your aften.
tion.

African Agenda And
The Mailing System

Do you have trouble getting the
African Agenda through the mail? Iy
has been brought to our attention thi
some of our subscribers have not heen
receiving the African Agenda in th.
mail. If vou have any problems, pli-aa
let us know.
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Accoimmondcd Sooils

1. Economics of Racism, by Victor
Perlo, International Publishers
N.Y.C.. Price: $3.25. An investiga-
tion of the economic conditions of
Black people in the US by a well
known political economist.

2. Strategy for a Black Agenda, Henry
Winston, International Publishers,
N.Y.C., Price: $2.50. A major work
on the future alignment and direc-
tion of the Black Liberation move-
ment.

3. Lenin On The Jewish Question, ed.
by Hyman Lumer, International
Publishers, N.Y.C. Price: $2.75. A
collection of almost all of V. 1. Len-
in’s writing on the Jewish question.

4. Southern Africa, by the N.Y. South-
ern Africa Committee, 244 W. 27th
St. N.Y.C. 10001. Price: $5.00 per
vear. An informative publication on
events that affect Africa in the U.S.
and events taking place in Africa.

5. W. E. B. DuBois Speaks, ed. by Dr.
Philip Foner, 2 Volumes, Pathfinder
Press, N.Y.C. Price: $2.95, per vol-
ume. A collection of Dr. DuBois ad-
dresses and speeches from the

1890’s to 1963.
Subscribe Today!
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plans of exploitation and racism.

Let My People Go

just hewaed for the park. . . but I'm
on my way 1o freedom’s land. T want
vou to go with me, but if vou don't go
tor God's suke don't hinder me. For 1

will not be fooled by the platitudes of
a Governor Wallace in Alabama, and
Lester Maddox who claims that their
trving w get right down in Georgia.
I want vou to know my brothers and
sisters we are going to sit at the free-
dom table and we are going to eat all
of our rights and we are going to en-
jov our privileges, not in a cemetery
somewhere where they will wnte over
our tomb, *“Free at Last, Free at Last.”
But right here in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina in America we're going to say
Free at last, free at last, thank God
almighty we're free at last.

(Conunued from page 1)

From Dar-Es-Salaam
ples organizations. In the 1970’s and
1980’s it must be the United Front
movement of people of different racial
backgrounds and political positions
united to defeat imperialism at home.
The United Front character of the Ral-
eigh march also indicates the broad-
ness of the struggle, since it is part of a
world .wide movement to defeat impe-
rialism in the rest of the world.

The United Front that must be built
in this country reflects the positions
that came out of the Sixth Pan African
Congress in Dar-es-Salaam. The lib-
eration movements and other African
countries are also part of a world wide
movement in alliance with the social-
ist countries to defeat U.S. imperial-
ism. The actions taken at the Con-
gress have taught us a lesson that
world history 1s moving in favor of so-
cialism and for the defeat of imperial-
ism in general. We in the U.S. must
carry this message to our communi-
ties and defeat any attempts by cer-
tain Blacks or their sponsors, the cap-
italists, to make us slaves to their

(Continued from page 5)
Anti-imperialism

to the liberation movements in
Africa and outside Africa.

6. The strategy of Revolutionary Pan

Africanism 1s basically'de:ﬁned ip
terms of the anti-impena}lls_t, anti-
colonialist, anti-neo-colonialist,

anti-capitalist, anti-zionist and

creneet sirngule that it e

er> 1o be means of promoting il
1y, democracy and developng
new societys

Ciati

The people must form the hoo:
of this generadised struggle e
the aspirations of the masses e
the working classes must con-
stitute the moving force behined
it.

It must be defined in terms of the
class struggle at the national il
international level, as the ration
al basis for explaining and fid
ing solutions to social injustice:,
exploitation, oppression
racism.

a

b

anl

-~}

. Based on the common objectives of
the anti-imperialist struggle, revo
lutionary Pan Africanism takes into
account the organisational and tac
tical peculiarities of its various com-
ponent forces throughout the
world, provided the tactics and or-
ganisation are subordinate to the
ultimate aim, namely the destruc-
tion of capitalism and its by-prod-
ucts.

8. In 1974 Pan Africanism aims at the
complete restoration by the Afri
can peoples of their dignity and re«
sponsibility the radical transforman
tion of the whole society, the whols«
of mankind and the complete de
velopment of man as well as the
building of socialist societies.

9. Pan Africanism therefore excludes
all racial, tribal, ethnic, religioux or
national chauvanism; it embracen
the cause of all oppressed peoplin
of the world and is opposed to ull
reactionary forces throughout the
world.

It considers the people as the foun:
dation of everything, the only leyiti
mate and legal source of power, of all
powers and power in its entirety.

In order to transform itself to meel
the new requirements of the prewent
international situation, Pan African-
1sm must define its programme of ne
tion within the context of the brond
perspectives of progress of the mauren
of the people of all the countries in the
world advancing towards a new world,
without consideration of skin colour or
nationality, a world of the triumph of
justice over injustice, of equality oyer
inequality, of the responsibility, nnd
sovereign power of the peoples over
the dictatorship of exploiting minuri
ties, in other words, the world of the
redemption of Africa and of all pcople
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