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Angola Fact Sheet* 
Angola was under Portuguese control from its colonization 

in the 15th century until it achieved independence on 
November 11, 1975. Armed struggle for liberation began in 
earnest in March 1961. Nationalist movements emerged 
within Angola's three major ethnolinguistic groups: the 
National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA) under 
the leadership of Holden Roberto (Bakongo); the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola(MPLA) led by Dr. 
Agostinho Neto (Mbundu); and the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNIT A) headed by Jonas 
Savimbi. 

In 1973, China became involved in the war as a supplier of the FNLA. The United States also began covert 
aid to the FNLA in July 1974. Shortl y thereafter, the Soviet Union began sending small arms shipments to the 
MPLA . On January 15, 1975, all three liberation movements signed the Alvor Accord call ing fo r Portuguese­
supervised elections fo ll owed by independence on November 11. On January 26, in an attempt to strengthen 
the FNLA's position, the CIA sent $300,000 to Roberto and encouraged the FNLA to attack the MPLA. In 
response to this treachery, the Soviet Union increased arms shipments to the MPLA , and Soviet and Cuban 
advisors were sent to Angola. 

Over the next year, the CIA spent $31.7 mill ion in support of the FNLA and UNIT A, recruited mercenary 
fo rces, and enli sted the aid of two Zairian battalions and a South Afr ican armored column- all in an 
unsuccessful endeavor to evict the M PLA from Luanda and prevent Neto fr om accepting the reins of 
government fro m the departing Portuguese. The beseiged MPLA in turn solicited the support of Cuba, which 
began to land troops in Angola in October, 1975. In January, 1976, U.S. Congress members, upon learning 
that they had been systematically deceived by the CIA about the nature and extent of U.S. involvement, voted 
to block future funding for the Angola program (the "Clark Amendment," repealed 7 / 31 / 85). However, the 
U.S. refused to recognize Angola's new government, and it remains the only country besides South Africa to 
fail to do so. 

A WAR-TORN ECONOMY 

Although the MPLA government professes socialist principles, the constitution and government policy 
preserve a mixed economy with state, co-operative and private sectors. Since 1979, the government has 
encouraged investment through a favorable foreign investment law. U.S. investment presently exceeds $500 
million. According the David Rockefeller (in a recent letter to House Africa Subcommittee Chair Howard 
Wolpe), "Angola is trying to facilitate a larger Western role in its economy through policies promoting greater 
privatization and reliance on market mechanisms." As a result, Angola's economic ties are overwhelmingly 
with the west- in particular with the U.S., Angola's largest trading partner. Two-way annual trade between 
the U.S. and Angola has grown to over$ I billion during the Reagan Administration, a significant portion of 
which was backed by U.S. Export-Import Bank credits. In October, 1985, the Ex-Im Bank joined with five 
other U.S. banks to arrange $350 million in new loans for the development of Angola's oil fields. 

Nevertheless, years of warfare have taken their toll on the Angolan economy, laying waste much 
infrastructure and causing an exodus of vital Portuguese technical and manageri al skill s. In the south, the 
protracted struggle against UNIT A and South Africa forces consumes valuable revenues, inhibits the 
development of Angola's rich natural resources, and prevents the rehabilitation of economically important 
installation, such as the cross-country Benguela railway (which earned $100 million annually before the 
wars). In 1981, when GDP was $7 million at current prices, it was still about 40% lower than in 1973. 

*Washington Office on Africa 
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TASK FORCES REPORT 
State Task Force Report 
Divestment Machinery Gears Up in Illinois 

The call is out and the heat is on for ILLI NOIS 
DIVESTMENT BY JUNE '86. As the State Task Force 
gears up to steer this journey, it is only those people 
reading this newsletter who can provide the engine 
power it will take to reach this destination. 

Specifically, we need people to: 
I) Act as a distribution point in your area for information 

on this issue; 
2) attend Campaign Meetings to question candidates on 

their support for divestment in Illinois; 
3) meet in small groups with your legislators; 
4) organize letter writing / petition campaigns in your 

legislative district; 
5) organize a public hearing on the issue. 

Below is a summary of the pending bills and our 
timetable. Contact CIDSA for further information and 
to indicate your willingness to participate in whatever 
way you can. 

At present H B 317 and H B 330 are under consideration 
in the House. These bills would amend the "lllinois 
Pension Code" and "An Act in relation to State 
monies" to prohibit investment in or deposits with any 
corporation or financial institution which invests in , 
has any ownership interest in or outstanding loans to: 

a) the Republic of South Africa; 
b) a corporation organized under the laws of 

South Africa; 
c) any company for the purpose of investment in 

South Africa; 
until the United Nations certifies that apartheid has 
been abolished. 

These bills call for the divested monies to be reinvested 
or deposited as much as is reasonably possible in 
Illinois businesses in order to stimulate economic 
development and em ployment opportunities in Illinois. 

H B 3 I 7 provides for a 3 year period to phase out 
current investments in such firms; HB 330 provides a 5 
year period. CIDSA favors 317. 

These bills are currently in Interim Study in the Urban 
Redevelopment Committee chaired by Rep. Yvetter 
Younge of East St. Louis. A Legislative Hearing must 
be held by March 2, before the Governor's Budget 
Meeting. These bills must pass out of comittee before 
May 4 and- in order to go to the Senate- must pass 
out of the House by May 26. The Senate will vote by 
June 27 if they pass out of committee by the 14th. 

At this point approximately 3 I Representatives favor 
the bills and 45 oppose them. The remaining 42 are 
uncommitted either way and thus need to hear from us. 
Call the CI DSA office to find out where your repre­
sentative stands. 

Steel Task Force 
The Steel Task Force of CIDSA is very exci ted about 

the recent article in the District /033 News & Views, the 
newspaper of the Steel workers. The article discussed the 
importation and use of South African steel in the state of 
Illinois. We hope that this will be the beginning of some 
meaningful work between the steel union and CIDSA's 
Steel Task Force. 

The Steel Task Force has been working on an 
informational brochure on the importation of South 
African steel into Illinois. It is anticipated that this 
brochure will be ready for publication after the first of 
the year. The publication of this brochure is especially 
significant because it will be the first of its kind and it will 
include new documented information about importation 
of South African steel. 

For further information contact Ora Schub at the 
CIDSA office 922-3915. 

One Struggle Forum 
Due to scheduling difficulties the educational forum 

linking the issues of U.S. foreign policy in South Africa, 
Central America and the Caribbean originally planned 
for December8 has been reset for Sunday, FEBRUARY 
2, 1986. The forum will be held in Pilsen on Sunday 
afternoon and on the south side on Sunday evening. The 
specific times and locations are being finalized . Speakers 
include Dr. Jean Sindab, Executive Director of the 
Washington Office on Africa; Dr. Charles Clements, 
Executive Director of Americans for Peace in the 
Americas and author of Witness to War an American 
Doctor in El Salvador; and Dr. John Saul, professor of 
political scie nce at York University who lived in 
Mozambique, worked with FRELIMO and was an 
advisor to the Sandinista government in Nicaragua. 

We hope this forum wi ll : I) enable the Latino 
community and its allies to better appreciate and support 
the struggle in South Africa and Namibia; 2) enable the 
black community to better understand and support the 
struggle in Central America; 3) help strengthen and 
deepen the ties between the black and Latino commu­
nities in Chicago. 

For more information call Zeva Schub at 461-0543 or 
CIDSA at 922-3915. 

City Task Force 
To date, at least 50 cities have divested from South 

Africa. Unfortunately Chicago is not among them. Gus 
Newport, Mayor of Berkeley, California, is sending 
Mayor Washington a letter asking him to join those 
cities in divestment. 

The C IDSA C ity Task Force is also planning to meet 
with the Mayor to ask why the divestment ordinance 
supported by the Administration has not been actively 
pursued . All CIDSA members should call the Mayor's 
office and get family, friends and organizations to also 
call. 
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Nov . 2 A news black-out was imposed by the South 
African government. Still photographers and 
TV camerapersons are banned from news 
coverage of events occurring in South Africa . 

Nov. 13 The So uth African government announced 
temporary halting of the production of the 
Krugerrand go ld coin. 

mid- A South African court recognized the National 
Nov. Union of Mineworkers as a legal bargaining 

unit. The court ordered that workers from this 
union who struck ea r lier th is year and were 
fired be reinstated. The court decision a lso 
prevented South Africa from repatriating 
African workers from neighboring countries. 

Nov. 23 ANC leader Nelson Mandela returned to 
priso n after his release from a hospital stay for 
a successful prostate operation. There had 
been much speculation and hope that tile 
South African regime would take the oppor­
tunity to release Mandela and send him to 
AN C headquarters in Zambia. 

Nov. 30 De legates from 36 trade unions, including 
FOSATU , met on November 29 and formed 
the larges t trade union fed eration in South 
African history, the Congress of South African 

Trade Unions (COSATU). They have openly 
called for sanctions and disinvestments from 
South Africa . COS ATU has also warned the 
South African gove rnment that if changes in 
the apartheid system do not occur within 6 
months, action will be taken, e.g. passbook 
burnings or a call for a nationwide st rike. 

Dec. 3 State of Emergency was li fted in 8 rural areas 
but remains in force in 30 areas of South 
Africa. 

Dec. 3 Wi nnie Mandela. wife of AN C leader Nelson 
Mande la , made a defia nt and co urageo us 
speech in vio lation of he r bann ing order in 
which she said , "The country [So uth Africa] is 
ours." This was her first publ ic speech in o ve r 
25 years. 

Dec. 10 Th e sO uth African go ve rnment withdrew 
charges against 12 of the 16 defendant s in the 
UDF Treaso n Tria l. The 4 who st ill face trial 
a re a ll members of the South Afr ican Allied 
Workers Un io n. o ne of the most milita nt 
unions in the country. After the withdrawal o f 
charges. it was said that the trial had bee n an 
attempt to "criminalize and immo bili ze the 
opponent s of apartheid ... a device to sto p 
people resisting aparthe id." 

TheKairosDocument 
continued from page I 

it) Kairos is an inspiring and coura­
geous statement for anybody any­
where. It thus becomes indispensable 
read ing for anyone who wants to 
better u nderstand the depth and 
breadth of the resistance going on 
today in South Africa. It enables us 
to better comprehend the fact that 

growing numbers of people inside 
South Africa have reached that point, 
common to so many people's st rug­
gles where they are ready and willing 
to die , if need be, in order to funda­
mentally change South Africa. 

Africa- Christians, atheists. Mus­
lims and J ews- who ye t are asking: 
But docs it concern me? Why should 
I care? South Africa and Soweto are 
way over there. 

Copies of the Kairos Document 
are available from: the Theology in a 
Global Conrext Office. Stony Poinr 
Center, Crickettown Road , Stony 
Point, NY 10983 or from the CIDSA 
office. 

URBAN LIFE CENTER 
5004 South Blackstone 

Chicago, IL 60615 

Kairos is a message- not whis­
pered as in earlier days when people 
feared more repression and retalia­
tion- trumpeting a response to all 
those in sid e and ou ts ide South 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Chicago. IL 

Permit #3695 


