














TASK FORCES REPORT

State Task Force Report

Divestment Machinery Gears Up in Illinois

The call is out and the heat is on for ILLINOIS
DIVESTMENT BY JUNE °86. As the State Task Force
gears up to steer this journey, it is only those people
reading this newsletter who can provide the engine
power it will take to reach this destination.

Specifically, we need people to:

1) Act as adistribution point in your area for information
on this issue;

2) attend Campaign Meetings to question candidates on
their support for divestment in Illinois;

3) meet in small groups with your legislators;

4) organize letter writing/petition campaigns in your
legislative district;

5) organize a public hearing on the issue.

Below is a summary of the pending bills and our
timetable. Contact CIDSA for further information and
to indicate your willingness to participate in whatever
way you can.

At present HB 317 and HB 330 are under consideration
in the House. These bills would amend the “Illinois
Pension Code” and “An Act in relation to State
monies” to prohibit investment in or deposits with any
corporation or financial institution which invests in ,
has any ownership interest in or outstanding loans to:
a) the Republic of South Africa;
b) a corporation organized under the laws of
South Africa;
¢) any company for the purpose of investment in
South Africa;
until the United Nations certifies that apartheid has
been abolished.

These bills call for the divested monies to be reinvested
or deposited as much as is reasonably possible in
Illinois businesses in order to stimulate economic
development and employment opportunities in Illinois.

HB 317 provides for a 3 year period to phase out
current investments in such firms; HB 330 provides a §
year period. CIDSA favors 317.

These bills are currently in Interim Study in the Urban
Redevelopment Committee chaired by Rep. Yvetter
Younge of East St. Louis. A Legislative Hearing must
be held by March 2, before the Governor’s Budget
Meeting. These bills must pass out of comittee before
May 4 and—in order to go to the Senate—must pass
out of the House by May 26. The Senate will vote by
June 27 if they pass out of committee by the 14th.

At this point approximately 31 Representatives favor
the bills and 45 oppose them. The remaining 42 are
uncommitted either way and thus need to hear from us.
Call the CIDSA office to find out where your repre-
sentative stands.
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Steel Task Force

The Steel Task Force of CIDSA is very excited about
the recent article in the District 1033 News & Views, the
newspaper of the Steel workers. The article discussed the
importation and use of South African steel in the state of
Illinois. We hope that this will be the beginning of some
meaningful work between the steel union and CIDSA’s
Steel Task Force.

The Steel Task Force has been working on an
informational brochure on the importation of South
African steel into Illinois. It is anticipated that this
brochure will be ready for publication after the first of
the year. The publication of this brochure is especially
significant because it will be the first of its kind and it will
include new documented information about importation
of South African steel.

For further information contact Ora Schub at the
CIDSA office 922-3915.

One Struggle Forum

Due to scheduling difficulties the educational forum
linking the issues of U.S. foreign policy in South Africa,
Central America and the Caribbean originally planned
for December 8 has been reset for Sunday, FEBRUARY
2, 1986. The forum will be held in Pilsen on Sunday
afternoon and on the south side on Sunday evening. The
specific times and locations are being finalized. Speakers
include Dr. Jean Sindab, Executive Director of the
Washington Office on Africa; Dr. Charles Clements,
Executive Director of Americans for Peace in the
Americas and author of Witness to War an American
Doctor in El Salvador; and Dr. John Saul, professor of
political science at York University who lived in
Mozambique, worked with FRELIMO and was an
advisor to the Sandinista government in Nicaragua.

We hope this forum will: 1) enable the Latino
community and its allies to better appreciate and support
the struggle in South Africa and Namibia; 2) enable the
black community to better understand and support the
struggle in Central America; 3) help strengthen and
deepen the ties between the black and Latino commu-
nities in Chicago.

For more information call Zeva Schub at 461-0543 or
CIDSA at 922-3915.

City Task Force

To date, at least 50 cities have divested from South
Africa. Unfortunately Chicago is not among them. Gus
Newport, Mayor of Berkeley, California, is sending
Mayor Washington a letter asking him to join those
cities in divestment.

The CIDSA City Task Force is also planning to meet
with the Mayor to ask why the divestment ordinance
supported by the Administration has not been actively
pursued. All CIDSA members should call the Mayor’s
office and get family, friends and organizations to also
call.



South African Update

ov. A news black-out was imposed by the South Trade Unions (COSATU). They have openly
African government. Still photographers and called for sanctions and disinvestments from
TV camerapersons are banned from news South Africa. COSATU has also warned the
coverage of events occurring in South Africa. South African government that if changes in
Nov. 13 The South African government announced the apgrt{helld systefll dO. 201 occur wntm :
temporary halting of the production of the WEALHS, acton w1|lfbe t,d e’n: e.g.lpds? 9;
Krugerrand gold coin. burnings or a call for a nationwide strike.
. y ; . Dec. 3  State of Emergency was lifted in 8 rural areas
mid- A South African court recognized the National but: remains in foree: i 30 areas of South
Nov. Union of Mineworkers as a legal bargainin_g Affica:
32;3:—l:vehi’o2{:;;51?&2&?%:;:5;L%mwt::: Dec. 3 Winnie Mandela, wife Qf ANC leader Nelson
fired be reinstated. The court decision also Mandela, made a defiant and courageous
prevented South Africa from repatriating speech in V’f"“.“,l(_)n of her banning order in
African workers from neighboring countries. which she said, “The country [South Africa] is
ours.” This was her first public speech in over
Nov. 23 ANC leader Nelson Mandela returned to 25 vyears.
?n:son atterhis releasefrom'ahospl_trzill stayhf'og Dec. 10 The South African government withdrew
:ezl:fc;suscfﬁl Spl;(::sulla;ﬁo(:]p::;lohn(; " gf:[ t;lne charges against 12 of the 16 defendants in the
South Africar?regime would lakeplhe oppor- i Tna\l, Thc“‘ gl S\“.“ face “t““
iunitv to: telease Mandela: and.send  him: fo are all memh_ers of the S_outh African .A.“l(.’d
< y . Workers Union, one of the most militant
ANC headquarters in, Zambia. unions in the country. After the withdrawal of
Nov. 30 Delegates from 36 trade unions, including charges, it was said that the trial had been an

FOSATU, met on November 29 and formed
the largest trade union federation in South
African history, the Congress of South African
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attempt to “criminalize and immobilize the
opponents of apartheid . . . a device to stop
people resisting apartheid.”

The Kairos Document

continued from page |

it) Kairos is an inspiring and coura-
geous statement for anybody any-
where. It thus becomes indispensable
reading for anyone who wants to
better understand the depth and
breadth of the resistance going on
today in South Africa. It enables us
to better comprehend the fact that

growing numbers of people inside
South Africa have reached that point,
common to so many people’s strug-
gles where they are ready and willing
to die, if need be, in order to funda-
mentally change South Africa.
Kairos is a message—not whis-
pered as in earlier days when people
feared more repression and retalia-
tion—trumpeting a response to all
those inside and outside South

Africa—Christians, atheists, Mus-
lims and Jews—who yet are asking:
But does it concern me? Why should
I care? South Africa and Soweto are
way over there.

Copies of the Kairos Document
are available from: the Theology ina
Global Context Office, Stony Point
Center, Crickettown Road, Stony
Point, NY 10983 or from the CIDSA
office.
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