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1cont1nued from page 3) Liberation 

indt•pt>ndence to GuinP-Bissau, hut not 
thi· Cnpe Verde lsbnds. :K on(• of tht·se 
six organizations ,H·tions indicatP thnt 
they will make deals with imperialism 
and sell out the world struggle for imag­
ined shortrange advantages. All sup­
port the struggles of the lndo-Chinese 
peoples, Latin American peoples and 
the struggles of workers in capitalist 
countries. All understand that the suc­
cess of their movement in Africa de­
pends a great deal on the world wide 
support they receive, especially from the 
socialist countries. 

Recommended Reading 
For The Conference 

6. Asia and Africa, Fundamental 
Changes, Parlov, Imported Pub.: Chi­
cago, Ill. 

2. In the Eye of the Storm, Basil David­
son, Doubleday & Co.: New York, 
1972. 

7. Revolutionary Paths, Kwame Nkru­
mah, International Publishers, New 
York, 1973. 

8. Return to the Source, Amilcar Cab­
ral, African Information Service: 
New York 
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(con:,nued from page 2/ Role of Workers 
is right ~ocial democrncy in Europe and 
tht· Unit,·d States. Righi "llcial <lHnoc­
racy µut:- the immediate• inten•sts of 
a section of its national working class 
ahead of the long range interests of 
general social development. It is a form 
of nationalism, of social chauvinism. In 
the colonial struggle, right social demo­
crats play down the question of the 
struggle for power by Blacks in South­
er~· Africa and over-emphasize the 
struggle for immediate gains, ignoring 
the dictum of Karl Marx that one step 
toward the seizure of power is worth 
more than a thousand programs. Of 
course, Karl Marx was not denying the 
need for political programs as steps 
toward the seizure of power! 

If we Afro-Americans see the strage­
gy of extending apartheid as a labor 
question in addition to a military stra­
tegic question, we will be confirming 
and supporting the position taken by 
the anti-apartheid conference in Lusaka 
which, recognizing this strategy as a 
world-wide strategy, and passed a res­
olution opposing apartheid not only in 
Southern Africa but all over the world. 
Some Afro-American leaders are sup­
porting these neo-colonial schemes, de­
siring to recruit some Black Americans 
to the labor aristocracy at the expense 
of the Afro-American community as a 
whole. The Wall Street Journal's edi­
torial (July 13, 1973) implicitly recom­
mended that some Black African work­
ers be recruited to this category of 
skilled worker at the expense of other 
African workers who will be increas­
ingly super-exploited and many per­
manently unemployed. ANC predicted 
that if such a policy were successful, 
Southern African Blacks will suffer 
rates of unemployment up to 40% by the 
1990's. Even the conservative news­
paper, African Confidential, had these 
admonitions to relate: "A number of 
prominent men on both sides of South 
Africa's white political divide have 
warned that increased pay for Black 
workers (and the increased productiv­
ity that must go with it) could lead to a 
shortage of jobs for the steadily increas­
ing Black work-seekers." (African Con­
fidential, July 10, 1973, p. 5) 

The South African liberals' strategy, 
the so-called Verligte Solidarity (En­
lightened Solidarity) seems to be a 
grotesque analogue to the pluralist 
models of U.S. liberals in the 1960's 

t 

wherPin some Blacks rl'ceive fon11ul 
repn•:-,entation in the front as th(- J,.,,,,,•r 
of two evils. ANC and the African C11n1-
munists with good warrant se<' tl1iH 
strategy as an effort to split their mov1• 
ment. We Afro-Americans, must not 
support this maneuver. 

The "dialogue" strategy (South A frj. 
ca entering into relations with in'11• 
pendent African states) was a part of 
this comprehensive politico-economic­
strategy and would have been succrHH• 
ful if the neo-colonialist regimes thut 
supported such a strategy could h11v1, 
stabilized their power. Fortunatdy 
Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroons, Chad 1md 
many other African states have ro­
jected the regimes that supported "Dia­
logue with South Africa" and repluc,•d 
it with the anti-imperialist strategy of 
positive neutrality. 

The role of African workers and pt!RII· 

ants has been pivital in breaking thcKe 
strategies of "international reform­
ism" recognizing that the movement for 
insignificant reforms will split the Afri­
can liberation movements. Economism 
is no more applicable to Africa than It 
was in Russia in the days of Lenin. The 
'most signal recent setback for intern11• 
tional reformism was the recently eH• 

tablished Organization of African l ,n­
bor Unions (OALU) created on the ini• 
tiative of the OAU. This continental ft>d­
eration now represents 13 millinn 
workers as a result of a reunification of 
African workers after a split had hl'rn 
engineered by the AFL-CIO in the eurly 
sixties. OALU attended the Geneva r.on· 
ference and took many initiatives th11i 
attest clearly to the fact that African or· 
ganized labor is on the liberation srcne 
to stay. 

The struggle in the United Statet1 i11 
also moving to a new stage. The lt1nd• 
ing expressions of this movement h1tve 
been the annual African Liberation Day 
demonstrations led by African Libt•rn• 
tion Day Support Committees and \'nri• 
ous and sundry strike and boycott nc• 
tions in opposition to violation of UN 
sanctions by the U.S. governments. Now 
there is a proposed conference (the dnu, 
of which has been changed to Octohrr 
19-21 in Chicago) to bring together In· 
bor, church groups, youth, politirnl , 
community and other civic organ\1,11-
tions to create an on-going anti-im1wrl· 
alist movement in solidarity with Afri· 
ca in the United States. 
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