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INSIDE
OURNALISM

JUNE 1989

A Newsletter Published by the Journalism Department of Columbia College

FOURTH PULITZER
WINNER JOINS CC

Peter Gorner makes science simple

Peter Gomer, a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning writer for the Chicago Tribune,
joined three other winners when he
signed up to teach Science Writing in
the journalism department this
SCMEsIEr.

Preceding Peter were Pulitzer win-
ners John White, the Sun-Times
photographer who coordinates the
photojournalism concentration; Bill
Gaines, a Tribune reporter who
teaches Investigative Reporting; and
Jeff Lyon, a writer for the Tribune
Sunday section, who coordinates
Columbia’s Science Writing and
Reporting program and who intro-
duced Peter o Columbia. Peter and
Jeff shared a 1987 Pulitzer for the story,
“Altered Fates: The Promise of Gene
Therapy.”

SPECIALIZATION IS THE KEY

Peter says he likes teaching science
writing, but adds that it is difficult to
demonstrate all the complexities of the
subject in one semester. He uses the

class as a seminar where students can
critique each other's work.

“I want them to walk into their first
newspaper job and be able to say they
have a specialty, to be able to read some
press releases and know whom to call
and what o ask,” says Peter.

Peter began his j ism carcer
after winning a high school writing
contest. At age 15, he joined the City
News Burean of Chicago. He speaks
fondly of the experience saying, T saw
a world I'd never seen before. It taught
me how to be a reporter and how to ask
questions.” Currently, five Columbia J-
students work at CNB.

Peter, who came from a musical
family, paid his way through college
working in a band, One of his first jobs
at the Tribune was as assistant music

Fifteen years as a feature writer
provided Peter with the knowledge to
make the transition between music
criticism and science wriling and
helped him cultivate the curiosity
necessary to investigate new develop-
ments in science, along with the skills
needed to research unfamiliar topics. “'1
was always specializing in science; it
was a newly developing feature ficld.
You had the time to really follow your
interests,”

CREATING UNDERSTANDING

Many people fail to sec the
similarities between art and science,
but Peter claims the two ficlds share
great creativity, *There's not much dif-
ference in interviewing a great conduc-
tor and a brilliant physicist,” he notes,
“although the physicist may be easier
to understand.”

According to Peter, the last few years
in science created new fears, from
radon gas in the basement to oil spills
off the coast of Alaska. He adds that
technology has begun to develop
beyond the capacity of the culture to
accept it. “In order to get a science
story on the front page it must be im-

portant, sensational, timely, scary
andfor optimistic,” he comments.

When interviewing, Peter’s most ef-
fective technique iz sharing the
subjects’ excitement about the topic.
He then brings this vigor to his story
and to his class.

Peter's student, Richard Rudnik, 25,
a senior, comments, “You have to break
down technical terms into something
everyone can understand. This is true
not only in science writing but in
politics and others fields as well.” Rud-
nik adds that it is professionals like
Peter who help make Columbia’s J-
department 50 notable.,

Peter’s Tribune colleague and recent
Pulitzer winner Clarence Page agrees,
adding, “Peter is the best in the busi-
ness.” —Sheridan Chaney

WOMEN IN
COMMUNICATIONS

National network of contacls

When Columbia College organized
its new student chapter of Women in
Communications Inc. last March, it
forged a link with ene of the nation’s
most dynamic networks of com-
munications professionals.

At the group’s first meeting, morg
than 60 students from journalism, ad-
vertising, PR, radio, TV and film
gathered to hear a panel from the
Chicago professional chapter of WICI



describe these benefils of membership:
§Link with a national network of

contacts, including top professionals

and industry leaders in every major cily
EAms o WII‘.’.‘I Job Hotline

Jamiee Mosley, a junior TV journalism
major; and Treasurer Jeannine Haffner,
a sophomore radio major.

The group, which is sull taking ap-
pl:cauuns for i'ﬂEi‘[lhi.‘}I'Shtl} in Room

NEWS THE USA TGDA‘I’ WA"':‘

 Some people refer to USA Today as Mcl’apen Marcia Bollard might
retort, “Well, how many times have Americans eaten at McDonalds?”
She does agree with some of the criticisms lodged against it, but overall,
Marcia, now managing editor on USA Weekend, is a (Gannett teﬂm p!a:,'er,
she told Jim Ylisela's News Reporting class on April 25, -
Marma worked at a Rochester (N.Y.) newspaper for eight jear-s befare
joining the USA Today protoype team in 1982, After the paper’s launch she

worked on the Life section and cover story department until she went to

USA Weekend, the former Family WEekl_-,.r Sunda}f Sup]}lemEnt, when the
paper pur-:huse«d it in 1954 i

"THINGS SHE LIKES

+The founder, Al Neuharﬂt, Imd the guts to du sﬂmeth:ng ra E[IEH"}"
different, and stick by it when USA Today was first panned by its peers.
~ «She learned more about editing and writing from USA Today’s con-
densed (and sometimes re-condensed) style than anywhere else. .

*Thanks m intense pre- -launch research, the paper is easy and fast to
read. : it
'WHAT SHE DOESN'T LIKE ;
- «USA Today had a tendency at first to hire mediocre writers, helzevmg
they’d be less upset by heavy editing than fine writers.

«Local papers criticized the national paper while revamping !henr own o
ook more like it.

- HER ADVICE TO J-STUDENTS

«Investigate computer database reporting (culling stahsln;s and ﬂﬂ.’lEI‘
information from online sources).

- «While in school, learn something besides J{:rumalrsm.

+*Be willing to start small and work hard. :

_ Finally, Marcia defended USA Today’s short-short story anﬂ al:lwseﬂ
students to learn it. “People today are bombarded with information, they
just don’t have time to sort through it all. It takes as much rEpurt:ng o
write a five-inch story as a longer one, more dlsctplme and a creative knack

for eramming lots of info into tight spaces.”

—Kathleen Flinn

friends from last year are, and where
some of this year's crop are headed.

CLASS OF 1988

Claudia Banks is now working as
editorial assistant for the sports depart-
ment of the Chicago Tribune,

Lee Bey, Kathleen Misovic and
Yvette Shields are currently working
as reporters for the City News Bureau
in

Shirley Henderﬂnn has been promoted
from sales supporl representative 1o
editorial assistant of the features depart-
ment al the Chicago Tribune.

Claudia Lenart was recently
promoted from staff writer for the
Forest Park Review and Wednesday
Journal to news editor of the Review,

Penny Mateck, former editor of the
Columbia Chronicle, is a staff reporier
for the Southtown Economist,

Elizabeth Owens, who interned for
both Playboy and Advertising Age, is
working as a reporter for Pioneer Press
in Miles,

Letricia Riley is currently working
as a copy editor at Encylopedia BEritan-
nica,

CLASS OF 1989

Boonie Booth has been accepted into
both MNorthwestern and Columbia
universiies” master's of journalism
programs and is likely to begin classes
at Columbia this fall,

Brenda Herrmann, editor of Inside
Journalism, received a fellowship w
attend graduate school at Ithaca Col-
lege (MN.Y.) o study corporate TV,

Lynda Horton, president of the Jour-

§Subscription 10 The Professional
Communicator magazing

§lnvitations to attend all meetings
and special events sponsored by stu-
dent chapter and Chicago professional
chapter

§Develop leadership skills and en-
hance resume by holding elecied office
in chapter

§Exchange idcas and carcer tips with
other students; meel a variely of crea-
tive people, working 1o improve them-
selves, their community and their
professions

Al the second meeting in April, stu-
dent officers for the 1989-90 academic
year were elected. They are: President
Marla Shone, a sophomore film major;
Vice President/Program Chairman
Lance Cummings, a freshman jour-
nalism major; Recording Secrelary

WS00L, is planning a wide variety of
monthly programs that will introduce
studenis to professional mentors who
ar¢ commitied to helping beginners
boost theirr career prospects. An-
nouncements of all WICI activities are
posied in the journalism department.
—Carolyn Hulse
WICI faculty advisor

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Where are they going?

Through the years, Columbia’s jour-
nalism department has graduated many
students who went on 1o op-notch jobs
in all genres of media. Here are where
some of your undergraduate degree

nalism Club, l'msbc{:nhimdaﬂamw'[cr

SMIKLE EGWS

Jmn me in cungrﬂtulmmg Ken
Smikle, advisor to the Columbia
Chronicle, on the expansion of his
publication, Target Market News,
to monthly frequency. Ken has
been developing this publication
for more than a year and has pub-
lished two pilot issues so far. He’s
hired a couple of Columbia J-stu-
dents — Tanya Bonner and Carla
Jones — to help him gear up m
regular frequency, =
- Ken describes THrgEt Mﬂrkat
News as “the Advertising Age of
the black consumer market.”
Regreltahlf, Ken won't have the
time to work as advisor to the
Chronicle next year, Best wishes,

Ken! —Nat Lehrman




for the Associated Press, Chicago
Bureau.

Kelli Kirkpatrick, J-workaide, has
been accepted at Syracuse University
(IN.Y.), where she'll study for her master’s
in journalism,

Chris Langrill iz an employee of
Encylopedia Britannica. He is planning
10 use his degree 10 move into the wril-
ing and editing departiment.

Norma Lawson is working as a video
journalist in the operations department
of Cable News Network in Atlanta
Norma graduated in January and was
chosen when CNN visited Columbia’s
Campus.

Debra Matei is preparing 10 go o
law school but will first intem for the
American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees.

NEW MAGAZINE DIRECTOR

Don’s good as gold

The J-Department'’s magazine con-
centration will have a full-lime director
this fall. Don Gold, recent editor-in-

: -@::-a-:-a--::@a:.:o T -wz-q:.:'-:::-c-.-:-::- :
dastry, a business, or ju
i

ek

wise journalism grad
ﬁ" : =..;' :
i lne

e
£ 1}
S g e

B rusuines” .
- ....”‘ﬁhm'

chief of Chicago Magazine, has
agreed to coordinate the program,
while also teaching magazine editing
and advising department publications.
Don has had a long and distinguished
carcer as an editor and writer, Cur-
rently, he's co-authoring an autobiog-
raphy of the New York Meis' star out-
fielder, Darryl Strawberry. His last
book, “Zoo,” was a profile of the Lin-
coln Park Zoo and he's written
several other books as well.

His magazinc stints have included
high-level positions at Downbeat, a
magazing of jazz, The Saturday Eve-
ning Post, Travel and Leisure, and
Playboy — where I worked with Don
for nearly four years, and learned to
respect and admire his extraordinary
writing and editorial skills. I also found
him to be a delightful person . . . one
who'll make a lot of fricnds at CC.

The magazine program, which began
less than two years ago, is moving into
high gear. We've become known o
some major magazine publishers who
are interested in our students (see story
about Whittle Publishing in May In-
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side Journalism). At present, we have
one of the most versatile curricula in
the country. It includes not only
magazine editing and writing, which
are taught at most J-schools, but also
Magazine Production, Photo Editing
and Design for Editors (a course that
teaches design principles to those
without artistic talent). We also have
put a foot into the magazine publishing

door with a course on Ad Sales.
There are several hundred trade and
association magazines in the Chicago
area, and jobs should be plentfully
available to J-graduates with the proper
training. Come see me this spring (and
Don, this fall), if you're intercsted in a

magazing ediling career.
—Nat Lehrman
chairman, J-department

EDITOR'S ENCORE
Ii's Brenda is off and running
The J-department door swings open

and in bursts Inside Journalism editor
Brenda Herrmann. She pitches her




headphones, books and leather jacket
onto the nearest chair and disappears
into the computer lab with a draft of the
latest newslelter in her hands,

Brenda, 21, a senior broadcast jour-
nalism major, doesn't kid around when
it comes to gelting work done. Despite
a full load of classes and continual duties
as a J-department workaide, Brenda
manages ¢ach month o get the newslel-
ter edited and to the printer on schedule,
Ofentimes, that means giving up Satur-
days, but Brenda feels she'll reap the
benefits later for the time she puls in
NOW.

“Columbia is the type of school where
you can either sink or swim," she says.
“It"s not a babysitting school. You can
come here and improve your work, or
you can come and got nothang.”™

J-department chairman Nat Lehrman
adds, “In writing, there’s no substitute
for practice. Brenda knows that. She
not only writes in class, but is aggres-
sive about freelancing, internships and
school publications. | measure her by
much higher standards than the average
student, and she matches up.”

Brenda has freelanced for national
publications such as AsiAm and Cam-
pus Voice and completed an internship
for Today's Chicago Woman.

At 17, Brenda left home and, despite

HELP WANTED
Editor and managing editor for
this publication, Inside Jour-
nalism. Preferably, editor should
bea semur, and managmg editor a
junior, majoring in journalism.
Stipend and academic credit avail-
able for both students. Duties in-
clude working with chairman of
Juumahsm department to produce
six issues of this newsletter per
year, Excellent ﬂppuriumty 1o
sharpen writing and editing skills,
accumulate clips for your book,
and learn desk -top puhhsh-
ing while earning bucks and
working in a highly visible spot.
Contact Bobbi Rathert at ﬂ:t. JEI‘S
orin Room W500-L.

Brenda Herrmann and her cot, Elvis

financial hardships, she finished an
associale’s degree in arts at Rock Valley
College in Rockford, Ill. Then, Brenda
came 10 Columbia 1o complet¢ herunder-
graduate experience because “the people
here aren't superficial.” Brenda fits right
in, and takes advantage of Columbia’s
hands-on approach 1o education.

This June, Breada will graduate from
Columbia with recognition as a Fischelt
scholar and with one of the highest grade
point averages in the department, nearly
3.9. But she doesn't want (o leave
academia just yet Brenda begins work
in June on her master’s degree in cor-

porate TV at Ithaca E‘nlll:gc, NY.,
where she was recently awarded a fel-
lowship.

Despite a fiery attitude that befits a full
head of flowing red hair, Brenda is really
a sensitive and funny person, She likes o
pun around and talk endlessly aboutl (wo
guys: fiance Pyt Mike Hyatt, a former
Columbia student whom Brenda met at
registration, and her idol, Elvis Costello.

Brenda recently appeared on slage
with Elvis, who picked her from the
crowd at a concert at Northwestern
Umiversity. She even gol o request a
song. "I should've slipped my phone
number in his pockel while we wene
standing there," she chides herself, “but
wias 50 excited, I was fortunate 1 could
even remember my own name!”

The peaple who know Brenda all alk
about her unigue qualities,

Magazine Article Wriling instructor
Michael Kieler admires Brenda's “spit-
in-the-cye attitude.” English instractor
Fred Gardaphe likes her bold writing
style. Co-worker Peter Stenson $ays
Brenda reminds him of the perfume com-
mercial where the woman smgs: "1 can
bring home the bacon. Fry it up in the

pan...." —Kelli Kirkpatrick
DIANN BURNS WOWS
CC CLASS

Channel 7 reponer and anchor Diann
Burns visited CC this spring to clue
J-students in on the life of a joumalist.
Diann, who has worked in both print
and broadcast media, siresses the im-

portance of intemships, hard work and
AgETCSSIVENCsSs,

Diann says it is important 10 apply
for internships at newspapers,
television and radio statons. “Don’tbe
really picky,” she says. “Whoever
chooses you, take the offer because you
may never get another chance like that
again. Once you get your foot in the
door, you'll get experience.

“Show some assertiveness, Don't
get caught up in the fact that you're
working for free. Woark long hours and
g0 there when you don't have to.”

Another tip is to select a favornite
reporter o tag along with, "You can
learn so0 much just being around and
watching veteran reporters and seeing
how they get their facts, the way they
operate and their rapport when they in-
lerview someone,” she says.

She has extra advice for broadcast
journalists. “Go out and gel some ex-
perience in front of the camera. Prac-
tice being on the air. Act like you know
what you're talking about and deliver it
to your audience with confidence.”

—~Carla Jones
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