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JANUARY 1989

OURNALISM

A Newsletter Published by the Journalism Department of Columbia College

WEISMAN FUND EN-
DOWS JOURNALISM
LIBRARY

A unique joumalism center, in which
the spirit of Chicago journalism will be
brought to life through literature and
lectures, archives and artifacts, has
been created at Columbia’s library
through the generosity of the Al Weis-
man family. Designed w instruct, in-
form and inspire, il is dedicated to the
spirit of the man for whom it is named.

Albert P Weisman, or Al, was a PR
and ad man and a legend in the jour-
nalism community. As part of the love
affair between him and Chicago, he
created the Wellington Oakdale Old
Glory Marching Society (WOOGMS),
which sponsored a parade enjoyed by
northsiders twice a year. Al's son Tony
has continued this festive occasion in
hig father’s memory.

Al was a CC trustee and teacher
renowned for his commitment to his
students. His colleagues established in
his memory the annual Chicago Com-
munications luncheon, proceeds of
which are used to assist Columbia stu-
dents in various communications
fields. ‘This takes the form each year of
Project Completion Grants designed to
help students finish independent
enterprises in such areas as photog-
raphy, film, video, jounalism, adver-
tising, PR, broadcast and publishing.

This fund was augmented by a be-
quest of $200,000, left in Al's memory,
by his father-in-law, Ed Eichengreen,
who died in 1986,

“The income from the money will be
split, half to the communications
scholarship fund and half to the jour-
nalism ¢center,” explains Connic Zonka,
head of the college relations depart-
ment at Columbia.

Weisman family members and
school officials agree the Weisman
Center will be more than a study room,

Plans call for speakers' programs,
professional seminars and a collecton
of artifacts which will trace the history
of Chicago journalism.

“We want it to be a center of vitality,”
says Tony Weisman, “a place that is as
vital and dynamic as my father was,

“The advisory board will play an im-
poriant part in capiuring that spark,”
says Tony, “and will take an active part
in the programming and activites of the
center.”

Members of the board include,
Robin Robinsen Brantley, Fox/WFLD-
TV; Bill Newman, Chicago Sun-
Times; Clarence Page, Chicago
Tribune; Herman Kogan, distin-
guished author and newsman emeritus;
several OC administrative and faculty
members; and three former recipients
of Weisman scholarships. Joan
Lufrano, Tony, and Al's widow, Ann,
will represent the Chicago Com-
munications Commitlee,

A completion date for the library
has not been set, but according 1o
Mike Alexandroff, president of CC,
late spring seems likely. —Debra
Matei

Winner Ecoth poses with Governor Thompson and wife Jayne.

St

JOURNALISM STUDENT
WINS STAéI'I_E"gCHGLAH-

Senior journalism major, Bonnie
Booth, was one of 55 students from
each of the four-year degree-granting
institutions of higher learning in Il-
linois to win a prestigious Student
Laoreate Award from the Lincoln
Academy of Illinois.

Each recipient was awarded a Lin-
coln Academy Certificate by Governor
Thompson during a special ceremony
held at the Ilinois State Capitol in
Springfield on November 12.




“It’s a greal honor because there's no
other real system of recognition where
you can compare yourself with other
students,” Bonnic says.

Each year, the Lincoln Academy re-
gquests that one Columbia College
senior be selected from a specilic
department to represent the school.

This year was the journalism
department’s turn, and Bonnie was
chosen over all joumalism seniors by a
department committee because of her
excellent 3.8 GPA and her impressive
extracurricular journalism activities.

Besides interning at the Chicago
Reporter, Bonnie has had work pub-
lished in the 5t. Louis Chronicle, and
the Columbia Chronicle, and was also
the first journalism tuter al Columbia,

But the long road o recognition has
bean anyithing but

to France and Italy, they're also avail-
able in Germany, Ireland, Great
Britain, Switzerland and elsewhere,

The American Institute for Foreign
Study (AIFS) provides programs in
journalism, communications, and other
majors, allowing students to ex-
perience other cultures without taking
limge away from their studies.

Esther Ruskin is the foreign study
advisor for Columbia College and she,
herself, has lived in London for two
years and traveled to nearly all the
major countries in the world. Esther
says an internship abroad demonsirates
o future employers that the student is
mature and independent. The ex-
perience also gives a student insight
into another country: leaming about its
government, its citizens and its culwre,

TV PRODUCER STIMU-
LATES CC CLASS

It wasn't your typical television
news conference; there were no
cameras, no special lights, no
microphones, and almost nothing else
you'd find at a news conference—nol
even professional reporters,

But there were several student
reporiers busily scribbling notes for the
mock press conference given January
4th in Renee Fergusons TV News
Wriling class. The guoest was Danice
Kem, executive producer of the three
early (4, 4:30, 5 pm) broadcasts at
Channel Five (WMAQ) News,
Danice, who works with anchor Renee,
was invited to

smooth for Bon-
nie, who ook a
four-year hiatos
from college (1o
work in an office)
before deciding 1o
once again pack
up her school bag
and head 10
Columbia to pur-
sue her dream of
becoming a top-
noich jourmalist.
Bluntly speak-
g, Bonme was
fed up with her
ning-lo-five style.
“I was ured of
filing and work-
ing in an office all
day,” she ex-
plains, “1 wanted
to go back to
school and ac-
complish some-

Art Plomik’s Introduction to Magazine Editing provides a variety of experiences for
aspiring editors. Here, students are taught how to handle a camera, a useful skill in many
magazine assignments. Photographer Shirley Henderson Is instructed to persuade sub-
ject Carla Jones to face the camera in a candid pose. Note the surprise on Carla's face.
But don’t be fooled by her expression.  Both students know exactly what they are doing.

visit the class of
broadcast jour-
nalism students
and offer insight
into this field.
The class then
wrote stories—
complete with
sound bites—as
their assignments.

More valuable
than homework,
however, was the
experience of-
fered by Danice,
35, a tough,
secasoned ad-
ministrator who
has reached the
top ranks of a
very competitive
field.

A3 execulive
producer, Danice
coordinates

thing."

Mow, less than two years later, it's
obvious Bonnic has accomplished
much more than just something.

~—Jeff Copeland

LEARN FROM LIFE

. while studying abroad

Eam a grade while you pichic on
wine amnd cheese in the shadow of the
Eiffel Tower. . .or while you nibble on
a pizza under the leamng wwer of Pisa.
These are just a couple of the benefits
of an overseas fellowstip. In addition

Thas knowledge can be especially help-
ful 1n the life of a roving reporter.

The overseas credits are ransferable
to Columbia but each program must be
considered individually. The cost also
varies, depending on which type of in-
wernship is chosen, Financial aid may
be utilized by students who are eligible
for it normally.

But before you start packing, buying
ourism books and applying for a
pasaport, stop by the academic advising
office, main building, Room 609 and
see Esther, Or call ext. 145 for mome
information. —Mary Fleming

stories, decides
which one gets used, why, who tells i,
and where il takes place. She also con-
trols budgets.

“If you arge in television journalism
for looks, for money or for glamor, you
are in it for the wrong reasons,” she
states flatly, *You should be going into
it because you believe in joumalism,
not because you wanl to be on
television.”

While this statement may not be a
revelation, it did give students some-
thing to ponder. Kathleen Flinn, a print
journalism major, says Danice made
her believe, contrary 1o her previous



opinion, that at least some people in
television are in it for the news, not just
the glamor.

Danice’s many insights result from
having worked on both sides of the
camera. She spent several years as an
anchor and on-air reporier al various
NBC affiliates. She also worked for
five vears as an invesligalive reporier
for NBC in Kansas City before she
came to Chicago. “I chose the produc-
tion end because I wanted to be behind
the scenes” shie says. "I didn't want
anycae ielling me how to wear my hair
or put on my makeup or which func-
tions 10 appear a.. Having my face on
a billboard doesn't mean that much to
me. [ want to do journalism.”

Danice worries about the future of
television and doesn't hesitate Lo say il
“Downsizing, massive layoffs. . .all
these things are being done o make
joumalism a profitable business. |
don't like to see a story strangled by the
bottom line. Joumalism shouldn't be
money-driven but in reality it 15."

Despite those realities, Danice 15 op-
umistic about news coverage and says
students can help it to improve. "Don’t
settle for mediocrity,” she advises,
“Sometimes you have o live with it,
but don’t ever accept il

—Brenda Herrmann

MINORITY NETWORK

You can schmooz with the pros

The American Society of Newspaper
Editors (ASNE) is offering students a
chance to leam from the pros through a
nationwide Minority Professional-in-
Residence program,

This plan encourages journalists (o
visit Columbia College for periods of
one to three days. The joumnalist may
speak o classes, critique the college
newspaper, talk aboul career oppor-
tunities in the newspaper field, or con-
duct informal sessions with small
groups of swdents. Although recruit-
ing is not a major purpose of the visit,
the program does create valuable con-
tacts between the nmewspaper, the
professional and the college,

Some of the professionals interested
in visiting CC are connected with the
Herald and Review in Decatur, the
Pekin Daily Times and the Rockford
Register Star, All of these papers arg
located in Tlinois.

A vigit from any of these offers the
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chance to hear the views of various
minority professionals working in dif-
ferent markets, some of which are
receptive to employing Columbia
graduates. The Rockford market, for
example, is the second largest in the
state and is close to Chicago.

If you would like 1o meet some of
these journalists, or il you are faculty
and would like to invite one to appear
in your class, please leave a note in the
journalism department office.

ASNE is also offering a Minority
Conference and Job Fair. The meetings
will bring editors and minority students
together to discuss carcer opportunitics
at daily mewspapers. The conference
for the Midwest area will be held
February 2-4, in Columbia, Mo, Par-
ticipation in the conference is limited to
minomty students. For more informa-
tion contact Mary Bullard-Johnson,
The Missourian, P.O. Box 917,

Columbia, MO, 65205 (314- 44}
3161}, —Dan Gilie

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Kelli Kirkpatrick iz sitting in her
Monday morning class. She looks
wide awake compared 1o some of the
sleepy-eyed students. The teacher asks
a question about writing and its relation
to reality. Kelli’s hand shoots up.

"How do you dehine reality’!™ she
demands, as several studenis begin
thumbing frantically throogh ther
pocket dictionaries,

Kelli is capable of stopping an in-
structor cold. She’s always there, in the
front row, and she always has a per-
tinent—or impertineni—comment: the
Sam Donaldson of Columbia Caollege.
“But with nicer lips,” she protests.

But in addition to her iconoclastic
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aren't here because they couldn't get
into Morthwestern., They are here be-

¢ in the 1 cause they like the environment. We
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and :dmsyncmuc VIEWS, she 8 tecug—
nized for her good grades and other
accomplishmenis—among them, a
productive stint as a J-department
workaide, where she keeps her eyes
wide open and opens her mentors' eyes
with some of her opinions.

Kelli came to Columbia last year
with a strong background in religion
and three years of public and interper-
gonal communications at Purdue
University.

She demonstrates her devotion to the
church by writing for religious publica-

tmns—hke the United Methodist %

Communications, for which she inter-
ned exiensively. “The Methodist
Church is more liberal than other
protestant denominations,” she says.
“I like it because of its concern for
social issues such as apartheid.” Kelly
attends the United Church of the Medi-
cal Center in Chicago. “Our church
does a lot of special work in the Philip-
pines,” she comments, adding that this
has special meaning for her because
she is of Asian descent, despite her Irish
surname,

Although Kelli is an adopted child,
she knows that she is part Pakistani.
This qualifies her as an Asian and Kelli
has camed several minority scholar-
ships including the Leonard Perryman
award and the Chicago Tribune inter-
nship stipend.

Currently, Kelli works as an intern at
the City of Chicago Department of Cul-
taral Affairs, “T write position papers (o
increase city funding in the poor com-
mumbes and to help fund minority ar-
tists, among other things,.”

She has also freclanced various ar-
ticles for Chicago Lawyer and is a
Fischetti Scholarship recipient.

Kelli is interested in politics and uses
her internship as a way to find out more
about the games politicians play. *1
don’t support Sawyer's policies,”" she
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