












population in Sekou Toure-.led Republic of Guinea especially. 

after the 1970 invasion attempt. 

There is as well an interrelatedness among these 

functions. For example, the military struggle benefits from 

the success of the administrative sphere in the latter's 

providing a sound educational program or structure of medical 

services. (Particularly, the latter in terms of getting 

people medical care; curing problems as soon as possible and 

keeping health and spirits on a positive note). 

Then there is the interpenetration of political and 

military considerations. The notion of the scholar, Egbal 

Ahmad, that the military struggle is only effective to the 

degree that the enemy is out-administered is a further example 

of this kinship of functions. 

Since we will be constantly referring to the national 

liberation movement in Guine-Bissau, we may once again look to 

the thinking of Amilcar Cabral for further amplification: 

"We have liberated more than 80% of our 
national territory·. We shall liberate 
the rest. We shall liberate the Cape 
Verde Islands. Step by Step, we con
struct our State. Our.present position 
is that of an independent nation with a 
part of its national territory, notably 
the urban centers and the islands, still 
under foreign occupation. Through this 
struggle, we have conquered the right to 
our own personality in the international 
field." 

(Amilcar Cabral, late Secretary 
General of the PAIGC during a 
visit to the USA in 1972) 

The question of a national liberation movement, like 

all questions having to do with social change and societal 
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development, must be posed within and ac_companying an appre

ciation of the specific historical circumstances that spawned 

that movement. Thus, in the discussion which will fol[ow, 

there will be an ' effort to descripe and analyze some of the 

following aspects of the national liberation· movement in Guine 

Bissau: 

the geographical circumstances of Portugal, 
Guine-Bissau, and the Cape Verde Islands 

- the nature and development of Portuguese 
colonialism in the international capitalist 
arena 

- changes in the internal situation of Portugal 

- P·ortugal' s relations with other Western and 
non-Western countries 

- the events in Portugal leading to the military 
coup of April 26, 1974 and the seating of 
General Spinola as the Head of State. (See 
attached appendix) 

Unfortunately, in the space· of this paper and given 

the rapidity of events now occurring in Portugal and Africa, 

I will neither exhaustively discuss nor definitely analyze the 

entire subject matter of the historical development of the 

national liberation movement in Guine Bissau. I shall touch, 

however, upon many aspects of that question. I will not dwell, 

at great length, upon the PAIGC and the movement itself, e.g., 

organization, structure, military strength, ideology. Though 

all of these will necessarily be touched upon; my primary concern 

is to relate the national liberation struggle of Guine Bissau 

to the historical development of Portugal itself. One central 

contention that will be presented in the follow-up is that to 
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gain any modicum of ."independence" (defined in terms of con

trolling one's own productive capabilities), a state must be 

revolutionary and, that, even then 'the revolutionary struggle 

of a state cannot be seen except tn the context of the present 
. ~ 

pattern of globa~ domination by the .capitalist nations led by 

the USA. 
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