




















development, must be posed within and accompanying an appre-
ciation of'the specific historical circumstances that spawned
that movement. Thus, in the discussion which will follow,
there will be an effort to describe and analyze some of the
following aspects of the national liberation movement in Guine
Bissau:

- the geographical circumstances of Portugal,
Guine-Bissau, and the Cape Verde Islands

- the nature and development of Portuguese
colonialism in the international capitalist
arena

- changes in the internal situation of Portugal

- Portugal's relations with other Western and
non-Western countries

- the events in Portugai leading to the military
coup of April 26, 1974 and the seating of
General Spinola as the Head of State. (See
attached appendix) ’
Unfortunately,.in the space of this paper and given
the rapidity of events now occurring in Portugal and Africa,
I will neither exhaustively discuss nor definitely analyze the
entire subject matter of the historical development of the
national liberation movement in Guine Bissau. I shall touch,
however, upon many aspects of that quéstion. I will not dwell,
at great length, upon the PAIGC and the movement itself, e.g.,
organization, structure, military strength, ideology. Though
all of these will necessarily be touched upon; my primary concern
is td relate the national liberation struggle of Guine Bissau

to the historical development of Portugal itself. One central

contention that will be presented in the follow-up is that to



gain any modicum of ;independence“ (defined in terms of coﬁ-
trolling ohe's own productive capabilities), a state must be
revolutionary and, that, even then the revolutionary struggle
of a state cannot be seen except in the context of the present

pattern of global domination by the capitalist nations led by'
the USA. |



