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South Norwalik, Conn.

Apxril 19, 1898,

Dear Friends of the Phi Sigma Class: it
: I suppose that, 1f I could he with

you at the Banguet next Friaag evening, nearly all your present members

would eye me with curiesity, &nd saX what might be the name of that old

fossil. And that would be =0 strange an experiende for me in the Phi

3igma that I should at onice vegin asking uyself whether T were I or soue

other fellow. But, like the boy's jackknife which, though all the blades

were put in new, and the old handle finally*replaced with a nev. handle,

was still the sawe old jackknife, the Phi Sigma, I like to think, is still

the same old Phi Siguma, and all its mewbers are my friends, whether they

Know me or not.

*1878 —~ 1368", That makes me feel old., For, in my own judgment at
deast, I was of consideérable size in '78. And now, thoush I am not so big
by cranial measureuent ‘as I was then, vet I an two kieecades older:- a
genuine Phi Sigma antigue. !

I remember, almos® as if it were yvesterday, tHe first meeting called
to discues the vroposed organization., The place was the rear of what was
then Beard Brothers! sfox lio. 4653 Yest Madison St®est. After business
hours, aboul nine o'eldek, we turned out the front lights, set half a
dozen chairs in two rowg, with one facing the rest for the first august
chairman; and, with a mption of Henry Wilson's, I fhink, that Herbert
Small should [iil that position, the Phi Sigma - oP the nawsless group
that afterwards bect#e the Phi Sigma - was launched on its successful
voyage, Let's see: fay forget one or two: hub there were present
 Herbert Small, Henry Wi¥lson, John Mabbs, v brothe® Harry and I.! Will
Hulin and Rob Jeneson Were there then or a few weels later. Fred Teiple
was one of our best medl, too, in those first vears) fHe was a splendid
' fellow, and 1t is hard to think of hin gone without lany good-bye to the

old friends that knew him so well. FPrank Whitman tobk hold with us and
helped much a litile latex: also Potts and Sawver, 4 probably others
whom I ougnt o remenber, Whitman came to see me tHe other deyv, and is
8111l the same old pin. MOur Esteemod Friend* Balledtine blossomed, if
"1 remember rightly, a little later, with the girls. | But,jfit the beginning,
we thought we could get @long better without the gidis, We learned better
later. However, it was well as it was at the start. It made us careful
and appreciative., Some lgirles would have turmed the llass intc a rere
social club and wreeked it within & yesr. But - what giris we did choose!
Who ghould be congratuldted the more it is hard to #ay:~ the Phi Sigma
gixrls for thelr charactar and ability, or we boys far our good taste.

From 'Y8 till '84, When I left Chicago, the PhA Sigma was a great
help to me. I shall aiwﬁys be grateful to it. My first real Knhowledge
ef many things in histemy, llterature and scisnce; iy first intimacy with
many thoughts and ldealsy and sone of the best friefdships of my life.

I owse fc the Phi Sigma. | Whether for good or bad, I Pprobably should not
be here today if it wereinet for the Phi Sigma. My leollsge yvears grew
out of it. It helped mal succeed at the miversity in things T might
otheiwise have failed in;m The stimilus it gave me led me, only a couple

of monthe ago, to tell seme of my voung men here in the Church about i%;
and now, every two weekel a sinmilar societv is meeting hexre, to do for
others, as I trust, wnatithe old Phi Sigma Class once aid for me. And
often the memories of Phl Sigma davs are with me still. In the hurry and
woxiy of the lavgexr Worj; or in some hapby dream at hight, the old wavs
and ithe familiar faces cole back to me; and, for tre time, I anm tWAking
_in fancy with Henyy Wilsen or Hattile Tanner or Carli Sawyer about Phil Sigra



sschemes, at %the stowe®; or I am presiding over some exciting debate that
would put the present Senatorial discussion of Cuban matters into the
shade; or we are all off Tfor the annual pienie, and I am going with Alice
Hinchliff, or Grace Hvde, or Jennie Parr. Well: 1t's a wee bit sad, sone-
times, to Wake up and »ealize that those good times have all gone biy:Yuntil
one calls ones self back, wmth a frown and a smile, to the happy, buly,
rresent, packed full of ovportunity, and rexembers that some day, perhaps
twenty years hence, these davs, too, will have their hale thrown around
them, and will be seen to be, not so freshly beautiful and eagrsr and con-
figdent nerhaps as the Phi Siguma days, but r*icher and dec cper, and I hope
better, e in part because of the experiences that caue ut*fcl‘u.

Pardon iy somewhat persornal retrospect. How I wish I ecould throw
.aside work for a fov hours, clear the thousand mileg between us at a
bound, and sit down with vou 211 at the banquet Friday night! I know you
willi have & glorious time. Here's health and heppiness to the Phi Sigma
Class for many vears. And God bhless us ev ry ouu.g

Yours as in 1%¥3, ] ,Eiig;z/zzﬁz-.

g\.
¢
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