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Non-Capitalist Path of Development
In Africa

In the pages of the African
Agenda, we have repeatedly
alluded to the concept of the
non-capitalist road of devel-
opment as being the road of
development of the majority
of the world’s people. What,
then, is the non-capitalist
path of development?

V. I. Lenin first outlined
this concept in the 1920s
when he said: “if the victori-
ous revolutionary proletari-
ate conducts systematic
propaganda among them
(Peoples of the East, ed.)
and the Soviet government
comes to their aid with all
the means at their disposal

. in that event it will be
misiaken to assume that the

. (Peoples of the East, ed.)
must inevitably go through
the capitalist stage of devel
opment.’

The non-capitalist path ol
development was attempted
by Kwame Nkrumah before
he was overthrown by neo-
colonialist elements who
pursued the capitalist path of
development. Presently, the
nonfapnahst road of devel-
opment is being undertaken
by Egypt, Burma, North
Vietnam, North Korea, Cen-
tral Asian Republics, Repub-
lic of Guinea, Algeria, Peo-
ple’s Republic of the Congo-
Brazzaville, Tanzania, Chile,
Cuba and others. In some
countries the non{*apitalist

path of development is being

akvn under the leadership
of a working class party asin
Cuba: progressive military
leaders as in Burma: and a
mass hased democeratic par

ties in Egypt and Tanzania.

In all instances the non-
capitalist road of develop-
ment has been attacked by
both the capitalist and their
allies, the pseudo-revolu-
tionaries. L. Trotsky attack-
ed it as a betrayal of the

Great October Revolution
when he opposed Lenin’s
New Economic Policy

(N.E.P.). Trotsky supported
the immediate institution of

communalism. Lenin reject-

state capitalism — to ensure
its transformation into so-
cialism in the near future”.

The method of directing
the development of capital-
ism raises the question of
what class or classes have
state power and what econ-
omic policy will they pur-
sue? The non-capitalism
path of development is not
the same as socialist con-
struction and is not a sep-
arate mode of economic and

THE CAPITALIST PATH OF “"DEVELOPMENT"

'rom DE NIEUWE LINIE, Amsterdam

ed the notion of a “great
leap backward™ feeling that
one cannot jump stages in
the course of social develop-
ment. Again, to quote Len-
in's famous theory of state
capitalism: “The whole prob-
lem ... in theoretical and
practical terms ... is to find
the correct methods of di-
recting the development ot
capitalism (which is to some
extent and for some times in-
evitable)into the channels of

social development. Rather,
it is a series of transitional
measures that have to be
undertaken if one lives in an
Africa country with a multi-
form socio-economic system
which has precapitalist rela-
tions of production, such as
communes, patriarchal clans.
feudatories. and petty cap-
italist farmers. In such ter-
ritories there is no national
economy. centralized nation
state., and homogeneous na-

tionality group(s). Hence, it
is necessary to undertake
national reconstruction be-
fore one can move into so-
cialist construction.

Due to the pervasive co-
lonial and neo-colonial expe-
rience of the “Third World”,
two-thirds of the world’s
peoples are left with this
path of development or to
stagnate in neo-colonialism.
The non-capitalist path of
development cannot be tak-
en by the working peoples of
Japan, Western Europe, and
the U.S. which includes Afro-
Americans, Spanish-speak-
ing Americans, Indians,
Asians, and other oppressed
nationalities. This path of
development cannot be tak-
en by Afro-Americans and
other oppressed minorities
in the U.S. because the U.S.
i3 not a multi-form socio-
economic system of pre-cap--
italist relations but an ad-
vanced capitalist society in
which minorities are op-
pressed in total because of
color, nationality, and lack
of skills. The transitional
social stages are not neces-
sary in the capitalist coun-
tries since state monopoly
capitalismis already the com-
plete material preparation
for socialism and needs no
intermediate stages. What i1s
needed by the people in the
capitalist countries and es-
pecially for the oppressed
minorities. is the spiritual,
ideological, and political
weapons to ensure that the

conuinued on page 4



Boycott Gulf:
Help Angola
Win Independence

The Gulf Boveott Coali-
tion, an international coali-
tion, 1s mounting a concerted
effort to influence Gulf Oil
Corporation to change its
policy in Angola. Presently,
Gulif pays oil royalties to Por-
tugal for Angolan oil. It is es-
timated that in 1972, the pay-
ment will be 30 to 50 million
dollars. It is these oil royal-
ties that enable Portugal to
maintain the military budget
necessary to suppress the
Angolan fight for independ-
ence.

Angolahas been a colony of
Portugal fornearly 500
years. Since 1961, the An-
golans have been waging a
war of independence. The
present estimate of Angolan
refugees is 150,000 to 200,000
people. Portugal, facing
economic  difficulties  at
home, is determined to re-
tain control of its African col
onies and is immigrating
Portuguese citizens to its
colonies to bolster their con-
trol.

In order to help Angola
win freedom and justice, the
coalition has spurred an ef-
fort to bring economic pres-
sure to bear upon Guif Oil.
An international boycott of
Gulf products is urged.
Without Gulf money, Portu-
gal cannot maintain its mil-
itary advantages over the
Angolan freedom fighters.

In addition, on August 21st
the Coalition is sponsoring a
Liberation Convention in the
non-delegate area at Miami
Beach. At the same time Gulf
0il Corporation will be spon-
soring the Republican Con-
vention on NBC. The Coali-
tion will raise at the conven-
tion Nixon’s unconstitutional
Azores treaty with the Por-
tuguese and other issues.
The Gulf Boycott Coalition
welcomes support for the
boycott and will supply fur-
ther information upon re-
quest. Write to: Gulf Boy-
cott Coalition, P.O.B. 123,
D.V. Station, Dayton, Ohio
45406.

* Kk K

International Campaign Against
Racism In Sport

MUNICH

It is now clear that the Or-
ganizing Committee of the
Munich Olympic Games, the
Government of the German
Federal Republic are not
prepared to take action
against racism. They are
permitting a team drawn
from the racist Rhodesian
(Zimbabwe) regime to take
partin the Olympics, starting
this month.

They are doing so in spite of
numerous protests, including
those from the socialist coun-
tries, the Supreme Council
for Sport in Africa, and the
British Government.

We call on all sportsmen
who are opposed to racism

and facism, and especially
Black and Asian sportsmen,
to refuse to participate in
events in which those drawn
from the Rhodesian (Zim-
babwe) racist regime are en-
tered. It is ironic that the
German Government is al-
lowing a racist country to par-
ticipate where during the
Berlin, 1936 Olympics Nazi
Germany was the heart of
world racism.

Forinformation on the boy-
cott against Rhodesia please
write to: International Cam-
paign Against Racism in
Sport, 619 Library Pl., Evans-
ton, Ill. 60201.

* * %
Non-Capitalist Development in Egypt

The Arab Republic of
Egypt (A.R.E.) with its popu-
lation of 33 million, is one of
the many former colonies
taking the non-capitalistroad
of development. Whereas it
took the developed Western
capitalist countries 400 years
to reach their present level
of productive capacity, non-
capitalist development al-
lows former colonial coun-
tries to rapidly lay an indus-
trial, scientific and technical
base necessary for becoming
modern industrial nations in
only a few decades. Exam-
ples of the success of the non-
capitalist road are Central
Asia and Mongolia.

In Egypt, the state struc-
ture now regulates capital
investment and controls cap-
ital transfer in the banks, in-
surance companies, import-

export firms and in nearly
all of the manufacturing in-
dustries. These regulations
have succeeded in raising the
Gross National Product
(G.N.P.) from 1,679 million
Egyptian pounds (1 Egyptian
pound equals about $2.40) in
1962/63 to 2,495 million
pounds in 1967/68.

The aid of socialist coun-
tries, especially the USSR,
has allowed Egypt and other
countries which have been
socially and nationally op-
pressed by centuries of co-
lonialism and capitalist ex-
ploitation to literally “leap
through the centuries.” With
socialist assistance, Egypt
has already instituted 34 of
the 106 planned develop-
ment projects. The Aswan
High Dam project has in-
creased land cultivation by

173 and gives Egypt 10 bil
lion kilowatts of cheap elec-
tric power. The Helwan iron
and steel project gives an an-
nual output of 1.5 million
tons and has a working force
of 20,000, thus having cre-
ated needed jobs. The Egypt-
ian-Soviet built shipyard in
Alexandria launched its first
18,000 ton ship in 1971,
Aluminum and other indus-
trial projects are also oper-
ating in the country. The so-
cialist countries have helped
Egypt set up 36 vocational
centers which have trained
more than 50,000 workers.
The Aswan Dam project
alone employs 32,000 Egyp-
tians, most of whom are now
skilled laborers.

In the agricultural sector,
the Aswan Dam has so far
irrigated 1.5 million feddans
(1.38 acres equals one fed-
dan) of land which will, ac-
cording to experts, yield the
biggest harvest of rice,
wheat and cotton in the
world.

* K %

LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:,

I just got through reading
the July issue of the African
Agenda and the whole issue
was most informative and
impressive. The article on
Israel brings to light an area
that I've never seen devel-
oped in this way. And the ar-
ticle about the struggle tak-
ing place in Guinea and
Cape Verde is truly amazing.

I like the feature RECOM-
MENDED BOOKS. As a
matter of fact, the format is
excellent and the writing
concise, to the point.

It seems to me that you are
picking up the banner of Dr.
DuBois.

Ida Wilson
Chicago

The Staff of the African Agenda
welcomes your comments and any
article that is less than 400 words



NEWS BRIEFS

KHARTOUM — A Chrysler Corp. subsidiary, Chrysler
Overseas Trading Co., recently said it has agreed to supply
the equivalent of $7.4 million of British made Commer
and Hillman vehicles and spare parts to the Sudan. The
Sudan is quickly becoming a new market for U.S. goods
and investments.

DAR-ES-SALAAM — The All-African Women’s Conference
closed its session in the Tanzanian capital at the end of
July. The conference called for the complete liberation of
Africa from foreign domination, colonialism and racism,
and for the consolidation of the political and economic
independence of the free African states.

The conference which opened on July 24 was attended
by delegations from 28 independent African countries. The
main topic of the conference focused on the role of African
women in the liberation movements, and in the struggle
against imperialism and neo-colonialism. The conference
decided to establish a special aid fund for support of the
liberation movements.

CAIRO — On August 3 Egyptian Defense Minister Gen.
Mohammed Ahmed Sadeq gave a reception for Soviet
military advisers leaving Egypt after completing their as-
signments. Chief Soviet military adviser, Colonel-General
V. V. Okunev and high-ranking Soviet and Egyptian of-
ficers were present.

Gen. Sadeq thanked the Soviet military advisers for their
tremendous work in improving the combat readiness of
Egypt’s armed forces. ‘

PARIS — The French monthly Le Monde recently stated
that in the future a group of influential Portuguese busi-
nessmen and army officers intend unilaterally to declare
Mozambique independent. The plotters plan to install a
token African President but maintain power in the hands
of the Portuguese colonialist.

This plan originated with George Jadim, director of the
South African Bank of Lisbon and closely approximates
the Rhodesian model. They also plan to set up a “ban-
tustan” in Northern Mozambique as “a buffer state be
tween Black and White Africans”.

Employment in Uganda 1954-1968

(thousands)

! Public Manufactur- Private.
Total Services ing C on-

struction
1954 . 235:6 980 24-4 45-4
1955 237-4 922 26-3 405
1956 2370 958 249 371
1957 - 2406 946 250 35-2
1958 2430 972 2522 166

1959 =~ 239-5 979 24-3 nsy
1960 244-5 95 24-6 292
1961 236-1 95-4 ‘ 257 - | 286
1962 230-8* 90-6 . 24-7 28-6
1963 - 2216 854 I 246 | 258
1964 2249 91-6 i 259 241
1965 . 2417 92-2 | 268 l 316
1966 2460 88-7 | 29-5 , 28-3
1967 . 2568 , 91-8 323 314

1968 2818 | na ‘ n‘a n/a
Neo colonsalism is retarding the economy of Uganda and 1s preventing the develop

men of a3 working class The above figures indicate that only 10 the manufacturing
sector of the economy which s controlled by the capitalist couninies can Africans
find work

SWAPO DAY

On August 26th, the South
West Africa People’s Organ-
ization (SWAPO) will com-
memorate six years of armed
struggle against the South
African racists who rule
Namibia (South West Afn-
ca) illegally. This day is set
aside to honor the Namibian
people who have resolutely
struggled against South
African colonialism and
world imperialism for the
liberation of their land. The
African American Solidarity
Committee and all progres-
sive Americans support the
just struggles of SWAPO and
the Namibian peopie and ac-
knowledge the significance
of this occasion.

Recently our correspond-
ent was given an exclusive
interview with Mr. Moses

Garolb, SWAPQ’s Adminis-

trative Secretary, in their
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania
office concerning the aims
and activities of SWAPO.
Part of that interview is giv-
en below.

Would you give a brief
history of SWAPO and the
reasons for its forma-
tion?

SWAPQO was actually
founded in 1958 as a nation-
alist organization with the
objective of uniting all the
ethnic groups in Namibia,
and various other people of
different origins to fight for
the freedom and independ-
ence of our country.

Would you discuss when
SWAPO decided upon
armed struggle?

It was decided upon in
1962. Prior to that time we
believed that we could
achieve our objectives of
freedom and independence
through peaceful means.
These peaceful means were
in the forms of peaceful dem-
onstrations and non-cooper-
ation with the government.
These actions were adopted
from Kwame Nkrumah’s
philosophy of non-coopera-
tion based on non-violence
which finally brought Ghana
to independence. In 1962 we
decided our situation was
very different, and that some-
thing other than non-vio-
lence had to be adopted, and

it was at that point that we
started to train our freedom
fighters.

How successful have you
been in obtaining your
goals in the past years,
and what are some of the
problems that have
emerged?

Firstly, before we launch-
ed armed struggle we had to
canvass for support in the
rural areas. We had to go and
explain to the people why
we had to change our policy.
At the same time, we had to
educate the people politic-
ally so that they would be
able to understand the polit-
ical issues involved as well
as be militarily prepared.
The armed struggle was not
launched until August 1966.
It was from that time on-
ward that we have had differ-
ent clashes with the enemy
throughout the northern part
of Namibia, in the areas of
Ovamboland, Okavango,
and the Caprivi State.

Do you view your strug-
gle as a long range strug-
gle?

I believe it is difficult .to
answer how long this strug-
gle will take, since we are
notonly fighting South Africa
and its racist policies, but the
big international monopolies
are also involved. The
United States along with the
French and the West Ger-
mans have huge interests in
Namibia. The economic in-
terests of all these countries
actually are the backbone of
the assistance that is sup-
pressing the forces of libera-
tion. Given these facts, we
feel it is going to be-a long,
protracted struggle and we
are determined to continue
until we are free.

In the areas that you are
fighting do you provide
schools for the people?

I must point out to you
that we do not have liberated
areas in the sense of a formal
administrative area. What
we have is operationally con-
trolled zones in which we can
move around these zones
without being disturbed. We
can challenge the enemy

continued on page 4
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SWAPO DAY

continued

and the enemy dare not at-
tick these zones. People who
live in these zones are our
supporters and we  derive
our means of support from
them. We have not set up
schools or any social ser-
vices other than what we can
provide when we are in the
villages. We also have local
committees in the villages
that are responsible for the
local affairs of SWAPO.

Could you discuss the
present composition of
the African working class
in your country?

The bulk of the African
population is employed in
the mines and in the rural
areas where whites own
thousands and thousands of
acres of farm land where the
African works under slave
conditions. In the wurban
areas, they work in the mines
as contract laborers where
they are not allowed to dis-
cuss the contract which they
sign at a fixed rate of time
and payment. In addition,
we have what you would call
in the West white collar
workers who are African
teachers and nurses, etc.

How can Afro-Americans
and progressive Ameri-
cans help your struggle?

I think you should make
known our struggle to the
American people through
the newspaper and organi-
zations, etc. It would also be
helpful if you could apply
pressure on the U.S. corpor-
ations that have investments
in our country to leave Nam-
ibia. You are fighting the
same enemy as we are, which
is U.S. imperialism and peo-
ple in the U.S. should look
at the struggle in Namibia as
part of their struggle against
U.S. impenalism. We also
need material and moral
support.

Non-Capitalist
continued
advanced material base of
capitalism does not destron
these nations and peoples of

the “Third World.”

The non-capitalist path of
development will not be trav-
eled via spontaneous actions
of diverse peoples and
classes as was the case with
the capitalist path of devel-
opment. It will require the
pursuance of a conscious
policy by the African coun-
tries with working class sub-
stance in the national demo-
cratic parties to avoid a dead
end, such as neo-celonialism.
In this regard the party re-
forms of Presidents Sadat
of Egypt, Sekou Toure of
Guinea and Nyerere of Tan-
zania are important reforms
that will bring the working
class into the countries’ na-
tional party and help to en-
sure the path of non-capital-
ist development.

While supporting the idea
of a mixed economy versus
the pseudo-revolutionary no-
tion of trying to nationalize
everything at once without
regards to the character of
the political party in power,
it is important to support a
state policy which would fa-
cilitate the more rapid
growth of the state sector
(as opposed to the private
sector). The  non-capitalist
path of development allows
for the African countries to
reform their agrarian pro-
grams and to socialize the
countryside, nationalize the
large banks, industrial enter-
prises, and means of com-
munications as a start for
real national reconstruction
and industrialization.

* Kk &
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